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PREFACE. 


Ths  AnnofJ  Reports  of  the  Geological  Snnrey  of  Virginia,  by 
Professor  William  B.  Rogers,  to  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  were 
made  many  years  ago,  and,  although  considerable  editions  were 
then  printed,  they  have  now  become  extremely  rare.  Freqaent 
requests  having  been  made,  by  geologists  and  others,  for  these  re- 
ports, it  has  been  thought  desirable  to  reprint  a  limited  number  of 
copies. 

Of  the  yalne  of  the  scientific  disooveiies,  the  generalizations  and 
tbe  descriptions  of  the  geological  formations  contained  in  these  re- 
ports, there  can  be  no  better  eridence  than  the  frequency  with  which 
they  are  referred  to  and  quoted  by  all  who  are  engaged  in  exploring 
the  geology  of  the  Virginias,  and  the  aid  they  have  given  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  industrial  resources  of  these  States,  which  they 
foreshadowed,  and  in  fact  often  dearly  pointed  out,  at  a  time  when 
the  geology  of  the  State  was  unexplored. 

In  preparing  this  volume,  the  correspondence  preliminary  to  the 
several  reports  and  the  arguments  addressed  to  the  Legislature  for 
the  continuance  of  the  annual  appropriations,  et  ceterct^  might  have 
been  omitted  and  the  results  of  the  labors  of  the  five  successive 
years  have  been  so  arranged  as  to  present  under  their  respective 
heads  all  the  investigations,  of  like  character,  now  distributed 
through  the  several  reports ;  in  adopting  the  present  plan,  on  the 
contrary,  the  results  of  the  investigations  are  given  in  the  order  in 
which  they  were  made,  and  at  the  same  time — as  interesting  to  the 
citizens  of  Virginia«-the  history  of  the  relations  of  the  survey  to  the 
Government  is  simply  told. 

Had  time  and  opportunity  permitted,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
author  to  revise  the  several  reports,  incorporating  their  materials  in 
a  single  memoir,  accompanied  by  a  large  geological  map  and  illustra- 
tive sections,  constructed  during  the  progress  of  the  survey. 


IV 

The  geological  work  of  the  sarvej  was,  by  act  of  the  Legislatare, 
based  on  the  *^  Nine-sheet  Map  of  Virginia'^;  bat  the  ose  of  this  map, 
in  the  field,  proved  it  to  be  so  grossly  inaccurate  in  its  topographical 
details  as  to  prevent  the  publication,  at  the  time,  of  the  resoJts  of 
the  survey,  on  a  geological  map,  although  the  geology  was  colored 
on  this  State  map  with  all  the  accuracy  possible  on  so  imperfect  a 
basis. 

It  was  originally  intended  to  accompany  this  volume  with  a  large 
geological  map  of  the  Virginias,  to  be  edited  by  Mr.  Jed.  Hotchkiss, 
Geologist  and  Civil  and  Mining  Engineer  of  Staunton,  Virginia,  from 
all  the  geological  data  left  by  Professor  Rogers.  The  geological  fea- 
tures of  this  map  are  to  be  colored  on  a  new  topographical  map 
which  the  editor  is  preparing  from  information  gathered  from  many 
sources,  the  object  being  to  present  the  geology  of  the  Virginias,  as 
determined  by  Prof essor  Rogers,  on  the  best  topographical  map  that 
can  at  this  time  be  made.  Delays,  caused  by  waiting  for  important 
topographical  surveys  now  in  progress,  have  made  it  impossible  to 
publish  this  map  at  present,  but  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  long 
delayed.  Meanwhile  a  small  geological  map  of  the  Virginias  is 
substituted,  it  being  a  reproduction  of  that  which  Professor  Rogers 
colored  geologically,  in  1873,  for  Mr.  Jed.  Hotchkiss,  to  accompany 
his  ^^  Summary  of  Virginia,"  published  in  1876.  No  change  has 
been  made  in  the  coloring  of  this  map ;  some  changes  and  addi- 
tions, however,  have  been  made  to  biing  the  map  up  to  date,  and 
lines,  numbered  to  correspond  with  the  accompanying  geological 
sections  and  to  show  their  location,  have  been  added. 

The  accompanying  Virginia  geological  sections,  over  ninety  in 
number  (see  list  of  Illustrations),  except  those  published  to  illus- 
trate special  papers,  are  now  made  public  for  the  first  time.  They 
have  been  carefully  engraved  by  Messrs.  Julius  Bien  &  Co.,  under  the 
direction  and  supervision  of  Mr.  Jed.  Hotchkiss,  from  the  original 
manuscript  sections  prepared  by  Professor  Rogers  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  survey,  and  subsequently,  to  illustrate  his  final  report. 
Mr.  Hotchkiss  writes :  ^'  No  pains  have  been  spared  to  make  these 
ex€u:t  reproductioM,  in  %ofa/r  cu  the  geology  is  eoneemed,  of  the  see- 
tions  as  Profeeeor  Rogen  Irft  them.  No  changes  have  been  made 
except  such  as  Professor  Rogers  himself  made  or  indicated  should 
be  made,  by  pencil-notes  or  corrections  on  the  originals.  Whenever 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  reduce  in  size  any  of  the  sections, 
such  reductions  have  been  made  photographically,  thus  faithfully 


presening  the  original  Btratigrapbioal  features  of  the  sections. 
Names  of  places,  in  the  lettering,  have  been  changed  to  correspond 
to  present  usage.*' 

With  these  explanations  the  editor  feels  that  no  farther  apology 
is  needed  for  reprinting  the  reports  and  sections  unchanged,  not- 
withstanding, to  nse  the  words  ef  the  author,  ^*  thej  are  marked  by 
the  immatnrity  and  imperfection  incident  to  annual  reports,  made  at 
that  early  period  when  geological  explorations  in  Virginia  were  at- 
tended with  so  many  difficulties/*  * 

In  addition  to  the  annual  reports,  a  number  of  papers  relating 
to  the  geology  of  the  Virginias  have  been  introduced  into  the 
Tolume. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  work  and  in  the  revision  of  proofs,  as 
well  as  by  many  valuable  suggestions,  the  editor  has  been  very 
greatly  aided  by  Mr.  Jed.  Hotchkiss,  of  Staunton,  Virginia,  and  Dr. 
R.  E.  Rogers ;  she  desires  also  to  record  her  obligations  to  Professor 
Kiles  and  other  friends  at  the  Institute  of  Technology,  for  their 
kindly  interest  in  the  work. 

117  Marlbobouoh  St.,  Rostov,  May^  188^, 

♦  Letter  of  Professor  KoprerB  to  Hon.  B.  Johnson  Barbour,  1876,  in  reply 
to  an  mgent  request  flrom  that  gentleman  for  the  republication  of  the  Annual 
Reports. 
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Co«l.field. 
No.  20. — Section  from  Beaver,  Tenn.,  to  GoeBt  Station,  Rnaeell  co.,  Ta. 
No.  21. — Section  from  Walker  Hi.  Range,  Tenn.,  to  Stone  mi.  at  Big  Stone 

Gap,  Va. 
No.  22. — Section  from  Blackwater  Salt-works,  through  Jonesvillc,  to  Stone 

mt 
No.  23.— Section  at  Potomac  River. 
No.  24.— Section  12  miles  S.  W.  of  Potomac  River. 
No.  25. — Section  at  Green  Spring  Creek. 
No.  26.— Section  at  Round  Hill,  west  of  Windiester. 
No.  27.— Section  at  Fawoett  Gap. 
No.  28.— Section  at  Sydnor  Gap. 
No.  29.— Section  from  Little  North  mi.  to  North  River  of  Cacapon,  via 

Fhddy  Run  and  Capon  Springs. 
No.  80. — Section  from  Little  North  mt,  to  North  Itiver  of  Caoapon,  crossing 

N.  £.  end  of  Paddy  Cove. 
No.  SI.— Opposite  Woodstock. 
No.  82.— One  mile  N.  £.  of  Stony  Creek  Gap. 
No.  88.— At  Stony  Creek  Gap. 
No.  84.— At  Three-mile  Mt 
No.  85.— S.  W.  end  of  Thre^mile  Ut 
No.  86. — Opposite  Orkney  Springs. 
No.  87.— Seven  mUes  N.  £.  of  Brock  Gap. 
No.  88.— At  Brock  Gap. 
Na  89.— One  mUe  N.  E.  of  Hopkins  Gap. 
No.  40.— At  Hopkins  Gap. 
No.  41.— At  Rawley  Springs. 
No.  42.— Up  Briery  Branch. 
Na  48.— Up  North  River. 
No.  44.— At  AugusU  (Stribling)  Springs. 
No.  45. — ^At  Jennings  Gap. 
No.  46.— At  Buffalo  Gap. 
Na  47.— Six  miles  S.  W.  of  Buffalo  Gap. 
No.  48.— At  head  of  Walker  Creek. 
No.  49. — At  North  river  of  James  Gap.. 
No.  50. — ^At  Turnpike  6  miles  N.  E.  of  Buchanan. 
No.  51. — ^At  Rat-hole  mt.  Gap,  James  lUver. 
No.  52.— Five  miles  S.  W.  of  James  River. 
No.  58.— Head  of  North  fork  of  CaUwba  Creek. 
No.  54.— At  Price  Turnpike. 
No.  55.— Head  of  Catawba  Creek. 
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Na  66.— At  Five-mUe  Fork. 

No.  67.— Three  milei  N.  E.  of  Peterstown. 

No.  68.— At  Dripping  Lick  Creek. 

No.  69.— At  New  River. 

No.  60.— Head  of  Rich  Greek. 

Ne.  61.— Head  of  Turkey  Creek. 

No.  62. — Section  of  Warm-spring  mt.  opposite  the  Hot  Springs. 

No.  63.-<-Section  of  Warm-spring  mt.  S.  W.  of  Hot  Springs. 

No.  64.— Section  of  Warm-sprittg  mt.  immediately  S.  of  Warm  Spring  Tal- 

ley. 
Nos.  66  to  74. — Sections  illustrating  location  of  Thermal  Springs. 

//.  TVanS'Appalaehian  Seetiona. 

No.  76.->-Section  from  head  of  Scott's  Hill  Run  by  Morgantown  to  Laurel 
HiU  on  Decker  Creek,  W.  Va. 

No.  76. — Section  from  North  Fork  at  the  mouth  of  Seneca  creek  by  Clarks- 
burg to  the  Ohio  River  at  the  mouth  of  Fishing  Creek,  W.  Va. 

No.  77.— Section  from  Beverley  by  Weston  to  Parkersburg,  W.  Va. 

No.  78.— Section  from  Tygart  Valley  by  Bull-town  Salt  Works  to  Parkers- 
burg,  W.  Va. 

No.  79.— Section  from  Lewisburg  via  Charleston  on  the  Kanawha  River,  to 
the  Ohio,  W.  Va. 

No.  80. — Profile  section  from  Gaoley  River  along  the  Great  Kanawha  to 
the  Ohio,  W.  Va. 

No.  81. — Section  from  Abb's  Valley  by  Logan  Court  Bouse,  to  Gnyandot 
on  the  Ohio  River,  W.  Va. 

No.  82. — Section  from  Clinch  River  at  the  mouth  of  Hill  Creek,  thence 
down  Tug  Fork  of  Big  Sandy  River  to  the  Ohio,  W.  Va. 

No.  83. — ^Ideal  section  across  the  Appalachian  Chain. 

No.  84. — Normal  Flexures. 

No.  86. — Folded  or  Inverted  Flexures. 


///.  Sectiom  aerow  Midland  Virginia  (Arehcean  and  MetoMoie), 

No.  86. — Section  from  Tuckahoe  Creek  to  Boyd's  Tavern  (E.  S.  E.  68  miles). 

No.  87.— Section  from  Falling  Creek  to  Cumberland  C.  H.  (S.  of  W.  42 
miles). 

No.  88. — Section  from  Petersburg  to  Raine's  Tavern  in  Cumberland  oo. 
(W.  N.  W.  69  miles). 

No.  89. — Section  from  Hidway  by  Blue  Ridge  at  Tye  Kver  Gap,  to  Cum- 
berland C.  H.  (S.  E.  68  miles). 
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K«.  00. — Section  from  Blue  Ridge  at  White  Gap,  to  Sandy  River  Church 

(S.  E.  88  miles). 
No.  01. — Section  from  Prince  Ediranl  G.  H.  to  Railroad  10  miles  south  of 

Petersburg  (E.  S.  B.  74  miles). 
Na  92.~Section  from  Delfleld  to  Charlotte  C.  11.  (W.  N.  W.  86  miles). 
No.  93.^-Section  from  Buford  Gap,  Bedford  Co.,  to  Charlotte  C.  H.  (S.  E. 

76  miles). 
Na  94.— Section  from  Belfield  to  Abbyville  on  SUunton  River  (W.  72  miles). 
No.  95.— Section  from  Halifax  C.  H.  to  Weldon  on  Roanoke  River  (E.  S.  E. 

98  miles). 
No.  96. — Section  from  Blue  Ridge  at  Moggottjr  Gap,  Franklin  co.,  to  Halifax 

C.  H.  (S.  E.  86  miles). 
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(Fbom  TBI  Fabmsbs*  BBQimB,  Vol.  IL) 

On  the  Diseoven/  of  Green  Sand  in  the  Caicarecus  Dqxmt 
of  .Eastern  Virginia,  and  on  the  Probable  Meietence  of 
this  Substance  in  Extensive  Beds  near  the  Western  lAm- 
its  of  our  Ordinary/  Marl. 

WiLLiAU  A2n>  Mabt  Oolleos, 
June  26,  1834. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  FarvMfn^  Eegider  : 

SiNOB  my  attention  was  drawn  to  the  natare  and  properties  of 
the  New  Jersey  green  sand,  by  the  specimens  which  you  sent  me 
for  analysis,  and  by  oar  more  recent  conversations  on  the  subject,  I 
have  made  a  visit  to  the  region  in  which  it  is  found,  and  have  wit- 
nessed the  most  striking  evidences  of  its  utility  as  a  manure.  During 
this  excursion  I  examined  the  marl  in  all  its  varieties,  and  learned 
many  interesting  particulars  respecting  its  use  from  intelligent 
farmers,  long  experienced  in  applying  it  to  the  soil.  I  have  more- 
over analyz^  several  specimens  collected  on  the  spot  with  the  view, 
if  possible,  of  throwing  some  light  upon  its  agency  when  applied  to 
the  soil. 

Since  my  return  I  have  made  diligent  search  for  this  substance 
in  our  marl  beds  and  the  accompanying  strata,  and  am  at  present 
directing  my  inquiries  to  that  region  of  Lower  Virginia  in  which, 
according  to  geological  laws,  as  well  as  from  some  indications  of 
which  I  have  heard,  this  deposit  may  reasonably  be  expected  to 
occur.  As  far  as  relates  to  the  marl  beds  of  this  vicinity,  my  search 
has  been  unexpectedly  successful.  With  scarce  a  single  exception,  I 
have  discovered  particles  of  the  green  sand,  mingled  with  the  ordi- 
nary sand,  clay  and  shells ;  and  in  some  instances,  in  so  large  a  pro- 
portion as  no  doubt  greatly  to  enhance  the  useful  agency  of  the 
calcareous  matter.  Indeed,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  in  some 
cases,  the  agricultural  efficacy  of  the  marl  is  chiefly  owing  to  the 
green  sand  which  itxontains.  In  this  conclusion  I  think  I  shall  be 
sustained  by  facts  hereafter  to  be  noticed. 

The  general  occurrence  of  this  substance  in  our  marl  beds  is  cer- 
tainly a  discovery  of  some  interest;  and  though  I  may  perhaps 
exasperate  its  importance  in  a  practical  point  of  view,  I  cannot  but 


think  that  it  is  worthy  of  the  attention  of  oor  farmers.  I  speak  of 
its  general  occurrence,  because,  although  I  have  examined  but  few 
specimens  from  a  distance,  the  general  resemblance  of  our  marl 
deposit  throughout,  together  with  the  almost  invariable  presence  of 
the  green  particles  in  such  as  I  have  inspected,  would  seem  to  justify 
the  conclusion  that  it  is  a  usual  accompaniment  of  our  marl  forma- 
tion, though  by  no  means  in  equal  proportions  in  all  localities.  Out 
of  more  than  forty  specimens  which  I  have  examined,  there  were 
only  two  in  which  the  green  particles  could  not  be  discovered ;  and 
as  they  frequently  occur  in  patches,  and  not  generally  diffused 
throughout  the  bed,  it  is  probable  that  even  in  the  beds  from  which 
these  two  specimens  were  procured  the  green  sand  might  be  else- 
where founa.  Some  of  the  most  efficient  marls  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Williamsburg  contained  a  marked  proportion  of  this  sub- 
stance. At  Burwell*s  Mill  (three  miles  below  the  city,  towards 
Torktown)  the  intermixture  is  so  large  that  the  sand  and  detritus  of 
shells  washed  down  by  the  spring  freshet  display  a  very  distinct 
greeni^  olive  tinge,  which  even  travellers  observe  as  tiiey  pass 
through  the  valley  in  which  the  deposit  exists.  At  this  place  the 
shells,  as  tbey  are  taken  out  of  the  extensive  bank  recently  exposed 
by  the  torrent,  are  frequently  filled  with  a  dark  mass  contidning  as 
much  as  thirty  per  cent  of  the  green  particles.  In  fact  the  whole 
bank  is  strongly  tinged  by  them ;  and  the  stratum  which  overlies 
the  shells,  in  some  places  five  feet  in  thickness,  is  precisely  similar 
to  some  of  the  poorer  deposits  in  New  Jersey,  and  contains  upwards 
of  thirty  per  cent  of  this  substance.  In  Judge  Semple's  marl  beds, 
in  the  same  vicinity,  the  green  particles  are  equally  abundant — and 
as  in  the  former  case,  extend  into  the  incumbent  stratum  of  non- 
calcareous  matter.  In  many  instances  this  layer  of  overlying  earth 
has  been  found  even  more  efficacious  on  the  soil  than  the  subjacent 
marl — a  fact  which  might  naturally  be  inferred,  when  the  green 
particles  abound  chiefly  in  the  upper  stratum,  from  the  extraordi- 
nary efficiency  of  the  green  sand  as  experienced  in  New  Jersey. 
But  by  £ir  the  most  interesting  locality  of  this  substance,  in  point  of 
extent,  which  I  have  examined,  occurs  on  the  shore  of  James  River, 
adjacent  to  King^s  Mill  and  Littletown.  Here  the  banks  rise  per- 
pendicularly to  the  height  of  from  forty  to  sixty  feet,  and  for  about 
three  fourths  of  this  elevation  are  composed  of  shells  and  earth, 
mingled  with  a  large  proportion  of  the  green  sand,  which  in  some 
places  imparts  a  distinct  color  to  the  surface.  The  sand  of  the  beach 
IS  also  filled  with  these  particles,  which  the  rains  have  washed  down, 
and  which  at  first  view  present  the  appearance  of  the  common  black 
sand  of  our  river,  though  in  much  larger  quantity.  At  Bellefield, 
and  other  places  on  the  York  river,  the  banks  and  beach  are  simi- 
larly impregnated. 

The  green  particles  may  be  readily  recognized  by  their  want  of 
lustre,  the  ease  witli  which  they  may  be  bruised  with  the  point  of  a 
penknife,  and  the  bright  green  stain  which  they  then  produce.  In 
examining  earth  or  marl  in  which  they  are  very  sparsely  scattered, 
the  partides  are  sometimes  difficult  to  separate  from  the  other  mat- 


ter.  My  method  is  to  moisten  the  end  of  the  knife  blade  by  apply- 
ing it  to  the  toDgoe,  and  then  to  remove  several  of  the  particles  by 
adhesion.  When  placed  apon  a  card  and  braised,  they  leave  a  brill- 
iant stain.    This  test  may  be  confidently  relied  on. 

The  occurrence  of  the  green  sand  so  extensively  through  onr 
marl  region,  affords  strong  grounds  for  hoping  that  valuable  beds  of 
this  substance,  like  those  of  New  Jersey,  almost  entirely  unmingled 
with  other  matters,  may  be  brought  to  light  by  a  judicious  and  enter- 
prising examination  of  the  district  on  the  western  limits  of  our 
marl.  And  should  such  a  discovery  be  made,  the  agriculture  of 
Lower  Virginia  would  become  possessed  of  a  new  and  powerful 
auxiliary  in  furthering  its  already  rapid  career  of  amelioration. 
Even  the  fact  that  the  green  saud  often  exists  in  conrnderable  quan- 
tities in  and  above  our  ordinary  marl  beds,  which  is,  I  think,  now 
sufficiently  established,  may  furnish  no  unimportant  aid  in  the  im- 
provement of  our  lands,  by  leading  to  a  more  varied  and  judicious 
adaptation  in  the  application  of  our  manures. 

Independently  of  the  existence  of  the  green  sand  in  a  scattered 
state  in  our  calcareous  strata,  there  are  other  and  stronger  reasons 
for  believing  that  a  deposit  similar  to  that  in  New  Jersey  will  be 
found  in  the  appropriate  region.  In  a  geological  arrangement  of 
onr  various  formations,  the  marl  beds  of  Eastern  Virginia  and  Caro- 
lina, as  well  as  those  of  Maryland,  belong  to  a  later  period  in  the  physi- 
cal history  of  our  country  than  the  green  sand  formation  of  New  Jer- 
sey— the  former  being  referred  to  the  Tertiary,  and  the  latter  to  the 
Secondary  epoch  of  geologists.  Now  this  tertiary  deposit  extends 
into  New  Jersey,  and  is  found  in  many  places  in  the  latter  state  near- 
ly contiguous  to  the  green  sand.  Moreover,  indications  of  the  New 
Jersey  formation  have  been  found  in  Maryland;  and  such  is  the 
general  regularity  with  which  the  different  geological  deposits  are 
arranged,  that  we  may  fairly  infer  the  existence  in  Eastern  Virginia 
of  the  green  sand,  or  some  deposit  equivalent  in  a  geological  point 
of  view ;  though,  at  the  same  time,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  the 
green  sand,  if  actually  found,  would  be  sufficiently  near  the  surface 
to  render  it  extensively  available  as  a  manure.  The  object,  how- 
ever, is  of  such  magnitude  as  to  justify  a  very  diligent  examination, 
and  I  am  therefore  desirous  of  enlisting  in  this  research  all  those 
readers  of  the  "Register"  who  reside  in  the  region  which  has  been 
alluded  to  before.  As,  however,  the  success  of  this  investigation 
will  be  greatly  promoted  by  an  acquaintance  with  the  indications 
by  which  the  green  sand  or  its  geological  equivalents  are  to  be  rec- 
ognized, and  some  knowledge  of  the  properties  and  constitution  of 
the  substance  itself,  I  shall  here  give  a  brief  account  of  the  New 
Jersey  formation  which  I  visited,  together  with  the  result  of  several 
cliemical  analyses  of  the  sand  carefully  executed  by  myself  and  oth- 
ers ;  and  further  to  interest  your  readers  in  this  important  inquiry,  I 
shall  add  a  statement  of  such  facts  bearing  upon  the  application  and 
ogency  of  the  marl  as  I  was  enabled  to  collect  during  my  visit  to 
the  beauti^  region  which  it  has  so  largely  contributed  to  fertilize 
and  adorn. 
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The  New  Jersey  green  sand  is  apparently  identical  with  that  se- 
ries of  deposits  recognized  in  Europe  by  the  name  of  the  green  sand 
formation,  characterized  by  a  predominance  of  minute  green  par- 
ticles in  many  of  its  strata.  In  Europe  these  strata  are  generally 
found  alternating  with  beds  of  chalk ;  but  in  this  country  no  chalk 
is  found,  nnless  in  the  region  west  of  tlie  Mississippi.  The  fossils 
embedded  in  the  green  sand  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  are,  how- 
ever, so  strictly  alike,  that  the  geological  equivalence  of  the  Ameri- 
can and  European  beds  can  scarcely  admit  of  question,  and  is  there- 
fore generally  conceded  as  an  established  point.  It  is  relevant  here 
to  remark  that  in  tracing  ootemporaneous  or  equivalent  geological 
formations  in  different  regions,  geologists  are  accustomed  to  rely 
almost  exclusively  upon  the  fossils,  whether  shells,  bones,  or  vege- 
table remains,  which  the  strata  may  contain — a  procedure  to  which 
they  have  been  led  by  the  whole  tenor  of  modem  developments  in 
geology.  Now  with  reference  to  the  New  Jersey  formation,  though 
it  would  be  impossible  without  numerous  drawings  and  much  de- 
scriptive matter,  uninteresting  to  general  readers,  to  convey  a  knowl- 
edge of  even  the  principal  shells  and  other  fo^ls  existing  in  the 
green  sand,  some  account  of  a  few  of  these  fossils  may  possibly  be 
useful  in  the  inquiries  which  I  trust  many  of  your  readers  will  be 
prompted  to  undertake : 

1st.  LigniUy  or  carbonized  wood,  often  associated  with  iron  pyr- 
ites of  a  bright  yellow  lustre,  frequently  occurs  in  the  beds  over- 
lying the  green  sand  formation,  though  it  sometimes  occurs  in  other 
situations. 

2nd.  Amber  is  often  found  in  a  similar  position,  as  was  the  case 
at  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal. 

drd.  BelemniteSy  a  fossil  of  a  yellow  or  brown  color,  in  shape 
somewhat  like  a  cigar,  but  rather  thicker — ^very  brittle,  and  usually 
found  broken  transversely  so  as  to  exhibit  its  tubular  character 
within. 

4th.  Ammonites^  a  fossil  presenting  the  appearance  of  a  snake 
coiled  up  in  a  flat  coil,  and  frequently  Targe  and  ponderous. 

5th.  The  Bchiniu^  or  Sea-Urchin,  sometimes  globular,  at  other 
times  much  flattened,  having  numerous  little  warty  prominences, 
and  minute  perforations  symmetrically  arranged  on  its  surface,  and 
when  entire,  occasionally  furnished  with  spines  or  prickles. 

6th.  Oryph(Ba^  a  shell  having  one  valve  very  deep  and  convex, 
and  the  other  flat.  It  somewhat  resembles  the  small  shell  {Ghama) 
very  abundantly  found  in  our  marl  beds.  This  latter  is  smaller — 
has  a  rougher  exterior,  and  has  two  muscular  impressions  in  each 
valve — whereas  the  Qryphaa  has  but  one. 

7th.  Exogyra^  a  shell  like  the  former,  with  one  convex  and  one 
flat  valve — but  a  great  deal  rougher  and  more  irregular  in  aspect, 
and  of  large  dimensions. 

8th.  The  Falcated  Oyster^  a  beautiful  shell  about  one  and  a  half 
or  two  inches  in  length,  and  bent  like  a  Turkish  scimetar. 

These  rude  descriptions,  which  have  no  pretension^  to  scientific 
accuracy,  are  designed  to  draw  attention  to  such  fossils  as  may  be 


brought  to  light  in  the  regpon  in  which  the  green  sand  may  be  ex- 
pected to  occur — and  in  this  point  of  view  may  prove  of  real  valne 
in  examining  for  that  deposit.  Of  coarse  a  scientific  inspection  of 
the  fossils  would  be  necessary  to  establish  their  identity,  but  this 
can  readily  be  procnred  by  transmitting  them  to  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  in  Pluiadelphia,  or  by  sending  them  to  William  and  Mary, 
where  they  would  be  carefnlly  examined  and  compared  with  tiie 
New  Jersey  fossils  as  collected  and  described.  Indeed  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  some  of  the  characteristic  fossils  have  already 
been  found  in  Eastern  Virginia.  A  bed  of  Lignite  has  been  lately 
discovered  on  the  Rappahannock,  a  few  miles  below  Fredericks- 
burg, the  very  point  at  which  it  might  be  expected  to  appear;  and 
from  information  recently  received,  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that 
Belemnites  may  be  found  near  the  month  of  Potomac  Creek.  It 
has  been  said  also  that  the  €hryphma  has  been  found,  but  I  have 
not  heard  in  what  vicinity.  These  facts  should  furnish  an  addi- 
tional stimulus  to  inquiry,  and  literally  no  stone  should  be  left  un- 
turned in  pursuit  of  so  important  a  discovery. 

The  New  Jersey  green  sand  is  generally  found  in  the  valleys  and 
meadows,  though  occasionally  it  rises  to  some  height  in  the  sur- 
rounding hills.  Its  depth  in  many  places  is  very  great,  and  several 
strata  occur,  separated  by  layers  of  shells,  or  blue  clay,  or  sand 
colored  by  iron.  The  general  aspect  of  the  green  sand  is  that  of  a 
bank  of  moist  bluish  clay — ^thougn  in  some  places  the  green  tint  is 
very  perceptible.  This  however  only  occurs  where  uie  earth  is 
dry.  When  thrown  into  heaps  by  the  side  of  the  pit,  the  mass 
falls  into  a  coarse  powder,  in  texture  and  color  very  closely  re- 
sembling gunpowder,  on  which  account  it  is  very  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  gunpatoder  mark  This  mass  consists  in 
very  large  proportion  of  the  pure  green  sand,  having  a  slight  ad- 
mixture of  clay,  and  in  many  places  of  minute  fra^nents  of  shells. 
Occasionally,  the  bank  presents  a  mass  of  the  pure  green  sand 
itself— and  again,  in  some  places  the  sbeUs  predominate.  In 
one  of  the  b^s  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Egypt,  I  discovered  small 
spiculo  of  gypsum,  or  sulphate  of  lime:  but  this  occurred  at  no 
other  locality — and  in  this  place  the  crystals  were  so  minute  and 
few  in  number  as  to  reqnire  the  use  of  a  microscope  to  be  seen 
distinctly.  The  moist  marl,  when  warmed  in  the  hand,  exhales  a 
strong  phosphoric  odor,  a  fact  which  I  believe  has  not  been  hitherto 
remarked. 

As  already  observed,  the  marl  frequently  contains  shells,  both  in 
an  entire  and  broken  condition.  This  however,  is  by  no  means 
universaL  In  fact,  the  great  minority  of  those  beds  in  actual  use 
contain  either  no  calcareous  matter,  or  a  very  minute  proportion  of 
it.  This  I  ascertained  by  chemical  examination.  In  the  vicinity  of 
Arney^s  Town,  Crosswiok's  Greek,  and  Shrewsbury,  as  well  as  other 
places,  much  of  the  marl  which  l^e  farmers  spread  over  their  land 
contains  no  carbonate  of  lime ;  while  at  New  Egypt  the  calcareous 
and  non-cakareous  marls  are  both  extensively  employed.  The  same 
is  true,  likewise,  of  the  beds  farther  south,  at  MolUoa  HilL    The 
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green  particles  themselves  have  an  inyariable  composition — ^and 
those  of  our  Virginia  marl  beds  are  perfectly  identical  with  those 
of  the  New  Jersey  deposit.  Thirty  grains  of  the  green  sand  yielded 
by  careful  analysis  : 

Silica, 15.61  grains. 

Protoxide  of  iron, 7.56      " 

Potash, 8.10      " 

Water, 3.00      " 

Magnesia, a  trace. 

These  results  agree  very  closely  with  the  determination  of  Rer- 
thier  of  France,  and  Seybert  of  Philadelphia.  The  former  operated 
npon  the  green  sand  of  Europe,  the  latter  npon  that  of  New  Jersey. 
It  appears  therefore  tbat  the  predominant  constituents  are  silica 
and  oxide  of  iron.  The  potash,  amounting  to  about  ten  per  oent. 
is  most  probably  the  ingredient  chiefly  concerned  in  the  agricultural 
agency  of  the  marl,  though  in  what  way  its  connection  with  tiie 
other  ingredients  is  severed  when  the  marl  is  spread  upon  the  land, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture. 

Throughout  all  the  district  in  which  this  deposit  occurs,  it  is  ex- 
tensively employed  in  agriculture.  In  the  neighborhood  of  Amey*B 
Town,  one  of  the  points  which  I  visited,  it  has  been  used  as  a  ma- 
nure for  the  last  thirty  years — but  its  general  introduction  is  of  more 
recent  date.  In  the  region  in  which  the  marl  chiefly  abounds,  the 
Boil  is  loamy,  having  in  some  places  a  large  intermixture  of  tena- 
cious clay.  East  of  this  tract,  which  is  a  narrow  band  nearly  paral- 
lel to  the  Delaware  River,  the  country  assumes  an  appearance  very 
similar  to  that  of  the  sandy  lands  of  Eastern  Virginia,  covered  with 
a  thick  growth  of  pine,  and  comparatively  unproductive.  On  both 
these  varieties  of  soil  the  green  sand  is  continually  used  with  the 
most  striking  benefit.  For  the  clay  soils,  the  more  sandy  marls  are 
of  course  preferred ;  and  for  the  sandy  soils,  those  Which  contain 
some  clay  along  with  the  marl.  The  proportion  in  common  use 
near  Arney's  Town,  is  ftom  ten  to  twenty  loads  per  acre.  In  other 
places  Ave  loads  or  even  less  is  found  to  be  samdent.  The  action 
of  the  marl  appears  to  be  very  permanent,  as  will  be  evinced  by  the 
following  statement.  In  a  large  quadrangular  field  over  which  I 
walked,  four  successive  applications  of  the  marl  had  been  made  at 
intervals  of  four  years — commencing  about  twenty  years  ago.  The 
first  dressing  was  applied  to  the  north  side— the  second  to  the  south — 
the  third  to  the  east,  and  the  fourth  to  the  west — while  a  small  space 
in  the  centre  was  left  without  any  marl.  All  four  sides  were  cov- 
ered with  a  heavy  crop  of  clover,  which  was  nearly,  if  not  quite  as 
luxuriant  on  the  north  as  either  of  the  other  sides,  while  the  space 
in  the  middle  was  almost  bare.  The  action  of  the  marl  appears  to 
be  most  powerfully  felt  by  clover  and  grass,  but  it  is  very  conspicu- 
ous also  with  small  grain  and  com.  A  very  intelligent  farmer  told 
me  that  it  more  than  tripled  his  clover  and  grass  crop,  and  doubled 
bis  small  grain. 

In  general  it  is  spread  upon  the  clover  every  fourth  year,  and 
ploughed  in  for  the  next  crop.    That  it  is  very  eflScient  on  sandy  soils 
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18  evinced  by  the  following  striking  fact  Some  years  ago  an  enter- 
prising farmer  near  New  Egypt,  purchased  two  hundred  acres  of 
tiie  Pine  Barren,  which,  by  marling,  he  has  converted  into  pasture 
sufficient  for  one  hundred  head  of  cattle.  8uch  is  the  demand  for 
the  marl,  even  at  a  considerable  distance,  that  it  has  become  an 
article  of  great  profit  to  the  proprietors  of  the  pits,  and  more  than 
one  individual  was  pointed  out  to  me  who  had  risen  to  wealth  by 
the  sale  of  marl. 

From  what  has  been  stated  it  will  at  once  be  evident  that  the 
discovery  of  extensive  and  accessible  beds  of  this  manure  in  Vir- 
ginia would  be  a  most  important  accession  to  the  resources  of  the 
state,  and  that  an  active  and  diligent  search  ought  forthwith  to  be 
commenced  throughout  all  the  region  in  which  there  is  a  probabil-  ' 
ity  that  it  exists.  Every  aid  which  it  is  in  my  power  to  give,  will 
be  cheeHuUy  bestowed  in  furtherance  of  this  inquiry :  and  as  I  feel 
the  double  interest  of  a  scientific  curiosity,  and  a  sincere  solicitude 
for  the  agricultural  prosperity  of  our  state,  I  shall  gladly  receive  all 
fossils  and  other  specimens  which  may  be  transmitted  for  inspection 
or  analysis,  giving  them  a  prompt  attention,  and  communicating  in 
reply  such  hints  as  may  promise  to  be  most  useful  in  this  deeply  in- 
teresting and  important  investigation. 

WlC.  B.  ROGSRS. 


Apparatus  for  analyzing  Marl  and  the  Carbonates  in  gen- 
eral. 

WiLUAu  Aim  Mart  Collbob, 
June  27,  1884. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Farmeri*  RegUter: 

The  apparatus  which  I  am  about  to  describe,  is  intended  to  give 
greater  accuracy  and  facility  to  the  usual  process  for  determining  the 
quantity  of  carbonic  acid  in  inarl,  or  in  any  of  the  carbonates.  By 
the  common  method,  the  two  vessels  containing  severally  the  marl 
and  the  muriatic  acid  are  placed  in  one  of  the  scales  of  a  delicate 
balance,  and  there  counterpoised  by  weights  put  into  the  other 
scale.  The  acid  is  then  poured  upon  the  marl,  and  after  all  the 
carbonic  acid  has  been  discharged,  the  equilibrium  is  restored  by 
adding  weights  to  one,  or  abstracting  them  from  the  other  scale. 
In  principle,  this  method  is  entirely  free  from  objection:  but 
as  usually  conducted,  it  can  not  be  relied  upon  as  accurate.  This 
want  of  precision  arises,  in  the  first  place,  from  the  escape  of 
aqueous  vapor,  along  with  the  carbonic  acid  which  is  discharged, 
thus  making  a  greater  weight  necessary  for  restoring  the  equilib- 
rium, than  is  due  to  the  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  whicn  has  escaped 
—and  secondly,  from  the  greater  weight  of  the  vessels  containing 
the  marl  and  acid  impairing  the  sensibility  of  the  balance,  and  thus 
rendering  it  impossible  to  estimate  the  carbonic  acid  to  small  frac- 
tions of  a  grain.    The  first  of  these  objections  has  long  been  obvi- 
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ated  in  the  chemical  analysis  of  the  carbonates,  by  oansing  the  gas 
as  it  escapes  to  pass  through  a  tube  containing  dried  muriate  of  lime : 
and  the  latter  has  been  in  some  measure  removed  by  a  contrivance 
of  the  great  practical  chemist  Rose ;  which,  however,  as  it  is  incon- 
venient and  uncertain  in  the  manipulation,  I  shall  not  here  de- 
scribe. 

The  apparatus  which  I  have  devised,  is,  I  think,  free  from  these 
objections,  and  enables  the  operator  to  proceed  with  great  accuracy 
and  despatch.  It  has  the  advantage  of  being  very  easily  constructed, 
and  of  being  used  with  a  balance  that  can  be  procured  at  a  very 
moderate  price.  Moreover,  the  quantity  of  marl  which  is  necessary 
for  experiment  in  no  case  exceeding  ten  grains,  specimens  for  analy- 
'  sis  may  be  easily  forwarded  by  letter. 

The  balance  which  I  use  with  this  apparatus  is  a  small  gold- 
smith's balance— such  as  may  be  procured  f(»r  a  few  dollars  in  New 
York.  It  is  very  light,  and  turns,  when  unloaded,  with  the  T^^th  of 
a  grain.  My  set  of  weights,  obtained  from  Millington  in  Philadel- 
phia, extends  to  tenths  and  hundredths  of  the  grain. 

The  accompanying  figure  will  convey  a  distinct  idea  of  the  ap- 
paratus and  mode  of  using  it.  One  of  the  scales  is  removed  to 
admit  of  suspending  the  apparatus  by  a  double  thread  over  the  hook 
of  the  beam.  The  other  is  made  of  something  light,  as  a  piece  of 
card.  In  this  way  all  unnecessary  weight  upon  the  beam  is  avoided, 
and  its  sensibUity  preserved. 


A,  is  a  light  bulb  of  glass,  blown  very  thin  from  a  common  piece 
of  tube,  and  about  one  inch  in  diameter.  A  cork  is  fitted  to  its 
mouth,  and  through  this  the  tapered  ends  of  the  bent  glass  tubes,  B 
and  C,  are  passed  air  tight ;  the  extremity  of  the  latter  extending 
some  distance  into  the  vessel.  The  tube  B,  through  which  the  gas 
escapes,  is  filled  with  fragments  of  muriate  of  lime.  The  tube  0, 
which  contains  the  muriatic  acid,  is  furnished  with  a  light  piston  of 
cork  or  cotton,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  fixed  a  rod  or  handle  made 
of  a  small  stiff  straw.  This  instrument,  when  charged  with  mari 
and  acid,  does  not  weigh  more  than  120  grains.  The  whole  load  of 
the  beam  is  therefore  240  grains,  and  it  is  still  sensible  to  the  liirth 
of  a  grain. 
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The  mode  of  proceeding  with  the  aDaljris  iB  as  follows,  five  or 
ten  grains  of  the  finely  powdered  marl  is  introdaoed  into  the  vessel 
A,  and  then  two  or  three  drops  of  water  added  to  assist  the  diffusion 
of  the  acid.  The  small  end  of  the  tuhe  C,  now  removed  from  the 
cork,  is  dipped  into  some  mnriatio  acid  in  a  wine  glass,  and  the 
piston  moved  backwards  and  forwards  until  the  necessary  quantity  of 
acid  has  been  drawn  in.  The  tube  is  then  replaced  in  the  cork,  and 
in  this  state  the  instrument  is  counterpoised  by  weights  in  the  op- 
posite scale.  The  piston  being  then  gradually  foro^  in,  the  acid  is 
iigected  drop  by  drop,  upon  the  marl,  and  the  gas  escapes  by  the 
tube  B,  depositing  the  aqueous  vapor  in  its  passage,  on  the  mnriate 
of  lime.  Allowing  the  apparatus  to  rest  until  the  gas  has  entirely 
escaped,  and  the  decomposition  is  complete,  the  equilibrium  is'  re-  ' 
stored  by  placing  weights  "upon  the  clear  top  of  the  cork,  or  by 
removing  weights  from  the  scale.  In  this  way  the  weight  of  the 
disengaged  gas  is  accurately  determined,  and  the  proportion  of  car- 
bonate of  lime  thence  computed. 

An  analysis  of  a  specimen  of  marl  from  James  City,  just  com- 
pleted, will  serve  as  an  illustration  of  the  method.  Ten  grains  of 
the  finely  powdered  marl  was  introduced  with  a  little  water  into 
the  vessel  A,  the  instrument  was  then  charged  and  equipoised. 
The  acid  being  iigected,  the  whole  was  allowMl  to  rest  for  an  hour. 
The  weight  lost  was  9.91  grains.  Increasing  this  in  the  ratio  of  44 
to  100,  gives  6.61  grains  of  carbonate  of  lime  in  the  10  grains  of 
marl — or  almost  precisely  66  per  cent. 

The  frequent  calls  upon  me  for  the  analysis  of  specimens  of  marl, 
first  led  me  to  the  construction  of  this  apparatus,  and  I  have  since 
found  it  so  convenient  and^accurate,  that  1  can  recommend  its  adop- 
tion to  such  of  yonr  readers  as  may  have  a  taste  for  chemical  in- 
qniries  connected  with  agriculture.  Any  ordinary  worker  in  glass 
will  construct  the  instrument,  and  skill  in  manipulating  with  it  may 
be  soon  and  easily  acquired. 

Wm.  B.  Rogers. 


(Fsox  nu  Fxunss'  Bbguteb  or  M.at,  1835.) 

Mtrther  Observations  on  the  Green  Sand  and  Calcareous 

Marl  of  Virginia. 

In  a  communication  published  in  the  third  number  of  the 
"  Beg^stor,"  I  announced  the  discovery  of  the  greensand,  or  silicate 
of  iron  and  potash,  in  the  ordinary  tertiary  marl  in  Lower  Virginia. 
Greological  considerations,  taken  in  connection  with  this^  discov- 
ery, 1^  to  the  inference  that  an  older  deposit,  consisting  in  much 
larger  proportion  of  this  peoaliar  substance,  would  be  found  in  a 
region  more  remote  from  the  seaboard,  nud  not  far  below  the  head 
of  tide;  and  from  the  great  agricultural  value  of  tliis  substance,  as 
proved  by  the  experience  of  the  farmers  in  New  Jersey,  1  was  in- 
duced to  point  out  its  probable  position,  and  to  give  such  hints  and 


12 

direotions  with  regard  to  its  aocompan  jing  indications  as  might  prove 
nsefal  in  any  researches  which  might  he  undertaken  hj  persons 
residing  in  the  region  in  which  it  was  supposed  to  exist  Since  the 
pablication  of  the  paper  referred  to,  as  far  as  other  engagements 
would  permit,  this  important  inquiry  has  been  activelj  continued, 
not  only  in  reference  to  the  presamed  deposit  above  mentioned, 
but  also  to  the  extensive  calcareous  formation  of  our  lower  counties. 

Besides  the  practical  importance  of  this  investigation  to  the 
agrioalture  of  a  large  district  of  the  state,  in  a  purely  geological 
aspect,  it  was  calculated  to  excite  the  highest  interest.  In  the  vast 
region  of  our  tide>water  country,  at  farthest,  only  two  members  of 
the  teriiaty  group  of  formations  had  been  hitherto  discovered,  and 
no  decided  indications  of  a  iecondary  deposit  likely  to  prove  inter- 
esting to  men  of  science,  had  been  fonnd.  At  tbe  mouth  of  the 
Potomac,  and  at  some  other  points,  a  deposit  had  been  detected  by 
Mr.  Oonrad  of  Philadelphia,  which  from  the  great  predominance 
of  sheila  of  existing  gpeeies^  was  regarded  by  him  as  belonging  to 
the  upper  or  newer  tertiary.  The  same  eminent  conchologist,  by 
an  examination  of  numerous  fossils  from  York  town,  Suffolk,  the 
James  River,  near  Smithtield,  and  other  localities,  had  clearly  proved 
that  this  portion  of  the  tertiary  series  was  of  greater  antiquity  than 
the  former,  and  accordingly  he  has  recently  applied  to  it  the  title  of 
middle  tertiary — which,  as  some  geologists  in  Europe  divide  the 
tertiary  group  into  four  periods,  would  include  both  the  second  and 
third  of  these  sabordinate  formations.  The  lewer  tertiary,  which 
Mr.  Conrad  bad  so  successfully  investigated  in  Alabama,  had  not  as 
yet  been  brought  to  light  within  the  limits  of  Virginia.  Thus,  there- 
fore, these  inquiries  appeared  fraught  with  the  lively  interest  of 
scientific  discovery,  while  at  the  same  time  they  inspired  the  ani- 
mating hope  that  in  some  of  their  results  they  might  eventually  be 
found  conaucive  to  the  interests  of  an  important  district  of  the  State. 

From  the  great  extent  of  the  middle  tertiary  of  Lower  Virginia, 
it  was  to  be  expected  that,  notwithstanding  the  diligence  and  learn- 
ing of  tliose  who  had  vbited  several  of  its  interesting  localities  with 
the  view  of  studying  its  fossil  contents,  an  extensive  field  of  future 
discovery  would  be  opened  to  the  scientific  explorer — and  a  great 
variety  of  new  and  peculiar  fossils  would  be  brought  to  light.  To 
a  certain  extent  this  anticipation  has  been  realized ;  and  the  occa- 
sional examinations  which  I  have  made  in  this  vicinity,  and  at  some 
remote  points,  have  been  rewarded  by  an  extension  of  the  list  of 
fossils,  and  the  discovery  of  a  number  of  new  and  interesting  species. 
To  the  readers  of  the  *'  Register,"  generally,  the  details  of  these  ob- 
servations would  appear  unimportuit,  if  not  useless,  and  must  there- 
fore be  omitted.  At  the  same  time,  I  may  be  allowed  to  add,  that 
such  facts  are  frequently  invested  with  a  practical  interest^  by  the 
aids  which  they  furnish  to  other  and  more  important  discoveries ; 
and  that,  however  little  value  in  the  abstract  would  attach  to  an 
enumeration  of  the  shells,  zoophytes,  and  other  remains  of  our  marl 
banks,  they  are  absolutely  essential  in  studying  the  physical  history 
of  this  portion  of  the  globe,  and  may  prove  of  some  assistance,  not 
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only  in  gaiding  the  reeearches  of  the  fiirmer  after  marl,  hnt  in  direct- 
ing his  choice  of  calcareous  manure,  when  varions  deposits  of  this 
SDbstanee  are  offered  for  his  selection.  Of  the  latter  point,  several 
strikiDg  illaBtrations  might  be  adduced — but  I  shall  content  mjself, 
for  the  present^  with  the  statement  of  a  single  fact.  A  small  shell 
of  rottgu  exterior  and  rather  irregular  form,  a  speciee  of  ehama,  is 
frequently  found  in  very  extensive  beds  in  this  vicinity  and  at  other 
points,  forming  nearly  the  «itire  calcareous  portion  of  the  deposit 
From  its  peoufiar  form  and  friable  character,  it  is  most  generally  in 
a  condition  to  be  eminently  serviceable  aa  a  manure.  As  the  strata 
both  above  and  below  are  often  of  a  very  different  texture,  though 
perhaps  nearly  equal  to  it  in  regard  to  their  calcareous  contents,  a 
choice  is  at  once  presented  to  the  farmer,  in  which  he  will  be  guided 
even  more  by  the  nature  of  the  shell  embedded  than  by  the  com- 
parative abundance  of  carbonate  of  lime.  But  so  little  attention  has 
been  paid  to  the  character  of  the  fossils  contained  in  our  nuirl  banks, 
that  even  in  places  where  the  manure  has  been  longest  and  most 
sucoessftiUy  in  use,  a  less  valuable  stratum  is  sometimes  selected  in 
preference  to  one  of  superior  fertilizing  power.  A  more  minute 
observation  of  such  particulars  can  scarcely  be  expected  in  the  ab- 
sence of  some  popular  guide,  in  the  form  of  delineations  and  descrip- 
tions of  the  more  prominent  sh^s,  exempted  aa  much  as  possible 
from  technical  or  merely  scientific  phraseology.  Some  such  illus- 
trations may  hereafter  be  furnished  in  a  cheap  form  in  the  progress 
of  a  geological  examination  of  the  eastern  region  of  our  state. 

Since  the  publication  of  my  former  paper,  a  great  number  of 
additi<»kal  observations  have  been  made  with  regard  to  the  green 
sand  contained  in  our  ordinary  middle  tertiary  marl.  Its  uniform 
presence  in  this  deposit,  in  a  greater  or  less  proportion,  seems  now 
to  be  sufficiently  establi^ed.  That  it  is  generall/y  present  in  suffi- 
cient quantity  to  enhance  in  any  important  degree  the  agricultural 
utility  ot  the  manure,  it  would  be  going  too  far  to  assert;  but  that 
in  many  cases  the  proportion  is  such  aa  cannot  fail  of  producing 
highly  beneficial  effects  upon  vegetati<m,  would  seem  to  be  demon- 
strated, not  only  by  the  long  experience  of  the  farmers  of  New  Jer- 
sey with  the  green  sand  itself,  but  by  the  observations  of  individuals 
among  ourselves  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  applying  a  calcare- 
ous marl  in  which  this  substance  is  peculiarly  abundant.  In  the  vi- 
cinity of  Williamsburg,  almost  every  variety  of  the  common  marl  may 
be  found ;  but  that  which  has  been  observed  to  produce  the  most  strik- 
ing effects  as  a  manure,  has  uniformly  yielded  to  chemical  examina- 
tion a  comparatively  large  proportion  of  the  green  sand.  When  there- 
fore, it  is  in  the  power  of  the  farmer  to  make  the  selection,  such  marl 
should  be  chosen,  as,  along  with  a  large  proportion  of  calcareous  mat- 
ter in  a  suitable  state  of  subdivision,  contains  also  as  great  an  amount 
as  possible  of  this  auxiliary  manure.  The  beds  of  ehama  already  re^ 
ferred  to,  as  abounding  on  sK>me  estates  in  this  vicinity,  are  pecul- 
iarly rich  in  this  ingredient,  and  are  hence,  as  well  as  from  their 
friable  texture,  generally  selected  in  preference  to  all  others.  In 
some  of  these  deposits,  as  large  a  proportion  as  thirty,  and  in  some 
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specimens  fort j  per  cent,  has  been  foand ;  and  in  cases  like  this,  if 
we  are  to  tmst  the  experience  of  New  Jersey,  a  very  marlced  addi- 
tion to  the  fertilizing  power  of  the  marl  most  be  ascribed  to  the 
presence  of  this  ingredient. 

In  allading  thna  to  the  influence  of  the  green  sand  as  an  aazil- 
iary  manure,  the  inquiry  naturally  arisen,  to  which  of  its  ingredi- 
ents are  its  meliorating  effects  to  be  ascribed,  or  do  they  arise  from 
the  conjoint  action  of  the  potash  and  oxide  of  iron  which  it  con- 
tains ?  To  this  inquiry,  perhaps,  it  would  be  premature  to  attempt 
to  respond.  At  all  events,  the  rationale  of  its  action  can  not  be 
giyen  with  that  certainty  which  in  such  matters,  it  is  desirable  to 
attain.  As  stated  in  the  former  communication,  its  components  are 
protoxide  of  iron,  potash  and  silex ;  the  latter  ingredient  appearing 
to  act,  as  it  is  known  to  do  in  many  rocks,  in  the  capacity  of  an 
acid.  In  virtue  of  the  potash  contained  in  the  green  sand,  we 
would  naturally  infer  an  agency  in  neutralizing  acids  similar  to  that 
of  lime,  or  its  carbonate  and  the  extent  to  which  the  manure  pos- 
sesses this  property,  must  appear  still  further  increased  when  we 
advert  to  the  chemical  nature  of  the  protoxide  of  iron. 

Iron,  like  most  other  metallic  bodies,  combines  with  oxygen  in 
more  than  one  proportion.  These  compounds,  or  oxid«$  as  they  are 
termed,  are  two  in  number,  and  in  accordance  with  the  general  rule 
adoptea  by  chemists  in  designating  this  class  of  substances,  that 
which  contains  the  least  proportion  of  oxygen,  is  called  the  protox- 
ide, that  containing  the  most,  the  peroxide.  The  rust  of  iron,  and 
the  red  coloring  of  ochreous  days,  and  of  bricks  and  tiles,  are  im- 
pure specimens  of  the  peroxide  of  iron.  The  protoxide  is  never 
found  in  an  uncombined  condition ;  and  such  is  the  avidity  with 
which  it  imbibes  an  additional  quantity  of  oxygen,  or  unites  with 
carbonic  and  other  acids,  that  it  undergoes  a  rapid  change  when- 
ever disengaged.  Hence,  under  favorable  circumstances,  a  strong 
neutralizing  action  might  be  anticipated  from  this  ingredient  of 
the  green  sand.  We  may  therefore,  for  the  present,  rest  our  ex- 
planation of  the  agency  of  this  manure  upon  the  alkaline  proper- 
ties of  these  two  constituents,  the  potash  and  the  protoxide  of  iron. 
But  in  suggesting  this  explanation,  it  must  be  freely  confessed  tliat, 
especially  as  relates  to  the  action  of  the  protoxide  of  iron,  it  must 
be  looked  upon  as  problematical,  and  requiring  for  the  establishment 
of  its  truth,  an  experimental  knowledge  of  the  influence  of  this  sub- 
stance upon  the  growing  vegetable,  of  which  nothing  has  as  yet 
been  positively  determined. 

As  already  indicated,  when  these  inquiries  were  entered  upon, 
and  at  the  time  when  my  flrst  communication  appeared  in  the  **  Regis- 
ter," the  existence  of  a  lotoer  tertiary  deposit  in  Virginia  had  not 
been  ascertained.  The  industry  of  Mr.  Conrad  had  brought  to  light 
a  formation  of  this  nature  in  Alabama,  and  had  led  to  the  probable 
inference  that  it  existed  at  Fort  Washington  in  Maryland.  Moreover, 
one  or  two  of  the  fossils  obtained  from  the  editor  of  the  "  Register  " 
encouraged  the  hope  that  it  might  be  found  in  our  own  state.  The 
observations  of  that  gentleman  respecting  the  gypseous  earth  of 
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James  Ri^er  had  appeared  some  time  before,  and  thongb  nothing 
positive  oonld  be  'gained  from  them,  in  relation  to  the  geologiccd 
character  of  the  deposit  to  which  he  affixed  that  name,  thej  threw 
oat  the  important  and  sagacioos  snggestion,  that  this  earth  was  the 
same  with  the  green  sand  of  New  Jersey,  or  at  least  a  substance  of 
analogons  character.  We  shall  in  the  sequel,  learn  that  though 
geologically  the  two  formations  belong  to  periods  which  are  dis- 
tinct, the  gypseous  earth  contains  a  large  proportion  of  that  partic- 
ular ingredient,  (the  green  silicate  of  iron  and  potash),  of  which  the 
New  Jersey  deposit  fdmost  exclusively  consists.  We  are  therefore 
indebted  to  the  editor  of  the  ^^  Register,"  for  the  announcement  of 
the  important  fact  that  the  green  sand,  or  a  substance  analogous  to 
it,  existed  in  certain  localities  on  the  James  River. 

Following  up  the  suggestions  of  geological  analogy,  alluded  to 
in  my  first  paper,  and  stimulated  by  the  observations  and  statements 
of  Mr.  Ruffin,  I  have  been  enabled  by  personal  inspection,  and 
through  the  kindness  of  correspondents,  to  ascertain  with  cer- 
tainty, the  existence  of  a  lower  tertiary  deposit  throughout  an  ex- 
tensive district  of  Eastern  Virginia,  and  moreover  to  determine 
what  is  far  more  important  to  the  agriculture  of  this  region,  that 
the  deposit  in  question  comprises  immense  strata  of  green  sand, 

yerhaps  nearly  equal  in  value  to  that  which  is  in  use  in  New 
ersey.  The  reader,  however,  is  by  no  means  to  infer  from  the  ex- 
istence of  the  green  sand  so  abundant,  both  in  this  lower  tertiary 
and  in  the  New  Jersey  formation,  that  the  two  deposits  belong  to 
the  same  geological  era.  I  have  already  stated  that  the  New  Jersey 
green  sand  is  a  mcondary  deposit,  and  of  course  anterior  to  the 
formation  here  designated  as  lower  tertiary.  The  shells  and  other 
fossils,  entombed  in  the  two  deposits  are  strikingly  different,  and 
characteristic  of  difference  of  geological  antiquity.  As  it  is  desir- 
able that  clear  ideas  should  be  entertained,  in  relation  to  the  distinc- 
tion here  drawn,  I  would  claim  the  indulgence  of  the  reader  in  pre- 
senting such  explanations  and  illustrations  as  are  calculated  to 
throw  light  upon  a  subject  in  which,  at  least  in  some  particulars,  all 
are  obviously  interested. 

The  term  primary  having  been  adopted  by  geologists  as  desig- 
nating that  extensive  class  of  rocks  which  from  various  indications, 
appeared  in  general  to  have  originated ^^^,  and  which  are  destitute 
of  all  traces  of  animal  or  vegetable  existence — ^the  title  of  eee&ndary 
was'  of  course  appropriated  to  a  class,  apparently  of  more  recent 
origin,  usually  overlying  the  former,  and  in  which,  in  many  cases  an 
enormous  accumulation  of  organic  remains  had  been  discovered. 
A  minute  examination  of  these  remains,  consisting  of  shells,  the 
bones  of  animals,  etc.,  disclosed  the  curious  fact  that  they  belonged 
to  races  of  beings  of  which  at  present  there  are  only  a  very  few 
living  representatives.  Subsequent  observations,  ^rst  systematically 
made  by  Ouvier  and  Brogniart  in  the  vicinity  of  Paris,  further 
demonstrated  that,  overlying  the  Secondary  formation  of  that  region, 
there  existed  an  extensive  series  of  deposits  of  great  thickness,  the 
foflsil  contentB  of  which  were,  on  the  whole,  very  dissimilar  from 
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those  of  the  former — ^not  onlj  aU  the  ipeeieij  hut  many  of  the  most 
remarkable  animal  and  vegetable  forms  being  distinct,  while  at  the 
same  time  many  of  the  species  were  observed  to  be  identical  with 
others  now  alive.  The  diiierence  thus  marked  between  the  two  series 
of  deposits,  miiformlj  prevailing  wherever  they  were  observed,  led 
to  the  introduction  of  the  term  tertiary,  to  designate  the  upper  and 
more  recent.  By  scrutinizing  in  detail  the  tertiary  series,  it  was 
soon  discovered  to  consist  of  several  distinct  subordinate  formations, 
characterized  by  peculiar  fossils,  and  becoming  more  assimilated  in 
their  organic  contents  to  the  existing  living  world,  in  proportion  as 
their  position  in  the  series  approached  nearer  and  nearer  to  the 
surface.  The  most  recent  systematic  writer  on  geology,  and  one  of 
the  most  learned  and  able  geologists  of  the  day,  has  distinguished 
four  subordinate  formations  in  the  tertiary  series — and  has  given  to 
each  a  specific  name  expressive  of  its  relative  period  of  deposition. 
Though  unwilling  to  perplex  the  reader  with  the  terms  of  science, 
I  may  perhaps  be  excused  on  this  occasion  for  introducing  the 
names  here  referred  to,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  likely  to  be  met 
with  frequently  hereafter  in  geological  descriptions  of  the  tertiary 
deposits  of  this  country — and  as  they  are  distinctive  of  things  which 
are  characteristicaDy  different^  and  which  have  received  no  other 
denominations  so  appropriate,  they  have  a  just  claim  to  be  received. 
The  terms  thus  employed  by  Mr.  Lydl,  the  distinguished  geologist 
above  alluded  to,  are — 

1st.  Flioeene,  indicating  a  maQ(MrUy  of  the  contained  fossils  to  be 
recent^  and  divided  into  newer  and  older  Pliocene.  Under  Uiis  head 
are  comprised  some  of  the  shell  deposits  near  the  mouths  of  our 
rivers. 

2nd.  MioeeTie^  indicating  a  minority  ot  the  contained  fossils  to  be 
recent.  To  this  formation  belong  most  of  our  calcareous  strata  which 
have  previously  been  referred  to  under  the  title  of  ndddle  tertiary. 

8rd.  Eocene^  signifying  the  dawn;  indicating  the  presence  of  a 
few  fossils  analogous  to  living  species,  or  in  other  words  a  dawning  of 
that  condition  of  the  animated  world  which  now  prevails.    Ezam- 

1>les  of  this  are  furnished  in  the  lower  tertiary  of  Alabama,  and  the 
ower  tertiary  here  alluded  to  as  recentiy  discovered  in  Virginia. 

The  nature  of  the  materials  in  which  the  fossils  of  these  differ- 
ent deposits  are  embedded  is  very  various.  Sometimes  the  forma- 
tion is  a  soft  sand  or  clay— sometimes  a  sandstone  or  limestone  of 
comparative  hardness.  In  some  cases  the  deposition  appears,  from 
the  nature  of  the  fossils,  to  have  been  made  beneath  the  ocean — 
sometimes  at  the  bottom  of  an  extensive  lake.  In  the  vicinity  of 
Paris,  there  are  three  marine  formations  alternating  with  two  of 
fresh  water  or  lake  origin ;  and  from  one  of  the  latter,  the  celebrated 
gypsum  or  plaster  of  Paris  is  extensively  quarried.  In  Yir^nia  no 
traces  of  a  fresh  water  tertiary  have  as  yet  been  discerned.  The 
general  direction  of  the  deposit  is  horizontal,  and  the  whole  appears 
to  have  been  formed  at  successive  eras  beneath  the  waters  of  the 
ocean. 

From  what  has  now  been  said,  it  will  at  once  appear  that  strong 
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features  of  resemblance  are  presented  in  the  geology  even  of  the 
more  recent  formations  in  this  conntry  and  Europe.  The  most 
striking  similarity  exists  between  the  Secondary  of  In  ew  Jersey  and 
that  of  the  Paris  basin — as  far  as  fossil  contents  are  concerned. 
Bnt  in  £nrope  a  great  proportion  of  these  fossils  are  embedded  in 
chalk ;  whereas,  in  New  Jersey,  no  chalk  has  been  discovered,  and 
its  place  is  occupied  by  green  sand,  very  similar  to  that  which,  in 
the  former  localities,  alternates  with  the  layers  of  chalk. 

The  lower  tertiary  or  eocene  of  Virginia,  is  found  in  a  band 
of  yariable  and  as  yet  unascertained  br^th,  traversing  the  state 
nearly  in  a  direction  from  north  to  south.  It  makes  its  appearance 
on  both  sides  of  the  Potomac,  in  a  line  a  little  east  of  Fredericks- 
burg. It  then  crosses  the  Rappahannock  near  Port  Royal,  the 
Pamunkey  probably  near  Piping  Tree,  and  the  James  River  at 
Cc^n's  Pomt.  With  regard  to  the  course  farther  south,  though  its 
existence  is  probable,  additional  data  are  required. 

In  general  character,  this  formation  may  be  thus  described.  At 
the  base  of  the  cliff  or  bank,  there  usually  exists  a  stratum  of  what 
at  first  si^t  appears  to  be  a  blue  or  black  clay,  but  which,  on  further 
examination,  is  found  to  consist  principaUy  of  particles  of  the  sili- 
cate of  iron  and  potash,  which  when  dried,  becomes  of  a  lively 
green  color.  Mingled  with  this  substance  are  portions  of  common 
olay  and  sand,  and  numerous  minute,  shining  scales  of  mica.  Em- 
bedded in  the  mass,  and  usually  in  a  very  friable  condition,  numer- 
ous shells  chiefly  of  small  dimensions  will  be  found.  Sometimes 
however,  the  matter  of  the  shell  has  entirely  disappeared,  leaving  a 
distinct  cast  or  impression  in  the  earth,  by  which  its  specific  charac- 
ter may  often  be  ascertained.  Immediately  above  this  stratum  is  a 
heavy  deposit  of  what  Mr.  RufiSn  has  described  as  gypseous  earth. 
Large  masses  of  crystaUissed  gypsum,  and  sometimes  the  most  beau- 
tiful groups  of  perfect  crystf^  of  this  substance,  are  disseminated 
throughout  this  layer.  It  was  this  portion  of  the  formation  which 
Mr.  RuflSn  conceived  to  be  identical  with  the  green  sand  of  New 
Jersey.  In  color,  this  stratum  varies  from  a  greenish  yellow  to  a 
brown.  Besides  a  considerable  prc^ortion  of  green  sand,  it  con- 
tains, in  addition  to  the  crystallized  gypsum,  a  notable  amount  of 
this  substance  in  a  subdivided  state,  and  seemingly  occupying  the 

Slace  of  the  shells  which  were  formerly  present,  and  have  been 
eoomposed  under  the  chemical  agency  of  some  substance  which 
filtrated  in  solution  through  the  mass.  Incumbent  upon  this  bed  is 
a  thin  layer  of  very  pure  white  clay,  of  a  texture  which  would 
recommend  it  to  various  useful  purposes.  Overlying  the  olay  in 
some  places,  is  a  stratum  of  shell  marl  in  a  very  subdivided  state,  con- 
taining masses  of  casts  and  shells  approaching  to  the  hardness  of 
rock.  This  is  the  uppermost  layer  of  the  eocene  or  lower  tertiary 
formation.  Yet  at  some  points  a  stratum  of  the  ordinary  middle 
tertiary. marl  rests  almost  immediately  upon  the  former,  and  would 
not  by  an  ordinary  observer  be  recognized  as  distinct.  At  Tarbay, 
where  this  succession  of  strata  was  observed,  a  thin  and  scarcely  dis- 
tinct layer  of  small  brownish  red  pebbles  intervenes  between  these 
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two  layers  of  shells,  seeming  to  roark  a  comparatively  violent  action 
of  the  waters  in  the  interval  of  the  two  deposits.  Bat  an  examina- 
tion of  the  shells,  in  these  two  contigaoos  strata,  affords  abundant 
evidence  of  their  belonging  to  distinct  geological  epochs.  In  the 
upper  stratum  the  large  scallops,  the  common  oyster  of  our  marl, 
and  all  the  usual  ingredients  of  our  middle  tertiary  or  miooene 
formation,  may  be  recognized.  In  the  lower  bed  few  or  none  of 
them  exist,  but  certain  characteristic  shells  belonging  to  the  eocene 
period  are  entombed.  Similar  fossils  appear  below,  in  the  green 
sAnd  beneath  the  gypseous  earth ;  and  here  a  great  variety  of  beauti- 
ful specimens  may  be  discerned.  An  enumeration  of  these  fossils 
in  this  place  would  of  course  be  attended  neither  with  utility  nor 
interest,  and  indeed,  were  it  advisable  in  the  present  stage  of  the 
inquiry,  it  could  not  be  made,  on  account  of  the  necessity  of  com- 
paring the  specimens  with  shells  from  other  localities  in  Europe  and 
this  country,  in  order  to  identify  species,  and  to  decide  upon  those 
which  are  new,  or  peculiar  to  our  own  formation.  That  many  such 
exist,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  and  with  future  leisure  it  is 
hoped  that  they  will  be  named  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  day, 
and  described  in  the  appropriate  place.*  It  will  however  be  of  real 
value  to  the  reader,  in  any  inquiries  which  he  may  institute  in  refer- 
ence to  this  formation,  to  obtain  some  general  idea  of  the  characters 
of  two  or  three  of  the  more  conspicuous  and  characteristic  shells. 
The  observer  will  perhaps  be  able  to  recognize  the  following — 

1st.  The  Oardita  planieo$ta.  This  shell  is  of  various  sizes,  rarely 
however  equalling  that  of  the  dam.  In  form  it  bears  some  resem- 
blance to  that  shell ;  but  on  the  convex  side  a  number  of  flattened 
ridges  run  from  the  knobbed  extremity  near  the  hinge,  spreading 
from  each  other  and  enlarging  as  they  approach  the  margin.  The 
hinge  part  of  the  shell  is  very  thick.  This  sheU  occurs  abundantly 
in  the  eocene  or  lower  tertisry  of  Europe,  and  also  in  that  of  Ala- 
bama. 

2nd.  Oitrea  $elktformis,  or  saddle-shaped  oyster.  This  shell  is 
very  peculiar,  having,  when  full-grown,  such  a  lateral  extension  on 
each  side  as  to  present,  when  the  hollow  of  the  shell  is  turned  down, 
a  very  distinct  resemblance  to  a  saddle  with  its  two  depending  flaps. 
It  is  found  abundantly  in  the  eocene  of  Alabama. 

drd.  Funu  longmvia^  a  small  shell  less  than  an  inch  in  length,  and 
resembling  in  general  form  those  which  are  commonly  called  conchs. 
It  is  however  flattened  down  on  one  side  as  if  it  had  been  subjected 
to  pressure.  This  shell  occurs  abundantly  in  the  eocene  of  Europe, 
but  I  believe  has  not  until  now  been  discovered  in  the  correspond- 
ing formation  of  this  country. 

These  three  fossils,  which  are  all  found  in  great  numbers  in  such 
of  the  eocene  localities  in  Virginia  as  I  have  examined,  are  suffi- 
cient to  identify  the  formation  wherever  they  may  be  discovered. 
But  as  already  indicated,  they  are  accompanied  by  a  variety  of 

♦  Theee  shells  were  described  by  W.  B.  Boflere  and  H.  D.  Kogere  in  a 
series  of  oontributiona  to  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  1836, 1887  and 
1889. 
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other  ehells,  a  krge  proportion  of  which  woald  appear  to  be  pecul- 
iar to  this  particalar  region.  It  woald  seem  that  the  eocene  of 
Virginia  though  agreeing  with  that  of  Alabama,  containB  some 
fossils  found  also  in  the  Paris  eocene,  and  which  are  absent  from 
that  of  Alabama. 

In  most  of  the  specimens  of  mar]  from  this  region  hitherto 
examined,  besides  a  large  amoont  of  green  sand,  I  have  found  a 
considerable  proportion  of  gypsum,  and  in  some  of  them  as  much 
as  forty  or  fifty  per  cent  of  carbonate  of  lime.  Specimens  received 
from  Dr.  Gorbin  Braxton,  at  the  Piping  Tree,  were  found  to  con- 
tain, along  with  much  green  sand,  a  great  amount  of  carbonate  of 
lime,  and  some  gypsum.  Judging  from  its  composition  and  texture, 
it  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  very  valuable  manure.  At  Goggin's 
Point,  the  lower  stratum  before  described,  contains  from  sixty  to 
seventy  per  cent  of  the  green  sand,  with  a  small  proportion  of  car- 
bonate of  lime,  and  occasionally  a  Jittle  gypsum.  The  next  deposit 
above,  (the  gypseous  earth),  abounds  in  gypsum,  but  contains  less 
green  sand  than  the  former.  Of  this  ingredient,  however,  it  still 
possesses  a  very  considerable  proportion.  In  alluding  to  the  pow- 
erful effects  of  the  gypseous  earth,  in  a  trial  which  he  made,  the 
author  of  the  *^  Essay  on  Calcareous  Manures  ^'  describes  them  as 
much  greater  than  could  be  accounted  for  by  the  proportion  of 
gypsum  present,  and  hence  throws  out  the  suggestion  that  some 
other  fertilizing  ingredient  was  contained  in  the  earth.  This  addi- 
tional effect  must  doubtless  be  ascribed  to  the  presence  of  the  green 
sand. 

In  prosecuting  the  Geological  Survey  of  Maryland,  Professor 
Ducatel  has  been  enabled  to  ascertain  the  existence  of  a  green  sand 
deposit  throughout  an  important  district  of  that  state.  Of  its 
existence  on  both  sides  of  the  Potomac  I  was  already  fully  aware — 
and  it  affords  me  much  satisfaction  to  find  that  the  suggestions, 
based  upon  general  geological  considerations,  which  were  presented 
in  my  former  paper,  have  already  been  so  actively  and  ably  followed 
up  by  this  enlightened  and  diligent  observer.  Of  the  identity  of 
some  of  the  green  sand  deposits  described  in  his  report,  with  that 
now  ascertained  to  exist  in  the  eocene  of  Virginia,  I  am  as  yet  by 
no  means  convinced ;  but  a  minute  geological  examination,  such  as 
that  already  instituted  in  Maryland,  and  that  which  is  looked  to 
with  some  interest  in  Virginia,  cannot  fail  to  throw  very  useful 
light  on  this,  as  well  as  all  the  other  important  deposits  in  the  tide- 
water region  of  the  two  states.  Mutual  benefit  would  arise  from 
the  co-operation  of  surveys,  conducted  at  the  same  time  in  the  two 
adjoining  territories,  and  in  this  way  the  interests  of  the  states,  as 
well  as  those  of  science,  would  be  most  effectually  and  speedily 
promoted. 

To  the  very  meagre  details,  in  relation  to  the  green  sand,  pre- 
sented in  this  communication,  I  may  hope  ere  long  to  be  enabled 
to  add  the  results  of  extensive  and  minute  personal  observation  in 
the  interesting  region  in  which  the  eocene  formation  has  been  de- 
tected.   In  the  mean  time,  the  progress  of  inquiry  may  be  greatly 
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furthered  by  the  friendly  aid  of  tbose  who,  from  their  residence  in 
the  region  in  question,  will  have  it  in  their  power  readily  to  collect 
specimens  of  snells  or  earth,  and  to  transmit  them  to  me  for  in- 
spection. I  woald  therefore,  earnestly  solicit  assistance  of  this 
kind,  and  in  retam,  I  will  gladly  commanicate  the  results  of  any 
observations  I  may  thns  be  enabled  to  make.  To  urge  the  im- 
portance of  this  and  other  similar  inquiries  wonld  now  no  longer 
seem  to  be  necessary — since  a  large  portion  of  the  intelligence  and 
enterprise  of  onr  state  appears  prompt  to  recognize  their  yalne, 
and  interested  in  farthering  their  aotive  and  snccessfiil  prosecution. 

Wh.  B.  Boosbs. 


EEPOBT 

OF 

THE    GEOLOGICAL    RECONNOISSANCE 

OF 

THE  STATE  OF  VIEGINIA, 

HADE  XmDER  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  THE  BOARD 
OF  PUBLIC  WORKS,  1885. 


Ofpicb  ot  ras  Boabd  ot  Pubuo  Wobks, 
January  11, 1836. 
To  the  Eause  of  Delegates : 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  geological 
reconnoissanoe,  made  in  the  State  of  Virginia  daring  the  past  year, 
hy  Professor  Rogers,  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  whose  reputa- 
tion as  a  geologist  and  chemist,  induced  the  board  without  hesita- 
tion to  appoint  him  to  make  the  said  reconnoissance. 

The  report  is  accompanied  by  a  map,  exhibiting  a  profile  and 
physical  section  of  the  country  from  ti<]e-water  to  the  Ohio. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Littleton  W.  Tazewell, 
PreMent  of  the  Board  of  Public  Work$. 


REPORT. 


GsNTLBMXN :  I  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  report  of  the 
geological  reoonnoisaance  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  authorized  by  an 
act  of  the  legislature,  bearing  date  March  6th,  1835,  with  the  execu- 
tion of  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  entrusted.*^ 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  duty,  while  my  attention  has  not  been 
withheld  from  such  observations  of  a  minute  and  detailed  descrip- 
tion as  opportunities  occasionally  threw  in  my  way,  it  has  been 
chiefly  directed  to  the  legitimate  objects  of  such  a  reconnoissance ; 
namely,  the  general  geological  and  mineralogical  features  of  all  the 
important  divisions  of  our  territory,  with  a  view  to  exhibit  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  detailed  survey,  and  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting it  best  adapted  to  develop  the  structure  and  resources  of 
the  state.  Although,  in  the  course  of  these  enquiries,  many  new 
observations  have  been  made  calculated  to  prove  extensively  advan- 
tageous, numerous  matured  discoveries  were  not  to  be  anticipated, 
considering  either  the  design  of  the  reconnoissance  or  the  very 
general  nature  of  the  investigations  which  are  appropriate  to  an 
examination  strictly  preliminary  in  its  character.  Enquiries  of  a 
more  minute  description,  extended  to  all  the  divisions  of  the  state, 
would  obviously  have  been  impossible,  and  until  some  scheme  of 
systematic  investigation  in  detail  is  put  in  operation,  comparatively 
of  little  value.  With  such  views,  it  is  thought  that  the  objects  of 
the  reconnoissance  are  accomplished,  in  exhibiting  the  prominent 
geological  features  of  the  great  divisions  of  the  state,  the  more  im- 
portant natural  resources  dependent  upon  their  mineral  structure, 
and  in  pointing  out  in  relation  to  each  the  various  desiderata  to 
which  future  enquiry  may  be  beneficially  directed, 

*  See  Appendix, 


21 

Mode  of  coNDuornra  the  Rbconnoi8Sa.noe. 

With  the  view  of  exhibiting  clearly  the  geological  strnctnre  and 
relative  extent  of  the  various  formations  in  the  state  as  far  as  ascer- 
tained during  this  reconnoissance,  it  was  important  to  construct 
what  is  termed  a  geological  uetion  or  profile^  from  actual  observa- 
tions made,  from  point  to  point,  in  one  or  more  lines  transverse  to 
the  general  ranges  of  the  strata;  thus  combining  in  one  view,  all 
the  most  important  mineral  formations  of  the  state,  together  with 
their  prevailing  order  of  succession,  and  their  relative  inclinations,  or 
the  angle  in  which  each  inclines  to  the  horizon.  The  general  line 
of  observation  selected  for  this  purpose,  extends  from  Hampton 
Roads  to  the  mouth  of  the  Gujandotte.  A  belt  of  country  of  vari- 
able breadth,  spreading  to  some  distance  on  either  side  of  this  line, 
was  the  more  immediate  subject  of  investigation,  and  furnished  the 
materials  from  which  the  geological  section  appended  to  the  present 
report  was  constructed. 

In  prosecuting  the  examinations  necessary  for  this  purpose,  no 
one  line  of  observation  was  rigorously  adhered  to,  but  numerous 
local  profiles  were  first  formed,  and  thence,  by  a  reference  of  them 
all  to  the  general  line  already  specified,  the  entire  profile  was  formed 
which  is  now  presented.  It  is,  therefore,  tendered  at  this  time  only 
as  an  approximate  delineation  of  a  transverse  geological  section  of 
the  state,  and  as  such,  though  sufficiently  accurate  for  the  purposes 
of  occasional  reference  in  the  present  report,  lays  no  claim  to  the 
minute  precision  of  geological  profiles  constructed  from  the  accurate 
data  of  a  detailed  survey.  Beveral  minor  belts,  also  transverse  to 
the  general  ranges  of  strata,  and  remote  from  the  former,  were  like- 
wise examined,  and  particular  profiles  constructed  from  the  data 
thus  obtained.  One  of  these  extends  in  a  general  direction  from  the 
White  Sulphur  Springs,  by  Covington  and  Lexington,  to  Bucking- 
ham Ck>urt- House ;  a  second  from  Columbia,  by  Charlottesville, 
Turk^s  and  Rhodes'  Gap,  and  Harrisonburg  to  the  North  mountain ; 
and  a  third  embraces  a  portion  of  the  Potomac.  In  addition  to 
these  transverse  lines  of  observation,  several  routes  have  been  ex- 
plored more  nearly  conforming  to  the  bearing  or  direction  of  the 
strata.  One  of  these  extends  in  a  general  direction  from  Halifax, 
on  the  Roanoke,  to  the  lower  falls  of  the  Potomac,  and  is  nearly 
coincident  with  the  western  boundary  of  the  tide  water  or  tertiary 
section  of  the  state.  Another  embraces  a  general  view  in  the  longi- 
tudinal direction  of  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  from  the  Potomac  to  the 
James  River,  etc.  Besides  these,  many  other  lines  of  observation 
were  examined,  some  of  them  embracing  a  distance  of  fifty  or  sixty 
miles  on  either  side  of  the  general  route.  Keeping  in  view  the  im- 
portant practical  enquiries  appertaining  to  the  reconnoissance,  as 
much  local  information  of  a  useful  nature  has  been  obtained  on  each 
excursion  as  was  consistent  with  the  time  which  could  be  devoted 
to  investigations  of  a  special  character.    The  general  nature  of  the 
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observations  contemplated  In  tbe  reconnoissance,  and  the  necessity 
of  rapid  movements  when  so  great  a  breadth  of  formations  was  to 
be  traversed,  rendered  much  delay  in  minute  local  observations  in- 
expedient, on  which  account  many  points  of  great  practical  interest 
will  be  excluded  from  tbe  report,  which  might  otherwise  have  been 
introduced.  These  would  be  among  the  proper  subjects  of  enquiry 
in  a  detailed  survey. 

In  regard  to  the  tide  water  section  of  the  state,  it  is  proper  to 
remark,  that  through  some  previous  attention  to  its  geology,  I  am 
enabled  to  present  a  somewhat  minute  account  of  its  important  fea- 
tures, as  observed  in  several  large  and  interesting  districts  which  I 
have  explored,  amoug  which  I  would  specify  the  peninsula  bounded 
by  tbe  York  and  James  rivers,  and  many  of  the  counties  on  either 
side.  More  recently  and  in  connection  with  the  reconnoissance,  I 
have  examined  the  country  on  both  sides  of  tbe  Pamunkey,  from 
the  junction  of  tbe  North  and  South  Anna  to  its  mouth,  and  have 
extended  my  enquiries  with  some  success  into  similar  formations 
Routh  and  north,  as  far  as  the  James  river  and  the  Potomac.  The 
discovery  of  a  material  likelj  to  prove  valuable  to  the  agriculture  of 
that  section  of  the  state  may,  without  impropriety,  be  referred  to 
as  an  illustration  of  the  utility  to  be  expect(^  from  minute  geological 
enquiries  directed  to  every  portion  of  our  territory. 

But  in  addition  to  the  duty  of  exploration  performed  according 
to  the  plan  which  I  have  now  described,  1  have  devoted  some  time 
to  the  chemical  analysis  of  rocks,  ores,  earths,  marls,  and  mineral 
waters.  In  relation  to  this  department  of  my  duties,  however,  it 
is  easy  to  perceive  that  the  tedious  nature  of  such  investigations 
would  preclude  the  completion  of  many  accurate  analyses  within  the 
period  allotted  to  the  reconnoissance ;  but  a  variety  of  useful  chemi- 
cal results  have  been  obtained,  which,  as  far  as  compatible  with  the 
scope  and  objects  of  this  report,  will  be  detailed  in  the  following 
pages. 

Genebal'  Geological  Division  of  the  State. 

For  the  sake  of  exhibiting  under  one  view  each  group  of  analo- 
gous formations,  the  whole  territory  of  the  state  may  be  conven- 
iently divided  into  five  principal  regions.  These  we  will  treat  of 
in  a  geographical  rather  than  geological  order;  first  defining  the 
limits  of  each  respectively,  with  as  much  precision  as  in  the  imper- 
fect state  of  knowledge  on  the  subject  can  be  attained,  and  then  in 
general  terms  describing  the  geological  features  by  which  thej  are, 
to  a  certain  extent,  severally  distinguished : 

1.  Tbe  first  of  these,  which  may  be  called  the  Tertiary  marl  re- 
giofiy  embraces  nearly  all  that  portion  of  the  state  included  between 
its  eastern  boundary,  the  Chesapeake  bay,  and  the  Atlantic,  and  a 
hypothetical  line  intersecting  the  principal  rivers  at  their  lowest 
falls.  Various  beds  of  clay  and  sand,  nearly  horizontal  in  position, 
abounding  in  fossil  shells  and  the  remains  of  large  marine  animals, 
form  the  characteristic  strata  of  this  division  of  the  state ;  while 


occasional  bands  of  iron  ore  and  beds  of  green  sand  and  a  small 
portion  of  gjpsnm,  occurring  in  connection  with  one  of  the  fossil- 
iferoQS  deposits  of  the  region,  are  among  its  other  materials  of 
valae. 

2.  The  second  division  is  comprised  between  the  hypothetical 
line  above  mentioned  and  the  western  flank  of  the  Blue  Bidge^  in- 
cluding under  this  title  the  range  very  improperly  denominated  tihe 
Alleghany  mountain,  in  Franklin  and  Patrick  counties.  According 
to  the  delineation  of  Mr.  McOiure.  by  whom  the  first  attempt  was 
made  at  marking  out  the  great  geological  divisions  of  North  Amer- 
ica, the  rocks  of  the  Blue  Ridge  and  a  narrow  adjacent  belt  of  terri- 
tory should  be  regarded  as  belonging  to  the  primary  system  of  geolo- 
gists ;  while  a  large  portion  of  the  area  between  this  and  the  belt 
of  unequivocally  primary  character,  which  ranges  along  the  lower 
falls  of  our  rivers  on  the  east,  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  equivalent 
of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  rocks  of  Europe.  Others,  who  have  at- 
tempted to  sketch  the  outlines  of  our  principal  geological  foima- 
tions,  have,  with  even  less  approach  to  accuracy,  confounded  all 
these  strata  under  the  sweeping  denomination  of  primary,  and  have 
thus  given  to  the  diversified  and  extensive  region  whose  limits  are 
above  described  the  distinctive  appellation  of  the  primary  region  of 
Virginia.  Such  a  view  appears  to  have  been  adopted  by  tlie  authors 
of  the  map  of  our  state,  the  brief  geological  sketch  appended  to 
which  describes  the  Blue  Ridge  as  the  western  boundary  of  the 
primary.  A  more  recent  writer  also,  professing  to  derive  his  views 
from  an  actual  examination  of  the  structure  of  this  mountain,  has 
contributed  to  confirm  the  prevailing  error  by  proposing  as  an  ap- 
propriate name  for  the  Blue  Ridge  the  title  of  the  Atlantic  primary 
chain. 

It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  while  so  little  has  been  done 
toward  a  minute  exploration  of  the  diversified  and  complex  forma- 
tions of  the  region  now  in  question,  the  writers  who  have  attempted 
to  describe  it,  and  more  especially  those  who  have  professed  to  give 
a  scientific  exposition  of  its  character,  should  have  observed  so 
little  caution  in  the  application  of  names,  and  have  indulged  so  much 
of  the  spirit  of  superhcial  and  precipitate  generalization.  There  is 
no  division  of  the  state  which  presents  greater  diflSculties  to  the  geo- 
logical enquirer  than  the  region  here  referred  to,  and  none  which 
will  reauire  for  its  elacidation  more  minute  and  patient  investiga- 
tion. The  observations  respecting  some  parts  of  it,  which  will  be 
presented  in  the  body  of  tne  report,  imperfect  as  they  necessarily 
have  been,  were  directed  in  part  to  the  determination  of  some  of 
the  diflScult  problems  which  this  portion  of  our  geology  presents, 
and  although  insufiBcient  to  remove  the  diflSculties  in  which  this 
subject  is  involved,  will,  it  is  believed,  lead  to  several  interesting 
and  important  views  of  a  scientific  as  well  as  practical  nature, 
while  they  overthrow  the  errors  which,  either  through  ignorance 
or  inadequate  investigation,  have  hitherto  existed;  So  far  from 
rejicarding  the  whole  area  in  question  as  of  a  primary  character 
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these  observations  conclasiTelj  demonstrate  that  the  extent  of  the 
rocks,  to  which  that  title  may  be  unequivocally  applied,  bears  bat 
a  small  proportion  to  the  whole  surface  of  this  division  of  the  state — 
and  while  they  render  it  doubtful  whether  in  the  Blue  Ridge  any 
truly  primary  rocks  occur,  they  evince  the  existence  in  that  range, 
as  well  as  throughout  a  very  extensive  di>trict  to  the  east,  of  sand- 
stones, conglomerates,  and  other  sedimentary  deposits,  unquestion- 
ably referable  to  a  different  period  of  formation. 

The  gold  region,  so  remarkable  for  its  extent  and  richness, 
and  the  bituminous  coal  fields  of  Chesterfield,  Goochland,  Pow- 
hatan, and  Prince  Edward,  constitute  important  divisions  of  this 
region  of  the  state ;  while  the  slates  and  soapstones,  iron  ores,  lime- 
stones, and  other  minerals  which  it  includes,  are  objects  of  practical 
as  well  as  scientific  interest.  To  all  of  these  a  proper  place  will  be 
allotted  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

3.  Our  third  general  division,  commencing  near  the  western 
flank  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  comprises  all  the  region  generally  called 
The  Valley,  extending  westward  in  the  counties  of  Berkeley,  Fred- 
erick, Shenandoah,  and  Rockingham,  to  the  base  of  the  several 
ranges  called  the  Little  North  mountain,  in  Augusta  and  Rock- 
bridge, nearly  to  the  base  of  the  North  mountain,  and  in  the  coun- 
ties farther  south,  occupying  an  area  which,  for  the  present,  does 
not  admit  of  being  accurately  defined.  Limestone  strata  of  vast  ex- 
tent, hydraulic  lime,  marble,  travertine  or  deposit  marl,  slate,  iron 
ore,  and  in  the  south  lead  ore,  are  among  the  valuable  materials 
included  in  this  section  of  the  state.  Declining  to  apply  the  title 
of  Transition  to  the  strata  of  which  this  region  is  composed,  be- 
cause much  additional  observation  is  required  for  the  determination 
of  their  true  geological  relations,  we  must  for  the  present  be  content 
with  referring  them  to  the  oldest  of  that  group  of  rocks  in  which 
organic  remains  or  fossils  have  been  discovered. 

4.  The  fourth  general  division  to  which  we  shaP  refer  is,  at  pres- 
est,  even  less  susceptible  than  the  preceding  of  being  defined  by 
lines  of  precise  limitation.  Nearly  the  whole  of  its  suiface  is  occu- 
pied by  chains  of  mountains,  and  extremely  little  has  hitherto  been 
done  towards  exploring  its  geology.  In  general,  it  may  be  described 
as  comprised  between  the  western  limits  of  the  great  Valley  forma- 
tion and  the  front  ridge  of  the  Alleghany,  the  Greenbrier,  and  Muddy 
Creek  mountains ;  but  with  regard  to  its  extent  and  boundaries  far- 
ther south,  nothing  definite  can  be  affirmed  until  it  shall  have  been 
carefully  and  systematically  explored.  Besides  the  interest  in  a  sci- 
entific  point  of  view  which  attaches  to  this  region  on  account  of  the 
peculiar  structure  of  its  mountains,  the  stupendous  natural  sections 
which  it  exposes,  and  the  astonishing  abundance  and  variety  of  the 
fossil  impressions  found  among  its  rocks,  it  claims  a  high  importance 
from  the  great  value  of  its  materials,  economically  considered.  Its 
anthracite,  pseudo-anthracite,  or  semi-bituminous  and  bituminous 
coals,  its  limestones,  sandstones  and  grits,  and  iron  ores,  and  its 
numerous  thermal,  chalybeate,  and  sulphuretted  springs,  constitute 


collectively  an  amount  of  mineral  treasures  of  which  few  other 
territories  of  the  same  extent  are  as  largely  possessed.  Without, 
at  present,  venturiog  to  apply  any  precise  geological  designation 
to  this  singularly  interesting  region,  it  will  he  shown  to  have 
marked  peculiarities  which  distinguish  it  from  the  division  pre- 
viously described. 

6.  Our  fifth  and  last  division,  stretching  from  the  eastern  limits 
of  the  former  to  the  western  and  southwestern  boundaries  of  the 
state,  presents  an  area  of  vast  extent,  and  embraces  regions  abound- 
ing in  materials  of  the  highest  economical  utility. 

This  immense  territory,  characterized  by  nearly  horizontal  strata, 
gently  dipping  toward  the  west,  refers  itself  unequivocally  to  the 
group  of  secondary  rocks — and  from  the  numerous  and  rich  beds  of 
bituminous  coal  which  it  includes,  may  with  strict  propriety  be 
denominated  the  great  secondary  bituminous  coal  region  of  Virginia. 
Besides  its  numerous  and  widely  stretching  strata  of  the  above  men- 
tioned materia],  this  favoured  region  possesses  the  additional  treasure 
of  a  saline  formation  of  immense  extent,  toward  its  western  bound- 
ary— and  if  the  limits  of  the  region  are  not  improperly  assigned,  a 
similar  formation,  accompanied  with  gypsum  and  other  valuable 
minerals,  in  the  southwest  comer  of  the  state. 

Pursuing  the  order  in  which  the  several  divisions  of  the  State 
have  now  been  sketched,  the  Tertiary  marl  re^'.on  will  first  claim 
oar  attention. 

Testiaby  Mabl  Rkgion. 

The  extensive  area  embraced  in  this  division  of  the  state, 
though  presenting  comparatively  little  diversity  in  external  aspect, 
includes  strata  which  by  their  fossil  contents  unequivocally  refer 
themselves  to  two  distinct  geological  periods,  though  they  are  all, 
without  doubt,  comprised  in  the  general  class  of  tertiary  formations. 
Adopting  the  names  which  have  been  recently  applied  in  Europe  to 
parts  of  the  tertiary  series,  to  which  the  strata  referred  to  may  be 
regarded  as  probably  equivalent,  though  without  implying  any  con- 
viction on  our  part  that  such  equivalence  is  in  general  to  be  ex- 
pected in  the  two  continents,  we  shall  indicate  by  the  term  Miocene 
the  strata  which  occur  in  the  eastern  and  greater  portion  of  this 
region,  and  from  which  the  ordinary  shell  marl  is  procured ;  while 
we  will  a|)ply  the  name  Eocene  to  the  deposit  of  an  older  date,  exist- 
ing beneath  and  west  of  the  preceding,  containing  fossils  of  a  dif- 
ferent character,  and  characterized  by  the  prevalence,  in  consider- 
able proportion,  of  the  peculiar  mineral  called  green  sand. 

The  first  of  these,  or  the  Miocene  marl  district^  comprehends  all 
the  area  from  the  sea  board  or  water  boundary  of  the  state  on  the 
east,  to  a  line  conceived  to  be  drawn  through  Northbury  on  the 
Pamunkey,  and  Ooggin's  Point  on  the  James  river,  in  a  direction 
nearly  meridional ;  but  through  what  precise  points,  further  obser- 
vations are  necessary  to  determine. 

The  other,  or  Eocene  marl  dintrict,  is  comprehended  between  the 
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imaginary  line  above  described  and  another  line  passing  from  the 
mouth  of  Aoquia  creek,  through  Wales,  at  the  junction  of  North 
and  Soath  Anna  rivers,  and  thence  through  City  Point,  and  farther 
sonth  in  a  direction  not  yet  precisely  ascertained.  Much  of  the 
dlstriot  here  defined  exhibits  Miocene  as  well  as  Eocene  marl,  the 
former  being  found  either  in  highlands  remote  from  the  rivers,  or 
in  the  superior  parts  of  the  river  cliffs  overlying  the  latter.  The 
localities  above  named  were  selected  as  points  marking  the  eastern 
boundary  of  this  region,  because  at  those  places  the  Eocene  marl 
was  observed  to  disappear  below  the  water  line  by  a  gentle  dip  to 
the  east.  Its  existence  extensively  beneath  the  Miocene  district 
may  be  looked  upon  as  highly  probable,  though  under  what  circum- 
stances as  to  depth  and  inclination  of  the  beds  we  have  no  positive 
data  to  determine. 

MiocBNR  Mabl  District. 

In  the  most  eastern  portion  of  this  division  of  the  tertiary,  the 
general  level  of  the  surface  is  but  little  elevated  above  tide.  The 
country  is  a  uniform  flat,  in  some  places  subject  to  be  occasionally 
overflowed.  The  rest  of  the  region  in  question  has  an  elevation 
above  tide  varying  from  twenty  to  eighty  feet.  But  few  points, 
however,  in  the  district  have  a  level  corresponding  to  either  of  these 
extremes,  and  by  far  the  larger  portion  of  the  surface  preserves  a 
height  of  from  forty  to  fifty  feet. 

The  surface  of  this  more  elevated  portion,  though  preserving  a 
general  level  of  remarkable  uniformity,  is  deeply  channelled  by  in- 
namerable  ravines.  The  smaller  of  these  connect  themselves  with 
large  ones,  and  these  with  the  wider  and  deeper  excavations  forming 
the  beds  of  the  creeks  flowing  into  the  neighboring  rivers.  Tlie 
system  of  ravines  connected  with  one  river  is  separated  by  a  nar- 
row central  tract  from  that  connected  with  the  next,  and  in  a 
general  view  of  the  district,  these  systems  present  the  appearance 
of  mere  creeks  or  inlets  subordinate  to  the  great  rivers  by  which  this 
region  is  broken  into  peninsulas.  The  number  and  extent  of  the 
large  rivers  and  the  navigable  streams  of  this  portion  of  the  state 
constitute  the  most  inestimable  of  its  natural  advantages.  The 
numerous  creeks  indenting  its  peninsulas  furnish  the  cheapest  and 
readiest  avenues  for  a  commerce  which  comes  home  to  the  abodes 
even  of  its  rural  inhabitants ;  while  its  surface,  scooped  into  ravines, 
and  its  river  cliffs  washed  by  the  tides,  disclose  the  rich  mate- 
rials which  are  hereafter  to  bestow  the  highest  rewards  upon  its 
enterprise,  by  spreading  fertility  and  wealth  to  its  remotest  bound- 
aries. 

llie  superficial  stratum  of  the  region  we  are  describing  is  an 
argillaceous  and  ferruginous  sand,  of  a  yellow  and  sometimes  of  a 
reddish  color,  in  which  are  occasionally  found,  at  or  near  the  sur- 
face, pebbles  and  small  boulders  of  sandstone,  rarely  as  nmch  as 
six  inches  in  diameter.  The  nature  of  these  boulders  would  indi- 
cate tliat  they  were  most  probably  derived  from  the  sandstone  for- 
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mation  which  ranges  along  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  primary 
ridge.  In  some  plaoes  this  stratum  consists  of  little  else  than  a 
white  silicious  sand ;  in  others,  the  admixture  of  ochreoos  clay  is  so 
considerable  as  to  furnish  a  suitable  material  for  the  manufacture 
of  bricks. 

Beneath  this  superficial  layer,  beds  of  a  very  argillaceous  clay 
occasionally  occur,  sometimes  of  considerable  depth  and  extent,  and 
of  a  texture  to  be  useful  in  puddling.  Its  color  is  various,  being  in 
some  places  of  a  dark  blue  or  green,  in  others  of  a  bright  red  or 
dingy  yellow.  Wherever  found,  its  upper  boundary  is  remarkably 
even  and  horizontal ;  but  where  it  rests  upon  beds  of  fossil  shelli^, 
its  lower  limit  conforms  to  all  the  irregularities  of  surface  which 
those  beds  usually  present.  Its  appearance,  in  some  places,  is  that  of 
a  steep,  almost  perpendicular  wall  of  smooth  surface,  and  divided 
by  very  narrow  lines  running  horizontally.  These  narrow  lines,  at 
a  dist-ance  of  from  five  inches  to  a  foot  asunder,  are  formed  by  a 
more  ferruginous  and  silicious  clay.  At  Bellefield,  on  the  York 
river,  seven  miles  from  Williamsburg,  this  deposit  may  be  seen 
overlying  the  stratum  containing  shells,  in  some  places  having  a 
thickness  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  feet,  and  then  gradually  fining 
out  and  passing  into  a  light  colored  and  coarser  mass.  The  upper 
surface  is  horizontal,  and  the  lines  of  division  above  alluded  to  are 
perfectly  paraUel  and  regular.  The  lower  surface  of  the  clay  con- 
forms to  that  of  the  shell  stratum  upon  which  it  rests.  In  many 
places  these  argillaceous  beds  consist  of  a  yellowish  clay,  beaatifully 
variegated  by  streaks  of  blue  and  red.  In  some  places  there  exists 
a  slight  impregnation  of  alum  and  copperas  in  these  beds  of  clay. 
This  is  particularly  the  case  in  some  localities  on  the  Rappahannock 
and  the  York  and  Chickahominy  rivers.  The  proportion  of  these 
ingredients  is  however  not  sufficiently  great  to  entitle  these  strata 
to  attention  in  an  economical  point  of  view,  although  it  is  fully  suf- 
ficient to  impart  a  very  ungrateful  fiavor,  and  perhaps  some  useful 
medicinal  properties,  to  the  springs  and  wells  of  the  neighborhood. 

A  thin  stratum  of  red  ferruginous  stone,  containing  a  large  pro- 
portion of  oxide  of  iron,  is  found  in  this  region,  running  horizon- 
tally below,  and  sometimes  in  the  beds  of  clay  before  described,  and 
generally  separated  by  only  a  few  feet  from  the  underlying  masses 
of  shells.  This  stratum,  which  is  very  generally  present,  varies  in 
thickness  from  an  inch  to  a  foot  Its  texture  is  sometimes  cellular, 
sometimes  compact  and  fibrous,  like  that  of  certain  varieties  of 
hematite.  In  the  more  eastern  portions  of  the  Miocene  district,  the 
peculiar  structure  of  which  will  be  hereafter  described,  much  ore  of 
this  description  lies  loosely  scattered  on  the  surface ;  while  in  the 
more  elevated  parts  of  the  country  its  invariable  position  is  such  as 
above  described.  The  character  of  the  ore  in  many  localities  is 
such  as  to  promise  great  facility  in  reducing  it  to  the  metallic  state, 
together  with  a  large  percentage  of  resulting  metal.  A  specimen 
obtained  from  above  the  marl  on  tlie  cliff  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Surry 
county,  yielded  by  analysis  in  the  100  grains ; 
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Peroxide  of  iron, 72.40 

Alumina, 8.90 

Silica, 7.71 

Water, 14.85 

98.86 

Loss 1.64 


100.00 


With  a  saflScient  sapply  of  ore  like  this,  accompanied  with  the 
arlvantage  of  a  shell  limestone,  sometimes  beaatifally  crystalline, 
in  its  immediate  yicinitj,  the  mannfacture  of  iron  would  promise  a 
high  degree  of  productiveness,  and  it  is  by  no  means  improbable 
that  in  some  parts  of  this  region  the  supply  of  the  ore  may  be 
found  sufficient  to  make  such  an  enterprise  not  only  safe  but  profit- 
able. The  subject  is  at  all  events  worthy  of  some  attention.  In- 
deed it  appears  not  a  little  surprising  that  this  rich  mineral  seems 
hitherto  to  have  escaped  observation,  or  at  least  to  have  been  re- 
garded as  undeserving  of  an  especial  notice. 

In  some  places,  as  for  example  in  Essex  county,  chiefly  upon 
the  ridge  land,  beds  of  a  ferruginous  sandstone  are  found  of  suf- 
ficient extent  to  be  used  as  a  building  material.  This  rock  is  not 
to  be  confounded  with  the  sandstones  which  occur  some  distance 
to  the  west  of  this,  on  the  borders  of  the  primary  region,  but 
it  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  in  the  case  of  a  very  similar  material 
recently  made  the  subject  of  minute  inquiry  by  my  brother  in 
New  Jersey,  as  a  remnant  or  outlying  portion  of  a  once  some- 
what extensive  deposit  of  ferruginous  gravel  and  conglomerate, 
which  by-  subsequent  denuding  action  has  been  almost  entirely 
removed. 

The  matter  which  in  most  cases  rests  immediately  upon  the 
shells,  is  a  yellowish  brown  sand,  frequently  containing  a  large  pro- 
portion of  clay.  Throughout  this  mass,  and  often  extending  to  the 
distance  of  five  or  six  feet  from  the  shells,  particles  of  green  sand, 
or  the  silicate  of  iron  and  potash,  are  more  or  less  abundantly  dis- 
seminated ;  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  shells  these  parti- 
cles are  generally  condensed  into  narrow  stripes  conforming  in  flex- 
ure to  the  irregularities  of  the  bed  beneath.  Even  where  a  deep 
hole  exists  in  the  layer  of  shells,  the  stripes  of  green  sand  are  seen 
still  following  the  depression  and  rise  of  the  surface,  and  preserv- 
ing a  uniform  distance  from  it.  Sometimes  these  thin  layers  are  so 
much  indurated  as  to  have  almost  the  appearance  of  stone.  Jn  none 
of  the  strata  above  described  have  fossils  of  any  description  ever 
been  discovered. 

The  materials  with  which  the  shells  are  intermixed,  or  in  which 
they  are  embedded,  have  various  characters.  In  some  cases  they 
consist  principally  of  a  nearly  white  sand ;  in  others  the  argillaceous 
matter  greatly  predominates,  and  the  mass  is  a  somewhat  tenacious 
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o]aj.  Frequently  mnob  oxide  of  iron  is  mingled  with  the  earthy 
matter,  giving  it  more  or  less  of  a  yellow  or  brown  appearance,  and 
this  is  tlie  aspect  which  the  upper  beds  containing  shells  most  usu- 
ally present.  Very  generally  the  lowest  visible  fossiliferons  stratum 
is  composed  of  a  green  silicious  sand,  and  a  bluish  clay,  which  being 
always  very  moist,  is  soft  and  tenacious,  and  presents  a  dark  blue 
or  black  color.  At  the  base  of  the  cliffs  on  the  James  and  York 
rivers,  this  stratum  may  be  traced  continuously  for  considerable 
distances,  rarely  rising  more  than  two  or  tliree  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  water,  and  presenting  an  even  horizontal  outline.  In  the 
deep  ravines,  and  low  down  in  the  banks  of  shells,  generally, 
throughout  this  region,  a  similar  dark  bluish  green  argillaceous  sand 
is  observed,  enclo>ing  frequently  a  great  number  and  variety  of 
shells.  This  constitutes  what  is  usually  denominated  blue  marl, 
which,  from  the  sotl  condition  of  the  shelly  matter  it  contains,  as 
well  as  the  predominance  of  clay  in  its  composition,  is  found  pecul- 
iarly beneficial  when  applied  to  the  more  arenaceous  varieties  ot 
the  soil.  Many  highly  valuable  marls,  extensively  in  use,  are  of 
this  description. 

The  very  general  existence  of  the  lower  stratum,  above  described, 
forms  an  interesting  and  prominent  feature  in  the  geology  of  the 
Miocene  Tertiary  districts,  as  well  of  Eastern  Virginia  as  of  Mary- 
land. Throughout  all  the  upper  fossiliferous  strata,  as  well  as  in 
the  argillaceous  beds  just  mentioned,  will  be  found  disseminated, 
greenish  black  grains  of  silica ts  of  iron  and  potash^  identical  with 
those  already  described  as  existing  in  the  stratum  immediately  over- 
lying the  shells,  and  having  the  same  form  and  composition  with 
the  granules  contained  very  abundantly  in  an  older  formation,  both 
in  this  country  and  in  Europe.  In  some  beds  of  the  marl  or  shells, 
these  particles  so  abound  as  to  give  a  very  decided  color  to  the 
whole  mass.  In  specimens  from  James  City  and  York  counties, 
as  much  as  thirty-five  per  cent  of  the  green  sand  has  been  found, 
and  occasionally  shells  are  seen  filled  with  this  substance  almost 
alone. 

The  surface  of  the  strata  containing  shells  is  usually  irregular. 
Sometimes  it  rises  abruptly  in  the  form  of  a  hillock,  then  it  is 
scooped  out  into  depressions  of  a  few  feet  in  depth.  These  irregu- 
larities, however,  are  apparently  of  two  kinds :  the  one  the  original 
form  of  the  deposit,  the  other  produced  by  denuding  action  upon 
the  surface.  Thus  in  many  places  the  same  stratum  may  be  re- 
marked rising  with  more  or  less  abruptness,  then  again  descending 
and  perhaps  preserving  a  nearly  horizontal  line  for  some  distance, 
marked  at  its  upper  surface  by  a  clear  and  unbroken  outline,  and 
presenting  no  indication  of  violent  abrasion  from  above.  In  other 
places,  and  this  is  a  very  frequent  occurrence,  deep  and  irregular 
furrows  and  cavities  are  seen,  such  as  would  naturally  arise  from 
the  action  of  the  currents  and  eddies  of  a  large  mass  of  water  in 
rapid  movement.  Whether  from  this  cause,  or  from  the  gradual 
dissolving  action  of  percolating  water,  Hnks  exist  in  this  region  in 
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inanj  places,  though  they  are  hy  no  means  as  namerons  or  exten- 
sive as  in  the  limestone  districts. 

Having  thus  given  an  account  of  the  nature  and  arrangement  of 
the  strata  overlying  the  shells,  as  well  as  those  in  which  they  are 
embedded,  we  will  now  describe  the  general  condition  and  dispo- 
sition in  which  the  shells  occur. 

Condition  of  tub  Shells  in  the  Tertuby  Deposits. 

In  general,  the  state  of  the  shells  and  their  arrangement  in  the 
earth  are  such  as  to  indicate  their  tranquil  deposition  at  the  spot 
where  they  are  found.  Thus  the  corresponding  valves  are  very 
often  found  together  and  closely  shut.  Many  of  the  smaller  shells, 
such  as  Area  eentenaria,  Area  ineile^  Nucule^  Venerieardia  alti- 
co$ta^  and  Chama  eongregaUi^  which  are  most  usually  found  thus, 
are  often  entirely  empty,  or  contain  a  small  quantity  of  clay  that  is 
quite  impalpable,  indicating  plainly  that  they  have  been  exposed  to 
no  violence,  and  that  only  such  solid  matter  as  could  pass  between 
the  edges  of  the  closed  valves  had  obtained  access  to  the  interior. 
Whenever  such  shells,  however,  have  been  previously  drilled,  as  is 
very  frequently  the  case,  even  with  the  largest  and  thickest  shells, 
the'interior  is  found  entirely  filled  with  sand,  clay,  green  sand,  and 
small  fragments  of  shell.  In  most  cases  the  larger  species  of  shells, 
even  when  their  valves  appear  to  be  in  accurate  juxtaposition,  are 
thus  filled,  and  in  this  case  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  contained 
matter  has  entered  through  the  holes  thus  drilled,  since  in  many 
instances  shells  of  considerable  magnitude  are  found  imprisoned 
within.  Such  shells,  no  doubt,  after  the  death  of  the  animal, 
remained  open,  or  at  least  partially  so,  and  received  the  sand,  clay, 
and  other  materials  which  they  contain,  by  the  gentle  action  of  the 
waves.  The  ligament  at  the  hinge  in  the  mean  time  would  decay, 
until  at  length,  yielding  to  the  pressure  of  the  accumulating  matter 
above,  the  shell,  in  favorable  circumstances  would  collapse  into  its 
natural  closed  condition. 

The  very  common  occurrence  of  the  valves  in  juxtaposition,  is 
a  striking  proof  that  during  or  subsequent  to  their  deposition  they 
have  not  been  exposed  to  violent  agencies.  This  becomes  even  more 
remarkable  in  the  case  of  such  shells  as  the  Panopea  refiexa^  which 
almost  in  every  instnnce  is  found  with  the  valves  properly  united. 
The  connection  between  the  two  valves  in  this  shell  is  the  slightest 
ima^nable,  after  the  destruction  of  the  natural  organic  bond,  and 
an  inconsiderable  force  would  have  sufficed  to  separate  and  break 
the  valves. 

The  admirable  preservation  of  the  shells  in  many  cases  is  also  an 
interesting  fact^  and  affords  another  evidence  of  the  absence  of  all 
violent  agencies  at  this  period.  The  most  fragile  species  of  Natica^ 
delicate  Tellina^  Maetra  tellinaideSy  the  shell  and  processes  of  the 
Crtpidula^  the  minute  and  sharp  angles  of  the  Ihmts  tetricm^  the 
thin  and  lioUow  Fmurtlla — are  found  in  perfect  preservation  in 
many  places.    The  state  of  the  shells  seems  to  depend  chiefly  npon 
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the  mechanical  textnre  and  chemical  character  of  the  materials  in 
which  they  are  mixed,  and  of  which  the  overlying  stratum  is  com- 
posed. In  the  moist  bine  clay  the  shells  are  generally  found  in  a 
very  soft  condition.  In  a  highly  ferruginous  clayey  bed  they  are 
found  either  partially  or  entirely  dissolved,  and  beautiful  casts  re- 
main in  their  stead. 

In  many  places  entire  banks  occur,  composed  of  easts  of  Chama 
and  other  shells,  sometimes  separate,  sometimes  cemented  together 
so  as  to  form  a  species  of  rock.  These  appearances  occur  chiefly 
near  the  surface,  and  when  the  soil  is  porous  and  ferruginous.  The 
casts  thus  formed  often  consist  cliiefly  of  carbonate  of  lime,  and 
in  many  specimens  as  much  as  eighty  per  cent  of  this  substance  in 
found.  Casts  of  this  kind  belong  mostly  to  the  smaller  shells,  and 
by  far  the  most  common  are  of  the  Chama  congregata.  These,  as 
already  stated,  are  often  found  nearly  or  quite  empty,  and  we  may, 
therefore,  conceive,  that  as  the  matter  of  the  shell  in  an  extensive 
bank  of  Ohamas  is  gradually  dissolved,  the  water,  charged  with 
carbonate  of  lime,  enters  the  cavities,  and  slowly  deposits  the  car- 
bonate, mixed  with  tine  particles  of  clay  and  sand.  Thus,  by  de- 
grees, the  cavities  are  filled.  In  the  mean  time  the  shell  disap- 
pears, frequently  leaving  on  the  surface  of  the  cast  a  chalky  cov- 
ering, like  the  decomposed  inner  film  of  shelly  matter.  In  support 
of  this  explanation  it  may  be  added,  that  in  many  casts  beautiful 
crystals  of  carbonate  of  lime  are  found,  forming  a  portion  of  the 
cast,  and  having  the  appearance  of  Dog  tooth  Spar,  In  some  cases 
the  shelly  matter  appears  to  have  been  dissolved,  and  its  place  sup- 
plied by  the  crystallized  carbonate,  incrusting  the  earth  formerly 
contained  within  the  shell.  Sometimes,  too,  a  thin  film  of  oxide 
of  iron  surrounds  the  cast,  showing  very  distinctly  all  tlie  markings 
of  the  inner  surface  of  the  shell.  In  many  localities,  presenting  a 
series  of  beds  differing  in  composition,  the  shells  will  be  found  per- 
fect in  some  of  them,  while  in  others,  immediately  above  or  below, 
only  oasts  remain.  Thus  at  the  College  Mill,  about  one  mile  from 
"Williamsburg,  the  upper  fo8.silii'erous  layer  is  a  yellow  silicious  sand, 
containing  perfect  shells.  Below  this  is  a  brown  ferruginous  clay, 
filled  with  the  most  beautiful  casts  of  Chama^  Pectunculus,  Tur- 
ritella,  etc.  The  shelly  matter  has  entirely  disappeared,  and  the 
casts  lie  loosely  in  the  cavities  produced  by  the  removal  of  the 
shells,  entirely  distinct  from  each  other,  and  covered  by  a  film  of 
oxide  of  iron.  The  layer  beneath,  consisting  of  bluish  green  sili- 
cious clay,  is  full  of  well-preserved  Pectens,  Pemas,  and  a  variety  of 
other  shells. 

In  general,  the  various  species  of  shells  are  found  associated  in 
colonies  or  groups,  but  as  in  the  case  of  banks  of  recent  shells,  these 
colonies  contain  many  scattered  specimens,  differing  from  the  general 
contents  of  the  group.  The  two  species  of  Chama^  the  C.  congregata 
and  C.  eorticosa,  which  are  found  in  almost  every  deposit  of  shells 
in  this  region,  in  many  cases  fonn  extensive  beds,  with  a  very  small 
admixture  of  other  genera.  The  best  agricultural  marl,  of  a  purely 
calcareou3  nature,  which  is  used  in  Lower  Virginia,  is  derived  from 
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the83  beds  of  Chama^  the  friable  texture  of  the  shell  upon  exposure 
to  the  air  rendering  this  species  of  marl  more  easy  of  application 
to  land,  and  more  prompt  m  its  amelioratiug  effects.  Crassatellm 
often  form  an  extensive  deposit,  and  the  large  Pectena  occur  in  con- 
tinuous layers  of  considerable  depth  and  extent.  The  different 
species  of  Arca^  Artemu^  Crepidula,  etc.,  present  a  similar  arrange- 
ment. Even  those  shells  which  are  of  comparatively  rare  occur- 
rence are  usually  found  in  little  groups.  Thus«  the  hocardia/ratema 
is  found  to  the  extent  of  a  dozen  or  twenty,  closely  packed  together. 
This  gregarious  assemblage  of  shells  of  the  same  species  is  what 
would  naturally  be  anticipated  in  the  absence  of  violent  agencies 
during  or  after  their  deposition,  and  furnishes  another  very  striking 
proof  of  the  comparatively  tranquil  condition  of  the  sea  or  estuary 
in  which  they  were  allowed  to  accumulate. 

Disposition  of  tiie  Fossils. 

In  nearly  all  the  vertical  sections  of  the  deposit  we  are  now 
describing,  a  series  of  beds  or  strata  may  be  observed,  each  dis- 
tinguished by  the  predominance  of  one  or  more  species,  and  the 
order  of  superposition  of  these  beds  frequently  continues  without 
interruption  for  some  distance.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that 
in  locaUties  remote  from  each  other,  the  arrangement  of  the  shells 
is  always  alike,  although  in  many  instances  there  appears  to  be  a 
striking  correspondence.  Id  a  majority  of  cases  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Williamsburg,  the  upper  layer  is  composed  principally  of 
Chama  congregata.  In  many  locidities  also,  the  large  FecteM^ 
mingled  with  Ostrea  Virginica^  occupy  the  highest  place.  But 
generally,  the  same  shell  reappears  as  a  predominant  constituent 
of  one  or  more  of  the  subjacent  beds;  and  such  is  the  diversity  of 
arrangement,  even  in  places  but  a  few  miles  distant,  that  it  is 
obvious  that  no  general  order  of  succession  exists.  Thus,  in  a 
range  of  three  miles  we  find  Pema  maxillata  in  some  localities  in 
the  lowest  stratum  of  dark  blue  argillaceous  sand ;  in  others,  form- 
ing an  upper,  or  even  the  highest  layer  of  the  series.  At  Waller's 
Mill,  three  miles  from  Williamsburg,  this  fossil  overlies  the  other 
shells,  whereas  at  the  College  Mill,  as  already  stated,  it  forms  a 
part  of  the  lowest  visible  stratum. 

With  the  view  of  conveying  more  precise  ideas  of  the  disposition 
of  the  fossils  in  this  region,  we  annex  the  following  details  in  rela- 
tion to  some  of  the  more  important  localities  which  have  been 
minutely  examined. 

King's  Mill,  one  of  the  most  interesting  fossil  localities  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Williamsburg,  is  situated  on  the  north  bank  of 
James  river,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  its  month.  The  cliff  in 
which  the  shells  appear  is  abrupt,  and  has  a  height  varying  from 
twenty  to  forty-five  feet  above  the  water.  The  strata  of  shells  ex- 
tend dong  the  river  with  slight  interruptions,  when  the  cliff  sinks 
nearly  to  the  level  of  the  water,  for  a  distance  of  between  two  and 
three  miles,  and  they  are  found  in  a  somewhat  similar  order  of 


36 

eaperposition  for  some  distance  inland.  Their  general  direction 
is  horizontal,  but  the  ontline  of  any  one  stratum  is  frequently  very 
irregular,  tiie  surface  rising  and  falling  with  a  steep  inclination. 
Tills  irregular  outline  is  particularly  remarkable  with  the  beds  of 
Chama^  which  are  very  thick  at  some  points,  and  then  iine  out 
rapidly  and  again  expand. 

This  deposit  of  shells  is  covered  to  the  depth  of  from  four  to 
six  feet  by  a  brownish  yellow  sand,  intermixed  with  stripes  of  clay. 
Beneath  this  is  a  thin  layer  of  about  one  foot  of  very  argillaceous 
and  ferruginous  clay  of  a  red  color.  This  rests  upon  a  few  inches 
thickness  of  gravel,  consisting  of  water-worn  quartz,  rarely  larger 
than  a  pea.  Beneath  this  is  a  layer,  from  one  to  two  feet  thick, 
consisting  of  yellow  sand,  containing  a  great  deal  of  the  green  or 
chloritic  sand,  arranged  in  narrow  stripes.  Next  follows  a  layer  of 
the  same  sand,  containing  principally  Chama  and  Venus  d'tformU, 
This  is  from  two  to  three  feet  in  thickness.  Immediately  below  is 
a  stratum  consisting  almost  exclusively  of  Chama^  with  a  few  Area 
centenaria,  etc.  This  stratum,  varying  from  three  to  four  feet  in 
thickness,  is  a  mass  of  compacted  shells,  with  but  little  earthy  mat- 
ter intervening.  The  earthy  matter  contains  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  chloritic  sand.  The  next  stratum  is  composed  chiefly  of  large 
PectenSy  and  has  a  thickness  of  from  one  to  two  feet.  Below  this 
is  another  dense  stratum  of  Chama^  together  with  Area  eentenaria^ 
Panopea  reflexa^  etc.,  and  also  very  rich  in  the  green  sand — thick- 
ness, from  four  to  six  feet.  Then  follows  a  second  layer,  containing 
Pectens  with  Ostrea  compresdrostra^  one  foot  in  thickness.  A  third 
stratum,  in  which  Chuma  predominates,  follows  next,  in  thickness 
from  two  to  three  feet,  and  at  the  base  of  the  cliff  is  a  layer  con- 
taining Pectens^  Ostrea  compressirostra,  etc.,  from  four  to  five  feet 
in  thickness. 

Thus  through  a  height  of  more  than  twenty-five  feet  in  some 
places,  the  cliff  consists  principally  of  shells,  pf  which  there  are  a 
great  many  species,  besides  those  mentioned  as  predominating  in  tlie 
several  beds.  On  the  extensive  contiguous  estates  of  King's  Mill 
and  Littletown,  these  shells  are  largely  used  as  a  manure ;  and  for 
this  purpose  the  first  and  second  beds  of  Chama  are  preferred,  on 
account  of  the  immense  amount  of  calcareous  matter  and  the  large 
proportion  of  green  sand  which  they  contain.  Judging  from  the 
occasional  appearance  of  bluish  green  clay  on  the  line  of  the  beach, 
and  in  some  places  immediately  at  the  base  of  the  cliflT  just  de- 
scribed, it  is  highly  probable  that  a  continuous  stratum  of  this  sub- 
stance lies  beneath  the  other  beds  throughout  the  whole  extent 
observed.  A  horizontal  bed  of  yellowish  clay  extends  for  some 
distance  along  a  lower  portion  of  the  cliff,  in  which  there  are  no 
fossils;  running  within  a  few  feet  of  its  upper  edge,  and  beneath 
this  bed  and  parallel  to  it,  is  a  thin  layer  of  the  iron  ore  formerly 
described.  At  the  foot  of  this  cliff  appears  the  underlying  stratum 
of  clay. 
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Desokeption  of  the  Cliffs  at  Yoektown,  on  York  River. 

The  eleyation,  abrupt  form,  and  peculiar  stiacture  of  the  cliffa 
at  this  point,  and  for  some  distance  both  above  and  below,  render 
it  an  interesting  spot  to  the  geologist.  A  dry  and  ample  beach,  nn- 
interrapted  bj  creeks  or  inlets  for  several  miles,  affords  a  ready 
access  to  the  banks,  while  the  river's  edge,  strewed  with  fossils 
which  have  falleir  from  the  cliff,  exposes  a  considerable  variety  of 
interesting  specimens.  Immediately  at  York  the  river  is  only  three 
eighths  of  a  mile  in  width,  bnt  both  above  and  below  it  expands  to 
a  breadth  six  or  seven  times  as  great. 

At  Wormley's  creek,  aboat  two  iniles  below  the  town,  the  cliff 
about  to  be  described  begins;  but  from  this  point  down,  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  The  Peninsula  the  banks  ore  uniformly  flat  and  low.  The 
cliff  here  consists  at  bottom  of  a  bluish  sandy  clay,  containing  im- 
mense numbers  of  Turritella  altieosta^  Cytherea  Sayana,  and  many 
small  Univalves,  over  which  lies  a  layer  of  brownish  yellow  sand, 
with  very  few  shells,  and  those  chiefly  Nueula  limatula^  and  a  tew 
other  species.  To  this  succeeds  a  stratum  composed  almost  entirely 
of  Crepidula  eostata^  so  closely  packed  together  as  to  leave  little 
space  for  sand  or  other  earthy  matter.  The  whctle  is  covered  to  a 
variable  depth  by  a  stratum  of  coarse  sand  of  various  strong  tints,  and 
evidently  highly  ferruginous.  The  elevation  of  the  cliff  increases, 
and  the  nature  of  its  contents  gradually  changes  in  approaching  York. 
The  lower  stratum  disappears  entirely  after  contmuing  for  some- 
thing less  than  half  a  mile,  previous  to  which,  however,  its  fossil 
contents  are  changed,  the  layer  of  the  TurritelhB  being  replaced  by 
Crepidula  closely  packed  together.  Crepidula  still  runs  on  hori- 
zontally above,  and  the  intermediate  stratum  is  now  densely  filled 
with  Peetens,  Venus  ds/ormis,  Ostrea^  and  a  great  variety  of  small 
shells  frequently  connected  together,  so  as  to  form  hard  masses  of 
considerable  size.  Still  higher  up  the  river  the  deposit  assumes  the 
character  of  successive  layers  composed  of  comminuted  shells,  con- 
nected together  so  as  to  form  a  porous  rock.  These  fragments  are 
generally  so  small  and  so  much  rubbed  and  water- worn  as  to  render 
it  impossible  to  ascertain  the  species  of  shells  of  which  they  once 
were  portions.  Many  small  shells,  and  occasionally  large  ones,  par- 
ticularly Peetens^  are  found  mingled  with  the  other  constituents  of 
the  rocks;  and  in  some  places  thin  layers  of  shells,  such  ns  Venus 
and  Crepidula^  intervene  between  the  adjacent  strata.  The  height 
of  this  fragmentary  rock  amounts  in  some  places  to  forty  feet.  In 
most  places  it  has  a  highly  ferruginous  aspect,  though  this  is  not 
invariably  the  case.  Frequently  shells  of  considerable  size,  such  as 
Lueina  anodonta^  are  seen  coated  with,  or  entirely  changed  into, 
crystalline  carbonate  of  lime,  firmly  cemented  In  the  mass.  The 
texture  of  the  rock  is  various,  at  some  points  admitting  of  being 
readily  excavated  by  the  pick  and  spade,  so  as  to  form  caves  which 
have  been  occasionally  used  by  the  inhabitants;  in  other  places  ex- 
hibiting a  hard  and  semi-crystalline  structure,  and  having  the  com- 
pactness of  some  forms  of  secondary  limestone.    The  lower  portion 
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of  the  cliff,  having  less  cohesion  than  the  rest,  has  been  scooped  out 
by  the  action  of  water  so  as  to  give  it  occasionally  an  impending 
attitude. 

Above  the  town  the  stratum  of  fragmentary  rock  becomes  much 
thinner,  being  now  reduced  to  about  ten  or  twelve  feet.  A  stratum 
of  yellowish  argillaceous  clay,  abounding  in  Artemis  acetdbulum^ 
Maetras,  and  other  large  shells,  lies  immediately  beneath  the  rock ; 
and  lower  still  appears  the  stratum  of  bluish  clay,  filled  with  Nucula 
Umatula^  several  species  of  Fuma^  and  various  other  fossils. 

A  narrow  layer  of  iron  ore  extends  along  the  cliff,  with  occa- 
sional interruptions,  at  a  small  distance  above  the  fossiliferous  strata. 

This  fragmentary  rock  continues  in  a  narrow  band,  with  some 
interruptions,  for  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  York.  Beyond  this 
point  it  is  met  with  chiefly  in  detached  masses.  Extensive  beds  of 
shells,  similar  to  those  which  appear  at  York,  come  to  view  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bellefield,^and  line  the  shore  for  a  distance  of  about  three 
miles.  These  beds  rest  on  the  usual  stratum  of  sandy  clay,  and  are 
in  some  places,  as  already  described,  covered  by  a  stratum  of  tlie  same 
substance.  At  a  still  remoter  point,  about  six  miles  above  York,  on 
Jones'  plantation,  a  porous  rocky  mass  occurs,  overlying  the  stra- 
tum of  shells  in  a  thin  and  interrupted  layer.  Though  very  similar 
in  appearance  to  the  fragmentary  mass  before  described,  and  evi- 
dently at  one  time  composed  of  portions  of  shells,  it  is  almost  devoid 
of  any  trace  of  carbonate  of  lime.  It  appears  to  consist  of  silex, 
slightly  tinged  with  oxide  of  iron,  approaching  in  its  porous  char- 
acter and  harsh,  gritty  texture  to  the  nature  of  the  burr  stone  of 
France.  Associated  with  this  is  a  more  compact  rock,  containing 
some  carbonate  of  lime,  with  much  silex,  and  exhibiting  very  per- 
fect casts  and  impressions  of  PeetenSy  Cardium,  etc.  Over  these 
strata  is  the  usual  layer  of  ironstone,  and  the  general  aspect  of  the 
upper  beds  is  somewhat  ferruginous. 

It  is  interesting  to  remark,  that,  with  some  interruptions,  a 
fragmentary  deposit,  similar  to  that  observed  at  York,  extends  to 
the  lower  extremity  of  The  Peninsula.  At  Pocosin,  a  flat  swampy 
country,  which  is  often  inundated  by  the  tides,  tliis  deposit  is  uni- 
formly met  with  by  digging  a  few  feet  below  the  surface.  Pectun- 
eulus^  PeetenSj  Ostrea^  as  well  as  numerous  small  shells,  occur  min- 
gled with  it,  as  at  York ;  the  fragments,  however,  are  not  cemented 
together,  but  form  a  loose  friable  mass.  A  rock,  consisting  of  ce- 
mented fragments  of  shells,  occurs  also  at  various  other  points  on 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  Miocene  district;  and  a  fragmentary 
deposit,  like  that  above  described,  is  found  near  the  extremity  of 
all  the  peninsulas  formed  by  our  great  rivers. 

A  very  interesting  feature  in  the  structure  of  the  cliff  at  York 
remains  to  be  described.  Though  the  general  direction  of  the  fossil 
beds  is  nearly  horizontal,  several  of  the  strata  of  rock  are  composed 
of  transverse  layers  parallel  to  each  other,  generally  dipping  toward 
the  north,  and  making  an  angle  of  fifteen  or  twenty  degrees  with 
the  horizon.  The  course  of  these  laminsd  sometimes  differs  in 
adjoining  strata,  and  in  some  places  the  obliquity  diminishes  gradu- 


3d 

ally  anlil  the  laminiD  become  horizontal;  thufl  presenting  a  remark- 
able resemblance  to  the  appearances  described  by  Lyell  and  others, 
as  existing  in  the  Crag  of  England.  The  phenomenon  here  described, 
viewed  in  connection  with  the  fragmentary  structure  of  the  rock, 
and  the  general  distribntion  of  broken  sheUs  over  the  lower  extrem- 
ity of  The  Peninsula,  would  seem  to  indicate  the  former  agency  in 
this  district  of  coast  currents  and  an  ocean  surf.  The  beds  of  shelly 
matter  comminuted  by  these  means,  and  subsequently  elevated  above 
the  level  of  the  tide,  would  be  gradually  cemented  into  a  rocky 
mass  by  the  crystallization  between  the  particles  of  such  portions 
of  the  calcareous  matter  as  the  rain,  when  just  fallen,  was  capable 
of  dissolving.  The  solvent  power  of  rain,  being  chiefly  due  to  a 
portion  of  carbonic  acid  with  which  it  becomes  united  in  its  descent 
through  the  air,  would  be  lost,  as  the  liquid  percolated  through  the 
shelly  strata,  and  thus  the  calcareous  matter  which  it  had  seized 
would  be  gradually  deposited  in  the  crystalline  form. 

Besides  shells  and  zoOphytes,  the  bones  of  cetaceous  animals  and 
the  teeth  of  sharks  are  of  very  frequent  occurrence  in  the  fossil- 
iferous  beds,  but  no  remains  oi  fresh  water  or  land  animals  have  as 
yet  been  discovered.  The  total  number  of  species  of  shells  from 
these  points  which  have  yet  been  identified  is  about  ninety- six,  to 
which  may  now  be  added  several  new  species  recently  discovered, 
and  described  in  a  joint  paper  by  Professor  II.  I).  Rogers  and  my- 
self. 

The  structure  of  the  interesting  portion  of  the  state  lying  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  Chesapeake  is,  so  far  as  hitherto  explored, 
extremely  simple;  but  as  yet  only  the  surface  strata  have  been 
examined,  and  it  is  far  from  being  improbable,  that  at  no  very  con- 
siderable depth  beyond  that  reached  by  the  ordinary  wells  of  the 
country,  deposits  calculated  to  prove  of  much  economical  value 
might  be  attained.  Beneath  the  superficial  sands  and  sandy  clays 
of  the  country,  a  bed  of  clay  of  a  tenacious  character  is  first  reached, 
frequently  impregnated  with  salt,  and  communicating  to  the  water 
obtained  from  it  more  or  less  of  a  brackish  flavor.  Beneath  this  a 
more  arenaceous  bed  occurs,  beyond  which,  as  far  as  I  can  learn, 
no  digging  has  been  carried.  From  this  more  sandy  stratum,  water 
of  a  purer  quality  is  procured.  Ilitherto  no  beds  of  marl  or  fossil 
shells  have  been  found  any  where  in  this  region.  Tet  there  is  reason 
for  the  opinion,  that  such  deposits  would  be  met  with  by  boring  to 
some  depth,  and  possibly  near  enougli  to  the  surface  to  prove  avail- 
able in  the  agriculture  of  the  country. 

The  water  of  the  Miocene  marl  district,  whether  of  wells  or 
springs,  presents  nearly  as  great  variety  as  the  mineral  beds  from 
which  it  issues.  In  the  more  eastern  parts  of  the  reifion,  it  gener- 
ally contains  a  notable  impregnation  of  common  salt,  and  in  neigh- 
borhoods where  shell  marl  abounds,  a  marked  proportion  of  calcare- 
ous matter.  The  copiousness  ami  transparency  of  springs  of  the 
latter  description,  as  well  as  the  carbonatie  of  lime  which  they  hold 
dissolved,  give  them  a  chnracter  nearly  allied  to  that  of  the  lime- 
stone springs  of  other  regions,  while  the  common  salt  which  they 
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almost  invariably  contain,  and  with  which  thej  are  sometimes 
strongly  imbued,  constitates  an  important  feature  of  distinction. 
The  beds  of  ferruginous  clay  and  sand  in  many  cases,  impress  a 
slight  chalybeate  character  upon  the  water,  and  occasionally  impart 
to  it  80  large  an  impregnation  of  iron  as  to  render  it  of  decidedly 
medicinal  utility. 

Owing  to  the  calcareous  matter,  and  occasionally  other  substances 
which  it  holds  in  solution,  nearly  all  the  water  of  this  region  pos- 
sesses the  character  of  hardness.  By  hailing,  this  evil  is  entirely 
remedied  ;— the  carbonate  of  lime  is  precipitated,  first  rendering  the 
liquid  cloudy,  and  subsequently  collecting  on  the  sides  and  bottom 
of  the  vessel  in  the  form  of  a  thin  incrustation.  In  such  of  the 
arts  as  require  a  water  free  from  this  peculiarity,  the  marl  water 
should  be  boiled  previous  to  use  ;  or,  in  lieu  of  this,  though  by  no 
means  an  effectual  substitute,  it  should  be  exposed  for  fome  time  to 
the  snn  in  open  reservoirs.  The  carbonic  acid  which  is  the  chief 
solvent  of  the  calcareous  matter,  being  expelled  by  heat,  suffers  the 
latter  to  separate  from  the  liquid,  and  thus  tlie  cause  of  the  hardness 
of  the  water  is  in  a  great  degree  removed.  It  is  obvious  from  these 
facts,  that  the  water  obtained  fiom  strata  of  gravel,  sand,  or  pure 
clay  will  in  general  be  ])urest  and  most  suitable  for  employment  in 
the  arts.  As  an  example  of  the  kind  of  impregnation  usual  in  the 
water  of  this  district,  I  subjoin  the  results  of  an  analysis  of  the 
contents  of  a  spring  in  James  City  county,  near  Willian'sbnrg.  In 
400  cubic  inches  of  this  water  the  aggregate  of  solid  matter  was 
found  ta  be  104.49  grains,  consisting  of  the  following  substances, 
viz. : 

Muriate  of  soda 4^.84 

Muriate  of  lime 15.08 

Carbonate  of  lime 26.73 

Sulphate  of  lime 6,24 

Silica  and  alumina 4.00 

Sulphate  of  soda 0.25 

Ammonia a  trace 

Organic  matter 1.00 

Loss. 1.75 

104.89 

The  large  proportion  of  Muriate  of  soda  shown  to  be  present  in 
the  above  instance  is  an  interesting  fact,  particularly  when  taken  in 
connection  with  the  locality  whence  the  water  was  procured.  For 
it  cannot  be  considered  probable  that  this  ingredient  could  be  de- 
rived from  the  neighboring  rivers  or  bay,  as  this  would  imply  an 
extent  of  filtration  in  a  horizontal  and  upward  direction  which  it 
would  be  unphilosophical  to  admit.  It  is  rather,  as  I  conceive,  to 
be  looked  upon  as  referable  to  the  former  impregnation  of  saline 
matter  derived  from  the  waters  of  the  ocean,  beneath  which  nearly 
all  the  strata  of  this  region  were  originally  deposited. 


41 


Nature  akd  Varieties  of  the  Miocekb  Shell  Marl. 

In  the  general  description  of  the  district  of  which  we  are  now- 
treating,  a  detailed  account  has  been  given  of  the  arran<?emeQt  of 
the  beds  of  fossils  as  tliej  occar  in  neariy  all  the  localities  which 
have  been  examined,  accompanied  by  an  enumeration  of  the  princi- 
pal shells,  an  account  of  the  materiids  in  which  they  are  embedded, 
and  with  which  they  are  associated  in  contiguons  strata.  We  are 
next  to  consider  the  materials  of  these  beds  in  relation  to  their 
agrionltaral  importance,  and  to  exhibit  the  relative  value  of  the 
marl  of  different  localities  as  illustrated  by  chemical  examination. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  matter  of  all  shells  consists  of  carbonate 
of  lime  ;  hence  they  are  nearly  identical  in  composition  with  lime- 
stone, chalk,  and  marble.  To  this  ingredient,  in  whatever  form  it 
may  l)e  applied  to  the  soil,  general  experience  has  ascribed  a  very 
high  degree  of  fertilizing  power,  and  hence,  in  the  application  of  all 
the  varieties  of  calcareous  marl,  we  are  guided  chiefly  by  the  propor- 
tion of  the  carbonate  which  they  contain,  as  determined  by  chemi- 
cal analysis.  It  should  not,  however,  be  inferred,  that  the  various 
mixtures  of  earths  and  other  substances  with  which  the  calcareous 
matter  is  usually  associated,  are  devoid  of  useful  action  when  applied 
to  land.  The  experience  of  agriculturists  is  certainly  inconsistent 
with  such  an  opinion,  though  it  has  most  clearly  evinced  the  power- 
ful efficacy  of  calcareous  manures.  The  invaluable  publications  of 
the  editor  of  the  **  Farmers'  Register,"  by  directing  the  attention  of 
the  farmers  to  the  employment  of  the  shell  mai^  with  which  nature 
has  supplied  them  in  such  rich  abundance,  have  led  so  extensively 
to  the  application  of  this  manure,  and  have  produced  so  general  a 
conviction  of  its  fertilizing  effects,  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  in  this 
place  to  introduce  either  facts  or  arguments  in  its  favor.  To  the 
valuable  practical  suggestions  of  this  gentleman,  contained  in  the 
"Calcareous  Manures"  and  other  publications,  we  are  indebted  for 
much  of  the  amelioration  which  has  taken  place  in  the  agriculture 
of  £astem  Virginia,  and  I  therefore  cannot  do  better,  in  alluding  to 
this  branch  of  my  subject,  than  to  recommend  these  works  to  the 
earnest  perusal  of  all  who  are  interested  in  advancing  the  pros- 
perity of  that  portion  of  the  state. 

But,  although  the  richness  of  the  marl  is  mainly  dependent  on 
the  proportion  of  its  calcareous  contents,  it  is  also  largely  influenced 
by  the  nature  and  condition  of  the  shells  of  which  it  is  composed. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  recent  oyster  shell,  especially  in  its  un- 
broken state,  is  far  less  immediate  and  powerful  in  its  action  upon 
land  than  the  friable  and  pulverulent  shells,  of  which  many  of  the 
most  valuable  marl  beds  are  principally  made  up.  Yet  in  the  com- 
position of  the  recent  oyster  shell,  the  amount  of  calcareous  ingre- 
dient is  nearly  as  great  as  in  the  richest  marl  beds  which  we  have 
examined.  Acconiing  to  an  analysis  which  I  made  some  years  ago, 
100  grains  of  this  material  were  found  to  contain : 
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Carbonate  of  lime 96.18  grains. 

Phosphate  of  lime 1.88     " 

Silex  (probably  accidental) 0.40     " 

Water 1.62     " 

Insolable  animal  matter ...    0.45     ^* 

Loss,  etc 0.47     " 

Total 100.00     " 

Vide  "  Farmers'  Register,"  vol.  i,  and  **  Silliman's  Journal." 

These  remarks  being  also  applicable  to  some  species  of  fossil 
shells,  it  becomes  necessary,  to  a  judicious  selection  of  the  marl,  to 
give  some  attention  to  the  different  nature  of  the  shells  contained  in 
the  several  varieties  of  marls  offered  to  our  choice. 

Kinds  of  Shells  wuion  abe  least  likely  to  be  rsEFrL. 

The  fossil  oyster  and  scallop  Bhelh  {Oatrea  Virginica  and Pecten\ 
of  which  many  marl  beds  are  almost  exclusively  composed,  are  gen- 
erally found  in  a  nearly  unaltered  state.  Comparing  the  composi- 
tion of  these  shells,  as  ascertained  by  my  analysis,  with  that  of  the 
recent  shells,  the  animal  matter  which,  though  small  in  quantity, 
seems  to  act  powerfully  as  a  cement  for  the  other  materials,  was 
found  to  have  been  retained  in  almost  undiminished  proportion; 
and  thus  these  shells  are  scarcely  better  fitted  for  the  soil  than 
recent  ones  of  the  same  species.  It  is  to  the  animal  matter  retained 
by  the  fossil  scallops  that  we  are  to  ascribe  the  dark  color  they 
assume  when  burned  for  lime.  Whatever  might  be  the  usefulness 
of  this  ingredient  if  mingled  with  the  soil,  it  here  operates  to  impair 
the  value  of  the  shell  as  calcareous  manure  by  the  insoluble  character 
it  imparts  to  the  materials  it  holds  together.  Next  in  tardiness  of  dis- 
integration, and  in  consequent  inefficiency  as  a  manure,  may  be  enu- 
merated the  large  clam  (  Venvs  merccnaria\  and  an  oblong,  smooth, 
flat  shell  (Craasatella),  These,  however,  have  evidently  undergone 
a  change,  which  prepares  them  for  yielding,  more  readily  than  the 
former,  to  the  agencies  of  the  seasons.  Most  of  the  other  species, 
though  entire  when  first  found,  soon  fall  to  pieces  and  spread  their 
fertilizing  fragments  through  the  soil.  There  is,  however,  even 
among  them  some  room  for  choice — and  this  leads  us  to  consider  the 

Kinds  of  Shells  which  are  most  suited  fob  the  Pubpose  of 
Marung. 

The  Chama,  formerly  mentioned  as  occurring  in  extensive  beds 
in  some  portions  of  the  Miocene,  and  existing  in  considerable  pro- 
portion in  nearly  all  the  fossil  strata,  forms  the  principal  component 
of  some  of  the  most  productive  marls.  This  is  a  small,  two-valved 
shell,  of  rugged  exterior,  which  readily  breaks  to  pieces  in  the 
ground,  and  is  spread  evenly  over  the  land  with  great  facility.  An- 
other shell  {Serpula),  of  which  there  are  numerous  rich  beds  in 
Surry  county,  possesses  these  advantages  in  a  still  higher  degree. 
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From  it8  fragile  textare,  and  irregular  tubular  structure,  it  is  quickly 
mingled  with  the  soil  in  a  minutely  subdivided  state,  and  as  like  the 
Chama^  it  frequently  occupies  the  marl  beds  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  fossils,  it  famishes  a  marl  of  a  very  superior  description.  As 
a  genera]  rule,  the  small  shells  are  most  likely  to  prove  efficacious, 
as  well  from  the  fact  that,  where  they  occur,  the  proportion  of  car- 
bonate of  lime  and  green  sand  is  unusually  great,  as  because  thejp 
are  most  easily  reduced  to  the  condition  in  which  they  become 
available  in  the  land. 

Of  the  Puherulent  White  Marl. — In  many  situations  the  marl 
presents  an  appearance  not  very  unlike  that  of  an  impure  chalk.  The 
mass  of  the  stratum  is  chiefly  made  up  of  a  white  or  yellowish  friable 
material,  intermixed  with  fragments  of  the  harder  species  of  shells. 
In  such  cases  the  shells  are  rarely  found  entire,  and  tlie  condition  of 
the  fragments  is  usually  such  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  recognize 
the  species  of  fossil  to  which  they  belonged.  Many  extensive  beds 
of  marl  of  this  description  have  been  opened  in  the  counties  of  Mid- 
dlesex, New  Kent,  James  City,  York,  and  Gloucester,  all  of  them 
largely  abounding  in  calcareous  matter.  Even  as  much  as  ninety- 
seven  per  cent  of  this  substance  was  found  in  a  specimen  from  one 
of  these  localities ;  and  it  will  appear  from  the  table  of  calcareous 
marls  hereafter  to  be  given,  that  in  general  the  proportion  exceeds 
eighty  in  the  one  hundred.  Occasionally,  however,  a  mixture  occurs 
in  which  the  calcareous  matter  is  blended  with  a  large  proportion  of 
white  clay  and  sand,  presenting  in  the  mass  an  aspect  so  nearly  re- 
sembling the  former,  that  without  chemical  analysis  it  would  be 
difficult  to  distinguish  between  them. 

Of  the  Blue  Marl, — In  our  general  description  of  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  fossiliferous  strata,  mention  has  been  made  of  the  bluish 
green  or  clayey  marl  which  occurs  low  down  in  the  ravines  and  near 
the  water's  edge  on  the  river  banks.  This  is  what  is  usually  known 
among  farmers  as  the  blue  marl.  From  the  soft  condition  of  the 
shelly  matter  which  it  contains,  and  the  predominance  of  clay  in  its 
composition,  this  has  been  found  peculiarly  serviceable  when  applied 
to  the  more  arenaceous  varieties  of  soil.  In  the  quantity  of  calcare- 
ous matter  which  it  contains,  it  is  usually  inferior  to  the  beds  of  a 
white  or  brown  color,  whidi  in  many  places  rest  above  it,  though 
it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  in  many  instances  it  may  not  prove 
equally  advantageous  to  the  land.  The  coloring  matter  of  the  clay 
appears  in  part  to  consist  of  a  carbonaceous  matter,  derived  probably 
from  the  organic  materials  originally  associated  with  the  shells,  and 
often  in  part  of  a  minutely  divided  green  sand,  either  of  which  in- 
gredients might  be  expected  to  aid  the  calcareous  and  clayey  matter 
in  benefiting  the  soil. 

Of  the  Hard  Ferruginous  Marls, — In  some  localities  the  beds  con- 
sist of  shells  more  or  less  broken,  intermixed  with  a  brown  ferrugi- 
nous sandy  clay,  and  often  cemented  with  these  materials  into  masses 
which  are  broken  with  some  difficulty.  These,  although  rich  in 
calcareous  matter,  must  obviously,  from  their  mechanical  texture, 
prove  less  valuable  than  either  of  the  former.    To  this  class  also  may 
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be  referred  the  shell  rock,  and  frajrmentary  masses  approaching  to 
limestone,  which  occar  in  varions  places. 

From  the  large  percentage  of  carbonate  of  lime  which  these  con- 
tain, there  can  be  no  doubt  that  by  burning,  they  might  be  converted 
into  a  highly  valuable  lime.  A  specimen  from  tlie  cliff  at  York 
yielded  87  per  cent  of  calcareous  carbonate,  as  large  a  proportion  ae 
most  of  the  valley  limestones  have  been  found  to  contain:  comput- 
ing the  quantity  of  caustic  lime,  corresponding  to  this,  we  find  that 
100  pounds  of  the  shell  rock  would  yield  48'7  pounds  of  strong  lime. 
It  is  therefore  well  worthy  of  consideration  whether  the  conversior 
of  this  material  into  lime  might  not  be  an  object  of  profitable  en- 
terprise. In  the  neighborhood  of  York,  and  other  places  where  it 
occurs,  rock  of  sufficient  hardness  might  be  obtained  in  great  abund- 
ance, and  at  comparatively  little  cost;  and  the  cheapness  of  fuel 
would  render  the  operation  of  burning,  one  of  moderate  expense. 
That  much  of  tliis  rock,  when  exposed  to  intense  heat,  would  fall  to 
pieces,  and  thus  injure  the  value  of  the  product  for  distant  use,  is 
undoubtedly  true.  But  there  is  also  much  of  it  found  in  bands 
throughout  the  cliff,  which  has  almost  as  great  solidity  and  perma- 
nency in  the  fire  as  a  secondary  limestone,  and  from  this  a  lime  of 
superior  character  might  unquestionably  be  produced.  Owing  to 
the  great  abundance  of  shell  marl  in  these  places,  and  the  general 
resemblance  of  this  material  to  the  constituents  of  a  marl  bank,  its 
probable  utility  in  this  point  of  view  appears  hitherto  to  have  been 
overlooked.  But  regarding  it  in  its  true  light,  as  a  tertiary  lime- 
stone,  we  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  become  a  source  of  profit- 
able manufacture  in  its  immediate  vicinity. 

Of  the  Green  Sand,  Sulphate  of  Ikon,  and  other  Matteks  asso- 
ciated WITH  THE  Marl  Beds. 

Oreen  Sand. — As  already  intimated,  this  substance  is  frequently 
found  disseminated  in  the  marl,  and  also  in  the  overlying  stratum  of 
clay  or  sand.  From  the  remarkable  effects  of  comparatively  small 
quantities  of  this  material  when  applied  to  land,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  many  of  the  marls  of  Lower  Virginia  owe  some  of  their 
value  to  its  presence.  Supposing  only  as  much  as  ten  per  cent  of 
this  substance  in  a  marl — and  this  is  far  below  the  amount  which  I 
have  ascertained  to  exist  in  many  localities— -one  hundred  loads  of 
marl  would  correspond  to  ten  of  the  green  sand,  an  amount  which 
in  New  Jersey  has  often  been  found  productive  of  striking  benefit. 
Several  of  the  most  efficient  marls  which  I  have  examined  were 
more  remarkable  for  the  large  proportion  of  this  substance  contained 
in  them  than  for  their  richness  in  calcareous  matter.  In  many  marl 
pits  which  I  have  >nsited,  the  impressions  of  the  pick  and  spade  were 
streaked  with  green  marks,  which  upon  inspection  were  found  to 
result  from  the  bruised  granules  of  this  matter.  In  such  cases,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  existence  in  the  marl  of  an  amount  of  green 
sand  capable  of  affording  material  aid  to  the  growing  vegetable.  In 
the  layer  immediately  above  the  marl  also,  it  sometimes  exists  in 
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considerable  quantity — and  hence  instead  of  rejecting  tbis  overlying 
mass,  in  many  castes  it  wonld  be  decidedly  better  to  carry  it  out  upon 
the  land  along  with  the  calcareous  matter.  The  experience  of  many 
farmers  has  already  shown  the  propriety  of  this  plan,  and  some  even 
entertain  the  opinion  that  this  upper  layer,  where  the  green  sand 
abounds,  is  quite  as  beneficial  as  the  marl  itself.  Further  observa- 
tions respecting  the  greensand  will  be  given  in  treating  of  the  Eocene 
marls,  of  which  it  constitutes  a  very  important  ingredient. 

Sulphate  of  Iron  and  Sulphur. — In  some  parts  of  the  Miocene 
district,  there  occur  beds  of  clay  more  or  less  sandy,  and  usually  of 
a  dark  color,  containing  these  substances  in  a  minute  but  still  nppre- 
ciable  quantity.  Such  matter,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  would  not 
in  general  prove  beneficial  to  the  soil.  The  former  has  been  thought 
positively  detrimental  to  vegetation,  and  certainly  when  applied  in 
considerable  quantity,  this  is  its  efifect.  What  agency  it  might  exert 
in  a  more  diluted  state,  and  mingled  with  other  matter,  we  are 
without  the  means  of  determining.  Probably  under  such  circum- 
stances it  might  operate  as  a  stimulant,  and  thus  contribute  to  the 
growth.  The  same  doubts  are  also  applicable  to  the  other  substance 
above  named.  Yet  in  some  well  authenticated  cases  the  action  of 
these  copperas  and  sulphur  clays  has  been  found  strikingly  beneficial. 
In  these  instances,  however,  it  would  seem  that  much,  if  not  all  the 
benefit,  was  produced  by  the  effectual  protection  which  even  minute 
Quantities  of  these  substances,  especially  the  latter,  afford  against 
the  attacks  of  insects^  In  a  cotton  field  in  which  all  the  alternate 
rows  were  lightlj  sprinkled  with  earth  of  this  description,  the  plants 
so  treated  grew  up  vigorous  and  healthy,  while  the  others  became 
sickly  and  were  nearly  devoured  by  insects.  Much  careful  obser- 
vation is  required  to  determine  the  kind  and  mode  of  influence 
which  these  substances  exert,  and  it  would  be  premature,  in  our 
present  ignorance  of  the  matter,  to  assert  any  convictions  on  the 
subject.  The  presence  of  the  former  of  these  ingredients,  if  not 
recognized  by  the  copperas  flavor,  will  be  readily  discovered  by 
steeping  the  earth  in  water,  decanting  the  clear  liquid,  boiling  it 
down  to  a  small  volume,  and  then  adding  tincture  of  galls  or  prus- 
siate  of  potash.  A  black  or  brown  color  with  the  former,  or  a 
blue  one  with  the  latter,  would  indicate  its  presence.  The  experi- 
ment, however,  should  be  made  in  a  glass  or  china  vessel.  The 
sulphur  becomes  manifest  to  the  smell  when  the  clay  is  heated,  and 
even  at  ordinary  temperatures  its  peculiar  odor  may  often  be  per- 
ceived. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  percentage  of  carbonate  of 
lime  in  a  number  of  the  Miocene  marls  which  I  have  examined. 
The  analyses  were  made  with  the  **  apparatus  for  analyzing  cal- 
careous marls  and  other  carbonates,"  described  in  the  *'  Farmers' 
Register"  and  "Journal  of  Science."  No  attempt  was  made  to 
ascertnin  the  proportions  of  sand,  clay,  or  green  sand,  because  the 
trouble  of  the  analysis  would  have  been  increased  more  than  ten- 
fold, and  probably  no  useful  result  could  have  been  attained.    In 
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each  experiment  the  appearance  and  character  of  the  undissolved 
matter  were  noted,  and  thns  a  general  estimate  formed  of  the  other 
ingredients  of  the  specimen.  These  notes  are  contained  in  the 
fourth  column,  the  first  giving  the  localities,  the  second  the  aspect, 
and  the  third  the  quantity  of  calcareous  matter : 

Table   exhibiting   the   Peb  Cent,  of  Gabbonatb  op  Limb  in 
MiooENB  Mabls. 


Gloucester. 
Walter  Jones 


Walter  Jones . 


T.  W.  Fountleroy. 


Several   feet  below 
surface 


From  same  bed  near 

surface 

Dr.  Taliaferro,  ftx>m  gray 

low  munds 

Black  low  grounds. . . 
Highlands,    upper 

stratum 

Highlands,    lower 

level 


Isle  or  Wight. 
BurwelPs  Bay 

BurwelPs  Bay 


Joel  Holleman  . 


Javes  Crrr. 
The  Grove— BurweU^s. . 


From  a  lower  stratum 


Kmg's  Mill  cliff. 


Jud^e  Semple's  farm,  two 
miles  below  Williams- 
burg  


White  sandy  marl, 
with  fragments  of 
Bma 


White  clayey  marl'. . 
Wluto  pulverulent. 


Fine  chalky  —  few 
traces  of  sliclls .... 

More  arenaceous. . . . 


Blue  marl . . . 
Yellow  marl . 


White,  with    small 
shells 


Beddisb  gray,  witli 
fra^ents  of  shells 
ana  nume  ous 
spocksof  green  sand 

Similar  appearance, 
specks  more  nu- 
merous   


Similar  aspect . 


Similar  aspect . 


87.1 
G1.5 
60.0 

96.8 

61.8 

40.0 
68.1 

67.2 

85.9 

62.0 
55.2 

80.2 

CO. 2 

54.7 
62.0 

79.0 


The  residuary  matter 
chiefly    t^ilex.      I*Io 

jereen  sand. 

Toe  residuary  matter 
chiefly  clay,  with  a 
little  green' sand. 

Chiefly  clay,  no  green 
sand. 


No  green  sand. 
Sand. 


A  little  green  sand. 

A  little  green  sand- 
chiefly  clay. 

Sand,  clay,  and  a  eon- 
sidcrablo  proportion 
of  peroxide  or  iron. 

A  little  green  sand. 


Sand,  clay,  and  lar^ 
proportion  of  green 
sand. 


Sand,  clay,  and  still 
moi-o  fiTecn  sand. 

Sand,  clay,  and  much 
green  sand. 


Sand,  clay,  and  much 
green  sand. 
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QLovcKBTKA—icofUinwd) 
Dickie  Gait's,  near  Will- 
iamsburg hospital 

Pulverulent     and 
white 

79.0 

84.8 
54.5 

72.0 
72.7 

69.1 

48.8 

54.6 
57.4 
52.7 
86.4 

92.8 
88.0 

59.5 

95.4 

98.6 
76.1 
85.0 

72.7 

a8.s 

43.2 
62.7 
72.9 

No  green  nand. 

Sand  and  clay. 
Sand   and  clay,  and 
some  ^roen  sand. 

Chiefly  clay. 

sand. 
Clay  and  a  little  green 
sand. 

Cky ,  sand,  and  ojddeof 
iron.  No  green  sand. 

Dr.  Semple'Sj  18  miles 
fh>m  Williamsbuig 

Another  stratum 

Dr.  Peachy 's,  near  James- 
town  

Yellowish  pulveru- 
lent  

Grayish  yellow 

White  pulverulent. . 
White  pulverulent. . 

White  pulverulent.. 

Grayish  yellow  si- 
licious  clay,  filled 
with  hollow  casts 
of  Astarte  undulata. 

Fragments  of  shells, 

but  no  casts 

Fragments  of  shells, 

but  no  casts 

Fragments  of  shells, 

but  no  casts 

Fragments  of  shells, 

but  no  casts 

White  pulverulent. . 

Sandy  and  greenish 

blue 

Chalky— small  frag- 
ments of  shells 

White  and  pulveru- 
lent   

Mr.  Wynn's,  near  York.. 
Mr  Wade's 

TiAVCASTEB. 

Curratoman— J.  Cabell, 
Esq.,  first  bed 

Third  bed 

Clay. 

Fourth  bed 

Clay. 

Fifth  bed 

Clay. 

Middlesex. 
Mr.  Jesse's,  near  Urban- 
na,  No.  1 

Clay. 
Chiefly  clay. 

No.  2 :.... 

Dr.   R.   Christian,   near 
Urbannn..  ,,..i- t 

Much  green  sand. 

Mrs.  Thureton's,  8  miles 
from  Urbonna 

Sand  nnd  clay. 

New  Kekt. 
Mr.  B.  Crump,  6  miles 
below  Court-Uouse .... 

Mr.  Ko.  Christian's 

Mr.  iT.  Mft»Hhftli 

White  pulverulent.. 
White  pulverulent. . 
White  pulverulent. . 

White  pulverulent. . 

Grayish 

Prinoe  George. 
Mr.  William  Harrison... 

SUBBY. 

Mr.  C.  Jones 

Sand    and    clay,  and 

much  green  sand. 
Sand,  clay,  oxide   of 

iron,  and  much 

green  sand. 
Sand  and  much  greon 

sand. 

Much  green  sand. 

Lower  stratum 

Upper  stratum 

Capt.  Smith,  Court-House 

Grayish  yellow 

Abounding  in  Chama 

Bank  made  up  of 
C^amaa.ndS(^ula 

48 


SvjiRY— {continued,) 

White  pulverulent. . 

White  sand,    with 

fragments  ofPerna. 
Very  ai^illaccous. . . 

White  pulverulent. . 

Reddish    yellow  — 
fnigments  of  shells. 

Rocky  and  sub-crys- 
talline   

97.7 

No  green  sand. 

Mr.    D.    Stith,    Court- 
House  .«.• 

Union  Hall 

86.0    Sand.   No  green  sand. 
29.8    No  kfreen  sand. 

York. 
Mr.  B.  Garrett's,  8  miles 
below  York 

90.2 

Belle   farm  — Migor  T. 
Griflto 

Yorkdiff 

79.2 

Clay  and  oxide  of  iron. 

87.8  '  Clav  and  osdde  of  iron. 

Eocene  Mabl  Distbict. 

As  already  iodicated,  the  extent  and  boundaries  of  this  inter- 
esting portion  of  Eastern  Virginia  are  as  yet  in  a  great  degree  mat- 
ters of  conjecture.  The  discovery  of  an  Eocene  deposit  in  the 
state,  tirst  announced  by  me  about  eighteen  months  ago,  in  a  com- 
munication to  the  "Farmers'  Register,"  has  been  followed  np  by  a 
minute  personal  examination  of  some  parts  of  the  district  in  which 
it  occurs,  more  especially  on  the  James  river  and  Pamunkey.  Its 
existence  on  the  Kappahannock  and  Potomac  has  also  been  ascer- 
tained, and  specimens  have  been  obtained  from  a  number  of  inter- 
mediate points.  With  regard  to  the  region  sonth  of  the  James 
river,  though  facts  have  been  procured  which  show  conclusively 
that  the  deposit  continues  to  the  southern  boundaries  of  the  state, 
time  has  not  admitted  of  such  an  investigation  as  would  be  necessary 
in  defining  its  extent.  A  regularly  continuing  line  of  observations 
on  the  Pamunkey  river,  commencing  below  the  point  at  which  the 
deposit  appears  above  the  water's  edge,  and  extending  up  the  river 
to  the  junction  of  the  North  and  South  Anna,  where  it  terminates, 
has  served  to  develop  the  arrangement  and  composition  of  the  strata, 
and  to  determine  the  width  of  this  portion  of  the  formation.  An 
inspection  of  the  most  important  Eocene  localities  on  the  James 
river  has  also  contributed  many  interesting  and  valuable  facts, 
while  on  the  Rappahannock  and  Potomac,  its  western  limits  have 
been  determined  with  as  much  accuracy  as  could  be  attained  by 
tranfiient  observations  directed  only  to  a  few  localities. 

Wherever  observed,  the  arrangement  of  the  beds  of  the  Eocene, 
and  the  minerals  and  fonsils  contained  in  them,  have  been  found 
strikingly  alike,  and  hence  the  description  of  any  transverse  line  of 
the  formation  may  be  regarded  as  conve}'ing  a  just  representation 
of  its  character  throughout.  At  the  same  time,  however,  it  is  by 
no  means  to  be  assumed,  that  in  all  localities  the  same  arrangement 
or  composition  of  the  strata  must  necessarily  exist;  for  within  a 
short  distance  in  observations  already  made,  considerable  diversities 
have  been  (»bserved  to  exist.     But  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  tho 
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general  order  of  the  strata  already  remarked,  as  well  as  the  obar- 
acter  of  the  fossils  which  thej  contain,  will  present  mooh  uniformity 
whenever  the  formation  may  be  discovered  within  the  limits  of  the 
state. 

The  existence  of  Miocene  strata  over  the  Eocene  has  been  re- 
ferred to  nnder  a  former  head,  and  some  account  of  tiiis  more  recent 
overlying  deposit  within  the  district  of  which  we  now  are  treating, 
may,  with  propriety,  be  prefixed  to  the  description  of  the  Eocene 
itsdf. 

Of   TBS  MlOOXNE  WHICH  OVSBLISS   THE  EoCKNS. 

Westward  of  the  limits  of  the  Miocene  previously  defined,  the 
general  level  of  the  country  continues  gradually  to  rise.  A  surface 
more  generally  undulating,  and  strewed  with  water- worn  fragments 
of  stone,  sometimes  of  considerable  size,  marks  our  approach  to  the 
region  of  hills  and  rooks,  whence  these  memorials  of  the  destructive 
forces  of  a  former  period  have  been  derived.  The  superficial  stratum 
in  the  western  portion  of  this  district  is  generally  a  coarse  sand  or 
gravel,  often  containing  large  masses  of  rounded  sandstone  and  other 
rocks,  of  which  the  parent  strata  are  generally  to  be  found  at  no 
remote  distance  to  the  northwest.  An  inspection  of  these  pebbles 
IS  sufficient  to  show,  that  in  many,  if  not  nearly  all  cases,  they  are 
derived  from  the  grits  and  sandstones  with  which  the  bituminous 
coal  of  Eastern  Virginia  is  associated,  while  from  the  similar  nature 
of  the  sand  and  gravel  in  which  they  are  embedded,  we  are  entitled 
to  conclude,  that  at  least  in  part,  they  also  refer  themselves  to  the 
same  region  for  their  origin.  In  the  hills  at  and  below  Richmond, 
and  in  many  other  places,  these  beds  of  gravel  have  considerable 
depth,  and  present  a  structure  at  once  curious  and  instructive.  A 
series  of  strata  at  these  places,  in  some  of  which  the  pebbles  are  dis- 
posed in  horizontal  lines,  in  others  in  lines  oblique,  but  still  gener- 
ally paraUel,  inclining  downwards  to  various  points  in  the  different 
layers,  give  striking  evidence  of  the  agency  of  those  diluvial  and 
oceanic  currents,  of  which  geologists  have  discovered  so  many  me- 
morials in  other  regions,  and  may  serve  when  minutely  studied,  to 
throw  much  light  on  the  physical  changes  to  which  this  portion  of 
the  continent  must  formerly  have  been  subjected. 

Beneath  these  beds  of  gravel,  in  many  places  strata  of  clay  occur ; 
but  whether  referable  to  the  same  epoch  of  deposition,  cannot  as 
yet  be  clearly  ascertained.  Many  beds  of  argillaceous  clay,  suited 
for  the  potter  and  brickraaker,  and  occasional  layers  of  a  beautiful 
yellow  ochre,  may  be  placed  in  this  portion  of  the  series. 

Other  strata  of  clay  and  sand  of  a  peculiar  character  present 
themselves  in  many  localities  beneath  the  superficial  beds.  These 
contain  a  record  of  their  origin,  legible  to  the  geologist,  in  the  im- 
pressions of  shells  and  zc»Ophytes  with  which  they  are  generally 
filled.  On  comparing  these  casts,  which  in  most  cases  can  be  easily 
recognized  even  in  their  more  delicate  markings,  with  the  fossils  of 
our  Miocene  marl  strata,  their  identity  is  established,  and  thus  the 
strata  in  question  at  once  take  their  places  in  the  ^ries  of  M^oc^e 
Tertiary  deposits. 
3 


50 

In  manj  parts  of  Hanover,  King  William,  Henrico,  and  other 
ooanties  in  thig  range,  these  beds  of  clay  are  found,  asaally  charac- 
terized by  a  dark  greenish  grey  or  brown  color,  a  salphurous  odor, 
and  an  astringent  taste.  On  Governor's  Hill  in  Richmond,  a  stratum 
of  the  same  kind  is  exposed ;  and  at  this  spot  the  fossil  impressions 
and  other  characters  above  noticed  may  be  distinctly  seen.  Like  the 
clays  and  sands  formerly  described  as  associated  with  the  Miocene, 
these  contain  salphate  of  iron  (or  copperas),  sulphate  of  alumina 
and  sulphur  in  an  uncombined  condition.  So  large  a  proportion  of 
these  substances  is  sometimes  present,  as  to  render  the  water 
obtained  from  the  strata  in  which  they  eziati  absolutely  unfit  for 
use. 

It  is  to  the  existence  of  these  materials  in  the  strata  that  we  are 
to  look  for  the  cause  of  the  disappearance  of  the  calcareous  matter, 
in  the  form  of  shells,  which  they  once  evidently  contained.  Either 
of  the  sulphates  above  named  would  exert  a  rapidly  deoompottug 
action  on  the  carbonate  of  lime,  of  which  shells  principally  consist ; 
the  sulphuric  acid  of  the  sulphate  combining  with  the  lime  of  the 
carbonate,  thus  convertipg  it  into  gypsum,  while  the  carbonic  acid 
would,  in  great  part,  escape  in  the  form  of  gas.  That  the  gypsum  is 
not  now  discovered  in  these  beds  is  an  obvious  result  of  the  com- 
parative solubility  of  that  substance  in  water ;  its  continuance  in  the 
strata  being  only  possible  where  a  heavy  covering  of  clay  excluded 
the  percolating  liquid. 

Useless,  if  not  iiyurious,  as  these  clays  are  now  believed  to  be 
when  applied  to  land,  there  is  reason  to  think  that  they  are  capable, 
by  a  little  application  of  chemical  knowledge,  of  being  rendered  truly 
valuable  as  an  auxiliary  manure.  The  gypsum  into  which  their  en- 
closed shells  were  once  converted,  would  doubtless  have  imparted  to 
them  high  agricultural  value.  Can  we  not  replace,  if  not  all,  some 
portion  of  this  fertilizing  material,  by  mingbng  the  clay  with  the 
more  pulverulent  shell  marls  occasionally  found  in  its  vicinity  ?  That 
this  mixture  would  result  in  the  conversion  of  a  portion  of  the  shelly 
matter  into  gypsum,  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  and  where  the  clay  was 
originally  rich  in  copperas  and  sulphate  of  alumina,  the  amount  of 
the  gypsum  thus  compounded  would  be  proportionally  great  Ex- 
periments on  this  subject  are  well  worthy  of  being  tri^,  not  only 
with  the  clays  here  mentioned,  but  with  those  of  a  similar  nature, 
which,  as  already  remarked,  occur  in  the  more  eastern  portion  of  the 
Tertiary  districts  of  the  State. 

Before  the  amount  of  gypsum  to  be  anticipated  from  such  a  treat- 
ment of  these  materials  can  be  estimated,,  a  chemical  determination 
of  the  proportion  of  sulphates  of  iron  and  alumina  must  be  had,  and 
to  this  point  future  analysis  might  be  usefully  directed. 

But  though  much  of  the  Miocene  marl  in  this  district  has  been 
exposed  to  the  destructive  chemical  agencies  above  explained,  much 
also  is  found  retaining  its  carbonate  of  lime  in  undiminished  quantity. 

On  the  lower  levels  on  the  river  banks  it  appears  seldom  to  have 
escaped  the  dissolving  and  decomposing  action  of  the  sulphates, 
while  in  the  highlands  it  may  usually  be  found  containing  its  cal- 
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oareous  matter  early  as  when  first  deposited.  In  King  William,  Han- 
over, Prince  Greorge,  etc.,  beds  are  found  in  the  highlands,  at  some 
distance  fW>m  the  rivers.  The  fossils  thej  contain  are  identical  with 
those  of  the  marl  beds  farther  east,  and  the  materials  with  which 
thev  are  intermixed  present  no  peculiarity  important  to  be  remarked: 
Specimens  of  this  Miocene  from  Hanover,  King  William,  and  Prince 
George,  exhibit  a  good  percentage  of  the  carbonate  of  lime,  and  as 
might  be  expected,  the  strata  from  which  they  were  taken  are  nse- 
folly  resorted  to  by  the  neighboring  farmers. 

As  would  be  inferred  from  remarks  previously  made,  the  general 
level  at  wliioh  this  marl  occurs,  is  higher  than  that  of  the  Eocene^ 
and  here  the  promise  is  held  out  that  this  latter,  even  in  the  high- 
lands, would  be  exposed  by  excavations  carried  to  some  depth  be- 
neath the  lower  limits  of  the  former. 

In  examining  the  Eocene  deposit  on  the  Pamunkey  and  James 
rivers,  the  interesting  geological  fact  was  observed  of  an  actual 
wperpimtion  of  the  Miocene  upon  it ;  and  on  the  Pamunkey,  the 
precise  point  was  determined  at  which  the  Eocene  first  makes  its  ap-* 
pearanoe  above  the  water-line,  being  there  overlaid  by  u  heavy  bed 
of  the  more  recent  deposit.  This  occurs  at  Northbury,  and  directly 
opposite  at  the  plantation  of  Dr.  Oharles  Braxton. 

Of  the  Eocene  ob  Loweb  Tebtiaby  Maul. 

The  descriptions  ond  facts  whieh  will  be  comprised  under  this 
Lead,  will  principally  refer  to  the  localities  on  the  Pamunkey  and 
James  rivers,  to  whieh  especial  observation  has  been  directed ;  at 
the  same  time  that  their  value,  as  applying  to  the  Eocene  district 
generally,  may  be  regarded  as  being  sufficiently  established  by  gen- 
eral geological  analogies,  ss  well  as  such  observations  upon  other 
portions  of  the  region,  as  the  presenf^early  stage  of  the  enquiries  has 
allowed  me  an  opportunity  of  making.  No  region  of  Eastern  Vir- 
ginia holds  out  more  certain  promise  of  reward  to  future  investiga- 
tion, and  none  will  reap  from  the  research  more  lasting  and  impor- 
tant benefits. 

Description  of  the  Eocene  Strata  of  the  Pamunkey. 

Rising  above  the  water-line  at  Nortbbury,  the  upper  surface  of 
the  deposit  is  seen  ascending  with  a  very  gentle  slope,  as  it  extends 
higher  up  the  river,  until  at  Newcastle  it  attains  an  elevation  of  about 
twenty-five  feet  above  medium  tide.  Beyond  this  point,  with  slight 
undulations  in  its  outline,  it  continues,  with  but  little  general  devia-  . 
tion  of  height  from  the  water-line  to  near  its  termination  at  the 
junction  of  the  North  and  South  Anna,  where  it  dips  or  thins  out 
until  lost  immediately  on  the  verge  of  the  coarse  sandstone,  which 
there,  for  the  first  time,  makes  its  appearance  in  massy  form.  The 
deposit  appears  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  wherever  t!ie  flats  do  not 
intervene,  and  at  the  base  of  the  second  level,  corresponding  in 
position  to  its  place  in  the  river  cliffs  in  the  same  vicinity. 


On  the  Boatb  side  of  the  river,  the  deposit  has  been  particnUrlj 
examined,  at  North  bury,  Hampstead,  Retreat,  Washington  fiassett'i, 
Walker  Tomlin's,  Mrs.  Buffings,  Mr.  Roane's,  and  Mr.  Wiokham'a, 
where  it  terminates.  Specimens  have  been  collected  from  other 
localities,  either  on  the  river  or  at  the  base  of  the  second  level :  on 
the  north  side,  at  Ohericoke,  Captain  Hill's,  Mr.  Nixon's,  Piping 
Tree,  Newcastle,  Dr.  Braxton's,  and  Mr.  Fox's.  Specimens  also 
from  various  other  points  on  and  remote  from  the  river,  have  been 
procured,  and  thus  a  somewhat  minnte  acquaintance  with  this  por- 
tion of  the  Eocene  tract  has  been  attained.  Toward  the  southern 
boundary  of  tlie  deposit,  the  following  arrangement  of  strata  occurs, 
commencing  at  the  top: 

1st.  A  stratum  of  greenish  yellow  earth  containing  no  shells,  but 
numerous  traces  or  casts  of  them,  plainly  showing  that  shells  were 
at  one  time  embedded  in  the  mass.  Sulphate  of  lime  or  gypsum 
occurs  in  crystals,  sometimes  of  considerable  size,  interspersed 
throughout  tliis  stratum,  which  is  principally  made  up  of  coarse 
silicious  sand,  blended  with  granules  of  green  sand  or  silicate  of 
iron.  The  thickness  of  this  bed  is  variable:  at  Ohericoke  and 
Hampstead  it  is  about  two  feet;  at  Retreat,  from  four  to  five. 

2d.  Beneath  this  lies  a  layer  of  dark,  greenish  blue  or  brown 
earth,  which  when  dried,  generally  falls  to  pieces,  and  is  discov- 
ered to  consist  mainly  of  coarse  siliceous  sand  and  green  sand,  to- 
gether with  shells  generaUy  in  a  broken  condition.  The  shelly 
matter  is  sometimes  entirely  wanting,  though  occasionally  it  com- 
poses a  large  portion  of  the  mass.  At  Hampstead  the  calcareous 
ingredient  exists  in  large  proportion  and  in  a  finely  divided  state. 
Frequentfy,  one  or  more  thin  layers  of  the  oyster  shell  peculiar  to 
the  Lower  Tertiary  region  occurs  in  the  body  of  this  stratum ;  a  fact 
remarkably  exemplified  at  Piping  Tree,  and  for  nearly  a  mile  farther 
down  the  river,  where  the  layer  of  shells  forms  a  hard  rocky  shelf 
laid  bare  at  low  tide,  and  presenting  large  and  perfect  specimens  of 
the  fossil  oyster,  in  the  midst  of  the  greenish  stratum  just  described. 

At  Ohericoke  tiie  stratum  rises  to  about  four  feet  above  the 
water,  and  as  ascertained  by  digging,  descends  to  seven  feet  below 
the  river  shore. 

Higher  up  the  stream  these  strata  attain  a  greater  elevation,  and 
subjacent  beds  not  apparent  at  either  of  the  points  above  described, 
come  gradually  into  view.    In  these  localities  we  usually  find — 

1st.  A  layer  of  dark  greyish  green  or  greyish  brown  colour, con- 
taining multitudes  of  shells,  generally  in  a  perfect  state ;  the  fossil 
oyster  shell  already  referred  to  abounding  chiefiy  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  stratum.  Beneath  this,  but  frequently  separated  by  no  dis- 
tinct line  of  demarkation,  we  find — 

2d.  A  layer  of  darker  hue,  containing  less  shelly  matter,  and  the 
shells  chiefiy  of  the  smaller  kinds ;  and— 

8d.  A  stratum  of  the  same  appearance,  in  which  no  calcareous 
matter  can  be  discovered. 

All  these  strata  contain  a  large  portion  of  the  green  sand.  In 
the  upper  and  lighter  coloured  beds,  the  granules  of  this  substance 
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are  verj  obvious  to  inspection,  resembling  in  size  and  oolonr  the 

Sains  of  gunpowder,  ana  giving  when  bruised  a  bright  green  stain, 
the  lower  beds  they  are  more  minute,  and  being  intimately 
mingled  with  the  other  materials  present,  are  not  readily  recog- 
nized, excepting  by  the  general  greenish  character  of  the  mass. 
These  beds  also  contain  a  great  deal  of  mica  in  fine,  sparkling  scales. 
Of  the  depth  of  these  strata  below  the  level  of  the  river  nothing 
definite  is  known,  no  extensive  excavations  having  yet  been  made. 
At  Mr.  Wickham^s  they  are  found  to  rest  upon  a  layer  of  large  peb- 
bles, but  this  basis  is  perhaps  not  co-extensive  with  the  deposit  lower 
down  the  river. 

When  the  upper  bounding  surface  of  the  Eocene  is  eveu  and 
uniform,  it  is  always  marked  by  a  thin  layer  of  black  pebbles,  upon 
which  there  usually  rests  a  bed  of  olive  coloured  earth,  or  of  friable 
white  clay — and  in  some  cases,  both  these  strata,  the  olive  coloured 
being  next  the  Eocene. 

This  olive  earth  is  of  a  fine  texture,  containing  but  little  gritty 
sand.  Here  and  there  a  sbark^s  tooth  in  a  decomposed  condition, 
or  the  impression  of  a  shell,  may  be  discerned.  The  white  stratum 
abounds  in  casts,  but  never  presents  the  sliells  themselves.  It  shows 
a  light  trace  of  gypsum,  but  in  neither  of  these  beds  does  there  exist 
any  carbonate  of  lime.  From  the  character  of  the  organic  impres- 
sions they  contain,  they  clearly  refer  themselves  to  the  Miocene 
formation. 

In  some  places  on  the  river,  particularly  where  the  upper  bed 
of  the  Eocene  contains  gypsum,  as  at  a  point  a  little  below  Piping 
Tree,  a  thin  layer  of  ferruginous  rock  abounding  in  casts,  occurs 
immediately  in  contact  with  the  Eocene ;  this  also  is  to  be  placed 
among  the  strata  of  the  Miocene. 

A  more  distinct  conception  of  the  order  and  extent  of  the  strata 
of  both  the  tertiary  divisions,  as  they  occur  at  difiTerent  points  alone 
the  river,  will  be  obtained  from  the  following  summaries  derived 
from  observation. 

On  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  in  a  cliff  about  half  a  mile  below 
Piping  Tree,  the  beds  taken  in  a  descending  order  i 


Miocene, — 1.  White,  friable,  sandy  clay,  containing  fos- 
sil impressions 10    ft 

2.  White,  sandy  marl,  with  broken  shells. . .       ^  *^ 
8.  Ferruginous  stratum,  abounding  in  cast^ 
and  occasionally  containing  the  shells 

themselves \  " 

4.  Thin  band  of  black  pebbles. 

Eocene. —  5.  Dark  green  sand  stratum,  no  shells 4     '^ 

6.  Rocky  shelf  of  cemented  shells  of  the 

saddle-shaped  oyster i  " 

7.  Dark  green  sand  stratum,  with  small  shells.    2    *^ 

m 

The  highest  Miocene  bed  is  not  exposed  at  this  point,  but  occurs 
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it  tittle  farther  up  the  river  in  the  character  of  a  dark  bine  day  with 
fossil  iinpresBions,  on  which  there  rests  a  thin  layer  of  ochreom 
clay,  as  brilliant  in  its  tints  as  the  finest  chrome  yellow.  This 
ochre  is  of  the  most  impalpable  texture  when  dried,  and  would  be 
found  very  valuable  in  colouring. 

At  Mr.  Washington  Bassett^s,  about  four  and  a  half  miles  higher 
up  the  river,  the  bank  is  precipitous,  and  presents  the  following 
series  of  strata: 

Miocene, — Superficial  gravel 6  or  8     ft 

Thin  layer  of  friable  sandy  clay  with 

casts i" 

Olive  colored  earth,  with  sharks^  teeth 

and  a  few  casts  of  Miocene  shells. ...  7    *' 

Thin  line  of  black  pebbles. 

Eocene, —  Dark  greenish  brown  stratum  contain- 
ing a  large  proportion  of  green  sand, 
and  in  some  parts  abounding  in  shells. 
The  upper  portion  consists  of  a  rooky 
mass  of  cemented  shell,  chiefly  the  sad- 
die-oyster 20    " 

At  Walker  Tomlin^s,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  immediately 
below  Newcastle,  the  beds  are — 

Jiioeene^—FneLble  white  clay  and  sand  with  casts  of 

shells 2    ft. 

Eocene, —  Olive  earth  with  pebbles  at  bottom 6     *•*• 

A  dark  bluish  green  clay,  containing  a 
great  deal  of  green  sand,  capped  by  rock 
as  at  the  former  locality 25     " 

At  Newcastle  and  William  H.  Roane^s  and  Mrs.  Kuffiu^s  estates, 
a  similar  series  of  beds  6ccurs,  rising  still  higher  above  the  level  of 
the  stream.  About  one  mile  and  a  half  above  Newcastle,  the  upper 
surface  of  the  Eocene  marl  has  an  elevation  above  the  river  of  more 
than  thirty  feet.  The  lower  stratum  consists  of  the  bluish  green 
clay  before  mentioned,  containing  only  a  few  of  the  more  delicate 
shells,  and  richly  abounding  in  green  sand ;  the  upper,  of  a  grey 
calcareous  marl,  thickly  speckled  with  granules  ol  this  substance. 
Over  the  whole  is  a  layer  of  the  white,  friable  material,  with  Mio- 
cene impressions. 

The  upper  surface  of  the  Eocene  usually  presents  an  unbroken 
line,  though  at  some  places,  as  at  Mr.  Fox's  above  Newcastle,  this 
is  not  the  case.  The  bed  here  consists  of  a  light-coloured  sand  and 
clay  speckled  with  the  green  sand,  and  containing  vast  numbers  of 
the  Eocene  oyster.  Its  oatline  presents  numerous  cavities  and 
eminences,  exactly  resembling  those  which  occur  in  the  Miocene 
deposit  nearer  to  the  seaboard.  A  narrow  layer  of  common  sand 
.  deeply  tinged  by  mixture  w^ith  green  sand,  lies  immediately  upon 


this  irregular  surface,  and  the  whole  is  covered  with  a  bed  of  gravel 
and  sand,  with  diagonal  lines  of  stratification,  indicating  the  agencj 
of  currents  at  the  time  of  its  deposition. 

At  Mr.  William  Wickham's  the  overlying  stratum  consists  of 
hands  of  ferrngiuons  gravel  and  sand,  containing  round  concretions 
like  geudes,  generallj  filled  with  sand.  Thin  seams  of  iron  ore  run 
idong  this  stratum  a  few  feet  above  the  fossiliferons  beds.  These 
latter  in  some  places  present  a  level  outline,  and  are  then  always 
covered  by  a  layer  of  sandy  clay  containing  much  green  sand.  On 
the  other  band,  where  the  outline  is  undulating  and  irregular,  a 
stratum  of  gravel  rests  immediately  in  contact  with  the  bed  of 
marl.  The  size  of  the  gravel  thus  deposited,  as  well  as  tlie  scooped 
surface  qf  the  bed  on  which  it  reposes,  indicating  the  operation 
of  powerful  currents  after  the  deposition  of  the  strata  of  Eocene, 
presents  an  explanation  of  the  absence  in  these  places  of  the  upper 
bed  of  this  formation,  remarked  as  present  in  those  spots  where 
there  are  no  such  indications  of  the  action  of  destructive  forces. 
The  matrix  of  the  fossils  is  sometimes  an  olive-colored  clay,  some- 
times a  greyish  green  sand  and  clay,  and  sometimes  a  bluish  black 
clay,  containing  a  large  proportion  of  the  granules  of  green  sand. 
The  depth  of  the  marl  is  fifteen  feet^ 

EOOENB  StBATA   of  THE  JaMXS  RfVEB. 

The  beds  of  Eocene  on  the  James  river  first  make  their  appear- 
ance on  its  southern  sliore  near  Coggings  Point,  and  thence  continue, 
except  when  interrupted  by  the  river  flats,  to  a  small  distance  above 
City  Point,  making  a  distance,  foUowins  ithe  flexures  of  the  shores, 
of  about  ten  miles.  On  the  opposite  side  they  have  been  found  at 
Berkeley  and  other  points,  but  as  yet  this  portion  of  the  deposit  has 
been  bat  little  examined. 

At  Coggings  Point,  Tarbay,  and  Evergreen,  the  cliffs  have  a  height 
varying  from  thirty  to  forty  feet.  The  Miocene  marl,  which  in  some 
places  is  seen  overlying  the  Eocene,  abounds  in  scallops  and  other 
shells  which  make  it  easily  recognized.  Beneath  this,  and  usually 
separated  from  it  by  a  thin  line  of  black  pebbles,  like  those  occur- 
ring on  the  Pamunkey,  there  occurs  a  stratum  of  a  greenish  red  and 
yellow  aspect,  containing  much  green  sand  and  gypsum,  the  latter 
partly  disseminated  in  small  grains,  and  partly  grouped  in  large  and 
massive  crystals.  The  under  stratum,  rich  in  green  sand  and  con- 
taining a  few  shells  in  a  friable  condition,  extends  to  some  depth 
beneath  the  level  of  the  river,  and  appears  to  rest  upon  a  bed  of 
clay  of  a  lead  color,  containing  crystals  of  gypsum.  At  Evergreen 
a  stratum  of  pure  white  clay  rests  upon  the  upper  layer  of  Eocene, 
containing,  embedded  in  its  lower  surface,  large  groups  of  crystals, 
and  seems  to  occupy  the  place  of  the  black  pebbles  before  men- 
tioned. The  whole  thickness  of  the  Eocene  deposit  at  this  point 
appears  to  be  about  twenty  feet.  Below  as  well  as  above  this  place, 
its  height  declines  until  no  portion  of  it  is  any  longer  visible  above 
the  water's  edge. 
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EooKinE  Deposit  of  the  Potomac,  RAPPAnANNOCK,  and  Matta- 
PONT,  etc. 

Althoagb  the  shores  of  these  rivers  have  as  yet  been  bat  little 
examined  with  a  view  to  the  stmctare  and  arrangement  of  the  vari- 
ous strata  they  exhibit,  enough  has  been  observed  to  prove  that 
thej  are  no  less  rich  in  the  Eocene  marl  than  the  otber  districts 
which  have  been  described.  On  Potomac  creek,  and  for  a  great 
distance  below  its  mouth,  the  green  sand  strata  may  be  seen  running 
along  the  base  of  the  cliff;  and  from  specimens  examined,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  character  of  the  deposit  is  similar  to  that  of 
the  Eocene  of  the  James  river  and  Pamunkey.  On  the  Rappahan- 
nock, for  a  considerable  distance  below  Port  Royal,  the  very  same 
appearance  is  presented ;  and  the  green  sand  obtained  from  some  of 
these  localities  is  in  every  respect  like  that  from  the  points  already 
noticed.  In  some  places  on  the  Mattapony  the  occurrence  of  the 
green  sand  stratum  has  been  ascertained,  while  in  others  the  beds 
containing  this  substance  are  replaced  by  beds  of  clay,  which,  though 
geologioaUy  of  the  same  (or  Eocene)  formation,  are  yet  less  likely  to 
prove  interesting  to  the  agriculture  of  the  vicinity.  Minute  enquiries 
throughout  all  this  district,  and  throughout  the  corresponding  region 
south  of  the  James  river,  are  alone  capable  of  developing  the  extent 
and  value  of  this  deposit.  Even  a  great  deal  yet  remains  to  be  done 
in  investigating  localities  on  the  tfames  and  Pamunkey  river&  the 
northern  shore  of  the  latter  being  so  far  almost  unexplored,  and  the 
precise  character  and  value  of  some  of  the  beds  in  localities  exam- 
ined being  but  imperfectly  ascertained. 

Of  tub  Setebal  Beds  compobino  the  Eocene  Fobmation. 

In  treating  of  the  accompanying  Miocene  in  the  beginning  of  this 
section  of  the  report,  our  descriptions  have  been  confined  chiefly  to 
those  beds  which  occur  remote  from  the  rivers  upon  the  highlands, 
and  no  mention  has  been  made  either  of  the  white,  friable  sand 
or  olive  colored  clay,  already  frequently  noticed  in  describing  the 
overlying  strata  on  the  Pamunkey. 

The  first  of  these,  though  once  the  repository  of  shells  and  other 
fossils,  is  now  entirely  destitute  of  carbonate  of  lime.  A  smdl 
quantity  of  gypsum  in  a  minutely  divided  state  seems  to  be  its  only 
ingredient  of  any  value,  and  the  amount  of  this  present  in  the  speci- 
mens I  have  examined  is  much  too  inconsiderable  to  give  the  mate- 
rial any  agricultural  importance. 

The  olive  earth,  which  is  frequently  an  extensive  layer,  has  also 
lost  all  the  calcareous  matter  which  it  once  contained ;  but  a  further 
exammation,  chemical  and  geological,  of  this  material,  will  be  re- 
quired before  its  nature  can  be  exactly  determined,  or  the  possible 
applications  of  which  it  may  admit  can  be  ascertained. 

The  upper  bed  of  the  Eocene,  characterized  in  most  of  the  locali- 
ties by  the  gypsum  which  it  contains,  is  worthy  of  especial  consid- 
eration on  account  of  this  valuable  ingredient    In  specimens  from 
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the  James  river,  from  five  to  eight  per  cent  of  this  sabatance  has 
been  found  in  a  divided  state,  at  the  same  time  that  a  considerable 
additional  quantity  in  a  masedve  form  exists  in  various  parts  of  the 
same  stratum. 

On  the  Pamunkey  this  stratum  is  not  so  thick,  aud  is  perhaps 
less  abundant  in  the  sulphate  of  lime.  The  lower  beds,  in  some 
cases  containing  a  marked  proportion  of  shelly  matter,  and  m  others 
having  almost  none,  are  more  espeoiaUy  distinguished  by  the  larger 
proportion  of  another  and  even  more  important  ingredient,  to  wit, 
the  green  sand.  Both  on  the  James  river  and  the  ramunkey  their 
richness  in  this  material  gives  them  an  agricultural  value  which  per- 
haps no  proportion  of  calcareous  matter  by  itself,  however  ^eat, 
would  be  able  to  impart.  The  illustrations  of  its  beneficial  effects, 
and  the  general  observations  upon  its  employment  as  a  manure  or 
marl,  which  will  hereafter  be  presented,  will,  I  think,  manifest  the 
justice  of  this  opinion,  and  give  a  sound  confidence  to  those  who  are 
disposed  to  make  trial  of  its  powers. 

EXTBNT  AND  CoMHODIOUB  POSITION  OF  THE  EoCXNE  ON  THE  RiVEBS. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  facts  presented  in  the  foregoing  de- 
scription of  the  Eocene  on  the  Pamnnkey  and  James  rivers,  is  the 
great  depth  and  extent  of  those  strata,  which,  from  the  nature  of 
their  contents,  may  be  applied  to  profitable  use  in  agriculture.  Beds 
of  such  materials,  preserving  an  average  thickness  of  twenty  feet, 
extend  along  the  banks  of  the  Pamunkey,  with  occasional  interrup- 
tions, for  more  than  twenty  miles. 

Their  position  on  the  river  shore  makes  them  of  most  convenient 
access,  imd  gives  additional  facilities  to  the  conveyance  of  the  fer- 
tilizing materials  they  furnish  to  various  distant  points,  while  from 
the  peculiar  character  of  the  strata  themselves,  they  are  almost 
exempt  from  the  usual  destructive  agencies  of  the  freshets,  being 
of  a  texture  to  withstand  with  scarcely  any  loss  the  most  violent  as- 
saults of  the  sweeping  currents  by  which  the  banks  of  the  river  are 
so  often  overflowed.  To  this  cause  we  are  to  ascribe  the  steep  de- 
clivity of  the  shores  in  many  narrow  parts  of  the  river,  where  the 
abradjng  action  of  the  water,  instead  of  rapidly  carrying  off  the  ma- 
terials of  these  strata,  has  merely  served  to  wear  them  into  smooth 
and  almost  perpendicular  precipices  rising  immediately  from  the 
margin  of  the  stream. 

EXIBTENOE    OF    THE    EOOENB    BEI7EATH    THE    HIGHLANDS,     AND 
THBOUOHOUT  THE   WhOLE  BbBADTH  OF  THE  BtATE. 

The  general  position  and  direction  of  the  Eocene  beds  suggest 
another  view  of  great  practical  importance  to  this  and  the  neigh- 
boring districts  of  the  state.  I  allude  to  the  probable,  perhaps  I 
may  say  certain,  continuation  of  these  strata  over  a  wide  area,  on  a 
level  corresponding  to  the  general  depth  at  which  they  are  found 
upon  the  rivers.    In  confirmation  of  this  view  it  may  be  remarked. 
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that  since  the  publioation  of  a  commnnioation  on  this  subiect  in  the 
^*  Farmers'  Register,"  the  existence  of  a  similar  deposit  throa|irhout 
an  extensive  district  of  Maryland,  Ijing  in  the  general  direction  of 
our  Eocene  formation,  has  been  broaght  to  light,  and  there  is  reason 
for  believing  that  within  the  borders  of  North  Carolina,  near  to 
the  Virginia  line,  the  same  strata  are  displayed  in  the  banks  of  sev- 
eral of  the  streams.  In  the  belief  then  that  all  this  extensive  band 
of  country,  stretching  in  a  meridional  direction  entirely  across  the 
State,  rests  npon  strata  of  this  description,  we  are  led  to  regard  it 
as  furnishing  an  immense  addition  to  the  resources  of  the  State, 
and  as  holding  out  to  our  enterprising  farmers  situated  within  its 
limits,  a  new  motive  to  persevering  and  active  research.  Let  it  not 
be  supposed,  however,  tnat  wherever  the  Eocene  occurs  within  our 
state,  it  will  be  found  to  present  the  same  materials  in  the  com- 
position of  its  strata,  as  have  been  found  in  the  localities  already 
examined.  Much  diversity  in  this  respect  may,  and  probably  does 
exist.  On  the  Mattapony,  as  already  stated,  the  green  sand  is  fre- 
quently replaced  by  beds  of  clay  of  a  dark  lead  color ;  while  on  the 
rotomac,  Rappahannock,  Pamunkey,  and  James,  variable  but  gen- 
erally large  proportions  of  the  green  sand  occur,  and  the  probability 
is,  that  future  enquiries  will  develop  similar  diversities  in  the  ma- 
terials of  the  beds  in  other  yet  unexplored  portions  of  the  district. 
Constancy  in  the  character  of  the  embedded  fossils  is  all  that  is 
necessary  to  a  geological  identity  of  the  formations,  and  this  con- 
stancy may  exist  at  the  same  time  that  there  is  a  considerable  diver- 
sity in  the  materials  in  which  they  are  enclosed.  It  is  almost 
certain,  however,  that  throughout  a  large  portion  of  the  region  in 
question,  extensive  and  valuable  beds  containing  the  green  sand  do 
exist,  and  that  even  in  the  highlands  they  might  be  reached  by  ex- 
cavations descending  not  very  far  beneath  the  lower  limit  of  the 
Miocene  or  ordinary  marl. 

On  thb  Valub  of  the  Eoosnjc  Gbben  Sai^d  Mabl  in  Agbioultubk. 

From  the  descriptions  already  pven  of  the  materials  of  the  va- 
rious beds  of  Eocene,  it  will  be  seen  that  many  of  them  contain 
ingredients  which  have  long  been  recognized  as  valuable  when  ap- 
plied to  land.  The  gypsum  in  somt;,  and  the  carbonate  of  lime 
m  others,  will  at  once  bespeak  the  favor  and  confidence  of  the 
agriculturist,  and  no  observations,  either  as  to  their  usefulness  or 
mode  of  application,  will  be  necessary  to  give  them  the  importance 
they  deserve.  But  the  eharaeteristic  atid  principal  ingredient  of  a 
large  number  of  these  beds,  the  green  sand,  possesses  claims  to  our 
attention  which  are  equally  indisputable,  though  not  so  generally 
appreciated  or  understood.  Experiments  within  our  own  state  on 
this  material,  as  furnished  by  the  Eocene  deposits,  though  few,  and 
on  a  very  limited  scale,  have  been  so  far  satisfactory.  But  as  the 
marls  containing  this  substance,  which  have  been  employed,  have 
also  in  most  oases  contained  a  notable  quantity  of  gypsum,  or  of 
calcareous  matter,  all  the  benefits  which  they  have  produced  would 
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most  natanlly  and  reasonably  be  ascribed  to  those  Ingredients, 
already  known  for  their  agency  in  ameliorating  the  land.  On  the 
Pamankey  the  Eocene  marl  has  long  been  in  nse,  but  chiefly  those 
beds  have  been  selected  for  the  purpose  of  marling  in  which  the 
largest  proportion  of  calcareous  matter  was  seen  to  exist  The  lower 
layers,  containing  little  or  no  calcareous  matter,  have  on  that  ac- 
count until  lately  been  rejected  as  useless,  and  sometimes  when  a 
bed  of  this  description  of  considerable  extent  was  found  immediately 
overlying  a  more  shelly  stratum,  much  trouble  and  expense  have 
hem  incurred  in  ita  removal,  to  make  way  for  the  excavation  of  the 
material  beneath.  Appealing  to  the  experience  of  the  farmers  of 
New  Jersey,  by  whom  the  green  sand,  in  an  almost  unmixed  con- 
dition, has  long  been  applied  for  the  purposes  of  a  manure,  its  un- 
rivalled efficacy,  and  the  permanency  of  its  ameliorating  efFeots,  are 
to  be  regarded  as  established  and  unquestionable  facts.  It  is  true, 
that  at  one  time,  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  those  who  attempted 
to  make  use  of  it,  and  Uie  application  frequently  of  a  spurious  ma- 
terial resembling  it  in  aspect,  doubta  of  its  value  have  been  excited 
in  the  minds  of  some ;  but  the  extensive  and  uniform  experience  of 
the  present  enterprising  farmers  of  that  state,  gives  an  unqualified 
testimony  to  the  rapidity,  the  power,  and  the  durability  with  which 
it  acts. 

A  comparatively  small  dressing  of  this  marl,  often  not  exceed- 
ing ten  or  fifi«en  loads  per  acre,  is  uniformly  attended  with  benefi- 
cial results,  and  this  whether  the  soil  to  which  it  is  applied,  be  a 
clay  or  a  light  sterile  sand.  As  an  illustration  of  this  fertilizing 
property  of  the  green  sand,  I  will  subjoin  the  following  statement 
quoted  from  the  report  of  my  brother,  Professor  Henry  D.  Rogers, 
on  the  geology  of  New  Jersey,  to  which  work  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
for  ample  and  satisfactory  details  relating  to  the  agricultural  value 
of  this  substance,  as  well  as  for  practical  suggestions  as  to  the  most 
judicious  modes  in  which  it  may  be  applied : 

'*  When  we  behold  a  luxuriant  harvest  gathered  from  fields  where 
the  soil  originally  was  nothing  but  san^  and  find  it  all  due  to  the 
use  of  a  mineral  sparsely  disseminated  in  the  sandy  beach  of  the 
ocean,  we  must  look  with  exulting  admiration  upon  the  benefits 
upon  vegetation  conferred  by  a  few  scattered  granules  of  this  unique 
and  peculiar  substance.  The  small  amount  of  green  sand  dispersed 
through  the  common  sand,  is  able,  as  we  behold,  to  efiect  immeasnr- 
able  benefits  in  spite  of  a  great  predominance  of  the  other  mate- 
rial, which  we  are  taught  to  regard  as  by  itself  so  generally  preju- 
dicial to  fertility.  This  ought  to  exhibit  an  encouraging  picture  to 
those  districts  not  directly  within  the  limits  of  the  marl  tract,  where 
some  of  the  strata  possess  the  green  substance  in  sensible  propor- 
tion. It  expands  most  materially  the  limits  of  the  territory  where 
marling  may  be  introduced,  and  points  to  many  beds  as  fertilizing, 
which  otherwise  would  be  deemed  wholly  inefficacious." 

If  such  then  be  the  effects  of  this  material,  even  under  circum- 
stances where  comparatively  little  advantage  could  have  been  antici- 
pated, and  if  such  moreover  be  the  concurrent  experience  of  those 
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bj  whom  it  18  dailj  and  extekkriyely  employed,  we  are  M\j  author- 
ized in  the  belief  that  in  the  Eocene  beds  of  onr  own  state,  though 
in  general  less  rich  in  the  fertilizing  ingredient  than  the  Seoondarj 
strata  of  New  Jersej,  the  agriculture  of  Eastern  Virginia  possesses 
a  new  and  most  vaiaable  resource. 

The  chemical  examination  of  these  marls,  with  a  Tiew  to  preoise 
results,  being  a  matter  requiring  much  time  and  labor,  has  as  yet  been 
carried  on  only  to  a  small  extent  But  a  thorough  analysis  of  all 
the  important  varieties,  and  an  exact  determination  of  the  propor- 
tion of  the  various  constituents,  especially  the  green  sand,  or  the 
calcareous  matter  in  different  localities,  will  be  a  work  from  which 
much  practical  good  may  be  derived.  By  the  light  of  such  results 
alone,  can  the  farmer  be  safely  directed  in  applying  it  to  the  B<nl,  or 
be  properly  guided  in  distinguishing  between  a  material  which  is 
spurious  and  one  which  will  be  found  salutary  in  its  effects  upon 
tne  land. 

The  following  results  are  to  be  looked  upon  as  approximate  de- 
terminaticms,  but  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  composition  of  several 
varieties  of  the  marl : 

GoMPOsmoN  OF  Obebn  Band  (Eocbnb)  Mablb. 

Dr.  Oorbin  Braxton's. 

Silica  and  alumina,  etc 50 

Carbonate  of  lime 10 

Green  sand 88 

Gypsum 2 

Walker  Tomlin's,  lower  stratum. 

8ilica  and  alumina. 60 

Carbonate  of  lime  and  gypsum a  trace 

Green  sand 40 

Conrad  Webb's. 

Silica  and  alumina,  etc 80 

Carbonate  of  lime 45 

Green  sand 25 

William  H.  Roane's,  lower  stratum. 

Silica  and  alumins,  etc 50 

Carbonate  of  Ume. 4 

Green  sand 48 

Gypsum 8 

Tarbay,  lower  stratum. 

Silica  and  alumina,  etc 40 

Cnrbonate  of  Ume 8 

Green  sand 57 

do  upper  stratum.  Gypseous  earth  containing 
iTom  6  to  10  per  cent  of  gypsum,  and  from 
10  to  15  per  cent  of  green  sand. 

Berkeley. 

Silica,  alumina,  etc 50 

Green  sand 50 
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Viewiog  these  resnHe  generallj,  it  is  apparent,  that  while  in 
some  cases  the  efficacy  of  the  marl  woald  be  ascribable  in  a  degree 
to  the  oaloareoas  carbonate  or  sulphate  present  in  large  proportion^ 
in  a  great  manj  others  the  green  sand  oaght  to  be  regarded  as  tiie 
chief  if  not  the  only  agent  in  the  effects.  A  dressing  of  many  of 
these  marls  to  the  extent  nsoal  in  the  application  of  the  Miocene 
shell  marl  woald  scatter  npon  the  soil  a  proportion  of  green  ssnd 
nearly  as  great  as  the  average  qaota  which  is  at  present  in  nee  in 
New  Jersey,  and  in  the  richer  sorts,  a  mnch  less  proportion  wonld 
be  necessary  than  it  is  customary  to  apply  where  uie  sheUs  abonnd. 

We  are  stmck,  in  considering  the  composition  of  these  marls, 
with  the  happy  variety  of  constitution  which  they  exhibit,  which, 
should  there  be  any  specific  action  of  the  respective  ingredients  on 
particular  vegetables,  which  there  is  reason  to  believe  is  the  case 
with  one  (the  gypsum),  will  the  more  completely  adapt  them  to  the 
variety  of  crops  to  which  the  farmer  would  wish  them  to  be  ap- 
plied. 

8ome  caution  will  be  necessary  in  distingiiisLing  the  marls,  con- 
taining a  large  proportion  of  green  sand,  from  the  dark  greenish  clays 
and  sands  which  have  sometimes  been  mistaken  for  them.  These 
clays  are  always  entirely  destitute  of  fossils ;  they  have  an  astrin- 
gent or  copperas  flavor,  and  generally  a  strong  sulphureous  odor, 
though  a  slight  smell  of  this  kind  is  also  observ^  in  the  best  marls. 
The  occurrence  of  small  shells  sparsely  distributed  and  in  a  decom- 
posing state  is  very  frequent  in  the  good  marls,  though  an  almost 
total  absence  of  sliells  is  sometimes  observed.  Fine  sparkling  scales 
of  mica,  (not  gypsum,  as  supposed  by  some),  are  generally  present  in 
considerable  proportion,  and  have  led  those  who  speculated  upon 
the  action  of  the  marl,  to  ascribe  a  large  part  of  its  efficacy  to  the 
supposed  sulphate  of  lime  or  gypsum  contained  in  it.  To  distin- 
guish a  marl  of  this  kind  from  the  dark  blue  Miocene  marl,  a  slight 
attention  to  the  embedded  fossils  will  be  sufficient.  The  saddle- 
shaped  oyster,  characteristic  of  the  Eocene,  and  never  found  in  the 
later  deposit,  would  at  once  determine  the  bed  in  which  it  is  found 
to  be  of  the  former  description — while  the  common  scallop  or  dam, 
which  is  never  seen  in  the  Eocene,  would  indicate  the  Miocene 
character  of  the  bed  in  which  it  lies. 

In  concluding  what  I  have  to  say  upon  this  important  topic,  I 
may  be  permittMl  to  throw  out  the  suggestion,  that  should  the  de- 
posit of  which  I  have  been  treating,  be  found  as  extensive  in  its 
range  and  as  useful  as  a  manure  as  here  anticipated,  the  districts  of 
the  state  contiguous  to  its  western  limits,  as  well  as  the  region  in 
which  it  occurs,  might  be  expected  to  reap  important  benefits  from 
its  employmentL  Parts  of  Henrico  and  Hanover,  and  the  lower 
part  of  Louisa,  in  which  no  marl  exists,  would  be  sufficiently  con- 
tSgaons  to  the  Pamnnkey  deposit  to  avail  themselves  profitably  of 
its  use ;  and  when  the  projected  improvements  in  this  region  of  the 
state  shall  present  cheaper  and  readier  means  of  transportation  to 
the  remote  parts  of  the  two  latter  counties,  as  well  as  to  a  portion 
of  Gooehlandy  it  is  not  extravagant  to  hope  that  this  material  may 


be  oonyeyed  to  tfaoee  distrioto  at  snoh  a  coat  aa  will  render  it  a 
profitable  as  it  would  be  an  eiBoaoions  restorative  to  the  exhaaated 
and  sterile  soils  to  which  ameliorating  applications  have  of  neoeasity 
hitherto  been  denied. 

To  other  parts  of  the  state  in  a  corresponding  position,  perhapa 
similar  benefits  might  be  dispensed,  and  thus  most  of  tbat  portion 
of  the  state  bejond  the  reach  of  the  limestone  which  ranges  a 
little  east  of  the  Southwest  mountain,  would  in  time  be  brought 
under  the  beneficent  influence  of  the  marls  of  the  western  limits  of 
the  Eocene  formation. 

RXGIOir  BKTWEBN   THE  HbAD    OF    TiDB  AHP    THE  WeSTBRN   FlAXK 
OF  THB   BlUX  BlDGB. 

The  various  geological  features  of  this  extensive  division  of  the 
state  are  peculiarly  interesting,  and  at  the  same  time  difficult  of  in- 
vestigation. To  trace  the  limits  of  the  formation  of  an  undoubted 
primary  character,  occupying  the  region  towards  its  eastern  border, 
and  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  overlying  rocks,  connected  with 
the  valuable  bituminous  coal  of  Eastern  Virginia,  is  of  itself  a  task 
in  which  much  time  and  industry  could  be  advantageously  employed. 
To  investigate  minutely  the  relations  and  character  of  the  various 
rocks  with  which  the  auriferous  quartz  of  the  region  adjacent  to 
the  western  limits  of  the  former,  is  associated,  and  to  ascertain  the 
number,  direction,  and  relative  value  of  these  veins,  so  productive 
in  the  precious  metal,  would  also  be  a  business  requiring  much  la- 
borious and  discriminating  observation ;  while,  in  the  remainder  of 
the  district  of  which  we  are  now  treating,  multiplied  and  accurate 
researches,  directed  to  numerous  lines  across  its  surface,  would  be 
indispensable  to  correct  ^views  of  its  geological  details,  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  many  obscurities  in  which  its  structure  in  numerous 
points  is  as  yet  involved,  and  to  the  really  useful  development  of  its 
great  mineral  and  agricultural  resources.  In  the  brief  period  al- 
lotted to  the  reconnoissance,  therefore,  the  attainment  of  much  mi- 
nute knowledge  regarding  this  region  was  not  to  be  anticipated, 
although  while  aiming  at  the  determination  of  interesting  points  of 
general  enquiry,  it  was  always  deemed  an  important  object  to  collect 
useful  details,  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  resources  as  well 
as  the  structure  of  this  region. 

Before  entering  upon  the  description  of  the  strata  of  primary 
and  other  rocks  of  a  very  ancient  character,  of  which  this  region  is 
in  the  main  composed^  it  will  be  most  convenient  to  treat  of  the  in- 
teresting formations,  including  the  bituminous  coal  of  Eastern  Vir- 
ginia, as  well  as  of  the  sandstones  overlying  the  tide  water  borders 
of  the  primary. 

Gbolooy  of  the  BiTmnwoTTS  Coal  Field  included  m  the  Pm- 

MABT  BeGION. 

Of  the  extent  and  exact  geographical  limits  of  this  truly  interest- 
ing coal  formation  of  Eastern  Virginia,  too  little  la  yet  known  to 
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warrant  more  than  a  few  words  to  designate  its  general  position  and 
relations  to  the  other  strata.  We  shall  dwell,  however,  npon  one 
or  two  points  oonneoted  with  its  internal  stractnre,  of  great  moment 
to  all  those  who  are  interested  in  the  further  derSopment  and 
working  of  its  coal  seams. 

It  will  be  apparent,  by  a  reference  to  the  general  profile  or  geo* 
k>^eal  section  across  the  state,  that  the  sandstones  and  their  asso- 
ciated coal  seams,  which  make  ap  the  formation  before  us,  rest  in  a 
narrow  trough  in  the  primary  strata.  Whether  the  gronp  is  char- 
acterized by  containing  coal  to  a  greater  or  less  amount  throughout 
its  whole  extent,  is  yet  a  question,  and  one  which  can  only  be  de- 
termined after  minute  and  elaborate  investigation.  Traces  of  good 
bitnminous  coal  are  detected  at  intervals  over  a  space  of  neariy 
thirty-five  miles  in  length,  from  the  Bouth  Anna  near  its  mouth  to 
near  the  Appomattox  river ;  but  there  is  nothing  to  assure  us  that 
the  sandstone  in  which  the  coal  occurs,  does  not  range,  at  least  in 
some  directions,  beyond  the  limits  where  the  coal  itself  thins  away 
and  disappears.  Toward  the  central  part  of  the  formation, — namely, 
within  a  few  miles  on  either  side  of  James  river, — the  coal  appears 
to  be  the  thickest ;  and  it  is  there  accordingly,  where  the  deposit 
has  alone  been  worked,  that  we  can  collect  &ct8  enough  to  lead  to 
any  general  views  of  a  practical  bearing  regarding  the  structure  of 
this  coal  field.  Where  our  section  crosses  it, — ^namely,  through 
the  estates  of  Mr.  Wickbam  on  Tuckahoe  Creek, — the  width  of 
the  coal  tract  is  about  four  and  a  half  miles.  It  seems  to  expand 
in  width  as  we  follow  it  to  the  south  side  of  James  river,  being  in 
a  section  drawn  through  the  Black  Heath  mines,  probably  eight 
miles  across  from  the  eastern  to  the  western  outcrop  of  the  primary 
strata,  which  compose  the  fioor  upon  which  the  coal  bearing  group 
reposes.  The  probability  is,  that  this  is  nearly  the  centre  of  the 
ba«n,  and  the  widest  part  of  it,  if  we  are  to  judge  from  the  fact 
that  the  coal  exists  in  greater  thickness  here  than  at  any  place  either 
further  north  or  south. 

The  thickness  of  these  coal  seams  is  very  variable;  the  great 
lower  mass  which  reposes  within  two  feet  of  the  primary  rock,  in 
the  Deep  shaft  and  other  adjacent  mines  in  Chesterfaeld,  is  estimated 
to  be  forty  feet  from  its  upper  to  its  lower  surface.  Over  this  there 
is  another  thinner  seam,  five  or  six  feet  thick,  separated  by  a  few 
feet  of  coal  shale.  A  third,  still  thinner  band  of  coal,  is  found  be- 
tween these  in  some  of  the  mines.  Upon  the  opposite  or  western 
side  of  the  basin,  two  separate  seams  are  wrought  in  several  of  the 
mines.  At  Anderson^s  mine,  the  upper  seam  varies  from  six  to 
sixteen  feet  in  thickness— the  lower,  separated  from  it  by  thirty  feet 
of  slate  and  sandstone,  is  from  four  to  eight  feet,  and  rests  almost 
immediately  upon  the  top  of  the  primary  rock.  At  Willis's  and 
Orouoh's  mines,  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  coal  field  north  of  the 
river,  there  are  also  two  principal  seams,  the  upper  being  five  feet, 
the  lower  about  four  feet  thick,  and  separated  from  each  other  by 
eleven  feet  of  slate.  In  both  these  points,  as  elsewhere,  the  upper 
aeam  is  invariably  the  purest  coal,     we  have  thus,  at  a  distance  of 
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nearly  ten  miles  from  each  other,  two  localities,  showing  sofficient 
correspondence  in  the  relations  of  the  seams  to  each  other  and  to 
the  aqjaceDt  strata,  to  establish  the  oontinnitj  of  the  same  beds 
across  the  whole  coal  field. 

In  some  of  the  shafts  on  Tackahoe  creek,  as  many  as  ^ve  sep- 
arate seams  have  been  struck,  of  thickness  sofficient  to  jastify  work- 
ing, and  there  exist  many  more  of  insig^ticant  dimensions  which 
are  neglected.  There  are  good  local  reasons  in  several  parts  of  the 
coal  field  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  for  believing  that  the  seams 
occasionally  coalesce,  so  that  two  become  bnt  one. 

We  do  not  conceive  it  essential  to  the  objects  of  the  present  re- 
port to  specify  anything  more  respecting  the  local  details  of  the 
nnmeroos  mines  in  this  coal  field,  than  is  requisite  to  make  its  im- 
portance and  peculiar  structure  understood. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  James  river,  an  old  mine,  called  the 
River  pit,  now  deserted,  contained  at  the  depth  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  feet,  a  seam  of  coal  twenty  feet  thick,  but  which,  owing  to  a 
close  approach  of  the  granitic  floor  to  the  sandstone  roof,  was  so 
reduced  in  thickness  as  to  be  abandoned. 

Upon  the  east  side  of  the  same  portion  of  the  basin  in  Mills's 
mines,  the  coal  varies  rapidly  in  thickness,  from  almost  nothing  to 
upwards  of  forty  feet,  and  in  one  place  to  sixty  feet,  if  we  include 
thin  bands  of  the  coal  shale.  In  the  Midlothian  pit  the  shaft  is  five 
hundred  feet  in  depth,  and  the  workings  are  carried  to  the  depth  of 
seven  hundred  feet  below  the  soil.  The  coal  is  very  variable  in 
thickness,  being  worked  at  more  than  thirty  feet,  and  in  some  places 
it  is  even  thicker.  In  this  mine,  as  in  several  of  the  adjacent  ones, 
we  have  numerous  instances  of  the  coal  filling  up  hollows  as  it  were 
in  the  fioor,  being  accumulated  in  saucer-shaped  basins  to  the  thick- 
ness of  forty  or  fifty  feet,  and  resting  in  comparatively  thin  masses 
upon  the  emineneet  in  the  same  fioor.  In  some  instances,  these 
subordinate  basins  are  almost  entirely  insulated  from  the  rest  of  the 
coal  field,  and  are  presented  under  features  which  preclude  us  from 
supposing  that  they  owe  their  shape  exclusively  to  the  numerous 
fiiults  which  intersect  the  strata.  Upon  the  north  side  of  the 
liver,  near  Tuckahoe,  the  coal  was  reached  precisely  in  the  centre 
of  a  small,  insulated,  cup-shaped  depression.  The  coal,  as  it  was 
pursued,  was  found  to  rise  gently  on  all  sides  from  the  shaft,  and 
also  to  thin  away  from  a  thickness  of  four  or  ^Ye  feet  to  two  feet 
toward  the  edges  of  this  shallow  basin,  which  was  several  hundred 
feet  in  diameter,  and  but  little  disturbed  from  its  origuoial  nearly 
horizontal  position. 

It  should  be  remarked,  that  while  the  under  surface  of  the  coal 
resting  almost  in  contact  with  the  primary  rock,  assumes  its  uneven- 
ness  of  outline,  the  upper  surface  is  also  affected  by  similar  undu- 
lations, though  to  much  less  extent,  which  only  goes  to  show  that 
the  deposition  of  the  coal  did  not  sufficiently  fill  up  the  original  in- 
equalities upon  the  floor,  to  make  a  perfectly  level  surface  for  the 
reception  of  deposits  which  succeeded. 

Of  the  nature  of  the  dislocations  or  fiaults,  too  little  is  at  present 
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known  to  enable  one  to  generalize  or  say  moch  npon  this  trnlj  impor- 
tant topic  The  greatest  narober  of  pits  being  npon  the  eastern  bor- 
der of  the  coal  field,  it  is  there  that  the  faults  or  troubles,  as  they 
are  generally  denominated  in  this  region,  are  best  seen.  Along  this 
outcrop  of  the  coal,  there  would  seem  to  extend  over  a  great  space 
one  or  more  very  remarkable  lines  of  dislocation,  throwing  np  the 
coal  to  the  west  by  a  very  heavy  fracture,  so  as  to  make  of  the  same 
seam  a  double  outcrop,  and  over  a  distance  of  perhaps  half  a  mile, 
bringing  the  subjacent  granite  itself  again  into  view.  We  witness, 
therefore,  over  a  portion  of  the  eastern  side  of  the  coal  field,  two 
parallel  ranges  of  ooUieries  less  than  a  fourth  of  a  mile  asunder. 
The  Black  Heath  mines,  the  Union  mine,  and  the  Deep  run  pits  are 
said  to  lie  along  the  outer  crop,  though  it  is  questionable  whether 
one  and  the  same  fracture  extends  over  so  many  miles  of  strata. 
The  probability  is,  that  several  nearly  parallel  fractures  will  be  found 
traversing  this  side  of  the  region,  and  tending  to  the  intricacy  and 
difficulty  of  successful  mining.  In  fact,  three  extensive  faults  affect 
the  strata  near  the  Black  Heath  mines,  the  outer  one  causing  the 
upthrow  before  stated,  and  the  others  producing  heavy  downthrows 
to  the  west. 

It  would  seem,  that  transverse  to  these  more  important  and  seri- 
ous fractures,  which  generally  pursue  a  direction  nearly  parallel  to 
the  general  line  of  outcrop  of  the  coal,  there  are  innumerable  other 
more  trivial  breaks  and  displacements,  sometimes  straight,  but  of  tener 
irregular  in  direction  and  dip,  which  stiU  further  intersect  the  strata, 
dividing  them  into  a  multitude  of  nearly  detached  and  broken  basins. 
An  exact  knowledge,  more  particularly  of  the  great  longitudinal 
faults,  is  especially  desirable  for  directing  with  system  the  mining 
operations  of  this  coal  field. 

There  is  one  general  fact  of  much  practical  interest  disclosed  in 
nearly  all  the  principal  mines  of  this  whole  coal  field — It  is,  that 
the  main  body  of  the  coal  lies  either  in  direct  contact  with  the  pri- 
mary rocks,  or  closely  contiguous  to  them.  This  furnishes  a  highly 
important  guide,  or  in  fact  the  only  unerring  one,  in  the  prose- 
cution of  new  or  intricate  workings;  for,  it  suggests  the  utility  of 
making  the  primary  rock  the  obti^ot  towards  which  the  mining  should 
be  pursued  whenever  a  difilculty  occurs  in  regaining  the  coal  dis- 
placed by  a  fault;  for,  if  we  are  surrounded  by  sandstone,  we  may 
oe  sure  that  the  chief  deposit  of  the  coal  is  to  be  reached  by  pene- 
trating across  the  strata  towards  the  subjacent  granitic  floor. 

The  sandstones  being  all  of  them  nothing  more  than  the  debrU 
of  the  subjacent  primary  strata  recemented,  they  resemble  them 
occasionally  so  much  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  the  inexperienced 
to  distinguish  the  two  classes  of  rock ;  though  the  discrimination  in 
this  case  is  all  important  The  aid  of  a  pocket  magnifier  will  detect 
a  less  angular  character  in  the  materials  of  the  sandstones  than  in 
those  of  the  primary  rock. 

The  general  range  or  longitudinal  direction  of  the  coal  field,  or 
what  is  uie  same  thing,  the  line  of  bearing  of  the  outcrop  of  the  coal, 
ia  nearly  north-northeast  and  south-south  west.   The  structure  of  the 
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ooal  field  is  that  of  a  true  bnt  very  oblong  basin,  oomposed  of  a  thick 
series  of  varionaly  oonatitnted  sandstones  snperimp«»sed  apon  two 
or  tliree  seams  of  bitaminons  coal,  themselyes  resting  almost  imme- 
diately in  contact  with  the  surface  of  the  primary  rocks  of  the  sar- 
ronading  region.  Wherever  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  coal-field 
has  been  traced,  the  beds  of  gneiss,  or  stratified  granite,  are  seen  to 
dip  apparently  with  considerable  regularity  to  the  west^  or  beneath 
the  coal,  and  in  like  manner  upon  the  opposite  or  western  edge  of 
the  tract,  the  same  rock  is  known  to  have  a  general  dip  under  the 
ooal  to  the  east ;  suggesting  the  notion,  at  first  si^ht,  that  the  strata 
pass  horizontally  under  the  middle  of  the  coal  held.  That  this  is 
not  necessarily  the  case  will  appear  presently. 

The  usual  angle  of  the  primary  strata  to  the  horizon  is  about 
twenty-five  or  thirty  degrees.  Between  the  city  of  Richmond  and 
the  edge  of  the  coal  field  at  Tuckahoe,  pursuing  a  progress  west- 
ward, the  dip  of  the  strata  for  the  first  several  miles  is  at  a  gentle 
angle  to  the  east  and  northeast,  varying  sometimes  to  the  north. 
Near  the  coal,  the  point  towards  which  the  strata  are  dipping  is 
more  nearly  the  northwest,  or  occasionally  more  west.  A  similar 
change  of  dip  is  seen  in  nassing  over  the  edges  of  the  strata  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  coal  neld  apon  the  Chesterfield  side  of  the  river. 
Tracing  the  dip  of  the  gneiss  rock  westward,  from  the  western  out- 
crop of  the  coal,  we  find  it  to  be  towards  the  southeast,  or  beneaUi 
the  coal  field,  aiid  this  throughout  a  width  of  several  miles  in  oar 
course  west,  until  we  approach  the  Beaverdam  creek;  here,  for  a 
short  space,  the  dip  is  altered  to  the  west,  but  the  easterly  direction 
is  after  a  while  resamed,  as  we  approach  Goochland  Gourt-House. 
Between  five  and  six  miles  farther  on,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Little 
Lickinghole  creek,  the  dip  is  over  more  to  the  west.  These  varioos 
alternations  in  the  position  of  the  strata,  are  specified  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  how  probable  it  is  that  the  coal  strata  within  t<he 
basin  were  originally  deposited  in  a  valley  formed  by  the  meeting 
of  an  eastern  and  western  dip;  in  other  words,  apon  the  edges  of 
the  strata  composing  a  ayndinal  axis,  and  not  apon  a  horizontally 
placed  stratum  of  tne  gneiss  rock.  The  former  view  will  help  as 
more  naturally  to  acoouut  for  the  very  striking  inequalities  in  the 
thickness  of  the  bed  of  coal  resting  nearly  in  contact  with  the  an- 
cient surface  of  the  primary  rock.  Had  the  ancient  rocky  floor, 
upon  which  the  materials  that  formed  the  coal  were  deposited,  been 
the  gneiss  rock  in  nearly  horizontal  stratification,  it  is  hard  to  con- 
ceive how  any  subsequent  dislocations  of  the  whole  group  by  up- 
throws and  downthrows  could  introduce  that  remarkable  degree  of 
anevenness  in  the  thickness  of  the  coal  seams  over  the  small  areas 
fbr  which  this  coal  field  is  so  peculiar.  Everything  lends  counte- 
nance to  the  opinion,  that  the  surface  of  the  primary  rock,  previous 
to  the  deposition  of  the  carboniferous  matter,  was  a  valley  of  roll- 
ing outlines  occupied  by  hollows  and  elevations,  causing  the  first 
layers  of  matter  which  were  thrown  down  to  be  deposited  in  greater 
thickness  in  some  places  than  in  others.  As  the  lowest  coal  seam  is 
separated  firom  the  crystalline  rock  beneath  by  only  a  very  few  feet 
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of  shale^  and  in  some  oases  by  none  at  all,  it  appears  likely  that  the 
distribution  of  the  coal  was  made  unequal  in  thickness  from  the 
very  commencement  There  is  ample  proof  that  subsequently  to 
the  consolidation  of  an  enormous  thickness  of  sandstone  over  the 
coal,  the  entire  series  of  beds,  including  the  underlying  primary 
strata,  were  reft  by  a  number  of  extensive  cracks,  producing  dis- 
placements of  the  beds,  which  combined  with  the  original  irregu- 
larity in  the  distribution  of  the  coal  itselt^  has  caused  the  internal 
structure  of  this  coal  field  to  be  one  of  excessive  intricacy.  These 
views  are  stated  for  the  purpose  of  indicating  the  necessity  of  boring 
as  the  best  and  surest  means  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  particular 
parts  of  the  formation.  For  it  must  be  plain  that  the  ordinary 
mode  of  mining,  applicable  to  other  coal  fields,  may  be  ruinously 
fallacious  when  applied  to  this.  The  intricacy  of  the  faults,  and  the 
chani;ing  thickness  of  the  coal,  are  features  calculated  to  baffle  and 
defy  the  anticipations  of  the  miner.  A  profound  knowledge  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  local  disturbances  around  him,  together 
with  some  general  rules  applicable  to  all  coal  mines,  may  enable 
him  to  approximate  with  considerable  accuracy  to  the  depth  and 
position  at  which  he  is  to  meet  the  coal  seam,  but  he  can  form  little 
or  no  anticipation,  from  knowing  its  thickness  elsewhere,  what  its 
thickness  will  be  when  he  reaches  it  in  the  new  place.  In  most 
coal  fields  he  may.  The  reason  of  the  difierenoe  is,  that  in  the  pres* 
ent  case  the  coal  lies  almost  immediately  contiguous  to  tlie  undulat; 
ing  surface  of  the  primary  rocks  below,  and  must  partake,  especially 
in  its  lower  surface,  of  the  character  of  the  plain  upon  which  it  was 
deposited.  In  most  other  coal  regions  the  underlying  rocks  are 
either  sandstones,  limestones  or  slates,  themselves  origmally  hori- 
zontal deposits  furnishing  a  -level  floor  upon  which  the  carbonifer- 
ous matter  would  necessarily  spread  itself  in  an  even  sheet 

What  is  here  said  is  not  intended  to  throw  a  damp  upon  enter- 
prise which  is  pursuing  the  developement  of  this  coal  field ;  on  the 
other  hand,  we  regard  it  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  deposits  of 
mineral  wealth  within  the  area  of  Virginia.  Our  duty  is  by  practical 
suggestions  derived  from  the  best  sources  within  our  reach,  to  pro- 
mote a  sound  direction  to  the  enterprise  and  capital  employed  upon 
the  n^ineral  resources  of  the  state — to  teach  caution  where  neces- 
sary, but  not  to  discourage. 

The  very  fine  qualities  of  the  coal  in  this  coal  field,  both  for 
domestic  uses  and  manufacturing  purposes,  together  with  the  very 
enormous  thickness  of  the  deposit  in  many  of  the  mines  where  it 
is  pursued,  hold  out  an  ample  guarantee,  that  if  prosecuted  upon  a 
correct  conception  of  its  internal  structure,  it  must  always  prove  a 
profitable  region  to  the  quarter  of  the  state  in  which  it  lies. 

There  is  one  suggestion  which  we  venture  strenuously  to  enforce — 
the  great  importance  of  preserving  specimens  of  the  various  layers 
of  rock  penetrated  by  the  shafts  which  are  sunk  from  time  to  time, 
or  in  any  borings  that  may  be  made.  The  rocks  resting  above  the 
oo^  are  less  liable  to  be  affected  by  local  variations  than  the  coal 
itself,  for  reasons  previously  explained — and  most  important  infer* 
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ences  might  be  drawn  as  to  the  depth  of  the  coal,  bj  companng  the 
rocks  as  they  are  crossed  in  snccession  with  sets  of  specirnens  of  the 
same  collected  from  the  adjoining  mines.  Data  will  thns  be  rapidly 
accumulated,  from  which  we  shall  one  day  be  able  to  infer  mach 
better  than  at  present,  the  extent  of  certain  faults  or  downthrows, 
the  nature  of  which  can  as  yet  be  only  imperfectly  understood  from 
the  evidences  produced  in  the  workings  of  the  mines.  Nor  is  it 
too  much  to  anticipate  being  able  to  compute  from  information  thus 
derived,  the  depth  from  the  snrface  of  the  coal  in  some  places  in  the 
interior  of  the  basin. 

To  show  the  constancy  of  certain  layers  of  rock  in  particular 
districts,  and  their  importance  as  a  guide  in  particular  situations,  we 
may  adduce  a  case  given  by  Professor  Phillips  of  a  band  of  fossil- 
iferons  rock  subordinate  to  a  coal  field  in  England.  Speaking  of  a 
certain  seam  in  the  Yorkshire  coal  field,  generally  not  much  more 
than  sixteen  inches  in  thickness,  and  traceable  from  near  Leeds  to 
the  west  of  Sheffield,  it  is  stated,  **  That  it  would  have  been  impos- 
sible to  have  traced  so  thin  a  seam  of  coal  along  so  extensive  a  range, 
without  some  peculiar  facilities,  some  points  of  reference  more  dis- 
tinct than  the  varying  quality  of  the  coal,  and  the  still  more  irregu- 
lar fluctuations  of  the  sandstones  and  shales.  This  coal  seam  is 
covered  by  a  ^roof  ^  unlike  that  of  any  coal  bed  above  the  mountain 
limestone  in  the  British  Islands ;  for,  instead  of  containing  only  the 
remains  of  plants  or  fresh  water  shells,  it  is  filled  with  a  consider- 
able diversity  of  marine  shelh  belonging  to  the  genera  Peeten  and 
Ammonite$y  and  in  one  locality,  specimens  of  Orthoceras.  The 
uniform  occnrrence  of  these  Pectens  and  Atnmonite§  through  so 
wide  a  range,  over  one  particular  thin  bed  of  coal,  and  in  no  other 
part  of  the  coal  strata,  is  one  of  the  most  curious  phenomena  yet 
observed  concerning  the  distribution  of  organic  remains,  and  will 
undoubtedly  be  found  of  the  highest  importance  in  all  inferences 
concerning  the  circumstances  which  attended  the  production  of 
coal." 

We  may  gather  from  this  the  importance  of  inspecting  the  sand- 
stones for  fossil  remains^  should  any  exist. 

The  mining  shafts  hitherto  sunk  in  this  region,  have  been  con- 
fined exclusively  to  the  vicinity  of  the  eastern  and  western  outcrops, 
from  an  apprehension,  that  more  in  the  interior  of  the  basin,  tne 
coal  reposes  too  far  from  the  surface  to  be  readily  reached.  By  fol- 
lowing the  banks  of  the  James  river,  above  the  mouth  of  Tuckahoe 
creek,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  coal  measures, —that  is  to  say,  the  sand- 
stones,— overlying  the  coal,  alter  dipping  throughout  some  distance 
at  a  moderate  inclination  to  the  northwest,  become  graduallv  almost 
horizontal,  and  continue  so  over  much  of  the  middle  space  between 
the  eastern  and  western  boundaries  of  the  basin.  This,  certainly, 
implies  the  absence  of  any  heavy  dislocations  affecting  the  middle 
tracts  of  the  coal  field,  and  is  one  feature  calculated  to  support  the 
notion  of  boring  for  coal  in  that  quarter.  From  what  has  been 
said  respecting  the  probability  of  an  undulating  surface  in  the  sub- 
jacent gneiss  or  granitic  rock,  and  of  the  faults  which  intersect  the 
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region,  it  becomes  by  no  means  improbable,  tbat  tbe  coal  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  basin  will  be  fonnd,  in  some  places  at  least,  snfficientlj 
adjacent  to  the  surface  to  admit  of  being  profitably  mined.  Gen- 
eral analogy  would  lead  ns  to  look  for  accunmlations  of  coal  in  that 
quarter,  if  not  thicker,  at  all  events  as  thick,  as  can  be  seen  near  to 
either  ontcrop.  But  the  resoarces  of  the  middle  portions  of  the 
coal  field  can  only  be  imperfectly  guessed  at,  nntil  there  has  been 
gathered  a  mnch  larger  mass  of  minute  information  from  the  bor- 
ders of  the  region.  We  do  not  yet  know  anything  definite  regard- 
ing many  portions  of  the  limits  of  the  basin,  more  eq>ecially  the 
western  outcrop— and  there  is  moreover  much  to  do  in  following 
the  coal  where  it  is  already  tolerably  well  known. 

The  deepest  shaft,  that  of  the  Midlothian  mine  in  Chesterfield,  is 
five  hundred  feet  to  the  coal ;  and  the  workings  connected  with  the 
same  mine,  in  consequence  of  some  very  heavy  downthrows  to  the 
west,  penetrate  to  the  depth  of  seven  hundred  feet  below  the  sur- 
face. There  is  some  reason  to  believe,  that  still  farther  from  the 
ontcrop,  there  will  be  found  an  npthrow,  bringing  the  coal  once 
more  nearer  to  the  soil.  It  is  possible  that  a  shaft  one  thousand 
feet  deep,  would  reach  the  coal  in  several  places  in  the  interior  of 
the  coal  field. 

In  addition  to  the  invaluable  deposit  above  describe<l,  coal  veins 
have  been  discovered  in  Prince  Edward  and  Onmberland  counties — 
and  the  rocks  accompanying  this  mineral  are  known  to  extend  over 
a  wide  area  in  this  portion  of  the  state.  Their  thickness  compared 
with  those  of  the  coal  fields  previously  described  is,  however,  not 
considerable — and  the  seams  of  coal  which  have  been  met  with, 
though  containing  a  very  excellent  material,  are  on  a  comparatively 
limited  scale.  The  probable  extent  of  coal  in  this  district,  appears 
as  yet  undetermined,  and  will  remain  so  until  an  examination  of  this 
portion  of  the  state  has  been  carefully  and  minutely  made.  The 
discovery  of  coal  within  a  small  distance  of  the  base  of  Willises 
mountain,  recently  said  to  have  been  made,  derives  peculiar  interest 
from  the  fact  of  the  existence,  in  the  same  vicinity,  of  hematite  and 
magnetic  iron  ores  in  great  abundance. 

Sandstones  ovbiilying  the  Pbimabt  Rooks  alonb  theib  East- 
ern BOUNDABT. 

Sandstones  of  various  degrees  of  coarseness  are  found  in  many 
places  alons:  the  eastern  outcrop  of  ihe  primary  rocks,  and  extending 
for  some  distance  below  the  head  of  tide.  On  the  Rappahannock, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Fredericksburg,  considerable  exposures  of  these 
rocks  are  seen,  the  strata  lying  nearly  in  a  horizontal  direction  upon 
the  edges  of  the  primary  rocks  beneath.  At  Falmouth,  the  two  are 
seen  in  contact ;  the  latter  forming  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  the 
former  resting  horizontally  upon  them.  At  the  head  of  the  Pamun- 
key,  the  same  rocks  appear,  dipping  with  some  steepness  to  the 
east;  they  are  again  met  with,  gently  inclining  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, a  short  distance  below  Richmond,  and  also  in  the  neighbor- 
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hood  of  Petenbnrg,  and  at  several  points  in  Chesterfield  conntj. 
Further  south  they  occur  in  the  upper  part  of  Greensville,  and  over 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  county  of  Brunswick,  and  as  is  be- 
lieved, in  portions' of  the  adjoining  counties. 

In  composition  they  are  merely  a  mixture  of  quartz  and  feldspar, 
in  rather  loose  cohesion — the  feldspar  often  decaying  rapidly  on  ex- 
posure. In  some  varieties,  the  rounded  pebbles  are  not  larger  than 
birdshot;  in  others,  they  attain  a  diameter  of  many  inches.  In 
certain  localities,  the  sandstone  has  a  fine  close  texture,  suiting  it 
for  various  useful  purposes,  and  is  employed  to  a  considerable  extent 
in  building.  The  quarries  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fredericksburg 
and  Acquia  creek  present  beds  of  great  thickness  of  a  homogeneous 
rock  of  this  description,  of  which  extensive  use  has  been  made  in 
some  of  the  public  edifices  in  Washington,  Richmond,  and  else- 
where. In  the  superior  portion  of  these  beds,  lignites,  silicified 
wood,  and  vegetable  impressions,  are  frequently  to  be  seen — all  of 
which  contribute  to  render  the  examination  of  these  deposits  a  sub- 
ject of  much  curious  interest  to  science.  Whether  these  sandstones 
be  in  reality  cotemporaries  of  the  analogous,  though  somewhat 
differing  rocks  of  the  coal  measures  of  Eastern  Virginia,  impressed 
with  peculiarities  as  to  texture  and  included  fossils  by  some  circumr 
stance  of  position  and  exposure  in  the  progress  of  their  deposition — 
or  whether,  as  has  been  maintained,  they  are  in  fact  of  a  decidedly 
more  recent  origin,  are  points  only  resolvable  by  cantii)ns  and  dili- 
gent investigation. 

In  connection  with  these  sandstones  and  the  rocks  of  the  coal 
measures,  there  occur  in  several  places  beds  of  earth  sometimes  hav- 
ing nearly  the  firmness  of  a  soft  rock,  containing  a  considerable 
proportion  of  calcareous  matter.  In  Prince  Edward,  where  their 
existence  was  first  particularly  remarked  by  Dr.  Morton,  these  clnys 
and  semi-rocks  are  occasionally  so  liberally  impregnated  with  this 
substance  as  to  furnish  a  strong  and  valuable  marl.  At  other 
points,  a  mixture  of  carbonate  of  lime  and  carbonate  of  magnesia  is 
found  in  beds  of  considerable  extent,  and  having  a  texture  similar 
to  the  materials  above  described.  According  to  an  analysis  of  a 
specimen  of  this  substance  from  Bear  Island,  it  consists,  in  sixty 
grains,  of — 

Carbonate  of  lime 31 

Carbonate  of  magnesia 18 

Alumina 3 

Silica Y 

Loss 1 
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The  occurrence,  in  many  parts  of  this  region,  of  clays  and  rocks 
thus  abounding  in  calcareous  matter,  is  certainly  to  be  looked  upon 
as  a  happy  circumstance.  Those  interested  in  availing  themselves 
of  the  fact,  should  have  no  difficulty  in  the  application  of  these  sub- 
stances in  the  raw,  or  if  necessary,  in  the  calcined  condition  ^  for. 


71 

eren  sfaonld  tbey  generallj  contain  any  notablo  proportion  of  mag- 
nesia, the  more  enlightened  experience  of  the  present  day  wonld 
seem  to  shew  that  the  presence  of  that  earth  is  rather  favorable 
than  injarious  when  associated  with  lime,  and  in  some  cases  almost 
equal  in  efficacy  to  calcareons  matter  itself. 

There  is  moreover  another  economical:  aspect  in  which  this 
material  may  be  regarded.  From  the  large  proportion  of  magnesia 
it  containfs  it  woald  farnish  an  admirable  resource  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  that  earth  in  the  state  of  pure  carbonate,  or  what  is  at  pres- 
ent an  object  of  much  more  extensive  commerce)  I  mean  the  sul- 
phate of  magnesia,  or  epsom  salts. 

Of  thb  Primakt  Rockb. 

As  already  stated,  the  extent  of  this  portion  of  the  state  is  not 
accurately  known.  Its  eastern  limit  coincides  in  general  with  a 
transverse  line  crossing  our  principal  rivers  at  their  lowest  falls. 
Various  species  of  gneiss  rocks  and  granite  are  exposed  at  these 
points,  some  of  which  are  beginning  to  be  known  for  their  valuable 
qualities  as  a  material  for  building.  At  Richmond  these  strata 
occur  in  heavy  beds  inclining  at  various  angles  to  the  east,  and  are 
well  exposed  along  the  canal  for  some  distance  above  the  city.  The 
rock  at  Richmond  is  a  grayish  white  gneiss  of  great  density,  and  of 
such  a  degree  of  hardness  and  toughness  combined  as  to  imnart  the 
double  advantage  of  durability  and  facility  of  being  wrougnt.  Its 
predominant  constituents  are  feldspar  and  quartz.  Dark  mica  is 
sparsely  distributed  through  it,  so  that  its  prevailing  colour  is  a  light 
grey.  It  is  in  consequence  of  its  large  proportion  of  feldspar  that 
the  rock  in  many  places  is  observed  to  be  decayed  to  so  great  a 
depth  below  its  original  surface.  Those  varieties  will  be  found 
most  durable  for  architectural  purposes  in  which  this  excess  of  feld- 
spar does  not  exist.  At  the  falls  of  the  Appomattox  near  Peters- 
burg, we  find  a  well  characterized  variety  of  granite.  It  possesses 
a  coarse  crystdline  structure,  and  consists  of  yellowish  white  feld- 
spar in  distinct  crystals,  with  a  smaller  proportion  of  quartz,  and  a 
trivial  amount  of  white  or  light  coloured  mica.  Other  varieties  of  a 
more  compact  and  fine  texture  occur  in  the  same  neighbourhood. 
At  some  distance  further  west,  in  general  the  rock  is  a  gneiss,  con- 
taining a  much  larger  proportion  of  mica.  In  the  upper  part  of 
Goochland,  and  the  other  counties  at  corresponding  distances  above 
the  falls,  gneiss  of  a  more  compact  texture  prevails.  A  quarry  of 
this  at  Columbia  furnishes  an  admirable  building  material,  its 
texture  is  nearly  that  of  a  compact  sandstone,  and  it  is  colored  of 
various  shades  of  grey  from  the  scales  of  black  mica  which  it  con- 
tains. A  gneiss  of  a  very  peculiar  description  occurs  in  Willises 
mountain,  Buckingham,  associated  with  several  interesting  min- 
erals. The  rock  is  generally  of  a  rich  pink  or  purple,  owing  to  a 
large  proportion  of  oxide  of  iron  disseminated  through  it,  causing 
it  moreover  to  be  very  ponderous.  The  mica  and  augite,  which 
appear  to  be  large  components  of  the  mass,  give  it  a  very  brilliant 
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aspect,  especial! J  when  reoendj  fractured.  It  is  sometimes  stndded 
with  mioate  cells,  ooDtainin((  liematitic  oxide  of  iroa.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  the  priQcipal  peak  of  the  mountain  is  made  up  of  this 
beautiful  rock,  which,  rising  in  tlie  form  of  a  wedge  to  the  height  of 
several  hundred  feet,  presents  a  narrow  wall  of  nearly  vertical  strata 
along  the  summit.  The  dip  is  west,  and  the  fragments  which  have 
tumbled  to  the  eastern  base  have  rendered  this  the  easiest  direction 
of  ascent.  From  its  hardness,  and  the  indestructible  nature  of  its 
materials,  this  gneiss  will  some  day  possess  a  value  independent  of 
that  founded  uponits  colour,  which  wiU  bring  it  into  use  as  an  article 
for  buihling.  At  the  base  of  the  mountain  schorl  occurs  in  great 
abundance,  crystallized  in  long  prisms  in  quartz.  Asbestus  and 
kyanite  are  also  found  together,  with  several  other  minerals  chiefly 
interesting  in  a  scientific  point  of  view. 

Westward  of  this  belt  of  gneiss  the  rocks  assume  various  inter- 
mediate characters,  until  at  length  the  truly  crystalline  structure  is 
lost,  and  numerous  forms  of  slate  of  very  peculiar  and  equivocal 
features  make  their  appearance.  At  what  precise  points  the  rocks 
of  unequivocally  primary  character  terminate,  future  researches 
must  ascertain. 

In  pursuing  the  line  selected  for  the  accompanying  profile,  the 
gneiss  which  is  foand  dipping  east  for  some  distance  beyond  the 
western  edge  of  the  bituminous  coal  formation,  assumes  a  western 
dip  which  it  again  changes  for  an  eastern  one,  after  which  another 
change  occurs,  and  the  western  dip  now  continues  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Columbia.  Between  this  point  and  Bremo,  the  rocks  become 
vertical,  and  further  west  the  dip  continues  with  scarcely  any  ex- 
ception, easterly,  but  very  steep  as  far  as  the  Soutliwest  mountain, 
and  even  in  many  lines  almost  without  alteration,  to  the  western 
base  of  the  Blue  Ridge. 

The  9oiU  of  the  primary  region,  except  where  the  rocks  accom- 
panying the  coal  exist,  are  remarked  for  the  quantity  of  clay,  often 
of  a  very  ferruginons  character,  which  they  contain,  llie  feldspar, 
which,  as  alrei^y  remarked,  enters  largely  into  the  composition  of 
our  gneiss  and  granite,  is  in  some  of  its  forms  peculiarly  liable  to 
undergo  a  decomposition  by  exposure  to  the  atmosphere.  The  alkali 
contained  in  it  is  gradually  dissolved  out,  and  the  clay  and  silica,  its 
other  constituents,  fall  to  powder,  and  thus  furnish  the  materials  for 
soil.  At  the  same  time,  the  quartz  and  mica,  no  longer  cemented 
by  the  interposed  feldspar,  also  separate  and  mingle  with  the  gen- 
eral mass  of  clay  or  sand.  The  hornblende,  possessing  much  oxide 
of  iron  and  some  lime,  produces  when  decomposed,  a  deep  red 
earth,  which,  in  virtue  of  its  composition,  b  gi^nerally  found  pro- 
ductive. 

In  accounting  for  the  highly  ferruginous  soils  presented  in  many 
places  in  this  district,  as  at  Beaverdam  in  Goochland,  it  might  at 
first  view  appear  most  plausible  to  regard  them  as  the  product  of 
disintegrated  hornblende,  derived  from  the  subjacent  strata,  and 
certainlj  in  some  localities  the  colour  andqusJities  of  the  soil  may  be 
Justly  referred  to  this  origin.    But  there  are  numerous  instances  in 
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which  the  saperfioial  earth  or  clay  is  verj  deeply  tinged,  while  no 
rock  of  this  description  exists  in  the  neighborhoK)d.  Even  overlying 
the  sandstone  of  the  coal  measures,  where  the  occnrrence  of  this 
mineral  would  be  next  to  impossible,  soil  of  a  deep  ferruginous  as- 
pect frequently  presents  itself.  Moreover,  in  general  this  red  soil 
forms  merely  a  superficial  stratum,  often  only  a  few  inches  in  thick- 
ness, while  the  earth  beneath,  the  obvious  product  of  the  decompos- 
ing gneiss  or  granite,  has  a  white  or  grey  colour,  and  scarcely  any 
mixture  of  the  tint  which  prevails  on  the  surface.  In  all  these  cases 
we  must  look  for  the  source  of  the  red  soil  in  the  extensive  region 
to  the  west,  where  nearly  all  the  rocks  give  rise  to  it  by  decomposi- 
tion, and  we  must  regard  it  as  having  been  transported  to  the  spot 
on  which  it  now  rests,  by  some  of  those  sweeping  diluvial  currents 
whose  action  is  otherwise  attested  by  evidences  of  a  conclusive 
character. 

The  soils  containing  isinglass  or  mica,  as  well  as  those  abounding 
in  the  clays  derived  from  the  decomposition  of  feldspar,  though  in 
their  natural  state  rather  deficient  in  productiveness,  nave  generally 
been  found  to  receive  great  benefit  from  the  application  of  lime  and 
calcareous  manures ;  and  the  district  in  question  may  reap  great 
advantage  from  an  application  of  either.  Its  vicinity  to  the  Eocene 
shell  aud  green  sand  marls,  as  already  indicated,  is  likely  at  some 
not  remote  day,  to  prove  eminently  beneficial  to  its  agriculture,  and 
it  were  to  be  wished  that  the  faiTuers  who  are  iuterested  in  its  im- 
provement would  promptly  take  advantage  of  such  facilities  of 
transportation  as  are  likely  soon  to  offer,  for  the  purpose  of  availing 
themselves  of  the  resources  which  nature  has  placed  so  completely 
within  their  reach. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  rocks  where  the  feldspar  is  compara- 
tively abundant,  the  disintegrating  process  gives  rise  to  a  clay  of  a 
pure  whitecolour,  and  almost  impalpable  texture.  This  is  the  Kaolin 
of  the  Chinese,  one  of  the  essential  ingredients  in  the  composition 
of  Porceldn.  Numerous  rich  deposits  of  it  are  to  be  found  in  this 
portion  of  the  state.  In  Goochland,  an  extensive  bed  of  this  earth 
has  lately  been  discovered  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Triplett.  Its  colour 
is  a  dull  white.  Between  the  fingers  it  has  the  smoothness  of  the 
finest  flour,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  scattered  grains  of  silex, 
the  whole  mass  is  a  perfectly  impalpable  powder. 

By  a  careful  analysis  of  some  of  this  earth,  I  find  its  composition 
to  be  as  follows : 

In  twenty  grains,    Silica 10*76 

Alumina 6*00 

Water 290 

Loss '84 

20-00 

In  numerous  places  in  Goochland,  Cumberland,  Buckingham, 
and  other  counties  similarly  situated,  the  Porcelain  earth  occurs  ip 
extensive  beds,  and  in  many  oases  in  as  available  a  condition  as 
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above  described.  This  fact,  taken  in  connection  with  the  known 
existence  of  feldspar  in  the  same  region,  points  to  the  probable  in- 
troduction at  no  distant  day,  of  an  important  branch  of  manufac- 
ture in  the  state. — I  allude  to  the  fabrication  of  the  finer  description 
of  china  or  Porcelain,  in  which  such  excellence  has  already  been  at- 
tained by  the  employment  of  similar  materials  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  region  on  the  western  borders  of  that  whicb  we  have  been 
describing  is  marked  by  the  occurrence  of  talcose  and  argillaceous 
slates,  micaceous  and  garnet  slates,  chlorite  slates,  steaschisU  various 
modified  rocks,  and  numerous  veins  of  auriferous  quartz.  The  pre- 
cise nature  of  many  of  the  rocks  occurring  in  this,  which  for  the 
sake  of  distinction,  may  be  called  the  gold  region,  cannot  be  deter- 
mined without  close  and  persevering  attention. 

Of  thb  Aubifbbous  Rocks. 

A  general  examination  of  this  district  suggests  a  variety  of  prob- 
lems of  a  scientific  as  well  as  practical  nature,  which  it  would  be 
premature  at  this  time  to  attempt  to  resolve.  The  number  and  ex- 
tent of  the  quartz  veins  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  as  well  as  im- 
portant features  in  the  geology  of  this  region,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be 
desired  that  minute  observation  be  directed  to  the  tracing  of  these 
veins  through  the  state  as  far  as  practicable ;  to  the  determination 
of  the  general  value  of  each  vein  now  wrought,  as  well  as  the  study 
of  the  efficacy  of  the  various  processes  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
separating  the  gold  from  the  materials  with  which  it  is  intermixed. 
Tliere  can  be  no  doubt,  that  with  the  means  now  most  commonly 
in  use,  a  large  proportion  of  the  precious  metal  is  lost  and  thrown 
out  with  the  gravel  from  which  only  the  larger  masses  of  the  gold 
have  been  separated.  At  one  of  the  mines  visited  during  the  recon- 
noissance,  the  sand  and  gravel,  after  having  been  twice  subjected  to 
the  usual  process  of  washing,  were  found  sufiSciently  productive  to 
yield  five  dollars  a  day  to  each  of  the  two  persons  who  were  wash- 
ing it  a  third  time.  In  some  of  the  mines,  more  scientific  and  effect- 
ual means,  both  of  conducting  the  mining  operations  and  the  sub- 
sequent process  for  separating  the  gold,  have  been  introduced,  and 
when  these  improvements  shall  have  become  more  gener»lly  known, 
we  may  hope  for  much  more  profitable  returns  than  in  many  in- 
stances have  been  hitherto  obtained.  The  amazing  richness  of  many 
of  these  veins  has  attracted  enterprise  to  this  branch  of  mining  to 
such  an  extent,  that  the  exploration  of  the  most  promising  auriferous 
veins  has  of  late  been  very  actively  and  successfully  pursued. 

In  Spotsylvania  and  the  adjacent  counties,  Orange,  Louisa,  Fluv- 
anna, and  Buckingham,  numerous  veins  have  been  wrought  for 
some  time,  from  many  of  which  rich  returns  have  been  procured, 
and  under  improved  modes  of  operation  a  still  larger  profit  may  be 
expected.  Any  detailed  account  of  the  various  workings  now  in 
progress  would  be  inappropriate  in  the  present  report,  even  if  the 
state  of  our  knowledge  were  such  as  to  warrant  statements  of  a 
positive  nature.     Some  account  of  the  structure,  position  and  con- 
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tents  of  the  veins  may  be  introdnced  as  generally  applicable  to  the 
whole. 

The  material  of  the  veins  is  a  variegated  quartz,  sometimes  trans- 
lacent,  at  others  opaqne.  It  is  generally  of  a  cellular  stracture, 
fractaros  without  nmeh  difficulty,  and  in  many  instances  contains  a 
considerable  proportion  of  water  dispersed  through  its  substance. 
Its  surface,  recently  exposed,  displays  a  variety  of  tiuts  of  brown, 
purple  and  yellow,  of  such  peculiar  aspect  as  to  resemble  a  thin 
lacquer  spread  unequally  over  tbe  rock.  The  cavities  are  often  filled 
with  a  bright  yellow  ochre,  or  hydrated  peroxide  of  iron,  which 
generally  contains  gold  in  a  state  of  minute  division.  Sulphuret  of 
iron  (Pyrites)  is  another  accompanying  mineral,  which  in  many 
mines  occurs  in  considerable  quantities.  At  Morton's  mine,  (Buck- 
ingham^) it  is  peculiarly  abundant,  and  there,  as  in  other  places,  gen- 
erally contains  a  portion  of  combined  gold.  In  the  Union  mine, 
near  tbe  Rappahannock,  some  of  the  auriferous  veins  consist  largely 
of  the  Pyrites,  which  here  contains  so  much  of  the  precious  metal 
as  to  render  the  extraction  of  it  a  matter  of  profit.  This  Pyrites,  in 
all  probability,  was  at  some  former  period  more  generally  diffused 
tliroughout  all  the  auriferous  veins,  and  by  its  decomposition  gave 
rise  to  the  peroxide  of  iron,  with  which  the  quartz  is  always  more 
or  less  imbued,  while  the  gold  existing  in  it  was  deposited  in  the 
cells  and  fissures  of  the  quartz.  Siher  is  occasionally  found  in  con- 
nection with  the  gold,  and  the  sulphurets  of  copper  and  lead  have 
been  discovered  in  a  few  instances  in  the  auriferous  rock. 

The  rocks  forming  the  boundaries  of  the  auriferous  veins  vary 
very  much  in  different  localities.  Talcose  slate,  chlorite  slate,  and 
a  variety  of  these  abounding  in  garnets,  are  the  most  usual.  They 
are  commonly  of  a  soft  texture,  yielding  readily  to  the  blast,  and 
even  to  the  pick  or  spade  sometimes.  Instances  occur,  however, 
in  which  the  walls  of  the  vein  are  of  such  hardness  as  to  greatly 
increase  the  expense  and  difficulty  of  procuring  the  ore.  Of  this 
a  striking  example  is  exhibited  at  Morton's  mine,  where  the  rock 
is  removed  with  difficulty  even  by  the  blasting  process,  while  at 
Booker's  and  some  other  mines  its  texture  is  so  rotten  that  it  rather 
presents  the  appearance  of  earth  than  rock.  Veins  like  the  latter, 
under  favorable  curcumstances,  would  give  rise  to  what  are  technically 
called  depoeit  mines,  in  other  words,  collections  of  clay  and  sand  and 
gravel,  enclosing  a  portion  of  gold,  all  which  materials  have  been 
removed  by  the  action  of  torrents  or  streams  from  their  original 
position  in  the  vein,  to  some  arljacent  ravine  or  hollow,  in  which 
they  have  been  quietly  deposited.  The  rocks  adjacent  to  the  quartz 
are  often  auriferous,  and  in  some  instances  have  been  found  as  pro- 
ductive as  the  quartz  itself.  Of  this,  several  striking  instauces  occur 
in  the  mines  of  Buckingham;  and  I  believe  that  in  many  other 
localities  the  same  condition  would  be  found  to  exist. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  nearly  all  the  rocks  of  this  region 
dip  steeply  to  the  east,  and  it  is  found  that  the  auriferous  quartz 
veins  conform  in  the  main  to  the  inclination  of  the  enclosing  strata. 
The  quartz  is  not,  however,  to  be  regarded  as  an  interstratified  por- 
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tion  of  the  series,  which  would  imply  its  ootemporaneons  origin 
with  the  strata. 

The  form  and  position  of  the  veins  are  rarely  such  as  to  justify 
this  view.  Instead  of"  lying  in  uniform  thickness  between  the  wails 
of  the  adjacent  rock,  and  with  surfaces  of  slight  irregnlarity,  we 
find  the  auriferous  veins  in  most  cases  very  irregular  in  their  forms : 
at  one  point  having  a  thickness  of  several  feet ;  at  another  very  near 
to  the  former,  contracting  so  as  only  to  measure  a  few  inches  across. 
Again,  in  many  cases  tbe  vein  divides,  and  the  separate  portions 
afterwards  unite  or  send  off  other  branches. 

The  bounding  surfaces  too,  instead  of  being  nearly  uniform,  as 
in  the  strata  of  the  neighboring  rocks,  are  rough  and  broken,  send- 
ing off  numerous  small  veins  of  quartz  into  the  enclosing  strata. 

In  Morton's  mines,  the  width  varies  from  seven  feet  to  five  or 
six  inches.  In  Booker ^s  the  vein  forks,  thins,  and  as  frequently 
widens.  At  the  Union  mines  on  the  Kappahannock,  the  breadth 
varies  in  some  cases  from  six  inches  to  nearly  three  feet. 

In  fact,  from  the  dimensions  of  tbe  vein  at  any  assumed  point, 
no  certain  inference  can  be  drawn  with  regard  to  its  extent  at  other 
and  remote  positions.  This  irregular  structure,  while  it  diminishes 
confidence  in  the  constancy  of  a  large  and  fertile  vein,  at  the  same 
time  furnishes  grounds  for  continuing  the  examination  and  prosecu- 
tion of  one,  which  by  its  contraction  has  become  of  little  or  no 
value,  as  an  enlargement  at  a  small  depth  beneath,  may  reveal  an 
abundance  of  productive  rock. 

Another  fact  of  some  practical  importance,  and  one  which,  to- 
gether with  those  above  stated,  has  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  origin  of  the  auriferous  veins,  is  this,  that  although  in 
the  main,  the  dip  and  direction  of  the  vein  conforms  with  those 
of  the  enclosing  strata,  the  correspondence  is  far  from  being  exact, 
and  in  many  instances,  while  the  inclination  of  the  neighboring 
strata  remains  unchanged,  that  of  the  vein  undergoes  very  striking 
alteration.  At  Morton^s  mine,  already  referred  to,  the  dip  near  the 
surface  is  about  twenty  degrees,  while,  at  some  depth  beneath  it 
becomes  forty-five  degrees;  and  similar  instances  of  variation  might 
be  adduced  by  reference  to  other  localities. 

It  would  thus  appear,  that  these  numerous  veins  of  quartz  are 
not  to  be  regarded  as  deposits  coeval  with  the  regularly  stratified 
rocks  among  which  they  are  found,  since  in  that  case  their  position 
and  structure  would  exhibit  a  like  degree  of  uniformity,  but  as 
matter  which,  subsequent  to  the  production  of  the  neighboring 
rocks,  was  forcibly  injected  between  them  by  igneous  agencies  from 
beneath,  rising  in  the  directions  of  least  resistance,  and  therefore, 
generally,  though  by  no  means  uniformly,  following  the  plains  of 
stratification  of  the  rocks  through  which  they  passed.  Instead, 
therefore,  of  considering  them  as  beds  like  the  adjoining  strata,  as 
some  writers  have  done,  we  would  incline  to  class  them  among  veim 
of  injection,  of  which  numerous  instances  occur  in  other  parts  of 
tlie  globe.  We  are  the  more  persuaded  of  tlie  correctness  of  this 
view  of  their  origin,  from  the  consideration  that  throughout  all  the 
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region  in  which  the  quartz  veins  are  found,  very  peculiar  modifica- 
tions in  the  structare  and  composition  of  the  surrounding  rocks  are 
invariably  to  be  observed — ^modifications  for  which  no  adequate 
cause  can  be  found  in  the  other  igneous  rocks  which  occasionally 
occur.  In  the  Blue  Kidge,  the  Southwest  mountain,  and  in  numer- 
ous other  lines,  it  may  always  be  remarked,  that  wherever  the  modi- 
fied rocks  occur,  indicating  an  igneous  action,  more  or  less  intense, 
which  has  wrought  a  change  in  their  structure,  and  induced  new 
arrangements  of  the  ingredients  of  the  rocks,  heavy  veins  of  quartz 
are  sure  to  lie  in  their  immediate  vicinity;  while  through  the  body 
of  the  rocks  themselves,  countless  minute  veins  of  the  same  mate- 
rial are  seen  diverging  from  the  principal  mass,  and  imparting  vari- 
ous metamorphic  characters  to  the  substances  with  which  they  are 
in  contact. 

Besides  the  auriferous  veins  of  the  region  in  which  gold  occurs, 
there  exist  many  other  veins  of  quartz  agreeing  with  those  which 
have  been  found  productive  in  nearly  all  particulars,  save  that  of 
containing  a  valuable  proportion  of  the  precious  metal.  It  is  highly 
probable  that  none  of  these  veins  are  entirely  destitute  of  gold,  and 
m  many  instances  no  doubt  the  prosecution  of  the  vein  would  lead 
to  the  discovery  at  other  points  of  it,  of  an  ore  sufficiently  rich  to 
reward  the  labor  of  the  extraction.  Indeed,  it  must  be  looked  upon 
as  probable  that  the  auriferous  character  more  or  less  pervades  the 
quartz  veins  generally,  even  as  far  a»  their  western  limit  in  the  Blue 
Ridge.  The  striking  similarity  in  the  character  of  them  all,  and  the 
obvious  eotemporaneotuneM  of  their  origin^  would  seem  to  give 
great  plausibility  to  this  opinion ;  and  if  we  are  to  credit  the  state- 
ments of  the  discovery  of  gold  in  the  western  part  of  Albemarle, 
and  at  one  or  two  points  equally  remote  from  the  gold  region,  as 
usually  defined,  we  can  no  longer  doubt  the  propriety  of  regarding 
the  Blue  Ridge  as  the  proper  western  boundary  of  the  auriferous 
rocks.  A  careful  investigation  of  the  numerous  large  quartz  veins 
rauging  along  the  valley  between  the  Southwest  mountain  and  the 
Blue  Ridge,  becomes  in  this  point  of  view  a  matter  of  great  import- 
ance; and  should  the  auriferous  cliaracter  be  found  pervading  these 
veins,  as  is  not  improbably  the  fact,  the  extent  and  value  of  the  gold 
region  of  the  state  will  scarcely  have  a  pandlel  upon  the  globe. 

Of  the  Mioaobottb  and  Garnet  Slates,  Siliotous  Slate,  Whet- 
stone Bedb,  Roofing  Sijltb,  SrEASonisr,  Iron  Orb,  etc.,  of 
THE  Region  west  of  the  Gneiss. 

In  pursuing  the  line  indicated  in  the  section,  after  leaving  the 
gneiss  and  hornblende  slate,  which  extend  some  distance  above  Co- 
lumbia on  both  sides  of  the  James  river,  the  rocks  met  with  are 
chiefly  various  kinds  of  slates  and  schists,  penetrated  occasionally  by 
the  veins  of  auriferoas  quartz  already  described,  and  furnishing  mate- 
rials for  building  and  other  nses.  Analogous  beds  are  also  met  with 
in  the  regions  northeast,  and  southwest  of  that  here  referred  to- 
ranging  through  the  state  in  a  belt  comprehending  what  is  usually 
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termed  the  gold  region,  and  bounded  on  its  western  side  bj  the  nar- 
row belt  of  limestone  lying  east  of  the  base  of  the  Sonthwest  moun- 
tain. The  descriptions  about  to  be  given  of  these  various  rooks  and 
other  materials,  though  founded  apon  an  examination  of  them  as 
thej  occur  in  Buckingham,  Fluvanna,  Louisa,  and  one  or  two  other 
countiea  in  the  range,  will  obviously  be  applicable,  with  some  modi- 
fications, to  the  corresponding  beds  occurring  in  other  portions  of 
the  same  belt. 

MiOAOEotrs  Gabkxt  Slate  ob  Bibd^s-ete  Maple  Slate. 

After  leaving  the  gneiss  and  hornblende  slate  a  little  below  Bre- 
mo,  we  come  upon  heavy  vertical  beds  of  a  Micaceous  »late^  in  which 
are  multitudes  of  half  developed  garnets,  and  sometimes  crystals  of 
cubical  pyrites — giving  to  the  surface  of  the  rock  the  appearance  of 
numerous  knots,  around  which  the  fibres  of  the  stone  are  beautiful- 
ly curved,  so  as  closely  to  resemble  the  shading  of  the  bird's-eye 
maple ;  and  hence,  in  the  absence  of  any  specific  designation,  the 
one  above  used  may  be  considered  as  appropriate,  at  least  for  ordi- 
nary purposes.  This  rock  has  the  lustre  and  color  of  plumbago,  and 
evidently  contains  much  mica.  It  possesses  considerable  hardness, 
and  may  be  separated  in  the  quarry  in  large  regular  masses— and 
hence  for  slabs,  pavements,  and  general  building  use,  may  be  advan- 
tageously employed.  At  the  Buckingham  iron  works  it  has  been 
used  in  the  furnace  stack,  and  has  been  found  to  answer  well. 

The  siliciaus  micaeeons  slate  occurs  a  little  west  of  the  former, 
and  has  a  sensible  dip  to  the  east,  though  almost  vertical.  This 
rock  is  of  a  light,  yellowish  brown  color,  contains  a  small  proportion 
or  mica,  some  feldspar,  and  a  large  amount  of  silez,  apparently  in 
grains ;  and  in  fact,  at  first  view,  presents  the  aspect  of  some  sand- 
stones, though  probably  more  nearly  allied  to  the  mica  slates  than 
any  other  known  rocks.  It  may  be  quarried  out  in  long  rectangular 
prisms,  with  surfaces  nearly  as  smooth  as  if  formed  by  the  chisel, 
and  from  its  hardness  and  durability  under  exposure,  is  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  valuable  rock.  When  intensely  heated  it  becomes  glazed 
on  the  surface,  and  is  used  for  the  floor  of  the  iron  furnace  at  New 
Canton. 

Associated  with  these  beds  is  one  contnining  crystallized  garnets 
in  great  numbers,  and  sometimes  of  exceeding  beauty.  This  rock 
often  contains  much  chlorite,  and  presents  a  general  greenish  aspect. 
Large  quantities  of  it  have  been  quarried  in  building  the  dam  at 
New  Canton,  and  a  portion  peculiarly  abundant  in  the  garnets,  has 
recently  been  introduced  in  the  furnace  as  an  auxiliary  flux— the 
large  proportion  of  lime  contained  in  the  garnets  fitting  the  rock 
peculiarly  for  this  purpose,  while  at  the  same  time  it  yields  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  iron. 

The  wJietsUme  beds,  which  occur  among  the  siliceous  and  other 
slates,  also  furnish  a  material  of  high  value.  The  textare  of  this 
stone  is  exceedingly  close  and  fine ;  it  possesses  a  proper  degree  of 
hardness  and  great  permanency  under  atmospheric  exposure.    Its 
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apparently  fibroas  strncture,  and  the  long  shape  of  the  masses  which 
are  separated  in  the  quarry,  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  log  of 
wood,  partially  decayed.  The  trial  of  its  qualities  as  a  whetstone, 
made  in  Fluvanna,  Rockbridge,  and  the  neighboring  counties,  amply 
demonstrates  its  excellence  for  this  purpose,  and  in  some  instances, 
experienced  mechanics  have  evinced  their  sense  of  its  superior  value 
by  laying  aside  the  Turkey  oilstone,  and  substituting  this  in  its  place. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  valuable  of  the  slaty  rocks  of 
this  region  is  the  roofing  slate  wliich  occurs  in  a  thick  bed  west  of  the 
strata  which  have  just  been  described.  This  makes  its  appearance 
on  both  sides  of  tne  James  river,  dipping  east  at  an  angle  of  about 
eighty  degrees  with  the  horizon.  In  Buckingham  the  bed  is  largely 
exposed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  Canton  on  Slate  river,  and 
the  quarry  at  present  wrought  by  the  enterprising  owner,  Mr.  Sims, 
yields  a  material  which  will  bear  comparison  with  the  better  quali- 
ties of  the  imported  roofing  slate.  In  texture,  density  and  capacity 
of  resisting  atmospheric  agents,  it  can  scarcely  be  excelled  by  a 
similar  material  in  any  part  of  the  world.  This  quarry  was  first 
opened  to  procure  slate  for  roofing  the  capitol ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing it  has  been  thus  long  known,  and  its  value  established,  but  little 
further  use  has  been  made  of  it,  until  the  activity  of  the  present 
proprietor  has  again  brought  it  into  notice.  The  buildings  of  the 
University  will  soon  be  furnished  with  a  complete  covering  of  slate 
from  this  quarry.  The  bed  of  slate  wrought  by  Mr.  Sims  has  an 
average  breadth  of  sixty  yards.  The  rock  splits  with  great  regu- 
larity, presenting  a  smooth  surface,  and  having  such  strength  and 
flexibility  as  to  admit  of  being  separated,  by  iron  wedges,  into  sheets 
of  one  hundred  square  feet,  and  not  more  than  an  inch  in  thickness. 
Tliere  are  many  other  places  in  the  neighbourhood  from  which  slate 
of  the  same  kind  may  be  procured,  and  several  small  quarries  have 
been  opened.  Increased  facility  and  cheapness  in  transporting  this 
valuable  article  to  Richmond  and  the  seaboard,  will,  no  doubt,  at 
some  early  day,  bring  it  into  extensive  use  in  our  principal  towns  in 
that  direction,  and  will  render  the  quarrying  and  preparation  of  it 
a  profitable  business.  During  the  last  year,  Mr.  Sims  brought  into 
a  state  for  the  market,  six  hundred  squares  of  this  slate,  at  twelve 
dollars  per  square ;  and  this  with  but  few  hands  and  very  imperfect 
arrangements. 

The  steasehitt  or  9oap8tone  which  occurs  west  of  the  6lat«,  and 
may  be  seen  near  the  mouth  of  Hardware  river,  both  in  Fluvanna 
and  Buckingham,  though  not  as  valuable  as  other  beds  of  a  some- 
what similar  description,  to  be  hereafter  described,  is  nevertheless 
capable  of  being  very  usefully  employed.  In  hearths,  jambs  and 
other  parts  about  the  chimney,  it  is  found  to  possess  useful  quali- 
ties, and  its  texture  is  such  as  not  only  to  render  it  easy  of  separa- 
tion in  the  quarry,  but  also  to  make  it  readily  wrought  under  the 
chisel.    At  Bremo  it  has  already  been  brought  into  use.' 

Several  veins  or  beds  of  iron  ore  exist  in  Buckingham  in  the  re- 
gion of  the  gold  veins  and  slates^  and  ore  of  similar  description 
makes  its  appearance  in  Fluvanna,  Iiouisa,  etc.    In  the  former  county 
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indications  of  this  deposit  have  been  distinctly  traced  tbrongboat  a 
line  of  seven  miles,  and  the  proprietors  of  the  furnace  at  New  Can- 
ton have  assured  themselves  of  its  continuity  for  two  miles.  West 
of  the  principal  vein  is  another  at  the  distance  of.  one  hundred 
yards :  a  vein  of  friable  slate  dipping  east  occupying  the  interval. 
In  the  first  or  principal  bed  a  continuous  mass  of  ore  has  been 
uncovered,  whose  length  is  about  sixty  feet,  and  average  breadth 
fifteen.  As  yet  no  certain  opinion  exists  as  to  the  depth  to  which 
it  reaches  below  the  surface.  This  ore  is  generally  embedded  in  a 
brownish  yellow  ferruginous  clay,  and  fragments  lie  scattered  over 
the  surface  in  the  neignbourhood  of  the  1^.  Through  a  long  bat 
narrow  belt  in  Louisa,  Fluvanna  and  Buckingham,  and  in  fact 
throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  gold  region,  so  called,  these  sur- 
face indications  may  be  traced.  The  ore  is  a  hematite^  in  irregular 
masses,  sometimes  cellular  and  frequently  mammillary.  The  cells 
often  contain  acionlar  white  crystals  of  great  lustre.  The  colour  of 
the  ore  varies  from  a  yellowish  to  a  blackish  brown.  Its  hard- 
ness in  different  localities  also  differs,  and  in  the  immense  mass 
above  described,  is  such  as  to  render  blasting  necessary.  There 
is  some  difference  as  to  the  proportion  of  oxide  of  iron  contained 
in  the  ore  from  the  two  veins  near. New  Oanton,  and  a  mixture 
of  both  varieties  of  ore  has  been  advantageously  used  in  the  fur- 
nace now  in  successful  operation.  As  early  as  the  revolutionary  war 
iron  was  manufactured  from  the  Buckingham  ore,  but  until  recently 
this  valuable  resource  has  been  almost  entirely  neglected.  The 
limestone  on  the  western  edge  of  the  county  furnishes  the  flux  em- 
ployed in  the  smelting  of  this  ore,  which,  under  the  superintendence 
of  Mr.  Dean  of  New  Oanton,  is  now  conducted  on  a  scale  of  such 
extent  as  to  give  a  weekly  product  of  between  thirty  and  forty  tons 
of  pig  metal,  much  of  which  is  of  a  superior  quality.  Ore  of  pre- 
cisely the  same  description  is  found  likewise  in  the  gold  region 
above  Fredericksburg,  and  as  in  the  present  instance,  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  garnet  slate.  From  the  curious  association  of  this  ore  with 
the  auriferous  rocks,  it  might  be  expected  that  in  the  operations  of 
the  furnace  a  portion  of  the  precious  metal  would  occasionally  ap- 
pear, and  accordingly  it  has  been  discovered  in  fine  specks  in  the 
cinder  of  the  Buckingham  works.  Magnetic  iron  ore  of  a  verj  valu- 
able quality  occurs  at  the  base  of  Willis's  mountain  in  Buckingham, 
and  is  found  at  several  other  places  in  corresponding  positions. 

Op  the  Limestone  and  Marbu  east  of  the  Southwest  and 
Gbbbn  Mountains. 

This  belt  of  rock,  represented  on  the  profile  as  it  occurs  on  the 
Mecliunk  creek,  and  in  several  other  places,  may  be  traced  with 
but  little  interruption  through  several  counties  lying  in  the  range 
there  indi3ated.  In  proceeding  south  it  appears  to  become  broader, 
and  to  be  subdivided  into  several  ledges,  presenting  various  aspects 
in  different  localities.  Wherever  examined  it  has  been  observed  to 
have  an  eastern  dip,  in  some  places  steep,  in  others  gentle.    In  Al- 
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bemarle  ooimtj  and  at  Warmioster,  its  structure  approaches  to 
slaty,  and  its  general  colour  is  bloish  grey,  frequently  veined  with 
white  crystallized  calcareous  spar.  On  the  Mechunk  it  lies  on 
slate  often  of  a  talcose  nature,  and  its  position  is  such  as  to  render 
the  labour  of  quarrying  comparatively  small.  At  Warminster  it  is 
also  associated  with  a  talcose  schist  and  a  white  silicions  rock  of  fine 
grain  and  considerable  hardness,  which  has  often  been  mistaken  for 
marble.  Along  the  banks  of  the  James  river,  from  this  point  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Lynchburg,  cliffs  of  the  bmestone  from  time  to 
time  are  seen,  sometimes  presenting  enormous  masses  of  the  rock, 
immediately  on  the  water^s  edge.  The  breadth  of  the  belt  exposed 
in  this  direction  is  obviously  much  greater  than  farther  north,  and 
the  character  of  the  rock  in  some  localities  is  such  as  to  render  it 
of  the  highest  value.  Near  the  mouth  of  Tye  river  and  on  the 
Rockfish,  a  true  marble  is  found  of  beautiful  whiteness,  and  of  a 
texture  which  renders  it  susceptible  of  a  fine  polish,  as  well  as  of 
being  readily  wrought  by  the  chisel.  A  few  miles  from  Lynchburg, 
in  Campbell  county,  a  good  marble  is  likewise  found,  and  limestone 
i|  abundant  in  the  same  neighbourhood.  A  white  and  very  ponderous 
rock  occurs  in  contact  with  the  calcareous  stratum.  This  is  sulphate 
of  Baryta,  which  from  its  texture  and  colour  has  by  some  been 
supposed  to  be  marble.  Farther  south  these  beds  of  limestone  of 
various  qualities  are  known  to  occur,  bat  have  as  yet  been  little 
examined.  The  probability  is  that  they  are  continued  througliont 
the  state  in  the  same  general  line,  perhaps  spreading  out  in  ap- 
proaching  the  borders  of  North  Oarolma.  In  Bedford  county,  at  a 
point  considerably  west  of  the  general  direction  of  this  belt,  marble 
IS  said  to  exist,  but  no  specimen  has  been  procured  in  the  reconnois- 
sance.  Minote  investigation  of  the  region  indicated  by  the  localities 
above  mentioned,  and  extending  entirely  across  the  state,  would  in 
all  likelihood  be  fraught  with  valuable  results.  Leaving  out  of  view 
the  marbles  to  which  we  have  already  referred,  the  beds  of  lime- 
stone existing  in  this  district  of  the  state  furnish  a  resource  whose 
value  to  the  agriculture  of  a  wide  tract  of  country  it  is  beyond 
our  power  to  calculate.  Every  bed  of  limestone  developed  in  such 
an  examination  ou^ht  to  become  a  source  of  agricultural  improve- 
ment to  an  extensive  neighbourhood ;  and  were  our  farmers  once 
properly  impressed  with  the  value  of  calcareous  matter  as  a  manure, 
especiaUy  on  the  soils  of  tlie  region  now  in  question,  an  earnest  zeal 
in  the  discovery  and  use  of  these  resources  would  quickly  become 
genera],  and  an  important  district  of  the  state  would  be  rescued  from 
unprofitable  and  disheartening  cultivation.  Lying  adjacent  to  the 
slaty  and  micaceous  soils  east  of  the  South-west  mountain  and  its 
prolongation,  this  belt  of  limestone  furnishes  the  very  material  by 
which  under  judicious  management  they  may  be  redeemed  from 
comparative  sterility.  In  Orange,  Albemarle,  Louisa,  Fluvanna, 
BucRingham,  etc.,  the  application  of  lime  procured  from  this  source 
might  with  proper  arrangements,  and  the  increased  facilities  which 
are  likely  to  be  afforded  to  transportation,  be  made  to  effect  an  en- 
tire revolution  in  the  agriculture  of  the  country — and  even  in  Gooch- 
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be  secured  at  a  small  additional  expense.  It  is  perhaps  not  gener- 
ally understood  that  the  slaty  and  micaceous  (or  isinglass)  soils,  such 
as  prevail  in  the  districts  referred  to,  are  known  to  be  peculiarly 
susceptible  of  improvement  from  judicious  liming.  The  experience 
of  farmers  in  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  has  amply  shown  that  this 
is  the  case — in  those  states  soils  thus  characterized  are  limed  to  a 
large  extent,  and  always  with  the  most  decided  benefit.  Experi- 
ments made  in  Albemarle  and  other  places  with  the  lime  procured 
from  the  limestone  beds  of  which  we  are  now  speaking,  have  dem- 
onstrated its  value  upon  the  slaty  soils  in  the  vicinity,  and  nothing 
is  wanted  to  diffuse  these  benefits  extensively  through  the  suri^ound- 
ing  country,  but  a  ju&t  appreciation  of  the  utility  of  liming,  the  in- 
troduction of  economical  and  efficient  modes  of  burning  the  lime- 
stone, and  the  selection  of  such  quarries  as  from  the  nature  of  the 
rock,  are  calculated  to  yield  a  product  containing  the  largest  quan- 
tity of  lime- 

A  mistaken  impression  has  prevailed,  that  this  limestone  always 
yields  a  comparatively  poor  lime  ;  and  to  this  may  in  part  be  ascribed 
the  little  use  which  has  heretofore  been  made  of  it,  either  in  agri- 
culture or  building. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  statement  of  resulta  of  analysis, 
that  the  amount  of  carbonate  of  lime  present  in  these  limestones, 
is  income  cases  large,  and  that  in  no  instance  can  the  lime  be  re- 
garded as  a  poor  one.  I  have  annexed  a  column,  showing  the  pro- 
portion of  lime  corresponding  to  100  parts  of  the  limestone : 

Carb.  lime.  Lime. 

100  of  blue  slaty  limestone,  Warminster  ..  81.4  46.6 

IDO  of  blue  with  white  veins,          **          .  88.4  49.6 

100  of  blue,  slaty Mechunk,  88.2  46.6 

The  extensive  exposures  of  limestone  on  both  sides  of  the  James 
river,  existing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lyncliburg,  New  Market  and 
Warminster,  ifrom  their  very  favourable  position  as  regards  the  facili- 
ties of  conveyance,  are  calculated  to  become  peculiarly  valuable. 
Indeed,  no  position  could  be  found  in  the  state  in  which  lime-burn- 
ing could  be  conducted  on  a  larger  and  more  profitable  scale.  By 
the  introduction  of  the  perpetual  kilns  now  generally  used  in  the 
extensive  lime-burn  in  g  establishments  of  the  eastern  states,  much 
fuel  would  be  saved,  and  all  the  lime  which  the  rock  is  capable  of  fur- 
nishing would  be  obtained ;  while,  by  the  plan  usually  pursued,  much 
wood  is  wasted,  and  the  limestone,  particularly  of  the  slaty  kind,  is 
but  imperfectly  calcined.  These  improvements  once  adopted,  and 
the  better  kinds  of  limestone  selected  for  the  kiln,  there  appears  to 
be  no  reason  why  this  favoured  region  may  not  be  able  to  furnish  our 
eastern  towns  with  lime  more  cheaply  than  it  can  be  imported  from 
abroad,  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  imparting  to  the  surrounding 
country  the  benefits  of  an  improved  productiveness  and  a  wiser  sys- 
tem of  cultivation. 

To  what  has  already  been  said  concerning  the  marble  of  this  re- 
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gion,  nothing  positive  can  be  added  without  farther  investigation. 
It  may,  however,  be  remarked,  that  from  the  specimens  already 
seen,  particularly  the  white  marble  from  Tye  river,  there  is  reason 
to  hope  that  this,  likewise,  may  become  an  object  of  innoh  value  to 
the  district  in  which  it  occurs.  The  Tye  river  marble,  and  one  or 
more  analogous  veins,  have  all  the  characters  of  a  statuary  marble 
of  fine  quality,  and  should  not  some  peculiarity,  as  yet  unperceived, 
prevent  their  application  to  the  purposes  of  the  sculptor,  they  will 
no  doubt  be  looked  upon  as  very  valuable  possessions. 

Of  the  Rocks,  Orbs,  Soil,  &o.,  op  the  Rboiok  West  op  the 
Limestone,   as  fab  as  the  Western  Flank  of  the  Blue 

RlOQE. 

This  extensive  district  of  the  state  comprises  a  great  variety  of 
slates,  sandstones,  schists  and  other  rocks,  almost  uniformly  dip- 
ping east,  and  in  general  at  a  very  steep  angle.  Quartz  veins  are 
frequently  met  with,  some  of  which  are  believed  to  be  aurifer- 
ous, though  as  yet,  no  profitable  mine  of  the  precious  metal  has 
been  opened  in  them,  ^beds  of  trap  occasionally  occur,  the  mate- 
rial of  which,  from  its  dark  colour  and  extreme  hardness,  is  usually 
known  by  the  name  of  Iron  Rock,  In  some  portions  of  the  dis- 
trict, hornblende  enters  largely  into  the  composition  of  many  of  the 
rocks,  while  in  others,  talc  and  chlorite  appear  chiefly  to  abound. 
But  it  is  important  to  remark,  that  amid  all  the  diversities  in  the 
mineral  character  of  the  strata,  a  very  general  conformability  of  dip 
may  be  observed.  Looking  merely  to  the  mineralogical  constitution 
of  the  rocks  in  many  localities,  an  impression  of  the  xmdoubted  pri- 
mary character  of  this  district  would  naturally  arise.  But  when  a 
more  general  exploration  of  the  region  discloses  the  existence  of 
extensive  beds  of  genuine  sandstone,  and  conglomerate  rocks  fre- 
quently in  contact  with  the  former,  and  having  the  same  uniform 
inclination,  we  are  unable  any  longer  to  maintain  this  view.  This 
opinion,  however,  would  be  found  incompatible  with  the  results  of 
a  more  extensive  observation  of  the  rocks,  of  which  this  region 
principally  consists.  It  would  then  be  found,  that  a  large  portion 
of  its  area  is  occupied  by  beds  of  genuine  sandstone  and  conglomer- 
ate rocks,  and  that  the  chief  part  of  those  strata,  which  at  first  view 
might  be  regarded  as  crystalline  and  primary  in  character,  are  in 
reality  modified  forms  of  sandstones  and  conglomerates,  which, 
through  intense  igneous  action,  have  been  made  to  assume  appear- 
ances more  or  less  closely  resembling  those  of  rocks  of  the.  latter 
description,  thus  disguising,  almost  entirely  in  some  cases,  the  origi- 
nal sedimentary  structure  by  which  they  would  be  characterized  as 
not  appertaining  to  a  primary  formation.  It  is  the  existence  of  this 
curious  class  of  rocks  in  many  parts  of  the  region  in  question,  as 
well  as  the  occurrence  of  occasional  beds  in  which  no  appearance  of 
the  sedimentary  origin  can  be  traced,  which  imparts  to  the  minute 
geological  investigation  of  this  part  of  the  state,  so  much  of  scien- 
tific interest,  and  at  the  same  time  renders  the  task  of  such  an  ex- 
amination laborious  and  difficult. 
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Whatever  may  be  our  view  of  the  origin  of  the  truly  crystalline 
rocks  which  occasionally  occnr  throughout  this  region,  numerous 
sectional  examinations^  which  have  been  made  with  the  view  of 
solving  some  of  the  difliculties  connected  with  its  geology,  have  com- 
bined in  establishing  this  interesting  conclusion,  that  by  far  the 
largest  portion  of  its  surface  ia  occupied  by  rocks  which  do  not 
belong  to  the  primary  system,  while  they  have,  at  the  same  time, 
served  to  display  the  modifying  effects  of  igneous  agents,  as  mani- 
fested in  the  changed  structure  of  many  of  these  rocks,  on  a  scale  of 
wonderful  variety  and  extent. 

Early  in  the  present  report,  allusion  was  made  to  the  prevailing 
errors  on  the  subject  of  the  true  geological  character  of  this  region, 
inclusive  of  the  Blue  Ridge ;  and  enough  has  already  been  stated  in 
regard  to  the  structure  of  the  region,  to  satisfy  the  enlightened  geol- 
ogist of  the  entire  impropriety  of  the  designation  of  primary  which 
it  has  heretofore  uniformly  received.  The  further  particulars  about 
to  be  given  relative  to  some  of  its  rocks,  chiefly  those  of  economical 
value,  will  serve  still  more  clearly  to  evince  the  inaccuracy  which 
has  hitherto  prevailed  with  regard  to  the  limits  of  the  great  geologi- 
cal subdivisions  of  the  state,  as  well  as  to  display  the  practically 
valuable  results  which  are  linked  with  an  investigation  which  at  first 
view  appears  to  be  purely  scientific  in  its  character. 

The  rocks  of  the  South-west  mountain  and  its  prolonprations,  and 
of  the  country  within  a  few  miles  on  either  side,  will  first  be  de- 
scribed, after  which  some  account  will  be  given  of  those  lying  more 
to  the  west,  and  in  particular  of  some  portions  of  the  Blue  Ridge. 

Pursuing  the  line  indicated  in  the  profile,  after  leaving  the  bed  of 
limestone,  already  referred  to,  we  meet  with  slates  and  schists  in 
some  places  of  a  micaceous  and  talcose,  and  in  others  of  a  siliceous 
nature,  and  so  friable  as  to  be  of  but  little  use  in  building ;  compris- 
ing occasional  beds  of  a  denser  texture,  and  more  resembling  roofing 
slate.  This  brings  us  to  the  greenish  and  dark  blue  argillaceous 
sandstone  of  which  Carter^s  mountain,  as  well  as  much  of  the  region 
on  its  eastern  and  western  fianks,  principally  consists.  Beds  of  grey 
and  yellow  sandstone  occasionally  present  themselves  among  the 
darker  rock,  and  these  are  uniformly  of  a  coarser  texture,  and  in 
many  cases  are  rapidly  decomposed  by  exposure  to  the  air  and 
weather.  Quarries  of  the  dark  greenish  and  bluish  rock  have  been 
opened  in  many  places,  and  furnish  a  material  for  building  which 
can  hardly  be  excelled  either  for  strength  or  permanency  under  ex- 
posure. Much  of  this  rock,  however,  is  so  hard  as  to  prove  difiScult 
of  separation  in  the  quarry.  This  is  remarkably  the  case  with  the 
green  variety,  which  occurs  very  abundantly  for  a  mile  or  two  east 
of  Meriwether^s  bridge  on  the  Rivanna.  This  rock  bears  the  strong- 
est marks  of  intense  igneous  action  in  its  flinty  hardness,  and  in  the 
large  quantity  of  green  Epidote  which  has  been  developed  through- 
out its  structure.  It  is,  moreover,  always  intersected  by  veins  of 
quartz,  so  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  mass  of  considerable 
size,  in  which  many  of  these  veins  would  not  be  visible.  It  is  fur- 
ther to  be  remarked,  that  always  in  the  vicinity  of  these  quartz 
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Teins,  the  rock  is  hardest,  and  displays  the  largest  portion  of  the 
green  colouring  material.  All  these  facts  would  seem  clearly  to 
point  to  the  quartz  as  having  heen  directly  concerned  in  the  various 
modifications  which  the  rock  has  obviously  undergone.  In  further 
illustration  of  this  view,  it  may  be  added,  that  often  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  veins  of  this  material,  &sbestos,  iron  pyrites 
and  other  minerals  occur,  which  are  known  to  be  thus  deyeloped  in 
various  rocks  by  veins,  of  intensely  heated  matter  injected  into  them 
in  a  state  of  fusion.  At  Meriwether's  bridge  and  in  many  other  local- 
ities along  the  range,  the  greenish  blue  rock  is  studded  with  black 
and  greenish  spots,  indicating  an  incipient  crystallization,  and  clearly 
referable  as  the  geologist  would  at  once  perceive,  to  the  agency  of 
which  we  have  spoken.  Here,  as  well  as  in  all  places  where  similar 
evidences  of  igneous  action  can  be  traced,  the  dip  of  the  rock  be- 
comes confused  in  consequence  of  the  occurrence  of  numerous  cross 
joints,  such  as  are  often  produced  in  stratified  rocks  by  an  action  of 
this  nature. 

The  grey  and  yellowish  red  sandstone,  occurring  in  beds  some- 
times of  considerable  breadth,  and  traversing  the  country  in  the  gen- 
eral range  of  rocks  to  a  considerable  distance,  are  found  in  many 
places  to  inrnish  quarries  of  very  valuable  building  material.  Such 
of  these  beds  as  are  intersected  by  frequent  veins  of  quartz,  are 
found  to  be  by  far  the  hoi'dest  and  most  valuable.  In  the  same  bed, 
examined  at  points  some  distance  asunder,  a  great  ditl'erence  in  the 
hardness  and  consequent  value  of  the  material,  may  frequently  be 
observed.  Thus,  the  bed  which  on  the  eastern  flank  of  Peter's  moun- 
tain, near  Gordonsville,  yields  a  building  stone  which  comes  from 
the  quarry  in  long  quadrangular  blocks  of  great  hardness  and  dura- 
bility, presents  at  the  distance  of  several  miles  to  the  south  a  crum- 
bling mass,  whose  value  consists  in  its  being  useful  as  a  substitute 
for  sand,  or  furnishing  a  good  material  for  the  manufacture  of  Are 
bricks.  It  may,  therefore,  be  found  a  guide  of  some  talue  in  the 
selection  of  rock  for  flags  or  building  purposes,  to  choose  such  as, 
lying  in  the  vicinity  of  a  heavy  vein  of  quartz,  and  intersected  by 
smaller  ones  throughout  its  substance,  is  likely  to  possess  the  com- 
bined advantages  of  great  hardness  and  durability,  and  a  compara- 
tive facility  in  being  quarried,  in  virtue  of  the  cross  joints  by  which 
it  most  generally  and  spontaneously  divides  itself. 

In  addition  to  the  rocks  here  described  as  occurring  particularly 
in  the  South-west  mountain  and  its  vicinity,  various  others  are  pre- 
sented both  to  the  south  and  north  of  the  localities  to  which  the 
profile  may  be  considered  as  referring.  Thus,  in  Orange  and  in 
Nelson  and  Amherst  counties,  as  well  as  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Scottsville,  in  Albermarle,  and  interruptedly  in  many  other  places 
iu  the  same  general  range,  a  very  interesting  rock  is  seen,  consisting 
of  fragments  sometimes  angular,  sometimes  more  or  less  water- worn, 
cemented  together  by  particles  of  sand,  and  occasionally  a  small 
admixture  of  carbonate  of  lime.  This  singular  conglomerate  has 
evidently  been  in  part  derived  from  the  greenish  blue  rock  pre- 
viously described,  with  which  its  larger  pebbles  or  fragments  are 
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obvioDBly  identical — and  in  part  from  the  sandstones  and  occasionally 
the  limestones  of  this  region.  It  is  in  fact  the  representative,  in  this 
portion  of  the  state,  of  the  Potomac  marble,  and  some  of  it  when 
polished  would  present  a  surface  of  equal  variety  and  beauty.  The 
occurrence  of  this  rock,  as  here  described,  obviously  marks  an  epoch 
of  violent  action,  in  which  the  neighbouring  strata,  of  which  it  may 
be  considered  as  embodying  the  ruins,  were  broken  into  fragments, 
and  these  subjected  for  some  time  to  the  rounding  agency  of  water, 
at  the  bottom  of  which  the  coarser  and  the  finer  sediments  were  at 
length  consolidated  into  rock.  A  curious  fact,  for  the  first  time  ob- 
served by  my  brother,  Professor  H.  D.  Rogers,  would  seem  to 
show,  that  in  the  composition  of  the  Potomac  marble,  fragments  of 
limestone  may  be  seen,  referable  to  no  nearer  source  than  the  great 
valley  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  In  some  of  the  columns  in  the 
senate  chamber  at  Washington,  which  by  their  beautiful  polish  en- 
able the  observer  as  it  were  to  look  into  many  of  the  rocky  frag- 
ments of  which  they  are  composed,  he  detected  distinct  impressions 
of  Encrini,  a  fossil  remain  abounding  in  the  bed  of  limestone  near 
the  western  flank  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  for  which  w^e  might  in 
vain  look  in  the  limestone  previously  described  as  skirting  the  east- 
ern flank  of  the  South-west  mountain.  This  curious  discovery  will 
at  once  indicate  the  extent  of  the  violent  .agencies  preceding  the 
formation  of  this  rock,  and  of  the  conglomerate  wnich  we  have 
regarded  as  its  equivalent. 

In  the  same  region  likewise,  beds  of  genuine  red  sandstone  occur, 
sometimes  of  a  fine  and  sometimes  of  a  very  coarse  grain.  Tliis  and 
a  variety  of  red  slate  are  the  chief  rocks  to  be  met  with  between 
Warminster  and  the  Folly.  Similar  beds  are  to  be  seen  in  many 
places  in  Orange  and  other  counties  in  corresponding  positions.  In 
Amherst  near  the  Stonewall  mills,  strata  of  coarse  conglomerate 
occur,  in  which  the  pebbles  have  sometimes  a  diameter  of  half  an 
inch. 

Near  Lynchburg,  a  very  beautiful  bluish  grey  sandstone  is  largely 
quarried,  and  in  the  same  neighbourhood  very  extensive  exposures 
of  various  sedimentary  rocks  may  be  seen.  In  nearly  all  the  locali- 
ties which  have  been  described,  the  dip  of  the  rocks  is  east.  At  the 
latter  place,  however,  a  very  superb  exposure  of  a  siliceous  and 
talcose  schist  is  presented  on  the  river  bank  immediately  opposite 
the  town,  exhibiting  the  feature  so  strikingly  seen  among  the  sand- 
stones of  the  North  mountain — that  of  an  arch  or  great  bend  in  the 
strata,  showing  the  eastern  and  western  dips  at  its  opposite  extremi- 
ties. 

On  the  western  declivity  of  the  Green  mountain,  beds  of  steatitio 
rock  occur,  furnishing  a  soapstone  which  in  all  respects  compares 
advantageously  with  that  now  generally  in  use.  A  quarry  of  this 
rook  has  been  opened  near  the  residence  of  Tucker  Coles,  esq.  from 
which  slabs  and  jambs  for  fireplaces  have  been  procured.  The  colour 
of  this  rock  is  of  a  greyish  and  sometimes  greenish  blue,  with  a 
somewhat  marbled  appearance.  Its  texture  is  fine,  and  with  suffi- 
cient firmness  for  any  purpose  to  which  it  may  be  applied.    It  is 
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capable  of  being  cat  and  planed  with  great  facUity.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  some  of  the  finer  kinds  quarried  in  Vermont,  there  is 
probably  no  soapstone  used  in  this  country  which  combines  the 
Talnable  characteristics  of  this  species  of  rock  in  a  higher  degree. 
The  recent  introduction  of  anthracite  as  a  fuel  in  some  of  our  cities, 
and  the  probability  that  ere  long  the  semi-bituminous  and  anthra^ 
cite  coals  of  the  western  ridges  of  our  valley  will  also  be  similarly 
applied,  impart  additional  interest  to  the  facts  here  stated,  and 
render  it  highly  probable  that  this  rock  will  at  no  remote  day  be 
brought  into  extensive  use.  In  the  same  neighbourhood  are  found 
sandstones  and  schists,  all  preserving  the  same  general  direction  and 
dipping  to  the  east. 

Throughout  the  South-west  mountain  and  its  prolongations,  but 
.especially  on  the  Bnffaloe  ridge,  micaceous  and  maanetic  iron  ore 
occur.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Stonewall  miUs,  ana  near  the  Buf- 
faloe  ridge  spring,  these  ores  are  peculiarly  abundant.  They  are 
also  met  with  largely  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Folly.  Hematite  con- 
taining some  manganese  is  seen  also  apparently  in  veins  in  a  slaty 
rock  at  Reuben  Carver^s,  near  the  above  named  mills,  and  has  been 
supposed  by  some  to  be  an  ore  of  silver.  The  micaceous  oxide  is 
generally  blended  more  or  less  intimately  with  the  substance  of  a 
taloose  and  siliceous  schist,  and  appears  to  exist  in  beds  of  consid- 
erable breadth  amid  these  rooks.  Hitherto,  little  value  appears  to 
have  been  attached  to  the  magnetic  oxide  or  oxidulated  iron  ore 
which  is  thus  abundant  throughout  this  region ;  and  yet,  judging  by 
the  experience  of  other  countries  where  this  ore  is  smelted  in  great 
quantities,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  under  a  judicious  sys- 
tem of  operating  it  might  be  found  a  highly  valuable  material  for 
the  manufacture  of  iron.  In  the  highlands  of  New  Jersey,  so  noted 
for  the  quality  and  amount  of  their  forged  as  well  as  cast  iron,  an 
ore  of  precisely  the  same  character  is  used,  and  the  difSculties  in 
smelting,  which  appear  to  have  deterred  our  iron  masters  from  its 
employment,  are  completely  overcome. 

In  many  places,  within  the  belt  of  which  we  are  now  treating, 
beds  of  rock  occur,  containing  green  carbonate,  sometimes  associ- 
ated with  a  little  sulphuret  of  copper.  At  the  Folly  in  Amherst, 
numerous  openings  may  be  seen  from  which  the  cupreous  rock  was 
formerly  obtained.  The  amonnt  of  copper  present  in  such  of  the 
specimens  from  this  locality  as  have  been  examined,  though  consid- 
erable, is  not  such  as  promises  any  high  degree  of  value  in  the 
mass.  It  is,  however,  to  be  remarked,  that  no  positive  opinion  on 
this  subject  can  be  formed  without  much  minute  examination  of  all 
the  places  in  which  this  rock  exists,  as  well  as  a  number  of  analyses 
to  determine  the  proportion  of  copper  which  it  contains.  No  dis- 
tinct vein  or  bed  of  copper  ore  is  indicated,  but  rather  an  impregna- 
tion of  the  talcose  rock  of  the  neighbourhood,  more  or  less  strongly 
with  the  above  mentioned  compounds  of  that  metal.  In  some  of 
these  places  the  manufacture  of  copper  has  been  attempted,  but 
without  the  success  that  would  justify  a  prosecution  of  the  enter- 
prise.   In  Orange,  Taylor^s  copper  mine,  though  opened  with  high 
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expectation  of  profit,  has  been  long  abandoned.  In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Folly,  judging  from  the  number  and  extent  of  the  exca- 
vations which  are  seen,  we  would  be  led  to  infer  that  at  the  time 
when  they  were  made  great  value  was  attached  to  the  material  which 
the}'  furnished ;  and  if  the  traditions  of  the  country  in  regard  to 
the  operations  of  Colonel  Ohissel  in  this  region  prior  to  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  may  be  received  as  authentic,  that  singular  and  mys- 
terious personage  found  in  the  products  of  these  mines  or  pits  a  rich 
reward  for  all  the  labour  and  expense  which  he  appears  to  have  be- 
stowed in  working  them.  It  would  seem  that  the  cupreous  rock 
was  not  smelted  by  him,  but  merely  ground  in  a  mill,  some  vestiges 
of  which  still  remain,  and  then  packed  up  and  sent  to  England. 

Similar  bands  of  cupreous  rock  occur  in  Campbell  county  on 
Beaver  creek,  about  two  miles  from  Ross's  furnace,  and  also  in  the 
lower  end  of  the  county.  Pits  like  those  at  the  Folly  have  likewise 
been  opened  on  the  land  of  Mr.  Walker,  near  the  James  river  in 
Buckingham. 

Among  other  interesting  minerals  occurring  in  this  region  are 
beds  of  chloritic  steatite  imd  chlorite  slate  near  the  Variety  mills, 
Nelson  county;  galena  or  sulphuret  of  lead  in  veins;  in  quartz  at 
Rennet-bag  creek,  Franklin  county ;  sulphate  of  baryta  in  numer- 
ous localities;  sulphuret  of  iron  in  cubical  and  other  forms,  very 
frequent;  plumbago  in  considerable  masses  in  Buckingham  and 
Amherst;  brown  oxide  of  titanium  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lynch- 
burg. 

Many  parts  of  the  region  of  which  we  have  been  speaking,  ns 
for  instance  in  the  vicinity  of  Lynchburg,  the  Buffaloe  ridge  and  the 
Folly,  are  likely  to  form  highly  interesting  loc4ditie8  to  the  mineral- 
ogist, from  the  variety  and  character  of  the  minerals  they  furnish ; 
and  there  is  little  doubt  that  interesting  developments,  in  a  practical 
as  well  as  scientific  point  of  view,  will  result  from  the  minute  ex- 
ploration of  these  and  other  districts  throughout  this  portion  of  the 
state. 

What  has  now  been  said  in  relation  to  the  rocks  of  the  South- 
west mountain  and  its  flanks,  will  with  but  little  modification  be 
found  applicable  in  a  general  way  to  the  rocks  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
and  the  intervening  country.  Beds  of  dark  green  rock  containing 
hornblende,  are  occasionally  presented.  Slates,  schists,  sandstones 
and  coarse  conglomerates,  sometimes  but  little  changed,  at  others 
modified  in  various  degrees,  succeed  each  other  as  we  travel  west. 
From  the  South-west  mountain,  and  even  in  the  Blue  Ridge,  the  beds 
of  rock  exhibit  the  same  features  and  the  same  general  dip  to  the 
east.  In  the  Ragged  mountain  the  rock  usually  occurring  is  a 
coarse  conglomerate  or  sandstone  containing  mica,  and  more  or  less 
modified,  so  as  to  exhibit  a  structure  partly  crystalline.  In  a  direc- 
tion northwest  from  Charlottesville,  a  conglomerate  containing  large 
pebbles  of  angular  quartz  occurs,  and  in  the  same  vicinity  fine- 
grained yellowish  sandstone. 

Most  of  these  rocks  contain  a  large  proportion  of  feldspar,  so  as 
in  some  cases  when  disintegrated,  to  have  many  of  the  characters  of 
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a  kaolin.  A  bed  of  this  species  exposed  near  the  University,  has 
been  found  by  Professor  £mmet  to  furnish  a  material  susceptible  of 
yarious  useful  applications.  When  baked  at  a  very  high  tempera- 
ture, this  rook  may  be  made  into  hones  of  a  very  fine  and  sharp 
texture.  It  admits  of  being  readily  carved  or  turned  into  cruci- 
bles and  other  useful  implements,  for  which  it  is  well  fitted,  by  its 
power  of  withstanding  heat;  and  for  the  same  reason  it  forms  a 
very  valuable  fire  brick. 

With  the  view  of  illustrating  the  structure  of  the  Blus  Ridge^ 
the  following  descriptive  list  is  presented  of  the  rocks  which  occur 
at  Turk^s  gap,  beginning  at  the  western,  and  proceeding  to  the  east- 
em  base  of  the  mountain.  A  series  of  beds  in  the  main  analogous 
to  those  about  to  be  described,  may  be  observed  at  Rockfish  and 
Brown's  gap,  and  other  points  which  have  been  examined  in  the 
course  of  the  reconnoissanoe. 

In  the  profile  all  these  rocks  are  exhibited  dipping  steeply  to  the 
east,  which  is  their  position  as  observed  at  Turk^s  gap.  But  at 
Balcony  falls,  where  the  exposure  of  rock  is  extremely  grand  and 
interesting,  the  beds  on  the  western  flank  of  the  ridge  are  seen  dip- 
ping west ;  east  of  this  they  are  seen  rolling  and  arching  in  a  manner 
to  indicate  violent  disturbing  action,  and  at  length  they  assume  the 
ordinary  eastern  dip.  At  this  place  the  sandstones  of  the  western 
base  form  beds  of  great  thickness.  They  are  for  the  most  part 
greyish,  but  some  lasers  of  a  dark  brown  colour  may  be  seen  among 
them. 

KOGKS  OF  THE    BlUE    RidOB  OOMMENCINO    AT    THE  WeSTEBN  BaSE 

AT  Turk's  Gap. 

1.  A  light  grey  moderately  fine-grained  sandstone,  met  with 
near  the  base  of  the  gap,  and  extends  up  a  third  of  the  way  to  the 
top.    Dip  steep  to  the  S.  £. 

2.  A  finer  closer-grained  rather  bluish  variety  of  the  same,  over- 
Ijing  the  former. 

8.  A  lead  coloured  argillaceous  slate,  slightly  talcose,  occupying 
another  third  of  the  western  side  of  the  mountain. 

4.  A  dark  porplish  grey  and  extremely  close- textured  indurated 
sandstone,  bearing  evident  marks  of  igneous  action.  This  bed  is 
not  thick. 

6.  A  schistose  grey  sandstone,  rather  argillaceous,  with  minute 
specks  of  black  sand,  and  little  grains,  the  size  of  a  pea  of  transpar- 
ent amethystine  quartz. 

6.  A  greenish  grey  chloritic  looking  schistose  sandstone. 

7.  A  tine-grained  dark  bluish  green  argillaceous  sandstone,  full 
of  incipient  crystallization  in  small  vitreous  specks,  the  size  of  mus- 
tard seed.  Tluse  specks  are  small  amygdnls,  the  exterior  being  a 
semi-transparent  yellowish  green  matter  like  quartz,  the  centre  be- 
ing black  and  granular. 

8.  An  argillaceous  sandstone  like  the  former,  but  containing 
more  crystalfine  specks,  some  of  which  are  of  an  opaque  pinkish 
white. 
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9.  Like  the  two  former,  the  specks  being  better  developed,  some 
of  these  green  and  transparent,  otliers  pinkish  white,  lookii^  like 
analcime. 

10.  A  very  coarse,  extremely  hard  sandstone,  round  grains  of 
serai-transparent  quartz  in  a  coarse  argillo-siliceous  paste,  evidently 
much  indurated. 

11.  A  coarse-grained  purple  sandstone ;  the  rounded  gravel  of 
pink  or  amethyst  coloured  quartz,  united  by  a  dark  paste. 

12.  A  grey  purplish  porphyritic  looking  conglomerate,  of  very 
heterogeneous  composition,  green,  red,  white,  etc.,  some  feldspar, 
much  quartz,  and  to  appearance  the  matter  of  the  green  sandstones 
of  the  ridge. 

18.  A  similar  compound  approaching  to  a  brick  red,  angular 
pebbles  of  feldspar  and  rounded  ones  of  quartz,  etc.,  in  a  deep  red 
paste.  The  four  last  specimens  belong  to  the  S.  E.  slope  of  the 
ridge. 

14.  A  white,  rather  loose  and  coarse  sandstone,  the  grains  united 
chiefly  by  feldspar. 

15.  A  coarse  sandstone,  with  rather  angular  pebbles  of  quartz 
and  feldspar  scattered  through  a  paste  very  similar  to  the  mass  of  a 
greenish  chloritic  sandstone. 

16.  A  very  light  lemon  green  epidotic  sandstone,  with  small 
specks  of  quartz  and  veins  or  patches  of  asbestos. 

17.  A  very  heterogeneous  conglomerate,  in  aspect  somewhat  like 
the  Potomac  marble,  and  identical  with  the  conglomerate  before 
described  as  occurring  in  the  vicinity  of  the  S.  W.  mountain,  etc., 
the  larger  pebbles  identical  with  No.  6. 

18.  A  compact,  close-grained  purplish  grey  sandstone,  greatly 
altered,  having  kernels  of  epidote,  and  quartz,  and  deep  red  blotches, 
making  it  look  like  heliotrope. 

19.  Similar  to  7,  but  destitute  of  the  specks. 

20.  At  the  eastern  base  of  the  ridge,  slaty  sandstones  of  a  grey 
colour. 

In  presenting  the  above  account  of  the  series  of  rocks  in  this 
portion  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  inferred,  that  pre- 
cisely the  same  beds  in  the  same  order  will  everywhere  be  found. 
Observation  has  shown,  that  in  different  parts  of  th6  range,  the 
rocks  vary  somewhat  in  their  character,  that  while  in  some  places 
the  sandstones  are  greatly  indurated,  and  filled  with  various  miner- 
als apparently  developed  by  intense  heat ;  in  others  they  are  com- 
paratively unaltered,  though  in  all  the  localities  yet  visited,  some  of 
the  beds  exhibit  great  induration  from  this  cause.  We  are,  however, 
to  take  this  descriptive  list  as  representing  the  important  peculiari- 
ties of  the  rocks  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  we  have  preferred  thus  de- 
scribing them  in  some  detail  in  the  order  in  which  they  occur,  to 
attempting  to  name  them  according  to  any  supposed  or  fancied  anal- 
ogies they  may  bear  to  rocks,  which  are  found  in  the  old  world. 
Such  analogies  are  very  vague,  and  in  this  as  in  many  other  instances 
in  the  geology  of  our  country,  are  calculated  to  give  permanency  to 
error  and  check  a  proper  spirit  of  investigation.    In  the  true  spirit 
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of  his  soienoe,  the  enlightened  geologist  has  learned  to  distrnst  the 
generalizations  which  wonld  always  seek  analogues  to  the  rocks  of 
one  side  of  the  globe,  in  those  of  the  other,  and  will,  therefore,  pre- 
fer a  description  of  the  object  itself  to  any  appellation  to  which 
from  its  snpposed  resemblances  it  might  be  thought  entitled. 

From  the  list  above  given,  it  will  at  once  appear,  that  there  is 
no  material  difference  between  the  rooks  of  the  Blue  Ridge  and 
those  of  the  South-west  mountain  and  the  intervening  country,  and 
that  they  seem  in  the  main  to  be  distinctly  referable  to  a  sediment- 
ary origin. 

From  the  above  view  of  the  general  structure  of  the  ridge,  we 
may  derive  a  suggestion  of  some  importance  in  connection  with 
plans  of  internal  improvement  projected  in  the  state,  which  is,  that 
the  dense  and  impracticable  character  of  many  of  the  rocks  above  de- 
scribed,— for  instance,  those  from  six  to4welve, — forbids  any  attempt 
at  tunnelling  the  mountain,  at  least  in  those  places  which  have  been 
examined,  and  evinces  the  necessity,  whenever  such  a  plan  shall  be 
proposed  in  reference  to  other  parts  of  the  ridge,  of  first  ascertain- 
ing whether  it  does  not  there  also  include  near  its  axis  materials 
equally  unfavourable  to  operations  of  this  kind.* 

The  ioils  of  the  region  from  the  Blue  Kidge,  east  as  far  as  the 
limestone,  are  in  many  places  of  a  deep  red  or  chocolate  colour, 
while  in  others  they  present  either  a  greyish  or  yellowish  hue. 
Those  of  the  former  kind  are  usually  regarded  as  most  fertile,  and 
chiefly  give  value  to  the  lands  of  Albemarle,  Amherst,  and  other 
counties  in  this  part  of  the  state.  In  accounting  for  these  striking 
peculiarities  of  colour  and  agricultural  properties  of  the  soils  in 
question,  it  has  been  usual  to  regard  them  as  resulting  from  the 
hornblende,  frequently  met  with  in  the  rocks  of  tliis  region,  which 
by  its  iron  would  give  colour,  and  by  its  lime  impart  fertility  to  the 
land.  There  is,  however,  but  a  small  portion  of  this  deeply  coloured 
soil  traceable  to  a  decomposing  rock  of  the  description  mentioned,  and 
by  far  the  largest  part  of  the  land  thus  tinged  has  been  produced  by 
the  disintegration  of  the  dark  greenish  blue  sandstone,  such  as  occura 
so  abundantly  in  the  South-west  mountain.  Much  of  the  richest  and 
darkest  red  soil  of  Amherst  and  Albemarle  has  no  hornblende  in  its 
neighbourhood,  while  beneath  and  mingled  with  the  soil,  fragments 
of  the  sandstone  above  referred  to,  may  be  seen  in  all  the  grada- 
tions of  condition,  from  the  hard  greenish  rock  recently  separated 
from  the  mass,  to  the  crumbling  half- earthy  and  deeply  reddened 
lump,  ready  to  be  reduced  by  the  next  winter's  frost  into  produc- 
tive soil.  By  analysis  recently  made,  I  find  that  both  the  green- 
ish sandstone  and  the  resulting  soil,  contain  a  sensible  quantity, 
sometimes  two  per  cent,  of  lime.  Should  this  be  found  by  further 
research  to  be  an  invariable  ingredient  of  these  valuable  red  soils, 
we  might,  perhaps,  be  authorized  in  ascribing  their  productive  char- 
acter, at  least  in  part,  to  its  presence;  and  we  would  to  a  certain 

*  The  caution  hero  advised  was  observed  in  Belecting  a  place  for  the  tunnel 
Bincc  constructed  at  Rockfish  eap,  and  yet  great  obstacles  were  encountered 
o^ing  to  the  nature  of  the  rocka.— Ed. 


extent  be  enabled  to  compare  these  soils  witb  one  another  hi  agri- 
coltoral  vahie,  by  ohemically  examining  them  for  lime. 

Portions  of  the  red  soil  in  Nelson  and  Amherst,  arirang  from  the 
decomposition  of  ti  red  sandstone  and  conglomerate  before  described^ 
contain  lime  in  a  still  more  considerable  proportion.  The  rocks  from 
which  thejr  are  procured,  in  some  instances,  present  upwards  of  six 
per  cent,  of  carbonate  of  lime.  A  specimen  recently  examined, 
yielded  me  in  one  hundred  grains,  precisely  6.75  grains  of  this 
substance. 

Of  the  Valley  of  Virginia. 

The  sectional  line  crossing  this  region,  to  which  the  profile  re- 
fers, commences  at  a  distance  of  two  or  three  miles  from  the  west- 
ern base  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  this  being  the  position  at  which  the 
rocks  of  the  valley  first  becove  apparent.  Of  the  character  of  the 
beds  comprised  in  this  interval  we  nave  no  data  enabling  us  to  speak 
with  certainty,  inasmuch  as  the  fragments  of  sandstone  derived  from 
the  broken  strata  of  that  range,  piled  upon  the  subjacent  beds  of  the 
valley,  entirely  conceal  them  from  observation.  At  other  points 
along  the  eastern  edge  of  the  valley,  the  interval  thus  hidden  from 
examination  is  not  so  wide,  but  in  no  place  hitlierto  observed  have 
the  rocks  of  the  valley  and  those  of  the  Blue  Ridge  been  seen  in 
contact.  This,  as  yet,  undetermined  ground,  is  therefore  represent- 
ed on  the  profile  by  a  blank,  at  the  western  boundary  of  which  the 
valley  rocks  where  first  observed,  are  represented  as  commencing. 
Future  observations  throughout  this  curious  district  are  indispensar 
ble  to  an  understanding  of  the  true  relation  existing  between  the 
formations  bounding  it  on  either  side,  and  will  accordingly  present 
subjects  of  geological,  and  even  of  practical  interest  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  more  detailed  research. 

As  the  profile  indicates,  beds  of  slate  and  limestone,  in  alternate 
order  and  dipping  almost  uniformly  to  the  east,  occupy  nearly  all 
the  space  west  from  this  to  the  commencement  of  the  sandstones  of 
the  ridges  subordinate  to  the  North  mountain.  Layers  of  a  very 
siliceous  limestone,  and  bands  of  sandstone,  occasionally  occur.  Be* 
tween  Harper^s  Ferry  and  Winchester,  two  alternations  of  the  slate 
and  limestone  may  be  observed ;  the  most  eastern  bed,  composed 
of  slate,  dipping  east  at  an  angle  of  80°  into  the  valley  of  the  Shenan- 
doah, succeeded  by  a  broad  range  of  limestone  of  a  dark  blue  as- 
pect, and  but  little  veined,  dipping  in  the  same  direction,  next  to 
which  is  another  bed  of  slate  followed  by  one  of  limestone,  both 
dipping  as  before. 

Approaching  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Massanutten  moun- 
tain, the  helt  of  limestone  presents  interesting  peculiarities,  some 
of  which  may  with  great  probability  be  referred  to  the  proximity 
of  that  lofty  range.  It  is  here  traversed  by  large  veins  of  calcareous 
spar,  in  general  running  across  the  direction  of  the  edges  at  a  con- 
siderable angle,  and  it  is  thrown  off  from  the  flank  of  the  mountain 
with  a  reversed  or  western  dip.  The  veined  condition  of  the  rock 
distinctly  pointing  to  a  period  during  which  it  was  subjected  to  vio- 


lent  actions,  cleaving  it  into  countless  fissures,  subsequently  filled  by 
infiltration  with  the  pure  material  of  tlie  rock,  taken  in  connection 
with  its  inverted  dip  along  the  mountain  fiank,  gives  great  proba- 
bility to  the  idea  that  the  upheave  of  this  range  took  place  subse^ 
quently  to  the  formation  of  the  rocks  of  the  valley,  and  that  thus 
tne  fissured  structure  and  changed  direction  of  the  adjacent  rocks, 
were  merely  consequences  of  the  elevation  of  this  enormous  mass. 
In  connection  with  this  curious  point  of  inquiry,  the  investigation 
of  the  materials  and  structure  prevailing  in  the  Massanutten  moun- 
tain, cannot  fail  to  prove  interesting  to  the  geology  of  the  state. 
Such  an  examination,  moreover,  promises  more  than  any  other  to 
reveal  the  geological  relations  of  the  valley  with  the  regions  bound- 
ing it  on  either  side,  and  thus  to  solve  some  of  the  most  curious 
problems  with  which  the  student  of  our  geology  at  present  cannot 
fail  to  be  embarrassed. 

In  the  valleys  of  this  mountain  slates  and  limestones  occur,  and 
rumour  intimates  that  cwd  even  has  been  found.  Beds  of  a  coarse 
conglomerate,  of  very  peculiar  structure,  constitute  an  important 
portion  of  its  mass,  and  furnish  the  material  of  mill-stones  now  much 
in  use.  Limestone  is  said  to  occur  on  the  summit  of  the  Peaked 
mountain,  a  part  of  the  Massanutten,  and  it  is  not  improbably  the 
fact. 

Should  coal  ever  be  discovered  in  this  region,  it  will  probably  be 
anthra4iite  ;  and  certainly  the  character  of  the  rocks  of  the  Massa- 
nutten, so  far  as  they  have  yet  been  examined,  is  not  cuiv&rge,  it'  it 
be  not  favourable,  to  the  opinion  that  the  search  for  this  mineral 
might  be  attended  with  success. 

In  passing  some  distance  south  and  west  of  Strasburg,  the  strata 
resume  their  former  eastern  dip,  having  hero  apparently  been  too 
remote  from  the  mountain,  to  experience  much  violent  dislocation 
or  change  of  direction  when  it  arose. 

In  the  counties  of  Rockingham,  Augusta  and  Rockbridge,  lime- 
stone and  slate  alternate  as  before ;  the  former  in  some  places  passing 
into  veined  varieties,  and  occasionally  presenting  bands  and  beds  of 
marble  of  a  good  quality.  A  roll  in  the  strata,  or  some  change  and 
irregularity  in  the  dip,  will  usually  be  found  to  attend  the  veined  or 
marbled  varieties  of  the  limestone,  and  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  use- 
ful guide  in  the  search  for  quarries  of  the  ornamental  rock.  A  bed 
or  beds  of  hydraulic  limestone  runs  along  the  valley,  not  far  from  its 
eastern  side,  to  an  extent  not  yet  determined.  In  the  neighbourhood 
of  Shepherdstown,  this  rock  has  been  quarried,  and  found  highly 
valuable  in  the  formation  of  water  cement.  A  similar  limestone 
appears  on  the  North  river,  about  nine  miles  from  the  Balcony  falls, 
and  at  some  intermediate  points,  bnt  as  jet  no  analysis  has  been 
made  of  the  rocks  from  these  localities,  and  but  imperfect  trials 
have  been  made  of  the  lime  obtained  from  them.  It  would  appear 
that  a  limestone  of  analogous  character  is  found  also  in  Botetourt 
county,  and  even  further  south. 

An  analysis  of  the  hydraulic  limestone  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Shepherdstown,  shows  it  to  contain  nearly  a  thurd  its  weight  of 
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alumina,  while  the  common  limestone  of  the  vicinity,  and  indeed 
of  the  Valley  generally,  contains  bat  a  small  proportion  of  this  earth. 
A  mere  analysis,  however,  is  not  always  sufficient  to  determine  the 
value  of  the  material  for  the  purposes  of  a  cement;  and  should  there- 
fore, be  accompanied  with  direct  trials  calculated  to  test  its  qualities 
in  this  respect.  Attention  is  only  beginning  to  be  directed  to  this  sub- 
ject, which  is  one  to  which,  from  the  character  of  some  of  our  great 
works  of  improvement,  a  minute  geological  and  chemical  investiga- 
tion might  be  very  beneficially  directed. 

It  is  curious  to  remark,  that  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey, 
limestone  of  this  description  occurs  in  precisely  the  same  relation 
to  the  other  rocks  as  in  the  region  we  are  now  describing ;  and  from 
its  well  known  and  fairly  tested  value,  as  employed  in  those  states, 
we  may  look  with  confidence  to  the  early  discovery  of  valuable 
beds  of  it  in  numerous  parts  of  the  corresponding  region  in  Vir- 
ginia. Fortunately  for  its  use  too,  the  antbracite  of  the  North 
mountain  is  of  t bat  description  of  coal  which  has  been  found  by  far 
the  most  suitable  fuel  in  preparing  it  for  a  cement. 

The  existence  of  fossili/erous  hands  in  some  of  the  limestones 
of  the  Valley  is  an  interesting  geological  fact,  of  which  no  notice 
appears  hitherto  to  have  been  taken  by  those  who  have  professed 
to  explore  the  country  with  scientific  object.  Near  Strasburg,  on 
Cedar  creek,  and  other  points  around,  the  rock  displays  great  num- 
bers of  impressions  of  encrini,  &c.,  and  some  trilobites.  At  Mount 
Meridian  mills,  in  Rockingham,  organic  limestone  likewise  occurs, 
and  what  is  most  remarkable  as  having  hitherto  escaped  attention, 
the  limestone  of  Weyer's  cave  and  the  vicinity  occasionally  exhibits 
similar  impressions  of  a  very  interesting  and  peculiar  character. 
Further  west,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mossy  creek,  fossils  occur  in 
a  more  siliceous  variety  of  limestone,  and  I  have  in  my  possession 
a  fine  specimen  of  fncus  from  this  locality.  Such  bands  of  fossilifer- 
ous  rock  seem  to  be  of  more  frequent  occurrence  farther  south,  and 
are  quite  common  in  Botetourt  and  Montgomery  counties. 

The  importance  of  the  valley  limestones^  as  furnishing  a  power- 
ful lime  for  agricultural  and  various  other  uses,  cannot  be  too  highly 
appreciated ;  indeed,  it  is  rather  matter  of  surprise,  that  the  agricul- 
ture of  this  region  has  hitherto  been  suffered  to  reap  so  little  general 
benefit  from  this  great  source  of  improvement  completely  within  its 
reach.  As  yet  the  application  of  lime  to  the  lands  in  this  part  of 
the  state  is  in  a  great  degree  restricted  to  particular  neighbourhoods, 
while  (in  many  extensive  districts)  through  the  want  of  experience, 
and  of  knowledge  respecting  its  employment  elsewhere,  the  effi- 
cacy of  lime  as  a  manure,  is  regarded  with  a  degree  of  doubt  some- 
times amounting  to  entire  disbelief.  An  impression  that  the  soils 
of  this  country  are  already  sufficiently  impregnated  with  calcareous 
matter,  in  consequence  of  the  proximity  of  the  limestone  rock  which 
occasionally  rises  to  the  surface  in  the  fields,  seems  more  than  any 
other  circumstance,  to  have  led  to  the  erroneous  notion  that  lime 
could  be  of  no  benefit  to  the  soil.  It  must  therefore  be  regarded  as 
a  fact  likely  to  affect  the  opinions  and  practice  of  persons  entertain- 
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ing  these  views,  that  in  a  great  many  cases,  the  soils  of  the  valley 
contain  little  or  no  calcareous  matter,  even  when  taken  from  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  a  limestone  rock — a  fact  which  has  also  been 
observed  by  my  brother  and  myself,  in  regard  to  many  of  the  soils 
in  the  corresponding  region  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jeisey.  In 
the  vaUey  of  tlie  former  state  lime  has  long  been  in  extensive  use, 
and  is  well  known  to  have  been  the  means  of  imparting  rich  pro- 
ductiveness to  many  wide  districts  in  the  limestone  country  which 
were  formerly  regarded  as  of  little  value,  while  in  the  small  belt 
of  corresponding  character  in  New  Jersey,  a  soil  of  almost  sterile 
worthlessness  has  by  the  same  means  been  imbued  with  an  extraor- 
dinary degree  of  fertility.  Experience  thus  ample  and  satisfac- 
tory, under  circumstances  which  can  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  ap- 
plicability of  the  results  to  the  valley  of  our  own  state,  will,  it  may 
be  confidently  hoped,  impress  our  farmers  in  that  region  universally 
with  the  importance  of  availing  themselves  of  the  invaluable  resource 
which  is  everywhere  spread  around  them,  and  of  thus  removing 
the  imputation  of  indifference  to  improved  modes  of  agriculture, 
which  the  active  enterprise  of  other  regions  has  already  proved  to 
be  of  great  and  permanent  advantage. 

The  value  of  the  limojtones  of  our  valley,  with  a  view  to  this 
most  important  of  all  their  applications,  may  be  judged  of  by  the 
results  of  several  analyses  recently  made,  from  which  it  appears, 
that  in  most  cases,  the  carbonate  of  lime  exceeds  80  per  cent.,  and 
in  some  is  largely  over  90  per  cent,  of  the  whole  mass.  A  series  of 
analyses,  giving  the  composition  of  all  the  varieties  of  the  rock  in 
numerous  localities  in  each  eonnty  through  the  valley,  would  sub- 
serve one  of  the  important  interests  of  this  region,  by  enabling  the 
farmers  to  infer  what  ought  to  be  the  proportion  of  pure  lime  pres- 
ent in  the  product  of  the  kiln  in  each  locality. 

Another  valuable  material  hitherto  neglected  in  this  region  is 
the  Travertine  or  deposit  marl  which  exists  in  some  places  in  large 
quantities.  In  Jefferson  and  Frederick,  this  chalky  deposit  forms 
beds  of  considerable  thickness,  mingled  with  but  little  extraneous 
matter.  In  Rockbridge,  nearly  all  the  streams  that  empty  into  the 
South  river,  flow  over  a  material  of  the  same  nature ;  and  in  fact 
no  extensive  district  of  the  valley  will  be  found  wanting  in  this 
deposit  It  is  in  truth  a  precipitation  of  the  calcareous  matter  from 
the  limestone  waters,  which  are  universal  throughout  this  region, 
and  must  therefore  be  looked  for  as  occurring  in  most  neighbour- 
hoods where  springs  thus  impregnated  are  of  general  occurrence. 
Now,  it  is  important  to  be  known,  that  from  this  substance  a  lime 
of  very  superior  quality  may  be  made,  and  that  judging  by  the 
value  attached  in  the  market  to  that  from  the  travertine  of  Cale- 
donia in  New  York,  the  burning  of  this  material  in  some  of  our 
localities  might  be  attended  with  very  considerable  profit ;  at  all 
events,  its  utility  in  agriculture  added  to  the  facility  with  which  in 
some  places  the  deposit  may  be  obtained  (no  quarrying  beingneces- 
sary  to  separate  it  from  the  mass),  would  render  it  an  advantageous 
substitute  for  the  limestone  of  the  same  neighbourhood.     More- 
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over,  it  should  be  remembered,  that  in  the  more  friable  or  powdery 
state  in  which  much  of  it  is  found,  it  may,  as  in  Europe,  be  Terj 
beneficially  applied  as  a  marl  without  being  burnt.  The  immense 
improvement  which  eastern  Virginia  has  derived  and  is  now  re- 
ceiving from  the  calcareous  manures,  roust  render  any  illustration 
of  the  effects  of  this  substance  altogether  superfluous,  when  it  is 
understood  that  in  composition  it  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the 
better  qualities  of  the  pulverulent  marls,  of  which  analyses  have 
been  given  in  the  early  part  of  this  report.  Independent  of  which, 
its  value  has  been  unequivocally  tested  in  other  countries,  where  it 
has  been  found  to  have  the  most  decided  ameliorating  effects  upon 
land  to  which  it  is  properly  applied. 

From  what  has  been  said  respecting  many  of  the  soils  of  the 
valley,  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  they  are  all  devoid  of  calcareous 
matf>er,  or  indeed  that  thin  ingredient  is  not  very  often  present  in 
some  proportion,  but  rather  that  in  few  or  no  instances  does  it  exist 
in  the  soil  to  such  an  extent  as  to  interfere  with  the  advantageous 
application  of  lime  or  unbumt  calcareous  manures ;  and  under  these 
views,  I  would  urge  upon  those  who  are  particularly  interested  in 
the  success  of  agriculture  in  the  valley,  the  benefits  to  be  anticipated 
from  the  diligent  use  of  the  various  resources  so  abundant  and  ac- 
cessible throughout  this  oortiun  of  the  state. 

The  iron  ore  of  the  valley  constitutes  another  of  its  most  valuable 
possessions.  This,  although  manufactured  into  iron  in  numerous 
places,  has  as  yet  been  the  subject  of  no  systematic  geological  and 
chemical  examination,  further  than  the  mere  determination  of  its 
general  features,  and  some  of  its  qualities  in  the  furnace.  An  ex- 
amination of  the  composition  of  all  the  principal  varieties  now  in 
use,  as  well  as  the  determination  of  the  relations  of  the  deposit 
geologically  with  the  rocks  among  which  it  is  found,  would  furnish 
matters  of  enquiry,  whose  practical  bearing  upon  a  valuable  branch 
of  industry  in  this  region,  will  be  promptly  and  fully  recognized  by 
all  who  are  interested  in  its  success.  For,  although  the  tact  of  the 
operator,  in  this  as  in  almost  every  department  of  the  arts,  is  neces- 
sary to  the  profitable  pursuit  of  the  manufacture,  those  engaged 
in  the  smelting  of  iron  have  long  been  sensible,  at  least  in  other 
countries,  of  the  high  importance  of  such  suggestions  as  are  fur- 
nished by  a  chemical  examination  of  the  ores  upon  which  they 
operate,  and  a  geological  investigation  of  the  positions  in  which  the 
beds  of  ore  occur.  The  ores  almost  exclusively  in  use  are  hematites 
of  various  aspects,  known  under  the  names  of  Honeycomb  and  Pipe 
ores — ^many  of  which  yield  a  metal  of  tlie  very  finest  character. 
The  facility  of  smelting,  as  well  as  the  quality  and  amount  of  prod- 
uct, varies  of  course  with  the  description  of  ore  employed — and 
from  the  want  of  such  knowledge  as  has  been  just  referred  to,  the 
difficulties  of  the  process  in  some  places  have  almost  put  a  stop  to 
the  operations  of  the  furnace. 

A  Yiew  interest  attaches  to  this  branch  of  industry,  at  least  in 
some  portions  of  the  valley,  from  the  recent  discovery  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  of  the  iron,  of  beds  of  a  semi-bituminous  dry 
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coal,  which,  if  we  may  trnst  to  the  indications  of  its  composition, 
may  hereafter  be  employed  as  a  most  efficient  and  ])rofi table  substi- 
tute for  charcoal  in  the  furnace.  Of  this  coal,  as  it  occurs  in  the 
Catawba  mountain,  and  at  other  points  in  the  valley,  but  little  as 
yet  is  known ;  but  should  the  hopes  excited  by  analyses  which  I 
have  recently  made  of  specimens  from  the  former  locality,  prove 
to  be  well  founded,  a  new  impulse  will  be  given  to  the  iron  manu- 
facture in  that  district  of  the  state,  and  lich  rewards  be  proffered  to 
the  enterprise  of  capitalists  who  engage  in  it 

Of  the  various  objects  interesting  to  the  mineralogist,  which  are 
to  be  found  in  this  region,  but  little  definite  knowledge  has  yet  been 
attained.  We  may,  however,  mention  carbonate  and  sulphate  of 
baryta,  octahedral  and  dodecahedral  sulphuret  of  iron,  pellucid 
quartz  and  crystallized  selenite,  as  occurring  more  or  less  abundantly 
in  different  places.  Of  the  lead  ore,  gypsum,  &c.  of  the  south- 
west we  will  speak  hereafter. 

The  numerous  extensive  caves  occurring  in  this  region,  form  one 
of  its  most  curious  and  interesting  features,  and  serve  to  illustrate 
some  of  those  geological  and  chemical  agencies  to  which  allusion 
has  been  made  in  explaining  certain  facts  connected  with  formations 
in  other  parts  of  the  state.  Thus,  in  the  rich  and  variegated  crys- 
talline deposits  and  concretions,  which  render  some  of  the  caves 
objects  of  so  much  curiosity  to  the  visitor — the  solvent  action  of 
water  upon  the  various  kinds  of  rocks  composed  of  carbonate  of 
lime«  and  the  ready  tendency  of  the  dissolved  matter  to  separate  in 
a  pure  and  crystallized  condition,  are  both  beautifully  displayed, 
while  the  rounded  surfaces  of  the  rocks  within  the  caves,  and  the 
generally  curved  contour  of  the  various  apartments,  give  evidence 
of  the  wearing,  as  well  as  the  dissolving  energy  of  subterranean 
streams.  Usually  some  disturbance  of  the  rocky  strata  will  be  seen 
in  and  around  these  caves ;  and  in  the  various  fissures  and  deep 
clefts  naturally  accompanying  such  dislocations  of  the  strata,  we  are 
furnished  with  a  ready  explanation  of  the  means  by  which  the  agent 
that  has  thus  scooped  them  out  originally  obtained  access  to  the 
surface  of  the  rock. 

Op  the  North  Mountain  and  AixEonANY  Kegion. 

The  numerous  ranges  of  mountains  which  lie  beyond  the  general 
limits  of  the  valley,  present  several  features  of  great  practical,  as 
well  as  scientific  interest.  In  the  profile  view,  a  section  of  the  Little 
North  mountain,  as  presented  west  of  Mossy  creek  in  Rockingham, 
terminates  the  line  of  observation  first  examined  ;  and  the  profile  is 
resumed  at  a  point  farther  south,  in  a  direction  from  Covington 
across  the  Great  North  mountain  into  Rockbridge.  The  lesser 
ranges  of  mountains  which  first  interrupt  the  general  undulating 
surface  of  the  valley,  known  by  the  various  names  of  Little  North 
mountain,  Catawba  mountain,  &o.,  indicate  the  commencement  of 
a  series  of  rocks  entirely  distinct  from  those  occurring  in  the  val- 
lev,  being  composed  of  sandstones  and  conglomerates,  and  of  shales 
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8o1>ordinate  to  the  veins  of  anthracite  and  Bomi-bitaminons  coal, 
which  here  discover  theraBclves.  The  dip  of  these,  so  far  as  ob- 
served daring  the  reconnoissance,  is  somewtiat  steeply  west,  as  rep- 
resented in  the  profile.  A  similar  direction  of  the  strata  is  also 
seen  in  the  range  of  the  North  mountain  in  Rockbridge  and  else- 
where, but  as  exhibited  in  the  section  of  Brown^s  ridge  and  the  Mill 
mountain,  the  dip  is  east.  The  rocks  composing  the  North  mountain 
at  the  place  represented  in  the  section,  are  chiefly  sandstones  of 
different  hues  and  textures,  with  a  reddish  shale  appearing  towards 
the  eastern  base.  Aacending  by  the  eastern  side,  atler  passing  these 
shales,  we  meet  with  red  and  grey  sandstones ;  then  deep  red  sand- 
stone with  occasional  seams  of  shale  interposed,  to  near  the  summit, 
where  we  find  a  heavy  stratum  of  white  pinkish  sandstone  exposing 
an  extensive  bared  surface,  which  dips  N.  W.  On  the  western  side 
following  the  winding  of  the  spurs,  the  pinkish  variety  of  rock  is 
succeeded  by  grey,  and  thence  tracing  the  mountain  to  its  base,  the 
red  and  grey  varieties  appear  with  changing  dip,  such  as  would  be 
explained  by  the  structure  indicated  in  the  profile  view  of  this  side 
of  the  mountain.  Pursuing  a  western  course,  we  find  slate  dipping 
to  the  west  fur  some  distance  from  the  fiank  of  the  mountain,  but 
assuming  an  eastern  dip  as  we  approach  the  base  of  firown^s  ridge, 
where  a  bed  of  limestone,  with  a  corresponding  dip  occurs,  after 
which  we  come  upon  the  grey  and  reddish  sandstones  composing 
that  ridge,  which  also  dip  in  the  same  direction. 

There  being  no  reason  for  doubting  the  identity  of  the  rocks  in 
the  North  mountain  and  Brown's  ridge,  we  are  led  to  infer,  that 
immediately  at  the  base  of  the  former  there  exists  a  western  dipping 
limestone  similar  to  that  with  eastern  dip  at  the  base  of  the  ridge, 
but  not  having  detected  it  in  consequence  of  its  being  concealed  by 
the  fragments  of  rock  collected  there,  it  is  not  indicate  in  the  figure. 
The  series  of  rocks  thus  far,  commencing  with  that  which  in  the 
horizontal  disposition,  must  have  been  the  lowest,  would  therefore, 
be  sandstone,  limestone,  slate;  and  this  order  we  shall  find  nre- 
vailing  for  some  distance  further  west.  The  sandstones  of  Mill 
mountain,  like  those  of  Brown's  ridge,  dip  east,  and  are  separated 
from  the  former  by  an  intervening  valley  of  slate,  the  western  por- 
tion of  which  is  seen  dipping  in  conformity  with  the  rocks  of  the 
Mill  mountain,  but  in  the  eastern  part  no  rocks  in  situ  could  be  seen 
on  account  of  the  mass  of  fragments  by  which  they  were  covered 
up.  From  the  precipitous  escarpments  of  the  two  ridges  here  de- 
scribed, the  apparent  identity  of  those  rocks  of  which  they  consist, 
and  other  striking  circumstances  in  the  features  of  the  v^ey,  there 
can  be  but  little  doubt  that  lines  of  fault,  giving  to  the  strata  of 
sandstone,  limestone  and  slate,  originally  horizontal,  an  echelon 
position,  have  occasioned  this  repetition  of  the  rocks  of  the  ridge  in 
the  Mill  mountain,  preserving  their  dip  in  the  same  direction ;  or 
more  familiarly  speaking,  these  two  ridges  were  thrown  up  from 
their  horizontal  position  under  such  an  action  of  the  dislocating 
force  as  not  to  elevate  the  rock  on  the  western  side  of  each ;  and 
therefore  not  to  present  any  strata  having  a  counter  or  western  dip. 
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To  prefient  this  principle,  wliich  is  familiar  to  geologists,  in  another 
point  of  view,  the  rocks  of  the  Mill,  Brown,  and  North  mountains, 
being  rocks  of  sediment,  and  having,  therefore,  been  originally  hori- 
zontal, or  nearly  so,  formed  one  continuous  bed,  the  sandstone 
lying  beneath,  the  limestone  next,  and  the  slate  upon  the  surface. 
The  disturbing  force  throwing  up  the  sandstones  of  the  North 
mountain,  gave  them  a  western  dip,  while  other  forces  dislocating 
the  strata  to  the  west,  gave  them  the  parallel  but  not  continuous 
positions  which  they  now  display.  Instances  of  this  kind  of  dis- 
turbance are  among  the  most  usual  in  geology,  and  would  readily 
be  inferred  by  those  versed  in  the  subject  to  have  occurred  at  the 
points  here  described,  by  a  simple  view  of  the  profile  itself. 

But  it  is  thought  that  the  explanation  above  given  will  aid  the 
general  reader,  for  whom  the  report  is  chiefly  intended,  in  under- 
standing the  delineation  of  this  portion  of  our  line.  West  of  the 
^ill  mountain  to  near  the  base  of  the  Warm  Spring  mountain,  we 
pass  over  slates  occasionally  exposing  the  subjacent  bed  of  lime 
stone,  but  throughout  this  valley  scarcely  a  glimpse  of  the  sandstone 
which  lies  still  lower  can  be  had.  At  Bratton's  ridge,  the  limestone 
comes  boldly  ont  with  an  eastern  dip,  and  at  some  distance  beyond, 
a  turn  not  delineated  having  occurred  in  the  strata,  the  slate  is  seen 
dipping  in  the  opposite  direction.  This  brings  us  to  the  little  valley 
of  the  Millboro^  Sulphur  spring,  which  here  issues  from  the  pyritous 
slate — and  now  the  slate  is  found  dipping  to  the  east  until  another 
change  brings  up  the  limestone  into  view  near  the  Blowing  cave, 
and  the  dip  becomes  west  again ;  after  which,  with  several  rolls  or 
undulations  as  seen  in  the^Cow  Pasture  hills,  it  settles  into  an  east* 
€rn  dip,  which  continues  to  the  boundary  of  the  slute  near  the  base 
of  the  Warm  Spring  mountain.  Here  limestone  occurs  dipping 
with  the  slate,  and  this  brings  us  upon  the  debris  piled  upon  the 
skirts  of  this  lofty  range.  As  the  structure  of  the  Wnrm  Spring 
vrtlley  will  receive  an  especial  notice,  I  will  defer  any  further  de- 
scription of  the  profile  for  the  present. 

The  region  to  which  the  portion  of  the  profile  just  described  re- 
fers, abounds  in  objects  of  practical  as  well  as  curious  interest. 

The  eoah  of  the  Little  North  mountain,  Catawba  mountain,  &c., 
are  among  the  most  prominent  of  these  in  an  economical  point  of 
view ;  and  should  the  reasonable  expectations  to  which  their  dis- 
covery has  given  rise,  not  be  disappointed,  will  influence  in  no  small 
degree  the  prosperity  of  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  important 
regions  of  the  state.  From  the  Potomac  to  the  south-western  coun- 
ties, the  minor  ranges  of  mountains,  rising  in  general  along  the 
western  boundai*y  of  the  valley,  are  known  to  include  beds  of  this 
mineral  in  the  various  conditions  of  a  pure  anthracite,  and  a  com- 
pound containing  variable  but  never  large  proportions  of  bituminous 
matter,  and  which  may  accordingly  be  denominated  semi-bitumi- 
nous coal.  In  Berkeley  county,  on  Sleepy  creek  and  elsewhere, 
openings  have  been  made,  from  which  an  anthracite  of  the  very 
purest  character  is  obtained.  In  Frederick,  Shenandoah,  Rocking- 
ham, Augusta,  Botetourt  and  Montgomery,  similar  discoveries  have 
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been  made ;  the  coal  of  the  foar  former  connties,  as  far  aa  yet  ex- 
amined, being  nenrly  identical  with  that  in  Berkeley,  while  that 
found  in  Botetoart  and  Montgomery  contains  a  conraderable  portion 
of  bitnmen,  though  far  less  than  that  of  ordinary  bituminous  coal. 
The  veins  which  have  as  yet  been  examined  vary  from  three  to  seven 
feet  in  thickness.  That  represented  in  the  profile,  dipping  west 
into  the  Little  North  mountain,  near  Coal  run,  in  Rockingham,  is 
about  four  feet  thick.  Several  openings  at  different  points  in  the 
neighbourhood,  present  no  perceptible  variation  in  the  character  of 
the  coal,  which  is  a  pure  anthracite,  capable,  as  experiment  has 
shown,  of  burning  with  but  little  flame,  and  with  the  production  of 
a  very  intense  heat.  At  this  place,  and  it  would  appear  also  in 
others  in  the  same  range,  the  coal  readily  falls  into  small  fragments, 
exhibiting  numerous  rubbed  and  shining  surfaces,  leading  to  the 
impression,  which  an  examination  of  the  enclosing  rocks  would  also 
indicate,  that  a  dislocation  of  the  strata  has  occurred,  attended  with 
a  sliding  and  grinding  action  of  the  roof  and  floor  of  the  veins, 
breaking  up  and  Assuring  the  included  coal,  and  occasioning  by  the 
mutual  attrition  of  the  contiguous  surfaces  that  peculiar  lustre  and 
striated  appearance  which  they  invariably  exhibit.  In  some  of  the 
veins,  however,  this  crushing  effect  appears  to  have  been  but  little 
felt,  and  the  coal  comes  from  the  vein  in  larger  and  more  perma- 
nent  masses.  A  further  exploration  of  those  veins,  in  which  the 
coal  has  been  thus  reduced,  may  bring  to  light  other  portions  of  the 
vein,  in  which  comparatively  little  of  this  grinding  and  crushing 
action  has  occurred.  For  some  purposes,  this  broken  condition  of 
the  coal  would  not  impair  its  usefulness,  but  for  general  sale  it 
would  affect  its  market  value. 

According  to  an  analysis  of  the  Berkeley  coal  executed  by  my 
brother,  Professor  H.  D.  Rogers,  it  contains  in  the  one  hondre<l 
grains  only  4.94  grains  of  grey  ash,  all  the  remainder  consisting  of 
volatile  and  combustible  matter.  Ihis  indicates  a  purity  exceeding 
that  of  the  Pennsylvania  anthracite  in  general,  which  at  a  mean 
contains  about  six  per  cent,  of  ash. 

In  the  coal  from  the  Catawba,  I  have  found  varying  proportions 
of  bitumen  in  the  specimens  from  different  localities.  An  average 
of  these  results  indicates  about  14  per  cent,  of  volatile  matter,  chiefly 
of  a  bituminous  character.  This  coal  bums  with  but  little  intu- 
mescence or  swelling,  is  not  much  inclined  to  cake,  has  no  tendency 
to  splinter  when  burning,  and  forms  a  large  amount  (upwards  of  80 
per  cent.)  of  a  very  superior  kind  of  coke.  Allusion  has  already 
been  made  to  the  probable  value  of  this  mineral,  in  connection  with 
the  iron  manufacture  of  this  part  of  the  state ;  but  further  explora- 
tions of  these  veins,  together  with  careful  chemical  analyses  of  the 
coal  as  well  as  iron  ore,  and  actual  trials  of  the  former  as  to  its 
qualities  in  the  furnace,  are  yet  required,  in  order  to  determine  with 
certainty  the  usefulness  of  thiR  coal  in  the  raw  or  nncoked  condition, 
in  reference  to  this  branch  of  industry.  In  connection  with  these 
remarks,  and  more  especially  as  sngge^ing  an  important  hint  to 
those  who  may  be  endeavouring  to  bring  these  dry  coals  into  use  in 
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the  way  alluded  to,  ft  may  here  he  added,  that  from  the  great  suc- 
cess attending  the  use  of  the  hot  air  blast  in  France  and  £ngland, 
where,  in  some  cases,  coals  in  the  raw  state,  of  an  analogous  char- 
acter, are  employed,  the  introduction  of  the  same  mode  of  opera- 
tion here,  holds  out  the  promise  of  most  profitable  results ;  and  it 
may  be  further  suggested,  that  the  great  efficiency  and  economy  of 
the  hot  aiTy  even  according  to  the  trials  made  in  this  country  with 
the  ordinary  materials  used  as  fuel  in  our  furnace^*,  ought  at  once  to 
excite  the  attention  and  awaken  the  enterprise  of  all  who  are  con- 
cerned in  this  highly  important  branch  of  our  manufactures. 

The  sandstones,  limestones,  and  slates  of  this  region,  are  all  of 
them  convertible  to  useful  purposes.  The  pinkish  variety  of  the 
former  is  quarried  in  the  Noith  mountain  to  furnish  hearths  for 
furnaces,  and  has  a  hardness  and  sharp  grit,  which  has  led  to  its 
employment  as  a  substitute  for  the  more  expensive  millstones.  The 
slate  is  largely  impregnated  with  iron  pyrites,  and  upon  exposure 
to  the  air  yields  a  great  quantity  of  sulphate  of  iron  or  copperas,  as 
well  as  sulphate  of  alumina  or  alum.*  It  is  for  this  reason,  that  the 
springs  of  this  papt  of  the  state  so  freauently  possess  a  sulphuretted, 
chalybeate,  and  acid  character,  and  that  some  of  them  are  so  pow- 
erfully remedial  in  cutaneous  and  various  other  diseases.  The  cele- 
brated alum  rock  on  Jackson^s  river,  consists  of  nothing  but  this 
slate,  which  here  rises  in  an  abrupt  and  lofty  cliff,  forming  a  semi- 
circle at  the  bend  of  the  river,  and  presenting  a  scene  which  is  at 
once  curious  and  imposing.  Over  the  surface  of  the  wall-like  pre- 
cipice, streaks  and  stains  arising  from  the  copperas  or  ferruginous 
matter  of  the  rock,  may  everywhere  be  seen,  and  large  nodules  of  a 
spheroidal  form,  and  of  the  size  of  a  bomb,  lie  here  and  there  em- 
bedded in  the  mass.  Such  is  the  amount  of  chalybeate  and  other 
saline,  as  well  as  of  sulphurous  matter  in  these  slates,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  country,  in  lieu  of  resorting  to  the  springs,  of  which 
some,  as  tlie  Alum  spring  are  much  in  vogue,  are  accustomed  to  make 
use  of  the  detached  fragments  of  the  rock,  which  in  small  quantity  will 
impart  to  water  all  the  flavour  and  effects  of  the  springs  themselves. 

Chalybeate  and  sulphuretted  springs  break  forth  in  various  places 
from  the  pyritons  slate  above  described,  many  of  which,  as  for  ex- 
ample, the  Botetourt,  Augusta,  Rawley,  Shannondale,  Yellow  and 
Alum  springs,  have  accjuired  reputation  for  their  medicinal  virtues. 
Thermal  waters  aboundmg  in  free  carbonic  acid  and  nitrogen  gases, 
resembling  those  of  the  Warm  Spring  valley,  occur  in  some  localities, 
an  interesting  example  of  which  may  be  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Eayser^s  in  the  gorge  of  the  Rich  Patch  mountain.  Analyses  now  on 
foot  in  relation  to  the  characters  of  several  of  these  waters,  forbid 
the  publication  at  present  of  any  decisive  results,  but  it  is  hoped, 
that  by  an  early  day  some  account  of  their  constitution  will  be 
embodied  in  a  treatise  on  the  mineral  waters  of  Virginia,  now  in 
course  of  preparation. 

Of  the  limestone^  it  may  merely  be  stated,  that  it  is  capable  of 

*  This  word  alum  is  used  iu  tiie  then  common  though  not  scientiflo 
tense.— B.  £.  B. 
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furnishiDg  a  lime  fally  eqaal  to  that  of  the  valley,  and  tliat  the  ox- 
tent  to  which  it  exists  in  the  deep  valleys  of  this  region,  renders  it 
accessible  for  agricultaral  purposes  on  almost  every  farm.  Many 
beantifal  and  fertile  spots  possessing  the  advantages  here  stated, 
lie  enclosed  among  the«e  monntains,  which,  with  facilities  of  trans- 
portation, must,  at  some  not  di>tant  day,  be  looked  upon  as  choice 
places  of  the  state. 

Iron  ores,  similar  to  those  of  the  valley,  abound  on  the  flanks  of 
the  mountains  where  the  lime  stone  occurs,  and  many  successful 
furnaces  are  supplied  from  this  source.  At  Jordan^s  furnace,  near 
the  Mill  mountain,  castings  of  a  very  superior  quality  are  made  from 
a  hematite  procured  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Brushy  ridge ;  and  at  no 
great  distance  above,  on  the  Jackson^s  river,  the  enormous  water 
power  which  is  here  given  by  the  torrent  as  it  makes  its  way 
through  the  Rich  Patch  mountain,  is  in  part  applied  to  give  action 
to  the  machinery  of  a  large  and  successful  forge.  Facts  of  this  kind, 
though  new  to  very  few,  are  calculated  to  fix  our  attention  upon 
the  great  resources  in  materials  and  motive  power  which  these  wild 
districts  of  the  mountains  possess,  and  thence  to  illustrate  the  pub- 
lic advantages  which  are  at  some  future  day  to  flow  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  proper  facilities  of  communication  with  them,  and  the 
direction  of  wealth  and  enterprise  to  the  practical  developement  of 
the  riches  which  they  contain. 

Most  of  the  rocks  of  this  region  contain  numerous  fossil  impres- 
sions. The  bare  sandstones  on  the  summit  of  the  North  mountain, 
seen  from  the  road  in  passing  from  Lexington  to  Covington,  display 
a  great  profusion  of  encrini  and  other  zoophytes;  and  the  sand- 
stones of  the  Mill  mountain,  Rich  Patch  mountain,  &c.,  present 
similar  vestiges  of  organic  life,  together  with  hollow  casts  and  marks 
of  shells.  In  addition  to  such  traces  the  surface  of  these  rocks  ooca- 
si(mally  exposes  those  wavinjr  ridges  which  are  known  to  geologists 
as  ripple  marks,  and  which  are  referred  by  them  with  almost  un- 
doubted certainty  to  the  same  causes  as  are  found  at  the  present 
day,  producing  precisely  similar  markings  upon  the  sandy  surface 
of  the  ocean  beach.  Large  exposures  of  the  rocky  surface,  thus 
beautifully  rippled,  may  be  seen  in  numerous  parts  of  the  North 
mountain,  and  the  other  remoter  ranges,  and  under  the  above  view 
of  the  origin  of  this  curious  feature  of  the  rocks,  are  calculated  in  a 
beautiful  manner  to  illustrate  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
strata  of  this  region  were  deposited. 

The  slates,  particularly  those  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  coal 
veins  above  referred  to,  present  large  and  perfect  impressions  of  fern 
leaves  and  other  vegetable  remains ;  and  the  limestones  are  rich  in 
shells  and  madrepores  of  various  kinds,  and  often  of  uncommon  size. 
Fine  specimens  of  Terebratula  and  Caryophyllea  may  often  be  ob- 
tained entire. 

A  curious  and  imposing  feature  in  the  rocky  scenery  of  many 
places  in  this  region  is  the  hent  or  arched  arrangement  of  the  strata. 

In  following  the  windings  of  the  Jackson's  river  through  the 
wild  and  picturesque  valleys  and  gorges  by  which  it  makes  its  way 
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into  the  more  open  region  towards  the  east,  this  strange  confor- 
mation of  the  rocks  is  seen  in  several  places,  furnishing  in  the  stn- 
pendons  elevation  of  the  cliffs,  and  the  massive  character  of  the  beds 
of  which  these  arches  ai*e  composed,  the  most  instructive  and  mag- 
nificent illustrations  of  some  of  those  agencies  to  which  geologists 
are  accustomed  to  refer.  One  of  these  instances  of  bent  strata,  par- 
ticularly worthy  of  observation,  is  presented  in  the  deep  cleft  of  the 
Rich  Patch  mountain,  through  which  the  river  makes  its  final  escape 
from  the  rugged  region  in  which  its  progress  has  been  previously  so 
much  obstructed.  Looking  from  Kayser's  or  the  Forge,  the  naked 
side  of  this  huge  defile,  towering  in  a  nearly  vertical  wall,  washed  at 
its  base  by  the  impetuous  torrent  which  flows  eastward  with  a  rapid 
descent,  exhibits  the  grand  spectacle  of  an  enormous  and  almost  un- 
broken arch  of  sandstone  rocks,  rising  at  its  extremities  in  steeply 
dipping  lines,  curving  with  more  gentle  inclination  to  its  summit,  and 
spanning  a  distance  of  several  hundred  yards.  Thin  ledges  of  a  very 
hard  variety  of  the  same  species  of  rock  project  at  the  abutments  of 
the  arch,  and  rise  along  the  side  of  the  cliffs  in  a  nearly  perpendicu- 
lar direction.  On  the  opposite  side  the  same  position  of  the  rocks 
is  seen ;  bat  here,  in  many  places,  the  continuity  of  the  arch  is  broken. 
A  similar  scene,  though  on  a  smaller  scale,  is  presented  in  the  gorge 
by  which  the  Oalf  Pasture  river  finds  a  passage  through  the  North 
mountain  ;  and  indeed  it  would  appear,  that  this  feature  in  the  [)0- 
sition  of  the  strata,  is  a  common  occurrence  in  all  the  mountainous 
ranges  of  this  wild  and  beautiful  re^on. 

Proceeding  westward  in  the  profile,  we  come  upon  the  heavy 
beds  of  sandstone  of  the  Warm  Spring  mountain,  dipping  rather 
steeply  to  the  east— on  the  western  base  of  which  we  meet  with  a 
fofisiliferous  limestone,  having  the  same  dip,  and  therefore  lying 
beneath  the  sandstone.  Bounding  this  valley  on  the  west,  the  Little 
Warm  Spring  mountain  and  its  prolongations,  exhibit  the  same  rocks 
iu  the  same  relative  position,  with  this  important  difference,  thnt 
they  all  dip  west.  The  relation  of  the  rocks  thus  described,  and  as 
they  are  represented  in  the  section,  admits  of  a  simple  explanation, 
by  conceiving  a  violent  upthrow  to  have  occurred  along  the  line  in 
which  the  vdley  now  exists.  The  sandstones  thus  thrown  off  on 
both  sides,  left  the  deep  fissure  in  which  the  limestones,  elevated  by 
the  same  upheaving  action,  were  revealed  to  observation.  In  this 
view,  the  mountains  bounding  the  valley  have  been  formed  merely 
by  the  forcible  protrusion  on  either  side  of  beds  of  sandstone  of 
enormous  thickness,  which  were  originally  in  a  horizontal  position — 
and  the  limestone,  which  appears  dipping  in  opposite  directions  and 
beneath  the  mountains,  was  bronght  into  view  by  the  same  agency, 
although  previous  to  its  elevation  it  must  have  existed  at  a  depth 
of  nearly  2000  feet  below  the  surface.  This  valley  has,  therefore, 
the  character  of  an  enormous  fissure,  and  considering  it  in  that 
light,  we  have  no  difficulty  in  accounting  for  the  number  of  ther- 
mal springs  which  it  contains.  The  well  established  fact  that  the 
temperature  of  the  earth's  strata  increases  with  their  depth  from  the 
surface,  in  connection  with  the  structure  of  the  valley  here  described. 
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will  at  once  explain  the  elevated  temperatare  which  all  these  springs 
display,  while  pecnliarities  in  the  mineral  ingredients  of  the  subja- 
cent beds,  which  it  may  readily  be  imagined  would  account  for  the 
gases  which  they  evolve,  as  well  as  the  saline  and  other  ingredients 
w  hich  they  hold  dissolved. 

In  connection  with  these  views,  it  is  important  to  remark,  that 
the  fossils  and  otlier  characters  of  this  limestone  distinguish  it  from 
those  which  are  found  among  the  mountain  chains  to  the  east  or 
west,  and  that  it  bears  a  striking  analogy  to  the  fossiliferous  lime- 
stone formerly  described  as  existing  in  the  great  valley  of  Virginia. 
Granting  the  identity  of  the  two,  we  would  thus  have  the  slates  and 
limestones  of  our  valley  occupying  a  position  at  great  depths  below 
the  various  mountains  and  valleys  we  have  been  describing,  and  only 
appearing  at  the  surface  where  some  great  uplifting  force  has  oper- 
ated, as  in  the  Sweet  Spring  valley,  tossing  away  the  upper  and  more 
recent  strata. 

Throughout  all  the  region  of  which  this  portion  of  the  profile 
may  be  considered  as  giving  merely  a  local  representation,  the  ther- 
mal waters,  in  virtue  of  the  carbonic  acid  contained  in  them,  hold 
in  solution  large  quantities  of  carbonate  of  lime.  The  carbonic  acid 
in  quickly  escaping  from  the  water  by  exposure,  permits  the  calca- 
reous matter  to  separate,  and  thus,  as  tlie  stream  proceeds,  tbis  in- 
gredient is  precipitated  at  every  step.  Deuce  it  is,  that  we  find  the 
channels  of  the  streams  thus  impregnated,  covered  with  a  hard  in- 
crustation, accumulating  in  thickness  every  day,  and  even  the  stones 
and'  twigs  over  which  the  current  flows,  become  encased  in  a  film 
of  serai-crystalline  calcareous  matter.  Agitation  of  the  water  favour- 
ing the  escape  of  the  solvent  carbonic  acid,  will  also  contribute  to 
the  rapidity  of  this  accretion,  and  accordingly  it  is  found,  that  where 
the  ripples  are  numerous,  the  deposit  is  comparatively  abundant, 
and  what  at  first  view  seems  most  strange,  even  the  ledges  over 
which  the  streams  are  precipitated  in  cascades  are  themselves  built 
up  by  additions  of  the  calcareous  deposit.  The  travertine  forma- 
tions'of  those  valleys,  produced  in  the  way  we  have  just  described, 
are  in  some  cases  of  immense  thickness  and  extent.  That  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Sweet  springs,  has  in  all  probability,  a  thick- 
ness in  some  places  of  upwards  of  100  feet,  and  every  year  adds 
slowly  to  its  amount.  At  the  Falling  spring,  nearly  on  the  route 
from  Covington  to  the  Hot  springs,  a  still  greater  depth  of  this  de- 
posit has  been  accumulated,  and  in  various  other  places  throughout 
this  region,  masses  more  or  less  considerable  of  the  same  curious 
formation,  may  be  met  with  in  the  valleys,  and  sometimes  even  at 
considerable  elevations  on  the  sides  of  the  hills. 

The  travertine,  like  that  already  alluded  to  as  existing  in  Jeffer- 
son, Frederick  and  other  counties  in  the  valley,  is  capable  of  being 
made  highly  useful  in  agriculture,  and  of  yielding  a  lime  of  the  great- 
est purity  and  whiteness. 

In  the  mountains  west  of  the  point  last  referred  to  in  the  profile, 
we  discover  the  ternary  series  of  sandstone,  limestone  and  slate,  as 
before  described ;  the  limestones  showing  themselves  altogether  on 
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the  flanks  of  the  mountains,  and  then  only  occasionally  peeping 
forth.  As  represented  in  the  profile,  repeated,  alternations  in  the 
dip  of  the  strata  occar  in  this  region,  and  the  structure  of  the  ridges 
is  generally  such  as  to  present  a  dip  outwards  on  hoth  their  eastern 
and  western  sides.  Progressing  westwards,  the  overlying  slate  is 
increased  in  thickness  hy  the  addition  of  other,  and  not  ezactiiy  similar 
beds,  over  which,  and  generally  dipping  to  the  west,  we  find  the 
sandstones  and  slates  on  the  western  fiauk  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains as  presented  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  White  Sulphur  springs. 
Among  the  numerous  ranges  of  similar  structure  to  that  exhibited 
in  the  profile,  and  which  are  usually  denoted  by  the  common  name 
of  Alleghany,  veins  of  coal  have  been  discovered  in  many  places, 
and  the  black  shale  usually  accompanying  this  mineral  is  of  frequent 
occurrence.  One  of  these  veins  is  exhibited  on  the  profile,  as  seen 
Id  the  vicinity  of  Crowe's  near  the  base  of  the  Sweet  Spring  moun- 
tain. A  similar  vein  about  three  miles  north  of  Lewisburg,  fjar- 
nishes  a  coal  which,  according  to  the  trials  which  have  been  made 
of  it  both  in  smiths'  forges  and  in  ordinary  grates,  has  been  shown 
to  be  of  good  quality.  Most,'  if  not  all  of  these  coals,  are  of  the 
semi- bituminous  character,  and  are,  therefore,  not  much  prone  to 
cake  while  burning. 

Bands  of  fossiliferous  slate  and  sandstone  are  exposed  to  view  in 
many  places  among  the  mountain  ridges  of  this  region.  The  hard 
dark  brownish  sandstone,  generally  seen  lying  in  bands  of  a  few 
inches  thickness,  is  often  largely  stocked  with  fossil  impressions. 
A  single  stroke  of  the  hammer  will  frequently  reveal,  over  aa  ex- 
tensive even  surface  of  the  fractured  rock,  multitudes  of  such  casts, 
chiefiy  the  joints  of  Encrini  of  various  species ;  and  so  common  is 
the  fossiliferous  rock  throughout  these  mountains,  that  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  broken  masses  met  with  in  the  channels  of  the  streams 
and  in  the  numerous  dry  ravines  which  form  the  beds  of  winter 
torrents,  are  rich  in  curious  and  instructive  fossil  traces. 

The  calcareous  matter  which  once  formed  so  large  a  portion  of 
these  various,  rocks  in  the  shape  of  shells  and  zoophytes,  has  entirely 
disappeared,  leaving  hollow  moulds,  marking  the  form  and  character 
of  the  fossils  which  have  been  dissolved  away.  Yet  so  distinctly 
do  these  casts  preserve  all  the  delicate  lines  and  marks  of  their 
originals  or  sems,  that  they  furnish  the  scientific  observer  with  a 
Bufiiciently  definite  knowledge  of  their  peculiarities  to  enable  him 
to  refer  them  to  their  proper  places  in  the  arrangements  of  the 
naturalist,  and  by  comparing  them  with  the  fossils  of  other  strata 
and  other  regions,  to  make  important  inferences  concerning  the 
geological  epoch  of  their  existence. 

In  the  limestones  of  this  region  fossil  impressions  are  equally 
abundant.  At  Callahan's  and  near  Crowe's,  the  mass  of  the  rock 
appears  chiefiy  to  consist  of  solid  casts  of  shells,  which,  with  a  little 
care,  may  frequently  be  detached  entire,  exhibiting  unimpaired,  all 
the  peculiar  features  of  the  shells  themselves.  Perfect  specimens  of 
several  species  of  Terebratula  and  Productus  may  be  procured  at 
these  ana  numerous  other  localities;  and  with  a  little  research,  a 
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rich  collection  of  fossils  may  b©  gathered  in  almost  any  part  of  tbis 
region,  comprising  a  variety  of  species  unknown  in  the  geology  of 
Europe.  Seeing,  from  the  character  of  these  impressions,  that  the 
living  beings  whose  traces  are  thus  engraved  upon  the  rocks,  were 
once  the  inhabitants  of  an  ocean,  we  reflect  with  wonder  upon  the 
curious  geological  changes  which  have  occurred  since  the  period  in 
which  the  exuvite  of  these  shell  fish  and  zoophytes  were  gradually 
accumulated  in  the  sand  and  mud  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  and  we 
look  with  new  interest  and  astonishment  upon  the  solid  texture  and 
towering  height  of  the  rocky  strata  in  which  these  unequivocal 
traces  of  oceanic  life  are  thus  durably  impressed. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  of  the  rocks  occurring  in  this  region, 
is  the  brownish  slate,  of  which  the  firm  and  even  surface  of  our 
mountain  roads  is  now  frequently  formed.  The  existence  of  this 
admirable  material  immediately  adjacent  to  the  roads  in  many  parts 
of  this  region  has  already  exerted  a  most  happy  effect  in  their  con- 
struction and  improvement,  and  has  rendered  them  for  beauty  and 
convenience,  desei'vedly  the  boast  of  this  portion  of  the  state. 

The  numerous  mineral  springs  for  which  this  region  is  so  cele- 
brated, and  which,  perhaps,  oonstitute  its  most  valuable  possession, 
could  not  be  properly  described  m  the  narrow  compass  of  the  pres- 
ent report;  and  as  injustice  might  be  done  by  such  meagre  notices 
as  it  would  be  possible  to  introduce,  a  special  description  of  their 
character  and  contents,  and  of  the  geological  features  of  the  sur- 
rounding country,  will  be  reserved  for  another  publication,  now 
in  progress,  in  which  such  details  will  be  given  in  all  the  amplitude 
they  deserve,  and  from  which,  should  the  minute  geology  of  this  and 
other  parts  of  the  state  be  called  for  by  the  legislature,  all  the  im- 
portant particulars  bearing  upon  this  point  will  be  borrowed  and 
incorporated  in  a  more  detailed  report 

Among  the  general  considerations  in  relation  to  them,  which 
may  with  propriety  be  introduced  in  tins  place,  it  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  while  the  thermal  springs  to  which  we  have  referred,  in 
treating  of  the  Worm  Spring  valley  and  other  places,  appear  to  be 
indebted  for  their  impregnation  chiefly  to  rocks  of  a  calcareous  de- 
scription, and  are  accordingly  found  either  in  or  near  euch  rocks, 
the  sulphuretted  springs  now  referred  to,  among  which  are  tlie 
White,  Red,  Salt,  Blue  and  Grey  sulphur  springs,  appear  to  derive 
most  of  their  ingredients  from  pyritous  slates,  and  will  therefore  be 
observed  to  rise  through  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  strata  of  this 
nature.  Of  these  the  White  Sulphur  is  the  only  one  which  can  he 
regarded  as  decidedly  thermal,  its  temperature  being  about  64°, 
while  the  others  do  not  vary  considerably  from  the  usual  tempera- 
ture of  the  ordinary  springs  around  them. 

Another  point  of  a  general  character  which  may  be  noticed  here, 
is  the  radical  difference  as  to  saline  and  gaseous  ingredients  ob- 
servable between  the  springs  formerly  alluded  to,  and  those  of 
which  we  now  speak.  All  the  waters  of  the  Warm  and  Hot  and 
Sweet  Springs  valleys,  and  several  others  of  analogous  character, 
and  highly  thermal  temperature,  discharge  considerable  quantities 
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of  free  gas,  consisting  of  carbonic  acid  and  nitrogen,  of  which  the 
latter  was  first  distinctly  recognized  bj  myself,  and  found  in  general 
to  be  present  in  very  great  proportion.  - 

At  the  same  time  a  large  amount  of  carbonic  acid  is  held  in 
combination  in  these  waters,  imparting  the  acidalous  character  for 
which  some  of  them  are  remarked,  and  giving  them  the  power  as 
^ready  mentioned  of  holding  large  quantities  of  carbonate  of  lime 
dtseolved.  This  acid  impregnation  is  in  no  instance  more  strikingly 
manifested  than  in  the  waters  of  the  Sweet  Spring  yalley,  of  which 
that  of  the  Red  spring  about  a  mile  below  the  principal  fountain  of 
the  Sweet  springs,  presents  an  amount  of  the  combined  gas  equal  in 
volume  to  about  one  half  of  that  of  the  water  itself. 

Another  important  distinctive  feature  in  the  constitution  of  the 
class  of  springs  here  spoken  of,  is  the  large  amount  of  the  carbonates^ 
principally  that  of  lime,  and  the  comparatively  small  proportion  of 
the  mlphates  with  which  they  are  impregnated. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  class  oi  sulphuretUd  toaten  as  exemplified 
in  the  springs  previously  named,  contain  but  little  carbonic  acid, 
and  a  comparatively  minute  amount  of  carbonate  of  lime,  or  other 
carbonates,  while  they  are  richly  fraught  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
gas  and  various  sulphates,  of  which  those  of  lime  and  magnesia  are 
present  in  most  considerable  proportion.  Besides  the  several  points 
of  distinction  above  referred  to,  it  may  be  further  added  that  the 
sulphuretted  waters  are  in  general  impregnated  with  various  or- 
ganic matters  of  very  peculiar  characters,  which  by  collecting  in 
the  reservoirs  and  channels  of  the  springs,  in  mixture  with  precipi- 
tated sulphur,  hove,  by  the  various  beautiful  colours  which  they 
impart,  given  rise  to  the  diflferent  appellations  by  which  the  more 
celebrated  of  these  fountains  are  now  known.  But  while  such  gen- 
eral resemblances  as  have  been  described,  will  be  found  to  prevail 
among  the  several  springs  of  each  class  as  thus  characterisetl,  it  is  at 
the  same  time  to  be  remarked  that  they  possess  striking  individual 
peculiarities,  imparting  to  each  an  amount  and  species  of  medicinal 
agency  in  some  degree  appropriate  to  itself. 

Viewed  simply  in  relation  to  the  number,  variety  and  high  repu- 
tation of  its  mineral  waters,  this  region  is  well  entitled  to  be  proud 
of  the  vast  resources  of  which  it  is  possessed.  Grouped  as  these 
springs  are  at  moderate  distances  apart,  presenting  within  the  same 
district  a  variety  of  medicinal  character,  for  which  in  other  conn- 
tries,  regions  remote  from  each  other  require  to  be  visited  in  suc- 
cession, placed  at  a  point  eaually  accessible  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
seaboard  and  the  great  valley  of  the  west,  and  situated  in  a  region 
of  grateful  summer  temperature  of  salubrious  climate  and  of  pic- 
turesque and  diversified  natural  beauties,  they  are  now  rapidly  attain- 
ing a  celebrity  for  powerful  and  varied  remedial  qualities,  as  well  as 
for  the  refined  social  enjoyments  which  are  annually  gathered  around 
them,  destined  ere  long  to  eclipse  the  older  reputation  of  the  fameil 
fountains  -of  the  northern  state^t,  and  to  vie  even  with  the  long 
established  character  of  the  most  noted  of  the  watering  places  of 
the  old  world. 
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Among  the  valaable  minerals  of  this  portion  of  the  state,  men- 
tion shoaid  be  made  of  the  rich  iron  ores  occarring  along  the  ridges 
in  numerous  places,  and  which,  from  the  frequency  of  coal  seams 
among  these  mountains  will  one  day  be  brought  into  protitable  use. 

Saltpetre  is  found  mingled  with  the  earth  in  many  of  tiie  cavea 
in  this  region,  and  has  been  procured  from  time  to  time  in  consid- 
erable quantities  from  this  source.  This  earth  or  petre-dirt,  as  it  is 
called,  is  obviously  a  sediment  deposited  from  the  waters,  formerly 
or  at  the  present  time  found  within  the  caves,  and  has  sometimes  a 
texture  of  such  impalpable  fineness  as  to  indicate  tl)at  the  deposition 
took  place  while  the  liquid  was  in  a  very  quiet  state.  Besides  the 
saltpetre  or  nitrate  of  potash,  it  also  contains  a  large  amount  of 
nitrate  of  lime,  which,  by  the  usual  process  of  mingling  the  wash- 
ings of  common  ashes  with  those  of  the  petre-dirt,  is  by  a  direct 
chemical  action  converted  into  saltpetre.  Immense  heaps  of  the 
earth  from  which  the  salt  was  formerly  obtained,  may  be  seen  in 
some  of  the  wide  chambers  of  the  Singing  and  other  caves,  which 
tliere  is  reason  to  believe,  in  process  of  time,  will  become  as  rich  in 
this  substance  as  before. 

In  the  same  caves  Gypsum  is  also  found  mingled  w^ith  the  petre- 
dirt  and  sometimes  enclosing  large  lumps  of  it  in  a  thick  crystalline 
envelope.  In  the  Organ  cave  so  much  of  it  is  found  both  in  this 
condition  and  replacing  the  shells  originally  existing  in  the  slaty 
limestone,  as  to  make  it  worthy  of  enquiry,  whether  it  might  be 
turned  to  profitable  use. 

Returning  to  the  profile  at  the  point  marking  the  intersection  of 
Howard's  creek  with  the  line  of  observation,  we  remark  the  com- 
mencement of  a  series  of  sandstones  and  slates  differing  from  tliose 
of  the  Alleghany,  and  presenting  that  want  of  accordance  in  the  dip 
which  may  probably  mark  the  beginning  of  the  great  western  series. 
The  rocks  of  the  former  kind  here  exhibit  what  is  called  a  diagonal 
lamination^  a  structure  very  general  among  the  sandstones  of  the 
west,  and  one  from  which  the  geologist  derives  important  hints  as 
to  the  natural  circumstances  existing  when  these  strata  were  de- 
posited. 

On  the  eastern  side  of  the  Greenbrier,  is  an  outlying  hill  com- 
posed of  horizontal  beds  of  limestone,  resting  upon  red  and  green 
friable  slate.  At  several  points  south  of  this,  in  a  direction  towards 
the  Salt  Sulphur  springs  and  Uniontown,  this  limestone  is  discov- 
ered, and  in  proceeding  some  distance  towards  these  points,  the 
hills  as  well  as  the  valleys  present  scarcely  any  otlier  rock  but  a 
limestone,  w^hich,  judging  by  its  fossils  and  other  characters,  may  be 
regarded  as  probably  the  same  as  that  here  represented.  Beyond 
this  point,  we  meet  with  west-dipping  strata  of  reddish  shale,  with 
a  thin  band  of  limestone  on  the  descent  of  the  hill  approaching 
Lewisburg.  This  brings  us  into  the  fine  lime  stone  valley,  on  the 
confines  of  which  that  town  is  situated,  and  here  we  find  the  rock 
dipping  at  first  very  gently  to  the  west,  tlien  becoming  Jiorizontal 
with  slight  undulations,  covered  beyond  Tutwiler's  with  a  soft 
arenaceous  rock,  approaching  to  sandstone  in  appearance,  but  which 
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is  in  reality  merely  the  earthy  iDSolnble  portion  of  an  impare  lime- 
stone, from  which  the  calcareous  matter  has  been  all  dissolved  away. 
Beyond  this  point,  the  limestone  rises  with  an  eastern  dip,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Milligan^s  creek,  after  which,  at  the  eastern  base  of 
Muddy  Creek  mountain,  it  is  seen  dipping  westward  beneath  and 
mingled  with  the  strata  of  soft  slate,  and  again  appears  on  the  west- 
em  side  of  this  ridge  Dear  its  base,  coming  out  with  a  dip  in  the 
opposite  direction.  Finally,  it  shows  itself  capping  the  remoter  part 
of  Brushy  Kidge  and  dipping  in  a  westerly  direction,  as  if  prolonged 
beneath  the  heavy  beds  of  slate  and  sandstone  of  which  the  Meadow 
mountain  is  composed.  After  this,  it  is  not  observed  to  re-appear 
in  proceeding  further  west. 

Whether  as  has  been  supposed,  the  limestone  which  has  just  been 
traced,  is  continuous  with  the  extensive  beds  of  this  description 
which  are  spread  over  a  wide  district  to  the  south,  forming  but  a 
part  of  one  general  deposit  of  which  the  horizontal  limestones  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Salt  Sulphur  springs  and  Unionlown,  and  even 
of  the  Red  Sulphur,  are  merely  other  portions,  it  would  as  yet  be 
premature  to  venture  upon  deciding.  No  such  identity  of  fossil  and 
other  characters  has  so  far  been  observed  in  the  rock  from  these 
different  districts  to  authorize  a  generalization  of  the  kind,  and  it 
must  be  left  to  minute  future  investigation  to  ascertain  the  true  re« 
lations  subsisting  between  these  beds. 

The  extent  of  the  limestone  region  south  and  west  of  Union,  is 
as  yet  bat  imperfectly  ascertained.  Passing  the  Grey  Sulphur 
springs  and  proceeding  to  the  south-east  side  of  the  Peters  moun- 
tain, we  find  around  the  base  of  the  AnceVs  Rest  and  Salt  Pond 
mountains,  and  throughout  the  valley  in  which  Pearisburg  issitnated, 
a  wide  extending  stratum  of  nearly  horizontal  hmestone,  much  of 
which  along  the  New  river,  is  remarkable  for  containing  masses  of 
siliceous  rock,  embedded  in  its  substance,  sometimes  having  the 
horny  aspect  and  hardness  of  genuine  flints.  Most  of  these  frag- 
ments, however,  are  irregular  in  form,  and  bear  a  striking  resem- 
blance to  the  white  and  very  compact  sandstone  which  is  seen  pro- 
fusely strewing  the  flanks  of  the  Peters  mount^un,  for  many  miles 
around.  In  several  specimens,  I  thought  I  could  perceive  indis- 
tinct traces  of  encrini,  such  as  are  frequent  in  that  rock.  Possibly, 
however,  these  masses  may  have  become  entangled  in  cavities  on 
the  limestone,  in  which  by  chemical  action  they  were  subsequently 
cemented. 

One  of  the  most  curious  objects  in  the  particular  district  of 
which  we  have  just  been  treating,  is  the  lake  near  the  summit  of 
the  Salt  Pond  monntain.  The  erroneous  impressions  and  absurd 
speculations  to  which  it  has  given  rise,  will  be  accepted  as  an  apol- 
ogy for  the  few  descriptive  remarks  which  1  shall  here  present. 
This  beautiful  sheet  of  water  is  situated  at  the  intersection  of  the 
Salt  Pond  mountain  and  several  of  its  spurs,  and  not,  as  is  commonly 
supposed,  on  the  top  of  the  mountain.  Its  height  above  the  base 
of  the  mountain,  is  probably  from  900  to  1000  feet,  but  it  is  sur- 
rounded by  steep  and  lofty  hills  on  every  side,  excepting  that  by 
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which  it  18  approached,  and  that  throagh  which  its  waters  find  a 
small  outlet,  falling  in  a  picturesque  cascade  of  great  height,  and 
then  flowing  rapidly  into  the  creek  below.  The  outlet  appears  for- 
merly to  have  been  deeper  than  at  present,  and  the  extent  of  the  lake 
was  therefore  much  less  than  it  now  is.  Rocks  and  earth  gradually 
accumulating  at  the  passage,  have  dammed  the  waters  up,  and  hence 
the  trees  and  shrubs  which  grew  upon  its  margin,  may  now  be  seen 
sometimes  standing  erect  at  a  considerable  depth  beneath  its  sur- 
face. Its  length  is  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile — ^its  greatest  width 
about  half  a  mile.  By  careful  soundings  from  side  to  side,  in  many 
parts  of  it,  the  greatest  depth  that  could  be  found  was  from  56  to  60 
feet ;  but  such  was  the  transparency  of  the  water,  that  the  bottom 
could  be  seen  nearly  in  its  deepest  parts.  No  animal  is  found  in  it 
but  a  small  species  of  salamander  or  water  lizard. 

Of  the  southrweat  portion  of  the  state  so  little  is  known,  further 
than  the  existence  and  value  of  its  gypsum,  lead,  salt  and  iron,  that 
no  general  views,  even  of  its  important  geological  features,  can  be 
ventured  on  with  safety  for  the  present.  Even  the  tracing  of  the 
limits  of  those  formations  that  connect  a  portion  of  it  geologically 
with  the  great  Virginia  valley,  would  as  yet  be  premature ;  and  of 
the  true  character  of  the  more  western  parts,  we  have  no  means  at 
present  of  forming  any  accurate  opinion.  Hence  in  introducing  the 
few  remarks  relating  to  its  structure  and  economical  resources  which 
I  shall  presently  bring  forward,  little  or  no  regard  will  be  paid  to 
any  imaginary  lines  of  deraarkation,  which  might  be  conceived  sepa- 
rating from  each  other  the  distinct  geological  formations  which  there 
is  but  little  doubt  that  it  includes. 

Through  an  exclusive  attention  to  the  direction  of  the  drainage 
of  the  northern  and  eastern  portions  of  this  division  of  the  state — 
as,  for  example,  in  Montgomery  county — the  designation  of  Alle- 
ghany has  been  very  strangely  and  unphilosophically  applied  to  a 
comparatively  elevated  portion  of  the  table  lands  of  that  county — 
and  guided  by  the  same  principle,  in  tracing  a  supposed  connected 
chain  which  forms  the  water-shed  of  both  the  east  and  west-dis- 
charging rivers,  the  same  title  has  been  applied  to  a  portion  of  the 
Blue  Ridge,  constituting  the  western  boundary  of  Patrick  and 
Grayson  counties.  Thus  we  have  the  same  term  applied  successively 
to  ridges  entirely  dissimilar  in  regard  to  the  materials  of  which  they 
are  composed,  and  the  epochs  to  which  they  are  geologically  to  be 
referred;  and  what  is  of  much  more  practical  importance,  mistaken 
conceptions  of  the  nature  and  resources  of  tliese  districts  will  be  al- 
most certainly  suggested,  on  a  first  view  of  them,  as  delineated  upon 
the  map,  from  the  prevailing  idea,  that  a  continuous  mountain  chain, 
thus  bearing  a  common  designation  along  its  entire  extent,  must  of 
course  exhibit  great  similarity  in  structure  and  materials  through- 
out all  its  parts.  Nor  is  this  all :  by  following  the  fallacious  guide 
of  the  direction  of  the  drainage,  instead  of  actually  tracing  continu- 
ous ridges,  likely  to  present  a  general  similarity  in  character  through- 
out, we  are  in  many  cases  giving  an  imaginary  continuity  to  elevated 
portions  of  land  frequently  belonging  to  successive  ridges,  and  thus 
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creating  in  imagination  a  connected  mountain  in  a  direction  or  di- 
rections in  which  none  snch  actually  exists.  Hence,  nothing  is  more 
common  in  descriptions  than  to  hear  of  the  AReghajay  pamng  under 
the  Peters  mountain,  near  the  Sweet  springs,  traversing  the  various 
ridges  to  the  east  until  it  arrives  at  Ghristiansburg,  and  thence  by 
many  crooked  courses,  tending  towards  the  Blue  Ridge,  until  reach- 
ing  that  mountain,  it  suddenly  cuts  it  off,  and  bends  its  own  course 
to  the  south-west.  But  during  all  this  description,  the  speaker  is 
seldom  aware  that  he  is  describing  what,  to  a  great  extent  has  no 
original  in  nature,  and  that  what  he  represents  as  one  mountain,  a 
continuation  of  the  great  Alleghany  of  the  upper  and  middle  portions 
of  the  state,  here  striking  across  the  numerous  ridges  to  the  east, 
and  making  its  way  in  that  direction  under  and  over  and  through 
the  numerous  mountains  which  seem  crowded  in  a  phalanx  to  resist 
its  course,  is,  in  reality,  through  much  of  its  extent,  only  a  series  of 
spurs,  sometiuoes  merely  elevated  table  lands,  dissimilar  in  structure 
and  origin  amongst  each  other,  and  only  associated  in  an  imaginary 
connection  by  the  accidental  circumstance  that  they  form  one  portion 
of  the  water-shed  of  the  east  and  west-discharging  rivers.  A  more 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  topography  of  the  state,  and  more  judi- 
cious principles  in  the  application  of  terms,  will,  it  is  hoped,  at  some 
future  day,  correct  this  preposterous  error  in  the  designation  of  our 
mountains,  and  will  substitute  on  our  map  such  names  as  the  real 
constitution  of  ridges  of  analogous  formation  throughout,  would 
render  natural  and  appropi^ate.  Thus  the  western  boundary  of 
Patrick  and  Grayson  ought  to  be  called  Blue  Ridge,  and  no  ridge  or 
mountain  east  of  the  Peters  mountain  can,  with  the  least  propriety, 
be  entitled  Alleghany. 

Op  thb  South -webtebw  Distbiot  of  the  State. 

In  exhibitinfr  a  few  particulars  relating  to  the  mineral  structure 
and  resources  of  the  sonth>west,  we  will  confine  our  attention  chiefly 
to  the  limestone,  lead,  gypsum,  salt,  and  coal,  which  it  possesses. 

Much  of  this  region  is  overspread  with  fossiliferous  limestone 
of  various  kinds,  as  well  as  other  varieties  containing  no  fossils,  and 
approaching  in  some  places  to  the  character  of  marble.  Semi- 
bituminous  coal  is  found  in  several  localities,  as  on  Strouble^s  run, 
&c.,  in  Montgomery,  and  in  other  places  in  the  Brushy  and  Walker^s 
mountain.    Iron  ore  is  also  abundant  in  the  same  districts. 

The  lead  ares  of  Wythe,  under  judicious  management  in  the 
working,  and  with  favourable  means  of  conveying  the  resulting  metal 
to  the  proper  market,  could  not  fail  to  become  a  large  source  of 
profit  to  the  state.  In  the  forms  of  sulphuret  and  carbonate,  they 
contain  a  large  per  centage  of  the  metal,  and  require  no  expensive 
arrangements  for  the  reduction,  the  sulphur  in  the  one,  and  the 
carbonic  acid  in  the  other,  readily  escaping  under  the  application 
of  a  heat  of  moderate  intensity.  Both  of  these  ores  are  wrought, 
although  of  late  it  would  appear  that  the  carbonate  is  preferred, 
on  account,  it  is  said,  of  its  yielding  a  lead  of  purer  quality.    The 
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sulpbnret,  as  is  freqneotly  the  case,  contains  probably  antimony 
or  ai^senic,  perhaps  both,  while  tlie  carbonate  is  oinch  more 
likely  to  include  no  other  metallic  ingredient  but  the  lead.  Until 
lately,  the  ore  of  this  description,  from  its  earthy  appearance  in  most 
cases  and  its  total  want  of  an  external  metallic  aspect,  had  been  re- 
jected as  of  no  value,  and  it  was  only  by  accident  that  its  character 
was  revealed  to  those  who  were  working  in  the  mines. 

The  snlphuret  or  blue  ore  (Galena)  occurs  in  veins  of  rotten  or 
chalky  limestone ;  the  carbonate,  in  beds  generally  situated  at  the 
intersection  of  the  veins.  In  the  extraction  of  tlie  metal  the  fuel 
employed  is  wood,  and  the  operation  is  performed  in  a  simple  rever- 
beratory  furnace. 

The  gypsum^  as  far  as  certainly  known,  occurs  over  a  space  about 
20  miles  in  length,  and  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  but  probably  the  area 
actually  occupied  by  it  is  much  more  considerable.  The  depth  to 
which  it  extends  in  some  places  is  enormously  great.  It  lies  in  beds 
between  strata  of  limestone,  slate,  and  sometimes  sandstone,  and 
has  to  be  penetra*«d  for  a  great  depth  in  boring  for  salt  water.  In 
some  cases  it  is  said  to  have  a  thickness  of  nearly  800  feet,  including 
the  bands  of  rock  among  which  it  is  stratified.  Its  condition  is 
either  that  of  a  fibrous  crystalline  mass  of  nearly  perfect  purity,  or 
a  granular  bluish  grey  and  veined  rook,  containing  a  small  amount 
of  eartli,  but  still  as  little  mingled  with  extraneous  matter  as  any  of 
tlie  imported  plaister.  This  precious  material,  o w  ing  to  the  difiiculty 
of  transportation,  is  yet  unknown  at  any  distance  towards  the  sea- 
board, but  during  favorable  seasons  it  is  conveyed  in  arks  down  the 
Ilolston,  to  the  south-western  states,  and  in  this  way  yields  a  hand- 
some profit.  With  facilities  of  transportation,  what  incalculable 
benefits  might  the  great  valley  of  Virginia,  and  much  of  the  region 
west,  as  well  as  east  of  it,  derive  from  this  invaluable  deposit,  and 
what  an  active  and  productive  commerce  might  it  give  rise  to 
throughout  that  region  in  which  it  is  found! 

The  Salines  constitute  another  of  the  treasures  of  this  district  of 
the  state.  As  yet  but  little  has  been  done,  either  towards  deter- 
mining the  extent  of  the  saliferous  strata,  or  the  chemical  nature  of 
the  various  ingredients,  besides  the  common  salt,  which  the  brine 
holds  dissolved.  At  the  salt  works  on  the  Ilolston,  the  wells  are 
usually  from  two  to  three  hundred  feet  in  depth,  presenting  strata 
of  limestone  near  the  surface,  sandstone  or  slate  alternating  with 
beds  of  gypsum  several  feet  in  thickness,  next  beneath,  and  finally,  a 
stratum  of  clay,  within  which  the  salt  water  is  procured.  This  clay 
is  of  a  reddish  aspect,  and  a  very  argillaceous  texture,  being  in  all 
probability  a  softened  shale,  sucli  as  that  of  the  brine  springs  and 
rock  salt  of  Cheshire  in  England.  In  fact,  a  marked  analogy  is  pre- 
sented in  the  structure  of  the  salt  region  of  the  Holston,  and  that  of 
Cheshire.  In  the  latter,  beds  of  gypsum  are  found  alternating  with 
strata  of  indurated  clays  and  sands,  approaching  to  slates  and  sand- 
stones ;  and  carbonate  of  lime  exists  largely  in  the  strata  lying  near 
the  surface.  In  all  of  these  particulars  the  salt  region  of  the  Holston 
corresponds  with  it  very  closely. 
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The  great  value  of  the  Ohesbire  region,  however,  results  from  the 
heavy  beds  of  rock  salt  which  it  includes,  and  of  the  existence  of 
such  upon  the  Uolston,  though  far  from  improbable,  no  positive 
testimony  has  as  yet  been  obtained. 

The  curious  fact,  that  on  some  occasions  granules  or  small  crys- 
tals of  salt  are  brought  up  by  the  water  of  the  wells,  is  certainly 
very  much  in  favour  of  the  opinion,  that  such  beds  of  the  massive  salt 
do  actually  exist  at  depths  to  which  the  borings  hitherto  made  have 
not  extended,  and  furnishes  strong  additional  incentives  to  a  perse- 
vering and  thorough  exploration  by  borings  in  numerous  places 
penetrating  to  still  greater  depths. 

The  proportion  of  common  salt  varies  with  different  wells,  and 
even  in  the  same  is  not  perfectly  uniform.  In  some  cases  10  gallons 
of  the  brine  will  yield  one  gallon  of  salt,  in  others  16  are  necessary. 
Taking  the  specific  gravity  of  salt  at  about  2.6,  and  allowing  some- 
thing for  the  interstices  in  the  dry  measure,  we  would  have  in  the 
fonner  case  a  strength  of  about  20  per  cent.  Gypsum  is  always 
present  in  the  brine,  and  is  almost  the  only  impurity  in  it. 

Of  the  eoal  occurring  in  Montgomery,  and  other  parts  of  the 
S.W.  region,  nothing  at  present  need  be  added,  as  the  remarks  al- 
ready made  in  regard  to  the  beds  of  the  same  variety  of  this  mineral, 
occurring  in  the  Catawba  mountain  and  elsewhere,  would  be  equally 
applicable  to  those  found  further  south.  Iron  ore  of  a  very  peculiar 
character  is  found  in  Grayson  and  Wythe,  &c.,  yielding  in  some 
cases,  by  the  usual  smelting  process,  a  metal  having  all  the  qualities 
of  steel. 

The  Great  Western  Bituminous  Coal  and  Salt  Region. 

We  come  now  to  treat  of  that  enormous  area  of  nearly  horizon- 
tal strata  which  we  have  designated  as  the  fifth  great  geologicfU 
Kubdivision  of  Virginia.  It  comprises,  as  already  shown,  the  large 
territory  lying  between  the  western  limits  of  the  state  and  an  irreg- 
ular line  of  mountain  ranges  as  yet  imperfectly  determined,  but 
nearly  coinciding  with  the  eastern  front  ridge  of  the  Alleghany,  the 
Greenbrier  mountains  and  the  Great  Flat  Top  mountain.  No  sec- 
tion of  the  whole  state  offers  perhaps  so  much  that  is  character- 
istic, either  in  its  physical  geography  or  geological  structure,  and 
none  holds  out  richer  promise  of  valuable  practical  results  as  soon 
as  it  shall  be  systematically  explored.  By  far  the  greatest  portion, 
if  not  all,  of  its  strata  belong  to  a  group  of  formations,  distinguished 
not  only  in  America  but  throughout  the  world,  as  being  the  chief 
depositories  of  hituminaus  eoal.  The  title  of  the  western  carbonif- 
erous region  might  therefore  seem  to  be  appropriately  applicable  to 
it,  were  we  sure  that  it  might  not  convey  to  geologists  and  others  a 
possibly  erroneous  conception  of  the  class  of  rocks  which  it  com- 
prehends. .  While  it  is  clearly  referable  to  the  general  period  of  the 
bituminous  coal,  it  is  by  no  means  meant  to  signify  that  the  rocks 
of  the  region  correspond  with  any  exactitude,  or  indeed  have  any 
mineralogical  analogy  to  the  strata  which  comprise  the  bituminous 
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coal  formation  of  most  geological  writers.  Nor,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  it  settled,  that  the  era  of  their  production  was  precisely  the  same 
during  which  the  coal  beds  of  other  countries  were  deposited.  We 
hold  it  to  be  altogether  premature,  while  the  geologists  of  America 
are  yet  only  on  the  threshold  of  their  researches,  to  endeavour  to 
establish  an  identity  of  Tiames  between  our  strata  and  those  of  Eu- 
rope. This  too  frequent  error,  prejudges  all  the  broader  and  more 
lofty  generalizations  of  the  science,  in  a  spirit  of  caution,  there- 
fore, dictated  by  the  many  blunders  daily  committed  in  the  nomen- 
clature of  our  rocks,  we  shall  abstain  from  giving  them  a  class  of 
European  names,  not  always  indeed  applicable  in  the  countries 
where  they  are  employed,  and  certainly  less  so  in  a  region  of  widely 
different  structure,  separated  by  the  great  interval  of  the  Atlantic. 
The  little  that  can  be  said  in  a  detailed  way  upon  particular  strata 
will  be  descriptive,  being  convinced  that  points  of  nomenclature 
and  classification  cannot  be  ventured  upon  with  profit  until  there  . 
shall  have  been  collected  a  vast  deal  more  of  minute  information 
than  is  now  before  us. 

This  western  section  of  Virginia  is  characterized  throughout  by 
geographical  features  of  great  simplicity.  The  surface  of  the  region 
is  undulating,  and  towards  its  south-eastern  limit,  mountainous ;  but 
the  loftiest  hills  rise  in  gently  swelling  outlines,  and  no  very  promi- 
nent peaks  tower  in  acute  and  ragged  lines,  to  denote  that  the  strata 
have  been  subjected  to  violent  convulsive  and  upheaving  forces. 
Everything  bespeaks  it  to  have  been  at  one  time  an  expanded  plain 
gently  tilted  from  the  horizontal  position,  so  that  its  surface  and  the 
beds  of  rock  beneath  decline  with  a  slight  but  very  uniform  depres- 
sion, very  generally  towards  the  north-west  to  the  valley  of  the 
Ohio. 

The  form,  direction  and  character  of  both  hills  and  valleys,  give 
evidence  that  its  inequalities  of  surface  were  caused  by  the  furrow- 
ing action  of  a  mighty  and  devastating  rush  of  waters,  which  by  a 
rapid  drainage  scooped  out  enormous  valleys  and  basins  in  the  upper 
strata,  the  remnants  of  which  are  consequently  traceable  across  the 
widest  valleys  from  hill  to  hill,  holding  the  same  elevation,  thick- 
ness and  inclination  to  the  horizon.  It  is  from  this  deep  excava- 
tion of  the  strata  by  natural  causes,  combined  with  the  other  im- 
portant circumstances  of  a  nearly  horizontal  position,  that  we  are 
to  draw  our  estimate  of  the  prodigious  resources  of  a  mineral  kind 
possessed  by  the  region  before  ns.  "Whatever  valuable  materials  lie 
included  in  the  strata  of  the  district,  coal,  salt,  limestone  or  iron 
ore,  the  horizontal  position  alluded  to  keeps  them  near  the  surface, 
or  at  an  accessible  aepth,  over  enormously  wide  spaces  of  country, 
while  the  trough-like  structure  of  the  valleys,  and  their  great  depth, 
exposes  the  edges  of  many  of  these  deposits  to  the  day,  under  posi- 
tions in  which  mining  is  the  easiest  imaginable,  and  with  an  extent 
of  development  not  less  accommodating  to  the  researches  of  the 
scientific  geologist  than  bountiful  to  the  wants  of  the  community. 
The  same  features  prevail  in  the  tertiary  or  tide  water  district  of 
the  state,  and  ought  to  awaken  there  a  corresponding  feeling  of 
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congratulation.  The  only  essential  difference  of  structure,  is  the 
far  greater  depths  to  which  the  beds  of  this  western  t-erritory  have 
been  excavated  or  denuded.  A  greater  number  of  strata  are  there 
laid  open,  contributing  to  render  the  deep-seated  beds  of  coal  as  ac- 
cessible as  the  superficial  marls  of  the  lower  section  of  the  state, 
and  thereby  to  preserve  a  beautiful  balance  in  the  resources  of  the 
two  respective  regions. 

Tlie  portion  of  the  profile  representing  this  vast  and  afSnent  di- 
vision of  the  state,  aloug  the  particular  line  to  which  our  observa- 
tions were  chiefly  directed,  may  be  regarded  as  commencing  with 
the  Meadow  mountain,  and  extending  as  far  as  the  Ohio ;  but  by 
starting  from  the  point  here  indicated,  it  is  by  no  means  intended  to 
imply  that  the  great  western  series  of  secondary  rocks  here  actually 
commence.  So  far  as  an  inspection  of  the  ground  along  the  route 
observed  may  be  regarded  as  furnishing  information  upon  this  inter- 
,  esting  point,  the  probable  beginning  of  this  series  is  to  be  looked 
for  further  to  the  east,  and  in  all  likelihood,  is  placed  on  the  western 
bank  of  Howard^s  creek,  the  only  position  in  which  an  approach  to 
unconformable  stratification  was  observed.  As  however  we  have 
already  described  the  limestones  of  the  Lewisburg  valley  and  the 
other  strata  with  which  they  are  immediately  associated,  and  as 
moreover  our  chief  object  at  present  is  the  presenting  some  par- 
ticulars relating  to  that  portion  of  the  great  western  series  which  is 
first  distinctly  observed  towards  the  summit  of  the  Meadow  moun- 
tain, we  shall  waive  all  merely  scientific  enquiries  with  respect  to 
the  precise  boundary  of  the  western  rocks,  and  proceed  briefly  to 
describe  the  structure  of  this  region  westward  fiom  the  point  al- 
ready indicated. 

Ascending  the  Meadow  mountiun,  we  meet  with  blue  and  red 
slate  in  a  friable  condition,  until  we  arrive  at  a  point  more  than 
half  way  to  the  top,  where  grey  sandstones  make  their  appearance, 
forming  the  cap  of  the  mountain,  and  like  the  slates  beneath,  dipping 
with  a  gentle  inclination  to  the  west ;  descending  on  the  western 
side  the  slates  again  appear,  and  continue  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  extensive  flat  reaching  to  the  base  of  the  Little  Sewell,  on  the 
eastern  side  of  which  they  are  soon  lost,  and  a  grey  sandstone,  like 
that  already  remarked,  again  comes  into  view.  The  upper  portion 
of  the  Little  Sewell  consists  of  a  grey  and  white  sandstone,  identi- 
cal with  that  observed  in  progressing  further  west.  Ilere  one  or 
more  seams  of  coal  have  been  discovered.  On  the  western  flank  of 
this  mountain,  the  red  slate  is  again  observed  dipping  gently  west 
beneath  the  other  rocks,  and  here  finally  disappearing  under  the 
beds  of  sandstone  accumulating  in  thickness  in  our  progress  west. 
Continuing  in  the  same  direction,  a  series  of  these  sandstones  of 
various  hues  and  different  textures,  including  numerous  seams  of 
coal,  and  all  dipping  as  before,  but  with  a  diminishing  inclination, 
so  as  in  fact  to  approach  nearly  to  the  horizontal,  accompany  us 
through  the  Big  Sewell,  Davy's  mountain,  Bracken's  Ridge,  Dog- 
wood Ridge,  Gauley  mountain,  &c.,  to  a  point  west  of  CampbelFs 
creek,  where  a  gentle  counter  dip  of  the  same  rocks  may  be  re- 
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marked,  soon,  however,  exchanged  for  the  general  direction  before 
observed.  Here,  as  indicated  in  the  profile,  three  great  seams  of 
coal  display  tliemselves  almost  continnously  for  a  distance  of  abont 
12  miles,  stretching  in  parallel  and  nearly  horizontal  bands  along 
the  almost  mountainous  clitfs  forming  the  boundaries  of  the  rich 
and  lovely  valley  of  the  Kanawha  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston. 

Beyond  this  point,  the  level  of  the  country  declining,  we  come 
upon  a  series  of  nearly  horizontal  arenaceous  and  argillaceous  rocks 
occasionally  presenting  thin  beds  of  limestone  of  various  degrees  of 
purity,  in  some  cases  containing  sufficient  alumina  to  render  it  valu- 
able for  hydraulic  lime.  This  portion  of  the  series  extends  as  far 
as  the  banks  of  the  Ohio. 

The  sandstones  of  which  it  will  be  seen  so  large  a  portion  of 
this  region  is  composed,  are  remarkable  for  the  enormous  size  of 
some  of  the  fossils  which  they  contain,  and  the  shales  associated 
with  the  coal  are  even  still  more  rich  in  some  places  in  these  colos-  • 
sal  relics  of  a  former  world.  A  striking  feature  already  alluded  to 
in  speaking  of  the  sandstones  near  the  valley  of  Lewisburg,  is  ob- 
served very  generally  throughout  this  region,  and  is  exemplified  in 
some  of  the  cliffs  of  the  New  river  and  Kanawha,  on  a  scale  of  vast 
extent.  I  mean  the  diagonal  lamination  of  the  rock — or,  in  other 
words,  a  subordinate  stratification  oblique  to  the  general  lines  of 
demarkatiOn  of  the  several  parallel  beds  of  which  the  whole  mass 
of  the  cliff  or  mountain  is  composed.  A  similar  fact  was  noticed 
in  describing  the  tertiary  rock  of  broken  shells  at  York,  and  the 
beds  of  gravel  observed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Richmond  and  at 
other  places  in  lower  Virginia.  In  all  these  cases,  a  like  agency  has 
been  at  work  in  producing  this  curious  structure.  In  all  of  them 
we  readily  discover  the  action  of  tides  or  currents,  depositing  upon 
a  surface,  originally,  by  some  accidental  cause,  inclining  to  the  hori- 
zon, the  sands  and  pebbles,  and  other  materials  of  tlie  rock,  and 
thus  adding  layer  after  layer  of  the  deposited  material  in  directions 
parallel  to  the  receiving  surface,  and  therefore  oblique  to  the  general 
horizontal  level.  Changing  intensity  or  direction  in  the  transport- 
ing tide  or  current,  would  be  accompanied  by  an  alteration  in  the 
position  or  direction  of  the  laminre  thus  formed — and  it  is  easy  to 
perceive,  that  an  almost  endless  variety  of  structure  in  this  respect 
might  thus  be  readily  explained.  The  fact  here  noticed,  furnishes 
of  itself  a  striking  evidence,  were  any  such  wanting,  of  the  sub- 
marine origin  of  the  vast  region  of  which  we  are  now  treating. 
But  the  organic  remains  which  these  rocks  entomb,  at  once  demon- 
strate this  to  have  been  the  fact— the  relics  of  marine  animals  being 
the  only  remains  found  among  the  sandstones  which  are  not  imme- 
diately associated  with  the  coal. 

With  the  view  of  illustrating  the  extent  of  mineral  wealth  of 
which  this  region  is  possessed,  and  at  the  same  time  of  indicating 
the  vast  benefits  which  it  may  anticipate  from  a  geological  and 
chemical  investigation  of  these  resources,  I  will  briefly  refer  to 
some  of  the  more  important  deposits  as  yet  known,  of  its  coal  and 
iron  ore  and  salt. 
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At  Wheeling,  and  for  14  miles  down  the  river,  the  cliff  or  bank 
presents  an  uninterrnpted  bed  of  highly  bituminous  coal,  upwards 
of  16  feet  thick,  .and  of  such  a  quality,  as  to  furnish  fuel  for  all  the 
dwellings  and  manufactories  of  that  enterprising  and  prosperous 
town.  Above  and  separated  by  other  beds,  are  two  thinner  layers 
•of  this  material,  but  of  an  inferior  value.  Associated  with  these 
seams  of  coal,  and  lying  above  the  two  lower  ones,  is  a  bed  of  lime- 
stone of  upwards  of  twenty  feet  in  thickness. 

At  Clarksburg  and  northward  down  the  valley  of  the  Mononga- 
hela,  there  exists  one  of  the  richest  coal  deposits  in  the  state.  One 
of  tlie  seams  in  some  places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  town,  is 
from  10  to  12  feet  in  thickness,  below  which,  and  separated  chiefly 
by  a  heavy  bed  of  sandstone,  there  lies  a  thinner  stratum  of  a  more 
highly  bituminous  character.  These  also  are  associated  with  a  layer 
of  limestone.  We  may  form  some  idea  of  the  vast  extent  of  these 
coal  seams  from  the  fact,  that  from  some  distance  above  Clarks- 
burg, they  may  be  followed  with  scarcely  any  interruptions  through- 
out the  whole  length  of  the  valley  of  the  Monongahela  down  to 
Pittsburg.  Ascending  the  Tygart's  Valley  river,  the  coal  dimin- 
ishes in  thickness  and  valuable  qualities,  while  the  sandstones  and 
limestones  increase,  the  latter  in  the  Cheat  and  other  mountains, 
near  the  sources  of  the  river,  having  a  thickness  of  from  60  to  100 
feet. 

Coal  is  also  found,  though  in  less  considerable  seams,  along  the 
valley  of  the  Little  Kanawha.  Near  Hughes'  river,  one  of  its  tribu- 
taries, it  is  very  abundant ;  and  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  springs 
of  petroleum,  or  rock  oil,  have  been  discovered.  North  and  west 
of  this  stream  on  the  ridge,  selenite  or  crystallized  gypsum  is  said  to 
occur,  though  at  what  place  and  to  what  extent,  we  are  not  in- 
formed. 

On  the  Great  Kanawha,  the  exposure  of  coal  is  one  of  the  most 
extensive  and  valuable  any  where  in  the  United  States,  and  here 
from  its  immediate  vicinity  to  the  Salines,  its  practical  usefulness 
has  been  tested  on  a  wide  and  profitable  scale.  On  the  Coal,  Gauley 
and  other  rivers  in  this  portion  of  the  west,  the  beds  of  this  mineral 
are  frequently  brought  to  view,  and  in  fact  no  better  general  descrip- 
tion can  be  presented  of  its  extent,  than  that  it  is  almost  continuous 
with  the  vast  beds  of  sandstone,  which  spread  in  nearly  horizontal 
planes  over  nearly  tlie  whole  of  this  broad  region. 

A  coal  containing  much  less  bituminous  matter,  occurs  imme- 
diately west  of  the  eastern  front  ridge  of  the  Alleghany,  in  Hamp- 
shire county,  lying  in  nearly  horizontal  beds,  in  five  successive 
tiers,  and  extending  for  a  distance  of  many  miles  along  the  borders 
of  the  Potomac.  A  simple  enumeration  of  the  strata  here  exposed, 
will  furnish  an  illustration  of  the  resources  of  this  corner  of  the 
state,  well  calculated  to  inspire  astonishment  and  exultation.  Upon 
a  stratum  of  valuable  iron  ore,  not  less  than  fifteen  feet  in  thickness, 
there  rests  a  bed  of  sandstone,  upon  which  reposes  a  coal  seam, 
three  feet  thick ;  above  this,  another  bed  of  sandstone,  then  a  two 
feet  vein  of  coal,  next  sandstone,  then  another  coal  seam  of  four 
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feet ;  again  a  stratum  of  sandstone,  and  over  it  a  seven  feet  vein  of 
cod ;  over  this  a  heavy  bed  of  iron  ore,  and  crowning  the  series,  an 
enormous  coal  seam  of  from  fiileen  to  twenty  feet  in  thickness. 

The  Saline  formation,  associated  with  the  vast  strata  of  sandstone 
before  described,  has  as  yet  been  almost  unexplored,  exceplinp  in 
the  valleys  of  the  Great  and  Little  Kanawha.  High  up,  on  the  New 
River,  and  at  one  or  two  points  on  the  Greenbrier,  salt  water  has 
been  found,  and  the  erection  of  salt  w^orks  has  been  attempted, 
though  hitherto  these  efforts  have  proved  unsuccessful,  either  on 
account  of  the  weakness  or  the  insufficient  supply  of  the  brine. 
What  may  be  the  result  of  future  research  in  the  region  east  of  that 
in  which  the  salt  manufacture  is  now  successfully  pursued,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  predict,  but  from  the  fact,  that  the  rocks  of  all 
this  region,  and  among  them  the  white  sandstone  from  which  the 
brine  of  Kanawha  is  procured,  have  a  gentle  western  dip,  it  would 
appear  reasonable  to  infer,  that  in  the  range  of  the  Sewell  mountains, 
and  some  distance  east,  where  these  rocks,  which  at  the  Salines  are 
many  hundred  feet  deep,  are  brought  nearly  to  the  surface,  the  sup- 
ply of  salt  water  might  in  some  places  be  obtained  at  a  compara- 
tively inconsiderable  depth,  and  at  all  events,  considering  the  con- 
tinuity and  identity  of  the  strata  over  the  whole  of  this  wide  area, 
we  may  reasonably  suppose,  that  the  saliferous  bed  or  beds  would 
be  found  in  nearly  every  portion  of  it,  though  perhaps  in  many 
places  having  too  slight  an  impregnation  to  render  the  water  yielded, 
of  any  value  in  the  manufacture  of  salt. 

On  the  Great  Kanawha,  wells  of  various  depths,  rarely  exceed- 
ing 400  feet,  have  been  sunk  on  both  sides  of  the  river  above  Charles- 
ton, throughout  a  distance  of  more  than  twelve  miles.  The  brine 
thus  procured,  unlike  most  other  salt  w^aters,  contains  scarcely  any 
sulphate  of  lime  or  gypsum,  on  which  account  the  process  of  obtain- 
ing the  salt  in  a  pure  crystalline  condition,  is  attended  with  fewer 
difficulties  than  usual ;  and  for  this  reason,  the  alum  salt  now  pro- 
cured by  the  improved  methods  of  operating  recently  introduced, 
may  be  regarded  as  muriate  of  soda,  in  almoi^t  absolute  chemical 
purity.  The  importance  and  value  of  the  Salines  in  this  vicinity, 
may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  about  three  millions  of  bushels 
of  salt  are  now  annually  made  from  them,  and  that  in  the  manufact- 
ure of  this  article  alone,  more  than  twice  the  quantity  of  coal  is 
consumed  every  year  than  is  furnished  by  all  the  coal  mines  of  east- 
ern Virginia  put  together.  This  coal  being  procured  from  the  hills 
adjacent  to  the  salt  furnace?,  is  obtained  at  comparatively  little  cost; 
presenting  an  example  of  the  fortunate  adaptation  of  the  resources 
of  a  region  to  each  other,  of  which  few  equally  remarkable  are  to 
be  met  with  any  wiiere  in  the  world.  Enterprise  incited  by  so 
happy  a  combination  of  advantages  could  not  fail  of  bestowing  pros- 
perity upon  a  region  which  is  thus  blessed,  and  we,  therefore,  find 
tliroughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  valley,  where  the  salt  manufact- 
ure is  pursued,  and  even  over  a  wide  extent  of  country  connected 
indirectly  with  its  operations,  a  degree  of  activity  and  indui^try  and 
wealth,  which  we  would  in  vain  look  for  in  our  rural  districts  gen- 
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erallj,  and  whioh  when  first  beheld  after  quitting  the  wild  and 
almost  nninhabited  regions  by  which  the  traveller  from  the  east 
approaches  the  Kanawha,  cannot  fail  to  kindle  in  his  mind  a  vivid 
sentiment  of  pride,  astonishment  and  pleasure. 

A  general  stmctore  in  all  respects  analogous  to  that  presented  in 
the  portion  of  the  profile  last  described,  pervades  the  whole  of  that 
vast  area  of  which  the  boundaries  have  been  approximately  stated 
in  tlie  beginning  of  this  division  of  the  report.  But  with  features 
of  strong  general  resemblance,  it  must  not  be  imagined  that  local 
peculiarities  do  not  exist  in  the  different  portions  of  this  region, 
developing  not  only  many  objects  of  geological  and  curious  interest, 
but  also  bringing  to  light  many  of  the  mineral  treasures  of  which 
this  favoured  territory  is  possessed.  There  is  no  point  of  view,  how- 
ever, in  which  the  immeasurable  riches  of  this  region  are  rendered 
more  obvious  to  our  minds,  than  that  of  the  uniform  and  continuous 
structure  which  has  already  been  described.  For,  it  is  in  these 
widely  spreading  strata  of  sandstone,  that  nearly  all  the  boundless 
treasures  of  this  country  are  enclosed,  and  the  continuous  cliaracter 
exhibited  by  them,  gives  the  strongest  possible  assurance  of  a  like 
nninterrupted  extension  of  the  various  beds  of  valuable  materials 
which  they  include.  In  this  view,  how  magnificent  is  the  picture  of 
the  resources  of  this  region,  and  how  exhilarating  the  contemplation 
of  all  the  happy  influences  upon  the  enterprise,  wealth,  and  intel- 
lectual improvement  of  its  inhabitants,  which  are  rapidly  to  follow 
the  successive  development  of  its  inexhaustible  mineral  possessions. 
In  a  country  where  the  channels  of  nearly  all  the  principal  rivers 
have  been  scooped  out  in  part  through  beds  of  coal,  where  some  of 
them  are  paved  with  the  richest  ores  of  iron,  and  where  the  very 
rock  itself,  the  sterile  sandstone  of  the  cliffs  and  mountains,  is  en- 
riched at  certain  depths  with  abnndant  stores  of  salt,  what  more  is 
needed  to  fulfil  the  happy  and  glorious  destinies  that  await  it,  than 
to  awaken  enterprise  to  a  due  appreciation  of  the  golden  promises 
it  holds  out,  ana  to  direct  industrious  and  active  research  to  the 
thorough  investigation  of  the  character,  position,  and  uses  of  the 
treasures  it  contains  ? 


Note  on  the  fertilizing  efficacy  of  Qreen  Sandy  extracted 
from  the  report  on  the  Geology  of  New  Jersey ^  by  Pro- 
feasor  H.  D.  Rogers : 

"  Mr.  Woolley,  of  Poplar  swamp,  Monmouth  county,  N.  J.,  ma- 
nured a  piece  of  land  in  the  proportion  of  200  loads  of  good  stable 
manure  to  the  acre,  applying  upon  an  adjacent  tract  of  the  same 
soil,  his  marl,  in  the  ratio  of  about  20  loads  per  acre.  The  crops, 
which  were  timothy  and  clover,  were  much  the  heaviest  upon  the 
section  whioh  had  received  the  marl,  and  there  was  this  additional 
fact  greatly  in  favour  of  the  fossil  manure,  over  the  putrescent  one, 
that  the  soil  enriched  by  it  was  entirely  clear  of  weeds,  while  the 
stable  manure  had  rendered  its  own  crop  extremely  foul. 
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"  There  can  be  no  doabt  that  20  loads  of  marl  per  acre  mnst  be 
regarded  as  an  nnnecessarily  bonntiful  dressing,  but  computing  the 
relative  cost  of  the  two  manures  when  employed  in  the  ratio  above 
stated,  we  find  a  considerable  disparity  of  expense  in  favonr  of  the 
green  sand.  Placing  the  home  valne  of  form-yard  manure  at  10 
cents  for  each  two  horse  load,  and  that  of  the  marl  at  26  cents  per 
load,  we  have  the  expense  of  manuring  one  acre  20  dollars,  of  marl- 
ing the  same  6  dollars. 

'^  Experience  has  already  shown  that  land  once  amply  marled  re- 
tains its  fertility  with  little  diminution  for  at  least  10  or  12  years, 
if  care  be  taken  not  to  crop  it  too  severely ;  while  with  aU  practica- 
ble precautions,  the  stable  manure  must  be  renewed  at  least  three 
times  within  that  interval,  to  maintain  in  the  soil  a  corresponding 
vigour." 

Proposed  Plan  of  the  Geological  Survey, 

The  survey  should  aim  at  three  principal  results,  each  of  which 
is  essential  to  a  proper  development  of  the  native  mineral  resources 
of  the  state. 

First,  the  production  of  a  report  descriptive  of  the  minute  geol- 
ogy, practical  and  scientific,  of  all  parts  of  the  state. 

Second,  the  construction  of  a  geological  map  and  a  series  of  ac- 
companying sections  or  profiles,  both  necessary  to  a  proper  exhibi- 
tion of  the  geology  of  the  region,  and  capable  of  conveying  a  fund 
of  useful  information,  which  no  mere  report  can. 

Third,  the  formation  of  a  cabinet  designed  to  exhibit  the  min- 
eral materials  described  in  the  report,  and  represented  on  the  map 
and  sections. 

As  a  mere  description  of  the  geology  of  a  country,  if  unaccom- 
panied by  a  map  and  sections,  can  convey  only  a  very  imperfect  idea 
of  the  structure  and  relations  of  its  formations,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  have  the  geographical  map  as  accurate  as  possible,  inasmuch  as 
errors  in  this  will  vitiate  more  or  less  the  geology.  The  proper 
basis  on  which  to  lay  down  a  geological  survey  is  a  minnte  topo- 
graphical map,  the  production,  however,  of  which  at  the  present 
time,  would  be  too  tartly  and  too  costly.  The  existing  state  map 
being  very  inaccurate  in  various  points,  which,  if  retained  in  thd 
geological  map,  might  lead  to  serious  practical  mistakes,  one  duty 
of  this  survey  should  be  to  rectify  such  portions  of  the  topography 
as  nmst  be  corrected  previous  to  laying  down  the  geology.  This 
implies  a  certain  amount  of  topographical  duty,  which  it  is  designed 
to  perform  only  when  rendered  necessary  by  the  demandl  of  the 
geological  survey. 

To  the  topographical  branch  of  the  survey  might  be  attached 
two  or  three  extra  duties,  some  of  which  would  greatly  promote  the 
strictly  geological  part  of  the  survey,  and  in  like  manner  augment 
largely  our  stock  of  useful  information  upon  the  internal  resources 
of  the  state.  One  slionld  bo  to  procure  numerous  harometricnl 
observations  of  the  heights  of  our  mountains,  more  especially  the 
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gorges  and  passes  over  which  roads  may  from  time  to  time  be  car- 
ried. Another  ought  to  embrace  a  set  of  observations  on  the  drain* 
age  or  water  power  of  the  several  hydrographio  sections  of  the  state. 
This  would  act  nsefoUy  in  all  snggestions  for  canals^  and  also  tend 
to  the  development  of  mannfaoturing  enterprise. 

A  general  plan  only  can  be  given,  according  to  which  it  would 
be  most  eligible  to  enter  npon  the  geological  researches,  for  the 
movements  of  those  engaged  in  the  survey  must  be  shaped  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  by  the  geological  relations  of  the  several  districts 
of  the  state  as  they  are  brought  to  light.  It  is  deemed  proper  that 
the  first  seasons  be  taken  up  in  pa/rt  in  a  general  exploration  of  all 
the  principal  regions  of  the  state,  and  in  part  in  a  detailed  investi- 
gation in  a  systematic  order  of  each  class  of  formations.  In  this  way 
a  multitude  of  valuable  facts  easily  reached,  will  be  brought  to  light 
by  the  earliest  possible  day,  and  the  regular  execution  of  the  state 
map  will  be  in  progress  from  the  commencement  of  the  survey,  and 
its  ultimate  completion  greatly  expedited. 

It  is  proposed  to  connect  with  these  general  examinations,  a 
mass  of  cnemical  investigations,  intended  to  be  of  immediate  appli- 
cation in  the  employment  of  the  materials  brought  under  review ; 
also  to  render  annual  reports  upon  such  points  of  the  survey  as  are 
more  pressingly  wanted,  and  which  are  capable  of  being  completed 
in  a  single  season,  reserving  the  minute  and  comprehensive  descrip- 
tion of  the  Whole  geology  of  the  state  for  a  general  final  report. 
These  annual  and  specific  reports  can  be  accompanied  by  sections 
across  the  strata,  the  execution  of  which  is  compatible  with  much 
less  time  than  is  essential  to  the  construction  of  the  geological  map. 
In  this  way  much  definite  knowledge  can  be  disseminated  without 
waiting  for  the  final  completion  of  the  enterprise,  and  the  map  will 
be  greatly  benefited  by  the  investigations  auxiliary  to  these  profiles; 

The  facts,  and  general  views  of  the  geological  structure  of  the 
state,  brought  to  light  in  the  reconnoiss^nce,  enable  one  to  suggest 
nearly  the  directions  most  proper  for  the  principal  sections  or  pro- 
files across  the  formations  of  the  state. 

It  is  proposed  to  make  one  lie  between  the  Potomac  somewhere 
near  Alexandria  and  the  Alleghany  mountain  near  Cumberland; 
anotlier  from  the  Atlantic  across  the  Eastern  shore  and  the  Chesa- 
peake bay,  at  a  point  between  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  rivers, 
to  reach  to  the  Ohio  river  near  Fishing  creek ;  a  third  to  stretch 
from  tlje  Chesapeake  bay  between  the  York  and  James  rivers  to  the 
Ohio  near  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Kanawha ;  a  fourth  to  commence 
at  the  North  Carolina  line  between  the  Chowan  and  Roanoke  riv- 
ers, and  to  follow  the  general  line  of  the  Great  Kanawha  to  the 
Ohio ;  a  fifth  to  stretch  from  the  North  Carolina  line,  at  some  eligi- 
ble point  in  Patrick  county,  and  to  meet  the  former  section  at  the 
mouth  of  the  New  river ;  a  sixth  to  reach  from  the  same  state  line, 
somewhere  in  Grayson  county,  to  the  valley  of  the  Guyandotte 
river,  and  to  pursue  the  generd  direction  of  tliis  to  the  Ohio.* 

*  See  Feotions  on  Geolo^cal  Map  of  Virzinia  and  "West  Virginia,  by 
William  B.  Rogers,  edited  by  Jed.  Hotchkiss,  C.  &  M.  E,  1883. 
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The  detiuled  location  of  these  six  great  lines  will  be  made  to  de- 
pend, in  great  measure,  on  local  features  and  the  exigencies  arising 
out  of  the  peculiar  geology  and  geography  of  ^each  belt  of  coantry 
to  be  traversed.  Their  positions  have  been  chosen  with  a  yiew  to 
intersect  the  greatest  number  of  strata  practicable,  and  the  most 
advantageous  directions  for  exposing  the  formation  of  every  geo- 
logical subdivision  of  the  state.  All  the  principal  ridges  are  crossed 
nearly  at  right  angles,  and  an  eye  has  been  had  to  the  greater  facili- 
ties for  investigation  afforded  by  the  valleys  of  the  large  rivers. 

As  before  said,  the  snrvey  of  the  zones  of  country  lying  along 
the  sections,  makes  bat  a  portion,  and  rather  a  preliminary  portion, 
of  the  whole  sarvey.  In  the  construction  of  the  map,  and  the  de- 
tailed examinations  of  the  systematic  sarvey,  the  wide  tracts  of 
country  included  between  these  profiles,  would  require  to  be  mi- 
nutely traversed,  especially  in  the  longitadinal  direction  of  the  strata, 
to  ascertain  and  depict  their  boundaries. 

A  correct  knowledge  of  any  region,  sufficiently  thorough  for 
practical  purposes,  can  only  be  attained  by  running  from  one  forma- 
tion to  the  neighbouring  ones,  crossing  their  boundaries  repeatedly 
in  a  zigzag  course,  so  as  ultimately  to  cover  the  whole  surface  with 
a  network  of  lines  more  or  less  close,  according  to  the  degree  of 
intricacy  in  the  geology  of  each  district ;  inflaenced  too  by  the  value 
of  the  mineral  contents  of  the  strata. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  atats  cabinet^  which  is  to  grow  oat  of  the 
survey,  should  be  deposited  in  a  suitable  apartment  in  the  oapitol, 
accessible  to  any  citizen  of  the  state,  seeking  the  valuable  local  and 
specific  information  which  can  only  be  derived  from  a  collection  of 
specimens. 

It  is  contemplated  to  commence  the  formation  of  the  cabinet 
forthwith  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  accompany  each  annual  report  with  a 
suite  of  specimens  illustrative  of  it — to  be  grouped  according  to  the 
most  natural  order  in  the  mean  while,  and  ultimately  to  receive  a 
thorough  systematic  classification. 

The  specimens  ought  to  consist  of  the  characteristic  rocks  of 
each  formation,  arranged  as  nearly  in  the  order  which  they  observe 
in  nature  as  practicable;  also  the  minerals,  ores,  marls,  peculiar 
soils,  organic  remains,  and  other  objects  to  which  reference  may  be 
desirable  by  those  engaged  in  agriculture  and  the  arts,  or  by  those 
who  may  study  the  mineral  x>roductions  of  the  state,  for  less  specific 
purposes. 

As  it  is  proposed  to  make  a  chemical  investigation  of  the  com- 
position of  these  materials  an  essential  feature  of  the  plan,  the  analy- 
ses given  in  the  reports  will  be  annexed  to  the  specimens  examined, 
that  thus  every  one  consulting  the  cabinet  may  know  at  the  same 
time  the  external  aspect,  and  the  composition  of  a  substance,  capa- 
ble of  useful  applications.  The  analyses  essential  to  this,  not  the 
least  useful  part  of  the  survey,  from  the  arduous  nature  of  the  task, 
will  be  confined  to  substances  of  more  immediate  interest  and 
utility. 
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OmCB  OF  THX  BOABD  OV  PUBUO  WoBES, 

Jafiuary  2l8t,  1837. 

Sib,  I  transmit  to  yoa  herewith,  to  he  laid  hefore  the  general 
assemhly,  the  annual  report  required  hy  law,  of  the  progress  made 
during  the  last  twelve  months  by  the  state  geolo^st,  in  executing  the 
duties  with  which  he  is  charged. 

The  contents  of  this  document  bear  ample  evidence  of  the  zeal, 
diligence  and  ability,  which  professor  Rogers  has  brought  to  the 
task,  and  vindicate,  even  thus  early  in  its  progress,  the  wisdom  of 
the  interesting  enterprise  in  which  the  state  has  embarked.  In  the 
tendency  of  the  views  presented  by  it  to  give  a  true  direction  to  in- 
dividual adventure,  by  showing  what  it  may  be  safe,  what  hazardous 
and  what  hopeless  to  undertake,  we  see  tibe  promise  of  a  result  of 
incalculable  practical  value  to  the  community  when  these  suggestions 
shall  assume  the  character  of  scientific  deductions  based' on  an  am- 
ple foundation  of  well  ascertained  facts. 

The  picture  it  presents  of  the  unlooked  for  extent  and  value 
(great  as  they  were  known  to  be)  of  the  mineral  resources  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  hopes  it  inspires  of  tbe  early  reanimation  of  her  power 
and  prosperity  through  the  development  of  these  resources,  cannot 
be  viewed  by  her  citizens  but  with  unmixed  gratification. 

To  realize  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable  the  important  results 
fairly  to  be  anticipated  from  the  completion  of  the  survey,  will  be 
readily  admitted  to  be  a  matter  of  much  public  interest.  In  view  of 
which,  this  board,  concurring  in  the  reasons  presented  in  the  report 
for  a  more  extended  and  efficient  organization  of  the  geological 
corps,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  recommend  the  enlargement  of  it 
there  proposed  to  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  legislature. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Very  respectfuUy, 

Wtitoham  Robertson, 
Prmdent  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 

To  the  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 


REPORT, 


I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  progress  of  the 
geological  survey  of  the  state  daring  the  past  year. 

Proper  assistants  having  been  appointed,  as  provided  in  the  law, 
the  active  investigations  in  the  field  were  begun  abont  the  middle 
of  April,  and  were  continaed  without  interruption  until  the  begin- 
ning of  November.  During  this  time  and  nearly  up  to  the  present 
date,  whilst  not  myself  engaged  in  the  task  of  exploration,  the 
chemical  researches  connected  with  the  survey  have  been  steadily 
progressing  under  my  immediate  and  constant  superintendence. 

In  aid  of  the  field  operations  and  as  an  important  preliminary  to 
the  correct  delineation  of  geological  details  upon  the  state  map,  the 
work  of  taking  accurate  copies  of  the  county  maps  was  begun  early 
in  the  season,  and  has  progressed  so  far  as  that  at  the  present  time 
more  than  fifty  of  these  maps  are  ready  for  the  uses  of  the  survey. 

In  the  course  of  the  geological  investigations  of  the  season  up- 
wards of  twenty  boxes  of  specimens  were  collected,  illustrating  the 
structure  and  the  economical  resources  of  the  various  districts  vis- 
ited, and  famishing  materials  for  analytical  examination. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  each  of  the  following  regions 
was  more  or  less  the  theatre  of  research. 

1st.  The  peninsula  of  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  rivers. 

2d.  The  counties  bordering  on  the  Kappahannock  to  the  south. 

dd.  The  bituminous  coal  fields  of  Henrico,  Goochland,  Chester- 
field and  Powhatan  counties. 

4th.  A  portion  of  what  is  called  the  Gold  region  in  the  counties 
of  Fauquier,  Spotsylvania,  Culpeper,  Louisa,  Orange,  Goochland, 
Fluvanna  and  Buckingham. 

6th.  A  transverse  belt  of  country  extending  westward  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Fredericksburg  to  the  vicinity  of  Moorefield  in 
Hardy  county. 

6th.  The  northern  counties  of  the  valley  from  the  Potomac  to 
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the  neigbbonrhood  of  Luraj  and  Newmarket,  together  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  adjacent  mountain  district  to  the  west. 

7tb.  The  counties  of  Washington,  TV  y the,  Smyth,  Montgomery 
and  Grayson,  in  the  south-west. 

In  most  of  the  districts  above  enumerated  the  investigations 
were  conducted  in  the  manner  of  a  reconnoissance  with  the  view 
of  establishing  a  basis  for  future  specific  and  accurate  research,  and 
it  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  that  from  the  diversified  features  of 
our  geology  and  the  almost  total  absence  of  any  knowledge  of  it 
from  previous  investigation,  such  preliminary  surveys  in  each  dis- 
trict become  indispensable  to  the  successful  and  rapid  prosecution 
of  the  minute  enquiries  which  are  to  constitute  the  chief  value  of 
the  survey.  But  while  for  the  most  part  the  operations  of  the  past 
year  were  of  the  general  character  here  described,  in  some  districts 
the  observations  were  carried  into  minute  detail,  and  in  all  of  them 
a  great  number  of  facts  were  gathered  calculated  to  illustrate  their 
geological  structure  and  the  nature  and  extent  of  then-  mineral  re- 
sources. 

As,  however,  the  exhibition  of  details  at  present  would  obvious- 
ly be  incompatible  with  the  design  of  ^^the  annual  reports  upon  the 
progress  of  the  survey  "  contemplated  in  the  law — they  will  be  re- 
served for  incorporation  in  the  final  report— in  the  mean  while  hav- 
ing the  benefit  of  a  revision  with  the  additional  lights  acquired  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  work. 

In  the  first  of  the  regions  above  indicated,  the  observations  were 
very  numerous  and  minute.  Nearly  all  the  important  exposures 
illustrating  the  geology  and  mineral  resources  of  l^e  peninsula  were 
carefully  examined;  the  strata  observed  in  each  being  noted,  and 
specimens  retained  for  illustration  and  chemical  research.  The 
boundaries  of  the  two  divisions  of  the  Tertiary,  the  Eocene,  and 
Meiocene,  were  determined  with  all  needful  accuracy  upon  the  Po- 
tomac and  Rappahannock,  and  were  approximately  settled  as  to 
intermediate  points. 

The  disposition  and  nature  of  the  bods  composing  the  Meiocene 
in  this  portion  of  the  state  were  found  to  be  conformable  with  those 
of  the  peninsula  of  the  James  and  York  rivers,  chiefiy  referred  to 
in  the  report  of  the  reconnoissance  published  last  year.  Here  as 
well  as  in  that  region  the  bluish  marls  were  found  low  down  in  the 
scries  of  Meiocene  strata,  and  a  thin  band  of  ferruginous  rock  or 
clay  was  generally  observed  to  be  interposed  between  them  and  the 
diluvial  sand  and  gravel  Indeed  so  uniform  is  the  position  of  this 
layer,  in  relation  to  the  marl,  that  its  discovery  at  any  point  would 
furnish  grounds  far  the  strong  if  not  confident  anticipation  of  finding 
marl  heneath, 

A  large  proportion  of  the  marl  beds  of  the  Neck,  containing  car- 
bonate of  lime  in  sufilcient  quantity  to  prove  available  in  agriculture, 
are  of  the  description  which  has  just  been  noticed;  at  the  same 
time  strata  in  which  the  shells  are  mingled  with  sand  and  clay  of 
various  shades  of  yellow  and  brown  are  not  unfreauent,  A  frag- 
mentary rock,  consisting  of  broken  shells  cemented  oy  carbonate  of 
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lime,  sometimes  partially  crystallized,  and  wbite  polvenilent  or 
oJialky  marls  are  also  found. 

Of  these  the  most  abmidant  or  blue  marl  though  often  present- 
ing the  appearance  of  great  richnet^s  from  the  number  of  perfect 
shells  which  it  contains,  has  been  found  to  be  less  charged  with 
carbonate  of  lime  than  some  of  the  other  yarieties. 

The  mean  of  upwards  of  fifty  specimens  of  this  description 
which  have  been  analyzed  in  the  course  of  the  season  is  86  per  cent. 
of  carbonate  of  lime,  and  in  few  instances  did  the  result  rise  as  high 
as  40  per  cent.,  while  the  light  coloured  rocky  and  chalky  marls 
yielded  a  proportion  more  than  twice  as  great. 

In  general  the  upper  beds  of  the  Meiocene  in  this  district  were 
found  to  be  destitute  of  fossils  though  full  of  their  casts  and  im- 
pressions. These  strata  consisting  for  the  most  part  of  light  col- 
oured sandy  clays,  frequently  of  great  depth,  are  distinguished  by 
a  sulphureous  smell,  and  often  by  an  acid  and  styptic  flavour.  They 
rarely  contain  an  appreciable  amount  of  carbonate  of  lime,  but  are 
impregnated  with  sulphate  of  lime  (gypsum),  together  with  sulphate 
of  iron  (copperas),  sulphate  of  alumina,  sulphur,  and  sometimes 
even  «  sensible  amount  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  (Epsom  salts).  The 
acidity  of  these  clays  is  often  sufficient  to  make  a  pungent  impres- 
sion on  the  tongue,  and  their  sulphur  is  distinctly  recognized  by  the 
characteristic  odour  exhaled,  especially  when  they  are  heated.  In 
many  localities,  as  in  the  Rappahannock  cliffs  in  Richmond  county, 
the  gypsum  occurs  in  crystals  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  be  sepa- 
rated by  the  fingers,  and  sometimes  in  the  attractive  form  of  trans- 
parent SeUnite^  but  its  more  usual  condition  is  that  of  delicate  silken 
crystals  distributed  through  the  mass  and  visible  only  upon  close  and 
attentive  inspection. 

Numerous  epecimens,  taken  from  strata  of  this  kind  in  various 
parts  of  the  Neck,  presented  a  great  similarity  of  composition, 
though  not  without  much  variation  in  the  proportion  of  the  gypsum 
and  other  ingredients  which  they  contained,  and  like  results  were 
obtained  from  the  analysis  of  the  overlying  and  once  fossiliferons 
beds  in  other  places  where  the  Meiocene  marl  occurs.  The  cause 
of  the  extensive  destruction  of  shelly  matter  once  embedded  in  these 
days,  was  clearly  traced  to  the  sulphuric  acid  originating  in  the  de- 
composition of  sulphuret  of  iron,  which  permeating  the  beds  of 
marl,  converted  the  carbonate  into  sulphate  of  lime.  This  being  in 
part  retained,  formed  the  crystals  of  gypsum  now  discovered  in 
these  strata ;  at  the  same  time,  that  by  the  decomposition  of  the 
sulphuret,  the  sulphate  of  iron  and  other  ingredients  above  noticed 
were  brought  to  light ;  and  the  overlying  layer  of  ferruginous  rock 
or  clay  most  probably  owes  its  origin  to  the  same  source. 

The  presence  of  gypsum  in  these  beds  suggests  the  interesting  en- 
quiry as  to  how  far  they  may  become  available  in  the  agriculture  of 
tliis  and  other  regions  similarly  situated.  Upon  this  point  I  shall 
embrace  the  present  opportunity  of  a  few  brief  remarks.  Where 
they  contain  a  considerable  amount  of  this  ingredient,  say  10  per 
cent.,  and  are  impregnated  with  no  injurious  or  counteracting  agent, 
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DO  doubt  can  exist  as  to  their  beneficial  influence  upon  the  soil; 
and  in  sach  cases,  besides  the  peculiar  ameliorating  efl^ect  of  the 
gypsum,  thej  would  impart  the  further  advantage  of  an  improve- 
ment in  the  texture  of  the  land.  But  as  in  most  instances  the  pro- 
portion of  gypsum  does  not  exceed  two  per  cent.,  and  as  it  is 
blended  with  the  other  sulphates  as  well  as  free  sulphuric  acid  and 
sulphur,  ingredients  which  in  considerable  quantity  are  known  to 
be  destructive  to  vegetation,  it  would  naturally  be  inferred  that 
such  materials,  if  not  inert,  must  be  actively  injurious  in  their 
effects  upon  the  soil.  Experience  too  has  seemed  to  give  authority 
to  this  opinion,  since  when  applied  to  the  land,  as  in  some  cases 
these  materials  have  been  in  considerable  quantities,  a  diminution 
or  even  temporary  loss  of  productiveness  has  ensued.  Still,  how- 
ever, it  should  be  remarked  that  experiments  thus  roughly  made,  by 
no  means  justify  any  confident  conclusion  on  the  subject.  The  effect 
of  such  substances  on  vegetation  must  greatly  depend  on  the  quan- 
tity in  which  they  are  applied.  AVhen  prodigally  spread  over  the 
land,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  inflict  serious,  though  by  no 
means  irreparable  injury.  Such  also  is  known  to  be  the  conse- 
quence of  a  redundant  application  of  the  ordinary  calcareous  ma- 
nures. But  observation  would  seem  to  prove  that,  when  tparingly 
employed^  the  materials  referred  to  are  productive  of  a  very  decided 
improvement.  In  many  parts  of  lower  Virginia  these  gypseous  and 
acidulated  clays,  applied  under  the  impression  that  they  contained 
a  useful  proportion  of  green  sand,  have  been  found  to  impart  new 
and  surprising  energy  to  the  soil. 

Without  entering  upon  the  obscure  question  of  the  modus  ope- 
randi of  mineral  substances,  including  calcareous  manures,  upon 
plants,  we  cannot  doubt  that  in  part,  at  least,  their  influence  is  that 
of  directly  stimulating  the  vital  organs  concerned  in  vegetable 
growth, — nor  can  we  avoid  believing  that  with  plants  as  with  ani- 
mals the  number  of  substances  adapted  to  produce  this  effect  is  far 
from  being  restricted  to  the  few  materials  most  commonly  in  use. 
We  have  the  positive  testimony  of  numerous  experiments  to  prove 
that  many  substances  of  high  chemical  energy  are  capable  in  small 
quantities  of  favouring  the  growth  of  plants. 

Without,  tlierefore,  advancing  any  hypothesis  as  to  the  peculiar 
agency  of  the  sulphates  and  other  matters  contained  in  these  gypse- 
ous clays,  or  attempting  a  priori  to  pronounce  upon  their  effects 
either  as  salutary  or  injurious,  I  feel  sufficiently  sustained  by  obser- 
vation in  expressing  it  as  my  opinion  that  they  will  one  day  be  made 
available  in  the  agriculture  of  this  region — and  I  would  urgently 
suggest  the  importance  of  making  careful  experiments  to  determine 
the  quantity  in  which  they  may  be  safely  and  advantageously  ap- 
plied. But  in  all  such  trials  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  only  small 
quantities  of  such  of  these  materials  as  are  strongly  styptic  and 
sulphureous  should  be  employed. 

The  Eocene  strata  of  the  peninsula  are  comprised  in  the  district 
lying  between  a  line  connecting  Mathias's  point  on  the  Potomac 
with  the  mouth  of  Chingoteague  creek  on  the  Rappahannock,  and 
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another  and  crooked  line  nearly  coinciding  with  the  eastern  honnd- 
ary  of  the  sandstone  formation  in  Stafford  connty.  These  beds  were 
f onnd  to  exhibit  less  uniformity  of  arrangement  than  those  on  the 
Pamnnkey  and  James  rivers,  formerly  described.  In  general,  the 
lowest  stratum  is  of  a  dark  greenish  blue  colour,  and  those  which 
lie  above  it  have  various  shades  of  yellow,  greenish  grey  and  brown. 
In  many  instances  the  upper  strata  are  devoid  of  shells,  but  replete 
with  their  casts  and  impressions,  and  with  the  exception  of  gener- 
ally containing  a  notable  amount  of  green  sand,  are  strikingly  anal- 
ogous in  coniposition  to  the  gypseous  and  sulphureous  strata  of  the 
Meiocene.  To  make  the  resemblance  still  more  complete,  a  thin 
layer  of  ferruginous  gravel  or  rock  frequently  overlies  these  beds, 
and  forms  the  boundary  between  them  and  the  Meiocene. 

This  remarkable  resemblance  in  the  situation  and  character  of 
the  two,  while  it  leads  us  to  infer  the  action  of  like  chemical  agen- 
cies upon  both,  assures  us  of  a  similarity  in  their  agricultural  effects. 

The  Eocene. marls  of  the  peninsula  present  much  diversity  of 
composition.  Whilst  in  some  localities  the  shelly  matter  forms  a 
very  considerable  part  of  the  mass,  in  others  little  or  none  of  it 
occurs.  The  green  sand  often  forms  a  prominent  ingredient,  and 
is  in  no  case  absent,  though  frequently  the  amount  of  it  is  very 
inconsiderable.  Gypsum  is  also  occasionally  to  be  met  with  ;  and 
this  as  well  as  the  other  sulphates  is  not  excluded  from  the  beds 
containing  shells.  A  minute  analysis  of  some  of  the  more  impor- 
tant of  these  marls  is  now  in  progress,  but  the  research  is  one 
requiring  much  time  for  its  completion. 

it  may  be  useful  to  state,  that  in  general  the  shelly  strata  of  the 
Eocene  in  this  district  do  not  contain  more  than  from  ten  to  fifteen 
per  cent,  of  carbonate  of  lime,  and  that  in  many  instances,  where 
the  shells  are  quite  conspicuous,  the  proportion  is  less  than  one 
half  of  this.  In  the  shell  rock,  such  as  occurs  in  several  places  on 
the  Potomac,  as  much  as  eighty-two  per  cent,  has  been  found. 

It  would  therefore  appear,  that  while  in  some  instances  there 
is  a  sufficient  amount  of  carbonate  of  lime  in  the  mass  to  give  it  the 
character  of  a  rather  poor  calcareous  mnrl,  the  proportion  of  this 
ingredient  in  general  is  too  inconsiderable  to  impart  any  high  de- 
gree of  agricultural  value.  For  much  of  the  benefit  derived  from 
the  application  of  these  substances  to  the  soil  we  must  look  to  the 
green  sand,  gypsum,  and  perhaps  other  ingredients  which  they  con- 
tain. Experiments  now  in  progress  with  some  of  the  varieties  con- 
taining little  or  no  shelly  matter,  indicate  decidedly  beneficial  re- 
sults ;  and  there  is  but  little  reason  to  doubt  that  more  extensive 
trials  of  these  materials,  conducted  with  judgment  and  caution,  will 
confirm  the  views  at  present  entertained  of  their  capacity  of  being 
highly  useful  in  agriculture. 

From  the  absence  of  shelly  matter  in  the  strata  of  Meiocene  and 
Eocene  above  referred  to,  they  have  hitherto  been  considered  as  en- 
tirely destitute  of  value.  The  fact  now  made  known  of  their  con- 
taining, nearly  in  every  case,  a  notable  amount  of  gypsum,  must 
therefore  be  looked  upon  as  an  interesting  discovery,  and  should  the 
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observations  already  mode,  upon  the  fertilizing  effects  of  the  mate- 
rial of  these  beds,  be  sastained  by  a  wider  and  more  vluied  ex- 
perience, our  Tiews  of  the  agricoltoral  resources  of  the  eastern  por- 
tion of  oar  state  will  be  greatly  and  cheeringly  enlarged.  Believing 
that  snch  is  to  be  the  result  of  farther  experiments  on  the  subject,  I 
look  with  pleasing  anticipation  to  the  time  when  the  invaloable 
shell  marl  of  the  country  will  not  be  without  a  sobstitnte  in  those 
districts  to  which  it  has  been  denied,  and  token  altnaat  etery  ravine 
in  eaetem  Virginia  will  be  retorted  to  for  materials  to  improve  the 
productioeness  of  the  eoU. 

The  researches  in  the  counties  bordering  on  the  Rappahannock 
to  the  south,  were  chiefly  confined  to  an  inspection  of  localities  of 
marl  and  the  examination  of  the  strata  associated  with  it  in  several 
of  the  more  important  points.  The  numerous  specimens  of  the 
Meiocene  marl  which  were  collected  in  the  reconnoissance,  have 
been  submitted  to  analysis,  and  with  the  same  general  results  as 
have  been  stated  in  regard  to  the  marls  of  the  Keek,  the  pulveru- 
lent and  light  coloured  varieties  always  yielding  a  much  larger  per 
centage  of  carbonate  of  lime  than  the  blue  marl,  and  sometimes,  as 
in  the  case  of  specimens  from  Mr.  Oaks^s  and  other  places  in  Middle- 
sex, amounting  to  about  80  per  cent.  Gypseous  and  sulphuretted 
clays  were  found  here  as  in  the  Neck,  and  at  some  points  imme- 
diately on  the  river  the  Selenite  was  discovered  in  conspicuous 
orystfJs.  An  analysis  of  some  of  these  gypseous  clays  gave  from  8 
to  10  per  cent  of  tiiis  ingredient. 

Before  concluding  this  sketch  of  the  investigations  in  the  Ter- 
tiary region  during  the  past  year,  it  may  be  well  to  remark  that  in 
the  event  of  an  ampler  organization  of  the  means  of  exploration, 
urgently  demanded  by  the  survey,  the  revision  of  the  ground  already 
traversed  will  be  aided  by  the  employment  of  a  b(*at  built  and 
equipped  for  the  service.  With  such  facilities,  the  exploration  in 
districts  hitherto  unexamined,  will  be  carried  on  with  increased 
accuracy  and  speed. 

The  researches  which  were  made  in  the  bUuminovs  coal  fields  of 
Henrico^  Goochland^  dx.  were  in  the  first  place  directed  to  the  de- 
termination of  the  boundaries  of  the  region  in  which  the  coal  meas- 
ures occur.  With  this  view,  it  was  explored  by  transverse  lines, 
and  throughout  its  entire  circuit;  but  further  examinations  are  re- 
quired to  ascertain  its  extent  and  structure  with  the  degree  of 
accuracy  necessary  to  represent  it  on  the  map.  And  before  this 
delineation  can  be  usefully  made,  the  important  errors  in  this  por- 
tion of  the  map  will  require  to  be  corrected. 

All  the  important  workings  for  coed,  together  with  a  large  num- 
ber of  shafts  or  diggings  of  minor  interest,  were  examined;  but 
additional  investigations  are  required  to  secure  that  exact  knowl- 
edge of  the  complicated  structure  of  these  coal  fields,  which  may 
serve  hereafter  as  a  guide  to  enterprises  in  this  region.  I  feel  safe, 
however,  in  remarking  that  the  observations  thus  far  made,  whilst 
they  indicate  that  the  region  containing  coal  is  more  extensive  tlian 
I  had  supposed — are  calculated  to  strengthen  the  opinion  that  in  no 
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part  of  tbe  basin  is  the  depth  of  the  coal  bo  great  as  from  a  yiew  of 
the  directions  of  its  outcrop  woold  be  supposed — and  if,  as  is  proba- 
bly the  case,  the  floor  upon  which  it  rests  is  of  so  undulating  a 
figure  as  in  some  measure  to  divide  the  region  into  several  basins — 
there  is  a  reasonable  hope  of  reaching  this  mineral  at  comparatively 
moderate  depths  even  in  the  centre  of  the  field. 

Although  these  coals  have  long  been  extensively  in  use  for  do- 
mestic and  manufacturing  purposes,  no  systematic  investigation  of 
their  chemical  composition  nas  hitherto  been  attempted,  nor  have 
any  just  data  been  furnished  for  comparing  them  with  the  coals  of 
other  regions,  either  in  this  country  or  abroad.  The  minute  inves- 
tigations on  this  subject  in  which  I  am  now  engaged,  have  already 
made  me  accurately  acquainted  with  tbe  composition  and  heating 
powers  of  upwards  of  twenty  of  these  coals,  and  I  feel  no  hesitation 
m  saying,  in  view  of  these  results,  that  I  am  prepared  to  vindicate 
their  claim  to  a  very  high  rank  in  comparison  with  the  coals  of 
most  other  parts  of  the  world.  Without  entering  into  details,  it 
may  be  useful  to  state  that  in  the  specimens  hitherto  examined  the 
amount  of  bituminous  matter  varied  from  27  to  88  per  cent,  of  the 
whole,  the  ash  in  general  from  2  to  6,  and  that  the  combustible 
value  or  heating  power  of  the  several  specimens,  as  determined  by  a 
very  perfect  process — is  represented  by  an  amount  of  pure  charcoal 
from  75  to  89  hundredths  of  the  whole  weight  of  the  coal. 

Whilst  referring  to  the  valuable  character  of  these  rich  deposites 
of  bituminous  coal,  I  am  anxious  again  to  call  attention  to  the  Iron 
ores  which  accompany  them  in  several  places.  Since  the  former  re- 
port, in  which  allusion  was  made  to  the  probable  importance  of 
these  ores  to  the  manufacturing  industry  of  eastern  Virginia,  sev- 
eral specimens  have  been  submitted  to  chemical  analysis,  and  from 
the  results  obtained,  the  really  valuable  character  of  the  ore  may  be 
considered  as  satisfactorily  established. 

A  specimen  of  Hematitic  ore  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Trabue^s 
pits  in  Chesterfield,  gave  in  the  100  grains  the  following  ingre- 
dients : 

Per  oxide  of  iron, 85.15 

Silica, 4.20 

Alumina, 4.00 

Water, 6.50 

Tbe  extstense  of  this  mineral  in  immediate  contiguity  with  ther 
coal  is  a  fact  of  such  obvious  im]>ortanoe,  that  no  commentary  is 
needed  to  make  it  deeply  interesting  to  persons  of  capital  and  enter- 
prise, who  may  be  concerned  in  developing  the  resources  of  this 
portion  of  the  state. 

]n  that  portion  of  what  is  called  the  gold  region  of  the  state  in 
which  research  was  prosecuted,  all  the  important  openings  were  vis- 
ited in  which  the  precious  metal  is  or  has  been  obtained.  Many 
circumstances  of  practical  and  scientific  interest  connected  with 
each  of  them  were  noted,  and  suites  of  illustrative  specimens  pro- 
cured.   But  much  additional  observation  is  required  before  it  will 
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be  safe  to  speak  confidently  of  the  geology  of  these  veins  or  to  pro- 
nounce upon  the  extent  to  which  they  are  likely  to  contribute  to  the 
resources  of  the  state. 

I  would  not  have  it  inferred  from  these  remarks,  that  any  unfa- 
vourable impression  as  to  the  ultimate  value  of  our  gold  mines,  has 
grown  out  of  the  various  facts  relatiug  to  them  which  have  been 
thus  far  collected.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that 
the  working  of  the  innumerable  auriferous  veins  of  this  wide  region 
is  destined  to  become  an  important  branch  of  the  systematic  indus- 
try of  the  state.  And  whilst  I  would  deprecate  those  overwrought 
anticipations  of  their  productiveness  which  the  brilliant  develop- 
ments occasionally  made  are  calculated  to  inspire,  I  would  give  a 
sober  encouragement  to  the  enterprise  and  capital  which  they 
attract,  believing  that  in  many  instances  these  veins  have  that 
wholesome  degree  of  fertihty  which  is  capable  of  giving  to  indus- 
try a  steady  incentive  and  a  reasonable  reward. 

In  exploring  the  belt  of  country  referred  to  under  the  hth  head^  an 
approximate  profile  was  constructed  extending  from  Fredericks- 
burg to  Moorefield,  exhibiting  many  of  tlie  important  features  in  the 
structure  of  the  intervening  region.  The  country  on  both  sides  of 
this  line  was  examined  rapidly  though  with  considerable  minute- 
ness, excursions  for  specific  objects  being  made  as  fnr  as  the  Poto- 
mac on  the  one  hand,  and  to  the  remote  parts  of  Culpeper,  Rappa- 
hannock and  Orange  counties  on  the  other. 

The  valuable  strata  of  freestone  which  overlie  the  primary  rocks 
near  the  lower  end  of  this  line  were  inspected  at  various  localities, 
near  Eredericksburg,  below  this  city  on  the  river,  and  at  several 
points  in  Stafford  county,  and  it  is  believed  that  some  useful  views 
were  attained  with  regard  to  the  geological  character  of  these  beds 
as  well  as  the  circumstances  under  which  they  furnish  the  most 
durable  material  for  building. 

Beyond  this  to  the  west,  the  primary  rocks,  the  slates  of  the  gold 
region,  together  with  the  iron  ores  occurring  in  them,  and  the  nar- 
row belt  of  Talcose  limestone  which  shows  itself  on  the  Rapidan, 
(Rapid-Anne,)  at  Mountain  run,  and  other  localities  were  succes- 
sively observed.  The  limestone  here  referred  to  is  a  continuation 
of  the  narrow  belt  which  appears  between  Lynchburg  and  Scotts- 
ville  on  the  James  river,  and  is  laid  bare  at  various  points  in  Al- 
bemarle and  Orange.  A  fragment  from  the  cliff  at  Mitchell's  ford 
•on  the  Rapidan,  (Rapid- Anne,)  yielded  in  the  100  grains  81.81 
grains  of  carbonate  of  lime,  tbus  vicing  in  purity  with  the  lime- 
stones of  the  Valley — and  indicating  the  advantages  which  might 
be  conferred  upon  the  soil  of  the  neighbouring  country  by  the  use 
of  such  lime  as  it  would  furnish.  The  iron  ore  from  the  site  of  the 
old  works  at  Chancellor's,  was  examined  and  found  to  be  of  good 
quality. 

At  a  short  distance  to  the  west  of  Germanna  ford,  commences 
the  region  of  calcareous  shales  and  sandstones.  This,  though  of 
considerable  breadth,  and  extending  from  the  Potomac  southward 
through  Orange  county,  and  probably,  with  some  interruptions,  far 
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into  North  Carolina,  constitutes  an  impoi-tant  feature  in  our  geology 
to  which  little  or  no  attention  has  hitherto  beeu  given.  These  shales 
and  sandstones  were  traced  in  Fauquier,  Culpeper,  ftappahaunock, 
Orange,  Prince  William  and  Loudoun  counties,  and  the  interesting 
fact  determined  that  the  Potomac  marble  constitutes  one  of  the  beds 
of  this  series  of  sedimentary  rocks.  A  calcareous  and  very  mixed 
conglomerate,  similar  to  that  of  the  Potomac,  was  found  near  the 
eastern  flank  of  the  Bull  Run  mountain,  continuous  with  the  quar- 
ries upon  that  river.  In  topographical  features  and  character  of  the 
soil,  as  well  as  io  geological  structure,  this  region  hears  a  striking 
resemblance  to  what  are  called  the  red  shale  lands  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  Jersey.  In  no  district  of  jthe  state  is  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  nature  of  the  prevailing  rocks  and  the  qualities  of  the 
soil,  more  strongly  marked  than  here.  The  red  slaty  sandstone, 
containing  a  considerable  amount  of  carbonate  of  lime,  imparts  pro- 
ductiveness to  the  adjacent  red  soil,  while  the  more  siliceous  rocks 
are  marked  by  the  sterile  character  of  the  fields  where  they  are  ex- 
posed. In  some  of  the  gray  micaceous  sandstones  of  a  coarse  text- 
nre,  such  for  example  as  are  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Glover- 
land  near  the  base  of  the  Bull  Run  mountain,  I  discovered  visible 
crystals  of  carbonate  of  lime,  and  found  the  rock  in  general  to  be 
quite  calcareous.  Hence  the  rich  growth  of  clover  which  adorns 
the  fields,  and  the  luxuriant  vegetation  which  springs  up  an)ong  the 
debris  of  the  quarries. 

A  curious  feature  in  the  composition  of  some  of  these  rocks  is 
the  presence  of  the  green  carbonate  and  the  sulphuret  of  copper. 
This  fact,  which  appears  to  have  been  observed  at  a  very  early 
period  after  the  settlement  of  the  country,  has  unhappily  kept  alive 
the  hope  of  discovering  in  these  shales  veins  of  a  workable  copper 
ore,  and  has  led  to  repeated  enterprises  in  raining,  from  which  no 
really  profitable  result  appears  ever  to  have  been  derived.  Most  of 
the  openings,  either  ancient  or  modern,  have  disclosed  nothing  more 
than  a  calcareous  shale  slightly  j?^m«(2  with  the  green  carbonate,  and 
making  in  some  cases  a  superficial  show  of  richness  where  analxsis 
discovers  only  an  insignificant  amount  of  the  enticing  mineral. 

The  specimens  of  the  $ulphuret  of  copper  found  in  several  places 
are  frequently  of  a  very  favourable  character,  but  no  indications  can 
be  discovered  of  its  being  present  in  sufiicient  quantity  to  justify  the 
erection  of  works  for  smelting. 

In  this  series  of  rocks  there  occurs  a  blackish  slate  marked  with 
the  impressions  of  fossil  vegetables,  and  containing  much  bitumi- 
nous matter  and  thin  seams  or  rather  films  of  coal.  Similar  impres- 
sions are  abundant  also  in  some  of  the  other  associated  beds.  In- 
deed, the  general  aspect  of  the  rocks  of  this  district  is  at  first  view 
not  unfavourable  to  the  idea  that  it  embodies  valuable  fields  of  coal. 
But  while  I  would  by  no  means  assert  that  seams  of  this  mineral  of 
one  or  two  inches  in  thickness  may  not  occasionally  be  found,  /  can^ 
■  not  think  it  probable  that  any  vein  of  workable  extent  to  ill  ever  be  dii' 
covered  among  these  shales. 

Besides  the  belt  of  limestone  already  referred  to  as  seen  on  the 
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Rapidan  or  Rapid- Anne  in  the  line  of  oar  section,  another  narrovr 
ledge  is  fonnd  in  Faaqnier  and  Londonn  oounties,  to  the  west  of  Oat- 
octin  and  Ball  Ran  moantain,  and  widening  as  it  approaches  the 
Potomac.  This  rook,  which  is  well  adapted  to  the  making  of  lime, 
is  in  some  places  barnt  for  that  purpose,  but  it  is  painful  to  re- 
mark, here  as  in  other  places  similarly  fortunate  in  position,  how 
little  benefit  is  reaped  from  the  possession  of  a  resource  of  such 
high  agricultural  utility. 

In  many  parts  of  the  Blae  Ridge  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
transTerse  belt  whose  general  characters  I  am  describing,  virgin  cop- 
per and  the  green  carbonate  have  been  discovered  in  thin  veins  and 
small  masses  in  the  body  of  quartzose  and  epidotic  rock.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  Btoney  Man,  one  of  the  loftiest  and  wildest  of  the 
peaks  of  this  range,  near  Swift  Run  gap,  and  at  several  other  points, 
small  specimens  have  been  picked  up,  and  their  richness  both  in  the 
metal  and  its  carbonate  have  inspired  the  sanguine  with  a  confident 
belief  of  the  existence  in  the  bosom  of  the  mountain  of  treasures  of 
this  nature  of  exhaustless  extent.  But  in  regard  to  all  such  antici- 
pations it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  quantity  is  not  less  im- 
portant than  the  quality  of  the  ore  to  stamp  it  with  real  value,  and 
that  until  far  more  minute  and  extensive  researches  in  regard  to 
these  ores  have  been  made  in  the  localities  where  they  are  found 
than  have  ever  hitherto  been  attempted,  it  wiil  be  impossible  to  have 
any  grounds  for  judging  of  their  extent,  and  it  will  be  as  unwise  as 
hazardous  to  engage  in  expensive  schemes  of  mining  on  their  account. 
Yet  I  would  not  have  it  understood  that  such  researches  are  to  be 
considered  as  hopeless  or  inexpedient.  I  would  rather  rejoice  to 
see  investigation  active,  at  the  same  time  that  in  duty  to  the  publio 
interest  I  would  caution  against  that  precipitate  and  over-sanguine 
spirit  which  will  not  wait  for  deliberate  research — ^a  spirit  which  in 
no  instance  is  more  likely  to  terminate  in  loss  and  disappointment 
than  when  excited  by  objects  of  this  nature,  involved  as  they  must 
be,  even  to  the  diligent  scientific  explorer,  in  unavoic^able  obscurity 
and  doubt. 

In  the  counties  of  the  valley  and  in  the  neighbouring  mountains^ 
the  researches  were  of  a  character  deeply  interesting  to  the  progress 
of  the  snrvey.  After  much  toil  and  perplexity,  occasioned  by  the 
rugged  features  and  complicated  structure  of  the  mountainous  dis- 
tricts which  were  examined,  the  true  relations  of  the  rocks  and  min* 
erals  of  this  portion  of  the  state  were  satisfactorily  determined. 
The  discovery  of  a  key  to  the  intricate  geology  of  the  region  west  of 
the  valley  as  connected  with  that  of  the  valley  itself,  must  be  re- 
garded as  a  result  of  the  highest  practical  as  well  as  scientific  inter- 
est. Such  a  gaide  having  been  obtained,  the  researches  in  this  most 
difficult  field  of  investigation  may  be  expected  to  progress  with  cer- 
tainty, accuracy  and  expedition.  For  this  important  general  result 
I  am  largely  indebted  to  the  services  of  my  chief  assistant,  Professor 
H.  D.  Rogers,  who,  connecting  the  survey  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which 
he  has  the  chief  direction,  with  that  of  the  contiguous  portions  of 
our  state,  has  been  enabled  to  throw  new  and  valuable  lights  upon 
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this  and  other  difficult  points  in  oar  geology,  until  now  entirely  mis- 
understood. 

In  connexion  with  these  general  investigations,  which  were  indis- 
pensable as  preliminaries  to  the  minute  research  essential  to  the  pro- 
duction of  a  geological  map  of  the  Appalachian  region,  various  im- 
portant observations  were  made  in  regard  to  the  limestones,  iron 
ores  and  coals  of  the  valley  and  mountains  to  the  west.  Numerous 
specimens  of  each  of  these  materials  have  been  subjected  to  chem- 
ical examination,  and  from  the  mass  of  results  thus  obtained  valua- 
ble light  has  been  shed  upon  their  nature  and  useful  applications  in 
all  the  varieties  of  form  and  composition  in  which  they  occur. 

A  brief  statement  of  some  of  the  geological  and  chemical  results 
thus  far  obtained,  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  momentous  practical 
bearings  of  the  investigation  in  progress  in  this  region,  and  to  dis- 
play, in  a  new  and  gratifying  point  of  view,  the  vast  extent  and 
value  of  its  mineral  treasures. 

Of  the  twehe  rocks,  each  marked  hy  certain  dutinetive  characters, 
composing  the  mountains  and  valleys  of  this  region,  it  h<is  been  deter- 
mined that  at  least  eight  are  accompanied  hy  beds  of  iron  ore.  Each 
ore  has  distinctive  marks  by  which  it  may  be  recognized,  and  pecul- 
iarities of  composition,  fitting  it  for  certain  uses  to  which  others 
would  be  less  happily  adapted.  Thus,  in  the  quantity  and  variety 
of  this  material  in  all  its  valuable  forms,  our  state  is  now  proved  to 
have  no  rival,  unless,  perhaps,  Pennsylvania  may  be  such.  Looking 
to  the  immense  extent  of  the  region  over  which  these  rocks  are 
spread,  and  to  the  structure  of  its  mountuns  and  valleys — bringing 
to  light  at  various  points  each  of  the  twelve  principal  strata  which 
it  comprises — freighted,  in  great  part,  with  the  most  inestimable  of 
metallic  products,  it  becomes  evident  at  once  that  the  topography  of 
the  rocks  and  mineral  resources  of  this  region,  as  will  be  exhibited 
in  the  general  geological  map,  is  destined  to  bestow  upon  it  a  new 
and  almost  anhoped  for  interest.  With  such  incentives,  and  with 
such  a  guide,  enterprise  directed  to  this  portion  of  the  state  can 
neither  falter  or  be  disappointed.  Anticipation  confiding  in  the 
certnin  deductions  of  cautious  scientific  research  already  begins  to 
sketch  the  gladdening  picture  of  successful  industry — crowding 
population  and  wide-spreading  improvement,  which  at  no  remote 
day,  it  will  be  its  happy  lot  to  realize. 

The  coaU  of  this  region  were  examined  at  numerous  points 
from  the  Potomac  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Tennessee  line,  and 
although  much  additional  investigation  is  required  to  ascertain  the 
number  and  extent  of  the  workable  seams  of  this  mineral,  enough 
has  already  been  done  to  satisfy  me  that  they  will,  ere  long,  be  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  valuable  resources  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
On  a  former  occasnon  I  adverted  to  the  peculiar  adaptation  of  some 
of  these  coals  in  the  raw  state,  to  the  manufacture  of  iron.  The 
analysis  of  specimens  from  several  localities,  not  visited  before  this 
season,  indicates  a  composition  admirably  suited  to  this  use.  As 
examples  of  coals  of  this  description,  I  will  refer  to  the  three  fol- 
lowing : 
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1st.  The  semi-bitnminons  coal,  from  Thoni's  creek  and  Stroa* 
ble^s  rnn,  in  Montgomery  coantj.    This  consists  of 

Carbon, 80.20 

Bitumen,  &c., 13.60 

Asb, G.20 

The  combustible  value  or  calorific  power  of  100  parts  of  this 
coal  is  equivalent  to  that  of  92.5  parts  of  carbon. 

2d.  Semi-bituminous  coal  from  near  Lewisburg.  This  consists  of 

Carbon, 78.84 

Bitumen,  &c., 14.16 

Ash, 7.00 

The  calorific  power  of  100  parts  of  this  coal  is  equivalent  to 
that  of  87  parts  of  carbon. 

3d.  Catawba  semi-bituminous  coal — Botetourt  county.  This 
consists  of 

Carbon, 78.50 

Bitumen, 16.50 

Ash, 5.00 

The  Ciilorific  power  of  100  parts  of  this  coal  is  equivalent  to 
that  of  89.4  parts  of  carbon. 

These  and  similar  results  obtained  with  regard  to  specimens 
from  other  localities  in  the  Appalachian  region,  illustrate  the  fitness 
of  these  coals  for  the  manufacture  of  iron,  a  quality  which  must  be 
looked  upon  as  giving  them  incalculable  value,  when  their  immedi- 
ate vicinity  to  inexhaustible  supplies  of  the  ore  is  taken  into  the 
account. 

The  vast  advantages  in  point  of  economy  resulting  from  the 
employment  of  the  raw  coals  of  Wales,  Scotland  and  France,  in  the 
smelting  of  iron  ores^  though  not  unknown  in  this  country,  appear 
as  yet  to  be  but  imperfectly  appreciated.  It  may  therefore  be  prop- 
er to  remark,  that  wherever  in  Europe,  coals  of  the  proper  charac- 
ter can  be  obtained,  they  are  preferred  to  every  other  material  used 
for  this  purpose.  It  is  surely  greatly  to  be  desired  that  a  trial  were 
made  of  our  semi-bituminous  coals  in  the  smelting  furnaces,  since  by 
the  result  of  a  successful  experiment  of  this  kind,  if  carefully  per- 
formed, a  new  impetus  would  be  given  to  the  manufacture  of  iron 
in  Yirgina.  At  the  same  time,  the  importance  of  applying  the  liot 
air  blast,  especially  in  connexion  with  the  use  of  these  raw  coals, 
cannot  be  too  urgently  insisted  upon.  The  large  mass  of  experience 
collected  of  late  years  in  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  on  the  continent, 
conclusively  demonstrating  the  great  economy  of  this  process,  and 
the  very  general  disposition  in  Europe  to  adopt  it  wherever  prac- 
ticable, ought  to  furnish  a  sufficient  inducement  for  its  introduction 
here;  and  since,  as  Berthier  has  shown,  its  advantages  are  aug- 
mented by  connecting  it  with  the  use  of  raw  coals,  an  especial  mo- 
tive is  presented  for  its  adoption  in  the  furnaces  of  the  region  of 
which  I  am  at  present  treating.  Should  these  improvements  be 
brought  into  extensive  operation,  as  in  process  of  time  they  most 
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assuredly  will,  the  prosperity  of  this  vast  and  almost  forgotten  por- 
tion of  the  state,  will  outstrip  any  thing  that  the  imagination  of  its 
present  inhabitants  can  conceive.  What  surer  foundation  for  the 
permanent  wealth  and  power  of  a  community  can  be  found,  than 
the  stores  of  coal  and  iron  embosomed  in  the  rocky  strata  of  its  hills 
and  valleys,  and  what  more  efficacious  stimulus  to  the  mechanic 
arts,  to  industry  in  general,  and  to  the  advancement  of  all  practical 
and  profitable  knowledge,  than  the  multifarious  pursuits  linked  with 
the  manufacture  of  iron  t 

Of  the  limestones  of  the  valley,  numerous  specimens  have  been 
analyzed,  with  the  view  of  determining  the  peculiar  composition  of 
each  variety — a  point  of  much  importance  in  aoplying  them  to  agri- 
cultural or  other  uses.  A  sketch  of  some  of  the  results  of  this  in- 
vestigation, which  is  still  in  progress,  may  here  be  fitly  introduced. 
I  find  that  the  carbonate  of  magnesia  is  a  much  more  abundant  and 
common  ingredient  in  these  limestones  than  has  hitherto  been  sus- 
pected. All  the  rocks  already  tested  as  hydraulic  cements,  contain 
a  large  proportion  of  this  substance.  I  have  become  convinced  that 
a  great  number  of  the  magnesian  limestones  of  the  valley  possess 
the  property  of  hardening  under  water,  and  I  am  at  present  en- 
gaged in  extensive  experiments  upon  their  qualities  in  this  respect. 

The  deep  blucy  almost  hUtch  limestone  of  a  fine  grain  and  rather 
smooth  fracture,  which  is  commonly  burnt  for  lime,  contains  only  a 
slight  trace  of  carbonate  of  magnesia. 

Its  constituents  are  carbonate  of  lime,  silica,  alumina,  protoxide 
of  iron,  and  a  trace  of  carbonate  of  magnesia,  with  a  little  organic 
matter. 

The  amount  of  carbonate  of  lime  nsually  present  in  this  valuable 
rock  may  be  seen  from  the  following  table  of  the  Quantity  con- 
tained in  seven  specimens  of  this  description  procured  in  different 
parts  of  the  valley.  A  great  number  of  similar  results  might  be 
added  to  the  table  from  my  minutes,  which  include  the  composition 
of  more  than  thirty  specimens,  but  the  seven  here  given  will  suffice. 

1.  2.  8.  4.  5.  6.         _1.^ 

80.8        83.4        85.2        87.6        82.9        83.6        8"2;8 

It  appears  from  this  that  no  great  diversity  exists  in  the  quality 
of  this  rock  in  different  localities.  Taking  84  per  cent  as  the 
average  quantity  of  carbonate  of  lime  present  in  this  variety,  it  is 
easily  inferred  from  the  composition  of  the  carbonate,  that  each 
100  lbs,  of  the  roch  ought  to  yield  47  lbs,  of  lime. 

The  dark  dun  coloured  limestone  of  very  close  grain  and  semi- 
conchoidal  fracture,  is  even  more  exempt  than  the  preceding  from 
carbonate  of  magnesia,  and  is  riolier  in  carbonate  of  lime.  The 
specimens  examined  gave  an  average  of  88  per  cent.  Accordingly, 
where  it  has  been  burnt,  this  rock  has  yielded  lime  of  great  purity. 

The  limestone  of  a  dull  greyish  blue  colour  and  of  coarse  texture, 
contains  a  notable  portion  of  silica  and  carbonate  ofmagnesia^  and 
has  often  the  properties  of  a  hydraulic  cement.  The  following  is 
the  composition  of  one  of  several  specimens  of  this  variety  which 
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were  analysed.    It  was  obtained  iVom  a  hill  one  mile  north  of 
Staunton.    One  hundred  grains  contain 

Carbonate  of  lime, 49.50 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 33.87 

Silica, 7.50 

Ox.  iron  and  alumina, 2.83 

The  rock  of  a  light  greyish  blue  colour  and  of  very  compact  text- 
ure, almost  always  contains  a  large  proportion  of  silica  as  well  as 
carbonate  of  magnesia.  The  hydraulic  lime  made  at  Shepherds- 
town  is  generally  procured  from  this  rock.  The  following  is  the 
composition  of  a  specimen  of  this  kind  from  Beynolds^s  quarry. 
But  it  is  to  be  observed  that  even  from  this  neighbourhood  the 
cement  rocks  exhibit  a  great  diversity  in  the  proportion  of  their 
constituents.    One  hundred  grains  contain 

Carbonate  of  lime, 82.17 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 18.36 

Silica, 88.93 

Ox.  ii-on  and  alumina, 4.17 

The  rock  to  be  used  in  preparing  cement  for  the  locks  of  the 
James  river  canal  is  of  this  kind.  It  is  obtained  in  Rockbridge 
county,  and  contains 

Carbonate  of  lime, 38.83 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 16.30 

Silica, , 86.60 

Ox.  iron  and  alumina 6.33 

It  will  appear,  from  what  has  been  stated  in  regard  to  the  aspect 
of  the  several  varieties  of  limestone  above  described,  that  any  care- 
ful observer  may  in  general  distinguish  between  those  rocks  which 
are  magnesian  and  those  which  are  not.  This  is  a  matter  of  no  sniall 
importance,  especially  in  the  agricultural  employment  of  the  lime, 
since  if  not  actually  injurious,  as  was  once  supposed,  the  magnesia  is 
at  best  an  inefficient  substitute  for  lime.  Moreover,  the  rocks  con- 
taining it  are  more  difficult  to  burn  than  the  others,  and  unless  when 
hydraulic,  the  lime  they  yield  is  not  so  well  adapted  for  mortar. 

The  great  abundance  of  the  dark  blue  limestone,  so  admirably 
suited  to  the  uses  of  the  farmer,  holds  out  a  strong  inducement  to 
the  employment  of  lime  upon  the  soil.  In  my  former  report  I 
attempted  to  remove  the  mistaken  impression,  that  the  land  of 
limestone  regions  is  already  sufficiently  imbued  with  calcareous  mat- 
ter, by  appealing  to  the  results  of  analysis ;  and  I  would  now  repeat 
the  observations  then  made,  as  having  been  confirmed  by  further 
examination. 

There  cannot  be  any  fact  in  practical  agriculture  more  clearly 
proved  than  the  beneficial  action  of  lime  upon  the  soil  of  limestone 
regions,  such  as  our  valley.  Why  then  is  it  not  extensively  used 
by  the  fanners  in  that  portion  of  the  state  ?  With  so  sure  and  in- 
exhaustible a  means  of  improvement,  (everywhere  around  them) 
every  hiU  and  valley  might  be  made  productive.    This  is  one  day  to 
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be  the  result  of  the  systematic  and  general  use  of  lime,  aided  by  an 
improved  scheme  of  agriooltare.  But  I  would  gladly  speed  the 
progress  of  amelioration,  by  pointing  to  the  invalaable  resource 
which  nature  has  provided  for  the  improvement  of  this  country,  and 
by  expostulating  earnestly,  on  grounds  of  science  and  experience, 
with  those  who  are  disposed  to  neglect  the  boon. 

The  reconnoissance  of  the  tauth-teegtem  counties  embraced  a 
rapid  examination  of  parts  of  Grayson,  Wythe,  Montgomery,  Smyth 
and  Russell,  and  included  a  more  detailed  investigation  of  the  lead, 
plaister  and  salt  of  this  region. 

The  lead  mines  are  situated  near  Cripple  creek,  about  four  miles 
from  Poplar  camp  furnace,  in  a  direction  a  little  south  of  west 
They  are  within  half  a  mile  of  the  south  bank  of  New  river,  and 
about  one  and  a  half  from  the  base  of  the  Poplar  camp  or  Iron 
mountain.  The  ore  occurs  in  a  siliceous  limestone  generally  of  a 
white  or  grey  colour,  though  sometimes  blue.  The  veins  are  irreg- 
ular in  dip  and  direction,  frequently  turning  very  abruptly,  and 
sending  off  leads  or  branches.  On  either  side  of  the  ore,  the  en- 
closing material  continues  of  a  soft  texture  as  far  as  the  walls  of 
limestone  enclosing  the  whole,  which  vary  in  their  distance  from 
each  other.  On  the  upper  side  of  the  vein  is  generally  found  a  red- 
dish clay.  On  the  lower  side  is  a  firmer  material  containing  crystals 
of  phosphate  of  lead  and  other  matters.  This  the  workmen  here  as 
in  £urope  call  clinker,  and  they  reject  it  as  of  no  value. 

The  vein  proper  is  in  general  twelve  inches  thick,  and  contains 
the  following  ores  of  lead  : 

1.  Compact  sulphuret  or  blae  ore. 

2.  Compact  carbonate  or  grey  ore. 

8,  Crystallized  carbonate — or  Cat's  tooth. 

4.  Mixture  of  carbonate  and  oxide — brown  and  red  ore. 

6.  Finely  divided  sulphuret — black  ore. 

The  sulphuret  or  blue  ore  occurs  only  in  some  parts  of  the  vein 
in  irregular  masses  or  cups  as  they  are  called,  and  does  not  occupy 
one  half  of  the  productive  portion  of  the  vein.  The  other  ores  oc- 
cur along  side  of  it  and  are  mingled  with  it.  The  adjacent  limestone 
is  sometimes  in  a  soft  and  crumbly  condition,  and  curiously  spotted 
— sometimes  in  the  form  of  a  beautiful  white  spar  containing  crys- 
tals of  cubical  galena. 

There  are  six  openings  at  present  wrought,  each  having  drifts 
below  the  surface  at  various  depths  from  80  to  120  feet.  These  are 
all  comprised  within  a  space  of  less  than  160  yards  square.  To  the 
8.  W.  are  numerous  pits  from  which  ore  was  extracted  in  former 
years.  The  entire  distance  through  which  the  lead  has  been  traced 
and  wrought  in  this  vicinity  is  about  half  a  mile.  The  general 
direction  of  the  veins  is  nearly  K.  E.  and  S.  W.  One  of  the  same 
description  has  been  found  at  several  points  to  the  N.  E.,  and  among 
others  at  Mr.  Bawye^s^  on  Reed  creek,  about  7  miles  from  the 
mines.  Blue  ore  has  also  been  found  in  small  quantity  on  Mr. 
Graham's  land,  at  an  equal  distance,  in  a  due  north  direction. 
Whether  a  valuable  amount  of  the  ore  exists  at  either  of  these  places. 
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or  in  any  of  the  nnmeroas  localities  in  other  and  distant  parts  of 
the  valley  in  which  specimens  have  heen  discovered,  it  is  impossible 
to  say  without  mach  further  investigation. 

The  extent  of  the  workable  ore,  at  the  mines  Jast  described,  ap- 
pears from  the  indications  observed,  to  be  very  considerable,  and  it 
were  grently  to  be  desired  that  a  systematic  mining  of  these  veins 
were  nndertaken  npon  a  scale  commensurate  with  their  value.  At 
present  a  wasteful  method  of  excavation  is  threatening  serioos 
injury  to  the  interests  of  future  mining  operations  in  this  region, 
and  if  persevered  in,  will  destroy  the  usefulness  of  many  portions 
of  the  veins  now  worked  by  rendering  them  almost  inaccessible  or 
incapable  of  being  farther  wrought 

Iji  the  operation  of  washing  at  what  are  called  tlie  Buddies, 
though  conducted  more  judiciously  than  the  mining — there  is  evi* 
dently  a  larger  proportion  of  useful  material  carried  off  than  ought 
to  be  allow^  to  escape.  This  fact  I  ascertained  by  an  examination 
of  the  ochreous  earth  deposited  by  the  stream  at  some  distance  be- 
low the  Buddies. 

The  position  of  the  veins  in  a  hill  near  the  south  bank  of  the 
New  river  makes  it  obvious  that  a  tunnel  driven  through  the  base  of 
the  hill  into  the  veins,  would  afford  great  facility  to  the  operations 
under  ground,  whilst  it  would  open  up  a  great  extent  of  the  ore  and 
would  dispense  with  the  expensive  and  inefficient  process  of  raising 
the  ore  in  buckets.  By  locating  the  Buddies  and  the  furnaces  at 
the  mouth  of  such  an  adit,  a  combination  of  advantages  would  be 
secured.  It  is  estimated  that  25  per  cent,  of  the  material  as  it  is 
procured  in  the  crude  state  from  the  mines,  is  removed  by  washing 
at  the  Buddies,  and  that  100  lbs.  of  the  rough  or  75  of  the  washed 
ore  will  yield  50  lbs.  of  metal.  A  result  so  very  high  ought  to  in- 
vite attention  to  this  interesting  region,  especially  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  this  is  the  only  available  body  of  lead  ore  in  any  of  the 
Atlantic  states. 

The  fact  that  by  far  the  larger  portion  of  the  lead  which 
these  mines  furnish  is  carried  in  wagons  to  Baltimore,  is  a  strik- 
ing proof  of  the  lucrative  nature  of  the  manufacture,  and  strongly 
indicates  the  benefit  which  in  reference  to  this  product,  the  pub- 
lic may  be  expected  to  reap  from  the  extensive  works  of  improve- 
ment which  have  been  so  wisely  projected  in  this  portion  of  the 
state. 

The  Plaister  hanJa^  in  the  North  Holston  and  Walker's  creek 
valleys,  are  another  of  the  gifts  which  liberal  Nature  has  bestowed 
upon  this  favoured  region.  The  geological  structure  of  the  valley 
of  the  Holston  is  fraught  with  peculiar  interest.  After  descending 
the  northern  slope  of  Walker's  mountain,  we  come  in  view  of  the 
lofty  limestone  hills  forming  the  southern  boundary  of  the  valley, 
and  taking  our  station  upon  some  elevated  knoll,  we  see  spread  out 
betore  us  a  s<>ene  of  singular  variety  and  beauty.  Hills  of  limestone 
apparently  firranged  in  rows,  presenting  conical  and  rounded  out- 
lines of  surprising  symmetry  and  elegance,  are  stationed  along  the 
valley  at  nearly  equal  intervals.    The  rich  verdure  that  spreads  to 
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their  very  summits,  darkened  by  the  thick  foliage  of  the  sugar  trees 
growing  on  their  steep  sides,  softens  the  picturesque  wildness  of 
the  landscape  and  conveys  the  idea  of  a  soil  of  exuberant  fertility . 
In  the  three  first  ranges  of  these  hills  the  southern  dip  of  the  rooks 
in  Walker's  mountain  and  the  intervening  country  is  preserved,  but 
nearer  to  the  river  the  limestones  are  seen  dipping  in  the  opposite 
direction.  The  anticlinal  axis  marked  as  occurring  in  a  black  slate 
is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  plaister  banks  and  the  wells  from 
which  the  brine  is  obtained.  This  axis  extends  far  to  the  east  and 
west,  and  constitutes  an  important  feature  in  the  geology  of  this 
region.  The  plaister  has  been  found  along  this  valley  and  in  that 
of  Walker's  creek  which  joins  it  to  the  east,  for  a  distance  of  about 
40  miles.  Whether  it  extends  in  the  latter  direction  beyond  the 
termination  of  this  line  cannot  as  yet  be  known,>-bnt  even  should 
it  not  surpass  this  limit,  the  value  of  the  deposit  would  baffle  cal- 
culation. It  does  not  occur  as  is  sometimes  supposed  like  the  other 
rocks  of  the  country,  in  a  regular  stratum  having  a  fixed  relation  to 
the  rest,  but  in  masses  of  irregular  form  embedded  in  dark  coloured 
or  ochreous  clays.  These  masses  are  ofcen  of  enonnous  magnitude, 
and  are  either  partially  exposed  at  the  surface,  or  covered  with  a 
variable  depth  of  earth.  The  excavation  at  M'Cill's  quarry,  which 
is  nearly  aU  in  solid  gypsum,  is  about  25  feet  deep,  50  feet  long,  and 
15  wide,  and  from  borings  it  would  appear  that  this  solid  mass  of 
gypsum  is  more  than  100  feet  in  depth.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Buchanan's  banks  in  the  valley  of  Walker's  creek,  extensive  expo- 
sures of  it  occur  upon  the  surface,  but  no  very  large  excavations 
have  yet  been  made.  Small  openings  have  been  made  at  various 
other  points,  and  though  the  plaister  has  always  been  found  in  great 
abundance,  the  want  of  capital  has  prevented  extensive  operations 
from  being  attempted. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  immense  amount  of  gypsum 
contained  in  these  valleys,  from  the  fact  that  in  the  borings  for  salt 
water  which  have  been  frequently  made  near  the  Hoist  on,  fragments 
of  this  rock  have  been  brought  up  from  the  depth  of  700  feet.  In- 
deed, there  seems  to  be  every  reason  for  believing  that  it  extends  to 
great  depths  throughout  a  large  portion  of  the  region  in  which  it  is 
found — sometimes  in  masses  of  enormous  dimensions,  and  some- 
times in  small  fragments  and  thin  beds,  mingled  with  ochreous  clays 
and  decomposed  pyritous  slate. 

In  speculating  upon  the  origin  of  the  gypsum  of  this  region, 
the  readiest  explanation  that  suggests  itself  is  that  which  ascribes 
its  production  to  similar  causes  with  those  which  gave  birth  to  the 
gypsum  of  the  Tertiary  strata  of  lower  Virginia.  It  has  been  in- 
cidentally remarked  above,  that  pyritous  slate  occurs  in  fragments 
mingled  with  the  gypsum  and  clay  at  the  salt  wells  and  other  places. 
Supposing  the  valley  to  have  once  been  filled  with  the  debris  of 
this  slate  and  of  the  neighbouring  limestones,  we  would  have  all ' 
the  materials  brought  together  which  are  necessary  for  the  produc- 
tion of  the  gypsum,  while  the  slate  after  decomposition  would  be- 
come the  clayey  matrix  in  which  the  crystals  would  collect.    This 
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view  is  rendered  more  probable  from  tbe  occurrence,  even  in  the 
midst  of  the  solid  masses  of  plaister,  of  fragments  of  the  silioeons 
rook  which  skirts  the  valley  on  the  south.  It  is  at  least  certain  that 
the  gypsum  has  not  been  deposited  here  as  in  some  other  parts  of 
the  world,  from  the  waters  of  Thermal  springs  holding  it  in  solu- 
tion, since  in  that  case  it  wouid  be  found  disposed  in  layers  as  trav* 
ertin,  and  not  in  the  irregular  and  scattered  condition  which  has 
been  described. 

The  Brine  gprings  constitute  another  valuable  and  interesting 
feature  in  the  geology  of  tbe  Uolston  valley.  Of  tbe  stratum  from 
which  the  salt  water  is  derived  nothing  certain  is  thus  far  known, 
although  speculations  have  not  been  wanting  on  the  subject.  By 
some  it  has  been  imagined  that  salt  in  the  solid  form  exists  at  a 
great  depth  below  the  level  of  the  wells ;  and  this  idea  has  been 
countenanced  by- the  fact,  affirmed  by  many,  that  granules  of  rock 
salt  are  sometimes  seen  in  the  water  as  it  is  pumped  up.  On  this 
point,  however,  it  may  be  remarked  that  these  granules  might  have 
existed  dispersed  through  the  mass  of  a  saliferous  sandstone,  as  is 
the  case  in  some  other  parts  of  the  world.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the 
borings  and  wells  have  never  penetrated  to  a  stratum  such  as  is  usu- 
ally the  repository  of  the  salt  water,  but  have  gone  through  succes- 
sive beds  of  blue  and  red  clay  and  broken  slate,  all  of  them  mingled 
more  or  less  with  plaister.  The  two  wells  now  in  use,  King^s  and 
Preston's,  are  each  212  feet  deep.  They  are  very  near  each  other, 
and  are  thought  to  communicate  beneath,  and  are  situated  a  little 
to  the  south  of  the  anticlinal  line  before  noticed.  The  water,  raised 
by  a  steam  engine,  is  conveyed  in  wooden  pipes  to  the  furnace,  two 
miles  distant,  where,  after  the  crude  impurities  have  been  suffered 
to  subside,  by  allowing  it  to  rest  some  time  in  large  ianks  or  reser- 
voirs, it  is  transferred  to  the  kettles.  Of  these  there  are  ^yQ 
double  rows,  each  containing  100  kettles,  making  in  all  500.  80,000 
gallons  of  the  brine  are  daily  boiled  down,  yielding  an  average  prod* 
uct  of  1,000  bushels  of  salt,  or  one  bushel  for  each  80  gallons.  The 
sulphate  of  lime,  which  is  almost  the  only  impurity  in  this  brine, 
for  the  most  part  adheres  to  the  bottom  of  the  kettles,  and  leaves 
the  salt  in  a  state  of  remarkable  purity.  At  the  same  time  sul- 
phurets  are  formed  by  the  intense  heat,  which  give  a  peculiar  odour 
and  flavour  to  the  residual  mass.  No  muriates  of  lime  or  magnesia 
exist  in  this  brine.  Hence  it  is  free  from  hittem,  and  dries  rapidly 
in  the  air. 

In  the  strength  of  the  brine  as  well  as  its  freedom  from  trouble- 
some impurities,  these  wells  are  scarcely  excelled  by  any  in  the 
world. 

While  all  the  salt  manufactured  here  is  of  a  very  excellent  qual- 
ity, there  are  three  grades,  distinguished  by  different  degrees  of 
purity.    These  are, 

1.  The  common  salt,  which  is  of  a  fine  grain,  dry,  and  not  liable 

to  deliquesce  in  moist  air,  but  is  a  little  discolored. 

2.  The  table  salt,  which  is  beautifully  white  and  fine.    This  is 

made  by  very  rapid  boiling. 
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8.  The  alom  salt,  perfeotlj  pnre,  in  thin  crystals  of  a  satin  lus- 
tre.   This  is  formed  bj  slow  crystallization  as  the  kettles 
cool. 
Looking  to  the  alum  salt  now  made  in  Kanawha,  and  the  table 
salt  aboTe  described,  Virginia  has  just  reason  to  be  prond  of  the  pre- 
eminence she  has  attained  in  this  branch  of  manufacture. 


Feeling  deeply  interested  that  the  work,  committed  to  my  super- 
intendence, may  progress  with  all  the  speed  compatible  with  minute 
accuracy  both  in  regard  to  practical  details  and  scientific  deduc- 
tions, I  have  endeavoured  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  shortest  period 
within  which  it  appears  practicable  to  complete  it,  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  passed  by  the  last  legislature.  The  complex  and 
more  precise  experience  of  the  intricacies  of  our  geology,  acquired 
during  the  last  season's  researches  has  led  to  a  full  conviction  that 
with  the  present  force  it  will  not  be  practicable  to  bring  the  survey 
to  a  termination  in  a  less  time  than  twelve  years ;  that  is,  without 
sacrificing  that  exactness  in  research  which  must  form  its  leading 
claim  to  confidence,  and  confer  upon  it  all  its  utility. 

Early  in  the  season  it  became  apparent  that  further  assistance 
was  required,  both  in  the  laboratory  and  field,  and  accordingly  at 
my  own  cost  and  responsibility  another  aid  was  engaged,  whose 
labours  in  both  departments  contributed  much  to  the  advancement 
of  the  work.  60  that  in  fact  the  amount  of  duty,  performed  dur- 
ing the  season,  largely  exceeded  what  could  have  been  executed  by 
the  assistants  authorized  by  the  bill. 

During  the  whole  period  of  field  work,  the  utmost  activity  has 
been  exerted  by  all  engaged  in  the  task,  and  scarcely  any  suspension 
of  labour  has  been  permitted  on  account  of  rain  and  other  unfavour- 
able conditions  of  the  weather.  For  nine  months  the  chemical  in- 
vestigations connected  with  the  survey  have  been  steadily  progress- 
ing, occupying  my  own  attention  daUy,  and  giving  employment  to 
one  of  my  assistants  during  a  considerable  part  of  the  time. 

Looking  to  the  amount  of  work  executed  during  the  past  season, 
both  in  the  way  of  preliminary  observation  and  detailed  research, 
and  guided  by  the  knowledge,  now  obtained,  of  the  extent  of  labour 
requisite  for  the  completion  of  the  survey,  with  a  view  to  the  accu- 
rate delineation  of  the  geological  details  upon  the  map  of  the  state, 
as  well  as  the  other  important  objects  for  which  it  was  set  on  foot, 
I  cannot  hope,  without  a  large  addition  to  the  corps  of  assistants,  to 
progress  with  greater  rapidity  than  during  the  past  year. 

But  it  is  unnecessary  to  remark  that  so  tedious  a  prosecution  of 
the  work,  and  so  long  a  postponement  of  the  most  valuable  and  in- 
teresting results  which  can  only  be  properly  made  public  at  the 
ctmdusion  of  the  survey,  could  not  fail  to  prove  injurious  to  the 
enterprise  by  diminishing  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  com- 
petency and  activity  of  those  employed. 

In  requesting  of  the  legislature  an  augjMntation  of  the  annual 
appropriation  for  the  work,  it  should  be  distinctly  borne  in  mind, 
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that  by  such  an  addition  the  total  expense  of  the  eurvey,  instead  of 
being  increased,  would  be  considerably  lessened.  Where  several  ex 
plorers  can  give  their  attention  to  the  same  formations  in  contigaons 
districts,  eacli  has  the  advantage,  under  a  systematio  combination  of 
efforts,  of  being  directed  in  his  enqniries  by  the  collective  experience 
of  the  whole,  and  thus  the  investigations  of  each  will  be  conducted 
with  increased  accuracy  and  expedition. 

Another  weighty  inducement  for  adding  to  the  number  of  the 
assistants  to  the  survey  arises  from  the  expediency  of  making  known 
as  early  as  possible  the  resources  which  it  will  develope — a  consid- 
eration at  no  time  more  important  that  at  present,  when  the  min- 
eral possessions  of  the  state  are  attracting  the  enterprise  and  capi- 
tal of  the  community,  and  when  plans  of  public  improvement  of 
great  magnitude,  to  the  success  of  which  the  survey  mast  be  more 
or  less  auxiliary,  are  enlisting  general  interest. 

But  besides  this  provision  for  an  addition  to  the  number  of 
assistants,  an  increase  will  be  required  of  that  part  of  the  appropri- 
ation set  apart  as  a  fund  for  the  contingent  expenses  incurred  in 
the  operations  ot  the  field  and  laboratory.  Among  the  larger  items 
demanding  such  a  provision,  may  be  instanced  the  expense  of  ex- 
ploring the  rivers,  creeks  and  inlets  of  the  marl  region  by  a  boat 
properly  constructed  and  equipped  for  the  service,  and  of  the  trans- 
portation by  an  appropriate  vehicle  of  the  specimens  collected  in 
the  numerous  and  distant  localities  examined ;  and  I  may  add  the 
expense  incurred  for  the  apparatus  and  agents  required  in  the 
chemical  department  of  the  survey. 

It  is  conceived  tJiat  the  exigencies  of  the  survey  will  be  fully 
met  by  an  appropriation  whicii  will  furnish  two  additional  salaries 
for  assistants,  and  an  increase  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  the  portion 
of  the  fund  destined  for  the  contingent  expenses.  With  the  means 
of  prosecuting  the  work  thus  enlarged,  it  is  readily  demonstrated 
from  the  experience  already  acquired  of  the  advantages  of  com- 
bined exertion  in  the  field,  that  the  work  may  be  brought  to  a  ter- 
mination in  one  half  the  time  necessary  for  its  completion  under 
the  organization  at  present  provided  by  law.  Thus,  while  we  as- 
sume twelve  years  for  the  time  necessary  with  the  means  now  at 
command,  the  entire  expense  of  the  survey  will  be  about  60,000 
dollars,  whereas,  with  the  ampler  provisions  above  specified,  it  will 
probably  faJl  short  of  50,000. 

Should  the  legislature  accede  to  my  views,  and  augment  to  this 
extent  the  annual  appropriation,  it  will  not  exceed  that  contem- 
plated for  the  survey  of  the  much  smaller  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
while  it  will  be  considerably  less  than  one  half  of  the  sum  devoted 
by  New  York  to  a  territory  of  less  extent,  less  intricacy  of  struct- 
ure, and  less  variety  and  fertility  of  mineral  productions.  I  may 
be  permitted  to  add,  that  in  both  of  these  states  a  separate  assistant 
is  furnished  for  the  chemical  department,  though  this  aid  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  request. 

There  are  other  inducements  to  recommend  the  course  here 
proposed,  which,  though  less  weighty  than  those  just  presented, 
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are  not  wanting  in  importance  when  it  is  considered  that  the  repu- 
tation of  onr  state  for  patriotism  and  love  of  science  is  not  withont 
an  interest  in  the  progress  and  results  of  the  sarvej.  Impressed 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking,  it  maj  not  be  unbecoming 
in  me  to  remark  that  men  of  science  in  this  country  and  abroad  are 
looking  forward  to  its  completion  with  interest  and  curiositj.  The 
responsibility  thus  Incurred  as  the  scientific  investigator  of  the  yet 
almost  unexplored  geology  of  our  state,  renders  me  still  more  de- 
sirous of  obtaining  such  facilities  for  tlie  execntion  of  the  work  as 
will  enable  me  to  complete  the  numerous  difficult  researches,  which 
it  involves,  ere  the  more  interesting  results  can  be  anticipated  by 
amilar  researches  in  some  of  the  other  states ;  and  it  increases  my 
anxiety  to  execute  the  task  in  a  style  of  accuracy  and  minuteness, 
which,  while  it  secures  the  permanent  utility  of  the  work,  may,  I 
hope,  do  credit  to  Virginia,  advancing  as  she  is  in  reputation  for  the 
encouragement  of  education  and  science. 
7 


REPORT 
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or 
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FOR   THE  YEAR  X837. 


Ofhoi  of  thx  Board  or  Publio  Wobkb, 
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Sir,  Enclosed  is  a  oommanication  to  the  house  of  delegates, 
which  70a  will  he  pleased  to  lay  before  that  body. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

David  Oampbell, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Work: 

To  the  Honourahle  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

Oftxce  or  THB  Board  or  Pubuo  Wobkb, 
FAruary  10th,  1838. 
To  the  House  of  Delegates. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  the  house  of  delegates  a  report 
of  the  chief  geologist  of  the  state,  detailing  the  progress  of  the  geo- 
logical survey  in  Sie  year  1887. 

David  Oampbell, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 


REPORT. 


Ik  pursuance  of  the  ]aw  requiring  the  principal  geologist  of  the 
state,  annually  to  submit  to  the  board  of  public  works  an  account  of 
the  progress  of  the  geological  survey,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report: 

The  board  are  already  aware  of  the  unavoidable  delay  which 
occurred  in  completing  the  organization  of  the  survey  in  the  early 
part  of  the  season;  a  delay  which  as  they  know  was  occasioned  by 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  suitable  assistants  to  fill  the  vacancies 
ezistiDg  in  the  corps  and  to  increase  the  number  of  my  aids  as 
authorized  by  the  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature, 
enlarging  the  appropriation  devoted  to  the  survey.  Notwithstand- 
ing these  impediments,  however,  active  explorations  were  com- 
menced by  one  division  of  my  assistants  in  the  tide  water  district  of 
the  state  about  the  middle  of  April ;  and  early  in  June,  our  whole 
force  was  transferred  to  the  region  west  of  the  Blue  Kidge  as  the 
theatre  of  operations  for  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

While  thus  alluding  generally  to  the  labours  of  the  survey,  i 
trust  it  will  not  be  thought  inappropriate  to  bear  my  cordial  testi- 
mony to  the  zeal  and  efficiency  with  which  my  assistants  have  exe- 
cuted the  tasks  respectively  allotted  to  them,  and  to  express  the 
high  gratification  inspired  by  their  laborious  and  careful  investiga- 
tions. I  would  also  take  this  occasion  of  tendering  to  the  board  my 
warmest  acknowledgments  for  the  interest  they  have  manifested  in 
the  progress  of  the  work,  and  for  their  prompt  co-operation  in  all 
suggestions  calculated  to  promote  its  success. 

Adopting  the  method  of  exploration  referred  to  in  my  report  of 
last  year,  the  investigations  in  the  tide  water  district  have  for  the 
most  part  been  conducted  by  means  of  a  boat  suitably  fitted  up  and 
manned. 

Aided  by  these  facilities,  the  assistant  to  whom  this  department 
of  duty  was  allotted,  Mr.  Charles  B.  I  lay  den,  was  enabled  to  pro- 
ceed with  satisfactory  minuteness  in  the  examination  of  the  shores 
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of  the  James  river  and  its  tribntaries,  from  its  month  as  far  np  aa 
the  head  of  tide,  inspecting  the  exposures  of  marl,  clay,  or  other 
materials  of  interest  presented  on  the  banks  of  the  main  stream  on 
the  rivers,  creeks  and  inlets  connected  with  it,  at  the  same  time  col- 
lecting specimens  for  chemical  analysis,  or  snch  other  examination 
as  might  be  required.  Occasional  examinations  were  also  made  at 
various  points  removed  from  the  water,  either  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  the  continuity  of  deposits,  or  of  obviating  the  neces- 
sity of  future  exploration  from  the  land  side,  where  such  exami- 
nation might  be  rendered  difficult  by  the  peculiar  position  of  the 
locality. 

Among  the  general  objects  of  useful  interest  accomplished  by 
the  researches  here  referred  to,  may  be  mentioned  a  more  precise 
determination  than  had  hitherto  been  effected  of  the  breadth  of  the 
Eocene,  or  green  sand  marl,  where  it  is  intersected  by  the  James 
river,  and  the  demonstration  that  no  beds  of  secondary  green  sand, 
similar  to  those  of  New  Jersey,  are  interposed  between  the  Eocene 
and  the  coarse  conglomerates,  sandstones  and  clays  which  overlie 
the  primary  rocks  near  the  lower  falls  of  the  James  river,  of  the  ex- 
istence of  which,  writers  at  a  distance  have  more  than  once  stated 
that  some  evidences  had  been  discovered.  On  this  bead,  I  have 
now  no  hesitation  in  affirming  that  the  concurring  testimony  of 
observations  made  in  the  course  of  the  survey,  on  the  Potomac, 
Rappahannock,  Mattapony,  Pamunkey  and  James  rivers,  is  conclu- 
sive against  the  existence  within  the  region  traversed  by  these 
streams  of  the  New  Jersey  secondary,  or  any  equivalent  forma- 
tion. 

Of  the  numerous  specimens  of  marls,  &c.  collected  in  the  course 
of  this  investigation,  many  have  since  been  chemically  examined, 
and  the  rest  are  now  in  the  course  of  analysis.  A  table  of  the  com- 
position of  these  and  various  other  marls,  examined  within  the  last 
eighteen  months,  is  herewith  presented,  under  the  belief  that  al- 
though  not  strictly  required  in  the  annual  report  of  the  progress  of 
the  snrvey,  such  details  are  likely  to  prove  useftil  to  individuals  in- 
terested in  knowing  the  value  of  their  marls,  and  are  not  of  a  nature 
to  render  it  important  that  they  should  be  reserved  for  the  final  re- 
port. 

The  exposures  of  marl  upon  the  James  river,  though  in  some  in- 
stances extending  continuously  for  miles  along  the  shore,  are  by  no 
means  commensurate  with  the  deposits  found  at  some  distance  in 
the  interior.  Low  grounds,  and  banks  of  comparatively  little  alti- 
tude, occupy  a  large  portion  of  either  shore,  for  the  most  part  filling 
up  spaces  whence  the  original  deposit  has  been  removed  by  denud- 
ing action,  and  rarely  presenting  any  remains  of  the  calcareous  ma- 
terial, while  along  the  banks  of  the  minor  streams,  and  on  the 
declivities  of  the  hills  overlooking  the  lower  levels,  ample  stores  of 
this  invaluable  deposit  are  generdly  discovered.  Nansemond  river, 
Pagan  creek  and  its  branches,  Lawn^s  creek,  Chipoaks,  Archershope, 
Ac,  on  all  of  which  nearly  uninterrupted  exposures  of  the  marl 
occur,  illustrate  the  truth  of  this  remark,  and  a  sunilar  observation 
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is  applicable  to  the  shores  of  oar  other  principal  rivers  and  their 
tribntaries. 

Of  the  adyantages  of  exploring  oar  tide  water  rivers  by- means  of 
boats,  the  experience  of  the  past  season  has  famished  satisfactory 
proof,  and  in  view  of  the  facilities  thus  proffered  to  oar  fatore  re- 
searches, by  a  saitable  co-operation  of  inland  and  aqnatio  investiga- 
tions, I  indnlge  the  hope  of  bringing  to  a  speedy  completion  that 
portion  of  the  exploring  duties  of  the  survey  which  relates  to  the 
lower  district  of  tbe  state. 

MIOCENE  MABLS. 

LoMlUist.  0b9ervati<m$,  Oarb.  Ume. 

Laxoajbisr. 
Capt  Ja'B.  Bobinson's,...    Small  fragments  of  shell  in  a  ferrqgiiiotis 

sand— green  sand  a  trace, 42.0 

do.  ....  ditto,  ditto,  87.6 

Mr.  Yerley's, ditto,  ditto,  rather  compact,. . .    80.6 

do Yellow— aluminoaa--^preen  sand  a  trace,...    1S.S 

do.        Yellow — consisting  or  shelly  fragments  par- 
tially cemented— green  sand  a  trace, 81.0 

Mr.  CabelTs, Shells  deoompoaed  and  partially  cemented,    42.0 

do.        ditto,  ..    46.6 

Mr.  Callahan's, Yellow— fragments  of  shell  in  ferroginous 

sand— laige  grains  of  green  sand  in  con- 
siderable qnantitr, S1.6 

Mrs.  Palmer's, Yellow— small  aheUa  and  fragments— green 

sand  a  trace, 82.9 

Beqj.  Walker's. Blue— (o^en  sand  a  trace, 18.0 

Warner  Oeoige's, Blue— shelly  fragments— green  sand  a  trace,    14.7 

CoL  Palmer's, Li|rht— confclomerated  fragments  of  shell— 

sliffhtly  compact— green  sand  a  trace, ....    57.0 

do.  Shells  decomposed  and  partially  cemented,.    87.5 

Dr.  Jones's, ditto,  porous, 86.8 

Union  miUs, Yellow— small  shells  in  tbmiginous  sand, . .    28.8 

do loghtr— quite  comiwct— shells  small— green 

sand  a  trace, 62. 6 

Col.  PfaiL  Branam's, Blue — tenadous— small  shells— green  sand 

a  trace, 21.5 

Mr.  S.  I>owning's, Bluish— 10  or  12  per  cent,  of  green  sand,. . .    17.0 

Braxton  Tomlin's, Light— shelly  fragments— green  sand  a 

trace, 82.9 

8.  Downing's, No.  (4)— Whiter-compact,  with  impressions 

of  shells,  containing  pebbles — specked 

with  green  sand, 67.4 

Williamson  Tomlin's,....    Blue— with  small  snells^-green  sand  a  trace,    28.8 

WssnCOBBLAlTD. 

Stratford  Clilb,. Blue— pavtially  cemented— green    sand  a 

trace, 44.8 

BiCBXOND. 

B.  0.  Jeffriee's, Blue— with  small  bivalve  shells, 27.7 

Wm.  Bernard's, Blue — with  decomposed  fliigments  of  shells    12.5 

Mr.  Sannders', Very  compact— quite  perceptibly  specked 

with  irreen  saiid— very  little  sneliy  mat- 
ter,..!^       9.0 
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LoeaUUM.  ObtrnmaUom.  OoHf.  Lime, 

NOKTHU¥BKRT.ATffD. 

John  Fulks^B, Light  blue--«mall  flnupnents  of  shell, 17.0 

Walter  Hice^s, Very  ferru^nous  and  compact— with  fng- 

menta  or  shell — specked  with  green  sand  6.8 

ICr.  Hedley'a, Yellow— green  sana  a  trace, 21.6 

Knro  Gboboe. 
HiUonMachadozrun,....   Blne~~a  little  green  sand, 17.0 

Matbbws. 

A.  Bruton^s, Shells  conglomerated— occasionally  crystal- 

Ured— light, 4«.8 

Warehouse  Creek, Compact  and  semi-crystalline— fermginoos,    87.6 

Middlesex. 

Doctor  Bowan's, No.  (1)— Light— oontuning  small  fragments 

of  Bbell, 89.7 

do.  No.  (2)— consisting  of  small  bivalve  shells 

— green  sand  a  trace, 48.8 

Prospect  Hill  Creek  Shore,    Comix)sed  entirely  of  small  shells  intermixed 

with  sand — green  sand  a  trace, 88.6 

D.  OakB*8, No.  (1 )— White— in  small  nodules— green 

sand  a  trace, 78.4 

do No.  (2)  ditto, 69.8 

do No.(8)  ditto, 76.1 

do ditto, 76.0 

do ditto, 73.8 

Capt.  Hailey's, Light — containing  fragments  of  shell  —  a 

little  green  sand, 26.1 

C.  Braxton's, White — shells  decomposed — green  sand  a 

trace, 64.7 

do Shells  loss  decomposed  and  slightly  ce- 
mented,       67.0 

do ditto, 87.0 

Col.  Blaky's, White — decomposed  shells  and  fragments 

cemented, 82.9 

GLOrOBSTBB. 

Mr.  Pointer's, Yellow — clayey— containing  a  good  many 

ostrcas, 60.0 

Boberts's  Mill, Upper  stratmn — containing  fiagments  of 

sheUs, 84.0 

Gloucester  Town, Shells  decomposed  and  slightly  cemented,..    40. 9 

Mr.  Billups's, White — shells  decomposed — green  sand  a 

trace,. 87.6 

Mr.  ThruRton's, Shells  docompoeed  and  slightly  cemented,..    60.2 

Mr.  B.  Peraill's, Fragments  oi  shell  cemented— green  sand 

a  trace, 71.6 

Bobins's  Mill, Blue — tenacious — shells  decomposed— green 

sand  a  trace, 89.7 

Jones's  Mill, Upper  stratum — ^white— shells  very  much 

decomposed  and  slightly  cemented, 51.1 

Mr.  Beverage's, Shells  much  broken— a  good  many  partially 

decomposed  chamas— green  sand  a  trace,.  67.9 
HiU  near  Bobins's  Mill,..    Consisting  chiefly  of  broken  firagmenta  of 

shell,. 80.6 

Mr.  Beverage's, Small  fragments  of  shell — greenish— green 

Band  a  trace, 42.0 

Gloucester  Town. ditto,      richly  specked  with  green  sand,    41 . 6 
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LoeaUiiM.  ObtetwOions,  Oarb.  Lime, 

F.  Oliver's, Small  fingmentsofshell,  green  sand  a  trace,    7S.6 

From  the  Boad  between 
Glouoester    Courthouse 

and  Gloucester  Town,..    In  nodules, 61.1 

Courthouse  Creek  Biid^,.    Fra^ents  of  shell  with  sand  intermixed, . .    46.5 

Mr.  Billupa' s, White — decomposed  and  partially  cemented 

—green  sana  a  trace, 61.1 

Knro  &  Qcxxir. 

Piedmont, Blue— containing  ft-agments  of  shell— green 

sand  a  trace, 88.6 

do.     lower  bank, Blue,  ditto,  ditto, 22.2 

Mr.  Bagby's, White— shells  finely  decomposed  and  poiv 

tially  ceinented, 80.6 

do.         Blue — containing  fragments  of  shell, 80.6 

Mr.  Mann*8, Lifht— nodular^ 78.4 

do White— containing  small  Augments  of  shell,    80.6 

Mr.  Burton's, Light — shells  decomposed — occasionally  ce- 
mented,      86.2 

Mr.  Atkins's, Small  fhigments  of  shell, 76.1 

Mr.  By  land's, Shells  decomposed, 46.5 

Mr.  Motley's, Blue— small  shells  and  fragments— green 

sand  a  trace, 14.7 

Mr.  Pollard's, Blue — fragments  of  shell — green  sand  a 

trace, 21.6 

Mr.  Ores]iam'.s, Light — fragments  and  decomposed   shell 

slightly  cemented, 82.9 

Mr.  Duval's, BluiMi— small  Augments  of  shell,  prindpally 

of  the  chama— green  sand  a  trace, , .    78.7 

Knro  WxLLiAir. 

Robert  Hill's, Light — shells  decomposed  and  very  slightly 

cemented. 64.6 

do Light— shells  decomposed  and  slightly  com- 
pact,       68.4 

do.         Large  fragments  of  shell  in  blue  sand — 

green  sand  a  trace, 12.6 

Mr.  Edwards's, Light— decomposed  shells  and  fiiiffments,..    76.1 

Mr.  EUet's, Blue— containmg  firagments  of  shell, 7.9 

do.       light— tenacious — containing  perfect  shells 

and  fragments, 26.8 

Scotland  Banks, Blue — containing  fragments  of  shell, 7.9 

Mr.  Neal's, Fragments  of  shell  intermixed  with  sand- 
green  sand  a  trace, 21.6 

do ditto,  ditto,  ditto, 14.0 

Esaix. 

Dr.  Minor's, Blue— rather    compact— containing    fn^g- 

ments  of  shell  and  small  pebbles, 56.8 

Mr.  Hunter's, ditto, 17.0 

Dr.  Minor's, ditto,  green  sand  a  trace,  14.7 

Mr.  Bernard's, ditto, 84.6 

ISLB  or  WlOHT. 

Mr.  H.  Day's, Perfect  shells  and   flvgments— sometimes 

cemented— green  qand  a  trace, 76.1 

do.         Ferruginous  rock  marl— semi-crystalline — 

green  sand  a  trace, 77.2 

Mr.  Saunders's, (2d  stratumV— yellow— small  frriable  fi«g- 

ments  of  snell— considerable  green  sand,. .    48.8 
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LoealUi€».  ObmrvatUma.  Osr6.  lAme. 

Mr.  Saunders's (8d  stratom),  small  fHable  fVagmenta  of  shell ,    60. 2 

do ditto, 42.0 

James  Pedin's, Light— shells  entirely  decomposed— nodu- 

hir— ffreen  sand  a  trace, 54.5 

Bay's  Point, Blue— mablo— micaoeoos  and  sandy, 7.9 

6.  Puidie's, Shells  and  fragments  in  a  light  tenacious 

day— iVcquently  rich  in  indurated  casta 
of  the  ohama— green  sand  a  trsoe— some- 
times a  firagmentaiy  oonglomemte, 71.5 

do ditto, 62.5 

do Conglomerate,    ditto, 81.8 

do ditto,         68.6 

Mr.  White's, A  conglomerate  of  perfect  shells  and  frag- 
ments— ferruginous  and  semi-crystalline 

— very  compiMt, 91.8 

Mr.  S.  P.  Jordan's, Very  comminuted  ftagments  of  shell  in  a 

ferruginous  sand— green  sand  a  trace,. . .    58.4 

do.  ditto, 79.5 

Merit  Todd's, Light— rather  tenacious— shells  decomposed 

—green  sand  a  trace, 28.4 

do A  conglomerate  of  small  shells  and  fhig- 

ments,   intermixed   with   a   ferruginous 

sand— tinged  with  green  sand, 42.0 

Books, Blue — arenaceous — very     friable — contain- 
ing a  few  small  cythereaa, 7.95 

do A  coarse  shelly  oonglomerate— yelfow— oo- 

casionally  a  oast  or  the  chama, 78.4 

Mr.  Booth's, Of  a  very  light  yellow  colour— containing 

small  fragments— fit)quently  cemented,. .     64.7 

do Shells  decomposed— concretionary, 71.5 

John  Y.  Mason's, Small  cythereas  in  a  yellow  sand,  with  a 

few  other  shells  and  fhigmentsr— green 
sand  a  trace, 85.8 

Naxsexond. 

Town  Point, Ferruginous — consisting  of  small  shells  and 

fragments, 67.5 

2  miles  above  Town  Point,.    Ferruginous — consisting  of  small  shells  and 

frainnents, 52.8 

Mr.  Reeling's, Small  shells  and  fragments  in  a  light  sand 

—also  fttigmcnts  of  the  pecten— some- 
times con^omerated, 75.0 

do More  ferrugmous — containing  fewer  shells .    80.6 

Below  Dumpling  Island,. .    A  conglomerate  of  fragments— quite  com- 
pact,      86.2 

do.  . .    Finely  comminuted  shelly  matter— deeply 

tinged  with  iron. 71.5 

Mr.  Cowper's, Ferruginous — consisting  chiefly  of  fine  fi:ag- 

ments, 72.7 

Near  Suflblk, ditto,  ditto,    green, 

sand  a  trace, 17.0 

Upper  shore  of  Nansemond 
nver  (near  the  mouth),..    Small  fraffments  of  shell,  with  perfect  shells, 

intermixed— ferruginous, 82.9 

Point  above  Sleepy  Hole 

ferry, Principally  chamas  and  crepidulas,  intei^ 

mixed  with  yellow  sand, 48.2 

Near  Suffolk, Bine— containing  finely  divided  shelly  mat- 
ter,      22.7 
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LoealUUt.  (^MtvaUont,            Carb,  IAm6, 
Upper  shore  (near  Sleepy 

'    Hole  ferry), •  Blae — oontaining  fine  and  coarse  fingments 

of  small  shells, 80.6 

Col.  Corbell's,. . .' Small  fragments  of  shell— ferruginous, ....  62.5 

do.         ditto,            76.2 

H^j.  Crocker's, ditto,           64.7 

do ditto,            28.0 

W.H.Goodwin's, ditto,            68.4 

Hr.Phillips's, ditto,            80.6 

Near  Chncatook  mill, ... .                           ditto,           82.9 

SuzABBTH  Cmr. 
Hampton, Ferruginous — fVagmeilb  of  shells  with  per- 
fect shells  intermixed, 71.5 

do ditto.  26.0 

SUBBT. 

Mrs.  Fauloons's, Yellow— consisting  of  deoompoaed  shells 

and  Augments — occasionally  slightly  ce- 
mented,   64.5 

8  or  4  miles  above  Four 

Mile  tree, Fragments  of  shell  in  white  sand— slightly 

intermixed  with  green  sand. 47.2 

do.  A  yellow  conglomerate  of  shells  and  casts,.  78.40 

Near  Four  Sfile  tree, Fragments   ^  shells  and   undeoomposed 

shells, 88.6 

Mr.  Organ's— Clermont,..    Yellowish  white— fine   and   friable— oocar- 

siouxdlv  concretionary. 71.5 

Wakefield, Liffht — shells  generally  oeoompoeed — a  few 

fragments  in  a  white  sand — green  sand  a 

trace, 61.1 

do.     Bluish — shells  very  much  decomposed, ....  75.0 

Douglas's, White  indurated  casts  of  chamas, 87.5 

Clermont  (river  shore),. . .    Blue— largely  intermixed  with  green  sand 

— shells  finely  decomposed, 10.2 

CJpper  Chipoke  Creek, ....  A  cakareo-siliceous  conglomerate — very 
compact— containing  foments  of  pec- 
tens  and  casts  of  pemas, 55.6 

Stithes, Small  fra^ents  oi  shell  in  sand— a  good 

many  chamas— quite  richly  specked  with 

green  sand, 42.0 

^o ditto.  88.0 

Biver  shore    (above    the 
mouth  of  Coll^^  creek,)   Consisting  of  fragments  of  the  chama  in  a 

Uffht  sand, 44.8 

A.  C.  Jones's, Shells  and  fragments  in  a  light  sand— inter- 
mixed with  green  sand, 58.2 

Psnvos  OvoBos. 

Coggin's  Point, Small  shellsand  fragments  in  a  yellow  sand 

—green  sand  a  trace, 28.4 

Mr.  Prentice's, A  great  variety  of  shells  in  sand, 58.6 

Eveivreen, Fragments  of  shells  in  a  light  sand, 82.9 

Tarbay, ditto,  ditto,        19.4 

James  Crrr. 

King's  Mill, Chiefly  fragments  of  the  chama— intermixxxl 

with  green  sand, 56. 8 

Wabwick. 
Mr.  Wynn's ^5.0 
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EOCENE  MARLS. 

LoeaJUtM,  ObierwiHons,  Cbrft.  Urns, 

Chablbs  Citt. 

Herring  Creok, Liffht— ehelb  generally  decomposed— eli^ht- 

^  compact— intemuxed  with  green  aand,.  87.6 

do.  ditto,  60.0 

do.  ditto,  60.0 

PnnrcE  Geobox. 
Coggin's  point, Tellow— friable— no  traoee  of  Bhells — a  lit- 
tle green  sand, 6i.7 

do ditto,  87.5 

Majcox, Yellow — no  traces  of  shellB— in  nodules — 

siliooous, 42.2 

do Light — compact— containing  impressions  of 

shells  intermixed  with  green  sand, 78.8 

do.     (Mouth  of  Powell'B  creek),  ditto,        42.0 

G  nXSTBBFXXLD. 

Mrs.  Cocks' B, Indurated — containing  impressions  of  shells 

and  small  decomposed  shells  intermixed 

with  green  sand, 60.2 

do ditto,  76.1 

HXNBXOO. 

Mr.  Organ's, (Upner  plantation)— lizht— fine  and  friable 

—out  slight  traces  ot  shells — a  little  green 
sand,...: 47.2 

Deep  Bottom, Ligh t  yellow— indurated— homogeneous- 
containing  casts  of  shells — slightly  mica^ 
ceouB, 64.5 

The  scene  of  exploration  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  state  where 
the  entire  force  of  the  corps  was  actively  engaged,  from  Jane  nntil 
late  in  the  autumn,  embraced  all  the  region  lying  between  the  Blue 
Ridge  and  the  first  escarpment  of  the  coal-bearing  rocks  of  the 
Alleghany  proper.  Dividing  this  extensive  field  into  three  portions, 
hy  convenient  transverse  lines,  an  assistant,  with  snch  equipments 
as  were  thought  necessary,  was  allotted  to  each  district;  Mr. 
Oharles  B.  Hajden  being  placed  in  the  northern.  Professor  J.  B. 
Rogers  in  the  middle,  and  Professor  W.  E.  A.  Aikin  in  the  southern 
subdivision.  Pursuing  a  common  system  of  investigation  in  all  the 
districts,  we  commenced  our  enquiries  bj  numerous  observations 
along  the  western  declivity  and  flank  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  chiefly 
with  the  view  of  conclusively  determining  the  relation  of  the  rooks 
of  that  mountain  and  of  the  valley  to  the  west,  a  problem  of  some 
difficulty,  and  of  which  our  previous  exploration  had  not  furnished 
a  satisfactory  explanation.  Next,  by  a  series  of  transverse  lines, 
extending  from  the  Blue  Ridge  across  the  vallej,  and  numerous 
ranges  of  mountains  further  west,  we  proceeded  to  ascertain  with 
more  precision  than  had  yet  been  done,  the  law  of  succession  of  the 
various  rocks  composing  this  wide  belt  of  country,  noting  their  dip, 
arrangement,  character  and  mineral  contents  at  every  step,  and 
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tracing  geological  profiles  of  onr  roate.  In  this  portion  of  our 
labour  I  may  be  allowed  to  state,  that  the  fatigue  and  privation  to 
which  we  were  frequently  exposed  in  our  travels,  among  rugged 
mountains,  and  by  unfrequented  and  sometimes  almost  pathless 
routes,  were  not  a  little  lightened  by  the  animating  influence  of 
scenery,  at  once  wild  and  beautiful  and  sublime,  rich  in  subjects  for 
the  artistes  pencil,  and  preguant  with  lessons  for  the  geological 
enquirer. 

Guided  by  the  precise  knowledge  thus  attained,  of  the  general 
structure  of  the  regions  we  proposed  to  investigate,  we  entered  upon 
the  detailed  examinations  necessary  to  a  proper  developement  of  the 
mineral  resources  of  each  district,  and  to  the  introduction  of 
geological  delineations  on  the  state  map. 

Following  the  longitudinal  bearings  of  all  the  strata,  tracing 
them  through  the  valleys  or  along  the  flanks  and  summits  of  the 
mountains,  marking  their  boundaries  and  their  changes  of  extent 
and  structure,  and  carefully  pursuing  every  indication  pointing  to 
useful  economical  results,  we  have  been  enabled,  through  the  active 
labours  of  this  season,  to  accumulate  a  large  body  of  accurate  and 
valuable  details,  illustrating  the  resources  as  well  as  the  geological 
structure  of  extensive  portions  of  the  region  in  which  our  enquiries 
were  pursued.  Indeed,  such  has  been  the  success  of  the  plan  of  in- 
vestigation adopted,  that  but  for  numerous  errors  of  the  state  map, 
of  which  we  have  had  glaring  and  sometimes  ludicrous  illustrations 
in  the  course  of  the  season,  I  would  feel  myself  prepared  to  give  a 
visible  form  to  our  resalts  by  a  systematic  geological  colouring  of 
many  of  the  counties,  both  of  the  northern  and  middle,  as  well  as 
important  portions  of  the  southern  district. 

From  the  vast  extent  of  the  region  in  question,  the  intricacies  of 
geological  structure  occurring  in  many  parts  of  it,  and  the  natural 
obstacles  to  exploration  arising  from  the  singularly  rugged  topog- 
raphy of  its  mountainous  portions,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  that,  with 
the  force  at  our  command^  the  labours  of  a  single  season,  howeter 
active  and  judiciously  bestowed,  could  accomplish  but  a  part,  and 
that  by  no  means  the  larger  portion  of  the  researches  requisite  for  a 
minute  knowledge  of  its  structure,  and  its  peculiarly .  valuable 
mineral  contents. 

Aware,  as  the  board  must  be,  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
impediments  referred  to,  they  will  be  enabled  better  to  appreciate 
their  influence  upon  the  progress  of  our  researches,  from  the  con- 
sideration that  in  geological  explorations,  conducted  in  such  a  re- 
gion, satisfactory  results  are  rarely  to  be  attained  merely  by  the  in- 
vestigation of  exposures  occurring  along  a  highway,  or  in  positions 
equally  easy  to  be  reached.  The  ragged  valleys,  the  craggy  cliffs, 
the  steep  sides  and  rocky  summits  oi  the  mountains,  often  furnish 
the  most  valuable  guides  to  a  knowledge  of  geological  structure. 
Forsaking  the  path  of  the  ordinary  traveller,  and  plunging  into  the 
wildest  and  most  unfrequented  districts  of  the  region  he  is  explor- 
ing, the  geologist  is  called  upon  to  take  the  hunter  of  the  mountains 
for  his  guide,  and  to  thread  the  forest,  to  follow  the  rooky  channel 
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of  the  stream,  or  to  climb  the  towering  peak  in  search  of  forther 
lights  to  aid  him  to  sure  and  valaable  detenninations. 

Amid  the  wild  exhibitions  of  dislocation,  frequently  met  with  in 
the  mountains  of  this  region,  manj  interesting  and  nsef ul  facts  have 
been  observed,  while  the  most  striking  featares  of  scenery  neces- 
sarily associated  with  the  geological  phenomena  displayed,  have  been 
noted  as  suitable  snbjects  for  graphical  iUustration  at  some  ftiture 
day,  when  together  with  accurate  geological  sections  illustrative  of 
all  the  interesting  points  of  structure  in  onr  state,  it  is  my  earnest 
wish  to  be  enabled  to  present,  from  the  pencil  of  a  practised  artist., 
a  series  of  drawings  combining  similar  instructive  characteristics 
with  the  more  attractive  charms,  imparted  by  a  faithful  delineation 
of  the  beautiful  and  imposing  scenery  in  which  our  state  so  remark- 
ably abounds. 

Without  entering  into  a  detailed  account,  of  either  the  general  or 
minute  investigations  completed  or  in  progress  in  this  region,  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  board  to  some  of  the  enquiries  prose- 
cuted, and  some  of  the  results  determined,  in  each  of  the  three 
districts  in  question. 

In  the  northern  and  middle  districts,  the  interesting  fact  has  now 
been  conclusively  ascertained,  that  the  extensive  beds  of  sandstone 
composing  the  hills  along  the  western  flank  of  the  Bine  Ridge,  and 
sometimes  lying  upon  the  declivity  of  the  mountain,  or  resting  in 
lofty  peaks  near  its  summit,  are  subjacent  in  geological  position  to 
the  great  limestone  formation  of  the  valley;  and  that  from  the 
peculiar  attitude  in  which  this  rock  is  found,  and  the  marine  and 
littoral  impressions  with  which  it  is  sometimes  crowded,  it  marks 
out  the  ancient  coast-line  of  a  wide  spread  sea,  beneath  whose 
waters  the  vast  extent  of  sedimentary  rocks  stretching  westward 
from  the  ridge,  were  successively  deposited.  This  rock  has  in  many 
places  been  found  to  contain  beds  of  iron  ore,  though  in  general  of 
inferior  quality  to  that  met  with  in  the  limestone  of  the  valley. 

The  Massanntten  ranges,  including  the  Massanutten  proper,  the 
Middle,  Three- Topped,  Peaked  and  other  mountains,  as  well  as  the 
subordinate  hills,  and  the  intervening  valleys,  have  been  the  subject 
of  careful  study ;  and  a  clear  knowledge  has  been  attained  of  the 
structure  and  contents  of  nearly  the  whole  region,  from  the  Peak, 
near  Keezle  Town,  to  the  northern  termination  of  these  mountains, 
opposite  Strasburg.  Amid  the  indications  of  extraordinary  violence, 
niarlcing  the  rn^irged  scenery  of  this  remarkable  region,  the  most 
beautiful  symmetry  in  the  arrangement  of  the  component  strata  of 
the  hills  and  valleys  has  been  found  to  prevail ;  leading  to  interest- 
ing practical  conclusions  as  to  the  extent  and  continuity  of  the  use-' 
ful  mineral  productions  which  it  contains. 

The  heavy  beds  of  valuable  iron  ore,  of  which  extensive  ex- 
posures have  already  been  brought  to  light  in  supplying  this  mate- 
rial to  the  neighbouring  furnaces,  have  been  traced  for  great  distances 
along  the  borders  of  the  slate,  subjacent  to  the  massive  sandstone, 
of  which  the  principal  ridges  are  composed ;  and  an  ore  of  still  su- 
perior quality,  associated  wi^  the  red  and  variegated  shales,  higher 
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up  in  the  geological  series,  has  been  discoyered  in  many  parts  of 
the  Big  and  Little  Fort  valleys,  exposed  in  layers,  which,  from  the 
extent  of  the  line  of  their  outcrop,  are  probably  continnoasly  associ- 
ated with  the  strata,  to  which  they  appertain.  Looking  to  the  rela- 
tion now  proved  to  exist  between  the  rocks  of  this  region,  and  the 
limestone  of  the  valley  on  either  nde,  the  hope  that  has  from  time 
to  time  been  entertained  of  the  discovery  of  coal  within  these 
mountains,  is  to  be  looked  npon  as  entirely  without  grounds ;  beds 
of  this  material  have  in  no  instance  been  discovered  iu  strata  so  low 
in  our  geological  series  as  are  the  slates  and  sandstones  of  which 
this  region  is  composed,  nor  have  any  indications  of  it  ever  been 
observ^  in  these  rocks  either  in  Pennsylvania  or  this  state.  In 
thus  prominently  and  decidedly  announcing,  this  negative  result,  it 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  remark,  that  however  opposed  may  be  such 
a  conclusion  to  the  wishes  of  those  who  fondly  imagine  that  every 
variety  of  mineral  treasure  is  to  be  found  in  every  portion  of  our 
mountain  districts,  much  good  is  likely  to  result  from  a  determina- 
tion calculated  to  prevent  explorations  which  could  only  lead  to 
disappointment,  and  perhaps  terminate  in  serious  loss. 

The  wide  belt  of  date  forming  the  basis  of  the  sandstones  of  the 
Massanutten  ranges,  and  extending  in  the  same  general  direction 
into  Maryland  on  the  one  side,  and  into  the  southern  parts  of  the 
valley  on  the  other,  has  been  traced  throughout  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  these  districts,  and  its  boundaries  carefully  noted  down ;  at 
the  same  time  that  the  iron  and  manganese  ore,  which  it  contains, 
have  been  attentively  examined. 

Observation  has  also  been  directed  to  the  numerous  varieties  of 
limestone  forming  the  great  agricultural  wealth  of  our  valley  coun- 
ties, in  these  districts  as  well  as  further  south.  Addition^  speci- 
mens have  been  collected  with  a  view  to  the  systematic  arrangement 
of  the  several  distinct  species  of  this  rock,  under  the  heads  of  sim- 
ply calcareous,  or  inagnesian,  or  hydraulic,  according  to  the  results 
of  chemical  examination.  The  iron  ores  associated  with  these  strata, 
have  also  been  examined  at  various  points,  and  specimens  reserved 
for  similar  practical  objects. 

In  that  portion  of  the  two  districts  in  question,  extending  ft>om 
the  western  boundary  of  the  valley  limestone  to  the  escarpment  of 
the  Alleghany  rocks,  research  has  been  more  especially  directed  to 
the  region  lying  west  of  the  Oacapon  river,  and  of  the  Great  Shen- 
andoah mountain,  although  numerous  sections  have  been  made 
crossing  the  intervening  belt  In  the  adoption  of  this  course,  I 
have  been  influenced  by  the  results  of  former  observations,  leading 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  low  ranges  flanking  the  valley  to  the  west 
could  never  be  satisfactorily  investigated  until  the  structure  of  the 
region  beyond  was  clearly  nnderstood.  From  the  very  remarkable 
geological  appearances  generally  presented,  where  the  most  eastern 
of  these  ranges  meets  the  valley  rocks,  it  became  apparent  during 
the  last  year,  that  the  nsual  and  otherwise  invariable  order  of  suo- 
cession  of  the  several  members  of  our  series  of  rocks  was  here  vio- 
lently intermpted,  and  that  the  limestone,  one  of  the  lower  mem- 
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bers  of  the  group,  was  brought  in  contact  with  strata  nearly  ap- 
proaching in  position  to  the  carboniferous  slates  and  sandstones  so 
widely  extended  over  the  region  westward  of  the  Alleghany.  This 
line  of  fault,  of  which  indications  are  to  be  met  with  at  most  of  the 
gaps  immediately  west  of  the  valley,  appears  to  extend  with  but 
little  interruption  throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  state,  and 
presents  a  striking  illustration  of  the  stupendous  violence  of  the 
forces  by  whose  agency  the  strata  of  the  valley  and  of  the  parallel 
mountain  chains  lying  to  its  west,  have  been  caused  to  assume  the 
positions  which  they  now  exhibit.  Without  entering  more  into 
detail  in  regard  to  this  interesting  and  extraordinary  feature  in  our 
geology,  it  will  be  apparent  to  the  board,  that  repeated  and  careful 
observations  made  at  various  points  along  the  line  of  dislocation, 
must  be  requisite  to  a  sure  determination  of  the  point  in  the  geo- 
logical scale  to  which  the  strata  thus  abutting  against  the  vidley 
should  be  referred.  And  the  more  caution  is  required  in  this  inves- 
tigation as  these  strata  have  in  many  places  been  found  to  contain 
an  anthracite  or  semi-bituminous  coal,  and  the  probability  of  its 
continuity  or  available  importance,  might  in  some  degree  depend 
on  the  opinion  formed  of  the  rocks  with  which  it  is  associated. 
While  from  these  consideratious,  I  directed  examination  chiefly  to 
the  region  situated  more  to  the  west,  so  that  in  another  season  we 
might  approach  this  tract  of  more  perplexing  difficulty  with  the 
useful  lights  afforded  by  a  clear  knowledge  of  strata  whose  connec- 
tion we  could  trace  with  them,  attention  has  been  Incidentally  be- 
stowed at  several  points  upon  the  coal-bearing  rocks  adjacent  to 
the  valley.  The  interest  naturally  felt  in  the  existence  of  a  deposit 
of  coal  appearing  at  many  localities  along  the  line  in  question,  and 
from  its  vicinity  to  a  populous  and  thriving  region,  invested  with 
peculiar  importance,  renders  me  reluctant  without  much  more 
detailed  examination  than  I  have  yet  bestowed  upon  it,  to  venture 
npon  an  opinion  as  to  its  actual  extent,  or  to  affirm  positively  its 
position  in  the  geological  series,  as  compared  with  the  anthracite  of 
Pennsylvania,  or  the  bituminous  coal  of  our  western  counties. 
This  much,  however,  I  may  with  propriety  declare,  that  though 
undoubtedly  far  less  extensive  than  the  formation  in  Pennsylvania, 
its  almost  unqnestionable  continuity  in  some  districts,  as  for  in- 
stance, in  Montgomery,  Wythe,  &c.  over  great  distances,  and  tlie 
available  thickness  and  good  quality  of  the  coal  where  exposed,  lead 
to  the  opinion  that  it  is  destmed  at  some  day  to  become  an  impor- 
tant item  in  the  resources  of  the  surrounding  region.  I  may  vent- 
ure further  to  add,  though  reserving  this  opinion  to  be  corrected 
by  future  observations,  that  from  the  examinations  thus  far  made, 
the  rocks  with  which  this  coal  is  associated  would  appear  to  occupy 
a  lower  place  in  the  series  than  the  bituminous  coal  measures  of  the 
west,  or  the  shales  and  sandstones  of  the  anthracite  of  Pennsylvania; 
and  that  they  will  probably,  in  most  cases,  be  fonnd  to  refer  them- 
selves to  the  most  inferior  member  of  the  group.  In  what  is 
here  stated  in  relation  to  our  anthracite  and  semi-bitnminons  coal, 
the  board  will  understand  me  as  not  confining  my  remarks  to  the 
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two  districts  of  which  I  am  at  present  treating,  bat  as  designing 
tbein  to  apply  also  to  the  southern  district. 

In  parsaing  onr  researches  to  the  west  of  the  belt  of  which  we 
have  jnst  been  speaking,  the  general  arrangement  of  the  strata, 
which,  with  the  assistance  of  rrofessor  U.  D.  Rogers,  I  had  been 
enabled  to  establish  daring  the  preceding  season,  as  applicable  to 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  and  which  he  has  since  ascertained, 
with  some  modifications,  to  apply  to  New  York,  was  foaqd  to  fur- 
nish an  invalaable  guide.  Directed  by  this  arrangement,  of  which 
a  descriptiye  account  will  hereafter  be  given,  the  explorations  in 
Hampshire,  a  part  of  Morgan,  Hardy,  Pendleton,  Bath,  Pocahontas, 
Alleghany,  and  portions  of  Greenbrier  and  Monroe,  were  conducted 
with  great  minuteness  of  detail  and  with  the  most  satisfactory  re- 
salts.  Without  entering  into  the  particulars  of  our  investigations, 
I  would  mention  as  illustrating  the  activity  and  success  with  which 
our  researches  were  carried  on,  that  a  complete  and  accurate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  structure  of  a  large  part  of  the  region  referred 
to  has  been  attained,  and  with  the  materials  now  in  liand,  the  space 
occupied  by  the  several  rocks  throughout  a  wide  area,  could  be 
delineated  in  geological  colours  on  the  state  map.  In  these  minute 
enquiries,  as  necessary  data  for  obtaining  valuable  practical  results, 
the  various  modifications  of  geological  arrangement  occurring  at 
different  points  of  each  valley  and  range  of  mountains  were  care- 
fully traced  out. 

Among  the  facts  of  economical  interest  developed  in  the  course 
of  these  researches,  may  be  mentioned  the  determination  of  the 
almost  uniform  occurrence  of  a  peculiarly  valuable  description  of 
iron  ore  in  connection  with  a  certain  member  of  our  series  of  rocks, 
frequently  displayed  for  great  distances  along  the  sides  and  summits 
of  the  ridges  in  this  region.  This  ore  presents  itself  in  layers  ar- 
ranged parallel  with  each  other,  and  separated  by  thin  strata  of  a 
reddish  shale.  Though  rarely  occurring  in  single  beds  of  great 
tbickneaa,  the  multiplication  of  small  seams,  exhibited  at  numerous 
points,  indicate  the  abundance  in  which  it  might  be  procured,  while 
the  friable  and  yielding  condition  of  the  enclosing  material  would 
greatly  facilitate  its  removal  from  the  places  in  which  it  is  embedded. 
In  the  Enobly,  New  creek,  Patterson^s  creek,  Oapon,  North  fork, 
Prop*8  gap,  South  branch.  Warm  spring,  BuUpastnre  and  Back  creek 
mountains,  and  in  fact  in  a  great  migority  of  the  more  considerable 
ridges  of  this  region,  the  presence  at  this  ore  has  been  recognized 
either  at  isolated  points,  or  continuously  for  a  length  of  several 
miles,  exhibiting  in  all  cases  the  same  associated  shales,  and  occu- 
pying an  invariable  station  in  the  geological  series.  Of  the  extraor- 
dinary value  of  this  ore,  the  experience  of  the  furnaces  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  it  has  recently  been  brought  into  use,  furnishes  the 
most  conclusive  evidence.  And  since  the  discovery  of  its  admi- 
rable adaptation  for  the  furnace,  it  has  been  keenly  sought  after, 
and  seams,  which  if  of  a  different  material,  would  from  their  thin- 
ness have  remained  unnoticed,  have  not  only  been  diligently  but 
profitably  worked.    In  alluding  to  this  important  fact,  the  board 
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will  permit  me  to  saj,  that  it  is  not  a  little  gratifying  to  me  to  haye 
reached  a  rescdt,  thus  illastratiTe  of  the  advantages  of  the  mode  of 
research  which  has  heen  parsaed,  and  of  the  ntility  of  that  system- 
atic delineation  of  the  strata,  which  it  is  hoped,  will  form  one  of 
the  crowning  works  of  the  survey. 

Without  attempting  to  particularize  economical  or  general  re- 
sults, it  may  be  proper  to  aidd  that  the  limestones,  frequently  de- 
velope<l  to  a  consiaerable  extent  in  this  region,  giving  fertility  to 
many  of  the  long  and  narrow  valleys,  and  providing  a  rich  natural 
pasturage  on  the  broad  and  undulating  tops  of  many  of  the  mount- 
ains, has  been  the  subieot  of  attentive  observation  and  analysis. 
It  is  a  fact  of  interest,  though  as  yet  but  little  known  or  appreciated, 
that  owing  to  the  extent  to  whidi  one  of  these  calcareous  rocks  is 
frequently  spread  out  upon  the  summits  of  some  of  the  more  mass- 
ive of  these  ridges,  soils  of  a  highly  productive  character  are  often 
to  be  met  with  in  positions  where  it  might  be  supposed  they  would 
be  least  likely  to  occur ;  and  the  traveller,  who  has  bestowed  no 
attention  upon  the  geological  structure  of  the  mountains,  cannot 
fail  to  experience  the  most  gratifying  surprise,  when,  after  toiling 
over  hills  of  slate,  and  climbing  a  rocky  defile  over  fragments,  and 
amid  impending  dififs  of  sterile  sandstone,  he  finds  himself  suddenly 
on  the  margin  of  an  undulating  plateau  of  shales  and  limestones,  in 
an  open  and  in  some  cases  a  cultivated  region.  On  the  Knobly,  the 
Prop's  gap,  Bullpasture  and  other  ranges,  these  tracts,  of  high  agri- 
cultural vdue,  are  continuously  exposed.  I  may  here  add  that  the 
occurrence  of  this  limestone  in  immediate  contiguity  with  the  red 
ahale,  of  whose  valuable  contents  I  have  already  spoken,  invests  it 
with  additional  importance,  and  the  existence  in  it  of  calcareous 
bands,  capable  of  fiimishing  an  excellent  water  cement,  specimens 
of  which  are  now  in  progress  of  analysis. 

In  the  south-western  portion  of  the  region  to  which  we  are  now 
alluding,  commences  an  extensive  tract  of  calcareous  shales  and 
sandstones,  which,  expanding  in  breadth  as  it  stretches  south  and 
west,  constitutes  the  rich  agricultural  and  grazing  regions  of  Poca- 
hontas, Greenbrier,  Monroe  and  Giles,  and  bestows  productive  soils 
upon  the  counties  lying  in  the  same  direction,  as  far  as  the  south- 
ern boundftry  of  the  state. 

Of  this  important  member  of  the  series,  Pennsylvania  is  almost 
entirely  deprived,  and  the  developement  is  comparatively  inconsider- 
able, even  in  Virginia,  until  we  reach  the  region  just  referred  to, 
where  its  great  expansion  renders  it  a  prominent  and  happy  feature 
in  the  geology  of  the  state.  Although  in  the  middle  and  southern 
districts,  especially  the  former,  the  character  of  these  shales  and 
limestones  have  been  carefully  examined,  and  numerous  specimens 
of  the  latter  analyzed,  much  research  yet  remains  to  be  bestowed 
upon  them,  both  in  connexion  with  their  agricultural  and  economi- 
cal value,  and  the  origin  of  those  medicinal  ingredients  which  have 
given  such  merited  celebrity  to  a  number  of  our  watering-places 
situated  in  the  midst  of  these  strata,  and  forming  not  one  of  the 
least  of  the  blessings  attendant  upon  the  geological  developement  of 
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this  portion  of  our  series  of  rocks.  The  existence  in  this  region  of 
a  highlj  valuable  form  of  iron  ore  bearing  some  analogy  to  that  last 
described,  has  been  ascertained  by  observations  at  severd  points, 
and  suggests  the  propriety  and  probable  importance  of  further  re- 
searches on  the  subject. 

Of  the  progress  and  results  of  our  researches  in  the  southern 
district,  some  opinion  will  already  have  been  formed  from  the  gen- 
eral statements  above  submitted  in  relation  to  the  other  two  subdi- 
visions. It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  difficulties  of  a  peculiar 
kind  have  attended  our  investigations  in  this  district.  The  particu- 
lar succession  of  limestones,  slates  and  sandstones,  forming  the  geo- 
logical series  to  which  the  structure  of  the  northern  and  middle  dis- 
tricts has  been  in  all  oases  satisfactorily  referred,  cannot  be  applied 
in  elucidating  the  arrangement  of  the  strata  in  the  southern  district, 
without  considerable  modification.  Moreover,  certain  peculiarities 
of  structure  evidently  related  to  the  new  direction  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  and  the  parallel  ranges  north-west  of  the  valley,  while  they 
increase  the  interest,  augment  the  difficulty  of  the  problems  here 
offered  for  investigation.  While,  therefore,  a  large  share  of  atten- 
tion has  been  devoted  to  the  examination  of  objects  of  economical 
importance,  whenever  they  have  been  presented,  much  research  has 
been  necessary  to  remove  the  obscurity  in  which  the  geological 
order  of  the  strata  of  this  district  was  involved,  and  to  arrive  at 
sure  conclusions  as  to  the  relations  borne  by  them  teethe  rocks  of 
which  the  other  districts  were  composed.  In  tracing  the  modifica- 
tions of  several  of  the  members  of  the  series,  as  they  are  prolonged 
in  the  south-west,  and  unfolding  the  nature  and  precise  order  of  the 
strata  as  displayed  in  that  portion  of  the  state,  considerable  progr^ess 
has  been  made,  but  further  research  is  still  required  in  regard  to 
several  important  features  in  its  geology.  The  board  need  not  to  be 
informed  that  it  is  by  such  researches,  far  more  than  by  the  mere 
examination  of  mineral  localities,  or  the  tracing  of  exposure  of  ma- 
terials of  economical  value,  that  the  useful  objects  of  the  survey  are 
to  be  promoted.  From  the  general  uniformity  with  which  particu- 
lar ores  or  other  useful  minerals  are  associated  with  particular  mem- 
bers of  the  series  of  rooks,  as  already  illustrated  in  the  case  of  the 
valuable  iron  ore  of  Hampshire,  Hardy,  Pendleton,  and  other  coun- 
ties, it  must  be  apparent  that  in  tracing  any  individual  rock  through- 
out its  course,  and  much  more  in  developing  the  general  order  in 
which  the  strata  are  arranged,  results  of  the  highest  utility  are  dis- 
closed, illustrating  equally  the  resources  of  aU  parts  of  the  region 
investigated,  and  furnishing  the  only  safe  guide  to  the  more  minute 
examinations  which  are  to  form  the  basis  of  individual  enterprise. 

In  pursuing  these  leading  objects,  a  great  number  of  transverse 
lines  have  been  explored,  extending  in  many  instances  entirely 
across  the  region,  and'  including  on  the  east  a  large  portion  of  the 
rocks  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  the  Pilot,  Poplar  Camp  and  Iron 
mountains,  while  numerous  lines  of  observation  connecting  them 
have  served  to  throw  light  on  the  structure  of  the  intervening  belts 
of  country.    As  evidence  of  the  extent  and  minuteness  with  which 
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these  preliminary  ezaminations  have  been  conducted,  and  as  indi- 
cating some  of  the  important  general  resalts  to  wtiich  they  have  led, 
I  would  refer  the  board  to  the  approximate  profiles,  twenty  in  num- 
ber, exhibiting  the  strata  of  this  region,  either  thronghont  its  entire 
breadth,  or  in  particular  portions,  where  more  precise  investigation 
was  soffgested  by  the  peculiar  importance  or  the  difficulty  of  oi)tain- 
ing  a  clear  knowledge  of  the  geological  structure  involved.  With 
these  sections,  amid  the  yarious  determinations  not  embodied  in 
them,  as  our  guides,  the  operations  of  a  future  season  will  be  greatly 
facilitated ;  and  I  feel  assured  that  the  obscurity  yet  remaining,  in 
regard  to  the  structure  of  some  portions  of  this  cnrions  and  affluent 
district  of  the  state,  will  be  satisfactorily  removed. 

At  the  same  time  that  these  more  general  and  fundamental  en- 
quiries were  in  active  progress,  much  attention  was  devoted  to  the 
examination  of  the  known  localities  of  iron  ore,  lead,  gypsnm,  salt 
and  coal,  and  to  the  fnrther  developement  of  these  materials,  by 
carefully  tracing  the  strata  with  which  they  were  found  to  be  geo- 
logically associated.  Of  the  important  economical  resnits  to  which 
these  general  as  well  as  detailed  explorations,  when  brought  to  a 
close,  are  likely  to  develope,  it  would  of  course  be  inexpedient  as 
well  as  premature  now  to  speak.  I  may,  however,  be  permitted  to 
remark,  that  our  investigations  thus  far  have  tended  to  confirm  the 
favourable  impression  already  existing  as  to  the  extent  and  variety 
of  the  mineral  resources  of  this  region.  As  conspicuous  among  the 
future  sources  of  wealth  and  prosperity  throughout  this  region,  I 
may  be  again  permitted  to  call  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the  ex- 
traordinary abundance  and  excellent  qualities  of  its  iron  ores.  Be- 
sides innumerable  exposures  of  this  material  in  various  parts  of  the 
great  limestone  valley,  and  among  the  ridges  lying  to  the  north- 
west, I  would  particularly  bring  to  notice  the  very  extensive  range 
of  deposits  which,  commencing  at  Mack^s  run  and  pursuing  a  course 
parallel  to  the  Poplar  Camp  and  Iron  mountains,  within  from  two 
to  four  miles  of  their  base,  continues  to  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  state.  In  this  region,  from  two  to  three  miles  in  width,  this  ore 
is  found  in  the  flanks  of  the  calcareous  ridges  in  massive  beds,  fre- 
quently enclosed  by  walls  of  limestone,  and  usually  of  a  quality  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  the  uses  of  the  furnace.  There  is,  perhaps,  no 
other  portion  of  the  great  limestone  valley,  either  in  Pennsylvania 
or  Virginia,  so  bountifully  supplied  with  this  material  in  so  avail- 
able a  sliape,  and  none  in  which  this  valuable  resource  has  been 
more  indolently  improved.  A  deep  sense  of  the  almost  unrivalled 
importance  of  the  iron  ores  of  this  and  the  other  districts  referred 
to,  must  excuse  the  repeated  allusions  of  which  it  has  been  the 
theme,  especially  when  it  is  considered,  that  from  the  frequency  of 
the  occurrence  of  this  material  in  various  parts  of  the  state,  the 
high  interest  which  ought  to  attach  to  such  a  possession  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  adequately  felt. 

In  regard  to  the  anthracite  or  semi-bituminous  coal  exposed  at 
yarious  points  in  the  district  here  referred  to,  it  would  be  premature 
in  the  present  stage  of  our  investigations,  to  present  any  further  or 
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more  decided  yiews  than  have  been  already  snbmitted  while  allud- 
ing to  the  peoaliar  striictore  of  the  ranges  on  the  western  margin  of 
the  vallej.  I  would,  howev^er^  observe  that  much  has  already  been 
done  in  ascertaining  its  geological  position  and  economical  charac- 
ter, both  as  presented  under  the  circumstances  alluded  to  in  the 
Brush  or  Litue  Walker's  mountain,  and  under  somewhat  different 
relations  in  the  Catawba  mountain  and  the  Peaked  knob  of  Draper's 
mountain,  as  well  as  in  some  other  localities  in  which  small  expoa- 
nres  have  been  discovered. 

Of  those  peculiar  and  inestimable  funds  of  mineral  wealth,  the 
salt,  phdster  and  lead  of  this  region,  I  feel  justified  in  saying  that 
the  investigations  bestowed  on  them  during  the  past  season,  have 
served  to  impart  even  higher  ideas  of  their  importance  than  had  al- 
ready been  formed,  while  I  would  add,  that  the  enquiries  relating  to 
their  extent  are  still  in  progress,  and  cannot  be  completed  without 
much  additional  exploration. 

In  thus  alluding  to  the  economical  bearings  of  our  researches  in 
this  district  in  the  course  of  the  last  season,  I  would  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  board  to  a  feature  in  its  geology  of  great  agricultural  in- 
terest, and  which,  though  locally  well  known,  appears  to  be  but 
imperfectly  understood  or  appreciated  by  those  residing  at  a  dis- 
tance :  I  allude  to  the  large  extent  of  surface  occupied  by  calcareous 
rooks  in  that  portion  of  the  re^n  lying  to  the  north-west  of  the 
Gap  or  Walker's  mountain.  Without  attempting  to  define  the  ex- 
tensive valley  and  mountain  tracts,  thus  prepared  liberally  to  re- 
ward the  toil  and  enterprise  of  the  husbandman,  it  will  be  sufficient 
to  remark,  that  from  this  cause  large  portions  of  Giles,  Tazewell, 
Russell,  Scott  and  Lee  counties,  present  a  surface  happily  adapted 
to  agricultural  industry,  combining  the  rich  spontaneous  growth  of 
mountain  pasturage,  with  the  generous  products  of  a  lowland  soil 
of  unusual  fertility.  Nor  can  I,  while  alluding  to  these  interesting 
features  in  the  structure  of  the  south-west  portion  of  the  state, 
avoid  expressing  the  earnest  hope,  that  in  the  progress  of  those 
great  schemes  of  improvement  which  are  daily  giving  fresh  anima- 
tion to  the  hopes  of  patriotism  throughout  Virginia,  effectual  meas- 
ures will  be  adopted  for  giving  access  to  these  and  other  productive 
regions  now  lying  uncultivated,  neglected,  and  almost  unknown. 
And  looking  to  the  influence  which  these  facilities  of  communica- 
tion will  exert,  may  we  not  indulge  the  pleasing  anticipation,  that 
ere  long  the  crowd  of  our  emigrating  fellow-citizens,  now  yearly 
thronging  the  great  highways  leading  to  the  west  and  south,  will 
be  invited  to  spread  the  blessings  of  agricultural  enterprise  and  skill 
over  the  rich  valleys  and  mountain  sides  of  their  native  land. 

It  will  be  apparent,  from  the  preceding  remarks,  that  the  deter- 
mination of  the  order  in  which  the  several  members  of  our  geologi- 
cal series  are  arranged  throughout  the  region  west  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  constitutes  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  valuable  results 
yet  developed  by  the  labours  of  the  survey,  not  only  leading  to  curi- 
ous and  important  conclusions  of  a  strictly  scientific  nature,  but  fur- 
nishing a  sure  guide  to  researches  of  economical  value.    In  this  as- 
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peot,  therefore,  and  with  the  view  of  illastrating  nntnerous  allusions 
in  the  present  report,  as  well  as  of  affording  nsefol  practical  sug- 
gestions to  those  who  may  be  interested  in  developing  the  resources 
of  the  region  in  question,  I  feel  assured  that  the  board  will  not  deem 
it  uninteresting,  in  this  place,  to  offer  a  brief  description  of  the  sev- 
eral important  members  of  the  series  of  rooks  occnpjing  the  region 
west  of  the  Bine  Ridge,  illustrating  their  economical  character  in 
connexion  with  their  structure,  position  and  extent 

Restricting  our  view  to  that  portion  of  the  region  lying  between 
the  Blue  Ridge  and  the  coal-bearing  rocks,  forming  the  eastern  es- 
carpment of  the  Alleghany,  which  lies  northward  of  the  New  river, 
we  find  that  the  whole  of  this  vast  territory  is  made  up  of  sand- 
stone, limestones,  slates  and  shales,  arranged  in  an  invariable  order 
of  superposition,  and  capable  of  being  readily  arranged  in  a  geologi- 
cal series,  consisting  of  eleven  distinct  and  well  characterised  mem- 
bers. 

In  regard  to  the  continuation  of  this  region  through  the  south- 
west portion  of  the  state,  as  formerly  remarked,  important  modifi- 
cations in  some  of  the  members  of  tiie  series  are  found  to  occur, 
which  although  already  to  some  extent  traced  out,  have  not  been  so 
completely  developed  as  to  warrant  a  full  and  determinate  descrip- 
tion of  them  at  this  time. 

Tbroughont  the  whole  of  the  vast  area  extending  from  the  Blue 
Ridge  westwards,  the  strata  are  for  the  most  part  of  oceanic  origin. 
In  each  of  the  eleven  members  of  the  series,  as  well  as  in  the  coal- 
bearing  rocks  lying  still  further  west,  the  remains  of  marine  ani- 
mals are  frequently  to  be  met  with,  and  in  many  instances,  their 
relics  constitute  a  large  portion  of  the  substance  of  the  rock ;  thus 
confirming  the  inferences  derived  from  the  nature  and  structure  of 
the  materials  of  the  strata  themselves,  and  clearly  attesting  the  fact 
of  their  having  been  deposited  along  the  shores  and  at  the  bottom  of 
a  wide-spread  ocean. 

As  already  remarked,  the  position  and  character  of  the  sand- 
stone, resting  in  many  places  upon  the  western  declivity  of  the 
Blue  Ridge,  and  forming  broken  ranges  of  hills  along  its  base,  most 
distinctly  and  beautifully  mark  out  the  coast  line  of  the  ancient  sea, 
while  the  peculiar  impressions  hereafter  to  be  described,  as  so 
abundantly  exhibited  upon  and  throughout  this  rock,  afford  a  strik- 
ing confirmation  of  its  littoral  origin,  or  at  least  of  its  having  been 
deposited  in  shallow  water,  and  near  the  margin  of  the  sea. 

The  view  thus  presented  of  the  oceanic  formation  of  the  strata 
of  this  portion  of  the  state,  and  the  facts  above  referred  to,  illus- 
trating the  eastern  boundary  of  this  ancient  sea,  though  fraught 
with  deep  interest  when  considered  merely  in  relation  to  the  geol- 
ogy of  our  own  territory,  assume  a  far  higher  importance  when  as- 
sociated with  the  more  ample  investigations  and  developments  of 
Professor  H.  D.  Rogers  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York.  Studying 
the  various  members  of  the  geological  series,  as  they  appear  through- 
out large  portions  of  those  states  and  Virginia,  identifying  theiu  as 
they  are  exhibited  in  the  region  of  our  great  lakes,  and  in  parts  of 
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the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  he  has  traced  oat  the  ancient  coast  line 
of  the  vast  ocean,  beneath  which  they  were  SDCcessively  deposited, 
following  its  great  inflexion  as  it  bends  westward  along  its  northern 
margin — ^and  thos  connecting  in  one  comprehensive  and  sublime 
generalization,  the  entire  geological  system  of  a  large  portion  of  our 
continent,  and  clearly  demonstrating  the  operation  of  similar  geo- 
logical oanses  over  an  extent  of  territory,  and  with  a  regalarity  of  law 
of  which  there  is  perhaps  no  equally  remarkable  example  in  the 
whole  field  of  modern  exploration. 

Description  of  the  several  Members  of  the  Geological  Series 
belonging  to  the  Region  West  of  the  Blue  Ridge, 

Designating  each  member  or  group  of  rocks,  by  the  number  ex- 
pressing its  position  in  the  series,  the  lowest  being  indicated  by 
No.  1,  and  describing  them  in  the  ascending  order,  according  to  the 
law  of  superposition  by  which  they  have  been  found  to  be  invari- 
ably arranged,  we  will  commence  with 

(No.  1.)— This  rock,  or  group  of  rocks,  which  is  frequently  ex- 
hibited in  extensive  exposures  along  the  western  side  and  base  of 
the  Blue  Bidge,  more  eepeciaUy  in  the  middle  counties  of  the  valley, 
is  usually  a  compact,  rather  fine-grained,  white  or  yellowish  grey 
sandstone.  Where  resting  on  the  declivity  of  the  ridge,  it  presents 
a  gentle  inclination  to  the  north-west — while  the  subjacent  and 
more  ancient  strata  of  the  ridge,  in  almost  every  instance,  dip 
steeply  to  the  south-east.  In  Page,  Rockingham,  Augusta  and 
Rockbridge  counties  this  rock  forms  the  irregular  and  broken 
ranges  of  hills  lying  immediately  at  the  foot  of  the  main  Blue  Ridge, 
and  sometimes  attaining  an  altitude  little  inferior  to  that  of  the 

Erindpal  mountain.  A  level  re^on,  sometimes  of  considerable 
readth,  and  strewed  profusely  with  the  fragments  of  this  rock,  in 
general  intervenes  between  these  rugged  hills  and  the  first  expos- 
ures of  the  valley  limestone ;  thus  indicating  at  once  the  extent  oi 
tiie  formation,  and  the  violence  of  the  forces  to  which  it  has  been 
subjected.  In  many  instances  two,  sometimes  three,  ranges  of  hills 
are  interposed  between  the  limestone  and  what  may  be  considered 
as  the  termination  of  the  rocks  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  in  which  case  the 
sandstone  of  those  nearest  the  ridge  exhibits  peculiarities  of  com- 
position and  structare  which  distinguish  it  from  the  rock  found  in 
more  remote  positions.  Talcose  and  micaceous  matter  make  their 
appearance  in  it;  its  specific  gravity  is  increased,  and  a  jointed 
structure  is  developed  to  so  great  a  degree  that  it  becomes  diflScult 
to  recognize  its  true  plane  of  dip.  Of  the  innumerable  cross  joints 
by  which  it  is  subdivided  into  somewhat  rhombic  forms,  the  most 
conspicuous  are  those  running  N.  E.  and  8.  W.,  and  imparting  to 
the  rock,  though  nearly  horizontal  in  its  bedding,  the  appearance  of 
a  steep  south-easterly  dip.  This  micaceous  and  talcose  variety  is 
sometimes  found  in  the  same  hill  underlying  the  more  purely  silice- 
ous rock. 

The  latter,  in  nearly  all  the  exposures  from  the  Balcony  falls  to 
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Thornton^s  gap,  as  well  as  in  yarions  other  places,  exhibits  yague, 
faooidal  and  zoophytic  impressions  on  the  surfaces  of  bedding;  to- 
gether with  innumerable  markings  at  right  angles  to  the  stratifica- 
tion, penetrating  in  straight  lines  to  great  depths  in  the  rook,  and 
from  then*  frequency  and  parallelism  determining  its  cleavage  in 
nearly  vertical  planes.  These  markings  are  of  a  flattened,  cylindri- 
cal form,  from  ith  to  -,^th  of  an  inch  broad,  giving  the  surface  of 
the  fractured  rock  a  ribbed  appearance,  and  resembling  perforations 
made  in  sand  which  have  been  sabsequently  filled  up,  without  de- 
stroying the  distinctness  of  the  original  impression.  Precisely  simi- 
lar markings  are  found  in  great  abundance  in  the  white  compact 
sandstone  occurring  at  a  higher  point  in  the  series,  associated  with 
numerous  unequivocal  impressions  of  fucoides. 

The  extent  to  which  these  sandstones  are  developed  is  compara- 
tively inconsiderable  in  the  southern  and  northern  counties  of  the 
valley,  and  their  structure  and  composition  are  in  many  respects 
materially  changed. 

The  jointed  structure  so  thoroughly  pervades  them  in  these  dis- 
tricts, as  to  render  it  extremely  difficult  to  ascertain  the  dip;  but  in 
numerous  instances,  especially  in  Floyd^  Montgomery,  Wythe,  &c. 
the  bedding  is  nearly  vertical,  dipping  in  most  instances  in  conform- 
ity to. the  rocks  of  the  Blue  Ridge,,  that  is,  to  the  south  and  east.  In 
no  portion  of  the  region  occupied  by  these  rocks  can  their  nature 
and  relations  be  more  satisfactorily  studied  than  along  the  eastern 
margin  of  Augusta,  Rockingham  and  Page  counties.  In  many  parts 
of  this  district,  not  only  the  bold  ranges  of  bills  skirting  the  western 
base  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  but  sevend  of  the  lofty  peaks  and  ranges 
lying  upon  the  western  slope  of  the  main  mountain,  are  composed 
of  these  materials.  At  Mount  Torrey,  and  Turk's,  and  Simmons  gap, 
as  well  as  at  numerous  intervening  points,  this  arrangement  is  strik- 
ingly observed;  and  as  already  remarked,  the  sandstone  thus  resting 
upon  the  breast,  and  near  the  main  ridge  of  the  mountain,  presents 
a  gentle  but  uniform  inclination  to  the  north-west.  At  Cailowa/^s 
rocks,  and  the  Black  rocks,  lying  north  of  Turk's  gap,  stupendous 
exposures  are  to  be  seen ;  the  rock  in  the  two  former  instances  be- 
ing remarkably  hard  and  sonorous,  of  a  slightly  ferruginous  hue, 
and  cleft  by  smooth  joints  at  right  angles  to  the  bedding,  which  is 
nearly  horizontal,  thus  presenting  the  appearance  of  huge  blocks  of 
masonry  piled  in  massive  rectangular  columns  on  the  top  and  sides 
of  the  ridge,  where  the  exposures  occur.  In  the  knob,  which  tow- 
ers to  our  left,  as  we  commence  our  descent  towards  the  valley 
along  the  Turk's  gap  road,  the  impressions  or  markings  above  de- 
scribed are  abundantly  exhibited.  This  vast  mass  of  outlying  sand- 
stone, presents  a  gentle  western  inclination,  while  the  rocks  upon 
which  it  rests  are  seen  dipping  steeply  to  the  south-east.  These 
minute  details  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  rocks  in  question, 
together  with  the  references  to  particular  exposures  calculated  to 
illustrate  their  structure  and  arrangement  will,  I  trust,  not  be 
deemed  unimportant  in  a  geologiofd  point  of  view,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  they  relate  to  the  first  member  of  that  vast  series  of 
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strata  wbose  law  of  suooession  we  have  proposed  to  elaoidate,  and 
that  they  mark  out  the  commencement  or  a  train  of  geological 
operations,  which  in  their  progress  have  given  origin  to  the  rocky 
strata  of  a  large  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  junction  of  these  sandstones  with  the  limestone  of  the 
valley,  deposits  of  iron  ore  are  occasionally  to  bd  found,  which,  al- 
though sometimes  of  a  good  quality,  is  often  blended  with  oxide  of 
manganese. 

(No.  2.) — ^The  second  member  of  our  series,  is  the  valley  lime- 
stone with  its  associated  slaty  and  siliceous  bands.  Without  enter- 
ing into  specific  descriptions  of  all  the  marked  varieties  of  this 
rock,  occurring  at  various  points  within  the  valley  or  elsewhere,  it 
will  be  sufficient  at  this  time  to  refer  to  some  of  its  more  distin- 
guishing features,  economically  as  well  as  geologically  considered. 
Varying  in  colour  from  the  deepest  blue,  approaching  black,  to  a 
light  grey,  and  sometimes  an  almost  pure  white,  presenting  every 
modification  of  texture  from  the  uniform  and  compact  grain  of  a 
marble,  susceptible  of  the  highest  polish,  to  the  soft,  slaty,  or  harsh 
arenaceous  structure,  and  exhibiting  a  composition  equally  diversi- 
fied, varying  from  the  pure  calcareous  spar,  to  the  siliceous,  the 
aluminous,  and  the  magnesian  limestone,  it  is  obvious,  that  no  one 
general  description  will  be  applicable  to  its  numerous  modifications. 
For  a  mineralogioal  and  chemical  account  of  those  varieties,  princi- 
pally interesting  in  an  economical  point  of  view,  I  would  refer  to 
the  observations  and  chemical  results  embraced  in  my  last  yearns 
report.  Numerous  analyses  have  been  made  both  before  and  since 
that  time,  and  investigations  on  the  same  subject  are  still  in  progress. 

With  the  view  of  affording  further  detailed  information  in  regard 
to  the  constitution  of  these  rocks,  so  important  in  their  apulication 
to  agricultural  and  architectural  purposes,  the  following  aaditional 
analytic  results  may  here  be  usefully  subjoined : 

1.  Hydraulic  limestone  from  Reynolds's  quarry,  Shepherdstown, 
called  grey  cement.  This  specimen  is  of  a  light  grey  colour,  rather 
slaty  fracture,  moderately  fine  texture,  and  dull  lustre.  In  the  100 
grains  it  yielded 

Carbonate  of  lime, 28.90  grs. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 24.36 

Silica, 42.90 

Ox.  iron  and  alumina, 2.10 

Water  and  loss, 6.74 

The  very  large  proportion  of  silica  present  in  this  specimen,  is 
the  most  remarKable  feature  in  the  above  results,  and  illustrates 
what  was  formerly  stated  in  regard  to  the  highly  siliceous  nature,  in 
general,  of  the  hydraulic  limestones  of  our  state.  Tlie  following 
specimen  fVom  the  same  vicinity,  presents  a  far  less  proportion  of 
tnis  ingredient: 

2.  Hydraulic  limestone,  Reynolds's  quarry,  very  fine  texture, 
and  nearly  white  colour. 
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Carbonate  of  lime, 67.50  grs. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 8.86 

BUica, 12.60 

Ox.  iron  and  alumina, 7.00 

Water  and  loss, 4.54 

8.  Limestone — near  Cliarlestown,  on  the  road  to  Locke's  tav- 
ern—coarse grain,  yery  hard,  of  a  light  grey  ooloar,  apparently 
hydraulic.  This  is  one  of  the  numerous  localities  situated  on  a  belt 
of  this  rock,  running  east  of  Charlestown. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 88.66 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 9.50 

Silica, 42.50 

Ox.  iron, 2.00 

Alumina, 1.50 

Water  and  loss, 6.84 

4.  Limestone — ^fonr  miles  from  Harper^s  Ferry,  on  the  road  to 
Martinsburg— coarse  grain,  light  grey  colour,  tineed  with  red.  This 
specimen  presents  the  carbonate  of  lime  with  but  little  admixtore, 
and  forms  an  admirably  pure  lime. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 95.86 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 1.46 

Silica, 1.83 

Ox.  iron,  alumina,  water  and  loss, 0.85 

6.  Limestone — from  half  mile  west  of  New  Market— close  and 
fine  grained,  fracture  semi-conchoidal,  dark  dun  colour,  makes  ex- 
cellent lime. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 86.16 

Silica, 4.50 

Ox.  iron  and  alumina, 0.84 

Water  and  loss, 6.50 

This  is  destitute  of  all  traces  of  magnesia. 

6.  Limestone — ^from  near  Luray — rather  fine  texture,  and  dingy 
blue  colour,  proposed  to  be  used  as  a  fiux  for  iron. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 78.00 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 11.37 

Silica, 5.50 

Ox.  iron  and  alumina, 0.77 

Water  and  loss, 4.86 

7.  Limestone — two  miles  from  Christiansburg,  towards  Blacks- 
burg,  Montgomery  county — rather  coarse  grain,  irregular  fracture, 
tendency  to  lamination,  light  greyish  blue. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 52.50 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 34.84 

Silica, 6.84 

Ox.  iron  and  alumina, 0.84 

Water  and  loss, 8.48 
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It  sbonid  be  remarked  in  relation  to  these  results,  that  while  in 
the  4th  and  6th  8i)ecimen8  we  are  presented  wHh  examples  of  lime- 
stone of  a  very  pare  character,  and  especially  salted  to  agricaltaral 
nses,  in  the  others  we  have  additional  instances  of  the  highly  mag- 
nesian  and  hydraalio  varieties,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  the 
former  report,  and  which  are  here  introdaced  with  the  view  of  con- 
firming the  statements  then  given  in  regard  to  the  nsual  aspect  of 
limestones  of  this  description.  Respecting  the  dark  blae  or  nearly 
black  variety  of  which  the  composition  was  at  that  time  particularly 
adverted  to  as  eminently  favourable  to  the  production  of  a  good 
agricultural  lime,  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  add  new  chemical 
illastrations  at  this  time.  On  this  head  I  would  merely  remark,  that 
the  results  of  our  analyses  have  been  found  very  uniform  in  regard 
to  this  variety,  always  indicating  great  richness  in  carbonate  of  lime. 

Adjacent  to  the  Blue  Ridge,  more  especially  in  the  south-west 
counties  of  the  valley,  the  limestone  presents  the  jointed  structure 
in  a  very  remarkable  degree.  In  Botetourt,  Montgomery,  Floyd, 
Wythe,  ^c.  the  innumerable  subdivisions  of  the  rock,  marked  by  a 
net-work  of  veins  of  calcareous  spar,  the  harsh  and  glistening  ap- 
pearance of  its  surface  when  fractured,  and  the  nearly  vertical  di- 
rection of  its  dip,  would  seem  to  indicate  the  modifying  influences 
to  which,  from  its  proximity  to  the  Blue  Ridge,  in  the  great  expan- 
sion of  that  mountain  to  the  south  and  west,  it  was  here  peculiarly 
exposed.  In  this  region  too,  more  than  in  any  other  portion  of  the 
valley,  the  general  tendency  of  the  Hraestone  to  a  south-eastern  dip 
is  to  be  remarked — in  fact  it  rarely  shows  itself  in  any  other  atti- 
tude, and  then  only  for  a  small  distance.  The  thin  layers  of  a  more 
or  less  calcareous,  dark  blue  or  brown  slate,  often  interposed  be- 
tween the  beds  of  limestone  in  the  northern  and  middle  counties, 
become  more  frequent  and  have  greater  magnitude  in  the  south- 
west. There,  as  may  be  well  seen  in  parts  of  Floyd  and  Montgom- 
ery, these  interpolated  slates  of  a  brown,  red,  greenish-yellow,  or 
blue  colour,  occupy  a  large  surface,  forming  numerous  steep  ridges 
with  intervening  valleys  or  chasms  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pilot 
mountain,  and  occurring  also,  though  less  abundantly,  towards  the 
north-west  margin  of  the  valley. 

This  member  of  our  series,  thus  extensively  exposed  in  the  great 
valley  of  the  state,  is  also  occasionally  bronght  to  light  at  points 
more  or  less  renaotely  to  the  west.  Thus  the  beautiful  valley  of 
Grab-bottom  in  Pendleton,  and  the  Warm  spring  valley  in  Bath, 
owe  their  fertility  and  their  gracefully  undulating  surface  to  the 
presence  of  this  rock.  In  both  these  instances,  as  might  be  expected, 
an  anticlinal  arrangement  of  the  strata,  giving  rise  to  a  narrow  val- 
ley of  elevation,  has  caused  the  exposure  of  the  limestone,  while  the 
slate  and  sandstone  constitute  the  third  and  fourth,  or  two  succeed- 
ing members  of  the  series,  dipping  away  from  the  valley  on  both 
sides,  or  the  hills  or  mountains  by  which  it  is  enclosed. 

Organic  remains,  though  not  in  general  abundant  in  the  valley 
limestone,  may  be  discovered  sparsely  distributed  in  many  of  the 
beds  of  which  it  ia  composed,  and  are  found  in  particular  layers  or 
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bands  in  the  greatest  prof  asion.  It  would  appear  that  they  become 
more  nameroaa  as  we  approach  the  upper  limit  of  the  limestone, 
where  it  a^oins  the  third  or  next  superior  member  of  our  series. 
In  these  positions  the  rook  is  frequently  crowded  with  impressions 
and  remains  of  Encrinites,  Spirifers,  Productas,  Terebratulaa,  Ortho- 
ceratites,  &c.  In  some  of  the  slaty  bands,  and  in  the  cherty  beds 
so  largely  interstratified  with  the  limestone  of  the  v^alley,  Goniatites, 
Ammonites,  and  other  remains,  are  by  no  means  unfrequent,  and 
when  found  are  generally  in  a  beautiful  state  of  preservation. 

The  travertine,  or  deposite  marls,  of  which  mention  has  been 
made  on  former  occasions,  though  not  peculiar  to  the  limestone  of 
which  we  are  now  treating,  is  so  much  more  abundant  in  the  great 
valley  of  the  state,  as  to  merit  some  notice  in  this  place.  From  the 
extent  of  its  exposures  in  many  places,  from  its  great  richness  in 
carbonate  of  lime,  and  from  the  facility  with  which,  without  any 
previous  preparation,  it  can  be  applied  to  the  soil,  it  certainly  pre- 
sents  strong  claims  to  the  attention  of  the  agriculturist;  but,  as  yet, 
examples  of  its  application  are  exceedingly  rare,  and  never  of  satis- 
factory extent.  With  the  view  of  inviting  an  earnest  attention  to 
this  resource,  by  showing  in  how  great  a  degree  it  abounds  in  cal- 
careous matter,  I  subioin  the  following  chemical  results.  From 
these  it  will  be  seen,  that  if  any  good  is  to  be  anticipated  from  the 
employment  of  calcareous  manures  in  this  region — and  of  such  a 
result  experience  leaves  no  doubt — great  benefits  may  be  predicted 
from  the  employment  of  these  marls. 

1.  Marl  from  Tumbling  run,  4  miles  from  Strasbnrg, 

Carbonate  of  lime,  84.5  grs.  in  the  100. 

2.  "     from  Kite's  mill,  8  miles  north  of  Strasburg, 

Oarbonateof  lime,  87.5 

8.     "     from  Flowing  Spring  run  mill,  2 J  miles  from  Charles- 
town,  Carbonate  of  lime,  85.2 

4.  "      from  Brook  creek,  between  Strasburg  and  Woodstock, 

Carbonate  of  lime,  85.2 

5.  '^     from  the  Opequon,  between  Winchester  and  Strasburg, 

Carbonate  of  lime,  89.7 

6.  "      from  6  miles  north  of  Woodstock, 

Carbonate  of  lime,  76.3 

7.  **      same  locality, 

Carbonate  of  lime,  91.0 

8.  *'     from  mtgor  Stuart's,  near  Waynesborough, 

Carbonate  of  lime,  81.8 

9.  "     from  White  Plains,   near    Newmarket,   substratum   in 

field,  Carbonate  of  lime,    85.22 

10.  "      same  locality. 

Carbonate  of  lime,  79.54 

11.  "      same  locality, 

Carbonate  of  lime,  76. 1 8 

Besides  these  deposits  of  travertine  marl,  found  in  the  valleys 
and  along  the  rivulets,  in  almost  every  part  of  the  vdley,  there  oc- 
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curs  in  several  localities  in  Floyd  county,  a  rocky  travertine  of  great 
compactness  and  parity,  and  of  a  crystalline  texture,  adapting  it  to 
building  or  ornrmental  uses.  Unlike  the  former  variety,  this  occurs 
high  up  on  the  sides  of  the  limestone  hills,  forming  a  mantle  over 
the  calcareous  rock,  and  evidently  deposited  from  springs  or  from 
the  natural  inundation  of  water  issuing  from  the  calcareous  strata, 
here  greatly  fissured,  and  bringing  with  it  large  quantities  of  the 
carbonate  of  lime  in  solution.  In  the  same  region,  and  associated 
with  the  valley  limestone,  occurs  that  interesting  and  valuable  sill* 
ceous  deposit,  the  Montgomery  Buhr.  Varying  from  a  greyish  and 
yellowish  white  to  a  deep  orange  brown,  and  presenting  a  cellular 
texture  and  great  hardness  and  sharpness  of  grit,  this  unique  mate- 
rial possesses  qualities  which  admirably  adapt  it  to  the  formation  of 
mill-stones ;  and  is  accordingly,  though  to  a  much  less  extent  than 
could  be  wished,  used  for  this  purpose. 

It  is  in  this  member  of  the  series  that  the  only  available  deposit 
of  lead  ore  in  the  state  occurs ;  a  description  of  the  several  varieties 
of  which,  as  found  in  Wythe,  was  given  in  the  report  of  last  year. 

Another,  and  by  far  the  most  important,  of  the  minerals  it  con- 
tains, is  the  iron  ore,  of  which  several  of  the  most  successful  fur- 
naces in  the  state  have  Availed  themselves,  and  of  which,  particularly 
as  it  occurs  in  the  south-western  counties,  some  description  has  al- 
ready been  given.  This  mineral  presents  the  various  forms  of  com- 
pact, earthy,  cellular  and  pipe  iron  ore,  and  in  general  yields  a  metal 
of  admirable  quality. 

r^o.  8.) — This  member  of  the  series  consists  of  slates  and  slaty 
sanostones,  of  various  shades  of  bluish  black,  lead  colour  and  yel- 
lowish brown,  the  dark  varieties  in  general  predominating.  Their 
structure  is  laminated  and  fissile,  not  unfrequently  evincing  the 
presence  of  a  small  quantity  of  mica.  When  weathered  they  in 
most  cases  assume  a  yellowish  or  dingy  brown  appearance.  Usually, 
this  slate  is  devoid  of  carbonate  of  lime,  though  bands  are  occasion- 
ally met  with,  containing  organic  impressions,  and  of  a  composition 
more  or  less  calcareous.  Iron  pyrites  is  of  very  common  occur- 
rence, giving  origin  to  the  sulphureous  impregnation  of  numerous 
medicinal  springs,  taking  their  rise  in  these  rocks,  some  of  which, 
as  the  Shannondale  and  Winchester  springs,  have  attained  extensive 
reputation. 

Resting  immediately  upon  the  upper  boundary  of  the  valley 
limestone,  (No.  2,)  this  rock  or  group  of  strata  is  exhibited  on  a 
very  extensive  scale  along  the  base  and  fianks  of  the  Peaked  moun- 
tain, and  the  Massanutten,  and  other  parallel  ranges,  in  Rocking- 
ham, Shenandoah,  Page,  &c.  counties.  From  the  synclinal  struct- 
ure of  most  of  these  ridges,  the  slate  is  exposed  on  both  sides  of 
the  mountain^  dipping  inwards,  that  is,  to  the  north-west  on  the 
eastern  side,  and  to  the  south-east  on  the  western  side.  The  :^trik- 
ing  symmetry  of  contour  exhibited  by  the  Peaked  mountain,  when 
viewed  endwise  from  a  point  south  of  the  termination  of  the  range, 
illustrates  the  basin-shaped  arrangement  of  the  strata  of  slate  rest- 
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ing  in  a  troagh  of  the  sabjacent  limestone,  and  sarmonnted  by  the 
sandstone  which  forms  No.  4  of  our  series.  There  are  few,  perhaps 
no  other  exposures  in  the  state  in  which  the  structure  and  relations 
of  these  slates  can  be  so  satisfactorily  observed,  as  in  the  group  of 
mountains  here  referred  to ;  and  in  no  part  of  this  interesting  region 
can  such  observations  be  made  with  more  readioese,  and  more  in- 
stractive  results,  than  in  the  line  from  M^Gaheysville,  across  the 
Peaked  moantain,  towards  Eeezle  Town.  Leaving  the  former  place, 
wliich  is  situated  in  the  valley  limestone,  we  are  accompanied  for 
some  distance  by  that  rock,  presenting  a  dip  towards  the  mountain, 
that  is,  to  the  west  and  north.  Quitting  the  limestone  we  enter 
upon  the  slate  resting  upon  it  and  exhibiting  the  same  dip.  This 
rock  attends  us  as  we  ascend  the  eastern  side  of  the  ridge,  always 
presenting  the  western  dip,  and  exhibiting  towards  its  upper  bound- 
ary bands  of  a  more  calcareous  nature,  and  thin  layers  of  a  dark 
brown  slaty  sandstone,  both  of  which  abound  in  impressions  of  en- 
crini  and  other  organic  remains.  This  brings  us  to  the  massive 
white  sandstone,  hereafter  to  be  described,  which  rests  conformably 
on  the  slate,  and  forming  a  deep  trough  or  narrow  valley  on  the 
top  of  the  range,  is  seen  dipping  towuds  the  east  and  south,  high 
up  along  the  western  side.  Descending  below  this  sandstone  we 
reach  the  slate  again,  now  dipping  to  the  east  and  presenting  the 
same  characters  as  on  the  eastern  slope.  This  continues  to  near  the 
base,  when  we  meet  with  the  limestone  dipping  beneath  the  slate, 
or  to  the  east,  and  thus  completing  the  trough-shaped,  or  synclinal 
arrangement  of  the  strata  of  the  mountain.  Beyond  the  northern 
termination  of  this  group  of  mountains  the  slate  forms  a  wide  belt, 
passing  through  Frederick  county  and  on  to  the  Potomac,  and  im- 
parting marked  peculiarities  to  the  topography  and  agricultural 
features  of  the  region.  A  similar  prolongation  of  this  rock  may  be 
traced  south  of  the  Peak,  near  Eeezle  Town,  extending  with  a  vari- 
able breadth  through  Augusta  county,  where  it  is  finely  exposed  on 
Christianas  creek,  near  Staunton,  and  even  passing  into  Rockbridge. 
Besides  occurring  in  various  other  parts  of  the  valley,  in  greater  or 
less  extent,  it  is  also  exhibited,  as  will  readily  be  inferred,  along  the 
margins  of  those  anticlinal  valleys,  such  as  Grab-bottom  and  the 
Warm  spring,  in  which  No.  2  occurs,  lying  upon  that  rock,  and  pre- 
senting the  same  general  characters  as  above  described. 

In  an  economical  point  of  view,  this  rock  is  chiefly  interesting, 
from  being  the  repository  of  beds  of  iron  ore  of  great  extent  and 
value,  and  of  large  deposits  of  the  oxide  of  manganese.  In  regard 
to  the  former,  incalculably  the  more  important  of  the  two,  the  ex- 
traordinary productiveness  of  this  rock  has  fdready  been  illustrated 
in  sketching  some  of  the  results  of  our  researches  in  the  Big  and 
Little  Fort  valleys  of  the  Massanutten.  But  I  may  be  allowed  again 
to  call  attention  to  the  rich  abundance  and  excellent  quality  of  the 
iron  ores  appertaining  to  this  member  of  our  series,  as  forming  a 
part  of  the  structure  of  those  mountains,  as  well  as  to  the  ample  de- 
posits exhibited  in  numerous  other  localities  in  oonnexion  with  the 
same  rook.  Though  not  unfrequently  impregnated  with  manganese, 
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these  orcB  are,  for  the  most  part,  well  adapted  to  the  furnace,  and 
yield  a  metal  of  excellent  qnalitj.  Their  position  is  generally  near, 
or  at  the  upper  limits  of  the  slate,  or  between  it  and  the  sandstone, 
and  they  seem  to  have  been  derived  from  the  ferrnginons  ingredi- 
ents of  both  these  rocks,  through  the  influence  of  slow  chemical 
changes  and  infiltration. 

From  the  resemblance  this  slate  occasionally  presents,  both  in 
colour  and  texture,  to  the  shale  of  the  coal  measures,  expensive  ex- 
plorations have  been  made  with  the  view  of  reaching  the  coal  it  has 
been  supposed  to  contain.  But,  as  I  have  already  stated,  there  is  no 
warrant  for  such  an  opinion,  either  in  the  geological  situation  of  the 
rock,  or  in  the  results  of  observation  in  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  this 
state. 

(No.  4.) — ^Resting  upon  the  slates  above  described,  tliere  occurs 
a  group  of  sandstones  of  which  incidental  mention  has  already  been 
made  in  treating  of  those  rocks,  as  exhibited  in  the  Massanutten 
ranges.  This  member  of  our  series  may  be  described  as  couHisting 
of  alternations,  generally  two  in  number,  of  red  or  brown,  and  com- 
pact white  sandstone,  the  former  frequently  graduating  into  an 
ochreous  shale.  The  latter  rests  upon  the  shale  or  red  sandstone  in 
both  instances,  and  from  its  massiveness,  durability,  and  the  white- 
ness of  its  weathered  surfaces,  forms  a  very  conspicuous  feature  in 
the  geological  scenery  of  many  of  our  mountains.  Near  the  upper 
limits  of  this  group,  as  well  as  in  connexion  with  the  shaly' bands 
beneath,  organic  impressions  are  often  abundantly  discovered.  The 
thin  slabs  of  hxtff  and  olive  sandstone  lying  near  the  top,  are  partic- 
ularly rich  in  these  remains,  among  which  may  be  noted  as  pecul- 
iarly abundant,  a  small  globose  terebratula,  and  at  least  two  well 
characterised  species  of  fucoides.  Cylindrical  markings,  similar  to 
those  of  No.  1,  are  often  exhibited  in  great  numbers  in  the  more 
compact  and  fine-grained  white  or  pinkish  white  strata  of  this 
gronp.  An  iron  ore  is  frequently  associated  with  the  more  slaty 
strata,  and  is  of  almost  invariable  occurrence  in  connexion  with  the 
ponderous  brown  sandstone  which  forms  the  boundary  between  this 
and  the  next  superior  member  of  the  series. 

In  the  Peaked,  Massanutten,  and  other  adjacent  ridges,  the  shaly 
bands  are  scarcely  to  be  discerned,  while  the  white  sandstone  is 
developed  in  great  extent,  forming  all  the  upper  portion  of  the 
mountain,  and  presenting  long  lines  of  cliffs  on  either  side.  Here 
much  of  the  rock  is  a  coarse  and  very  hard  conglomerate,  the  frag- 
ments often  angular,  and  generally  but  imperfectly  water  worn,  thus 
adapting  it  to  be  used  for  millstones,  and  giving  it  a  texture  and  as- 
pect strikingly  distinguishing  it  from  the  coarse  sandstones  and  con- 
glomerates occurring  higher  up  in  the  series.  In  the  region  lying  to 
the  west  or  north-west  of  the  great  valley,  where  the  chief  expos- 
ures of  this  group  of  rocks  occur,  they  present  all  the  characters 
above  described.  In  many  of  the  more  massive  mountains  in  this 
part  of  the  state,  these  strata  are  found  in  the  interior  of  the  range, 
forming  one  or  more  enormous  and  sometimes  unbroken  arches,  8ii»- 
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taining  the  rocks  placed  higher  in  the  series,  and  exhibiting  in  the 
natur^  sections  by  which  the  interior  structure  is  exposed,  some  of 
the  most  wildly  picturesque  scenery  in  the  state.  The  Great  North 
mountain  lyiug  to  the  west  of  Rockingham  and  Shenandoah  coun- 
ties, is  composed  of  this  sandstone,  even  to  its  very  summit;  and  on 
its  top,  an  a  along  its  rugged  and  almost  inaccessible  sides,  bears 
witness  to  the  violence  of  the  dislocating  forces  which  have  bent 
these  massive  strata  into  arches,  broken  them  at  sharp  angles,  and 
tilted  them  on  end  or  folded  them  together. 

Immediately  exterior  to  the  slate  which  rests  anticlinally  upon 
the  Hmestone  of  the  Warm  spring.  Grab -bottom,  and  other  valleys 
of  elevation,  these  strata  reposing  upon  the  former,  lie  along  the 
outer  sides  of  the  enclosing  mountains,  spreading  a  mantle  of  white 
and  almost  herbless  rocks  far  down  the  declivity  of  the  ridge,  and 
forming  a  range  of  precipices,  like  a  line  of  lofty  battlements  along 
the  mountain  top.  Such  are  the  curious  and  striking  features  pre- 
sented in  the  Warm  Spring  mountain,  and  the  still  more  remarkable 
ridge,  called  the  DeviFs  Backbone,  as  well  as  in  numerous  other 
situations  in  which  our  researches  have  been  pursued. 

In  numerous  instances,  of  which  the  Enobly  and  North  fork 
ranges  may  he  taken  as  examples,  the  rocks  of  No.  4,  rising  in  the 
middle  of  the  mountain,  in  tne  form  of  a  stupendous  arch,  divide 
the  mountain  into  three  parallel  ridges ;  this  rock  composing  the 
central  one,  and  the  rocks  of  6,  6,  &c.  forming  those  on  either  side, 
thus  presenting  a  beautiful  symmetry  of  arrangement  in  the  midst 
of  apparent  confusion,  and  indicating  the  extent  to  which  denuding 
forces  must  have  operated  to  remove  the  vast  incumbent  mass, 
which  was  borne  up  hy  the  rising  strata,  when  the  great  central 
arch  was  originally  elevated. 

Another  very  curious  and  striking  exhihitinn  of  the  rocks  of 
No.  4,  is  displayed  in  the  long  line  of  hills,  which  is  washed  at  its 
western  base,  by  the  waters  of  the  North  fork  of  South  branch  of 
Potomac  in  Pendleton.  Here  the  strata  are  literally  on  end,  and  the 
rocks  of  No.  4,  instead  of  forming  an  arch,  are  folded  together  hy  a 
sudden  bending  at  the  top,  as  if  the  two  sides  of  the  arch,  by  the 
violence  of  lateral  compression  had  been  brought  in  contact,  while 
the  rocks  of  6,  6,  7,  &c.  are  symmetrically  disposed  in  almost  verti- 
cal planes  on  hoth  sides  of  the  crushed  axis.  The  massive  strata  of 
No.  4,  resisting  the  action  of  the  weather,  or  of  denuding  forces, 
are  seen  towering  ahove  the  adjacent  more  destructible  rocks,  and 
at  each  of  the  numerous  openings  in  the  raufe,  these  white  sheets 
and  grotesque  pinnacles  of  rock,  rising  on  either  side,  add  a  pecul- 
iar wildness  to  the  vista-view  of  dark-wooded  slopes  of  the  Great 
North  Fork  mountain,  of  which  we  are  thus  permitted  to  obtain  a 
glinnpse. 

The  frequent  connexion  of  this  memher  of  the  series,  with 
scenes  of  etcientilio  or  picturesque  interest,  might  be  illustrated  by 
numerous  other  examples,  but  I  will  content  myself  with  remark- 
ing, that  in  the  Peters,  Wolf  creek,  and  other  mountains,  in  the 
south-west,  this  rock  plays  a  conspicuous  part;   that  in  the  Jack 
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monntain,  it  presents  two  arches,  one  of  them  of  enormous  breadth, 

§' ving  rise  at  their  junction  to  the  celebrated  Barn  rock ;  and  in 
rown^s  mountain,  in  Pocahontas  county,  it  exhibits  the  curious 
spectacle  of  twelve  arches,  many  of  them  entire  and  of  the  most 
beautiful  contour,  occupying  a  distance  of  more  than  two  miles 
along  the  bank  of  Kap's  creek,  where  it  traverses  the  mountain. 

(No.  5.) — Next  above  the  massive  sandstones  and  shales  just  de- 
scribed, is  a  group  of  soft  slates  and  shaly  sandstones,  with  occa- 
sional calcareous  bands,  of  various  tints,  of  brown,  yellow,  green 
and  lead  colour,  frequently  presenting  a  mottled  aspect,  especially 
from  the  occurrence  of  blotches  of  green  and  yellow,  In  the  more 
massive  dark  brown  strata.  This  member  of  the  series,  is  of  incon- 
siderable thickness  in  the  middle  district.  It  expands  as  it  proceeds 
north,  and  in  Hardy  and  Hampshire  counties,  where  it  is  well  de- 
veloped^ exerts  a  marked  influence  upon  the  topography  of  the 
mountams.  From  the  readiness  with  which  it  is  decomposed  and 
worn  down  by  the  action  of  the  atmosphere  or  other  causes,  it  usu- 
ally imparts  to  the  tops  or  sides  of  the  mountains  in  which  it  is  ex- 
posed, an  undulating  form,  and  occasions  that  peculiarity  of  topog- 
raphy already  adverted  to,  in  describing  the  triple  structure  of  parts 
of  the  Knobly  mountain. 

In  the  south-western  counties  this  member  of  the  series  becomes 
far  more  largely  developed,  embracing  in  addition  to  the  shaly  strata, 
numerous  beds  of  sandstone,  and  containing  that  peculiar  species  of 
slate  which  forms  the  repository  of  the  vast  beds  of  gypsum  in  the 
valley  of  the  Holston.  In  fact,  in  that  region  the  developement  of 
these  parti-coloured  and  calcareous  shales  is  even  greater  than  in 
the  heart  of  Pennsylvania,  and  seems  to  bear  a  marked  resemblance 
to  the  expanded  form  in  which  they  occur  in  the  gypsum  and  salt 
region  of  New  York.  The  transition  of  these  strata  from  the  com- 
paratively insignificant  dimensions  which  they  present  in  the  middle 
district,  to  their  expanded  form  in  the  south-west,  has  yet  been  but 
imperfectly  traced,  and  will  afford  an  interesting  subject  for  future 
investigation,  especially  as  connected  with  the  precise  determination 
of  the  boundaries  of  the  gypseous  and  saliferons  rocks. 

As  already  indicated,  these  shales  are  the  repository  of  the  very 
valuable  form  of  iron  ore  previously  mentioned.  From  its  occur- 
rence in  thin  beds,  interstratified  with  the  calcareous  shales,  from 
its  being  usually  tilled  with  impressions  or  hollow  casts  of  shells 
and  other  organic  remains,  and  from  its  resemblance  to  a  dark  brown 
fossiliferous  slate  or  sandstone,  it  admits  of  being  very  readily  iden- 
tified, even  by  those  but  little  accustomed  to  the  examination  of 
minerals.  So  uniform  appears  to  be  the  association  of  this  ore  with 
the  present  member  of  our  series,  that  besides  being  exposed  in  most 
oi  the  ridges  of  Hampshire,  Hardy,  Bath,  &c.,  as  formerly  stated,  it 
is  exhibited  at  many  points  in  the  valleys  of  the  Massanutten, 
where  these  shales  are  brought  to  light.  The  observations  already 
made  upon  the  economical  importance  of  this  ore,  will,  it  is  hoped, 
invite  attention  to  it,  and  the  above  descriptive  remarks,  in  regard 
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to  its  form  and  geological  relations,  majr  prove  nsefal  in  aiding  its 
developement. 

(No.  6.) — Overlying  tbe  strata  above  described,  and  often  blend- 
ing with  them  by  repeated  alternations  of  shale  and  limestone  in 
thin  beds,  we  meet  with  a  limestone  of  more  massive  character, 
though  still  at  intervals  presenting  the  shaly  hne  and  structure. 
This  member  of  the  series  is  remarkable  for  its  richness  in  Encri^ 
nites,  shells  and  other  organic  remains.  In  fact,  many  of  the  strata^ 
especially  towards  its  npper  limits,  have  the  appearance  of  being  en- 
tirely formed  of  these  exuviae.  In  the  northern  and  middle  districts, 
where  its  characters  are  most  uniform,  and  have  been  most  exten- 
sively observed,  it  is  found  to  assume  a  more  arenaceous  structure 
as  it  approaches  the  overlying  sandstone  Xo.  7,  and  wlien  seen  in 
mass  exhibits  a  peculiar  rough  and  mealy  surface,  which  makes  it 
easy  to  be  recognised.  When  bruised  or  rubbed,  especially  if  the 
experiment  be  made  with  a  fragment  from  the  upper  beds,  it  ex- 
hales a  strong  bituminous  odour.  In  many  of  the  exposures  of  this 
rock,  the  beds  adjacent  to  the  sandstone  No.  7,  are  interspersed 
with  small  calcareous  and  siliceous  pebbles.  The  lower  strata  of 
No.  7,  are  separated  from  each  other  by  thin  layers  of  a  highly  bitu- 
minous conglomerate  of  the  same  description,  of  which  in  some 
places  I  have  counted  twenty  in  the  space  of  thirty  feet.  In  the 
south-west,  the  developement  of  this  limestone  appears  to  be  co-ex- 
tensive with  that  of  the  subjacent  shales.  Extending  from  the  west- 
ern base  of  Walker's  mountain  to  the  commencement  of  the  gypse- 
ous shales,  in  the  valley  of  the  north  fork  of  Holston,  it  imparts  fer- 
tility, together  with  a  singularly  picturesque  character,  to  that  inter- 
esting region.  Though  less  abundant  in  organic  remains  here  than 
farther  north,  it  still  contains  them  in  some  of  its  strata  in  great 
numbers.  The  cherty  beds  which  occur  as  we  approach  the  sand- 
stone, are  sometimes  of  very  considerable  thickness,  in  the  northern 
and  middle  districts.  In  the  south-west,  a  chert  or  buhr  rock,  of 
superior  quality,  is  found  at  its  lower  limits,  and  adjacent  to  the 
shales.  In  this  district  a  more  shaly  structure  of  the  limestone  pre- 
sents itself  in  approaching  the  overlying  sandstone,  and  near  the 
foot  of  the  western  slope  of  Walker's  mountain,  a  reddish  shale  oc- 
curs in  heavy  beds.  In  an  economical  point  of  view,  this  member 
of  the  series  has  strong  claims  to  our  interest,  from  the  fact  that  it 
is  the  only  limestone  exposed  over  wide  tracts  of  our  mountainous 
regions,  and  is  often  extensively  spread  out  along  the  tops  or  on  the 
flanks  of  the  broader  ridges.  In  Hampshire,  Hardy,  Pendleton, 
Bath,  Alleghany,  &c.  counties,  numerous  available  quarries  are  to 
be  found,  furnishing  a  material  well  adapted  to  the  manufacture  of 
lime  for  agricultural  or  building  purposes,  and  as  will  hereafter  be 
pointed  out,  the  slaty  soils  of  No.  8,  occurring  in  the  contiguous 
hills  and  valleys,  are  of  a  nature  to  receive  peculiar  benefits  from  the 
application  of  this  species  of  manure.  As  presenting  extensive  and 
interesting  exposures  of  this  limestone,  I  may  here  refer  to  the 
Enobly,  Patterson's  creek,  Capon,  North  fork.  Prop's  gap,  BuD- 
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pastare  and  Back  creek  moantains,  and  to  the  valleys  of  North 
fork  of  South  hranch,  Jackson's  river,  Cowpasture,  Walker's  creek, 
and  North  fork  of  Holston ;  in  all  of  which  regions,  it  furnishes  a 
resource  of  no  inconsiderahle  value. 

(No.  7.) — The  sandstones  composing  this  member  of  the  series, 
are  in  general,  characterised  bj  an  open  and  rather  coarse  texture, 
and  an  extraordinary  abundance  of  organic  impressions.  In  colour 
they  vary  from  a  yellowish  white  to  a  dark  greenish  grey.  They 
are  usually  presented,  especially  the  lighter  coloured  variety,  in  mas- 
sive beds  of  several  feet  in  thickness,  and  from  their  frequent  occur- 
rence along  the  flanks  and  declivities  of  the  ridges,  dipping  at  a 
steep  angle,  and  bare  of  vegetation,  they  form  a  curious  feature  in 
many  of  the  wild  scenes  among  our  mountains.  Frequently  exposed 
in  broad  sheets  of  remarkable  whiteness,  high  up  upon  the  sides  of 
the  hills,  they  arrest  the  attention  of  the  traveller,  even  when  at  a 
distance,  and  still  more  interest  his  curiosity,  when  upon  a  nearer 
inspection  he  flnds  them  teeming  with  the  relics  of  a  former  anima- 
ted world,  and  exhibiting  over  wide  surfaces  of  exposure,  a  display 
of  these  remains  at  once  prodigal  and  diversified,  and  full  of  useful 
illustration  to  the  geologist. 

The  arched  structure  remarked  upon  in  describing  the  sandstone 
No.  4,  is  also  conspicuously  and  beautifnlly  displayed  by  this  mem- 
ber of  the  series.  Frequent  exhibitions  of  onntinuoas  and  sncces- 
sive  arches  of  admirable  symmetry  and  imposing  grandeur,  are  met 
with  in  the  northern  and  middle  districts,  where  the  deep  gaps  in 
many  of  the  ridges  admit  us  to  a  view  of  these  sandstones,  and  occa- 
sionally the  subjacent  limestone.  A  noble  specimen  of  scenery  of 
this  kind  is  to  be  found  at  what  are  called  the  Hanging  rocks,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Romney,  where  the  South  branch  mountain  gives 
passage  to  the  South  branch  of  the  Potomac,  flowing  towards  the 
east.  Here  the  river  flows  along  the  base  of  a  long  line  of  precipi- 
tous rooks,  arranged  in  the  form  of  three  stupendous  arches,  of 
which  the  most  eastern  is  250,  the  second  650,  and  the  third  220 
yards  in  span.  Nearly  all  the  mountains  of  Hampshire,  Hardy, 
Pendleton,  Bath,  Pocahontas  and  Alleghany  counties,  previously  re- 
ferred to,  exhibit  extensive  and  instructive  exposures  of  this  rock — 
which  from  its  whiteness,  frequently  bare  surface,  profusion  of  or- 
ganic impressions,  and  disposHion  to  disintegrate  into  a  coarse  white 
sand,  is  one  of  the  most  strongly  and  uniformly  characterized  of  the 
members  of  our  series. 

An  iron  ore  has  been  found  in  various  places  in  connexion  with 
these  strata,  but  of  its  extent  and  probable  value,  I  am  not  yet  pre- 
pared to  speak. 

(No.  8.) — Besting  in  contact  with  the  sandstones  above  de- 
scribed, and  usually  forming  the  lower  hilly  slope  of  the  mountains 
in  which  they  occur  in  arched  or  anticlinal  form,  we  meet  with  a 
dark  coloured  and  very  fissile  slate,  which  constitutes  the  lowest 
bed  of  the  group  of  slaty  rocks  forming  the  eighth  member  of  the 
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series.  These  strata  which  oocnpy  a  large  extent  of  sarfaoe  in  oar 
moaotain  region,  are  not  less  conspioaonslj  characterized  hj  the 
topographical  features  to  which  they  give  rise,  than  hy  their  marked 
peculiarities  of  hue  and  structure.  Sharp,  irregular  hills,  deeply 
furrowed  on  their  sides,  and  succeeding  each  other  with  hut  little 
order  or  arrangement,  mark  the  topography  of  the  regions  in  which 
these  rocks  occur.  A  further  and  equally  conspicuous  characteris- 
tic of  the  rocks  in  question,  consists  in  their  frequent  and  remark- 
able contortions,  a  phenomenon  well  calculated  to  awaken  curiosity 
and  surprise  wherever  they  are  extensively  exposed.  Very  obvious 
differences  of  structure  and  external  characters  are  presented  in  dif- 
ferent portions  of  this  series  of  slates,  and  have  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  a  triple  subdivision  of  the  strata.  The  lowest  of  these 
rocks,  or  that  which  rests  upon  the  sandstone  No.  7,  distinguished 
by  its  bluisli  black  colour,  and  by  its  scaly  and  fissile  texture,  caus- 
ing it  to  fall  into  thin  wafer-like  fragments,  or  to  crumble  in  slender 
fibre-like  pieces,  resembling  portions  of  decaying  wood,  I  have 
designated  as  the  black  fissile  slate  of  No.  8.  The  second  variety, 
presenting  various  dark  shades  of  green,  but  more  especially  re- 
markable for  a  deep  olive  tinge  which  is  most  pleasingly  displayed 
in  the  weathered  and  fragmentary  condition  of  the  rock  as  it  occurs 
along  some  of  the  highways  of  the  state,  I  have  denominated  the 
olive  slate  of  No.  8.  The  third,  which  is  much  less  uniform  in  ap- 
pearance, or  homogeneous  in  composition,  than  either  of  the  pre- 
oedingy  embraces  many  beds  of  more  massive  structure,  exhibiting, 
especially  in  its  lower  and  middle  portions,  a  yellowish  green  and  a 
deep  brown  colouring,  and  always  distinguished  by  the  rusty  or 
ochreous  staining  of  its  weathered  surfaces.  Becoming  more  sili- 
ceous as  we  approach. its  npper  boundary,  it  terminates  in  thick  heds 
of  sandstone  of  a  dirty  grey  colour,  frequently  mottled  with  purple 
or  greenish  spots.  This  I  have  named  the  ochreous  portion  of  No.  8. 

The  presence  of  iron  pyrites  in  nodules,  generidly  of  a  spheroidal 
form,  or  in  a  disseminated  state,  especially  in  the  lowest  of  the  sub- 
divisions above  described,  favours  the  disintegration  of  the  rock, 
gives  rise  to  the  incrustations  of  alum,  copperas  and  gypsum,  with 
which  its  exposed  surface  is  usually  overspread,  and  imparts  to  the 
springs  arising  in  it^  that  sulphureous  and  chalybeate  impregnation 
for  which  they  are  generally  remarked.  Though  not  in  general  rich 
in  organic  remains,  these  slates  contain  many  bands  or  thin  beds 
abounding  in  them  in  a  very  high  degree.  £ncrinites,  Spirifers, 
Productas,  Terebratulas,  are  crowded  together  in  the  closest  con- 
tact, and  furnish  interesting  specimens  for  geological  comparison 
and  description.  These  organic  layers  are,  or  evidently  have  been, 
more  or  less  calcareous.  A  stratum  of  limestone  of  pretty  good 
quality,  and  two  or  three  feet  in  thickness,  is  frequently  found  in- 
terpolated among  the  upper  beds  of  these  slates,  and  is  remarkable 
for  the  number  and  beauty  of  the  impressions  it  contains. 

The  exposures  of  this  member  of  the  series  are  so  numerous  and 
extensive,  that  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  refer  to  particular  dis- 
tricts for  exemplification.    I  may,  however,  be  allowed  to  remark 
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upon  some  of  its  more  important  localities,  as  illastrating  its  geo- 
logical position  and  characters.  The  Cowpastare  hills,  of  which  an 
interesting  section  maj  be  observed  along  the  turnpike  road  leading 
Uirongh  Jennings's  gap,  together  with  much  of  the  comparatively 
level  region,  extending  to  near  the  base  of  the  Warm  Spring  moun- 
tain, present  admirable  exposures  of  all  the  subdivisions  of  these 
slates,  and  strikingly  exemplify  their  tendency  to  contorted  arrange- 
ment. Similar  and  equally  instructive  exposures  are  exhibited 
throughout  a  large  part  of  the  route  from  the  Warm  spring  valley, 
by  C^ar  creek  and  Callahan's,  to  the  White  Sulphur  springs.  Oc- 
casionally the  subjacent  sandstone,  No.  7,  rises  into  view,  and  some- 
times even  the  limestone,  No.  6,  still  lower  in  the  series,  is  brought 
up  as  at  Oallahan^s  rock ;  but  for  the  most  part,  the  rood  winds 
among  the  steep  and  broken  hills  of  No.  8,  occasionally  exposing 
portions  of  the  next  superior  member  of  the  series.  The  ridges  usu- 
ally designated  as  the  Alleghany  in  this  portion  of  the  state,  form- 
ing the  eastern  boundary  of  Pocahontas  county,  and  lying  west  and 
north  of  the  Warm  and  Sweet  spring  valleys,  are  for  the  most  part 
made  up  of  the  rocks  of  No.  8,  capped  in  some  places  by  the  lower 
rocks  of  No.  9.  In  the  structure  of  the  Branch,  or  Great  Shenan- 
doah mountain,  the  relations  of  these  slates  are  well  exposed.  The 
basin-shaped  or  synclinal  arrangement  of  the  rocks  of  this  lofty  and 
rugged  range,  exhibits  these  strata  dipping  under  the  mountain,  on 
both  its  eastern  and  western  flanks,  and  forming  the  wildly  broken, 
and  strongly  shaded  hills,  which  are  crowded  along  its  sides. 

The  hills  whose  diversified  and  picturesque  outlines,  impart  such 
interest  to  the  scenery  around  the  White  Sulphur  springs,  are 
chiefly  composed  of  these  slates,  the  lowermost  division  of  which 
may  be  seen  in  various  points,  resting  on  the  flanks  of  the  sandstone 
bill  (No.  7,)  from  the  bosom  of  which  the  waters  of  the  spring 
make  their  escape.  These  rocks  accompany  us  for  some  distance 
towards  the  Greenbrier  river,  and  then  give  place,  successively,  to 
the  higher  members  of  the  series,  until  we  find  ourselves  surrounded 
by  the  strata  of  No.  11,  in  the  vicinity  of  that  stream. 

In  Hampshire,  Hardy  and  Pendleton  counties,  the  strata  of  No.  6, 
are  extensively  exposed  along  the  sides  of  the  anticlinal  ridges,  such 
as  the  Oapon,  Sandy,  Patterson^s  creek,  South  branch,  Knobly, 
North  fork  and  BuUpasture  mountains,  and  occupy  most  of  the  in- 
tervening valleys.  In  Bath,  Alleghany,  parts  of  Greenbrier  and 
Monroe,  Rockbridge  and  Botetourt,  as  well  as  some  of  the  more 
southern  counties,  their  topographical  relations  are  much  the  same ; 
though  in  proceeding  far  south,  important  modifications  arise,  both 
in  the  material  and  structure  of  these  slates. 

Iron  ore,  and  manganese  are  met  with  in  these  rocks.  Thin  beds 
of  bituminous  shale,  with  small  laminie  of  impure  coal,  have  been 
discovered  at  several  points  in  the  lowermost  strata,  but  thus  tar 
the  results  of  our  observations  are  such  as  to  discountenance  any 
probability  of  finding  this  mineral  in  available  quantities  in  the  rocks 
of  No.  8. 

It  may  not  be  unimportant  to  remark,  that  the  soils  produced  by 
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these  slates  are  of  verj  various  degrees  of  prodactiveness;  some  be- 
ing distinguished  for  their  fertility,  whilst  others  yield  the  farmer 
comparatively  stinted  returns.  But  in  all  cases,  they  appear  to  pos- 
sess a  peculiar  susceptibility  of  improvement,  from  the  application 
of  lime,  or  calcareous  matter  in  other  forms.  This  interesting  fact^ 
evinced  by  observations  in  several  localities,  is  strikingly  in  har- 
mony with  the  results  of  experiments  in  other  quarters  of  the  state, 
where  soils  or  clay,  imbued  with  the  sulphates  found  in  these  slates 
(alum  and  coftperas),  have  been  rendered  quite  productive  by  the 
addition  of  marl.  As  gypsum  is  not  unfrequently  found  in  the 
efflorescence  on  these  slaty  rocks,  and  as  moreover,  I  have  detected 
it  in  the  slaty  fragments  mixed  with  the  soil  in  several  places,  we 
naturally  look  to  it  as  one  of  the  causes  of  the  superior  fertility 
which  some  of  these  soils  exhibit,  while  we  would  explain  the  ame- 
lioration of  others  when  acted  upon  by  lime,  by  the  readiness  with 
which,  under  these  circumstances,  gypsum  would  be  formed.  It  is 
interesting  further  to  remark,  that  the  means  of  improving  these 
slaty  soils  is  generally  within  easy  reach — as  from  the  usually  steep 
inclination  of  the  strat<a,  we  have  to  proceed  but  a  small  distance  be- 
fore we  reach  the  outcrop  of  the  limestone  beds  of  No.  6.  Indeed, 
in  a  greiit  majority  of  cases,  these  strata  are  exposed  in  the  gaps,  and 
along  the  flanks  of  the  hills  enclosing  the  region  in  which  the  soils 
demanding  the  application  of  lime  occur. 

Sulphuretted  waters  are  of  very  common  occurrence  in  No.  8.  In 
general,  the  impregnation,  gaseous  as  well  as  solid,  is  not  great ;  but 
in  many  instances,  it  is  iiilly  competent  to  the  production  of  striking 
remedial  effects,  and  justifies  the  repute  in  which  several  of  these 
waters  are  held. 

(No.  9.) — This  member  of  the  series  exhibits  less  constancy  of 
character  than  the  preceding.  In  the  northern  district,  it  consists 
of  shales  and  slaty  sandstones,  generally  of  an  argillaceous  composi- 
tion, and  presenting  an  alternation  of  beds  of  brown,  red,  green, 
yellow  and  dark  grey  colouring.  Proceeding  south,  the  argillaceous 
composition  and  the  variegated  hues  of  these  strata  become  less 
striking,  until  in  the  middle  district  a  dark  brown  micaceous,  and 
somewhat  argillaceous  sandstone,  and  slate,  is  found  to  occupy  the 
principal  share  of  this  division  of  the  series. 

In  Hampshire,  where  the  rocks  of  No.  9,  are  beautifully  exhi- 
bited in  their  variegated  character,  we  would  refer  for  localities  to 
Townhill,  and  Big  and  Little  Timber  ridges.  The  synclinal  struc- 
ture of  the  Shenandoah,  or  Branch  mountain,  of  which  mention  has 
already  been  made,  beautifully  exposes  these  variegated  shales  along 
the  higher  portions  of  both  the  eastern  and  western  slopes,  first  ap- 
pearing immediately  above  the  greyish  sandstone  of  No.  8,  and  ter- 
minating in  the  most  elevated  parts  of  the  range  at  a  small  distance 
below  the  summit,  which  here  is  formed  of  the  strata  of  the  next 
superior  member  of  the  ^eries.  Further  south,  along  the  some 
ridge,  as  at  Dry  river  gap,  and  towards  Shaw's  ridge,  the  monoto- 
nous brown  or  dark  reddish  slate  becomes  predominant ;  and  under 
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the  same  modifications,  these  shales  appear  on  the  eastern  declivity 
of  the  front  ridge  of  the  Alleghany  near  its  base.  In  the  neigh  boar- 
hood  of  the  White  Sulphnr,  as  before  stated,  between  HuntersviDe  and 
the  Greenbrier  river,  in  Pocahontas  county,  and  in  numerous  other 
districts,  these  reddish  slates  of  No.  9,  are  extensively  exposed,  but 
perhaps  in  no  district  do  they  present  more  satisfactory  or  striking 
developements,  than  in  the  wild  gorges  which  lead  from  the  lime- 
stone region  of  Rockingham,  through  a  succession  of  precipitous 
and  lofty  hills,  to  the  eastern  base  of  the  Shenandoah  mountain. 
The  strata  dipping  very  gently  to  the  east,  in  consequence  of  an 
anticlinal  turn  near  the  eastern  foot  of  the  ridge,  we  have  here 
spread  over  an  extensive  surface,  tike  rocks  which  with  a  steeper  dip 
are  compressed  within  a  part  of  the  altitude  of  the  mountain,  and 
the, violence  of  denuding  action  have  deeply  channelled  these  nearly 
horizontal  rocks,  we  are  admitted  to  a  view  of  a  series  of  lofty  pre- 
cipices composed  of  the  massive  beds  of  No.  9,  revealing  most  ad- 
vantageously the  composition  and  structure  of  tlie  strata. 

(No.  10.) — ^This  consists  of  rocks  of  very  heterogeneous  charac- 
ter, though  arranged  in  general  with  remarkable  uniformity.  A  red 
sandstone  containing  white  siliceous  pebbles,  usually  about  a  half 
inch  in  diameter — a  grey,  rather  open  grained  sandstone,  and  a  beau- 
tiful white  conglomerate — a  coarse  conglomerate,  consisting  of  very 
large  pebbles,  embedded  in  a  light  olive  or  dingy  green  paste — ^yel- 
lowish, Olive  and  dull  red  micaceous  soft  sandstones — having  some- 
thing of  a  shaly  structure,  constitute  the  principal  rocks  Arming 
this  curious  group.  Beautiful  ripple  markings  are  often  met  with  on 
the  surfaces  of  the  large  slabs  of  the  finer  of  these  sandstones. 
Many  of  the  strata  of  this,  as  well  as  the  preceding  member  of  the 
series,  are  remarkable  for  the  facility  with  whicli  they  may  be  di- 
vided into  thin  slabs  of  nniform  thickness,  and  great  extent,  and  in 
virtue  of  this  property,  as  well  as  the  durable  character  of  the  rock, 
present  an  admirable  material  for  building.  The  finer  and  harder 
variety,  of  a  grey  or  light  yellowish  green  colour,  is  often  used  for 
grindstonee,  for  whicli  it  would  appear  to  be  admirably  suited. 
When  thus  cleft,  the  surfaces  of  the  slabs  occasionally  reveal  snperb 
collections  of  organic  markings,  among  which  f  ucoides  and  calamites 
deserve  to  be  particularly  mentioned.  Laminss  of  coal  less  than  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  have  been  remarked  at  several 
points  in  the  more  shaly  strata  of  this  group,  but  there  is  no  reason 
to  look  for  an  important  vein  of  this  minerfd  amonsr  them.  These 
rocks  may  be  well  seen  near  the  bridge  over  Howard's  creek,  on  the 
road  from  the  White  Bulphur  to  the  Greenbrier  river,  and  again  a 
little  east  of  that  river,  on  the  road  from  Huntersville  to  the  base  of 
the  Greenbrier  mountain.  In  the  latter  locality  the  coarse  con- 
glomerates are  very  extensively  exhibited. 

(No.  11.) — ^The  group  of  limestones,  shales  and  sandstones,  com- 
posing this  member  of  our  series,  possesses  peculiar  interest,  as  well 
on  aooonnt  of  its  geological  and  economicaJ  importance,  as  the  ex- 
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tensive  region  over  which  it  is  spread,  and  to  which  it  imparts  fer- 
tility. As  formerly  remarked,  near  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
state,  the  caloareoos  rocks,  forming  a  portion  of  the  group,  are  bat 
slightly  developed,  and  at  some  distance  farther  north,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, limestone,  in  the  form  of  distinct  beds,  is  entirely  absent,  al* 
though  calcareous  matter  is  found  intermixed  with  the  other  mate- 
rials of  the  shales.  As  we  advance  south  the  limestone  assumes 
more  and  more  importance,  until  upon  reaching  the  borders  of 
Greenbrier  river  in  Pocahontas  county,  it  rapidly  spreads  out  on 
either  hand,  and  widely  mantles  the  counties  of  Greenbrier  and 
Monroe,  extending  also  over  portions  of  Fayette,  Giles,  and  the 
counties  still  more  south.  This,  great  and  sudden  augmentation  of 
topographical  extent,  is  not,  however,  to  be  regarded  as  marking  a 
corresponding  degree  of  expansion  in  the  thiclmess  of  this  member 
of  the  group.  On  the  summit  of  the  Alleghany,  beyond  the  head  of 
Seneca  creek,  as  we  enter  Randolph  county  from  the  east,  this  rock, 
accompanied  with  variegated  shales,  is  developed  over  a  consider- 
able surface,  but  its  comparatively  steep  dip  liere,  and  for  some  dis- 
tance further  south,  contracts  the  area  of  its  exposure,  whUe  in 
Pocahontas,  and  still  further  to  the  south,  it  assumes  a  nearly  hori- 
zontal attitude,  gently  undulating,  but  for  the  most  part  dipping  to 
the  west.  Much  of  this  limestone  is  distinguished  by  its  argilla* 
ceons  composition,  presenting,  when  weathered,  an  ochreous  yellow 
surface,  arisirg  from  the  removal  of  the  carbonate  of  lime,  which 
leaves  the  earthy  matters,  retaining  the  original  form  of  the  mass, 
but  peculiarly  liable  to  disintegrate  by  exposure,  and  giving  rise  to 
a  light  coloured  and  tenacious  clay.  The  purer  varieties,  of  which 
also  there  are  abundant  exposures,  are  usually  of  a  deep  blue  colour, 
and  are  found  to  produce  a  very  strong  lime.  They  are  often  highly 
bituminous,  and  in  many  cases  contain  a  marked  proportion  of  car^ 
bonnte  of  magnesia.  iS'umerous  specimens  are  now  in  progress  of 
analysis,  of  which,  therefore,  no  special  details  can  be  presented  at 
this  time.  It  will  suffice  to  remark,  that  they  present  similar  vari- 
ety, as  to  composition,  and  applicability  to  useful  purposes,  as  the 
limestones  of  No.  2.  Many  of  these  strata  are  exceedingly  rich  in 
organic  remains,  of  which  a  considerable  number  do  not  make  their 
appearance  in  the  lower  members  of  our  series.  The  variety,  pecul- 
iar characters,  and  admirable  preservation  of  these  relics,  will  claim 
for  them  an  attentive  examination. 

The  shales  already  alluded  to,  as  associated  with  the  limestone  of 
No.  11,  are  remarkable  for  the  richness  of  their  purple,  green  and 
yellow  tints,  and  in  this  particular,  as  well  as  in  their  peculiarly 
crumbly  texture,  when  exposed,  bearing  a  striking  resemblance  to 
the  shales  of  No.  9,  as  exhibited  in  Hampshire  and  Hardy  counties. 
The  hues  are,  however,  much  more  brilliant,  and  the  more  massive 
exposures  in  which  they  are  seen  give  them  a  higher  interest.  While 
on  the  one  hand  graduating  into  strata  of  limestone,  from  the  in- 
creasing predominance  of  calcareous  matter,  they  are  seen  on  the 
other,  becoming  more  and  more  arenaceous,  until  at  length  their 
usual  character  is  merged  in  that  of  a  yellowish  or  dark  brown 
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sandstone,  generally  of  slaty  strnctare,  bat  presenting  in  some  of  its 
beds  the  hard  and  massive  character  of  the  sandstones  lower  down 
in  the  series.  Of  the  fall  extent  of  these  alternations  in  the  mem- 
bers of  the  group  forming  No.  11,  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  speak 
with  certainty,  as  the  western  eoixfines  of  these  rocks  have  as  yet 
been  iiiadeqaately  explored. 

It  is,  however,  important  to  remarlt,  that  the  seams  of  bitumi- 
nous coal  discovered  in  the  vicinity  of  Lewisburg,  as  well  as  west  of 
the  Greenbrier  river  higher  up,  occurring  in  the  sandstones  of  this 
group,  and  therefore  below  the  true  coal  measures  which  appertain 
to  the  next  member  of  our  series,  cannot  be  regarded  as  likely  to 
prove  of  much  value,  the  sandstones  and  shales  in  which  they  are 
found  being  themselves  but  a  small  subordinate  formation,  and  tlie 
coal  embedded  among  them  in  inconsiderable  quantity. 

As  among  the  valuable  materials  associated  with  the  limestones 
and  shales,  just  spoken  of,  I  may  be  allowed  again  to  notice  an  iron 
ore  of  highly  promising  character,  which  has  been  discovered  at 
several  points  in  Greenbrier  and  Monroe.  Should  I  be  correct  in 
my  opinion  of  its  good  qualities,  and  of  this  chemical  examination 
will  furnish  the  means  of  judging,  its  value  will  soon  be  duly  appre- 
ciated, as  it  indicates  a  character  greatly  resembling  that  of  the  strati- 
fied ore  of  the  shales  of  our  No.  5,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe,  may 
be  obtained  in  abundant  quantities. 

The  pleasing  scenery  of  the  region  of  these  limestones  and  shales, 
so  often  adorned  by  a  rich  cultivation,  strikingly  exhibits  the  influ- 
ence of  geological  structure  on  the  resources  and  the  prosperity  of  a 
country,  by  bringing  into  the  strongest  contrast  the  undulating  re- 
gion to  which  industry  was  invited,  and  which  it  is  now  rapidly 
beautifying,  simply  on  account  of  the  presence  of  calcareous  rocks, 
and  the  rugged  hills  and  mountains  from  which  enterprise  has  been 
repelled  by  the  presence  of  the  barren  sandstone,  or  the  equally  un- 
productive siliceous  and  ferruginous  slate.  The  calcareous  nature 
of  the  variegated  shales  adapts  them  to  the  production  of  a  genial 
soil,  and  thus  we  find  a  rich  vegetation  following  the  exposures  of 
these  rocks  high  up  along  the  slopes  of  many  of  the  hills,  until  sud- 
denly arrested  by  the  barrier  of  sterile  rocks  above. 

(No.  12.) — ^This  member  of  our  series,  not  falling  within  the  re- 
gion of  our  explorations  daring  the  past  season,  cannot  be  described 
at  this  time.  Lying  immediatdy  beneath  and  incorporated  with  the 
widely  extending  coal  measures  of  the  west,  its  great  importance 
will  claim  future  detailed  and  extensive  observations. 

The  above  description  of  the  several  members  or  subdivisions  of 
our  series  of  rocks,  in  the  order  of  their  superposition,  will,  it  is 
hoped,  be  found  to  contribute  to  useful  as  well  as  interesting  results. 
While  it  will  serve  to  elucidate  many  portions  of  the  preceding  re- 
ports, and  form  the  key  to  much  of  the  present,  and  those  which 
are  to  follow,  I  would  gladly  believe  that  it  will  awaken  a  spirit  of 
observation  in  regions  where  such  a  spirit  may  be  beneficially  exer- 
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ci8e<1,  giving  to  it  a  direction  at  onoe  safe  and  condnciye  to  snccesa. 
Suggesting  interesting  practical  enquiries,  and  guiding  the  researches 
of  those  who  are  in  pursuit  of  economical  results,  it  will  give  to  the 
investigation  of  our  geology,  even  in  its  scientific  generalities,  that 
stamp  of  practical  usefulness  which  even  those  who,  unaware  of  the 
relations  of  scientific  truth  to  the  welfare  of  society,  will  be  con- 
strained to  recognize  and  adifiit. 


APPENDIX. 

From  the  statements  which  have  now  been  presented  in  relation 
to  the  scene  and  objects,  as  well  as  a  few  of  the  results  of  our  labours 
duriog  the  past  season,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  extent  to 
which  we  were  enabled  to  prosecute  active  operations  in  the  field, 
and  of  the  success  that  attended  our  researches.  In  further  illustra- 
tion of  these  points,  and  as  intimately  connected  with  the  present 
and  future  usefulness,  as  well  as  with  the  progress  of  our  investiga- 
tions, I  may  be  permitted  briefly  to  advert  to  the  following  addi- 
tional facts  and  considerations. 

In  pursuiug  the  chemical  enquiries  connected  with  the  survey, 
which  have  been  for  the  most  part  conducted  under  my  immediate 
superintendence  at  the  University,  the  want  of  a  laboratory  more 
extensive  and  complete  than  that  previously  used,  specially  fitted  up 
and  provided  for  the  work,  has  induced  me  to  erect  a  building  for 
the  purpose  at  my  own  expense,  furnished  with  ample  means  for 
analytical  research.  During  a  part  of  the  autumn  and  up  to  this 
time,  chemical  enquiries  have  been  in  active  progress  in  this  estab* 
lishment,  and  from  the  increased  facilities  thus  afforded  for  the  pros- 
ecution of  this  branch  of  our  investigations,  I  indulge  the  hope  of 
rendering  it  even  more  important  and  extensive  than  it  has  hereto- 
fore been.  The  high  value  of  these  researches,  manifested  by  the 
eagerness  with  which  the  chemical  details  embodied  in  the  annual 
reports  are  referred  to  for  practical  objects,  is  still  more  strikingly 
illustrated  by  the  numerous  enquiries  addressed  to  me,  and  the  nu- 
merous specimens  transmitted  for  examination  from  various  quar- 
ters of  the  state.  The  amount  of  chemical  investigation  thus  be- 
stowed upon  the  materials  of  economical  value,  collected  in  our 
explorations  or  forwarded  to  us  from  localities  not  visited,  though  not 
mentioned  in  the  annual  reports,  forms  a  very  important  item  in  the 
yearly  operations  of  the  laboratory,  furnishing  useful  facts  and  valu- 
able practical  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  nature  and  appropriate 
application  of  our  marls,  limestones,  iron  ores  and  other  important 
mineral  resources,  and  thus  silently,  but  largely  and  continually, 
diffusing  information  of  immediate  practical  utility  to  persons  in 
every  district  of  the  state. 
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In  the  graphical  department  of  the  survey,  considerable  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  construction  of  coloured  sections,  exhibiting  the 
structure  of  the  regions  in  wJiich  our  enquiries  have  been  pursued  ; 
but  much  additioniu  work  of  this  description  is  yet  required  to  give 
the  necessary  fulness  to  our  elucidation  of  the  mountainous  districts, 
and  to  this  end  numerous  accurate  measurements,  and  a  large  amount 
of  other  labour  demanding  topographical  skill  remain  to  be  performed. 

The  number  and  the  magnitude  of  the  errors  of  our  state  map 
already  incidently  mentioned,  have  been  found  to  be  so  important 
as  to  render  it  eitremeiy  difficult  and  almost  useless  to  introduce 
geological  delineations  upon  its  surface  until  the  requisite  corrections 
have  been  made.  This  we  have  endeavoured  to  do  whenever  in 
our  power,  and  our  corrections  have  already  been  neither  few  nor 
unimportant — but  in  view  of  the  magnitude  and  high  utility  of  this 
branch  of  our  labours  in  regard  to  the  geographical  as  well  as  geo- 
logical uses  of  the  map,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  add,  that  it  would 
be  desirable  at  as  early  a  period  as  practicable  to  obtain  additional 
force  for  topographical  as  well  as  geological  operations.  The  board 
will  better  appreciate  the  grossness  and  the  frequency  of  the  blun* 
ders  committed  on  the  map  from  the  following  facts.  On  examining 
the  county  maps,  in  the  archives  of  the  state,  from  which  the  gen- 
eral map  has  been  formed,  the  most  extraordinary  instances  of  inac- 
curacy or  carelessness  occur.  The  common  boundary  lines  of  two 
adjacent  counties,  which  should  be  identical  as  to  direction  and 
length,  are  rarely  found  to  correspond  in  the  latter  particular,  often 
differing  by  a  large  amount.  The  adjoining  parts  of  the  same  river 
or  stream  are  frequently  incapable  of  being  brought  into  juxtaposi- 
tion without  greatly  distorting  other  portions  of  the  map.  In  a 
multitude  of  cases  the  directions  of  streams  and  mountains,  are 
falsely  represented ;  sometimes  objects  of  this  kind  are  laid  down 
where  they  have  no  existence,  and  still  oftener  omitted  where  they 
are  sufficiently  important  to  merit  notice.  The  distances  between 
places  even  of  prominent  note  are  greatly  exaggerated  or  reduced, 
and  in  one  instance  observed  during  the  last  year  the  error  was  no 
less  than  the  difference  between  four  and  twelve  miles.  Though 
pervading  all  parts  of  the  map,  to  some  extent,  and  not  less  manifest 
in  some  of  the  tide  water  counties  than  in  the  mountain  districts, 
where  the  difficulties  of  measurement  render  them  far  more  excus- 
able, these  errors  are  felt  with  particular  inconvenience,  in  the  geo- 
logical delineation  of  the  latter  portion  of  the  state,  from  the  number 
of  distinct  rocks  or  groups  of  strata  to  be  represented,  from  their 
being  frequently  crowded  together  in  a  narrow  compass,  and  from 
their  peculiar  exposures  being  for  the  most  part  intimately  connected 
with  the  topography  of  the  mountains  or  valleys  in  which  they  ap- 
pear. In  attempting  to  represent  them  in  geological  colours  upon 
the  map,  in  many  cases  it  was  found  that  a  great  distortion  of  their 
relative  position  and  extent  would  be  rendered  necessary  in  order  to 
maintain  a  proper  correspondence  of  the  geological  and  topographi- 
cal features  of  the  district  as  they  had  been  observed,  so  that  in  fact 
a  large  share  of  the  great  and  permanent  benefits  anticipated  from 
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an  aocoraie  geologioal  colouring  of  oar  map  mvtst  obviondy  be  saori- 
fioed,  unless  efficient  means  be  placed  in  onrbandfffor  correcting  tbe 
numerous  and  glaring  errors  which  so  greatly  impair  its  value  in  its 
present  form.  While,  therefore,  onr  attention  will  be  directed  to 
these  corrections  whenever  within  onr  power,  I  cannot  but  hope 
that  in  consideration  of  the  great  and  various  advantages  of  an  im- 
proved state  map,  an  adequate  provision  for  this  object  will  at  some 
early  day  be  placed  at  my  disposal,  thus  enabling  me  to  incorporate 
with  a  more  faithful  representation  of  the  topography,  a  minute  and 
accurate  delineation  of  all  the  geological  features  of  the  state. 
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Sib,  I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  the  geologist  of  the  state 
shewing  the  progress  of  the  survey  under  his  direction  during  the 
past  year,  whioh  you  will  please  lay  before  the  house  of  delegates. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

David  Campbell 
President  of  the  Board  of  Fttblic  Worhs, 

The  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  Eouse  <f  Delegates. 


REPORT. 


In  oonformity  with  the  law  requiring  an  aunaal  report  of  the 
progress  of  the  geological  8arve7  to  he  snbniitted  to  the  board  of 
puhnc  works,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report: 

Daring  the  season  preceding  the  last,  as  the  board  is  aware,  con- 
siderable progress  was  made  in  the  exploration  of  the  division  of  the 
state  extending  from  the  western  flank  of  the  Blue  Ridge  to  the  long 
and  irregular  escarpment  in  which  the  coal  bearing  rocks  of  the  west 
are  first  displayed.  The  importance  of  a  full  and  minute  acquaint- 
ance witli  the  structure  of  this  region  in  deciding  various  interesting 
questions  bearing  upon  the  extent  snd  value  of  its  mineral  resources, 
as  well  as  in  facilitating  the  investigation  of  the  extensive  and  rich 
territorj  spreading  from  its  western  boundary  to  the  Ohio,  rendered 
me  particularly  soUcitous  to  complete  its  exploration  as  early  as  was 
compatible  with  a  minute  and  thorough  examination  of  every  object 
of  scientific  or  practical  interest  which  it  embraced.  With  this  view, 
I  thought  it  expedient  to  amend  the  plan  of  operations  previously 
determined  upon,  and  in  part  referred  to  in  my  last  year's  report, 
by  suspending  nntil  the  next  season  the  completion  of  our  researches 
in  the  Tertiary  marl  region,  of  which  the  greater  part  has  already 
been  explored,  and  devoting  all  our  efforts  to  this  most  difiicalt  and 
intricate  portion  of  our  task.  As  the  result  of  this  plan  of  operar 
tions,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  the  board,  that  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  points  of  comparatively  little  interest  remaining  yet  to 
be  examined,  the  structure  and  resources  of  every  portion  of  this 
region  have  now  been  thoroughly  investigated,  and  that  with  the 
mass  of  detailed  information  thus  procured,  I  am  already  entering 
upon  the  task  of  delineating  its  geology  upon  the  state  map,  accom- 
panying the  representation  of  the  strata  as  they  occur  over  its  sur- 
face, with  such  topographical  corrections  of  the  map  itself,  as  numer- 
ous observations  made  with  this  view  enable  me  to  introduce. 

The  active  operations  of  the  survey  were  commenced  early  in 
April,  at  whidi  time  my  assistants,  professor  J.  B.  Rogers,  professor 
TV.  £.  A.  Aikin  and  Mr.  0.  B.  Hayden,  entered  upon  their  field  duties, 


192 

snitably  provided  and  equipped.  A  little  later  in  the  season  two  ad- 
ditionsJ  assistants  were  engaged,  Mr.  I.  Slade  and  Dr.  George  W. 
Boyd,  who  repaired  immediately  to  their  respective  tasks. 

The  sabdivision  of  the  region  to  which  our  investigations  were 
principally  directed  into  three  districts,  as  adopted  daring  the  pre* 
ceding  season,  and  referred  to  in  my  last  yearns  report,  was  retained 
with  little  or  no  modification,  as  best  saited  for  the  prosecution  of 
farther  research ;  and  for  a  similar  reason  each  of  the  assistants  who 
had  already  been  employed  in  this  part  of  the  state,  was  placed  in 
the  district  which  had  been  the  scene  of  his  labours  during  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  with  the  topographical  and  geological  features  of 
which  he  had  become  in  some  degree  familiar.  Accordingly,  the 
northern  district  was  assigned  to  Mr.  Hayden,  in  conjunction  with 
Mr.  Slade — ^the  middle  to  professor  J.  B.  Rogers,  assisted  for  a  time 
by  Dr.  Boyd — and  the  southern  to  professor  Aikin.  To  Dr.  Boyd 
was  afterwards  allotted  the  duty  of  making  a  continuous  examina- 
tion of  the  rocks  along  the  western  flank  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  so  in- 
teresting for  the  number  and  extent  of  their  beds  of  iron  ore,  and 
of  extending  his  researches  into  the  southern  and  northern  districts, 
as  well  as  making  numerous  sections  across  the  mountain  to  its 
eajstern  base. 

In  addition  to  the  researches  thus  prosecuted  within  the  three 
subdivisions  of  the  extensive  region  constituting  the  principal  scene 
of  our  labours,  some  preliminary  investigations  were  made  towards 
the  close  of  the  season,  both  in  the  coal  bearing  strata,  extending 
from  the  wertern  boundary  of  this  region  to  the  Ohio,  and  in  the 
midland  counties  lying  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  Aided  by  the  re- 
sults of  these  and  previous  observations,  we  feel  onrselves  prepared 
t(^  enter  systematically  upon  the  exploration  of  both  these  divisions 
of  the  state  early  in  the  next  season,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  add, 
that  the  comparatively  simple  geological  features  they  present,  and 
the  clear  general  views  in  relation  to  their  structure  and  resources 
already  acquired,  will  enable  us  to  make  rapid  progress  in  the  devel- 
opment of  whatever  is  interesting  or  valuable  within  their  limits. 

In  the  chemical  department  of  the  survey  the  improved  laborsr 
tory  arrangements  referred  to  in  the  appendix  to  mv  last  yearns  re- 
port, have  greatly  facilitated  our  regular  analytical  operations,  aa 
well  as  various  collateral  enquiries  relating  to  the  practical  value  and 
applications  of  some  of  the  useful  materials  collected  for  examination. 
These  researches,  conducted  by  myself  when  not  actively  employed 
in  the  field,  and  since  the  close  of  our  explorations  prosecuted  under 
my  superintendence  by  two  of  my  assistants,  Messrs.  Hayden  and 
Slade,  are  still  in  progress,  and  will  be  continued  as  heretofore  nntil 
active  duties  again  call  me  into  the  field. 

Among  the  useful  results  of  these  researches  may  be  mentioned 
the  determination  of  the  compontion  and  consequent  value  of  numer- 
oqs  specimens  of  iron  are,  either  from  localities  already  known  and 
resorted  to  by  the  furnaces  of  the  state,  or  from  such  as  have  been 
discovered  in  our  explorations,  and  which  hold  out  the  promise  of 
beooming  valuable  at  a  future  day,  when  the  importance  of  this 
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branch  of  mannfactnre  sliall  be  so  appreciated  as  to  attract  a  just 
share  of  the  growing  enterprise  of  the  comrannity. 

As  another  contribution  to  onr  practical  knowledge  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  state,  of  no  inconsiderable  importance  in  connection 
with  the  agricnltaral  improvement  of  a  large  district,  as  well  as  with 
the  constmction  of  some  of  the  public  works  now  in  progress,  I 
would  also  mention  the  comparison,  hj  means  of  an  extensive 
series  of  analyses,  of  the  composition  and  properties  of  numerous 
varieties  of  limestoThe  fonnd  in  the  valley  and  farther  west,  and  the 
determination  of  the  chemical  peculiarities  which  adapt  them  to  be 
used  as  hydraulic  cements  or  for  other  purposes. 

In  addition  to  these  interesting  branches  of  investigation,  to 
which  much  care  and  labour  have  already  been  devoted,  and  which 
we  are  still  prosecuting,  a  multitude  of  analyses  have  been  made  of 
other  materials  of  a  more  or  less  useful  nature,  comprising  coals, 
marls,  lead  and  copper  ores,  together  with  the  waters  of  mineral 
springs  and  salines. 

In  regard  to  the  graphical  depa/rtment  of  our  labours,  it  may  be 
mentioned,  that  a  large  number  of  sections  have  been  constructed, 
illustrating  in  great  detail  the  structure  and  mineral  contents  of 
every  portion  of  the  territory  in  which  minute  explorations  have 
been  carried  on,  and  exhibiting  all  the  modifications  in  the  position 
of  the  strata  presented  at  various  points  in  each  ridge  and  valley. 
These,  as  well  as  the  sections  previously  drawn,  are  now  undergoing 
revision,  with  a  view  to  their  reconstruction  according  to  certain 
standard  scales ;  and  it  is  believed,  that  with  their  aid,  when  thus 
perfected,  together  with  that  of  the  map,  coloured  geologically  to 
correspond  with  them,  little  will  be  wanting  to  furnish  a  complete 
and  accurate  view  of  the  mineral  resources  and  geological  structure 
of  the  extensive  and  intricate  region  to  which  they  relate. 

Observations  for  determining  the  altitudes  of  the  principal  ridges 
and  escarpments  of  the  region  we  were  exploring,  were  carried  on 
during  the  season  by  means  of  the  barometers  and  altitude  thermom- 
eters provided  for  the  survey.  The  latter  instruments,  from  their 
portable  form,  and  the  ease  of  observing  with  them,  were  found  to 
be  particularly  valuable  especially  in  districts  of  a  very  rugged  to- 
pography ;  and  of  the  accuracy  of  the  heights  computed  from  their 
indications,  sufficient  evidence  was  obtained  on  several  occasions  by 
comparing  them  with  the  results  of  observations  made  with  the  level 
and  the  barometer,  from  which  they  did  not  differ  in  any  important 
degree. 

In  relation  to  the  progress  made  towards  the  formation  of  the 
public  cabinets  proposed  in  the  law  authorizing  the  survey,  it  gives 
Trie  pleasure  to  inform  the  board  that  the  specimens  collected  during 
the  past  season,  together  with  the  extensive  gatherings  of  preceding 
years,  are  already  of  sufficient  amount  to  form  an  illustrative  cabinet 
of  high  economical  as  well  as  scientific  interest.  But  as  it  is  requisite 
to  subject  them  to  minute  and  repeated  inspection,  and  often  to  chem- 
ical analyses,  before  they  can  be  properly  arranged  and  labelled,  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  retain  them  within  convenient-reach 
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wbile  tbe  necessary  examinations  and  analyses  are  in  progress,  and 
it  is  deemed  essential  to  the  ultimate  value  of  the  collection,  that 
this  temporary  mode  of  disposing  of  the  specimens  be  continued  until 
the  completion  of  our  explorations  in  every  district  of  the  state  shall 
enable  us  to  arrange  them  according  to  a  uniform  and  comprehensive 
system.  Until  such  a  final  arrangement  shall  have  been  made,  founded 
upon  a  minute  investigation  of  tlie  entire  collection  when  complete, 
and  until  some  suitable  apartment  shall  have  been  appropriated  and 
fitted  up  for  their  reception,  it  is  obviously  inexpedient  to  commence 
the  formation  of  tlie  public  cabinets  in  Richmond. 

From  the  brief  statement  above  given  of  the  progress  and  present 
condition  of  the  several  departments  of  the  survey,  the  board  will 
readily  infer  the  extent  and  number  of  the  explorations  and  other 
enquiries  already  completed.  Fully  to  appreciate  the  amount  of 
labour  which  has  been  requisite  to  bring  our  work  to  its  present  stage 
of  advancement,  they  will  bear  in  mind  that  a  great  part  of  the 
region  in  which  we  have  been  chiefly  employed  for  the  last  two 
years,  is  not  only  remarkable  for  its  rugged  and  perplexing  topog- 
raphy, but  for  an  intricacy  of  geological  structure  almost  without 
a  parallel  in  any  other  portion  of  the  globe,  and  that  prior  to  our 
investigations,  absolutely  nothing  was  known  of  the  arrangement  of 
its  strata,  or  of  the  order  in  which  its  various  mineral  contents  occur 
in  connection  with  them.  It  should  further  be  recollected  that  pre- 
vious to  the  chemical  examinations  forming  a  part  of  our  enquiries, 
scarcely  a  single  analysis  worthy  of  confidence  had  been  made  of  any 
of  its  limestones,  iron  ores,  coals  or  other  useful  materials. 

In  presenting  the  following  brief  sketch  of  the  geological  posl* 
tion  and  extent  of  the  mineral  resources  comprised  in  the  region 
already  referred  to  as  the  chief  scene  of  our  labours  for  the  last  two 
years,  I  need  hardly  remark,  that  it  is  not  my  aim  to  give  an  account 
of  all  the  objects  of  interest  in  this  vast  territory,  or  even  to  include 
any  considerable  proportion  of  the  details  immediately  referring  to 
the  tracts  or  dis-^ricts  of  which  I  shall  speak.  A  full  view  of  our 
observations  in  this  diversified  region,  even  were  it  expedient  to 
give  so  enlarged  a  form  to  the  annual  report,  would  prove  of  com- 
paratively little  benefit  to  the  public  or  to  men  of  science,  un- 
less accompanied  by  a  map  and  numerous  sections  and  other 
graphiciU  illustrations  exhibiting  the  several  foimations  as  they 
occur  in  appropriate  geological  colouring.  What  I  am  about  to  pre- 
sent, will  therefore  be  rather  an  exemplification  of  the  practical 
results  to  which  our  minute  and  systematic  researches  have  con- 
ducted us  in  one  of  the  most  interesting  portions  of  the  stnte,  than  a 
full  account,  or  even  a  summary  of  the  various  facts  and  laws  that 
have  been  ascertained  in  regard  to  its  mineral  structure  and  con- 
tents. At  the  same  time,  the  information  thas  furnished  will  be 
found  to  be  of  high  practicnl  importance  in  elucidating  the  resources 
of  this  region,  and  in  guiding  the  researches  of  those  who  may  be 
desirous  of  bringing  them  into  use. 

In  relation  to  the  plan  adopted  in  drawing  up  this  sketch,  it 
should  be  remarked,  that  from  the  close  connection  that  subsists 
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between  even  the  tainnte  features  of  the  geological  strnctnre  of  a 
country,  and  the  position  and  value  of  the  useful  materials  asso- 
ciated with  its  various  rocks,  it  is  impossible  to  convey  clear  rules 
for  the  direction  of  the  practical  explorer,  without  imparting  to  him 
some  knowledge  of  the  arrangement  of  the  strata  and  of  their  par- 
ticular attitudes  in  the  hills  and  valleys  in  which  he  conducts  his 
search.  In  this  view,  therefore,  a  few  facts  and  descriptions  of  a 
purely  geological  character  will  claim  attention  as  we  proceed.  But 
of  these,  no  more  will  be  introduced  than  are  necessary  to  make  our 
observations  distinctly  understood,  as  well  as  to  confer  upon  them 
their  just  value  as  guides  to  the  researches  of  those  who  may  be  dis- 
posed to  turn  them  to  account. 

Sketch  of  thb  Geology  of  thb  Appalachian  Region 

OF   ViBOINIA. 

The  extensive  area  indicated  by  this  title,  is  included  between  the 
western  slope  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  a  somewhat  irregular  line, 
marking  the  commencement  of  that  portion  of  our  series  of  rocks 
containing  the  bituminous  coal  measures  of  the  west.  The  latter 
boundary  lying  a  little  westward  of  the  lofty  escarpment  commonly 
known  as  the  front  ridge  of  the  Alleghany,  in  the  counties  of  Hamp- 
shire and  Hardy,  and  the  larger  part  of  Pendleton,  is  accompanied 
by  less  distinct  topographical  features  as  we  proceed  south.  Ohang- 
ing  its  direction  near  the  N.  E.  corner  of  Pocahontas  county,  it  pur- 
sues a  more  westerly  course,  extending  through  Pocahontas,  Green- 
brier, and  Fayette  counties  and  preserving  in  its  various  flexures  the 
general  direction  of  the  irregular  ridge  designated  on  the  map  as 
Greenbrier  mountain.  Thence  it  pursues  the  line  of  the  Flat  Top 
mountain,  and  bending  to  the  east,  and  again  to  the  west,  passes 
westward  of  Abb  and  Baptist  valleys,  and  eastward  of  the  sources 
of  the  Guyandotte  and  Sandy  rivers  in  Tazewell  and  Russell  coun- 
ties, after  which,  taking  a  direction  parallel  to  the  Stone  and  Cum- 
berland mountains  in  Lee  county,  but  a  little  to  the  north  of  the 
escarpment  of  these  ridges,  it  passes  out  of  the  state  into  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee. 

This*  prolonged  zone,  thus  passing  in  an  inflected  form  entirely 
across  our  state,  is  continued  on  the  one  hand  throDgh  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  a  part  of  New  York,  and  on  the 
other,  through  Tennessee,  and  for  some  distance  into  Alabama,  pre- 
senting throughout  its  course  great  constancy  in  the  character  and 
order  of  its  several  geological  formations  or  groups  of  strata,  but 
undergoing  important  changes  in  its  topographical  features  as  it  ex- 
tends southward  from  the  comparatively  level  region  of  New  York 
into  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia. 

The  eastern  portion  of  this  zone,  constituting  in  oar  state  what 
is  usually  called  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  being  composed  chiefly  of 
calcareous  rocks,  presents  in  general  the  beautifully  undulating 
surface  characteristic  of  regions  in  which  such  rocks  prevail.  In 
some  parts  of  the  valley,  however,  especially  in  the  middle  counties, 
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and  as  far  sonth  as  Wythe,  the  ahraptness  of  the  trndalations,  and 
the  loftiness  of  the  knohs  and  ridges  of  limestone,  give  great  bold- 
ness, and  occasionally  even  rnggedness,  to  the  topography.  The 
general  undulating  level  is  likewise  interrnpted  in  several  instances 
by  long  lines  of  lotty  hills  or  mountains  nsing  in  the  midst  or  near 
the  margin  of  the  limestone,  and  ranging  parallel  with  the  portion 
of  the  Blue  Ridge  immediately  facing  them  on  the  south-east  or 
south.  These  are  composed  of  slates  and  sandstones  later  in  our 
series  of  formations  than  the  limestones  of  the  valley,  and  strikingly 
contrasted  in  their  contour  with  the  subdued  and  graceful  outline 
of  the  surrounding  surface  of  calcareous  rocks.  Such  are  the  Mas- 
sanutten  ridges,  including  the  Peaked  mountain,  which  for  a  distance 
of  nearly  fifty  miles,  divide  the  calcareous  belt  longitudinally  into  the 
two  valleys  of  the  north  and  south  forks  of  the  Shenandoah.  Such 
also  are  the  Short  Hill,  House,  Purgatory,  Catawba,  Tinker*s,  Fort 
Lewis,  Draper's  and  Lick  mountains. 

The  subdivision  of  the  Appalachian  region  lying  to  the  west  and 
north  of  the  great  valley,  is  every  where  marked  by  a  bold  and  rug- 
ged topography.  Numerous  ranges  of  mountains,  many  of  them  of 
great  length  and  imposing  elevation,  crowd  this  ample  area.  These 
all  present  the  interesting  and  instructive  feature  of  parallelism  with 
one  another,  and  with  that  portion  of  the  filue  Ridge  lying  imme- 
diately abreast  of  them,  changing  their  direction  as  it  changes,  and 
obeying  not  merely  its  great  flexures,  but  even  many  of  its  minor 
and  local  variations. 

The  breadth  of  the  Appalachian  belt,  including  the  whole  space 
between  the  valley  slope  of  the  Blue  Ridge  and  the  commencement 
of  the  coal  bearing  rocks  of  the  west,  is  preserved,  with  but  little 
change,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Potomac,  nearly  as  far  south 
as  to  where  it  is  crossed  at  right  angles  by  the  New  river  in  the 
counties  of  iMontgomery,  Giles,  Mercer  and  Monroe.  As  measured 
on  the  map,  from  Westernport  in  Maryland,  to  Manasses's  gap,  and 
from  the  Little  Sewell  to  the  Bent  mountain,  as  well  as  on  several 
intermediate  linos,  its  width  may  be  estimated  in  round  numbers  at 
about  GO  miles.  Of  this  distance  between  a  third  and  a  half  apper- 
tains to  the  great  valley  or  limestone  zone  on  the  east.  Before  reach- 
ing the  transverse  line  marked  by  the  course  of  the  New  river  as  above 
referred  to,  an  important  change  takes  place  in  the  valley  front  of 
the  Blue  Ridge.  Expanding  in  the  form  of  a  wedge  as  we  proceed 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Bent  mountain  towards  the  south- 
west, the  ridge  here  forms  a  rugged  ])lateau,  including  a  part  of 
Floyd  and  the  whole  of  Grayson  county.  The  eastern  slope  of  this 
lofty  table  land  preserves  the  previous  general  bearing  of  the 
mountain,  while  the  western  or  valley  slope,  known  in  a  part  of  its 
course  as  the  Poplar  Camp  and  Iron  mountains,  trends  off  towards 
the  west  at  an  angle  with  the  former  of  about  25  degrees,  impress- 
ing the  same  new  direction  upon  all  the  ridges  in  the  adjacent  por- 
tion of  the  Appalachian  belt.  This  change  in  the  bearing  of  the 
strata,  accompanied  by  a  crowding  of  them  against  each  other  at 
high  and  very  frequently  inverted  dips,  is  marked  by  a  rai)id  and 
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frreat  contraction  in  the  width  of  the  region  occapied  hy  the  Ap- 
palachian rocks,  BO  that  here  these  strata  are  all  included  within  a 
trana verse  distance  of  between  thirty  and  forty  miles.  Estimated 
in  round  numbers  the  area  of  the  Appalachian  zone,  as  already  de- 
fined, may  be  stated  at  about  15,000  square  miles,  or  nearly  one 
foartli  of  the  entire  surface  of  the  state. 

The  several  formations  occupying  this  extensive  and  diversified 
region  were  described  in  the  report  of  last  year  in  some  detail,  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  superposition  in  which  they  succeed  one 
another,  each  formation  being  designated  by  a  number  marking  its 
place  in  the  series  of  formations  counting  from  the  lowest  group  of 
strata  upwards.  At  the  same  time  clear  evidence  was  adduced  of 
their  having  all  been  formed  beneath  the  waters  of  a  widely  ex- 
panded sea,  bounded  along  its  eastern  margin  by  what  is  now  the 
valley  slope  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  To  the  eleten  distinct  gravpg  of 
Btrata  there  described,  each  marked  by  some  peculiarity  in  its  miner- 
alogical  character,  organic  impressions,  or  embedded  rocks  or  ores, 
are  hereafter  to  be  added,  as  appertaining  to  tlie  region  westward 
and  northward  of  this  zone,  a  twelfth  formation  consisting  usually 
of  a  white  siliceous  conglomerate  or  coarse  sandstone,  and  a  thir 
teenth  comprising  nnmerous  beds  of  slate,  grit,  limestone  and  coal, 
out  of  which  it  may  perhaps  be  found  convenient  ultimately  to 
form  an  additional  ov  fourteenth  group. 

In  tracing  this  vast  scries  of  deposits  upwards  from  the  s^and- 
stone  covering  the  western  slope  of  the  Blue  Ridge  until  we  reach 
the  highest  stratum  embraced  in  our  western  coal  measures,  we 
meet  with  no  phenomena  favourable  to  the  view  at  one  time  enter- 
tained of  a  geological  separation  of  tlie  Appalachian  from  the  coal- 
bearing  strata.  On  the  other  hand,  although  there  can  be  no  doubt 
from  the  appearances  exhibited  at  various  points,  especially  in  that 
poi-tion  of  the  Appalachian  zone  which  extends  into  New  York,  that 
disturbing  forces  were  occasionally  called  into  energetic  operation  in 
some  parts  of  this  zone  while  the  lower  members  of  the  series  were 
forming  in  the  bed  of  the  ancient  sea,  the  observations  made  in  all 
parts  of  the  region  show  so  general  a  conformity  in  the  superposi- 
tion of  the  strata,  and  so  remarkable  a  correspondence  in  the  min- 
eralogical  and  other  characters  of  distant  portions  of  each  of  the  sev- 
eral formations  as  clearly  to  indicate  the  propriety  of  regarding  them 
all  as  parts  of  one  great  series  of  strata  accuinnlated  as  sediment  oi 
otherwise  over  the  widely  expanded  floor  of  the  ancient  ocean. 

Referring  to  the  report  of  last  year  for  a  detailed  account  of  the 
several  formations  contained  within  the  Appalachian  zone,  from  the 
first  to  the  eleventh  inclusive,  the  following  brief  notice  of  the  more 
prominent  characteristics  of  each  will,  it  is  hoped,  assist  the  reader 
m  understanding  the  descriptions  and  illustrations  hereafter  to  be 
introduced. 

Formation  I. — The  lowest  of  the  Appalachian  rocks  consists  for 
the  most  part  of  a  close  grained  white  or  light  grey  sandstone,  in 
some  places  containing  beds  of  a  rather  coarse  conglomerate  of 
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white  siliceons  pebbles.  Near  the  bottom  in  many  instances  a 
brownish  slaty  sandstone  occurs  alternating  with  the  former,  while 
towards  the  top  or  approaching  the  next  formation,  the  sand- 
stone passes. into  reddish  and  brownish  and  olive  coloured  argilla- 
ceous slates. 

This  formation  in  Virginia  is  exclusively  confined  to  the  western 
slope  of  the  Blue  Kidge  and  the  narrow  belt  of  rugged  hills  and 
mountains  extending  thence  to  the  commencement  of  the  valley 
limestone.  Its  chief  importance  in  an  economical  point  of  view 
arises  from  the  extensive  deposits  of  valuable  iron  ore  which  it  con- 
tains. These  are  mostly  found  high  up  among  the  reddish  shaJes 
and  therefore  near  the  margin  of  the  limestone. 

Formation  11.  is  mainly  composed  of  limestones,  and  is  the  pre- 
vailing rock  in  the  great  valley  lying  immediately  west  and  north  of 
the  Blue  Kidge,  imparting  to  that  region  its  fertile  soils  as  well  as 
the  undulating  form  of  its  surface.  Of  the  external  characters  and 
the  chemical  composition  of  the  more  important  varieties  of  these 
limestones,  some  account  was  given  in  a  former  report;  since  then 
numerous  observations  and  analyses  have  been  made  confirming  the 
opinion  at  tliat  time  advanced  of  the  hydraulic  character  of  those 
varieties  containing  a  large  proportion  of  carbonate  of  magnesia 
along  with  the  carbonate  of  lime,  and  showing  that  the  limestones 
of  this  class  are  of  very  common  occurrence  in  the  valley,  forming 
extensive  belts  and  occupying  no  small  share  of  the  entire  surface 
of  tiiis  region.  Occasionally  the  limestone  assumes  a  slaty  charac- 
ter, and  in  fact  in  some  places  is  actually  replaced  by  slates  more 
or  less  calcareous  and  of  various  tints  of  brown,  grey,  yellow,  blue 
and  green. 

Associated  with  these  calcareous  strata,  and  forming  a  part  of 
the  same  geological  group,  are  heavy  beds  of  chert  or  horn  stone, 
generally  of  a  bluish  grey  colour,  and  varying  from  an  open  and  ve- 
sicular to  a  compact  texture,  approaching  that  of  flint  or  of  chal- 
cedony. 

In  this  group  are  found  several  varieties  of  iron  ore,  all  of  good 
quality,  as  well  as  the  rich  veins  of  lead  ore  wrought  in  Wythe 
county,  together  with  less  important  ones  in  other  parts  of  the 
valley. 

Formation  III.  consists  of  slates  and  slaty  sandstones  of  various 
shades  of  bluish  black,  lead  colour,  and  yellowish  brown,  having  a 
laminated  and  fissile  structure  and  including  thin  bands  of  slabby 
limestone  remarkably  rich  in  fossils. 

Formation  IV.  is  composed  of  a  white  and  purplish  white  sand- 
stone, varying  in  texture  from  a  compact  fine  grained  rock  nearly 
resembling  quartz  to  a  coarse  conglomerate,  and  of  red  and  brown 
sandstones  graduating  into  ochreous  sliales.  Valuable  beds  of  iron 
ore  occur  in  the  upper  part  of  this  group,  associated  with  the  ferru- 
ginous and  shaly  rocks. 

Formation  V.  is  a  group  of  sofl  shales  and  shaly  sandstones  gen- 
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eralljr  calcareoaa,  with  oceasional  bands  of  shaly  limestone,  and  a 
compact  white  sandstone  like  that  of  Formation  IV.  The  slialy 
rocks  displajT  a  variety  of  tints — as  brown,  pnrple,  yellow,  green 
and  lead  colour — ^freqnently  presenting  a  mottled  aspect  from  the 
occurrence  of  blotches  of  green  and  yellow  in  the  more  massive 
dark  brown  strata.  Associated  with  these  shales  occurs  the  remark- 
able fossiliferous  calcareous  iron  ore  referred  to  in  the  report  of  lust 
year.  This,  from  its  striking  peculiarities,  would  of  itself  saffice  to 
identify  the  present  group  were  it  marked  by  less  distinct  characters 
in  other  respects. 

Formation  VI.  is  made  up  of  limestones,  in  which  the  shaly 
character  predominates  towards  the  bottom  adjacent  to  the  previous 
group,  aud  the  arenaceous  towards  the  top,  where  it  immediately 
underJies  the  sandstone  of  the  nezt  formation.  The  limestones  ex- 
hale a  strong  odour  of  bitumen  when  struck  or  rubbed,  and  are  con- 
spicuous, especially  in  the  arenaceous  layers,  for  their  extreme  rich- 
ness in  fossils.  In  this  group  highly  magnesian  limestones  have 
been  found  at  various  points,  which,  like  those  of  Formation  II. 
yield  a  lime  having  the  property  of  hardening  under  water.  To- 
wards its  upper  boundary,  a  large  admixture  of  siliceous  matter  in  a 
finely  divided  slate  converts  the  limestone  into  a  species  of  chert  or 
flint  rock,  and  in  some  places  the  calcareous  strata  are  almost  en- 
tirely replaced  by  a  material  of  this  description. 

Formation  VII.  consists  almost  entirely  of  a  yellowish  grey  sand- 
stone, generally  of  rather  coarse  and  open  texture,  and  abounding 
equally  with  the  preceding  group  in  impressions  of  shells  and  other 
organic  remains.  Towards  its  upper  boundary  it  has  generally  more 
or  less  of  a  ferro^nons  stain.  Indeed  this  part  of  it,  throughout 
a  large  portion  of  the  Appalachian  region,  is  the  repository  of  con- 
tinuous beds  of  iron  ore  of  immense  extent,  which  often  replace  the 
sandstone  for  a  great  depth. 

Formation  VIII.  is  a  group  of  slates  and  slaty  sandstones,  gen- 
erally occupying  the  intervals  of  ridges  composed  of  the  last  men- 
tioned, and  often  of  several  of  the  preceding  formations.  Where 
much  expanded  it  rises  into  acute  and  wildly  broken  hills,  seldom 
vieing  with  the  adjacent  ridges  in  altitude,  and  weU  distinguished 
by  their  tendency  to  the  conical  or  pyramidal  form,  and  the  conse- 
quent serrated  outline  of  their  summits  when  forming  a  continnous 
range.  This  very  extensive  group,  maintaining  uniform  characters 
throughout  the  northern  and  middle  portions  of  the  Appalachian 
zone,  was  subdivided  in  my  last  report  mto  three  portions — a  lower, 
or  black  fissile  slate,  a  middle  or  olive  and  green  coloured  slate,  and 
nn  upper  or  ochreous  slate,  of  each  of  which  a  specific  description 
was  at  the  same  time  given.  In  a  portion  of  the  southern  district, 
however,  especially  on  the  waters  of  the  north  fork  of  Holston, 
heavy  bands  of  calcareous  rock  make  their  appearance  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  group  usually  occupied  by  the  olive  slates,  forming  an  im- 
portant expansion  of  tlie  thin  calcareous  bands  occasionally  met  with 


in  the  other  districts  of  the  Appalachian  region  in  Virginia  as  well 
as  in  Pennsylvania,  and  rendering  the  formation  of  which  1  am  now 
speaking  strictly  analogous  to  that  in  which  the  gypsum  and  salt  of 
Isew  York  are  found.  Owing  to  the  vagueness  of  the  lines  of  de- 
uiarkation  between  the  three  subjacent  groups  in  this  portion  of 
the  southwestern  district,  and  the  almost  entire  absence  in  the  lo- 
calities previously  observed  of  formations  YI.  and  VII.  in  the 
report  of  last  year,  the  gypseous  rocks  of  this  region  were  referred 
to  the  upper  portion  of  No.  V.,  which  waa  supposed  to  have  be- 
come greatly  expanded  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  Appa- 
lachian belt.  But  further  observation  having  determined  tlie  ex- 
istence in  some  places  of  VI.  and  VII.,  between  the  well  charac- 
terized shales  and  fossiliferons  iron  ore  of  V.  and  the  slates  and  lime 
stones  here  referred  to,  and  having  furtliermore  traced  the  gradual 
change  by  which  in  proceeding  south  west  wardly  the  ordinary  slates 
of  Vill.  become  more  and  more  calcareous  until  they  are  at  length 
replaced  by  important  beds  of  limestone,  the  true  position  of  these 
calcareous  rocks  in  which  the  gypsum  of  our  southwest  occurs  is  to 
be  regarded  as  clearly  and  definitely  settled. 

In  the  lower  part  of  this  formation  are  found  copperas  and  alum 
shales  and  an  inferior  variety  of  iron  ore. 

Formation  IX.  is  characterized  by  red  slates  and  sandstones  of  a 
rather  argillaceous  composition,  alternating  with  shales  and  slaty 
sandstones  of  green,  yellow,  brown  and  dark  grey  colouring.  A 
more  siliceous  composition  and  harder  texture  become  visible  in  this 
group  as  we  proceed  southwards ;  at  the  same  time  the  predominance 
of  the  reddish  strata  increases,  so  that  midway  in  the  middle  district 
this  variety  includes  nearly  the  whole  thickness  of  the  formation. 
Impure  iron  ore  occurs  in  this  member  of  the  series,  but  in  such 
small  deposits  and  so  rarely  as  to  possess  little  or  no  economical  in- 
terest.    Of  organic  impressions  it  is  also  remarkably  barren. 

Formation  X.  is  well  distinguished  by  the  coarse  sandstones  and 
conglomerates  it  contains,  from  the  two  widely  expanded  members 
of  our  series  just  described.  Along  with  these  more  siliceous  rocks 
and  forming  the  upper  part  of  the  group  are  found  olive,  yellowish 
and  dull  red  micaceous  sandstones,  graduating  into  shales,  containing 
impressions  of  coal  plants  and  thin  seams  of  semi-bituminous  coal. 
The  association  of  these  shales  and  coal  in  one  group  with  the  sub- 
jacent conglomerates  and  sandstone,  is  deemed  both  more  natural 
and  convenient  than  to  regard  them  as  the  lower  portion  of  the  next 
superior  formation,  as  from  a  limited  examination  of  tlie  rocks  in 
question,  was  done  in  the  last  report.  In  fact  the  heterogeneous 
strata  of  the  formation  now  under  consideration,  mark  the  first  effort 
of  natural  causes  towards  the  production  of  the  extensive  series  of 
sedimentary  deposits  and  beds  of  coal  forming  the  widely  expanded 
coal  measures  of  the  trans- Alleghany  region — an  effort  which  was 
interrupted  for  a  time  by  the  new  agencies  employed  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  calcareous  and  other  strata  of  the  succeeding  member  of 
the  series.    It  is  in  this  formation  that  the  semi-bituminous  coal  of 
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the  little  North  mountaiik,  Brushy  mountain,  and  varions  localities 
to  be  pointed  out,  occurs,  and  thus  the  comparatively  limited  extent 
of  these  coal  strata  finds  a  ready  explanation  in  the  fact  that  during 
their  formation  the  widely  spread  strata  of  the  true  coal  meaaurea 
had  not  yet  begun  to  be  produced. 

Formation  XL — This  group  consists  of  red  and  green  and  yellow- 
ish argillaceous  shales,  and  micaceous  soft  sandstones,  the  reddish 
strata  predominating,  together  with  bluish  argillaceous  limestone, 
the  latter  occupying  comparatively  little  extent  near  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  state,  but  expanding  to  great  thickness  and  cover- 
in<y  a  wide  area  in  Pocahontas,  Greenbrier  and  Monroe  counties, 
whence  still  further  south  it  again  rapidly  contracts. 

Of  this  group  the  calcareous  rocks  are  the  most  interesting  in  a 
geological  as  well  as  economical  point  of  view.  Their  generally  ar- 
gillaceous character  is  sometimes  varied  by  the  introduction  of  beds 
of  chert,  which  as  well  as  the  limestone  proper,  are  often  extremely 
rich  in  organic  impressions.  A  striking  character  of  this  limestone 
consists  in  the  spherical  or  shot-like  forms  of  wliich  whole  beds  of 
it  are  sometimes  chiefly  composed.  This  technically  called  oolitic 
structure  has  no  where  else  been  remarked  in  our  series  of  rocks, 
excepting  in  some  bands  of  the  chert  and  cherty  limestone  of  No. 
II.,  of  which  a  remarkable  instance  occurs  in  the  strata  forming  the 
walls  of  the  natural  tunnel  in  Scott  county. 

The  upper  portions  of  this  group  consist  of  micaceous  sandstones, 
often  closely  resembling  the  soft  grits  of  the  true  coal  measures,  but 
usually  separated  from  them  as  we  sliall  see  by  a  well  characterized 
conglomerate  or  coarse  sandstone  appertaining  to  the  next  formation. 
These  sandstones  are  often  marked  with  impressions  of  coal  plants, 
and  near  their  upper  boundary  usually  contain  a  thin  seam  of  coal. 

Iron  ore  of  good  qusility  is  found  in  the  shales  of  this  group.  It 
is  of  the  nodular  variety,  resembling  that  associated  with  the  coal 
measures,  and  occurs  in  the  shuly  beds  in  layers,  alternating  with 
the  other  materials  of  the  strata. 

In  tracing  the  western  limits  of  what  we  have  for  convenience 
sake  denominated  the  Appalachian  region,  the  line  of  boundary  was 
drawn  to  correspond  with  the  first  outcrop  or  easternmost  exposure 
of  formation  XII.  In  doing  this,  however,  it  was  not  meant  to  im- 
ply that  throughout  the  area  lying  to  the  west  and  north  of  this  line, 
none  of  the  inferior  members  of  the  series  appear  upon  the  surface. 
Owing  to  the  undulating  directions  of  the  strata  in  many  instances, 
formation  XL  is  brought  up  some  distance  to  the  west  of  the  princi- 
pal escarpment  of  the  Alleghany,  beneath  which  it  had  disappeared. 
It  is  thus  that  it  forms  the  principal  part  of  the  Cheat  mountain  and 
Laurel  Hill,  and  overspreads  a  portion  of  Randolph  county,  and  the 
region  to  the  south  and  west.  Eventually,  however,  it  sinks  finally 
beneath  formation  XII.  and  is  no  more  seen  within  the  limits  of  our 
great  western  coal  region. 

Formation  XII.  is  a  group  of  coarse  grey  sandstones  and  con- 
glomerates— the  latter  remarkable  for  the  pertect  smoothness  and 
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rotundity  of  its  pure  white  siliceous  pebbles.  This  congloroerate 
usually  forms  the  crest  of  the  backbone  of  the  Alleghany,  and  read- 
ily yielding  to  atmospheric  agencies,  strews  the  flanks  of  tiie  ndge 
witii  the  polished  gravel  thus  separated  from  its  parent  rock. 
Vegetable  impressions  are  abundant  in  the  associated  rocks  of  finer 
texture,  displaying  themselves  on  the  surface,  or  forming  deep  cavi- 
ties in  the  mass. 

Formation  XIII.  comprises  that  widespread  series  of  sandstones, 
slates,  limestone  bands,  and  seams  of  coal  constituting  our  western 
coal  measures.  As  already  intimated,  convenience  may  hereafter 
require  its  separation  into  two  formations.  As  yet  observations 
sumcientiy  extensive  and  minute  have  not  been  made  in  the  region 
occupied  by  these  rocks,  to  warrant  such  a  subdivision,  or  to  render 
proper  any  special  description  of  the  strata  where  they  have  been 
examined.  The  detailed  examinations  about  to  be  commenced  in  this 
portion  of  the  state,  will  furnish  the  data  for  a  judicious  classifica- 
tion, as  well  as  an  accurate  descriptive  account  of  the  several  di- 
visions of  the  coal  measures,  and  their  valuable  contents,  while  it  is 
hoped  they  will  greatly  aid  the  explorations  of  the  many  enter- 
prising individuals  now  keenly  alive  to  the  resources  of  this  portion 
of  our  state. 

The  following  brief  explanations  of  the  meanings  of  certain  tech- 
nical terms  hereafter  to  be  employed,  will  it  is  hoped,  aid  the  reader 
not  conversant  with  geological  language,  in  understanding  the  sub- 
sequent descriptive  account  of  the  Appalachian  region. 

The  simplest  observation  suflSces  to  show  that  the  rocks  of  the 
Appalachian  belt  present  themselves  in  a  variety  of  attitudes  rela- 
tive to  the  horizon — in  some  places  the  successive  beds  or  strata 
resting  upon  one  another  in  horizontal  planes — ^but  in  a  far  greater 
number  of  instances,  more  or  less  steeply  inclined,  and  not  unfre- 
onently  in  a  vertical  position.  Where  the  stratum  thus  slopes  into 
the  earth,  the  direction  of  its  slope  is  called  its  dip.  Thus,  much  of 
the  limestone  of  the  valley  sinks  beneath  the  suriface  in  a  direction 
which  prolonged  would  carry  it  deep  beneath  the  Blue  Ridge.  It  is 
therefore  said  to  dip  towards  the  east. 

It  is  evident  that  a  line  drawn  along  the  surface  at  right  angles 
to  the  dip  would  continue  always  upon  the  same  stratum,  provided 
the  direction  of  the  stratum  longituainally  were  preserved.  Such  a 
line  is  called  the  strike  or  bearing  of  the  rock. 

In  passing  across  the  edges  of  the  strata  a»  they  are  exposed  upon 
the  surface  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to  the  strike— we  will  pass 
to  lower  or  to  higher  strata  according  as  we  proceed  towards  or  from 
the  point  of  the  compass  to  which  they  dip. 

In  pursuing  such  a  line  it  often  happens  that  after  passing  over 
a  series  of  beds  dipping  in  a  particular  direction,  we  come  upon 
the  same  series  repeated  dipping  in  the  opposite  direction — the 
stratum  at  the  point  of  transition  being  either  bent  over  in  an 
arched  form  to  the  reverse  dip,  or  suddenly  turned  down  and  frac- 
tured so  as  to  present  one  poition  dipping  in  the  one  direction  and 
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the  other  in  the  opposite.  Sach  an  arrangement  is  called  anti- 
elinal — and  the  line  along  which  the  change  occurs  is  called  an  anti- 
clinal  axis.  The  anticlinal  stractnre  is  also  seen  in  a  mountain 
where  the  corresponding  strata  on  its  opposite  sides  dip  opposite 
ways — and  in  most  cases  such  a  mountain  if  cleft  hy  the  passage  of 
a  river  will  display  the  successive  strata  composing  it  in  the  form 
of  an  arch  springmg  on  hoth  sides  from  its  flanks. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  the  corresponding  strata  dip  towards  m- 
stead  oifrom  the  central  line — thus  forming  a  long  hasin  m  which  one 
stratum  fits  upon  the  other  like  a  series  of  howls  or  dishes  of  diminish- 
ing size — the  arrangement  is  called  «j/n<;Zina2— and  the  central  line 
the  tynelinal  axis.  Such  a  structure  existing  in  a  mountain  will  dis- 
play the  corresponding  heds  of  rock  in  corresponding  positions  on 
the  opposite  slopes  of  the  ridge,  all  dipping  inwards  towards  the 
centre  of  the  hase  of  the  mountain,  and  will  usually  he  accompanied 
by  the  existence  of  a  long  trough-like  valley  on  the  mountain  top. 

By  the  intervention  of  a  succession  of  anticlinal  and  synclinal 
axes,  it  is  obvious  that  a  given  formation  may  be  caused  to  over- 
spread a  far  greater  breadth  of  territory  than  when  the  same  dip  is 
continued.  In  such  a  case  the  same  strata  are  repeatedly  brought 
to  the  surface  and  concealed. 

The  series  of  formations  from  I.  to  XIII.  as  above  described,  are 
usually  observed  lying  one  upon  another  in  the  precise  order  of  the 
numbers  designating  them,  no  matter  in  what  directions  the  anti- 
clinal and  synclinal  turns  affecting  them  may  cause  them  to  dip. 
80  that  II.  will  rest  upon  I.  either  horizontally  or  in  an  inclined 
position ;  III.  upon  II.  and  so  on  for  the  remainder.  But  some- 
times it  will  happen  that  the  inclination  given  to  the  strata  is  so 
great,  as  not  merely  to  throw  them  into  a  vertical  position,  but  even 
to  force  them  beyond  it.  In  such  a  case  the  lower  stratum  will  be 
brought  to  rest  against  the  higher — so  that  I.  may  rest  upon  IL,  II. 
upon  III.,  and  so  on.  This  arrangement  is  what  is  meant  by  an  in.- 
tersian  of  the  dips,  and  evidently  bespeaks  extraordinary  violence 
in  the  forces  by  which  the  derangement  of  the  originally  horizontal 
positions  of  the  strata  was  brought  about. 

In  some  cases  a  deep  cleft  or  fracture  is  found  extending  for 
some  distance  longitudinally  among  the  strata,  accompanied  by  the 
disappearance  of  some  of  the  strata  from  the  position  they  naturally 
occupy  in  the  series — so  that,  for  example,  II.  is  found  abutting 
against  X.  or  even  lying  in  an  inverted  position  upon  it — the  inter- 
vening rocks  having  been  ingulphed  by  a  downthrow  along  the 
line  of  fracture.  Such  a  dislocation  of  structure  is  termed  &  faulty — 
of  which,  as  will  hereafter  be  indicated,  numerous  extraordinary 
examples  are  furnished  in  the  Appalachian  region  of  our  state. 

Geology  of  the  Valley  of  Viboinia. 

The  extensive  zone  comprehended  under  this  title  embraces  all 
that  portion  of  the  state  having  for  its  eastern  boundary  the  west- 
ern Slope  of  the  Blue  Ridge  and  its  inflected  continuation,  the  Pop- 
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lar  Camp  and  Iron  mountains,  and  for  its  western,  the  Little  North 
and  a  portion  of  the  Big  North  mountain,  with  the  southern  pro- 
longation of  the  former,  Oaldweirs  and  Brushy  mountain;  and 
near  its  south-western  termination  the  line  of  knobs  forming  the  ex- 
tension of  Walker^B  mountain. 

Along  its  eastern  margin,  as  already  described,  this  area  is  occu- 
pied by  the  rocks  of  formation  I.  constituting  the  ranges  of  broken 
hills  which  flank  the  Blue  Ridge  on  the  volley  side,  and  forming  the 
narrow  belt  of  slaty  rocks  immediately  adjoining  the  valley  lime- 
stone or  formation  II.  lying  to  the  west.  This  limestone,  with  its 
associated  bands  of  calcareous  slate,  and  its  beds  of  chert  or  flint 
rock,  extends  over  most  of  the  area ;  thence  to  the  western  margin 
of  the  valley,  broad  belts  of  the  slate  of  formation  III.,  and  moun- 
tain ranges  consisting  of  this  group  of  rooks,  together  with  several 
of  the  formations  still  higher  in  the  series,  in  some  places  interrupt 
the  continuity  of  the  limestone,  and  give  variety  to  tlie  scenery, 
soils,  and  mineral  resources  of  this  fertile  and  picturesque  region. 

Commencing  our  description  with  the  narrow  belt  adjacent  to 
the  Blue  Ridge,  occupied  by  the  sandstones  and  slates  of  formation 
I.,  I  will  next  treat  of  the  valley  limestone  or  formation  II.,  and 
thence  proceed  to  sketch  briefly  the  structure  and  contents  of  some 
of  the  more  important  ranges  of  mountains  which  arise  in  the  midst 
of  this  generally  level  zone. 

As  stated  in  the  report  of  last  year,  the  sandstone  of  formation  I. 
is  occasionally  met  with  high  up  upon  the  flanks  of  the  Blue  Ridge, 
as  at  Turk's  and  Brown's  gaps,  and  other  points  in  that  portion  of 
the  valley.  At  the  Balcony  falls,  and  for  some  distance  to  the  north 
and  south  of  the  gorge  through  which  the  James  river  flnds  its  way, 
this  phenomenon  is  again  exhibited,  but  throughout  the  greater  part 
of  its  course  we  meet  with  the  eastern  limit  of  this  formation  much 
nearer  to  the  base  of  the  mountain.  When  lying  upon  the  higher 
points  of  the  declivity,  its  white  siliceous  strata  form  a  conspicuous 
object  in  the  scene,  spreading  downwards  to  the  valley  with  a  west- 
ern dip,  at  first  gentle,  but  rapidly  augmenting  in  steepness,  until 
along  the  mountain  base,  or  a  little  further  west,  the  higher  strata 
of  this  formation  are  seen  passing  from  their  western  dip  into  the 
vertical,  and  thence  into  an  eastern  and  obviously  inverted  inclina- 
tion. This  latter  attitude  is  that  most  commonly  observed  in  the 
innumerable  rocky  passes  by  which  the  traveller" obtains  access  to 
tlie  main  Blue  Ridge.  Such  is  the  arrangement  as  yet  found  to  pre- 
vail without  an  exception  in  the  portion  of  the  valley  extending 
from  the  Potomac  to  the  southern  boundary  of  Page  county. 

At  Harper's  Ferry,  and  for  some  distance  south,  where  the  al- 
tered character  of  the  sandstones  and  slates  of  this  formation  ren- 
ders it  occasionally  difficult  to  recognize  the  true  dip,  and  even  to 
identify  the  rock  itself,  this  eastern  declination  is  almost  uniformly 
observed,  the  slates  forming  a  portion  of  the  bed  of  the  Shenan- 
doah, dipping  beneath  the  sandstone  which  rises  in  bold  cliffs  along 
its  eastern  margin,  while  the  limestone  of  formation  II.  dips  in 
the  same  direction  beneath  the  slate,  tlius  pointing  to  an  inver- 
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sion  extending  entirely  throagh  formation  I.,  and  even  affecting  to  a 
great  distance  the  rocks  of  formation  II.  Bat  this  arrangement  is 
even  more  strikingly  displayed  at  Thornton's  and  Swift  ran  gaps, 
and  along  the  path  to  the  lofty  peak  of  igneous  rock,  called  the 
Stoney  Man,  as  well  as  in  nameroas  other  places  along  the  valley 
flank  of  the  ridge. 

Of  the  pecnliarities  locally  observed  at  Turk's  gap  and  other  neigh- 
bouring passes,  some  account  was  given  in  the  report  of  last  year. 
At  the  Balcony  falls,  where  the  western  dips  are  preserved  throagh- 
out  a  large  part  of  the  thickness  of  this  formation,  the  most  favour- 
able  opportunities  are  presented  for  studying  the  composition  and 
marking  the  arrangement  of  these  rocks.  The  formation  here  rests 
upon  igneous  rocks,  chiefly  of  the  sienitic  character,  which,  in  this 
place,  form  the  main  axis  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  These  are  well  seen 
in  travelling  along  the  tow  path  of  the  canal  which  follows  the 
coarse  of  the  river  through  the  wild  and  beautiful  gorge  by  which 
it  makes  its  way  from  the  valley  eastward.  As  we  approach  the 
western  termination  of  the  pass,  we  mark  the  commencement  of  the 
rocks  of  formation  I.,  which  are  seen  on  the  side  of  the  canal  lying 
upon  the  sienitic  mass  with  a  N.  W.  dip.  The  lowest  stratum, 
or  that  in  contact  with  the  sienitic,  is  a  brownish  decomposing  slate, 
evidently  much  altered  by  its  proximity  to  the  igneous  rock  be- ' 
neath ;  next  is  a  greyish  and  reddish  sandstone,  then  a  slate  similar 
to  the  former,  then  a  repetition  of  the  sandstone,  again  a  slate,  and 
at  the  termination  of  the  gap  heavy  beds  of  massive  white  sand- 
stone, such  as  constitutes  the  type  of  this  formation.  The  average 
dip  of  the  latter,  as  presented  in  the  imposing  cliffs  which  guard  tlie 
entrance  to  this  pass,  is  55"  N.  W.  If  now  we  return  eastwardly 
by  the  road  leading  over  the  mountain,  we  are  accompanied  for  a 
long  distance  by  the  strata  just  described,  first  losing  sight  of  the 
upper  sandstone,  then  traversing  the  slate,  and  thus  successively 
passing  lower  and  lower  into  the  series,  now  spreading  out  its  lower 
strata  at  a  very  gentle  inclination  even  to  the  summit  or  nearly  of 
the  main  ridge.  Here,  as  well  as  along  the  canal,  striking  evidences 
are  seen  of  the  modifying  agency  of  the  subjacent  igneous  rocks,  in 
the  vitreous  character  of  some  of  the  sandstones,  the  specks  of  chlo- 
rite and  epidote,  disseminated  through  them  as  well  as  the  slates, 
and  the  jointed  structure  and  confused  stratification  of  all  the  lower 
beds. 

Westward  of  this  line  of  cliffs  a  low  and  level  region  intervenes, 
exposing,  where  not  covered  by  the  fragments  of  sandstone  from  the 
adjoining  hills,  a  friable,  reddish  or  brownish  slate;  of  this  mate- 
rial. Sailing's  mountain,  over  which  passes  the  road  leading  to  the 
Natural  bridge,  is  largely  constituted.  Here,  as  in  most  other  parts 
of  the  valley,  where  they  are  exposed,  these  upper  slates  of  forma- 
tion I.  present  a  steep  eastern  dip,  and  rest  upon  the  limestone  simi- 
larly inclined  lying  to  the  west,  so  that,  but  for  other  observations, 
where  the  natural  position  of  the  formation  is  seen,  comparatively 
undisturbed,  it  might  fairly  be  inferred  that  the  slates  in  question 
properly  belonged  to  formation  III.    But  such  observations,  taken 
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in  connection  with  tiie  difference  in  the  character  of  the  two  rocka, 
and  the  distinctly  traceable  inversion  of  the  more  massive  beds  of 
formation  III.,  clearly  show  these  slates  to  be  intermediate  in  posi- 
tion between  the  well  marked  sandstones  of  I.,  and  the  limestone 
of  II.,  and  thus  therefore,  to  be  very  fairly  included  in  an  upper 
division  in  the  former. 

Phenomena  similar  to  those  here  described,  are  found  to  prevail 
northward  from  the  Balcony  falls  to  some  distance  beyond  Tye 
river  gap,  and  at  intervals  as  far  as  Kockfish  gap.  Southward  from 
the  falls,  the  expansion  of  the  rocks  of  formation  I.  over  the  more 
ancient  rocks  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  becomes  less  and  less,  until  in  ap- 
proaching the  road  leading  up  Jennings's  creek  to  the  Peaks  of  Otter, 
we  find  this  formation  confined  to  the  western  base  of  the  moun« 
tain,  whose  granitic  and  sienitic  rocks  are  widely  displayed  along 
the  western  slope  as  far  down  nearly  as  the  valley  level.  Here  the 
sandstones  and  slates  of  I.  are  all  inverted,  as  are  also  the  limestones 
as  far  as  Buchanan,  where  they  become  vertical  or  tending  to  a 
western  dip  beneath  formations  III.  and  IV.  of  the  Purgatory 
mountain. 

Still  fhrther  south,  at  Buford's  gap,  the  lofty  ridge  over  which 
the  turnpike  leading  from  Liberty  to  Fincastle  passes,  consists  en- 
tirely of  the  rocks  of  this  formation,  presenting  however  great 
modifications  of  structure  and  composition  towards  the  central  part 
of  the  mountain.  This  remarkable  ridge  has  much  the  appearance 
of  an  irregular  and  contorted  anticlinal  axis  of  formation  I.,  separat- 
ing that  portion  of  the  limestone  and  limestone  shales  of  formation 
II.  which  occupies  the  valley  about  Buford's,  lying  to  the  east  from 
the  corresponding  rocks  to  the  west  in  the  main  valley  of  Virginia. 
At  the  western  base  of  this  mountain  the  customary  inversion  is 
displayed. 

Thence  along  to  the  S.  W.  by  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Kidge  and 
Pilot  mountains,  through  the  wild  scenery  of  the  Poor  mcuntains 
and  the  almost  inaccessible  ridges  of  Mack's  mountain,  and  again 
along  the  base  of  Poplar  Camp  and  Iron  mountains,  the  bold  ex- 
posures of  formation  I.  exhibit  with  scarcely  an  exception  this 
same  inverted  dip,  here  presenting  itself  in  lofty  clifis  of  sandstone 
conglomerate  and  slate  in  close  juxtaposition  with  the  rocks  proper 
to  the  Blue  Ridge.  Towards  the  Tennessee  line,  a  less  entire  inver- 
sion is  discoverable,  and  in  the  Holston  mountains,  a  little  south 
of  the  line,  vast  masses  of  the  lower  beds  of  this  formation  are  seen 
dipping  northwardly  into  the  valley.  It  may  be  proper  to  add  that 
the  Poor  mountains  and  Mack's  mountain  are  composed  almost  ex- 
clusively of  the  rocks  of  formation  I. 

MiNEBAL  Contents  of  this  Foemation. 

The  white  sandstone  forming  the  principal  and  most  conspicuous 
member  of  this  group,  from  the  closeness  and  fineness  of  grain,  and 
the  almost  exclusively  siliceous  composition  for  which  it  is  distin- 
guished, is  generally  well  adapted  for  a  durable  building  material. 
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Some  of  the  layers  liowever,  of  a  loss  homogeneous  composition, 
are  liable  to  rapid  disintegration,  giving  rise  in  some  places  to 
the  abandant  prodnction  of  a  beaatifol  white  sand.  This  material 
has  every  quality  saitable  for  the  manufacture  ofgloM,  An  inter- 
esting locality  of  this  sand  is  to  be  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  Darst^s  at 
the  Balcony  falls.  Ascending  a  ravine  penetrating  the  hill  composed 
of  the  upper  white  sandstone  of  I.  immediately  in  front  of  his  boase, 
we  find  the  rock  crumbling,  and  in  some  places  appearing  as  loose 
sand,  or  but  a  feebly  adhering  mass.  This  sand  is  white,  or  but 
slightly  tinged  with  yellow,  and  exists  at  the  quarry  in  the  greatest 
abundance. 

But  by  far  the  most  important  materials  associated  with  the  strata 
of  this  formation  are  its  iron  ores^  which  are  both  rich  and  of  in- 
exhaustible extent.  These,  as  formerly  stated,  are  chiefly  confined 
to  the  slaty  rocks  next  to  formation  II. — although  another  ore  gen- 
erally of  inferior  quality,  but  which  has  sometimes  been  worked,  is 
occasionally  met  with  among  the  siliceous  strata  farther  east.  Of  the 
importance  of  the  ferriferous  bands  of  this  formation,  it  is  hoped 
more  just  ideas  will  be  entertained  upon  duly  considering  the  pre- 
ceding descriptive  account  of  the  continuous  extent  of  the  for- 
mation itself^  as  well  as  the  farther  and  more  local  details  which 
follow. 

In  tracing  the  slates  in  question  longitudinally  throughout  the 
whole  length  of  the  valley,  fragments  of  iron  ore  and  other  indica- 
tions of  the  existence  of  valuable  beds  of  this  material  are  of  fre- 
quent occurrence — not  only  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mines  which 
are  or  have  been  actually  resorted  to,  but  at  innumerable  other 
points,  the  heavy  covering  of  stoney  debris  from  the  mountain, 
being  the  chief  cause  of  the  concealment  of  the  massive  deposits 
themselves. 

The  most  northern  point  at  which  this  ore  is  mined  for  the  pur 
pose  of  manufacture  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Shenandoah  iron 
works.  Near  the  Page  and  Rockingham  line,  it  is  procured  from 
the  shales  adjacent  to  the  limestone  along  the  base  of  the  ridge 
called  Fox's  mountain,  composed  of  formation  I.  It  is  here  found 
in  great  abundance,  and  is  well  adapted  to  the  furnace.  This  ore  is 
a  hydrated  per-oxide  of  iron,  generally  compact  and  close  grained, 
and  exhibiting  a  smooth  fracture.  In  some  specimens  it  has  the 
mammilary  and  stalactitic  character,  and  not  unfrequently  pre- 
sents on  its  freshly  exposed  surfaces  a  beautiful  play  of  the  pris- 
matic colours.  For  its  chemical  composition,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
ores  of  other  localities  hereafter  noticed,  I  would  refer  to  a  succeed- 
ing section  of  the  present  report. 

From  this  point  southward  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Mount  Torrey 
in  Augusta  county,  no  ore  banks  are  known  to  have  been  opened — 
although  at  numerous  points  along  the  eastern  margin  of  the  shales 
of  formation  I.  unequivocal  indications  of  good  ore  are  to  be  met 
with.  At  the  locality  just  mentioned,  the  remains  of  a  furnace  are 
to  be  seen,  the  ore  for  which  was  supplied,  at  least  in  part,  from  the 
same  formation.    Mount  Torrey  is  itself  a  mass  of  the  white  sand- 
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little  widtli,  and  soon  give  place  to  the  valley  limestone. 

From  Mount  Torrej  the  ore  appears  to  continue  almost  aninter- 
mptedly  along  the  margin  of  the  valley  to  a  point  S.  £.  of  the  Olo- 
verdale  furnace  Id  Botetourt  county,  and  is  mined  to  some  extent 
in  several  places  for  the  supply  of  the  contiguous  furnuces.  At  t!ie 
Cotopaxi  works,  situated  on  the  head  waters  of  South  river,  and 
immediately  at  the  western  base  of  the  low  hills  flanking  the  Blue 
Ridge,  the  massive  white  sandstone  of  I.  is  seen  in  vertical  or  in- 
verted sheets  forming  the  western  faces  of  these  broken  and  pointed 
ridges,  while  a  little  west  occur  the  shales,  the  repositories  of  the 
ore,  with  a  south-eastern  dip,  and  as  usual,  still  more  towards  the 
west,  the  limestone.  This  ore  which  is  a  hydrated  per-oxide,  is 
irregularly  stratified  and  remarkably  various  in  its  character — in 
some  bands  being  quite  soft  and  argillaceous,  in  others  almost  pul- 
verulent, and  in  others  again,  nodular,  or  solid  and  compact. 

The  ore  continues  to  show  itself  on  the  surface  at  intervals  as 
we  proceed  in  a  southerly  direction  skirting  the  valley,  and  is  found 
mingled  in  considerable  quantity  with  the  fragments  of  sandstone 
along  the  flanks  of  the  hills  situated  immediately  to  the  sooth  of 
Buchanan. 

Along  the  waters  of  Back  creek  to  the  south  and  west  of  this 
point,  the  exposures  of  ore  become  numerous  and  highly  interesting. 
The.  shales  containing  the  iron,  begin  here  to  assume  a  character 
very  commonly  presented  by  them  as  they  continue  their  course 
still  further  towards  the  8.  W.,  that  of  hlendinp  with  the  limestone 
by  numerous  alternations  of  the  shaly  and  calcareous  rock.  The 
ore  is  found  in  a  line  of  hills  consisting  of  these  mingled  rocks,  sep- 
arated from  the  Blue  Ridge  by  a  valley  of  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  in  width,  and  extending  in  a  broken  form  from  about  one  mile 
east  of  Back  creek  to  within  two  miles  of  Oloverdale  furnace,  being 
in  all  a  distance  of  about  nine  miles.  The  summits  and  western  slopes 
of  these  hills  consist  in  great  part  of  a  deposit  of  the  hydrated 
per-oxide  of  iron,  brown  and  black,  with  some  hematitic  surfaces. 
The  whole  surface  seems  to  be  covered  with  the  ore,  projecting 
frequently  in  large  masses.  The  soil  is  higlily  ferruginous  and  little 
or  no  rock  associated  with  the  ore.  As  well  as  conld  be  judged,  the 
breadth  of  this  highly  ferriferous  belt  is  about  three  fourths  of  a 
mile,  and  as  already  mentioned,  its  length  about  nine  miles. 

A  little  nearer  the  Blue  Ridge  than  the  preceding,  there  occurs 
another  variety  of  ore,  associated  with  the  sandstone  of  formation 
L  This  is  well  seen  at  Bear  Knob,  and  in  a  hill  about  one  mile  east 
of  Mr.  Wood's.  Along  the  western  base  of  Bear  Knob,  are  seen 
disintegrating  sandstones  and  slaty  rocks  with  a  S.  £.  dip.  These 
continue  to  the  opposite  side,  though  with  a  larger  admixture  of 
the  sandstone,  and  at  the  summit  of  the  ridge  the  ore  occurs.  The 
hill,  near  Mr.  Wood's,  consists  of  siliceous  sandstone,-  sometimes 
white,  though  generally  ferruginous  and  containing  the  ore  in  beds. 
Along  its  base,  we  meet  with  the  ore  in  large  masses,  associated 
with  the  sandstone.    It  is  also  scattered  profusely  over  the  western 


declivity,  generally  in  fragments  of  great  size.  This  ore  is  hemati- 
tic,  and  closely  resembles  that  of  the  shales  of  the  same  formation. 
Higher  up  the  hill  toward  the  snmmit  sandstone  preyails  again, 
associated  with  iron,  and  containing  crystalized  quartz  coating  chal- 
cedony in  a  stalactitical  arrangement  The  supply  of  ore  to  be  ob- 
tained from  this  ridge  would  be  abandant,  but  the  quality  is  such 
as  to  produce  a  cold  share  metal,  better  suited  for  castings  than  for 
bar  iron. 

The  continuation  of  formation  I.  along  the  southern  margiu  of 
the  valley  in  the  counties  of  Eoanoke,  Montgomery,  Floyd,  Wythe, 
Smyth  and  Washington,  is  accompanied  by  similar  ores,  and  judg- 
ing by  the  iudications  upon  the  surface,  and  some  of  the  more  im- 
portant exposures  which  have  been  obser\-ed,  in  quantities  not  less 
abundant  than  in  some  of  the  favoured  districts  heretofore  noticed. 
At  present,  however,  little  or  no  use  is  made  of  any  but  the  lime- 
stone ores  of  that  region,  nor  indeed  doce  it  appear  that  the  other 
ores  have  ever  been  resorted  to,  unless,  perhaps,  for  a  partial  supply 
at  the  old  Poplar  Camp  furnace.  In  Carter  county,  Tennessee,  it  is 
understood  they  are  extensively  applied,  and  it  is  hoped,  that  they 
may  be  made  equally  available  at  some  future  day  to  the  growing 
enterprise  of  the  neighbouring  portion  of  our  state. 

The  brief  view  that  has  now  been  given  of  the  continuity  of 
this  iron  bearing  series  of  rocks,  bordering  our  great  valley  on  the 
east  throughout  its  entire  length,  is  calculated  largely  to  add  to  our 
estimate  of  the  manufacturing  resources  of  the  valley.  For  although 
numerous  localities  of  the  ore  have  long  been  known  and  resorted 
to,  it  is  only  by  the  evidence  of  this  continuity,  derived  from  a  care- 
ful geological  examination,  that  just  views  of  the  extent  of  this  item 
of  our  mineral  wealth  could  be  obtained. 

Of  the  Valley  Limestone,  and  its  Mineral  Contents. 

The  rock  here  referred  to  constitutes  the  second  in  our  series  of 
formations,  lying,  where  no  violent  disturbing  force  has  inverted 
the  natural  position  of  the  strata,  immediately  upon  the  upper 
shales  of  formation  I.  From  the  Potomac  southward  nearly  to  the 
Kock bridge  line,  it  presents  the  form  of  two  belts  separated  by  an 
intervening  tract  of  variable  width,  formed  of  the  next  or  several 
of  the  next  superior  formations.  As  far  south  as  the  northern  ter- 
mination of  the  Massanutten  ranges,  the  dividing  band  is  composed 
exclusively  of  the  group  of  slaty  rocks  constituting  formation  III. 
Further  south  these  mountains  bear  aloft  still  higher  formations, 
resting  upon  a  basis  of  the  slates,  and  broadly  skirted  by  them  on 
either  side ;  and  again  after  the  termination  of  these  ridges  in  thd 
peak  near  Keezletown,  the  same  zone  of  slate  continues  its  course 
towards  the  south,  gradually  diminishing  in  breadth  until  it  eventu- 
ally disappears.  Similar  interruptions  in  the  continuity  of  the  lime- 
stone rocks  are  produced  by  the  Short  Hill,  Purgatory  and  other 
mountains  in  the  more  southern  portion  of  the  valley,  but  of  these 
no  particular  description  need  here  be  given. 
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As  already  indicated,  the  prevailing  dip  of  the  limestone  along 
its  eastern  margin  where  it  joins  the  shales  of  formation  I.  is  to 
the  southeast.  Indeed  bat  few  instances  occur  in  the  slate  in 
which  this  rock  is  seen  reposing  in  its  natoral  position  upon  these 
older  strata.  As  might  be  inferred  from  the  general  prevalence  of 
this  inversion  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  the  natural  causes 
by  which  it  was  brought  about  eicerted  a  powerjul  influence  upon 
the  position  of  all  the  rocks  of  the  valley,  and  in  some  instances 
would  seem  to  have  propagated  a  like  inversion  entirely  across  this 
zone  and  even  into  the  rocks  composing  the  mountain  bounding  it 
on  the  west.  Of  these  agencies,  however,  it  is  not  my  purpose  as 
it  would  not  be  appropriate  here  to  speak  in  detail,  desiring  to  con- 
fine my  remarks  to  such  points  merely  as  will  aid  in  understanding 
clearly  the  structure  of  the  valley  as  connected  with  practical 
results. 

While  from  the  circumstance  just  referred  to  the  prevailing  dip 
of  the  limestone  even  in  the  middle  and  western  parts  of  the  valley 
is  towards  the  south  and  east,  repeated  alternations  of  dip  present 
themselves  in  many  parts  of  its  surface.  Extensive  lines  of  fault 
and  numerous  anticlinal  and  synclinal  turns  of  the  strata  in  axes 
parallel  to  the  ridge  may  be  traced  throughout  this  space,  and  thus 
the  true  thickness  of  the  formation,  even  where  it  exhibits  no  uncon- 
formity of  dip  from  its  eastern  to  its  western  boundary,  would  be 
very  erroneously  estimated  by  referring  it  to  the  entire  breadth  of 
the  uninterrupted  calcareous  zone.  Of  the  limits  of  the  several 
zones  of  limestone  and  intervening  slate  or  other  rocks,  no  accurate 
description  can  be  verbally  conveyed,  the  sections  and  geological  de- 
lineations on  the  map,  hereafter  to  be  presented,  being  alone  capable 
of  indicating  these  boundaries  with  the  requisite  precision. 

As  from  what  has  already  been  stated  it  is  apparent  that  the 
principal  band  of  slate  (formation  III.)  running  southward  from  the 
Potomac  lies  in  a  synclinal  axis,  and  as  the  same  must  be  tnie  of  all 
other  bandit  of  this  rock  bounded  by  the  limestone  on  both  sides, 
where  no  dislocation  or  fault  intervenes,  we  may  fairly  infer  that 
the  bands  of  limestone  in  corresponding  positions  near  the  opposite 
margins  of  the  slate  will  be  found  of  like  character,  for  in  such  cases 
they  are  in  fact  but  parts  of  the  same  stratum  extending  in  the  form 
of  a  trough  beneath  the  higher  limestones  and  the  incumbent  slate. 
The  importance  of  this  rule  in  guiding  to  particular  belts  valuable 
either  for  their  litne  or  hydraulic  cement,  or  for  the  purposes  of  or- 
nament, will  at  once  be  perceived.  It  is  true  that  the  synclinal 
axis  in  question  is  far  from  being  regular,  and  for  a  considerable 
distance  presents  inverted  dips  of  the  slate  upon  its  eastern  side,  so 
as  in  fact  to  display  only  eastern  dips  throughout  its  entire  width, 
yet  even  here  the  rule  will  be  found  of  use,  and  corresponding  belts 
will  be  found  nearly  similarly  placed  on  its  opposite  sides.  It  is 
owing  to  this  cause  that  the  very  same  varieties  of  limestone  are 
met  with  along  the  eastern  base  of  the  Massanutten  mountains  in 
Page  county  as  along  its  western  base  in  Shenandoah.  In  a  simi- 
lar manner  through  the  various  anticlinal  and  synclinal  turns  of  the 
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strata,  the  same  belts  of  hjdraulic  cement  or  bine  limestone  or  other 
varieties  of  the  rock  are  sometimes  frequently  repeated.  It  is  on  this 
account  as  well  as  others  that  it  becomes  practically  of  mach  impor- 
tance to  trace  these  axes,  and  to  delineate  them  on  the  map. 

Without  entering  into  minute  details,  I  will  now  refer  to  some 
of  the  more  important  varieties  of  the  limestone,  including  the 
hydraulic  cement,  and  some  of  the  other  mineral  contents  of  the 
formation  of  which  I  am  treating.  In  doing  this  it  may  be  remarked 
that  inasmuch  as  the  materials  in  question  are  geologically  associated 
with  this  formation,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  tneir  existence  is 
confined  to  the  Valley  of  Virginia.  In  fact  they  are  to  be  looked 
for  wherever  formation  II.  occurs,  and  are  hence,  many  of  them, 
actually  met  with  in  those  comparatively  circumscribed  tracts  amid 
the  mountains  west  of  our  valley,  in  which  from  the  effect  of  a 
change  in  the  dip  of  the  rocks  this  formation  is  again  exposed  to 
view. 

Of  the  limestones  peculiarly  rich  in  lime,  and  therefore  especially 
suited  to  some  of  the  economical  uses  to  which  these  rocks  are  ap- 
plied, there  are  two  varieties  particularly  deserving  of  notice.  These 
are, 

First,  the  dark  blue  limestone  of  a  fine  grain  and  smooth  frac- 
ture, and 

Second,  the  dun  coloured  limestone  of  a  very  close  groin  and 
semi-conchoidal  or  somewhat  rounded  fracture. 

The  former,  though  almost  black  before  burning,  yields  a  beau- 
tifully white  lime,  the  colouring  matter  consisting  of  bituminous 
and  other  combustible  ingredients,  which  are  entirely  expelled  by 
burning. 

The  latter  yields  an  equally  fair  and  rather  purer  lime.  In  both 
these  varieties  very  little  silica  or  magnesia  is  present,  and  in  no 
case  will  they  be  found  to  furnish  a  lime  capable  of  setting  under 
water.  At  tJie  same  time  they  are  admirably  suited  for  the  pur- 
poses of  ordinary  mortar. 

In  selecting  these  two  varieties  as  particularly  suited  for  cer- 
tain economical  uses,  it  is  not  meant  to  imply  that  many  others  may 
not  be  found  of  sufficient  purity  to  render  them  valuable  for  sim- 
ilar purposes.  The  light  blue  limestone  stained  with  red  on  its  frac- 
tured surfaces,  the  bluish  mottled  limestones  and  others,  though  min- 
gled more  largely  with  extraneous  matters,  yield  a  good  lime,  and 
may  be  usefully  employed.  In  fact,  so  far  as  regards  that  most 
important  of  all  the  uses  of  lime,  its  application  to  the  soil,  I  con- 
ceive that  there  is  scarcely  a  single  variety  of  the  calcareous  rock 
from  which  great  benefits  might  not  be  derived  when  thus  applied. 
Even  the  magnesian  limestones,  of  which  numerous  and  extensive 
bands  have  been  demonstrated  to  exist  in  this  as  well  as  the  higher 
calcareous  formations,  is  no  longer  to  be  dreaded  as  injurious  to  the 
soil.  An  enlarged  experience  of  the  effects  of  limestones  of  this 
class  has  of  late  years  clearly  proved  the  error  of  the  former  opin- 
ion of  their  hurtful  influence  upon  vegetation — ^and  no  better  evi- 
dence can  be  adduced  of  the  positive  value  of  the  lime  furnished 
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by  them  in  agriculture  than  the  fact,  for  which  I  can  vonch  by 
my  own  chemical  analyses,  that  some  of  the  limes  in  most  repute 
in  Pennsylvania  and  further  north,  as  means  of  ameliorating  the 
soil,  are  actually  largely  mingled  with  magnesia.  The  same  fact 
has  also  been  proved  in  regard  to  the  lime  manufactnred  in  some 

E laces  in  our  own  state,  and  which  has  been  admitted  from  trial  to 
ave  proved  useful  to  the  land. 

Many  bands  occur  in  this  formation  in  the  valley  and  further 
west,  of  a  texture  and  colour  adapted  to  purposes  of  ornament.  Of 
these  marbles^  for  so  they  may  deservedly  be  called,  there  are  numer- 
ous varieties  distingui>hed  by  their  colour  and  other  important 
qualities,  a  few  of  which  I  will  here  briefly  notice: 

First — The  Dun  Coloured  Afarhle. — A  rock  of  very  homogeneous 
and  close  testnre,  and  susceptible  of  fine  polish.  This  is  perhaps 
the  most  abundant  marble  of  good  quality  in  the  northern  and  mid- 
dle counties  of  the  valley.  It  is  met  with  among  other  places,  near 
New  Market  and  Woodstock,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Mas- 
sanntten  mountain  in  Page  county,  and  has  been  traced  a  great 
distance  both  north  and  south. 

Second — The  Mottled  Bluish  Marble. — This,  though  rather  less 
fine  grained  than  the  former,  takes  a  good  polish,  and  is  quite  orna- 
mental in  its  appearance.  It  is  seen  a  little  to  the  west  of  New 
Market,  on  the  land  of  Dr.  Henkle  and  may  be  traced  for  many 
miles. 

Third— ^r«y  Marble, — This  occurs  about  three  fourths  of  a 
mile  from  Buchanan,  in  a  south-easterly  direction  lying  very  near 
the  junction  of  formations  II.  and  I.  In  approaching  it  from  that 
point,  as  we  proceed  down  the  river,  we  first  meet  with  ledges  of 
blue  limestone  having  a  high  easterly  dip,  which,  in  the  course  of  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  becomes  vertical.  It  then  bends  over  in  an  arch 
which  is  well  exposed  on  the  side  of  a  cliff',  and  continuing  for  about 
half  a  mile  along  the  road  which  is  now  directed  more  to  the  south 
as  it  approaches  the  line  of  contact  with  formation  I.,  its  character 
suddenly  changes,  and  we  pass  from  a  dark  blue  limestone,  with  a 
steep  south-eastern  dip,  to  .a  body  of  compact  fine  grained  marble, 
not  stratified  or  distinguished  by  layers,  but  solid  and  massive,  and 
as  worn  by  the  waters  of  Stone  run,  resembling  at  first  a  massive 
sandstone.  Its  colour  varies  from  white  to  grey,  the  latter  predomi- 
nating. The  bed,  as  exposed  on  the  creek,  is  about  60  yards  in 
width,  and  it  extends  into  the  hills  on  both  sides:  course  N.  E.  and 
S.  W.  A  little  further  east  the  limestone  becomes  siliceous,  and 
a  few  yards  beyond  gives  place  to  alternate  bands  of  a  grey  hard 
sandstone  and  dark  green  slate.  About  a  hundred  yards  up  the 
creek  a  bold  ledge  of  white  compact  sandstone  is  seen  coming  down 
the  mountain  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  rising  into  the  opposite 
hill.     Its  dip  is  south  a  little  east ;  angle  80°. 

Fourth — The  White  il/arJfe.— This  variety  is  met  with  at  sev- 
eral points  in  the  valley,  but  nowhere  else  so  abundantly,  or  of  so 
exquisite  a  colour,  and  so  fine  a  grain,  as  in  Kockbridge  county,  at 
a  distance  of  about  5  miles  from  Lexington.    As  exposed  on  the  hill 
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in  which  it  ocoars  its  thickness  woald  appear  to  be  about  15  feet, 
and  there  is  reason  to  think  its  extent  longitudinally  very  consider- 
able. In  susceptibility  of  polish,  fineness  and  evenness  of  grain,  and 
])nrity  of  colour,  it  can  scarcely  be  excelled.  A  tendency  to  cross- 
jointing  observed  in  the  exposed  masses,  may  interfere  with  the 
quarrying  of  large  blocks,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  defect 
would  cease  to  prevail  in  the  rock  at  some  depth  beluw  the  surface. 

Hfth — Red  Marble, — This  variety,  so  far  as  yet  observed,  occurs 
only  in  the  southwestern  counties,  and  is  almost  entirely  confined  to 
the  tracts  of  formation  II.  lying  among  the  mountains  to  tlie  N.  W. 
of  the  valley.  Throughout  this  portion  of  the  Appalachian  belt  a 
great  prevalence  of  red  material  may  be  remarked  in  many  of  the 
formations,  and  is  highly  conspicuous  in  II.,  especially  as  it  ap- 
proaches formation  III.,  which  is  here  deeply  tinged  with  the  same 
colour.  In  Giles  county,  a  fine  grained  red  limestone  or  marble  is 
met  with  on  the  confines  of  III.,  near  the  base  of  AngePs  Rest 
mountain,  and  a  more  compact  and  massive  rock  of  the  same  hue 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ghapman^s  ferry.  In  Scott  county,  a  mot- 
tled marble,  in  which  this  colour  is  pleasantly  blended  with  greyish 
white,  is  found  in  great  abundance,  (a  short  distance  to  the  west  of 
the  courthouse).  In  the  valley  portion  of  this  region  the  dun  col- 
onred  variety  and  others  are  also  found. 

Sixth — Shaded  Marble. — This  variety,  found  in  Rockingham 
county,  has  been  opened,  and  I  believe  wrought  to  some  extent  by 
Mr.  Funks  of  that  county.  Its  texture  is  compact  and  beautifully 
fine,  enabling  it  to  receive  a  good  polish,  and  when  thus  pre- 
pared it  displays  a  pleasing  mixture  of  yellowish  grey  and  slate 
colours. 

The  above  account  is  far  from  including  all  the  varieties  or  lo- 
calities of  marble  appertaining  to  formation  11.  as  presented  in  the 
valley  or  further  west — but  will  serve  to  shew  that  this  formation 
is  by  no  means  deficient  in  the  more  ornamental  descriptions  of 
limestone. 

The  magnesian  limestones  constitute,  both  from  their  extent  and 
economical  value,  a  very  important  part  of  formation  II.,  not  only 
in  the  valley  but  in  the  districts  lying  to  the  west  and  north,  in 
which  this  formation  is  widely  exposed.  They  are  usually  distin- 
guished by  a  bluish  grey  tint,  frequently  blended  with  a  tinge  of 
yellow  or  brown,  by  a  dull  aspect,  and  a  tendency  to  slaty  structure. 
These  are  not,  however,  the  only  characters  under  which  they  are 
met  with — for  in  some  instances  they  present  a  dark  blue  colour. 
The  best  general  guide  to  their  recognition  is  the  dullness  of  their 
surfaces,  even  when  freshly  broken,  and  the  absence  of  the  smooth 
fine  grain  of  most  of  the  pure  varieties  of  limestone.  No  test,  how- 
ever, merely  derived  from  the  aspect  of  the  rook,  will  furnish  a  cer- 
tain means  for  its  identification,  unlej?s  to  the  most  experienced  ob- 
server. The  following  simple  chemical  procedure  is  therefore  rec- 
ommended as  easily  conducted  and  not  liable  to  any  ambiguity  in 
the  result. 

Let  a  small  portion  of  the  rock  be  reduced  to  a  fine  powder  in  a 
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mortar,  and  upon  this,  placed  in  a  cup  or  glass,  poor  a  portion  of 
dilate  sulpbaric  acid  (oil  of  vitriol).  Should  the  effervescence  be 
slow  and  of  long  continuance,  magnesia  is  indicated — for  it  is  a 
property  of  the  magnesian  limestones  to  be  less  energetically  acted 
on  by  an  acid  than  the  purely  oaicareous  rocks.  Allow  the  mixture 
to  remain  until  the  effervescence  has  entirely  ceased,  and  is  not  re- 
newed by  agitation.  Pour  the  clear  liauid  off,  and  placing  it  in  a 
cup,  heat  it  gently  until  the  greater  part  has  been  evaporated.  Upon 
setting  it  aside,  should  magnesia  be  present,  crystals  of  epsom  salt 
will  be  seen  to  form,  and  in  process  of  time  will  entirely  replace  the 
liquid.  These  may  easily  be  recognized  by  their  well  known  bitter 
taste. 

The  extensive  existence  of  limestones  of  this  class  in  the  valley 
and  other  regions  occupied  by  formation  II.  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 
discovery  of  some  importance  in  an  economical  point  of  view— espe- 
cially when  taken  in  connection  with  the  fact  recently  established 
by  numerous  experiments  in  my  laboratory — that  the  limestones  of 
this  and  other  formations  containing  a  large  proportion  of  magnesia 
are  capable,  when  burnt,  of  forming  a  hydraulic  eement  In  my 
two  preceding  reports,  in  giving  the  results  of  some  analyses  of 
magnesian  limestones  from  the  valley,  I  sugj^ested  the  probability 
that  the  valuable  i>roperty  referred  to  would  be  found  generally  ac- 
companying the  presence  of  magnesia,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
be  enabled  now  completely  to  confirm  my  former  opinion  by  an  ap- 
peal to  exact  analyses  of  numerous  specimens  of  these  limestones, 
collected  in  New  York  as  well  as  Virginia,  and  to  actual  trials  of 
their  capability  of  furnishing  a  hydraulic  cement. 

Upon  examining  the  cement  rocks  procured  in  New  York  from 
qnarries  in  high  repute  and  extensively  wrought  for  the  manufacture 
of  hydraulic  lime,  as  well  as  that  used  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  I  have  found  magnesia  to  be  one  of  their  prominent 
ingredients,  existing  in  them  all  in  such  amount  as  that  the  carbonate 
of  magnesia  bears  to  the  carbonate  of  lime  the  prop(»rtion  of  about 
three  to  five.  A  precisely  analogous  result  was  obtained  with  the 
rock  near  Shepherdstown  in  our  own  state,  long  celebrated  for 
yielding  a  valuable  hydraulic  lime,  as  well  as  with  that  of  the  North 
river  near  Lexington,  of  which  some  use  has  already  been  made  in 
the  public  improvements.  A  series  of  experiments  with  limestones 
similarly  constituted  as  to  the  two  ingredients  above  mentioned,  and 
obtained  from  numerous  other  points  in  the  valley,  as  well  as  in  the 
country  beyond  it  to  the  west,  and  even  from  Loudoun  county,  has 
proved  them  to  be  endowed  with  the  same  faculty  of  hardening 
under  water,  and  the  trials  still  in  progress  with  regard  to  numer- 
ous other  specimens,  shown  by  analysis  to  be  of  similar  composition, 
will,  it  is  confidently  believed,  be  attended  with  precisely  similar 
results. 

Without  at  present  attempting  to  describe  particularly  the  nu- 
merous bands  of  limestone  of  this  character  met  with  through<»ut 
tlie  valley  and  at  other  points,  I  would  merely  call  attention  to  this 
subject  by  enumerating  the  localities  in  which  it  was  formerly 
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known  to  exist,  and  some  of  those  in  which  it  has  been  discovered 
in  the  course  of  the  Burvey. 

1.  Near  Shepherdstown  on  the  Potomac  extensive  qnarries  have 
been  opened  for  many  years.  Here  the  rock  rising  from  the  river 
side  to  a  height  of  nearly  two  hundred  feet,  admits  of  being  readily 
detached  from  the  parent  bed — and  at  the  same  time  the  water 
power  and  facilities  of  transportation  immediately  at  hand  render 
the  position  highly  favourable  for  the  manufacture  and  disposal  of 
the  cement.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  extent  of  the  manu- 
facture at  this  place  from  the  fact  that  five  furnaces  are  kept  con- 
stantly employed. 

2.  Extending  sonthwai'd  from  the  locality  above  described,  this 
band  of  magnesian  hroestone  may  be  traced  for  many  miles  pass- 
ing near  the  villages  of  Charlestown  and  Millwood.  Specimens 
from  several  points  within  this  range,  which  have  been  analysed, 
have  shewn  the  usual  proportion  of  magnesia,  and  are  hereafter  to 
be  submitted  to  the  further  test  of  actud  exposure  under  water  in 
the  form  of  a  cement. 

3.  A  similar  band  is  met  with  a  little  west  of  the  western  mar- 
gin of  the  great  belt  of  slate  dividing  the  limestone  of  the  northern 
counties  of  the  valley  into  two  parallel  zones.  This  as  formerly  in- 
dicated is  but  the  repetition  of  the  band  which  passes  from  Shep- 
herdstown towards  the  sooth — here  made  to  reappear  by  the  syn- 
clinal structure  of  the  slate  and  underlying  limestone. 

4.  A  third  parallel  band  makes  its  appearance  a  short  distance 
east  of  the  base  of  the  Little  North  mountain,  being  another  repeti- 
tion of  that  first  described,  resulting  obviously  from  the  anticlinal 
arrangement  of  the  strata  of  the  western  of  the  two  limestone 
belts. 

"With  regard  to  the  rock  of  both  these  bends,  chemical  examina- 
tions are  in  progress  at  the  present  time — and  of  its  magnesian 
character  analytical  proof  has  already  been  obtained. 

6.  Near  Strasburg  and  Woodstock  a  similar  band  has  been  dis- 
covered, indicating  by  analysis  the  usual  proportion  of  magnesia. 
Specimens  from  the  latter  locality  have  been  submitted  to  the  hy- 
draulic test,  and  have  been  found  to  form  a  lime  having  the  char- 
acter of  a  mfiderately  good  water  cement. 

6.  As  might  be  anticipated  from  the  synclinal  structure  of  the 
Hassanutten  mountains,  the  belt  last  described  again  rises  to  the 
surface  on  the  eastern  side  of  those  ridges  in  Page  county,  and  shows 
itself  near  Luray,  and  at  various  other  points.  Specimens  from  these 
localities,  though  ascertained  to  contain  a  large  proportion  of  mag- 
nesia, have  not  yet  been  submitted  to  the  hydraulic  test. 

7.  Specimens  having  all  the  external  characters  of  this  class  of 
limestones  have  been  collected  from  various  points  on  each  side  of 
the  band  of  slate  forming  the  southern  prolongation  of  the  Massa- 
nutten  mountains.  About  a  mile  from  Wyer's  cave,  and  a  fourth  of 
a  mile  from  the  South  river  westward,  near  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Daniel  MuiTay,  a  band  of  the  magnesian  rock  is  met  with,  lying 
adjacent  to  a  dyke  of  trap,  the  only  mass  of  igneous  rock  intruded 
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among  the  limestones  of  the  vallej.  This  limestone  has  been  foond 
highly  magnesian,  and  the  lime  formed  from  it  becomes  hardened 
nnder  water.  The  same  band  stretches  on  to  the  south,  and  is  seen 
some  distance  to  the  west  of  Wajnesborough. 

8.  A  little  N.  W.  of  Staunton  occurs  a  similar  band,  whose  meg- 
nesian  and  hydraulic  character  has  been  established  bj  actual  experi- 
ment. 

9.  Again,  four  miles  westward  of  Staunton,  another  band  is  met 
with,  of  which  exposures  may  be  seen  on  the  road  to  the  iron  works. 
This  has  been  found  highly  magnesian  and  hydraulic. 

10.  Still  further  towards  the  west,  and  near  the  base  of  the  Little 
North  mountain,  there  occurs  another  belt  of  the  same  description, 
which  shows  itself  at  the  Chimney  rocks,  sometimes  called  the 
Cyclopean  towers,  Castle  hill,  and  numerous  other  places  in  a  line 

Earallel  with  the  mountain.    This  also  has  been  ascertained  to  be 
ighly  magnesian  and  hydraulic. 

11.  On  the  North  river  above  the  mouth  of  Buffalo  creek  in 
Rockbridge  county,  are  found  extensive  exposures  of  the  mag- 
nesian rook,  furnishing  the  material  from  which  is  made  the  hy- 
draulic lime  manufactured  at  the  establishment  of  Messrs.  Graham 
and  £dmond.son.  The  breadth  of  the  belt  containing  the  hy- 
draulic limestones  is  here  evidently  of  great  extent,  and  the  rook 
though  always  highly  magnesian,  presents  much  variety  both  in 
composition  and  external  appearance.  Several  analyses  will  be 
hereafter  given. 

12.  The  Natural  Bridge  consists  in  part  of  magnesian  limestone, 
some  of  which  is  eminently  hydraulic. 

18.  In  the  vicinity  of  Buchanan  and  Fincastle  are  found  expo- 
sures of  bands  of  the  magnesian  rock  evidently  continuous,  over  a 
long  distance,  but  as  yet  their  chemical  and  hydraulic  examination 
is  incomplete.  Such  bands  also  pass  into  and  through  Roanoke 
county,  and  are  occasionally  exposed  in  Montgomery,  Wythe,  Smyth 
and  Washington  counties.  The  magnesian  limestone  from  near 
Christiansburg,  reported  upon  last  year,  is  ascertained  to  be  hydrau- 
lic. The  rock  adjoining  the  lead  mines  in  Wythe,  and  its  continu- 
ation along  the  dank  of  the  Iron  mountain,  is  highly  magnesian,  and 
will  without  doubt  be  found  hydraulic,  and  the  same  result  is  to  be 
anticipated  from  tlie  experiments  to  be  performed  upon  the  rock  of 
analogous  composition  from  numerous  other  localities  in  the  south- 
westeiTi  part  of  the  valley. 

As  already  stated,  the  magnesian  and  hydraulic  bands  of  11.  are 
not  confined  to  the  valley,  but  are  to  be  met  with  wherever  that 
formation  is  somewhat  extensively  exposed.  Thus  in  the  wide  lime- 
stone tract  of  Giles  county — in  Tazewell,  Russell,  Scott  and  Lee 
counties,  where  this  member  of  the  series  overspreads  a  large  ex- 
tent of  surface,  these  bands  may  readily  be  traced. 

Nor,  as  formerly  intimited,  is  this  variety  of  limestone  confined 
to  the  formation  in  question.  A  locality  of  hydraulic  cement  in  the 
Conoloway  hill  on  the  Potomac,  which  has  been  successfully  re- 
sorted to  for  the  use  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  occurs  in 
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formation  VI.,  and  a  like  material  has  been  found  at  other  and  dis- 
tant points  where  this  formation  is  exposed. 

Of  the  magnesian  and  hydraulic  rocks  discovered  in  localities 
not  within  the  limits  of  the  yalley,  but  few  have  yet  been  subjected 
to  complete  investigation.  For  the  present  the  following  points  in 
which  they  occur  are  deserving  of  oar  notice : 

14.  At  Chapman's  Ferry  on  the  New  river  a  rock  of  this  de- 
scription of  pretty  good  qadity  is  abundantly  met  with. 

16.  A  similar  rock  occnrs  some  distance  below  the  ferry. 

16.  Another  band  is  met  with  at  Park's  mill,  also  on  the  New 
river.  Of  each  of  these,  the  magnesian  and  hydraulic  character 
has  been  amply  tested. 

17.  In  formation  VI.  one  interesting  locality  has  been  submitted 
to  the  requisite  tests.  This  is  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  gap 
at  Crawford's  mountain  in  Botetourt  county.  Passing  from  the 
limestone  of  formation  II.  as  we  enter  this  gap  from  the  south,  we 
next  meet  with  a  narrow  exposure  of  formation  III.  forming  the 
low  slate  hills  by  which  the  mountain  is  flanked  on  that  side.  This 
leads  us  £airly  into  the  magnificent  gorge  through  which  the  James 
river  finds  its  way  from  among  the  mountains  into  tlie  more  open 
region  of  the  valley.  Here  we  see  on  both  sides  of  the  river  stu- 
pendous precipices  of  formation  IV.,  presenting  the  strata  at  first 
entirely  inverted,  further  west  but  partially  so,  along  the  summit 
and  at  the  termination  of  the  gap,  nearly  in  a  vertical  nosition. 
Then  comes  a  narrow  and  almost  concealed  band  of  the  shales  of 
formation  V.,  and  next  we  meet  with  the  cement  rock  in  the  lime- 
stone of  VI.  It  is  highly  magnesian,  and  yields  a  lime  which  for 
promptness  in  setting  and  final  hardness  can  scarcely  be  surpassed. 

The  external  peculiarities  and  chemical  composition  of  the  mag- 
nesian rocks  above  referred  to,  as  well  as  of  several  others,  will  be 
given  in  a  subsequent  section  of  the  present  report.     I  pass  now  to 

The  iron  area  of  formation  II,,  of  which,  only  a  brief  notice  will 
be  introduced. 

Of  these  ores,  several  important  localities  have  been  long  known 
and  resorted  to,  but  their  quantity  is  by  no  means  as  abundant  in 
this  as  in  some  of  the  superior  formations.  In  the  northern  and 
middle  counties  they  either  have  been,  or  still  are,  wrought  near 
Strasburg,  Port  Republic,  Luray,  Mossy  Creek,  &c. ;  and  further 
south,  at  Graham's  furnace  and  several  minor  establishments.  The 
mines  near  Luray,  from  which  ore  is  procured  for  the  Isabella  fur- 
nace, are  situated  about  two  miles  west  of  the  foot  of  tlie  Blue 
Ridge,  and  within  the  confines  of  the  limestone,  although  none  of 
this  rock  appears  either  west  of  them  or  towards  the  ridge. 

The  beds  of  ore  occur  in  clay,  and  only  occasionally  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  lowest  bed  is  the  rook  exposed.  These  beds  are  not 
strata  interposed  between  layers  of  limestone,  and  cotemporary 
with  them,  but  rather  local  and  irregular  deposits,  formed  at  a  later 
date  in  the  clefts  or  cavities  of  the  calcareous  rock,  and  such  in 
general  appears  to  be  tlie  character  of  the  ores  of  this  formation 
10 
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throcighoat  the  valley.  At  the  mines  in  qaestion,  the  ore  is  mostly 
in  a  granalar  state,  slightly  coherent,  of  a  reddish  hrown  colour,  and 
after  heing  carted  to  the  f  arnaoe,  resemhles  a  heap  of  reddish  earth. 
In  other  parts  of  the  deposit  it  is  quite  solid,  and  is  extracted  in 
masses  of  some  size.  When  broken,  they  somewhat  resemble  hem- 
atitic  ore,  and  contain  mnch  ochreons  oxide.  For  their  composi- 
tion I  would  refer  to  a  future  section  of  this  report 

A  similar  ore,  highly  esteemed  for  the  metal  it  yields  is  found  on 
Mossy  creek  in  Rockingham  county,  under  like  circumstances  to 
those  above  described,  and  again  occurs  contiguous  to  a  part  of  the 
trap  dyke  before  referred  to. 

Of  the  various  other  localities  in  this  portion  of  the  valley,  and 
thence  to  the  south-west  no  particular  description  is  necessary 
at  present.  I  will  merely  add,  that  they  have  been  met  with  in 
Botetourt,  Flojd,  Montgomery,  &c.,  and  that  in  the  most  southern 
counties  the  extent  of  the  deposit  as  mentioned  in  my  last  yearns 
report  is  very  great. 

In  most  cases  the  limestone  contiguous  to  the  ore  is  cherty  or 
flinty,  and  sometimes  the  adjacent  rock  is  chert  itself. 

Of  the  lead  ore,  sulphate  of  baryta,  fluor  spar,  Montgomery  buhr, 
&c.,  associated  with  formation  II.  of  the  valley,  I  do  not  purpose 
to  treat  at  this  time. 

Of  the  extent  of  formation  III.,  in  a  portion  of  the  valley,  some 
account  has  already  been  siven.  It  has  been  seen  that  this  forma- 
tion, constituting  a  broad  belt  extending  from  the  Potomac  far  into 
the  middle  counties  of  the  valley,  constitutes  a  great  synclinal 
trough,  the  northern  portion  of  which  stretches  far  into  Maryland, 
sustaining  for  a  considerable  part  of  its  length  in  Virginia,  the  group 
of  long  parallel  ridges,  called  the  Massanutten  mountains.  As  we 
approach  the  Potomac,  a  little  north  of  Smithfleld,  this  broad  zone 
of  slate  is  divided  into  two  bands  by  the  interposition  of  an  axis  of 
limestone.  Throughout  this  portion  of  the  valley,  the  dips  of  the 
slate  as  well  as  limestone  are  uniformly  eastward,  and  the  general 
synclinal  structure  to  which  this  slate  belt  is  to  be  referred,  can 
only  be  met  with  along  the  flanks  of  the  Massanutten  group  of 
mountains.  Even  there,  in  numerous  instances,  the  slate  along  the 
eastern  base  of  the  mountain,  instead  of  dieplaying  a  western  dip,  is 
erected  to  a  vertical  position,  or  is  even  inverted. 

Under  like  circumstances  this  formation  is  found  constituting  the 
trough-shaped  basis  on  which  the  higher  formations  repose  in  the 
House  mountains,  Short  Hills  and  Purgatory  mountains.  In  the 
House  mountains  the  slate  forming  the  base  and  extending  upwards 
about  two  thirds  of  the  height,  presents  but  gentle  dips,  so  that  the 
two  successive  formations  of  III.  and  IV.  of  which  they  are  com- 
posed, are  piled  upon  the  subjacent  limestone  in  nearly  horizontal 
planes. 

In  the  Short  Hills  the  trough  configuration  is  well  marked,  and 
a  narrow  anticlinal  valley  of  formation  II.  intervenes  between  the 
east  dipping  slate  of  the  western  flank,  and  the  west  dipping  slate 
that  underlies  the  Camp  and  Purgatory  mountains. 
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The  Purgatory  monntain,  where  it  strikes  out  from  the  general 
direction  of  the  North  mountain,  and  extends  obliquely  across  the 
▼alley  towards  the  Blue  Hidge,  is  enclosed  by  steeply  dipping  forma- 
tion III.,  the  eastern  belt  of  which,  near  the  termination  of  the  ridge 
opposite  Buchanan  is  slightly  inverted. 

South  of  this  the  valley  again  opens,  and  is  occupied  by  forma- 
tion II.,  with  the  exception  of.  the  irregular  belt  of  slate  lying  west 
of  Fincastle.  Where  the  Tinker  and  Catawba  mountains  rise  again 
to  conceal  the  valley  limestone,  formation  III.  is  seen  skirting  the 
former  as  it  trends  across  the  valley,  then  bending  around  near 
M^Afee*s  knob,  and  flanking  the  Catawba  mountain  throughout  its 
entire  length.  On  the  south-eastern  side  of  this  group  of  moun- 
tains it  is  seen  continuing  its  course  along  the  flank  of  the  incon- 
spicuous ridge  which  lies  at  the  base  of  the  Fort  Lewis  mountain, 
and  thus  it  passes  on  until  it  encloses  in  its  narrow  zone  the  whole 
of  this  mountainous  area.  Here,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Massanutten 
mountains,  the  slate  on  the  eastern  margin  of  this  region  of  irreg- 
ular syncliual  structure  is  generally  either  vertical  or  overturned. 

Draper^s  and  Lick  mountains  are  similarly  encompassed  by  the 
slate,  which  on  the  eastern  flank  of  the  former  is  generally,  and  on 
that  of  the  latter  always  inverted. 

On  the  western  margin  of  the  valley  a  narrow  belt  of  formation 
III.  extends  from  the  Potomac  along  the  base  of  the  Little  North 
mountain,  to  its  termination  in  Rockbridge  county.  It  then  bends 
westward  a  little  south  of  the  gap  through  which  flows  the  North 
river,  and  again  resuming  its  general  course  parallel  to  the  Blue 
Ridge,  spreads  along  the  flanks  of  the  Main  North  mountain  and 
its  continuation  the  Purgatory  mountain,  until  it  reaches  the  end  of 
that  ridge,  whe^e,  bending  abruptly  round,  it  returns  along  its  west- 
em  flaxik  until  it  rises  in  the  high  anticlinal  ridge  of  the  Garden 
mountain.  From  this  point  the  portion  of  this  formation  apper- 
taining to  the  western  side  of  the  axis,  trending  southwardly  and 
westwardly,  skirts  the  south  base  of  Crawford^s  mountain,  leaving 
now  a  widening  space  of  limestone  between  it  and  the  corresponding 
slate  of  Purgatory  mountain.  Keeping  this  direction  it  skirts  Cald- 
well's mountain,  and  continues  low  down  on  the  North  or  Brushy 
mountain  to  its  termination  in  Washington  county.  Throughout 
the  whole  length  of  the  Little  North  mountain,  from  its  commence- 
ment near  the  Potomac  to  the  gap  of  the  North  river  in  Rockbridge 
county,  this  flanking  slate  presents  either  a  vertical  or  inverted 
position.  In  the  Main  North  mountain  in  Rockbridge,  for  example, 
on  the  road  from  Lexington  to  Covington,  the  inversion  is  remarked 
only  at  the  base,  and  as  we  ascend  the  dip  changes  from  a  steep  to 
a  gentle  declination  towards  the  north-west.  The  westerly  dips  are 
continued  along  the  Purgatory  mountain  to  near  Buchanan,  where, 
as  before  mentioned,  there  is  a  slight  inversion.  Along  Crawford's, 
Caldwell's  and  Brushy  mountains,  to  its  termination,  the  inversion 
is  resumed.  These  particulars,  besides  being  of  importance  in 
judging  of  the  dip  of  the  beds  of  iron  ore  found  in  some  parts  of 
this  border  of  slate,  are  intimately  connected  with  the  peculiar 
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structure  of  the  Little  North  mountain,  and  its  prolongation  towards 
the  south. 

The  soil  of  formation  III.,  especially  in  situations  where  this 
rock  forms  the  lower  part  of  a  mountain,  as  on  the  Hanks  of  the 
Massanntten  mountain,  the  Little  North  and  House  mountains,  &c., 
is  distinguished  by  a  high  degree  of  productiveness,  particularly  in 
the  growth  of  wheat.  With  a  more  open  texture  than  most  of  the 
limestone  soils  adjacent,  it  unites  the  calcareous  character  in  a  suffi- 
cient degree  to  be  useful,  and  perhaps  its  position  low  down  on  the 
mountain  slopes  tends  to  enrich  it  with  fertilizing  materials  con- 
veyed by  the  rain  from  the  surface  above. 

Of  the  mineral  contents  of  this  formation,  iron  ore  is  by  far  the 
most  important,  and  the  only  one  I  propose  noticing  at  present. 

This  ore,  where  found  occupies  a  position  near  the  upper  limit 
of  the  fortnation,  and  within  a  short  distance  of  the  lower  bands  of 
formation  IV.  As  occurring  in  the  Big  Fort  valley  of  the  Massannt- 
ten mountain,  and  on  the  slope  of  Caldwell's  mountain,  near  the  Oa- 
taw^ba  iron  works,  it  presents  itself  in  beds  of  great  thickness  and 
length.  In  the  former  case,  throughout  nearly  the  whole  length  of 
the  valley  to  its  termination  near  8trasburg,  traces  of  the  ore  may 
be  found,  white  at  Blackford's  mines,  where  it  has  been  extensively 
excavated  for  the  use  of  a  furnace  near  at  hand,  it  presents  a  spec- 
tacle truly  imposing,  from  the  magnitude  of  the  deposit  in  which 
the  workings  are  carried  on.  At  the  latter  place,  the  seam  of  ore 
gradually  sloping  up  the  mountain  as  it  proceeds  south,  may  be 
traced  for  perhaps  six  miles  with  but  little  interruption. 

These  ores  are  the  hydrated  per-oxide,  generally  dark  brown, 
either  cellular  or  compact,  mammilary,  and  often  showing  a  play 
of  colours.  They  are  usually  a  little  tainted  with  manganese,  and 
furnish  a  brittle  metal,  which  is  yet  held  in  high  repute. 

The  MoManutten  movntains^  forming  the  group  of  parallel  ridges 
stretching  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Strasburg  to  the  peak  near 
Keezletown,  in  all  a  distance  of  nearly  fifty  miles,  may  be  regarded 
as  one  great  compound  synclinal  mountain  tract  resting  in  the 
trough  of  slate,  of  which  the  prolongations  northward  and  south- 
ward have  been  traced  in  a  previous  part  of  the' present  report 
The  two  principal  ridges  bounding  it  on  the  east  and  west  display 
a  generally  uniform  synclinal  structure,  the  upper  portion  of  each 
being  composed  of  a  coarse  conglomerate,  together  with  grey  and 
pinkish  sandstones  of  varioufi  degrees  of  compactne':s  and  fineness,  all 
appertaining  to  formation  IV.  The  eastern  or  Massanntten  moun- 
tain proper,  commences  at  the  peak  near  M'Gaheysville,  and  con- 
tinues to  the  Luray  and  New  Market  road.  Here  it  is  rounded  off 
and  terminates  in  another  peak  like  that  at  its  southern  extremity. 
At  these  two  peaks  the  sides  of  the  prolonged  trough  of  sandstone 
forming  the  mountain,  bend  round  so  as  to  meet  somewhat  in  a 
eemicircular  form,  the  slate  at  the  same  time  folding  around  beneath. 
About  a  mile  further  to  the  north,  and  in  the  same  line,  begins 
another  similar  synclinal  ridge  which  continues  with  great  uniform- 
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ity  to  the  Laraj  and  Woodstock  road,  being  terminated  at  both 
ends  in  manner  like  the  preceding.  A  third  ridge  now  riset),  in  the 
same  abrupt  manner  as  the  others,  presenting  the  same  rounding 
of  the  strata  to  form  the  end  of  the  trough,  and  runs  on  with  some 
irregalar  changes  of  structure  to  nearly  opposite  Strasbnrg. 

The  western  ridge  commences  six  miles  N.  £.  of  New  Market, 
and  maintaining  a  symmetrical  synclinal  structure  of  formation  IV. 
resting  upon  IIL  to  its  northern  termination,  ends  near  Btrasburg. 

Between  these  ridges,  but  much  nearer  to  the  western  than  the 
eastern,  is  a  third,  which  commencing  near  Keezletown,  but  a  little 
south  of  the  peak,  continues  as  a  synclinal  axis,  then  forms  a  ridge 
of  east  dipping  sandstones,  and  after  farther  changes  impossible  to 
be  described  without  a  section,  terminates  opposite  Strasburg. 

The  valley  situated  between  the  eastern  ridge  and  the  middle 
one  just  described,  is  called  the  Big  Fort  valley — that  between  the 
middle,  here  called  KelFs  mountain,  and  the  western  ridge  is  termed 
the  Little  Fort  valley.  In  the  former^  immediately  along  its  eastern 
margin,  there  occurs  a  dislocation  or  fault  which  brings  to  the  sur- 
face a  little  of  the  limestone  of  formation  II.,  which  is  used  as  a  flux 
in  the  furnace.  Directly  west  of  this,  and  apparently  dipping  be- 
neath the  limestone,  are  dark  slates  of  formation  YIII. — beneath 
which,  a  little  to  the  west,  occurs  a  small  band  of  fonnation  VI., 
the  intervening  VII.,  if  any  be  present,  being  concealed.  Next  come 
the  red  shales  and  accompanying  iron  ores  of  V. — and  these  rest  on 
the  IV.  forming  the  eastern  slope  of  Kell's  mountain. 

The  LittU  Fort  valley  is  occupied  by  formation  III.  exclusively. 

In  both  these  valleys  iron  ore  occurs  in  great  abundance,  not 
only  in  connection  with  III.  as  already  described,  but  with  V. — and 
is  procured  from  both  these  formations  to  supply  the  two  furnaces 
of  Dr.  Blackford  and  Mr.  Buck,  erected  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
ore  from  V.  is  found  to  be  peculiarly  rich  and  valuable,  and  may  be 
traced  for  several  miles.  Manganese  also  occurs  abundantly  in  the 
Little  Fort  valley.  Viewing  the  abundance  and  excellence  of  its 
ores,  and  the  facilities  of  transportation  which  it  is  hoped  will  ere 
long  be  afforded  this  part  of  the  state,  this  mountain  region  would 
seem  to  be  destined,  at  no  remote  day,  to  become  a  busy  scene  of 
manufacturing  enterprise. 

The  Short  Hill  rises  in  Rockbridge  county  opposite  Collierstown, 
and  terminates  in  a  line  of  knobs,  which  prolonged  would  strike  the 
Purgatory  mountain  some  distance  above  its  southern  end.  The 
valley  between  it  and  the  Camp  or  Purgatory  mountain,  at  first  of 
considerable  width,  is  rapidly  contracted  in  going  south,  by  the  pro- 
longation of  the  latter  ridge  out  into  the  valley.  Throughout  its 
entire  length  it  consists  of  formation  IV.  resting  upon  III.,  which 
rises  to  some  height  upon  its  flanks.  A  narrow  trough-like  valley 
extends  along  the  whole  length  of  its  summit,  exposing  the  lower 
ponderous  red  slates  of  V.,  accompanied  by  iron  ore,  of  which  frag- 
ments are  scattered  abundantly  over  the  surface,  mixed  with  the  de- 
composed shales.    As  is  usual  with  the  soil  derived  from  formation 
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v.,  that  of  some  parts  of  the  valley  in  question  is  of  good  qnality, 
and  has  been  bronght  under  cultivation  on  Barton^s  farm. 

The  Purgatory  mountain^  commencing  in  the  Camp  mountain, 
displays  for  some  distance  south  the  regular  synctinal  structure, 
formation  IV.  resting  on  III.,  and  both  rocks  on  the  western  side 
dipping  to  the  east,  and  on  the  eastern  to  the  west.  The  dips  be- 
coming gentler  as  we  trace  the  mountain  southward,  the  usual 
trough-like  capping  of  IV.  ceases  to  be  exhibited  about  feix  miles 
above  the  termination  of  the  ridge.  Here  and  for  some  distance 
towards  the  south  the  summit  of  the  mountain  presents  the  upper 
slates  of  III.  with  a  small  and  broken  remnant  of  the  lowest  band 
of  IV. — ^and  it  is  at  the  junction  of  the  two  that  exist  those  ample 
beds  of  iron  ore,  from  which  the  Etna  and  Retreat  furnaces  were 
formerly  supplied.  Continuing  south,  the  sandstone  resumes  its 
place,  and  the  dips  now  rapidly  steepening,  the  massive  strata  of 
this  rock  are  seen  folding  together,  until  at  the  end  of  the  mountain, 
near  Buchanan,  they  are  pressed  into  a  vertical  position  between 
enclosing  buttresses  of  formation  III.,  which,  also  in  a  crushed  state, 
is  folded  around  the  abrupt  termination  of  the  mountain. 

Of  the  extent  of  the  deposits  of  iron  ore  above  referred  to,  as 
also  those  situated  under  similar  geological  circumstances  on  the 
west  and  east  flanks  of  the  mountain,  the  most  ample  evidence  has 
been  procured.  At  the  upper  bank  before  alluded  to,  the  whole 
top  of  the  mountain  appears  to  be  composed  of  it,  and  in  numerous 
other  places  near  the  junction  of  formations  III.  and  IV.,  indications 
of  large  deposits  are  to  be  met  with. 

The  group  of  mountains  still  farther  south,  including  the  Tinker , 
Catawba  and  Fort  LewU^  is  bordered,  as  already  described,  by  a  nar- 
row belt  of  III.  passing  entirely  around  it.  Along  the  Catawba  side 
this  rock  supports  a  rim  of  formation  IV.,  dipping,  conformably  with 
the  slate  beneath,  in  a  southeasterly  direction,  so  as  to  pass  under 
the  rocks  occupying  the  inner  area  of  this  mountain  tract.  This 
sandstone  forms  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Catawba  mountain,  and 
presents  in  many  places  wide  exposures  of  smooth  grey  rock,  almost 
destitute  of  vegetation,  spreading  with  a  regular  inclination  down  to 
the  thickly  wooded  vallejs  of  Carvin's  and  Mason's  coves.  A  little 
north  of  McAfee's  knob,  opposite  the  Catawba  furnace,  the  slate 
and  overlying  rim  of  sandstone  suddenly  bend  around  to  the  east 
and  form  the  low  ridge  which  leads  to  the  vicinity  of  Cloverdale 
furnace.  At  this  point  it  again  makes  a  sudden  elbow,  and  thence 
passing  a  little  west  of  the  Botetourt  springs,  forms  the  Tinker 
mountain,  and  its  low  inconspicuous  prolongation  along  the  eastern 
base  of  the  Fort  Lewis  mountain.  The  structure  of  these  two  por- 
tions of  the  enclosing  ridge  is  marked  by  very  interesting  phe- 
nomena. The  transverse  one  presents  its  strata  much  dislocated, 
but  shewing  in  the  main  a  southerly  dip,  carrying  them  beneath  the 
rocks  of  Carvin's  cove,  and  the  eastern  displays  a  wall  of  formation 
IV.,  sometimes  pressed  over  beyond  the  vertical  by  the  band  of 
slate  adjoining  it  on  the  east.      The  area  included  within  these 
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boundaries  is  cliiefly  occnpied  by  tbe  rocks  of  VIII.  and  IX.  "Within 
the  coves,  and  near  the  base  of  the  slope  of  Catawba  mountain, 
small  ezposnres  are  met  with  of  the  limestone  VI.  as  well  as  of  Y. 
and  YII. — but  owing  to  the  dislocation  along  the  eastern  margin 
these  are  scarcely  to  be  distinguished,  and  where  seen  are  only 
exhibited  in  small  amount,  and  in  crushed  condition.  Even  tbe 
massive  beds  of  hard  sandstone  forming  IV.,  here,  as  in  other  like 
instances  of  structure,  display  the  marks  of  those  violent  agencies 
to  which  they  owe  their  present  erect  or  inverted  position,  in  count- 
less intersecting  joints  and  surfaces,  polished  by  the  attrition  of  rock 
f  rinding  against  rock  under  the  most  enormous  pressure.  The  Fort 
«wi8  mountain  really  appertaining  to  the  higher  rocks  is  but  a  por- 
tion of  the  inner  area  of  this  irregular  synclinal  tract,  while  the  true 
boundary  of  the  trough,  upon  the  east,  will  be  found  in  a  low  and 
here  scarcely  visible  ridge,  lying  a  little  south  and  east  of  its  base. 

The  highest  formation  included  in  this  range  or  any  where  con- 
tained within  the  enclosure  just  described,  is  the  group  of  slates 
composing  IX.,  of  which  along  with  VIII.  the  Fort  Lewis  is  en- 
tirely composed.  This  fact  is  important  to  be  borne  in  mind,  as 
proving  the  hopelessness  of  attempts  to  discover  any  true  coal  seam 
within  the  limits  of  this  tract. 

In  Dr(vper*$  mountain^  still  further  south  and  west,  a  semi-broken 
synclinal  structure  has  been  ascertained.  The  peak,  near  Newbern, 
forming  one  angle  of  the  irregular  trough,  which,  rapidly  expanding 
in  proceeding  south,  again  contracts  until  terminated  in  that  direo- 
tion  by  Hamilton's  knob.  A  low  broken  wall  of  formation  IV.  ex- 
tends on  the  southeastern  side  from  the  peak  to  the  knob,  often 
exhibiting  the  inversion  so  often  before  referred  to,  while  on  the 
opposite  side  the  bounding  ridge  of  III.  capped  by  IV,  presents 
eastern  and  more  gentle  dips.  Draper's  valley,  lying  between  these 
enclosing  ridges,  displays  the  higher  formations  to  VIII.,  inclusive, 
but  as  in  the  former  instance,  V.,  VI.  and  VII.  are  inconsiderable, 
and  the  more  level  cultivated  portion  of  this  valley  exhibits  alone 
the  slates  of  VIII. 

The  Lick  mountain^  properly  considered  but  a  resumption  of 
the  synclinal  capping  of  IV.  after  it  has  been  lost  in  the  short 
interval  between  Hamilton's  knob  and  its  northeastern  termination, 
is  a  long  and  irregular  ridge  or  group  of  ridges  in  which  IV.  form- 
ing the  upper  portion  is  often  folded  upon  itself  by  the  inversion  of 
both  III.  and  IV.  along  the  eastern  side.  In  ascending  the  bold 
precipices  of  IV.,  opposite  "Wythe  courthouse,  called  the  Chimney 
rock,  the  eastern  dip  of  the  slates  is  well  marked  along  the  western 
flank  of  the  ridge,  and  passing  higher  up  the  massive  beds  of  white 
coarse  sandstone  belonging  to  IV.  are  seen  lying  upon  the  slate 
with  a  conforming  dip,  presenting  by  the  projection  of  thin  basset- 
ting  edges  that  imposing  wall-like  cliff  of  rocks,  from  whose  summit 
the  traveller  is  admitted  to  a  view  of  the  surrounding  region  at 
once  wide  and  beautiful  and  grand. 

In  both  the  Draper's  and  Lick  ranges  iron  ore  occurs  at  the 
junction  of  III.  and  iV.,  with  every  indication  of  being  in  valuable 
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amoDnt.  A  locality  especiaUj  deserving  of  notice  is  met  with  on 
the  side  of  the  peak  in  ascending  from  Peak  creek  towards  the 
summit.  The  ore  displays  itself  in  a  massive  bed  at  or  near  the 
commencement  of  I Y.,  and  is  of  highly  promising  quality. 

Of  thx  Rooks  of  thb  Litttje  Nobth  Mountain,  and  other 
RiDOES  Bounding  thje  Vaixet  on  thb  West. 

The  Little  North  mountain  throughout  its  whole  length  from 
the  Potomac  to  near  Jennings^s  gap,  exhibits  great  uniformity  of 
composition  of  structure,  consisting  on  its  valley  slope  of  formation 
III.,  towards  its  crest  of  IV.,  and  westwardly  of  V.,  VI.  and  VII. 
The  hrst  mentioned  of  these  formations  as  already  described,  lies 
in  an  inverted  attitude,  dipping  more  or  less  steeply  to  the  east. 
A  like  inversion  is  found  also  to  affect  the  rocks  west  of  this  form- 
ing the  mass  of  the  mountain,  extending  in  some  cases  through- 
out the  wliole  series  as  far  as  VUI.,  and  in  others,  ceasing  to 
operate  at  some  intermediate  point.  In  the  latter  case,  the  rocks 
generally  consisting  of  V.  VI.,  and  VII.  forming  the  western  half  of 
the  ridge,  display  a  western  dip,  increasing  in  steepness  as  they  are 
nearer  the  eastern  side  of  the  mountain,  until  at  length  some  of  the 
strata  are  seen  on  end,  and  still  further  towards  the  east  the  inver- 
sion is  exhibited  in  the  whole  or  a  part  of  IV.,  which  is  thus  made 
to  slope  towards  the  vallej  and  under  III. 

In  general,  the  thickness  of  V.,  VI.  and  VII.  as  included  in  the 
structure  of  this  mountain,  though  extremely  variable,  is  much  less 
considerable  than  in  the  ndges  lying  towards  the  west.  The  same 
is  also  true  of  IV.,  though  not  without  important  local  exceptions. 
Extensive  deposits  of  iron  ore,  such  as  accompany  these  formations 
when  of  greater  thickness  are  therefore  not  to  be  looked  for  gen- 
erally in  the  strata  of  this  mountain. 

The  extraordinary  phenomenon  of  inversion  presented  through- 
out this  prolonged  ridge,  will  be  better  understood  in  its  several 
gradations  by  a  brief  reference  to  the  arrangement  of  the  strata  at 
two  or  three  points  of  easy  access. 

In  the  gap  leading  to  the  Augusta  springs,  after  quitting  the 
limestone  of  the  valley  (formation  II.,)  the  last  portions  of  which 
present  an  eastern  dip,  we  remark  the  slates  of  III.  lying  conform- 
ably beneath  them.  Then  follow  the  heavy  red  and  white  sand- 
stones of  IV.  forming  the  spine  of  the  ridge  and  underlying  the 
slates,  next  we  have  the  thin  red  shaly  band  of  V.,  succeeding  to 
which  are  the  limestone  of  VI.  and  the  sandstone  of  \' II.,  all  dipping 
in  the  same  direction ;  and  last  of  all,  we  come  upon  the  blac;k  fissile 
slate  of  VIII.  from  which  the  sulphuretted  water  flows,  crushed  and 
folded  together,  along  the  western  base  of  the  ridge.  Here  it  is  evi- 
dent the  inversion  has  operated  upon  all  the  strata  of  the  mountain. 

At  Brock's  gap  the  same  pucKjession  of  eastern  dips  prevails  as 
far  west  as  to  the  middle  of  VII.,  at  which  point  a  transition  is  ob- 
served from  vertical  to  west  dipping  rocks,  and  the  slates  of  VIII. 
which  follow,  lie  with  a  west  dip  in  their  natural  position  upon  VII. 
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At  Green  spring  gap,  Hedgesville,  and  namerons  other  points 
acoessible  by  the  common  roads,  a  similar  partial  or  entire  inversion 
maj  be  readily  remarked,  and  minute  observations  at  all  the  inter- 
vening points  of  the  ridge  have  shown  that  this  structure  pervades 
it  every  where. 

South  of  Jennings^s  gap  it  assumes  a  new  structure  in  which  an 
irregular  synclinal  trough  of  IV.  makes  its  appearance  upon  the 
mountain  top,  the  western  rim  of  which  suddenly  bent  down  into 
a  steep  west  dip,  forms  the  western  slope  of  the  mountain.  liere 
IV.  as  well  as  the  superior  formations  has  become  more  massive,  so 
that  in  the  double  as  this  synclinal  trough  is  called,  as  well  as  near 
the  wef^tern  flank  of  the  moantain,  extensive  and  valuable  beds  of 
iron  have  been  found,  associated  with  IV.,  V.  and  VII. 

The  rocks  of  formation  IV.  now  greatly  augmented  in  thickness, 
appear  with  a  comparatively  gentle  western  dip  at  Streckler^s  gap, 
and  spreading  round  towards  the  west  become  continuous  with 
those  of  the  Great  North  mountain  opposite  Lexington.  Of  the 
Purgatory  mountain  which  is  a  continuation  of  this,  some  mention 
has  already  been  made. 

Commencing  now  at  Crawford's  mountain,  with  a  partial  inver- 
sion already  noticed  in  alluding  to  the  hydraulic  limestones  of  VI., 
a  great  and  prolonged  dislocation  presents  itself.  This  first  becomes 
distinctly  evident  at  the  point  in  which  the  road  from  Fincastle  to 
DibrelPs  springs  passes  by  the  end  of  this  mountain.  For  here  we 
find  formation  III.  brought  in  contact  with  VIII.,  all  the  intervening 
rooks  having  disappeared,  so  that  the  road  passes  across  the  line  of 
Crawford's  mountain  without  ever  quitting  slate  rocks,  though  a 
short  distance  to  the  right,  the  high  cliffs  of  IV.  are  seen  interposed 
between  III.  and  the  upper  rocks.  Southwest  of  this  the  extent  of 
the  dislocation  varies  for  some  distance  but  eventually  increases  so 
as  to  bring  IV.  or  III.  in  contact  with  X.  This  line  of  fault,  one 
of  the  most  extensive  of  which  I  have  any  knowledge,  continues 
along  the  margin  of  the  valley  beyond  the  termination  of  the  Brushy 
mountain  in  Washington  county,  lying  on  the  flank  or  immediately 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  Throughout  its  whole  length  the  state 
of  formation  III.  lies  in  an  inverted  position  on  the  southeastern 
dipping  rocks  of  the  ridge,  which  are  generally  formation  X. 

Ok  the  Skmi-Bitcmi2T0U8  Coal  of  Sleepy  Ceeek,  Catawba, 
Tom's  Ckeek,  etc. 

The  foregoing  account  of  the  structure  of  the  mountain  belt  im- 
mediately west  of  the  valley  will  be  found  of  essential  aid  in  illus- 
trating the  geological  relations  and  probable  economical  value  of 
the  seams  of  anthracite  and  semi-bituminous  coal  lying  adjacent  to 
the  valley,  and  of  which  some  mention  has  been  made  in  previous 
reports. 

It  has  now  been  ascertained  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  coal  in 
question  does  not  appertain  to  that  part  of  our  series  of  formations 
in  which  are  contained  the  anthracite  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
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bituminous  coal  of  western  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the 
great  western  coal  field  in  general,  but  that  they  are  of  much  ante- 
rior production,  being  included  in  the  tenth  of  our  series  of  forma- 
tions, whereas  the  others  are  contained  in  the  thirteenth,  A  great 
thickness  of  slates,  sandstones  and  sometimes  limestones  correspond- 
ing to  formations  Al.  and  XII.  intervenes  between  the  two  series  of 
coal  deposites,  the  lowest  of  which,  that  appertaining  to  X.,  having 
been  as  it  were  but  a  first  eflfbrt,  soon  arrested,  and  productive  only 
of  one  or  two  thin  $eam$. 

The  following  details,  derived  from  numerous  minute  observa- 
tions, will  sufficiently  indicate  the  circimistances  under  which  the 
coals  in  question  are  presented  both  in  the  Sleepy  creek  and  Third 
hill  mountains,  and  in  the  North  and  Brushy  mountains. 

Coal  of  Slebpy  Cbeek  and  Tnmn  Hill  Mountains. 

These  mountains  may  be  described  as  forming  the  sides  of  an 
elevated  synclinal  trough  of  formations  IX.  and  X.,  commencing 
about  1^  miles  north  of  Pughtown,  and  continuing  nearly  to  the  Po- 
tomac, the  Third  hill  composing  its  eastern  and  the  Sleepy  creek 
mountain  its  western  boundary.  Throughout  much  of  the  length  of 
the  former  a  partial  inversion  of  the  strata  consisting  of  IX.  is  found 
to  prevail  for  some  distance  up  its  eastern  slope,  evidently  referrible 
to  the  same  mechanical  forces  which  were  instrumental  in  causing 
the  inversion  of  the  Little  North  mountain  a  few  miles  to  the  east, 
and  of  the  rocks  generally  of  the  intervening  space.  Opposite  to 
Green  spring  gap  in  the  Little  North  mountain  both  the  Sleepy 
creek  and  Third  hill  mountains  consist  of  the  red  sandstones  and 
shales  of  formation  IX.,  having  in  the  former  a  moderately  steep 
eastern  dip,  while  in  the  latter  they  are  vertical  or  steeply  west  dip- 
ping nearly  to  the  top.  North  of  this  the  inversion  of  IX.  in  the 
Third  hill  becomes  decided,  the  dips  in  the  otlier  mountain  continu- 
ing as  before.  Near  where  the  Bath  and  Gerardstown  road  crosses 
the  trough,  the  elevation  of  both  ridges  is  suddenly  and  largely  aug- 
mented by  the  addition  of  heavy  overlying  beds  of  white  sandstone 
and  conglomerate  appertaining  to  formation  X.  These  continuing 
thus  for  several  miles,  are  at  length  united  in  an  elevated  basin,  in 
which,  rebting  upon  the  sandstone  and  conglomerate  above  described, 
are  contained  the  slates  and  coal  seam  of  which  it  is  my  chief  ob- 
ject at  present  to  treat. 

At  the  most  southern  point  at  which  coal  has  been  discovered, 
about  11  miles  from  the  northern  end  of  the  basin,  an  undula- 
tion or  antidinal  wrinkle  makes  its  appearance  in  the  sandstone 
near  the  middle  of  the  trough,  and  this  structure  is  continued,  form- 
ing a  low  broad  hill,  to  the  northern  termination  of  the  basin.  At 
the  same  time  the  Third  hill  takes  on  a  synclinal  character,  which 
it  maintains  nearly  to  its  close.  Thus,  therefore,  besides  the  general 
synclincJ  structure  of  the  two  mountains,  there  are  two  important 
rolls,  which,  affecting  the  strata  containing  the  coal,  explains  the 
number  of  exposures  of  the  same  seam  in  a  transverse  section  pass- 
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ing  throDgh  the  priDoipal  working  near  the  northern  end  of  the 
trough.  There  are  four  of  these  Exposures,  two  on  the  opposite 
sides  of  the  hill  before  mentioned  and  two  on  the  Third  hill. 

The  massive  and  ponderous  sandstone  forming  the  upper  part  of 
Third  hill,  though  thrown  into  very  steep  dips,  has  in  general  es- 
caped the  inversion  which  affects  the  more  flexible  underlying  rocks 
of  IX. 

The  coal  measures  are  well  exposed  near  the  northern  extremity 
of  the  basin  along  the  banks  of  Meadow  branch,  which  for  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  flows  in  the  synclinal  axis,  and  eventually 
makes  its  escape  through  the  wide  opening  at  the  northern  extrem- 
ity of  the  basin,  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the  heavy  sandstone 
and  conglomerate  by  which  originally  the  trough  was  there  closed 
up.  These  slates  and  slaty  sandstones,  which  are  generally  of  a 
hard  and  compact  texture  and  siliceous  composition,  and  of  bluish, 
greenish  and  grey  tints,  show  themselves  in  bold  cliffs  on  the  side  of 
the  stream  dipping  to  the  south  in  the  middle,  and  towards  the  east 
and  west  sides  of  the  basin  passing  into  8.  W.  and  S.  E.  dips,  so  as  to 
mark  the  curving  around  of  the  extremity  of  the  trough.  A  little  higher 
up  the  stream  we  meet  with  the  black  carbonaceous  shales  and  black 
fflliceons  sandstones  containing  the  coal.  Numerous  thin  layers  of 
coal  are  interstratified  with  the  shales,  and  the  seam  which  has  been 
opened  at  this  point  is  in  places  subdivided  by  an  interpolated  band  , 
of  the  black  siliceous  sandstone.  As  indicated  already,  the  other 
outcrops  of  coal,  both  to  the  east  and  west  of  this,  are  to  be  regarded 
as  belonging  to  the  same  seam  as  that  here  exposed,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  it  is  this  which  is  again  exposed  at  the  upper  or 
southern  opening  before  alluded  to.  This  seam  presents  at  all  the 
exposures  a  very  variable  thickness,  but  may  be  estimated  as  pos- 
sessing an  average  width  of  about  two  feet  of  pure  coal.  This,  as 
might  be  inferred  from  the  indications  of  violence  so  plainly  exhib- 
ited in  the  structure  of  the  surrounding  region,  especially  that  of 
the  Third  hill,  has  been  reduced  to  a  fragmentary  state,  display- 
ing on  the  surfaces  of  spontaneous  fracture  marks  of  the  pressure 
and  attrition  to  which  it  would  seem  to  have  been  subjected.  The 
roof  and  floor  of  the  seam  present  similar  polished  surfaces,  and  in 
some  places  have  been  pressed  almost  into  contact.  In  such  a  crushed 
condition,  the  coal,  though  really  as  pure  as  anthracite  in  general, 
could  scarcely  prove  of  much  value  in  the  market,  being  unfit  for  the 
grate  and  most  other  purposes  to  which  this  class  of  coals  is  com- 
monly applied.  Unfortunately,  too,  there  is  no  ground  for  antici- 
pating any  improvement,  as  the  workings  extena  deeper  into  the 
seam.  "Were  the  broken  state  of  the  material  merely  the  effect  of 
weathering  at  the  sttr/aee,  such  a  hope  might  be  entertained,  but 
feeling  assured  that  it  is  the  result  of  meehanieal  molenee  accom- 
panying the  disturbance  of  the  strata  at  the  time  when  they  were 
thrown  into  their  present  positions,  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  this 
splintery  character  will  be  found  pervading  the  seam  more  or  less 
in  every  part. 

The  inversion  of  formation  IX.,  already  spoken  of,  continues  af- 


ter  the  dosing  of  the  basin,  and  is  traceable  across  the  Potomac  into 
Maryland. 

Coal  of  Narbow  Baok. 

Immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  Little  North  mountain,  in  the 
counties  of  Shenandoah,  Rockingham  and  Augusta,  there  occurs  a 
line  of  fault  along  which  the  inverted  rocks  of  this  mountain  are 
found  resting  upon  one  of  the  formations  higher  in  the  series. 
While  at  some  places,  as  at  the  Augusta  springs  and  Brock's  gap, 
this  fault  is  merely  a  crush  in  formation  VIII.,  in  others  it  is  accom- 
panied by  the  disappearance  of  several  members  of  the  series,  thus 
causing  IV.  or  even  III.  to  fall  upon  IX.  or  X. 

The  latter  condition  is  that  prevailing  along  the  eastern  flank  of 
the  Narrow  back.  This  ridge,  composed  of  the  siliceous  conglom- 
erates and  sandstones  of  X.  dipping  to  the  southeast,  is  bordered 
along  its  eastern  base  by  the  slate  of  formation  III.,  so  that  the  fault 
here  having,  along  with  the  other  intervening  formations,  removed 
the  massive  strata  of  IV.,  the  chief  frame  work  of  the  Little  North 
mountain  in  this  district  of  the  state,  this  mountmu  is  intermitted 
for  a  short  distance  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  I  am  now  treat- 
ing. Towards  the  north,  this  rock  again  appearing  east  of  the  line 
of  fault,  the  mountain  is  reproduced^  showing  itself  at  Cooper's 
.  mountain  near  the  Rawley  springs,  and  in  the  same  manner  towards 
the  south,  the  hiatus  of  rocks  at  the  fault  diminishing,  IV.  is 
brouglit  up,  and  eventually,  at  the  Augusta  springs  gap,  exhibits 
all  the  formations  from  III.  to  VIII.  inclusively,  but  in  an  inverted 
position. 

Near  the  western  base  of  Narrow  back,  on  the  margin  of  Briery 
branch,  there  occurs  a  low  ridge,  consisting  of  grey  siliceous  sand- 
stones, and  dark  blneish  and  greenish  slates,  appertaining  to  forma- 
tion X.  It  is  in  these  rocks  that  the  thin  eoal  seam  of  this  locality 
has  been  discovered,  whose  contents,  as  chemically  examined,  were 
noticed  in  a  previous  report.  This  seam  is  apparently  about  three 
feet  in  width,  biit  for  much  of  this  distance  consists  of  a  black  glazed 
shale,  readily  mistaken  for  coal.  As  might  be  expected,  from  their 
contiguity  to  the  fault  above  described,  the  coal  and  accompanying 
rocks  are  greatly  contorted,  the  former  being  in  a  cruslied  and 
splintery  condition,  the  latter  displaying  over  extensive  surfaces  the 
polish  due  to  a  violent  rubbing  of  adjoining  strata. 

Coal  op  Catawba  Cbsek. 

The  line  of  fault,  formerly  described  as  commencing  at  Craw- 
ford's mountain,  presents  a  very  slight  dislocation  at  the  gap  by 
which  the  Finoa?tle  and  Sweet  springs  turnpike  leaves  the  valley. 
Here  III.  and  IV.  are  seen  inverted  in  the  low  ridge  adjoining  the 
valley,  the  latter  being  at  some  points  greatly  crushed.  Immedi- 
ately behind  we  meet  with  VIII.,  which  losing  its  inversion,  forms 
the  eastern  side  of  the  synclinal  ridge  called  Caldwell's  mountain, 
which  is  here  capped  with  trough-shaped  strata  of  IX.     Continu- 


ing  on  to  the  neigbbonrhood  of  the  Catawba  farnace,  the  disloca- 
tion shews  itself  on  the  flank  of  the  mountain,  bringing  III.  and  IV. 
with  inverted  dips  immediately  on  X.  The  coal  seam  opened  in  the 
latter  formation  displays  the  same  irregnlarity  of  thickness,  and  tlie 
same  splintered  condition  of  its  contents  as  the  preceding.  It  yields 
about  2}  feet  of  coal,  good  in  composition  but  not  in  merchantable 
form.  At  other  openings  in  the  vicinity,  which  it  is  nnderstood  are 
in  contemplation  or  in  progress,  the  same  condition  may  be  confi- 
dently anticipated.  Yet  from  the  general  goodness  of  the  coal,  it  is 
hoped  that  a  useful  purpose  will  be  answered  by  it  in  some  of  the 
operations  of  the  acyoining  furnaces.  Its  calorific  power  and  chemi- 
cal composition,  as  detailed  in  a  former  report,  indicate  its  value  as 
regards  the  material  of  which  it  is  formed,  and  only  the  crushed 
condition  pervading  the  seam  here  as  elsewhere,  and  from  which  no 
extent  of  excavation  is  likely  to  find  it  exempt,  prevents  its  being  of 
importance  as  a  merchantable  article. 

Coal  op  Beushy  MouirrAiN,  Stbotjble's  Run,  &o. 

The  structure  just  described  as  prevailing  along  the  eastern  slope 
of  Cald weirs  mountain  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Catawba  furnace,  is 
continued  with  slight  modifications  in  the  same  direction  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  Brushy  mountain  in  Washington  county.  At  Tom's 
creek  and  other  points  where  the  ooal  seam  has  to  some  extent  been 
explored,  the  rocks  of  X.  forming  the  eastern  slope  of  Brushy 
mountain,  and  occupying  the  low  glades  or  hollows  along  its  base 
are  seen  dipping  at  a  very  gentle  inclination  towards  the  south  and 
east,  generally  overlaid  by  the  valley  slate,  or  formation  III.  The 
straightness  and  uniformity  of  the  fault  in  this  region,  and  perhaps 
the  absence  of  the  ponderous  overtilted  masses  of  IV.  may  explain 
the  fact  that  although  much  splintered  and  glazed  by  attrition,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  localities  previously  described,  the  seam  as  here 
developed  is  capable  of  furnishing  some  fragments  of  good  size, 
and  being  at  several  points  where  it  is  exposed  little  intermixed 
with  slate,  bids  fair  hereafter  to  become  of  local  importance  for  do- 
mestic and  manufacturing  uses. 

The  rocks  and  coal  seams  of  Strouble's  run  in  Price's  mountain, 
being  but  an  outlying  repetition  of  the  same  strata  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances as  to  structure  and  composition  as  those  just  described, 
require  no  more  particular  mention  in  this  place. 

Besides  the  real  exposures  of  coal  above  noticed,  all  referrible  to 
a  single  seam  appertaining  to  formation  X.,  and  reaching  with  some 
interruptions  entirely  across  the  state,  numerous  imaginary  locali- 
ties of  this  material  are  met  with  in  the  valley  and  along  its  west- 
em  margin.  These  occur  in  no  one  formation  exclusively,  but  any 
where  that  a  black  shining  slate  may  be  exposed — and  as  bands  of 
this  description  are  frequent  in  VIII.  and  occasionally -show  them- 
selves in  the  slates  of  IX.  and  even  of  III.  and  I. — the  fancied  coal 
aeanis  are  very  extensively  diffused. 

The  details  above  given  will,  it  is  hoped,  enable  the  enterprising 
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enquirer  to  understand  in  what  position  and  geological  circnmstanoes 
the  coal  of  X.  occurs,  and  while  gnidiog  him  to  its  discovery  at 
points  not  yet  actually  explored,  will  repress  onfounded  expecta- 
tions regarding  its  probable  improvement  in  extent  and  solidity,  at 
new  points,  or  in  thcconrse  of  carrying  forward  the  present  explo- 
rations at  the  mines.  It  may  be  usefdl  in  this  connection  to  repeat 
what  has  already  been  stated  more  than  once  in  my  reports,  that  no 
true  coal'  seam  exists  anytohere  in  the  formatums  lauer  in  the  series 
than  X — and  hence,  from  the  sketch  of  the  structure  of  the  valley, 
and  various  synclinal  groups  of  mountains  rising  above  its  surface, 
except  in  the  outlying  X.  of  Prioe^s  mountain  no  such  seam  is  to  he 
found  any  where  toithin  that  area^  Of  the  eeonomieal  importance  of 
this  determination  a  due  sense  will  be  entertained  from  considering 
the  numerous  fruitless  expenditures  of  money  and  time  it  will  pre- 
vent; expenditures  most  usually  incurred  by  those  by  whom  they 
can  be  but  illy  spared,  but  whose  sanguine  credulity  in  regard  to 
matters  of  mineral  wealth,  surviving  repeated  disappointments,  can 
only  be  arrested  by  the  positive  determinations  founded  upon  sys- 
tematic observation. 

Composition  of  the  Maokesian  and  Htdbauuo  Limestones  of 
THE  Appalachian  Region. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  during  the  last  two  years,  the 
numerous  chemical  examinations  of  the  limestones  of  this  region, 
and  more  particularly  of  formation  II.  have  led  to  the  two  interest- 
ing discoveries : 

First,  that  these  limestones  contain  numerous  and  extensive  hands 
in  ufhich  magnesia  is  an  abundant  ingredient^  and 

Second,  that  these  magnesian  limestones  yield  a  lime  capable  q^ 
ha/rdening  under  toater^  in  other  wordSj  a  hydraulic  cement. 

The  importance  of  these  determinations  in  an  economical  point 
of  view,  will,  it  is  tiiought,  be  apparent  without  remark,  from  the 
various  public  as  well  as  domestic  uses  of  which  hydraulic  limes  are 
susceptible,  and  to  which  they  are  applied.  As  a  fact  in  science, 
the  second  of  the  two  results,  above  announced,  has  the  merit  of 
establishing  what  has  hitherto  been  doubted,  and  often  confidently 
denied,  the  influence  of  magnesia  in  imparting  the  hydraulic  char- 
acter. This  influence  has  of  late  years  usually  been  ascribed  to  the 
siliceous  matter  of  the  limestone---although  very  recently  Vicat  has 
been  led  to  regard  the  magnesia  as  concerned  in  the  effect  As  in 
all  the  limestones  demonstrated  in  my  experiments  to  have  marke<l 
hydraulic  properties,  the  proportion  of  magnesia  and  lime  is  pretty 
uniform,  we  may  hereafter  be  enabled,  from  an  easy  chemical  ex- 
periment, to  infer,  at  least  probably,  the  hydraulic  character  of  any 
limestone,  and  be  much  more  safely  guided  by  the  discovery  of  mag- 
nesia in  the  rock  than  by  its  general  external  characters,  to  the 
further  trials  by  which  practical  certainty  is  to  be  secured. 

In  the  following  list  of  magnesian  limestones,  are  included  a 
few  of  which  the  hydraulic  character  is  matter  of  inference  for 
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the  present,  bat  to  be  tested  at  an  early  day.  The  others,  properly 
prepared,  have  all  been  under  examination  for  the  last  two  months, 
and  have  evinced  striking  though  not  equal  induration,  by  contin- 
ued contact  with  water  during  that  period. 

The  composition  of  two  specimens  of  cement  rock  from  cele- 
brated localities  in  New  York,  and  of  one  from  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
are  added  by  way  of  showing  their  analogy  in  composition  with  the 
magnd^ian  limestones  of  which  I  am  now  treating. 

it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  the  two  specimens  from  Lou- 
doun county,  though  not  within  the  boundary  of  the  Appalachian 
region  as  formerly  defined,  are  nevertheless  believed  to  belong  to 
formation  IL,  which  near  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
in  our  state,  spreads  to  a  short  distance  beyond  it  towards  the  east. 
But  of  the  true  character  of  this  limestone,  further  observations  are 
requisite  before  expressing  a  confident  opinion. 

1.  Limestone  from  Reynolds^s  quarry  pear  Shepherdstown  on 
the  Potomac,  said  to  make  the  best  cement.  Colour  lead-grey  with 
a  dull  earth  lustre,  fine  grained  and  compact. 

Composition  of  SO  Orains, 

Carbonate  of  lime, 15.04  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 6.49  " 

Silica  (or  fine  sand), 6.50  " 

Alumina,  tinged  with  oxide  of  iron, 0.64  " 

Water, 0.12  " 

Loss, 0.31  " 

80.00      " 

2.  Limestone  from  the  same  locality  as  the  above.  Colour 
darker  than  the  preceding,  lustre  the  same,  grain  not  so  fine,  com- 
pact.    Makes  excellent  cement,  according  to  my  experiments. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 16.76  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 11.76      " 

Silica, 0.77      " 

Alumina  tinged  with  oxide  of  iron, 0.35      " 

Water, 0.13      " 

Loss, 0.23       " 

80.00      " 
8.  Limestone  from  Evitt^s  run,  8}  miles  from  Charlestown,  Jef- 
ferson county,  on  the  road  to  the  Shannondale  springs.     Colour 
lead  and  bluish  grey  in  streaks,  dull  and  earthy  aspect,  fine  texture, 
compact,  irregular  fracture.    Hardens  well  by  my  experiments. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 8.48  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 6.56      " 

SUica, 13.20      '' 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.20      " 

Water, 0.40      ** 

Loss, 0.16       " 

80.00      " 


4.  Limestone  half  wsj  between  Woodstock  and  CrabilPs  tav- 
ern. Colour  light  grey,  dull  aspect,  coarse  grain,  very  hard  and 
compact,  rough  fracture.  Inferred  to  be  hydraulic — to  be  tried 
herealter. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 14.00  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 10.10      " 

Silica 4.85      ;' 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.54      '** 

Water, 0.15      *• 

Loss, 0.36       " 

80.00       " 

5.  Limestone  from  near  Woodstock.  Colour  light  bluish  and 
brownish  grey,  lustre  dull  earthy,  rather  close  grained,  compact. 
Moderately  hydraulic  according  to  my  experiments. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 1 5.83  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 11.84      " 

Silica, 1.41       '* 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.74      " 

Water, 0.14      ** 

Loss,  0.54      '' 

80.00       " 

6.  Limestone  from  east  base  of  Trap  Dyke,  Rockingham  county. 
Colour  light  grey,  the  exposed  surface  approaching  lead  grey  and 
of  a  dull  earthy  aspect,  compact,  fracture  scaly.  Moderately  hy- 
draulic by  my  experiments. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 15.52  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 12.88      ** 

Silica, 0.58      " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.25      " 

Water, 0.12      " 

Loss, 0.70      " 

80.00      " 

7.  Limestone  from  Chimney  rocks  also  caDed  the  Cyclopean 
towers,  15  miles  west  of  Staunton.  Colour  pale  bluish  grey,  dull  on 
the  exterior,  texture  compact  and  rather  slaty,  fracture  scaly. 
Highly  hydraulic  by  my  experiments. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 15.13  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 11.87      " 

Silica, 2.00      " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.56      " 

Water, 0.12      '* 

Loss 0.82      " 


80.00      " 
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8.  Limestone  from  hill  near  Staanton.  Colour  lead  grey,  in- 
dining  to  bine,  exposed  sarface  dull,  and  lighter  tint  than  the  in- 
terior, fine  grained,  and  compact,  sharp  irregular  fracture.  Hj- 
draulic  by  mj  experiments. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 17.44  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 10.03      " 

Silica, 1.70      ** 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.26      " 

Water, 0.18      '* 

Loss, 0.89      " 

80.00      ** 

9.  Limestone  from  -4  miles  west  of  Staunton  on  road  to  iron 
works.  Colour  bluish  grey,  texture  fine,  compact  fracture,  sharp 
and  smooth.    Uighly  hydraulic  by  my  experiments. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 14.64  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 11.24      '* 

Silica, 2.88      " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.47      " 

Water, 0.11      " 

Loss, 0.66      " 

30.00      " 

10.  Limestone  from  near  Glasgow,  east  of  I^xington,  Rockbridge 
county.  Colour  reddish  grey,  texture  close  fine,  aspect  dull  vitreous, 
fracture  conchoidal.    Inferred  to  be  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 17.86  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 9.87      ^^ 

Silica, 2.13      " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.26      " 

Water, 0.08      " 

Loss, 0.81      " 

80.00      " 

11.  Limestone  from  North  river  above  the  mouth  of  Buffalo 
creek,  Rockbridge  county.  Colour  light  grey,  texture  approaching 
fine,  fracture  scaly  and  rather  rough,  burnt  for  cement  at  quarry. 
Highly  hydraulic  by  my  experiments. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 10.77  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 7.58      " 

Silica, 8.07      " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 8.08      ** 

Water, 0.32      '* 

Loss, 0.18      " 

80.00      " 

12.  Limestone  from  a  band  near  the  preceding.  Colour  dark 
blue,  texture  rather  fine,  fracture  smooth  with  sharp  edges.  Slightly 
hydraulic  by  my  experimenter 
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Carbonate  of  lime, 20.81  gruins. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 4.18      *'*' 

SUica, 8.81      " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.66      ^^ 

Water, 0.16      " 

Loss, 0.39      " 

80.00      " 

Out  of  numerous  specimens  from  this  neighbourhood,  none  were 
found  without  a  marked  proportion  of  magnesia. 

18.  Limestone  from  Natural  bridge  and  banks  of  Cedar  creek. 
Colour  blackish  blue,  texture  compact,  weathered  surface  earthy, 
fracture  rough  and  scaly.     Highly  hydraulic  by  my  experiments. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 15.97  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 12.80      ^^ 

Silica, 0.86      " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.24      ** 

Water, 0.1 3      " 

Loss, 0.60      " 

30.00      " 

14.  Limestone  from  two  miles  beyond  Christiansburg,  towards 
Blacksburg,  Montgomery  county.  Colour  light  greyish  blue,  texture 
rather  coarse,  tendency  to  lamination,  fracture  irregular.  Inferred 
to  be  hydraulic — to  be  tried. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 16.76  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 10.60      " 

Silica, 1.96      " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.25      ^^ 

Water, 0.11      " 

Loss, 0.34      " 

80.00      " 

15.  Limestone  from  near  lead  mines,  Wythe  county.  Colour 
light  yellowish  grey,  aspect  dull  earthy,  rather  compact,  fracture  un- 
even.   Inferred  to  be  hydraulic — ^to  be  tried. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 16.29  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 13.29      " 

Silica, 0.06      " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.25      ** 

Water, 0.05      " 

Loss , 0.06      •* 

80.00      " 

16.  Limestone  from  Chapman's  ferry,  New  river,  Giles  county. 
Colour  light  grey,  texture  granular,  fracture  rough,  with  minute 
shining  specks.     Highly  hydraulic  by  my  experiments. 
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Carbonate  of  lime, 18.28  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 10.73      *•*' 

Silica, 6.19      " 

Alamina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.60      ^* 

Water, 0.10      " 

Loss, 0.10      " 

30.00      " 

17.  Limestone  from  New  river,  a  little  below  Chapman's  ferry. 
Colour  dark  grey,  lustre  generally  dull,  with  minute  shining  specks, 
texture  granular  and  friable.    Highly  hydraulic  by  my  experiments. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 16.08  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 13.10      " 

Silica, 0.60      »* 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.14      " 

Water, 0.09      " 

Loss, 0.00      " 

80.00      " 

18.  Limestone  from  Pack's  mill,  New  river.  Colour  reddish 
brown,  texture  slightly  granular,  with  minute  shining  scales,  frac- 
ture rough.     Quite  hydraulic  by  my  experiments. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 14.71  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 7.47      " 

Silica, 6.17      '' 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.71      " 

Water, 0.22      " 

Loss, 0.72      *' 

80.00      " 

19.  Limestone  from  same  locality.  Colour  light  grey,  approach- 
ing yellow,  texture  somewhat  granular,  fracture  uneven.  Moder- 
ately hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 14.90  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 7.70      " 

Silica, 4.68      " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, , 2.50      " 

Water, 0.20      " 

Loss, 0.07      ** 

•  80.00      " 

20.  Limestone  from  Col.  Taylor's,  Loudoun  county.  Colour  light 
grey,  tinged  with  blue,  texture  compact,  approaching  cherty,  fract- 
ure in  one  direction  smooth,  in  the  other  irregular,  exposing  talcose 
films.    Quite  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 17.08  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 11 .25      ^' 

Silica, 0.81      " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.75      " 

Water  and  loss, 0.61      ** 

80.00      " 
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21.  Limestone  from  Mr.  M'Uhaney's,  Loadonn  oonntj.    Colour  * 
light  grey,  tinged  with  green,  Instre  dull  waxen,  fractare  sharp,  ir- 
regular.    Quite  liydraulio. 

Carhonate  of  lime, 18.42  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 7.50      ** 

Silica, 7.82      " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.80      " 

Water  and  loss, 0.46      " 

80.00      " 
Of  the  above  specimens  all  but  the  two  last  are  certainly  from 
formation  II.,  and  there  in  strong  reason  to  believe  that  they  are 
from  the  same. 

I  now  proceed  to  give  the  composition  of  two  magncsian  lime- 
stones from  formation  VI. 

22.  Limestone  from  near  the  eastern  side  of  Conoloway  Ilill,  on 
the  Potomac,  Hampshire  county.  Colour  bluish,  lustre  dull,  texture 
compact,  inclining  to  fine,  fracture  scaly  and  rather  rough.  Quite 
hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 12.65  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 7. 77     ** 

Silica, 7.28     " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.65     " 

Water, 0.30     " 

Loss, 0.37      " 

30.00      " 

23.  Limestone  from  gap  of  Crawford^s  mountain,  Botetourt 
county.  Colour  dark  brownish  grey,  with  stripes,  texture  compact 
slaty.     Very  highly  hydraulic. 

Carhonate  of  lime, 18.43  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 8.17     ** 

Silica, 6.60     " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.60     " 

Water, 0.13      " 

Loss, 0.07     " 

30.00      " 
With  the  view  of  illustrating  the  similarity  of  composition  of  the 
preceding  rocks  with  that  of  some  of  the  cement  rocks  of  established 
character  abroad,  the  following  specimens  were  submitted  to  analy- 
sis and  trial : 

24.  Limestone  from  formation  II.,  Kew  TorJk,  extensively  burnt 
for  cement.  Colour  yellowish  grey,  texture  rather  granular  and 
friable,  fracture  rough.  Sets  well  by  my  experiments,  but  not  bet- 
ter than  many  of  the  Virginia  rocks. 

Carbonate  of  lime, —  14.46  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 10.73      " 

Silica, 8.63      " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.36      " 

Water  and  loss, 0.82      " 

30.00      " 
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25.  Limestone  from  formation  VIII.,  New  York,  adjoining  the 
gypseons  shales.  Colour  lead  grej,  texture  earthy  and  rather  soft, 
ft'aotore  slaty.    Sets  well  by  my  experiments. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 13.72  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 7.22      " 

Silica, 5.38      " 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 2.27      " 

Water  and  loss, 1.14     ** 

80.00      " 

26.  Limestone  from  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Colour  dull  bluish 
grey,  slightly  tinged  with  yellow,  rather  soft,  fracture  irregular. 
Said  to  make  good  cement. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 1G.51  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia,   7.25      ^^ 

Silica, 4.64      '' 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.79      ^^ 

Water, 0.37      " 

Loss, 0.54      '* 

30.00      " 

The  Ibon  Obes  of  the  Valley  and  its  Mountains. 

Id  describing  the  geological  structure  of  the  Great  Valley  of  our 
state,  and  of  the  mountains  rising  within  it  or  forming  its  western 
border,  some  account  was  given  of  the  localities  and  extent  of  the 
various  beds  of  iron  ore  associated  with  its  several  formations.  I 
proceed  now  to  add  a  few  chemical  details  in  regard  to  the  composi- 
tion of  these  ores,  confining  myself  to  those  varieties  which  are  of 
most  importance,  as  well  from  the  extent  in  which  they  are  found 
as  from  their  intrinsic  excellence.  Numerous  other  analyses  of  the 
ores  in  this  region  have  been  completed,  and  many  yet  remain  to  be 
executed,  of  which  it  is  designed  at  a  future  day  to  make  a  detailed 
report.  Similar  examinations  have  also  been  made  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  ores  associated  with  the  strata  of  the  mountainous  region 
lying  to  the  northwest,  of  which  many  are  from  the  same  forma- 
tions as  occur  in  the  valley.  Of  these  general  mention  was  made  in 
the  report  of  last  year,  in  treating  of  the  eleven  successive  forma- 
tions composing  the  Appalachian  series.  The  minute  investigation 
of  the  geological  position,  as  well  as  the  extent  of  the  ores  in  ques- 
tion, zealously  prosecuted  during  the  last  year,  has  brought  to  light 
the  important  fact  that  throughout  a  large  portion  of  the  middle  dis- 
trict of  the  Appalachian  zone,  as  well  as  in  various  parts  of  its  two 
other  subdivisions,  the  most  abundant,  continuous  and  valual  le  de- 
posits of  this  material,  are  to  be  found  in  formation  VII.  the  coarse 
sandstone  near  its  upper  boundary  being  frequently  replaced  by  tlie 
ore  for  a  great  thickness,  and  over  a  wide  extent. 

In  announcing  the  discovery  of  the  geological  connection  here 
mentioned,  as  one  of  economical  interest^  it  is  proper  to  repeat  the 
remark  often  made  on  previous  occasions  in  my  reports,  that  such 


238 

a  general/act  claims  a  high  consideratioo  for  utility  from  the  extent 
of  area  over  which  it  becomes  applicable  as  the  guide  to  individaal 
exploration  through  all  future  time.  To  discover  every  accessible 
deposit  of  ore  within  the  wide  expanse  of  our  Appalachian  zone, 
would  obviously  be  impracticable  with  any  scheme  of  geological 
investigation,  however  ample  and  complete.  Ages  must  elapse 
before  all  the  available  localities  of  this  widely  disseminated  mate- 
rial shall  have  been  explored,  yet,  by  determining  noto  the  law  con- 
necting it  in  position  with  rocks  conspicuously  exposed  and  readily 
identified  from  the  minute  description  of  them  already  given,  a  safe 
guide  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  enquirer,  with  which  and  the 
geological  details  of  structure,  revealing  the  order  and  position  of 
the  formations  in  each  ridge  and  valley,  he  can  hardly  fail  in  reach- 
ing a  satisfactory  result  On  this  account  it  was  that  much,  and 
perhaps  a  seemingly  undue  importance  was  attached  in  my  last 
yearns  report  to  the  discovery  of  the  fo$8ilifer(nL8  and  calcareous  iron 
ore  associated  with  formation  Y.  Yet,  of  the  practical  value  of  this 
generalization,  I  may  cite  as  proof  that  during  the  last  season  it  has 
led  to  the  observation  in  numerous  places  in  the  mountains  of  tbe 
southwestern  counties,  of  the  very  same  ore  in  the  same  geological 
position,  when,  but  for  the  direction  thus  given  to  our  enquiries, 
many  of  these  localities  would  necessarily  have  been  overlooked. 

In  the  chemical  details  about  to  be  presented,  I  shall  follow  the 
order  of  the  formations,  commencing  with 

Thb  Oees  of  Formation  I. 

1.  Iron  ore  from  Fox^s  mountain  4  miles  from  Forrer's  furnace, 
Page  (Rockingham,  Ed.)  county.  Colour  dark  brick-red  or  brown, 
fracture  slaty  oonchoidal,  texture  uniform,  rather  fine,  earthy,  lustre 
dall,  ochreods.     Used  at  Mr.  Forrer^s  furnace. 

Composition  of  SO  grains. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 20.60  grains. 

Silica, 5.70  " 

Alumina, 0.40  " 

Water, 3.00  " 

Lime  (a  trace). 

Loss, 0.30  " 

80.00      " 

2.  Iron  ore  from  the  same  locality.  Colour  very  deep  brown, 
lustre  shining,  texture  compact,  fracture  irregalar,  sometimes  pre- 
senting a  velvet  appearance  on  the  fresh  surface.  Yery  valuable  in 
the  furnace. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 28.93  grains. 

Silica, 0.69      " 

Alumina, 1.07      " 

Water, 8.93      " 

Loss, 0.38      '' 

30.00       " 
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8.  Iron  ore  from  mine  worked  for  the  use  of  Cotopaxi  or 
M'Cormick's  fomaoe,  Rockbridge.  Nodnlar  ore.  Colour  on  the 
exterior  light  oobreoos,  in  the  interior  dark  chocolate  brown,  text- 
ure rather  ceUnlar. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 23.67  grains. 

BUica, 1.70      '* 

Alumina, 0.28      " 

Water, 4.24      " 

0.21      " 


80.00      * 

4.  Iron  ore  from  M'Cormick's  old  bank.  Colour  dark  Spanish 
brown,  texture  close  grained,  structure  cavernous,  fracture  splinter/. 
Not  now  in  use. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 24.58  grains. 

Silica, 1.70      " 

Alumina  (a  mere  trace). 

Water, 8.47      " 

Loss, 0.25      " 

30.00       " 

5.  Iron  ore  from  EeUy's  bank  used  at  Vesuvius  furnace.  Colour 
rich  reddish  brown  and  chestnut,  texture  compact,  though  occasion- 
aUy  porous.  Surface  sometimes  mammillarj  or  covered  with  pro- 
jecting bosses  and  lustrous. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 24.27  grains. 

Silica, 8.00      ** 

Alumina  (a  faint  trace). 

Water, 2.48      " 

Loss, _0.S0      " 

80.00      " 

6.  Iron  ore  from  Back  creek  near  Buchanan,  James  S.  Wood's 
lower  bank.  Colour  dark  chestnut,  texture  fine  grained,  structure 
cellular,  fracture  rough. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 24.16  grains. 

Silica, 2.10      *' 

Alumina, 0.26      " 

Water, 8.86      " 

Loss, _0^      " 

80.00      " 

7.  Iron  ore  from  Back  creek,  Wood's  upper  bank.  Colour  of 
exterior  doll  black,  interior  dark  snuff  colour,  texture  fine  grained 
and  porous,  sometimes  mammillarj  and  lustrous,  occasionally  crjs- 
talli^. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 25.00  grains. 

Silica, 0.88      " 

Alumina  (scarcely  a  trace). 

Water, 8.82      '' 

Loss, J>M     " 

80.00      " 
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Obes  of  Fobmation  II. 

8.  Iron  ore  from  Blackford's  bank,  Page  county,  used  at  the 
Isabella  fnrnace.  Colour  light  ochreoaa  brown,  texture  earthy, 
friable,  light,  mixed  with  slaty  clay. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 22.19  grain;*. 

Silica, 3.61      " 

Alumina  (a  trace;. 

Water, 4.00     " 

Loss, 0.20     " 

80.00      " 

9.  Iron  ore,  one  mile  west  of  Lexington,  Rockbridge  county. 
Oolonr  ochreous  on  the  exterior,  dark  lilac  brown  within,  texture 
very  close  grained,  cellular. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 26.62  grcdns. 

Silica, 0.78     " 

Alumina  (faint  trace). 

Water, 3.46     " 

Loss,. 0.14     " 

30.00      " 

10.  Iron  ore,  Limestone  Hill,  near  north  end  of  Short  Hill,  and 
contiguous  to  Buffalo  creek.  Colour  light  brownish  yellow,  texture 
earthy,  porous. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 22.68  grains. 

Silica, 2.97     " 

Alumina, 0.59      " 

Water, 8.61     " 

Loss, 0.25     " 

80.00      " 

11.  Iron  ore  near  Read  (Reed,  Ed.)  creek  Wythe  county — Gra- 
ham's ftimace — Honey-comb  ore.  Colour  light  brown,  inclining  to 
orange,  texture  fine  grained,  structure  cavernous. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 24.61  grains. 

Silica, 1.16     ** 

Alumina, 0.52      " 

Water, ...     3.40      " 

Loss, 0.81      ** 

80.00     " 
Obes  of  Fobmatiok  III. 

12.  Iron  ore,  Blackford's  mine,  west  side  of  Big  Fort  valley, 
Massanutten  mountain.  Colour  dark  brown,  texture  compact, 
structure  largely  cavernous,  the  hollows  frequently  filled  with  white 
siliceous  clay,  surface  sometimes  mammillary,  often  iridescent  or 
having  a  rainbow  colouring. 
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Per-oxide  of  iron, . .    22.30  grains. 

Silica, 3.16     " 

Alumina, 0.80     " 

Water, 8.65     " 

Loss, J).10     " 

30.00     *' 

13.  Iron  ore,  Little  Fort  valley,  Massanutten  mountains.  Col- 
our dark  brown,  texture  fine  grained,  generally  quite  compact,  but 
sometimes  cellular. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 20.70  grains. 

Silica, 5.42      "■ 

Alumina, 0.21      " 

Water, 3.40     " 

Loss, 0.27      " 

30.00      "• 

14.  Iron  ore,  top  of  Purgatory  mountain,  near  Retreat  furnace. 
Colour  dark  brown,  texture  porous  and  cavernous,  the  cavities  oc- 
casionally filled  with  siliceous  clay. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 21.20  grains. 

Silica, 5.20     '' 

Alumina, 0.73     " 

Water, 2.73      " 

Loss, 0.14     " 

30.00      " 

15.  Iron  ore,  same  locality.  Colour  dark  chestnut,  nearly  black, 
texture  fine  grained,  somewhat  cavernous. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 24.06  grains. 

Silica, 2.43      " 

Alumina, 0.50      " 

Water, 2.74     " 

Loss, 0.27     " 

30.00     " 

16.  Iron  ore,  east  side  of  Crawford's  mountain,  near  Catawba 
furnace.  Colour  dark  chestnut  brown,  texture  fine  grained,  cellu- 
lar, the  interior  of  the  cells  being  often  coated  with  black  velvet- 
like films. 

Per-oxide  of  iron,   24.10  grains. 

Silica, 1.97      " 

Alumina, 0.16      " 

W^ater, 3.68      " 

Loss, ^.09      " 

80.00      " 

17.  Iron  ore,  same  locality  as  preceding,  more  cellular  variety. 

11 
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Per-oxide  of  iron, 24.86  grains. 

Silica, 1.4T      ** 

Alumina, 0.12      " 

Water, 8.98      " 

Loss, _0^8      " 

80.00      '* 
Oeks  of  Fobmation  V. 

18.  Iron  ore,  west  side  of  Enobly  moantain,  near  Paddytown 
gap«  Hampshire  county.  Coloor  brownish  red,  textnre  soft  and 
argillaceous,  structure  slaty,  apparently  composed  of  minute  scales 
containing  flat  fossil  impressions. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 20.60  grains. 

Silica 4.40      " 

Alumina, 1.87      " 

Carbonate  of  lime, 1.82      " 

Water  and  Loss, 1.91      ** 

80.00      " 

19.  Iron  ore,  south  side  of  PowelFs  ridge,  near  the  Fish-hook. 
Colour  glossy  reddish  brown,  texture  soft  scaly,  structure  laminated, 
arising  from  the  multitude  of  fossil  impressions. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 22.97  grains. 

Silica, 6.1«      '' 

Alumina, 0.67      " 

Carbonate  of  lime  a  trace. 

Water, L20      ** 

80.00      " 
Ores  of  Formation  VII. 

These,  as  already  stated,  are  the  most  abundant  ores  in  the  moun- 
tainous parts  of  the  middle  district,  being  exposed  almost  in  every 
ridge  of  which  this  formation  composes  a  part.  In  the  Big  and  Little 
North  mountains.  Brown's  Hill,  Tower  (Tour,  Ed.)  Hill,  Back  Creek 
mountain.  Brushy  Hill,  Biggs's  mountain,  Allen's  mountain,  Potts's 
Creek  mountain.  Rich  Patch  mountain,  Bratton's  mountain.  Mill 
mountain  &c.  &c.  these  ores  are  almost  invariably  to  be  found  re- 
placing the  upper  strata  of  VII.,  and  often  of  enormous  thickness. 
Of  the  numerous  analyses  already  made  of  them,  two  only  will  be 
here  subjoined,  as  examples  of  their  composition  generally. 

20.  Iron  ore,  Bath  furnace,  east  side  of  Bratton^s  mountain  and 
south  of  Calf  Pasture  river.  Colour  chestnut  brown,  texture  com- 
pact, structure  crystalline  and  fibrous. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 24.62  grains. 

Silica, 1.22      " 

Alumina  (none). 

Water, 8.83      " 

Loss, 0.83      " 

80.00      " 
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21.  Iron  ore,  Bmslij  Hill,  Alleghany  connfcy,  Jordan^s  mine. 
Coloar  delicate  parplish  brown,  texture  very  compact,  stracture 
oavemoos  and  cellular,  form  tending  to  nodular. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 28.94  grains. 

Silica, 2.22      " 

Alumina  (trace). 

Water, 8.60      ** 

Loss, 0.24     " 

80.00      " 
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Sib,  I  herewith  transmit  the  annual  report  of  the  geologist  of 
the  state  for  the  past  year,  which  jon  will  please  lay  before  the 
house  of  delegates. 

This  report  relates  to  districts  of  the  state  not  previously  treated 
of,  excepting  incidentally  in  former  reports,  viz. :  the  marl  region 
south  of  James  river — a  portion  of  the  southern  district  east  of  the 
Blae  Ridge,  &c. — and  part  of  the  great  western  coal  region. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

David  Oampbkll, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 

The  honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  qf  Delegates. 


REPORT. 


In  compliance  with  the  law  requiring  the  principal  geologist 
annually  to  render  an  account  of  the  progress  of  the  geological  sor- 
Yey,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

SECTION  I. 

The  field  operations  of  the  survey  were  entered  upon  as  usuaL 
early  in  the  spring,  and  were  continued  without  interruption  from 
that  time  until  late  in  the  autumn.  The  weather  throughout  the 
season  was  in  general  favourable  to  our  researches — and  in  some 
portions  of  the  ^tate  scarcely  a  day  occurred  sufficiently  inclement 
to  compel  a  suspension  of  active  operations. 

The  vacancy  in  the  geological  corps  created  by  the  resignation  of 
Dr.  W.  E.  A.  Aikin,  was  filled  as  the  board  is  aware  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  professor  C.  Briggs,  a  gentleman  already  favourably  known 
as  one  of  the  geologists  recently  engaged  in  the  survey  of  the  state 
of  Ohio.  This  gentleman  entered  upon  his  dutlos  as  a  member  of 
our  corps  in  the  beginning  of  June. 

Keeping  in  view  the  importance  of  continuing  the  several 
assistants  in  the  districts  Mrith  whose  geological  features  they  were 
already  in  some  measure  acquainted,  the  various  fields  of  research 
appointed  for  the  seasoned  operations  were  allotted  among  them  as 
follows : 

To  Dr.  G.  W.  Boyd  was  entrusted  the  continuation  of  the  mi- 
nute researches  in  which  he  had  been  engaged  during  a  part  of  the 
preceding  year,  in  all  that  portion  of  the  state  embraced  between 
the  Blue  Ridge  and  the  head  of  tide  which  lies  south  of  the  range 
of  Albemarle,  Louisa  and  Goochland  counties,  comprehending  in 
his  duties  the  accurate  tracing  of  the  various  narrow  belts  of  lime- 
stone occurring  in  a  portion  of  this  region,  as  well  as  the  determina- 
tion of  the  limits  of  the  interesting  formation  of  shales  and  sand- 
stones, prolonged  in  an  irregular  manner  nearly  through  its  whole 
extent,  and  linking  his  observations  from  point  to  point  by  numer- 
ous local  and  some  extended  sections,  exhibiting  the  various  rocks 
in  the  order  in  which  they  occur. 

Mr.  0.  B.  Hayden  was  employed  during  the  early  part  of  the 
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season  in  exploring  that  division  of  the  Tertiary  marl  region  lying 
south  of  James  river — in  which  only  partial  researches  had  hitherto 
been  made — embracing  portions  of  Norfolk,  Isle  of  Wight,  Nanse- 
mond,  Surry  and  Greensville,  together  with  the  whole  of  South- 
ampton and  Sussex  counties.  Having  completed  the  allotted  in- 
vestigation in  this  district,  he  was  directed  to  continue  the  exami- 
nation of  a  portion  of  the  Appalachian  belt  in  Pendleton  county, 
and  thence  to  proceed  to  a  systematic  examination  of  that  division 
of  the  western  coal  region  lying  between  the  front  ridge  of  the 
Alleghany  and  the  Laurel  hill,  embracing  Preston  county,  together 
with  portions  of  Uampshire,  Hardy,  Randolph  and  Harrison  coun- 
ties. 

In  continuation  of  the  enquiries  commenced  towards  the  close 
of  the  preceding  season,  professor  James  B.  Rogers,  after  completing 
some  measurements  of  importauce  in  the  Mill  mountain  and  neigh- 
bouring ridges  towards  the  ea^U  and  carrying  an  accurate  section 
through  the  lower  extremity  of  the  FalUng  spring  valley,  was  chiefly 
occupied  in  the  investigation  of  the  upper  members  of  the  Appala- 
chian series  of  formations  as  developed  on  a  scale  of  extraordinary 
magnitude  along  the  eastern  flanks  of  the  Greenbrier,  Sewell  and 
Flat  top  mountains  in  Pocahontas,  Greenbrier,  Monroe,  Fayette  and 
Mercer  counties,  and  in  exploring  the  structure  and  contents  of  the 
widely  expanded  strata  of  coal  bearing  rocks  incumbent  on  the  for- 
mer, as  presented  in  the  Sewell  and  other  ridges  to  the  west,  and 
along  the  valleys  of  the  great  Kanawha  and  some  of  the  tributary 
streams. 

To  Mr.  I.  Slade  was  allotted  the  task  of  reviewing  that  portion 
of  the  Appalachian  belt,  designated  in  former  reports  as  the  southern 
district,  with  the  design  of  constructing  a  number  of  additional  sec- 
tions, rendered  important  by  the  peculiar  intricacy  of  its  geology, 
and  of  tracing  with  greater  minuteness  than  had  yet  been  done, 
those  numerous  remarkable  dislocations,  whose  frequent  and  sndden 
changes  of  character  are  intimately  connected  with  the  development 
of  materials  of  economical  value,  in  their  immediate  neighbourhood, 
and  are  often  essential  to  a  knowledge  of  the  structure  as  presented 
at  points  comparatively  remote. 

To  Mr.  Briggs  was  assigned  the  exploration  of  that  portion  of 
the  coal  region  constituting  the  northwest  district  of  the  state,  di- 
recting his  attention  for  the  present  chiefly  to  the  division  of  the 
coal  bearing  rocks  hereafter  to  be  described  as  the  upper  cool  series, 
tracing  the  various  coal  seams  and  their  accompanying  strata  as  they 
successively  present  themselves  on  the  Ohio  and  at  other  places  in 
this  part  of  the  state — thence  following  them  around  as  they  curve 
across  the  southwest  angle  of  Pennsylvania  into  Monongalia  and 
Harrison  counties,  and  marking  the  interesting  mutations  they  un- 
dergo in  penetrating  more  towards  the  east  and  south. 

Of  the  diligence  and  ability  with  which  the  several  members  of 
the  corps  have  prosecuted  the  numerous  and  often  diflScult  investi- 
gations thus  assigned  them,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  enabled  to 
speak  in  terms  of  unqualified  commendation* 
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Since  the  olofie  of  our  operations  in  the  field,  our  attention  has 
been  devoted  as  usual  to  the  arrangement  of  the  varioos  details  col- 
lected during  the  season,  and  to  the  graphical  and  chemical  depart- 
ments of  the  survey.  These  laboors  will  furnish  employment  for 
myself  and  several  of  my  assistants  until  the  opening  of  the  next 
season,  and  will  be  continued  as  customary  by  myself  until  the  pe- 
riod arrives  for  taking  the  field. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  in  reviewing  the  labours  of  the 
past  season,  ana  comparing  them  with  the  amount  of  work  yet  re- 
quired for  the  completion  of  our  researches,  I  am  confirmed  in  the 
opinion,  announced  in  my  last  year's  report,  that  with  the  present 
organization  of  the  corps,  an  additional  season  for  detailed  investiga- 
tion, and  a  succeeding  year  devoted  to  a  revision  of  some  portions  of 
the  field,  and  to  the  tasks  of  preparing  the  sections  and  maps,  as  well 
as  the  final  report  for  publication,  will  enable  me  to  bring  the  ardu- 
ous labours  of  the  survey  to  a  satisfactory  termination. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  assure  the  board  that  I  am  truly  anxious  to 
complete  the  responsible  task  I  have  undertaken  by  the  earliest  prac- 
ticable time  consistent  with  the  accuracy,  and  therefore  the  Perma- 
nent importance,  of  all  the  economical  and  scientific  results.  That  it 
has  not  been  suffered  to  linger  in  my  hands,  must  be  abundantly  evi- 
dent upon  comparing  the  progress  thus  far  made  in  our  survey  with 
that  of  similar  enterprises  in  some  of  the  neighbouring  states.  In- 
deed, bearing  in  mind  the  superior  extent  of  our  territory  and  its 
unequalled  variety,  and  perhaps  complication  of  geological  features, 
such  a  comparison  will  hardly  fail  to  inspire  a  gratifying  surprise 
that  with  means  so  much  less  ample  we  have  been  enabled  to  carry 
forward  our  enterprise  with  the  rapidity  and  accuracy  with  which 
it  has  thus  far  progressed. 

In  expressing  my  solicitude  for  the  early,  but  at  the  same  time 
thorough  completion  of  the  work,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that 
besides  the  wish  of  rendering  our  results  available  to  the  public  as 
promptly  as  possible,  I  am  not  uninfluenced  by  a  desire  to  vindicate 
on  grounds  of  utility  the  wise  economy  which  first  originated  the 
survey,  by  presenting  to  my  fellow-citizens  what  cannot  be  given 
in  the  annual  reports,  a  detailed  account  of  all  its  economical  and 
scientific  results,  in  a  connected  shape,  and  illustrated  by  an  exten- 
sive cabinet  of  specimens,  by  numerous  sections,  and  by  a  map  of 
the  state  corrected  in  its  topography,  and  geologically  coloured. 
Nor  will  it  be  deemed  unworthy  the  sympathies  of  the  board  or  of 
the  public  to  mention  as  an  additional  motive  to  expedition,  the  in- 
terest with  which  our  labours  in  developing  the  diversined  and 
often  wonderful  geological  features  of  the  state,  are  watched  by  the 
lovers  of  useful  science  in  our  own  country  and  abroad — an  interest, 
which  kindly  and  eheeringly  expressed,  has  not  been  without  its 
effect  in  lif^htening  the  toil  and  sweetening  the  pleasure  of  investi- 
gation. Were  it  necessary  to  adduce  further  evidence  of  the  anxious 
zeal  with  which  I  have  unremittingly  laboured  to  forward  the  opera- 
tions of  the  survey,  I  might  refer  to  the  heavy  expenses  from  year 
to  year  personally  incnmd  in  its  behalf,  without  which  it  would 
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have  been  scarcely  poaaible  to  have  brongbt  oar  work  to  so  advanced 
a  stage  as  that  to  which  it  has  now  attained. 

In  selecting  the  districts  upon  which  to  dwell  more  particolarlv 
in  the  present  report,  I  have  conceived  it  to  be  most  proper  as  well 
as  most  agreeable  to  the  board  and  to  the  public  to  make  choice  of 
certain  important  divisions  of  the  state  hitherto  bat  slightly  noticed 
in  my  reports,  but  in  which  oar  researches  for  some  time  in  progress 
have  at  length  been  advanced  nearly  to  their  completion,  and  to 
occupy  less  time  in  the  consideration  of  those  of  which  general 
sketches  accompanied  with  some  prominent  chemical  and  other  lo- 
cal details  have  already  been  given  to  the  pnblic. 

Infiaenced  by  these  views  I  propose  omitting  for  the  present 
farther  particulars  relating  to  the  Appalachian  region,  of  which  some 
of  the  leading  features  have  been  described  in  my  two  preceding 
reports,  and  presenting  a  sketch  somewhat  in  detail  of  the  following 
districts. 

1.  That  portion  of  the  marl  region  situated  between  the  James 

river  and  the  Carolina  line. 

2.  So  much  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  state  lying  east  of  the 

Blue  Ridge  and  west  of  the  marl  region  as  has  been  explored 
in  sufficient  detail  to  enable  me  to  report. 

8.  The  coal  basins  lying  in  the  northern  corner  of  the  state  be- 
tween the  front  ridge  of  the  Alleghany  and  Laurel  Hill. 

In  addition  to  the  systematic  sketches  designed  to  be  given  of 
these  several  regions,  I  propose  to  annex  a  brief  outline  of  our  ex- 
plorations in  the  valley  of  tne  Kanawha,  and  the  lofty  mountainous 
tract  lying  between  the  falls  of  that  river  and  the  western  boundary 
of  formation  XL  in  Greenbrier  and  the  adjoining  counties,  as  well 
as  of  some  of  our  observations  in  the  northwestern  coal  region,  in- 
cluding the  tongue  of  land  lying  along  the  Ohio  river,  and  between 
the  states  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say,  that  though  thus  silent  for  the 
present  in  regard  to  the  Appalachian  region,  excepting  so  far  as  a 
portion  of  it  may  be  incidentally  mentioned  in  treating  of  the  higher 
formations  adioining  it  on  the  west,  our  revisionary  labours  in  that 
part  of  the  field  have  been  actively  pursued,  and  with  many  inter- 
esting results.  As  regards  our  further  operations  of  a  like  nature  in 
this  important  division  of  the  state,  I  would  add  that  the  minute 
measurements  which  have  been  begun,  for  determining  the  varying 
thickness  of  the  several  formations,  an  object  not  unimportant  in  its 
economical  bearings,  will  be  continued  as  far  as  our  means  allow, 
into  other  portions  of  the  region.  Our  numerous  sections  will  at 
the  same  time  be  knit  together  and  rendered  more  minutely  accu- 
rate ;  the  topography  of  the  country  will  be  more  precisely  deter- 
mined, by  the  accumulation  of  data  derived  from  the  measurement 
of  the  heights  of  our  principal  mountains  at  various  points,  towards 
which  a  good  deal  has  already  been  done — and  further  disclosures 
will  be  made  of  the  iron  ores  or  other  useful  minerals  described  in 
preceding  reports,  as  being  associated  with  the  several  groups  of 
strata  forming  the  Appalachian  zone.    The  familiar  knowledge  we 
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now  possess  of  the  structure  of  every  portion  of  this  region,  facili- 
tates the  progress  of  these  measurements  hy  guiding  to  suitable  lines 
or  points  of  examination.  TVhile  connecting  this  accurate  knowl- 
eOge  of  the  structure  and  arrangement  of  the  rocks,  with  the  pre- 
cise determination  of  their  thicknesses  and  the  heights  of  the  ridges 
in  our  numerous  sections,  we  are  enabled  to  give  that  finish  to  the 
work  already  performed,  which  will  make  our  final  representations 
in  a  graphical  shape  creditable  to  the  state  and  worthy  the  accurate 
spirit  of  modem  geological  research,  as  exemplified  in  the  works  of 
European  geologists. 

In  regard  to  the  chemical  investigations  relating  to  the  materials 
of  this  region,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  a  part  of  the  labours  of  the 
laboratory  will  still  be  directed  to  the  examination  of  the  ores,  lime- 
stones, or  other  interesting  substances  embraced  in  the  Appalachian 
formations,  and  as  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel,  a  number  of  such  re- 
sults will  be  included  in  the  chemical  division  of  the  present  report. 


SECTION   II. 

TEBTIART  MARL  REGION  SOUTH  OF  THE  JAMES  RIVER, 

Chapter  1. 

Sketch  of  the  Boundaries^  Topography  and  General  Geology  of  the 

Eegion, 
During  the  operations  of  a  preceding  season,  a  careful  examina- 
tion was  made  of  both  sides  of  the  James  river,  from  its  month  as 
high  up  as  the  commencement  of  the  primary  rocks  at  Eiohmond, 
as  well  as  of  all  its  tributaries  for  some  distance  inland ;  and  in  my 
report  for  that  year  a  brief  account  was  given  of  the  general  results 
of  those  detailed  enquiries,  accompanied  by  a  table  of  the  composition 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  specimens  of  marl,  of  which  sixty  were 
from  localities  in  the  region  south  of  the  river.  These  enquiries 
having  embraced  the  shores  of  the  Elizabeth  and  Nansemond  rivers, 
and  Pagan  creek,  as  well  as  of  the  Appomattox  as  high  as  Petersburg, 
our  researches  during  the  past  season  were  directed  to  a  minute 
exploration  of  the  Blackwater,  Nottoway  and  Meherrin  rivers  and 
all  their  branches,  and  an  examination  of  localities  remote  from 
these  streams,  in  which  beds  of  marl  were  known  or  believed  to 
exist.  In  prosecuting  these  labours,  only  a  few  interesting  expo- 
sures have  been  left  unvisited,  chiefly  in  the  inland  parts  of  Prince 
George  and  Surry  counties,  and  these  will  claim  an  early  attention 
in  the  operations  of  the  next  season.  Of  the  numerous  specimens 
collected  in  the  course  of  the  season^s  operations,  nearly  all  have 
since  been  submitted  to  chemical  examination,  the  results  of  which 
will  be  ^ven  at  the  conclusion  of  this  division  of  my  report.  With- 
out entering  into  minute  detail  in  regard  to  the  numerous  extensive 
exposures  of  the  Tertiary  marl  occurring  throughout  this  region,  I 
propose  at  present  to  give  a  brief  account  of  it«  boundaries,  and  of 
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the  order  of  superposition  in  which  its  well  marked  sabdivipions 
have  been  found  to  be  arranged. 

The  region  bounded  by  tlie  James  river  on  tlie  north,  tlie  Atlan- 
tic on  the  east,  the  state  line  on  the  south,  and  the  irregular  margin 
of  the  primary  rocks  on  the  west,  may  be  regarded  as  consisting  of 
two  plateaus  or  wide  benches  of  land,  of  which  that  lying  towards 
the  west  preserves  a  general  level  much  higher  and  less  uniformly 
horizontal  than  the  other.  The  latter  extending  from  the  sea  shore 
to  an  inflected  line  lying  a  little  east  of  the  meridian  of  Suffolk, 
presents  an  unbroken  plane,  elevated  from  8  to  12  feet  above  tide, 
rarely  interrupted  by  ravines,  and  penetrated  only  by  tidal  creeks 
enclosed  by  shores  which  for  the  most  part  slope  gently  down  to  the 
level  of  the  water.  The  absence  of  running  streams  incident  to  this 
feature  in  the  topography  of  the  country  is  supplied  by  the  moving 
power  of  wijid,  which  by  its  periodical  flow,  especially  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  James  river  and  the  Atlantic,  gives  motion  to  numerous 
wind  mills  here  in  use.  The  surface  of  this  extensive  flat,  where 
not  covered  by  swamps  or  morasses,  consists  of  light  coloured  sands 
and  clays,  generally  of  a  fine  texture,  and  never  enclosing  pebbles 
of  large  dimensions.  Beneath  this  the  shell  marl  has  been  discov- 
ered only  at  a  few  points,  and  those  situated  near  the  eastern  mar- 
gin of  the  higher  plateau. 

From  Sewall's  Point  to  the  bay  shore,  and  along  that  shore,  as 
well  as  the  coast  line  of  the  Atlantic,  a  more  irregular  topography 
prevails,  caused  by  the  sandy  knolls  or  dunes  accumulated  by  the 
combined  action  of  the  winds  and  waves. 

These  at  some  places,  as  for  example  at  Willoughby's  Point,  are 
more  than  tiiirty  feet  in  height,  containing  scattered  shells  and 
fragments,  such  as  are  found  in  the  contiguous  waters,  which  have 
been  conveyed  from  the  beach  by  the  some  transporting  agencies 
that  have  heaped  up  the  mounds  of  enclosing  sand.  On  some  of 
these  dunes  a  soil  has  been  formed  capable  of  nourishing  large 
trees. . 

As  might  be  expected,  evidences  are  frequently  met  with  of 
changes  having  occurred  in  the  outline  of  the  beach,  the  roots  of 
trees  being  seen  in  many  places  in  shallow  water  at  a  distance  of 
several  hundred  yards  beyond  the  present  line  of  tide,  and  at  other 
points  equally  distant  inland,  under  circumstances  shewing  that  they 
once  grew  upon  the  marjiin  of  the  beach. 

The  higher  plateau  lying  to  the  west  of  the  extensive  flat  above 
described,  extends  from  the  line  formerly  indicated  as  a  little  east 
of  the  meridian  of  SuflTolk,  westwards  to  the  commencement  of  the 
primary  rocks,  maintaining  a  general  level  of  from  thirty  to  fifty 
feet  above  tide,  and  slightly  rising  as  it  spreads  towards  the  west. 
Its  boundary  in  the  latter  direction  presents  a  very  irregular  wind- 
ing line,  along  which  the  marl  and  the  primary  rocks  are  seen  alter- 
nately encroaching  each  upon  the  general  limits  of  the  other.  In- 
deed at  some  points  insulated  patches  or  ridges  of  the  former  are 
seen  rising  through  the  marl  at  a  short  distance  from  its  western 
limits,  while  at  others  little  nooks  or  basins  of  the  marl  occur 
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almost  completely  eDcircled  by  the  primary  rocks.  In  a  word,  the 
form  of  the  carioasly  broken  line  which  constitntes  the  boundary  of 
the  two  is  just  soch  as  might  be  expected  from  considering  it  as  mark- 
ing the  indented  outline  of  a  low  rocky  coast,  washed  by  the  tides 
of  the  primeval  sea,  beneath  whose  waters  were  slowly  accumulated 
the  successive  deposits  of  shells  and  sand  and  clay,  now  forming  the 
wide  tract  of  land  spreading  eastward  to  the  present  margin  of  the 
ocean. 

Excepting  in  the  tracts  lying  near  the  eastern  and  western  bound- 
aries of  this  plateau,  the  surface  strata  are  horizontal  and  com- 
posed of  sands  and  clays  of  a  fine  texture,  rarely  intermixed  with 
pebbles  of  considerable  magnitude.  Unless  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity of  the  rivers,  ravines  are  rarely  met  with,  and  even  bordering  on 
the  streams  the  land  gradually  declines  to  the  level  of  the  water, 
or  what  is  still  more  common,  slopes  gently  down  to  the  surface  of 
a  narrow  flat  through  which  the  river  finds  its  channel.*  Though  as 
before  remarked,  the  uniform  level  of  this  wide  plain  is  in  general 
maintained  with  but  slight  variations,  there  occur  several  low  ridges 
and  insulated  hills,  having  a  northeasterly  and  southwesterly  direc- 
tion, but  never  attaining  an  elevation  to  render  them  conspicuous 
in  the  topography  of  the  country.  Of  these  there  are  two  particu- 
larly interesting  from  their  height  and  the  light  they  reflect  upon 
the  relations  of  the  several  subdivisions  of  the  Tertiary  formation, 
the  one  stretching  over  the  Nottoway  river  near  the  mouth  of  Not- 
toway swamp,  across  the  tract  intervening  between  that  stream 
and  the  Blackwater,  and  following  the  direction  of  the  latter,  chiefly 
on  its  western  side,  the  other  extending  in  a  nearly  parallel  direc- 
tion a  little  west  of  the  N(»ttoway,  and  intersecting  Three  creek, 
Racoon  creek,  and  Hunting  quarter.  The  former  of  these  low  hills 
presenting  on  its  eastern  declivity  an  abrupt  and  on  its  western  a 
gentle  slope,  attains  a  height  usually  from  20  to  30  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  surrounding  country ;  the  latter  rises  in  some  places  to 
perhaps  a  greater  elevation. 

As  already  intimated,  the  usually  unbroken  character  of  the  plain 
of  which  I  am  treating,  is  not  preserved  in  the  tracts  adjoining  its 
eastern  and  western  margins.  Along  the  former  the  high  grounds 
overlooking  the  extensive  flats  spreading  oflP  towards  the  Atlantic, 
are  deeply  channelled  by  namerous  and  abrupt  ravines,  widening  and 
deepening  as  they  approach  the  lower  plain.  Above  and  along  the 
sides  of  these  the  surface  stratum,  composed  of  coarse  gravel  and 
pebbles,  often  extending  to  a  considerable  depth,  and  arranged  in 
layers  frequently  inclined  at  a  steep  angle,  is  seen  resting  upon  the 
marl  at  varioas  elevations,  sometimes  filling  a  cavity  which  is  but 
the  section  of  a  ravine  or  trench  formed  by  the  removal  of  a  portion 
of  the  shelly  stratum  before  the  coarse  sand  and  gravel  was  poured 
in,  sometimes  occupying  a  conical  hollow  or  pot  hole  penetrating 
many  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  marl,  and  sometimes  blending 
itself  with  the  fragments  of  broken  shells,  such  as  compose  the  un- 
derlying strata.  In  a  word,  the  coarseness  of  these  materials,  so  dif- 
ferent from  the  superficial  beds  in  the  middle  portions  of  the  tract, 
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their  steep  and  varying  inclinations,  and  the  deeply  furrowed  sarfaoe 
upon  which  they  rest^  combine  in  proving  that  along  this  margin  of 
the  plateau  at  one  time,  tides  or  currents,  or  most  probably  both, 
operated  with  great  force,  and  that  while  as  yet  the  lower  plain 
situated  towards  the  east  had  not  emerged  from  the  ocean,  this 
irregular  escarpment  of  the  higher  level  formed  the  barrier  to  the 
waves.  Nor  should  it  be  deemed  an  unimportant  &ct,  in  confirma- 
tion of  this  view,  that  along  this  line  the  beds  of  marl,  especially  the 
npper  strata,  are  every  where  composed  oifragmenU  o/shelUy  often 
reduced  to  a  mere  shelly  sand,  and  bj  a  spontaneous  process  cemented 
into  a  species  of  fragmentary  limestone. 

Analogous  phenomena  are  presented  in  the  surface  strata  of  the 
western  margin  of  the  plateau,  where  it  spreads  along  the  base  of  the 
low  ridge  of  primary  and  other  rocks  bounding  it  on  the  west.  Here 
we  meet  witn  a  gravel  of  great  coarseness  often  containing  well 
rounded  ma^es  many  inches  in  diameter,  and  all  derived  from  the 
rocky  strata  situated  to  the  west.  These  beds  of  sand  and  gravel  of 
every  variety  of  texture,  as  disclosed  in  the  ravines,  or  in  artificial 
sections,  display  the  same  obliquity  and  frequent  changes  of  direc- 
tion in  their  component  layers  which  were  before  noticed,  but  in  a 
still  more  remarkable  degree — and  thus  according  to  the  observed 
and  well  known  effects  of  currents,  establish  the  fact  that  along  this 
line  of  boundary,  and  for  some  distance  to  the  east,  the  agencies  of 
tides  and  currents  must  at  some  former  time  have  operated  with 
great  violence  and  effect.  It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  add,  that 
the  same  evidences  of  an  ancient  coast  line  along  which  are  seen  the 
rocky  fragments  transported  by  wide  rivers  or  sweeping  inundations 
coming  from  the  west,  are  found  continually  accompanying  tlie 
narrow  belt  adjoining  the  primary  rocks  on  the  east,  not  only  in  its 
course  entirely  across  our  state,  but  through  Maryland,  Pennsylvania 
and  New  Jersey.  And  I  may  further  say,  that  owing  to  the  more 
level  surface  of  this  than  the  a^'oining  rocky  district  to  the  west,  as 
well  as  the  yielding  nature  of  the  surface  strata,  the  great  line  of 
rail-ways  now  nearly  completed  from  Carolina  to  the  northeastern 
extremity  of  New  Jersey,  pursues  with  but  few  and  short  deviations 
the  direction  of  this  belt — thus  alFording  to  the  traveller  frequent 
opportunities  of  observing  striking  indications  of  the  operations  of 
those  energetic  currents  which  were  once  in  motion  along  this 
ancient  line  of  coast. 

It  would  thus  appear  from  the  topographical  and  other  features 
that  have  been  described,  that  since  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic 
flowed  bp  to  the  base  of  the  rocky  ledge  now  marked  by  the  lowest 
falls  of  our  great  rivers,  entering  its  various  coves  and  indentations, 
and  giving  opportunity  for  the  gradual  accumulation  tliere,  as  well 
as  farther  east,  or  more  out  from  the  shore,  of  the  various  strata 
of  marl  and  other  marine  deposits  found  in  their  positions  at  the 
present  day,  at  least  two  important  geological  changes  have  oc- 
curred. 

Of  these  changes,  forming  epochs  in  the  physical  history  of  this 
portion  of  our  state,  and  I  may  add,  of  a  wide  territory  beyond  it 
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towards  the  northeast  and  south,  the  first  ronst  obvlonsly  have  con- 
sisted in  a  chanj^e  in  the  position  of  the  extensive  tract  adjoining 
the  primary,  and  comprising  the  uppet  plateau  above  described,  by 
which  from  being  the  bed  of  the  ocean,  it  was  converted  into  dry 
land— the  second,  in  a  like  change,  by  which  the  lower  tract  was  re- 
lieved of  the  incumbent  waters.  By  the  first,  the  coast  line  was 
transferred,  from  the  edge  of  the  primary  rocks  to  the  eastern  escarp- 
ment of  the  higher  plateau — by  the  second,  from  that  escarpment  to 
the  present  margin  of  the  sea.  It  would  be  inappropriate  here  to 
discuss  the  question,  whether  these  changes  were  brought  about  by 
a  subsidence  or  retreat  of  the  ocean,  or  by  an  elevation  of  the  land, 
though  local  facts  are  not  wanting  in  favour  of  the  latter  of  these 
views  in  preference  to  the  former--and  in  the  view  of  geologists,  to 
whom  changes  of  this  kind,  in  progress  at  the  present  day,  as  well 
as  of  ancient  occurrence,  are  among  familiar  phenomena,  it  will 
scarcely  be  regarded  as  admitting  of  dispute.  That  these  changes 
were  rather  abrupt  than  gradual,  would  seem  to  be  evinced  by  the 
nearly  uniform  level  over  the  surface  of  each  plateau,  and  the  very 
sudden  alteration  of  level  at  the  western  boundary  of  each — ^neither 
of  which  could  be  anticipated  under  the  influence  of  a  slowly  pro- 
gressive change  in  the  relative  level  of  land  and  water — causing,  as 
it  would,  a  gradual  transfer  of  the  coast  line  so  as  to  cover  succes- 
sively every  portion  of  both  tracts,  and  creating  a  gently  shelving 
surface  from  their  western  boundary  to  the  sea. 

OnAPTBB    2. 

Probable  extent  to  which  the  Marl  is  spread  out 

The  entire  area  of  the  two  planes  above  described  may  be  esti- 
mated in  round  numbers  at  about  3000  square  miles,  from  which  for 
the  present,  deducting  that  portion  of  the  surface  occupied  by  the 
counties  of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne,  within  which  the  beds  of 
Tertiary  marl,  though  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  continued  be- 
neath, have  as  yet  been  reached  only  at  one  or  two  points,  there 
will  remain  upwards  of  2000  square  miles  of  territory  on  the  south 
side  of  James  river  underlaid  extensively,  if  not  uninterruptedly,  by 
the  shelly  strata.  The  perfect  continuity  of  these  subjacent  beds 
throughout  the  wide  tract  whose  area  has  been  mentioned,  it  would 
obviously  be  impossible  to  demonstrate— nor,  judging  by  analogy,  is 
it  likely  that  such  would  be  the  condition  presented  by  them  were 
it  possible  to  lay  bare  the  level  at  which  they  repose.  We  might 
rather  expect  to  find  them  overspreading  numerous  areas  of  greater 
or  less  extent,  separated  by  spaces  in  which  few  or  no  shells  had 
been  deposited — while  in  some  cases,  at  still  greater  depths,  the 
spaces  barren  above  would  be  found  occupied  by  beds  of  marl,  and 
the  higher  marl  beds  underlaid  by  unproductive  sands  and  clays. 
But  though  these  variations  in  the  character  of  the  subjacent  strata 
may  with  reason  be  inferred  to  exist,  the  multiplied  observations 
made  in  all  parts  of  this  region  where  exposures  of  marl,  either  nat- 
ural or  artificial,  could  be  met  with,  concur  in  showing  that  with  but 
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mooQsiderable  differences  as  to  depth  below  the  general  level  of  the 
plain,  deposits  of  marl  may  be  anticipated,  if  not  at  every  spot,  in 
every  neighbourhood  of  any  considerable  extent.  As  examined 
along  the  Blackwater,  Nottoway  and  Meherrin  rivers,  and  their  nu- 
raeroas  tribntaries,  both  great  and  small,  as  well  as  at  various  points 
where  exposures  were  presented  at  some  distance  from  the  streams, 
great  general  uniformity  was  observed  both  in  the  characters  of  the 
several  strata  of  marl  reposing  in  succession  one  upon  the  other,  and 
in  the  depth  below  the  common  level  of  the  surface  of  the  surround- 
ing plain,  at  which  each  of  the  respective  layers  was  placed.  That 
in  many  portions  of  this  tract,  remote  from  the  chief  rivers  by  which 
it  is  intersected,  few  or  no  natural  developments  of  the  shelly  strata 
should  have  been  discovered,  admits  of  easy  explanation,  when  we 
bear  in  mind  tliat  excepting  towards  its  eastern  margin,  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  streams,  the  uniform  level  of  the  surface  is  never  inter- 
rupted by  deep  ravines,  and  that  the  shallow  trenches  occasionally 
occurring  penetrate  too  little  beneath  the  surface  to  reach  the  com- 
mon level  at  which  the  marl  is  usually  found. 

High  up  along  the  Nansemond  river,  and  along  the  Blackwater, 
Nottoway  and  Mehenin,  as  well  as  their  branches,  a  striking  con- 
stancy is  remarked  in  the  position  of  that  portion  of  the  series  of 
marl  deposits  called  the  blue  marl,  the  lowest  of  the  series  as  ex- 
posed in  this  and  other  parts  of  the  area  occupied  by  the  Miocene 
Tertiary  of  the  state.  At  almost  every  point  where  it  has  been  ex- 
amined, excepting  along  the  eastern  limits  of  the  plateau,  where  it 
gently  dips  beneath  the  level  of  the  tide,  not  again  to  appear  at  the 
surface,  this  stratum  may  be  seen  skirting  the  water  line  in  a  slightly 
modulating  band,  and  rarely  rising  to  the  height  of  many  feet  above 
the  stream.  In  the  southern  portion  of  the  tract  this  feature  is  most 
uniformly  displayed,  while  near  to  the  James  river  a  decided  rise  of 
the  strata  may  be  discerned  as  we  trace  them  westwards — ^thus 
bringing  the  blue  marl  and  the  incumbent  portions  of  the  series, 
where  preserved,  to  a  greater  elevation  above  the  level  of  the  water 
— a  feature  yet  more  distinctly  marked  in  the  Tertiary  districts  lying 
north  of  the  James  river.  The  general  ])aralleUsm  thus  maintained 
between  the  plane  of  the  marl  and  that  of  the  rivers  throughout 
most  parts  of  the  southern  tract,  distinctly  indicates  a  gentle  decli- 
nation of  the  marl  in  a  southerly  direction,  or  that  in  which  the 
Blackwater,  Nottoway  and  Meherrin  flow — and  indeed  it  might  with 
some  reason  be  maintained,  that  the  sloping  of  these  beds  in  that 
direction,  as  well  as  the  comparatively  unyielding  nature  of  the  tena- 
cious clays  of  which  they  are  principally  made  up,  have  exerted  an 
important  agency  in  determining  the  drainage  in  that  direction,  as 
well  as  in  preventing  the  streams  from  forming  a  deeper  channel 
than  is  furnished  a  few  feet  below  the  upper  surface  of  these  beds. 

It  will  be  inferred  from  these  remarks,  that  throughout  most  of 
the  area  of  which  I  am  treating,  the  blue  marl  cannot  be  reached  at 
depths  much  less  than  that  of  the  level  of  the  principal  stream,  and 
that  explorations  should  never  be  regarded  as  unsuccessful  until  that 
depth  has  been  attained.    It  may,  I  think,  also  be  inferred  from  the 
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pecnliar  uniformity  of  position  and  character  of  these  beds,  that  a 
very  general^  though  not  uninterrupted  expansion  of  them  would  be 
found  spreading  away  from  the  margins  of  the  streams  to  pass  be- 
neath the  highlands  in  which,  from  their  level  topography,  no  ex- 
posures have  yet  been  found.  Nor  can  it  be  admitted  as  presenting 
an  objection  to  this  very  pleasing  deduction  from  the  facte  observed, 
that  no  such  general  continuity  of  the  strata  is  met  with  along  the 
southern  shore  of  the  James  river  in  tracing  the  Miocene  marl  from 
its  most  eastern  to  its  most  western  exposure,  comprising  a  breadth 
east  and  west  of  about  40  miles.  The  immediate  basin  of  this  river 
often  presents  for  many  continuous  miles  along  the  margin  of  the 
water,  and  even  to  some  distance  inland,  deposits  of  sand  and  clay 
unmixed  with  shells,  evincing  in  many  places  by  the  vegetable  re- 
mains and  other  alluvial  relics  they  enclose,  that  they  belong  not  to 
the  Tertiary  formation,  but  owe  their  existence  to  the  transporting 
and  accumulating  labour  of  the  stream  itself,  in  periods  subsequent 
to  that  in  which  the  Tertiary  plain  became  dry  land.  The  bluff-like 
line  of  hills  by  which  we  ascend  from  these  flats  to  the  level  of  the 
Tertiary  plateau,  are  the  true  margin  of  the  formation,  as  they  would 
appear  also  to  have  been  once  the  barriers  that  confined  the  ampler 
volume  of  waters  that  through  the  broad  and  winding  channel 
wrought  across  the  Tertiary  plain  found  their  passage  to  the  ocean. 
Indeed,  as  observed  in  a  former  report,  very  inadequate  ideas  would 
be  formed  of  the  continuity  and  extent  of  the  marl  strata,  from  ob- 
servations on  any  of  our  great  rivers,  and  to  none  is  this  remark 
more  applicable  than  that  which  forms  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
tract  of  which  I  am  treating. 

Of  the  probability  that  the  marl  is  continued  eastward  beneath 
some  parts  at  least  of  the  low  plain  of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne 
counties,  incidental  mention  has  already  been  made,  and  the  reasons 
for  entertaining  such  a  hope  may  not  inappropriately  be  presented 
at  this  time.  Lest,  however,  too  sanguine  expectations  should  be 
indulged  of  realizing  so  interesting  a  conjecture,  it  is  proper  to  re- 
mark, that  though  diligent  enquiry,  aided  by  shallow  borings  at 
several  places,  was  made  throughout  this  region,  and  along  the  ca- 
nal and  feeder  and  at  other  points  within  the  Dismal  swamp,  no 
unequivocal  deposit  has  yet  been  found  excepting  in  the  vicinity  ot 
the  Great  Bridge  in  Norfolk  county,  and  four  and  a  half  miles 
northeast  of  Suffolk  near  the  western  margin  of  the  swamp.  Of 
these  the  latter  consists  of  bine  marl,  identical  in  character  with 
the  upper  portion  of  that  formation  west.  The  former  was  of  more 
ambiguous  character,  and  for  want  of  a  sufficient  variety  of  shells 
cannot  yet  be  decidedly  referred  to  a  place  in  either  of  the  members 
of  the  Miocene  Tertiary  hereafter  to  be  described. 

I  have  already  stated  that  along  the  eastern  escarpment  of  the 
Tertiary  plateau,  the  blue  marl,  where  in  view,  is  observed  to  dip 
gently  though  irregularly  in  a  direction  which  would  carry  it  be- 
neath the  low  plain  lying  towards  the  sea — and  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, the  overlying  marly  strata  incUne  in  a  corresponding  direo- 
>  tion.    Thua  in  tracing  tbese  beds  as  exposed  on  the  shores  of  the 
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Nansemond  river,  from  the  month  of  Bennetts  creek,  where  they 
first  appear,  up  towards  Suffolk,  the  first  exposures  as  thej  emerge 
above  the  water  line  are  observed  to  consiBt  of  the  fragmeutarj 
and  yellowish  marls,  known  to  be  higher  in  position  than  the  bine. 
But  bending  westward,  as  we  ascend,  we  observe  the  blue  marl 
rising  into  view  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sleepy  Hole  ferry,  and 
after  emerging  a  little  higher,  continuing  generally  exposed  to  the 
height  of  a  few  feet  above  the  water  line,  throughout  the  reach  of 
the  river  below  Suffolk,  having  a  north  and  south  direction.  So 
also  at  Day^s  Point,  the  most  eastern  exposure  of  marl  immediately 
on  the  southern  bank  of  James  river,  the  shelly  stratum  that  first 
emerges  from  the  beach,  at  a  short  distance  above  the  mouth  of 
Pagan  creek,  consisting  of  the  overlying  bed  of  ferruginous  marl,  is 
seen  gradually  rising  to  a  higher  level  as  we  ascend  the  river,  until 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  and  in  a  direction  K.  W.  from  the 
point  at  which  the  marl  first  came  in  view,  we  see  the  blue  stratum 
beginning  to  shew  itself  beneath  the  other,  and  soon  with  a  gentle 
slope  rising  to  the  height  of  several  feet  above  the  base  of  the  river 
bank. 

This  general  declination  towards  the  south  and  east,  along  the 
mnrgin  of  the  higher  plateau,  as  well  as  throughout  its  whole  ex- 
tent, as  formerly  remarked  upon,  can  hardly  fail  to  be  regarded  as 
favouring  the  opinion  that  the  lower  of  these  beds,  to  wit,  the 
blue  marl,  is  continued  seaward  beneath  the  contiguous  flats,  and 
though  probably  in  general  with  increasing  depth  as  it  stretches 
towards  the  ocean,  not  too  much  removed  from  the  surface  to  be 
accessible  by  moderate  excavations  along  the  eastern  portion  of 
this  lower  plain.  But  of  the  persistency  of  the  upper  light  coloured 
beds  of  the  marl  beneath  this  tract,  the  probability  is  far  less,,  as 
those  destroying  agencies,  whether  of  tides  or  currents,  whose 
traces  are  so  deeply  impressed  along  the  ragged  aud  channelled 
escarpment  of  the  higher  plateau,  could  hardly  have  spared  these 
more  superficial  and  less  resisting  materials. 

Whether  the  shelly  strata  in  question,  should  they  exist  beneath 
this  tract,  are  within  such  a  distance  of  the  surface  of  any  consid- 
erable portion  of  its  area  as  to  render  the  requisite  excavations 
sufficiently  cheap  to  be  of  economical  advantage,  can  only  be  de- 
termined by  a  sj^stematio  exploration  by  means  of  borings  at  nu- 
merous places,  carried  to  a  considerable  depth.  These,  from  the 
attendant  expense,  and  the  time  they  would  consume,  I  have  not 
felt  justified  in  undertaking  in  connection  with  the  survey,  more 
especially  too,  as  with  some  combination  of  effort  among  neighbuur- 
ing  proprietors,  this  simple  operation  could  be  conducted  as  success- 
fully by  the  persons  immediately  interested  as  by  myself  or  any  of 
the  members  of  the  corps.  I  cannot  however  dismiss  this  topic 
without  suggesting  the  expediency  of  such  borings  in  various  places 
throughout  the  western  portion  of  this  tract,  and  tendering  such 
assistance  and  advice  as  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  give  to  those 
who  may  feel  disposed  to  enter  upon  such  an  experiment.  I  would 
further  suggest,  that  the  probability  of  the  existence  of  the  marl 
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thronghoat  a  portion  of  this  tract  does  not  appear  to  me  the  less 
from  the  absence  of  marl  beds  in  the  deep  excavations  made  at  the 
navy  yard  and  dry  dock  in  the  vicinity  of  Portsmouth,  for  from 
the  character  of  the  strata  there  penetrated,  they  would  seem  to 
have  originated  as  deposits  from  the  neighbouring  rivers,  not  likely 
to  extend  inland  to  any  great  distance,  or  should  they  be  of  more 
general  occurrence,  they  might  perhaps  prove  to  be  strata  overlying 
the  marl — in  which  event,  however,  its  depth  throughout^  that 
neighbourhood  at  least  would  reuder  it  unavailing  for  any  useful 
purpose. 

Chapter  3. 

Of  the  Paaitvm  and  Limits  of  the  Eocene  Tertiary  as  presented  in 
the  Tract  South  of  the  James  Riv&r, 

The  existence  of  strata  appertaining  to  this  the  lowest  and  most 
ancient  division  of  the  Tertiary  formation  along  the  James  river,  as 
well  as  at  a  few  points  lying  towards  the  south,  was  announced  in 
the  report  of  the  geological  reoonnoissance  of  the  state,  and  at  the 
same  time  some  details  were  given  in  regard  to  its  character,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  overlying  Miocene,  as  observed  at  several  inter- 
esting localities  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  river.  Since  that  time, 
as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  succeeding  reports,  its  boundaries 
have  been  traced  to  the  Potomac,  and  the  characters  of  the  various 
beds  of  which  it  is  composed,  in  regard  to  mineral  and  fossil  con- 
tents, as  well  as  agricultural  eflBcacy,  has  been  made  the  subject  of 
minute  examination.  Still  more  recently  the  limits  of  this  forma- 
tion, as  exposed  on  the  James  river,  and  traced  southwards  until  it 
ceases  to  be  revealed  either  in  natural  or  artificial  sections  of  the 
country,  have  been  attentively  explored.  Of  tlie  general  results  of 
these  observations,  the  following  brief  sketch  will,  it  is  thought,  be 
deemed  sufficient  for  the  present. 

In  tracing  the  Miocene  marl  westwards  by  the  numerous  inter- 
rupted exposures  in  which  it  is  disclosed  along  the  southern  bank 
of  the  James  river,  after  passing  a  point  a  little  above  the  mouth  of 
Chipoak's  creek,  the  strata  contiguous  to  the  river,  and  generally 
for  some  distance  inland,  are  found  to  consist  of  sands  and  clays  de- 
void of  shells  or  their  impressions,  plainly  referring  themselves  to 
the  more  recent  class  of  deposits  due  in  great  part  to  the  operations 
of  the  stream,  and  to  that  diluvial  rush  of  waters,  of  whose  agency 
numerous  evidences  are  met  with  throughout  the  Tertiary  plain. 
This  feature  is  maintained  along  the  shore  as  far  as  a  point  about 
fths  of  a  mile  below  the  mouth  of  Powell's  creek,  though  at  some 
distance  inland  both  north  and  south  of  the  river,  as  might  be 
expected,  exposures  of  the  true  Miocene  marl  are  met  with. 

At  the  point  just  mentioned,  the  Eocene  first  makes  its  appear- 
ance in  the  base  of  the  river  bank,  extending  along  the  shore  only 
for  a  short  distance.  It  is  of  a  light  colour,  quite  indurated,  con- 
taining impressions  of  shells,  and  occasionally  an  Eocene  oyster. 
With  some  interruptions  it  may  be  traced  westwards  to  near  the 
mouth  of  the  creek,  gradually  rising  until  it  reaches  a  height  of 
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about  three  feet.  Through ont  this  line  of  exposares,  the  shelly 
stratum  is  generally  overlaid  by  a  ferruginous  band  from  8  to  18 
inches  in  thickness,  containing  at  many  points  small  crystals  of 
selenite  or  crystalized  gypsum.  This  gypseous  bed  is  covered  by  a 
layer  composed  almost  entirely  of  pebbles,  which  may  be  regarded 
as  marking  the  upper  boundary  of  the  Eocene,  and  upon  this  re- 
poses a  bed  of  pipe  clay ;  the  Miocene  strata,  seen  at  other  points 
inland,  as  well  as  above  on  the  river  shore,  having  been  removed  in 
this  vicinity  by  local  agencies. 

Still  higher  up,  at  Coggin's  Point,  Tarbay  and  Evergreen,  the 
beds  of  Eocene  are  observed  emerging  at  a  greater  elevation,  and 
from  the  height  of  the  river  cliffs  at  several  places,  an  opportunity 
i<«  afforded  of  viewing  the  incumbent  beds  of  Miocene  in  the  upper 
parts  of  the  same  exposure  in  which  the  Eocene  is  seen  below.  Of 
the  principal  features  remarked  at  these  interesting  localities,  some 
account  having  been  given  in  a  former  report,  their  further  and 
more  detailed  consideration  will  be  omitted  for  the  present.  Still 
pursuing  our  course  upwards  along  the  river  shore,  we  find  numer- 
ous interrupted  exposures.  At  City  Point  it  is  seen  for  a  distance 
of  several  hundred  yards  rising  a  few  feet  above  the  base  of  the 
bank,  presenting  a  dark  brownish  green  colour,  a  sandy,  micaceous 
and  slightly  tenacious  texture,  and  containing  a  slight  intermixture 
of  sulphate  of  iron  and  gypsum,  and  impressions  of  shells,  with  lit- 
tle or  no  shelly  matter.  The  green  sand  to  which  it  owes  its  colour, 
besides  being  generally  diffused,  is  seen  occasionally  collected  into 
spots.  Here,  as  at  most  of  the  other  localities,  the  greenish  stratum 
is  overlaid  by  ferruginous  clays  and  a  gravelly  bed,  often  assuming 
the  character  of  a  coarse  ferruginous  sandstone.  Similar  appear- 
ances are  presented  by  these  beds,  as  disclosed  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river  at  Herring  creek,  Berkeley,  Shirley  and  other  places, 
the  lower  stratum  of  a  dark  green  colour  being  found  to  extend  to 
the  depth  of  many  feet  below  the  base  of  the  bank,  containing  a 
considerable  proportion  of  green  sand,  and  abounding  in  impressions 
of  shells,  while  the  upper  beds  of  the  Eocene,  where  exposed  along 
Herring  creek,  present  a  good  proportion  of  shells  in  an  nndecom- 
posed  condition.  At  Mr.  Archer's  and  Mr.  Allen's  above  Bermuda 
Hundred,  the  lowest  strata  of  the  formation  are  displayed  at  nu- 
merous places  along  the  river  shores,  containing  a  few  unchanged 
shells,  and  abounding  particularly  at  the  latter  place  in  casts  of  the 
turreted  shell  usually  found  near  the  bottom  of  the  formation.  At 
Deephole,  the  most  western  exposure  of  the  Eocene,  immediately 
on  the  river,  the  marly  bed  consisting  of  an  indurated  light  coloured 
calcareous  clay,  abounding  in  casts  of  the  shell  just  referred  to, 
after  continuing  at  a  level  of  2  or  8  feet  above  the  surface  for  a 
short  distance  up  the  river,  is  seen  to  rise  at  a  considerable  angle, 
until  its  lower  boundary  emerging  from  the  base  of  the  river  bank, 
discloses  a  stratum  of  decomposing  micaceous  sandstone. 

Here  terminates  the  series  of  Tertiary  deposits,  so  far  as  disclosed 
along  the  river.  The  sandstone  in  question  marking  the  upper  limit 
of  a  formation  which  is  irregularly  extended  over  the  granite  and 
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otLer  primary  rocks  in  this  and  the  more  northern  portion  of  the 
state  in  the  same  meridian,  refers  itself  by  the  fossils  it  contains,  as 
well  as  by  its  position,  to  a  class  of  deposits  of  more  ancient  forma- 
tion than  any  of  the  I'ertiary  group,  and  is  clearly  ascertained  to 
belong  to  tbe  later  of  the  secondary  class  of  rocks,  being  not  widely 
separated  in  the  series  from  the  strata  of  sandstones  and  slates  asso- 
ciated with  the  coal  of  Chesterfield,  Powhatan,  Henrico  and  Gooch- 
land connties.  The  npper  surface  of  this  sandstone  formation,  worn 
and  broken  in  a  very  irregular  manner,  and  not  unfrequently  cov- 
ered with  a  layer  of  coarse  pebbles,  bears  witness  to  the  destroying 
energy  of  the  currents  which  swept  over  it  prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Tertiary  deposits,  and  thus  marks  an  epoch  of  violence 
in  the  early  geological  history  of  this  region.  It  is  on  this  account 
that  these  sandstones  display  remarkable  irregularity  as  to  thickness 
and  texture,  as  displayed  at  intervals  higher  up  the  river,  and  in 
some  parts  of  the  belt  over  which  they  are  generally  spread  out, 
they  appear  to  have  been  entirely  removed,  permitting  the  lower 
Tertiary  beds  to  rest  immediately  upon  the  granite. 

South  of  the  James  river  this  irregularity  in  the  subjacent 
secondary  sandstone  is  much  more  strongly  marked  than  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  belt  as  it  extends  with  a  variably  increasing 
breadth  across  the  South  and  North  Anna  and  Rappahannock  rivers 
as  far  as  the  Potomac.  Hence,  as  might  be  inferred,  the  limits  of 
the  Tertiary  beds  towards  the  west,  or  where  they  join  this  older 
formation,  present  the  most  complicated  sinuosities.  Indeed  islands 
and  peninsulas  of  the  sandstone  are  met  with  some  distance  east- 
ward of  its  general  boundary,  while  inlets  of  the  Tertiary  strata  are 
seen  penetrating  beyond  it  to  the  west.  Thus  on  a  branch  of  the 
Appomattox  just  above  the  fork  near  Broadway,  on  a  meridian  sev- 
eral miles  to  the  east  of  that  of  Peteraburg,  these  layers  of  coarse 
and  fine  sandstones  and  conglomerates  are  seen  lying  horizontally 
one  upon  the  other,  forming  a  cliff  about  fifty  feet  in  height,  while 
in  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg  the  greenish  sandy  strata  of  the  Eocene 
are  found.  It  may  well  be  imagined  therefore,  that  near  its  western 
margin  the  usual  continuity  of  the  Tertiary  marl  formation  will  be 
liable  to  frequent  and  sudden  interruptions,  and  that  from  its  exist- 
ence on  one  estate  no  argument  can  be  drawn  for  its  presence  on 
that  which  lies  contiguous  and  in  the  same  meridian. 

This  belt  of  sandstones,  forming  further  north  so  important  a 
feature  in  the  geology  of  the  western  confines  of  the  Tertiary  tract, 
continues  but  a  short  distance  south  of  the  James  river.  Suddenly 
terminating,  so  far  as  superficial  exposures  are  concerned,  on  the 
Appomattox  in  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg,  no  indications  of  it  are 
met  with  further  south  in  its  previous  position,  between  the  Ter- 
tiary strata  and  the  ledge  of  primary  rooks,  and  only  in  one  instance 
has  a  rock  resembling  it  been  found  in  the  country  lying  soutH  of 
the  neighbourhood  of  Petersburg.  Neither,  as  far  as  I  know,  does 
it  make  its  appearance  in  North  Carolina.  The  insulated  locality 
just  referred  to,  is  in  the  bed  of  the  Nottoway  river,  about  4  miles 
above  BoUing's  bridge,  where  a  rock  forming  the  natural  founda- 
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tioQ  of  a  bridge,  is  exposed  for  a  short  distance  Dearly  on  a  le^el 
with  the  water,  bearing  a  close  resemblance  to  the  formation  re- 
ferred to,  and  which  there  is  strong  reason  for  believing  is  geologi- 
cally the  same.  From  the  smuU  area  occupied  by  these  sandstones 
on  the  surface  of  the  tract  south  of  the  Jumes  river,  as  well  as  the 
frequent  overlapping  of  the  Tertiary  beds,  1  did  not  deem  it  im- 
portant in  describing  under  a  preceding  head  the  general  character 
of  the  western  boundary  of  the  upper  Tertiary  plain,  to  advert  to 
the  small  thickness  of  these  rocks  interposed  between  the  marl  and 
the  ledge  of  primary.  Nor  indeed  in  any  part  of  the  state  is  snch 
a  reference  necessary  in  fixing  the  general  limit  of  the  Tertiary  in 
this  direction,  since  every  where  throughout  their  range  we  find 
these  sandstones  more  or  less  overlaid  by  the  marl,  and  permitting 
the  close  approach  and  not  un frequently  the  contact  of  the  latter 
with  the  primary.  But  in  tracing  more  in  detail  the  boundaries  of 
the  Eocene  or  Tertiary  marl,  I  have  deemed  it  not  uninteresting  in 
an  economical  as  well  as  geological  point  of  view,  to  present  the 
reader  with  an  explanation  of  the  irregular  manner  in  which  the 
Tertiary  strata  may  be  expected  to  occur  every  where  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  sandstone  formation. 

It  will  be  inferred  from  the  preceding  remarks  that  throughout 
most  of  the  Tertiary  tract,  south  of  the  James  river,  the  true  line 
of  termination  for  the  marl  is  at  the  commencement  of  the  primary 
rocks,  though  as  formerly  stated,  this  line  is  scarcely  less  inflected 
and  irregular  than  that  which  marks  the  contact  of  the  marl  with 
the  sandstones.  As  examples  of  this  irregularity,  cited  formerly  in 
a  general  way,  I  may  point  the  reader  to  a  locality  on  the  Nottoway 
near  the  mouth  of  Harry^s  swamp,  and  between  8  and  4  miles 
higher  up  than  the  spot  in  which  the  solitary  exposure  of  sand- 
stone occurs,  and  to  several  points  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hick^s 
ford — at  all  of  which  we  find  granite  or  other  primary  rocks  rising 
through  the  marl,  thus  affording  exposures  of  the  latter  to  the  west 
as  well  as  to  the  east  of  the  former.  Without  entering  into  details 
illustrating  the  more  important  flexures  of  this  boundary  line,  it 
will  suffice  for  the  present  to  indicate  the  general  margin  of  the 
Tertiary  by  a  straight  line  connecting  Petersburg  and  Hick^s  ford, 
and  thence  continued  to  the  state  line. 

It  might  be  expected  from  the  continuity  of  the  Eocene  strata, 
as  heretofore  carefully  traced  from  the  Potomac  to  the  James  river, 
that  they  would  be  found  prolonged  as  a  continuation  of  the  same 
belt,  lying  at  the  foot  of  the  Tertiary  ridge,  throughout  the  tract 
lying  southward  of  that  river.  But  though  as  already  described, 
they  shew  themselves  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  river,  lying  be- 
neath the  Miocene,  from  a  point  a  little  below  Powell's  creek  in 
Prince  George,  to  Deep  hole  in  Chesterfield — thus  occupying  a 
width  from  east  to  west  of  not  less  than  15  miles — and  though  as 
far  south  as  a  line  drawn  a  little  south  of  Petersburg  they  are  still 
met  with  near  the  water  level,  yet  throughout  the  remainder  of  the 
Tertiary  tract  lying  in  the  direction  of  this  Eocene  belt,  no  unequiv- 
ocal indications  of  the  continuation  of  this  lower  member  of  the 
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Tertiary  series  can  be  found.  At  a  single  locality  within  this  tract, 
immediately  contignous  to  the  exposure  of  sandstone  previously 
mentioned  as  occurring  on  the  Nottoway  above  Bolling^s  bridge,  a 
nodular  and  highly  calcareous  material  was  some  years  ago  met 
with  in  digging  a  small  canal.  This  in  general  aspect  and  composi- 
tion bears  a  striicing  resemblance  to  the  calcareous  concretions 
often  found  embedded  in  the  Eocene,  but  from  the  want  of  fossil 
impressions  on  these  masses,  it  would  be  impossible  to  infer  with 
confidence  to  what  division  of  the  Tertiary  they  belong.  As,  how- 
ever, from  their  position  where  met  with,  they  were  evidently  from 
a  stratum  resting  on  the  sandstone  shown  at  contiguous  points — 
and  as  this  is  almost  certainly  in  a  geological  sense  the  same  with 
the  sandstone  immediately  underlying  the  Eocene  on  the  James 
liver  and  in  other  parts  of  the  state,  it  may  be  inferred  as  highly 
probable  that  the  calcareous  material  in  question  is  the  representa- 
tive of  that  portion  of  the  Tertiary  in  the  region  where  it  was 
found. 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  from  all  that  has  been  said  on  this 
subject,  that  both  the  sandstone  and  the  Eocene  Tertiary,  if  pro- 
longed continuously  towards  the  south,  must  lie  at  a  depth  that 
places  them  beyond  the  reach  of  the  excavating  power  of  the 
streams.  Bearing  in  mind  the  interesting  fact  referred  to  under  a 
former  head,  that  throughout  this  portion  of  the  upper  Tertiary 
pl^n,  the  blue  marl,  a  higher  formation  than  the  Eocene,  preserves 
a  nearly  uniform  level  of  a  few  feet  above  the  water  line  of  the 
rivers,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  the  latter  should  be  reached 
by  any  of  the  natural  excavations  of  the  country,  much  less  that 
the  underlying  sandstone  should  make  its  appearance  on  the  river 
banks.  It  is  moreover  worthy  of  observation  as  regards  the  ques- 
tion now  in  view,  as  well  as  the  fact  of  the  comparatively  gentle 
slope  and  shallow  channels  of  the  three  principal  streams  intersect- 
ing this  region,  that  while  in  common  with  the  James,  York  and 
Rappahannock  rivers,  they  flow  from  a  belt  of  very  uniform  eleva- 
tion, immediately  below  the  falls,  and  terminate  their  course  at  an 
unvarying  level  to  the  east,  the  three  streams  in  question  are  com- 
pelled, by  the  direction  they  pursue,  to  traverse  a  much  greater 
actual  distance  in  making  the  same  approach  as  the  others  to  the 
ocean  level. 

C11A.PTER    4. 
Order  of  the  Strata  in  this  Region  frora  tlie  Granite  up. 

Having,  by  the  descriptions  above  given,  furnished  the  reader 
with  the  means  of  clearly  marking  on  the  map  the  general  divisions 
of  the  Tertiary  plain  south  of  the  James  river,  and  of  forming  cor- 
rect views  as  regards  the  positions  and  relations  of  the  principal 
groups  of  strata  within  its  limits,  I  proceed  to  a  brief  account  of  the 
arrangement  in  which  those  groups  occur,  with  the  view  more  par- 
ticularly of  drawing  attention  to  the  subdivisions  of  the  Miocene 


Tertiary,  which,  wherever  presented,  have  been  foond  distinguished 
bj  well  marked  peculiarities. 

To  aid  the  reader  in  acquiring  clear  conceptions  of  the  order  in 
which  the  several  strata  of  this  region,  wherever  met  with,  have 
been  found  to  be  arranged,  as  well  as  of  the  appearances  presented 
at  the  planes  of  junction  of  the  several  groups  or  formations,  indica- 
tive of  intervening  periods  marked  by  the  wearing  or  denuding  ac- 
tion'of  water,  I  have  constructed  the  following  column  or  vertical 
section  of  the  strata  from  the  surface  of  the  primary,  which  was 
antecedent  to  them  all,  to  that  of  the  soil,  which  is  the  most  recent 
and  covers  them  at  top. 

Explanation  of  thb  Geological  Column. 

A  to  B — Represents  the  beds  of  sand  and  gravel,  usually  lying  im- 
mediately below  the  soil,  which  from  their  oblique  position 
and  the  general  coarseness  of  the  materials,  indicate  a  de- 
position under  the  influence  of  strong  currents.  This  over- 
spreading the  region  extensively,  and  evidently  due  to  some 
general  cause,  is  properly  to  be  regarded  as  Diluvium. 

B  to  C — Horizontal  beds  of  sand  and  clay,  prior  to  the  diluvium, 
and  partially  and  sometimes  entirely  removed  at  the  time 
of  its  deposition. 

0  to  D — Upper  portion  of  the  Yellow  marl — ^a  conglomerate  of  frag- 

ments— containing  in  its  lower  parts,  nearly  entire,  but 
water- worn  shells. 

D  to  E — Lower  portion  of  the  Yellow  marl — shells  contained  in  a 
friable  sand,  and  near  the  bottom  in  a  tenacious  clay — 
numerous  species  above,  mactra  modicella  almost  entirely 
beneath. 

E  to  F — Upper  Blue  marl — ^a  blue  clay  of  fine  texture — rich  in  mac- 
tra modicella — shells  becoming  more  various  as  we  descend. 

F  to  G — Lower  Blue  marl — a  more  sandy  material — abounding  both 
in  the  number  and  variety  of  its  shells. 
G — Thin  band  of  pebbles,  separating  the  Miocene  from  the  Eo- 
cene Tertiary. 

G  to  n — Eocene  on  the  James  river — clays  and  sands  usually  of  a 
greenish  tinge — containing  shells  and  their  impressions — 
often  presenting  a  considerable  proportion  of  green  sand 
and  some  gypsum. 

H  to  I — Sandstone  formation — deeply  channelled  above — before  the 
deposition  of  the  Eocene. 

1  to  K — Granite  and  other  primary  rocks,  upon  which  the  sand- 

stone rests. 

In  this  column  it  will  be  seen,  that  between  the  primary  rocks 
and  the  blue  marl,  or  lowest  of  the  Miocene  beds,  both  the  second- 
ary sandstone  and  the  Eocene  are  interposed,  although  their  pres- 
ence in  a  large  portion  of  the  region  south  of  the  James  river  is  to 
be  regarded  as  only  a  somewhat  probable  inference,  not  a  demon- 
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strated  fact  In  this  particular,  therefore,  the  representation  is  to 
be  looked  npon  as  applying  with  undoubted  accuracy,  only  to  that 
portion  of  tbe  tract  lying  along  and  near  the  James  river,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  is  also  a  faithful  picture  of  the  whole  series  of 
formations  as  observed  in  the  region  north  of  the  river. 

It  should  further  be  borne  in  mind,  that  though  the  succession 
of  strata,  as  to  time  and  order  of  superposition,  is  faithfully  indi- 
cated by  the  figure,  the  whole  of  the  series  of  formations  which  it 
comprises  are  not  to  be  looked  for  at  any  one  locality.  Thus,  while 
near  the  western  margin  of  the  tract  we  may  at  some  points  be  able 
to  discover  the  primary,  tbe  sandstone,  the  Eocene,  and  perhaps  the 
lower  portion  of  the  Miocene,  invariably  resting  the  one  upon  the 
other,  in  the  order  in  which  they  have  been  enumerated,  further  to 
tbe  east  we  will  meet  with  the  remainder  of  the  series,  including 
tlie  blue  and  yellow  and  fragmentary  marls,  the  overlying  horizontal 
clays  and  sands,  and  the  coarser  diluvial  material  immediately  sub- 
jacent to  the  soil,  so  that  by  connecting  such  observations,  made  at 
different  points,  through  the  medium  of  some  one  stratum  whose 
established  identity  enables  us  to  employ  it  as  a  link,  we  are  enabled 
to  construct  the  entire  column  of  formations  in  the  order  in  which 
they  were  deposited. 

Referring  to  the  lower  part  of  this  geological  column,  in  which 
the  secondary  sandstone  is  represented  as  resting  on  the  granite,  it 
is  proper  to  remark  that  though  in  thU  region  no  rocks  more  ancient 
than  the  sandstone  are  interposed  between  it  and  the  irregular  floor 
of  primary  upon  which  it  lies,  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  a  more 
extended  observation  of  facts  to  infer  from  this  that  the  deposition 
of  these  sandstones  constituted  the  next  important  geological  event, 
after  the  elevation  of  the  granite  to  the  position  which  it  now  occu- 
pies. So  far  is  such  an  ii5erence  from  being  correct,  that  upon  a 
wide  survey  and  comparison  of  the  rocks  in  other  parts  of  the  state, 
no  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  all  the  groups  of  limestones,  sand- 
stones, slates,  shales,  and  coal  seams  occupying  the  wide  region 
lying  to  the  west  of  our  Blue  Ridge,  are  of  greatly  higher  antiquity 
than  the  secondary  sandstones  here  referred  to,  and  were  the  geo- 
logical column  complete  in  the  tract  of  which  I  am  now  treating, 
these  Appalachian  and  Alleghany  rocks,  comprising  a  thickness  of 
strata  of  many  thousand  feet,  would  form  but  a  portion  of  the  for- 
mations which  would  be  found  interposed  between  the  primary  rocks 
and  the  secondary  sandstones  here  lying  as  indicated  in  the  column 
in  immediate  contact.  Nor  is  there  anything  to  excite  surprise  in  the 
existence  of  a  hiatus  of  such  vast  extent  in  the  series  of  geological 
formations.  Throughout  a  large  portion  of  our  state  lying  between 
the  head  of  tide  and  the  crest  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  the  primary  rocks 
occupy  the  surface  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  being  simply  cov- 
ered by  the  thin  stratum  of  soil  to  which  they  have  given  origin  by 
their  decomposition,  thus  bringing  into  immediate  juxtaposition 
materials  appertaining  to  the  most  ancient  and  to  modem  geological 
productions.  That  this  poiidon  of  the  area  of  primary  rocks,  as 
well  as  that  upon  which  the  secondary  sandstone  in  question  reposes, 
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were  not  covered  by  deposits  sach  as  are  foand  west  of  the  Bloe 
Ridge,  odIj  serves  to  shew  that  at  the  time  in  which  the  Appala- 
chian and  Alleghany  rocks  were  progressively  forming  beneath  the 
bed  of  the  wide  ocean  whose  waters  extended  from  our  Blue  Ridge 
over  the  great  valley  of  the  west,  the  primary  surface  on  this  side 
was  not  in  a  position  to  receive  these  depositions ;  in  other  words, 
it  was  then,  as  the  most  of  it  is  now,  dry  land.  Along  its  eastern 
margin,  however,  and  over  some  breadth  of  the  primary  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  tract,  as  extending  in  a  direction  to  inter- 
sect our  principal  rivers  near  the  head  of  tide,  at  a  much  later  pe- 
riod than  that  of  the  production  of  the  formations  west  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  this  primary  surface  was  in  a  situation  to  receive  the  sedi- 
mentary material  of  which  the  secondary  sandstones  in  question  are 
composed,  a  material  bearing  evidence  in  its  mineral  nature,  and 
the  large  proportion  of  water  worn  pebbles  it  frequently  contains, 
as  well  as  in  the  character  of  the  organic  relics  by  which  in  many 
places  it  is  abundantly  impressed,  that  the  scene  of  its  production 
was  one  in  which  marine  and  terrestrial  agencies  were  combined, 
the  margin  of  a  broad  estuary  or  a  shallow  sea. 

Looking  now  to  the  group  of  Eocene  strata  resting  on  the  surface 
of  this  sandstone,  where  the  latter  is  present,  we  perceive  in  the 
undulating  line  of  contact  which  so  generally  marks  the  junction  of 
the  two,  and  in  the  accumulation  of  coarse  gravel  near  the  uppet 
limits  of  the  sandstone,  that  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
Eocene  deposits,  the  subjacent  rocks  were  deeply  trenched,  and 
sometimes  almost  entirely  removed  by  powerful  currents  sweeping 
over  their  surface,  bearing  away  the  finer  materials  of  these  rocks, 
and  pouring  into  the  cavities  thus  formed  the  coarse  gravel  and 
pebbles  too  ponderous  to  be  removed.  We  see  too  in  this  rugged 
boundary,  as  thus  simply  depicted  to  the  eye,  and  that  with  far  more 
distinctness  than  could  be  communicated  by  mere  words,  how  great 
must  be  the  irregularity  before  adverted  to,  in  the  outline  of  the 
Eocene  tract  on  the  sui^ace  of  the  Tertiary  plain  where  it  adjoins 
these  sandstones,  and  hence  we  derive  a  strong  impression  of  the 
necessity  of  minute  individual  research  along  the  confines  of  the 
two,  in  deciding  upon  the  presence  or  absence  of  the  Eocene  marl 
in  neighbourhoods  where  it  may  be  desired  to  bring  it  into  use. 

Ascending  in  the  column  to  the  next  group  of  strata,  we  find  the 
Miocene  Tertiary  separated  from  the  Eocene  by  a  band  of  pebbles 
or  coarse  sand,  which,  though  not  always  present,  is  very  generally 
met  with  in  this  place.  These  pebbles,  as  observed  at  numerous 
points  on  the  Potomac,  Rappahannock  and  Pamunkey,  and  less 
abundantly  on  James  river,  are  remarkable  for  their  black  colour, 
and  are  found  more  or  less  diffused  for  some  distance  through  the 
upper  and  lower  beds.  Here  too  is  very  commonly  met  with  a  ferru- 
ginous stratum,  sometimes  having  the  hardness  of  a  rock,  consisting 
usually  of  coarse  sand  and  some  pebbles,  cemented  by  oxide  of  iron. 
But  along  this  bounding  plain,  which  separates  the  Eocene  from  the 
Miocene  divisions  of  our  Tertiary,  excepting  this  thin  band  of  com- 
paratively coarse  material,  we  observe  no  evidences  of  physical  vio- 
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lenoe  having  intervened  between  the  close  of  the  Eocene  and  the 
commencement  of  the  Miocene  deposits.  None  of  that  trenched  and 
channelled  configaration  of  suiface  remarked  in  the  sandstone  is 
here  met  with,  but  the  smooth  and  unbroken  level  of  the  Eocene, 
washed  by  a  gentle  current  just  sufficing  to  develope  the  thin  peb- 
bly band  referred  to,  became  the  recipient  of  the  successive  strata 
of  the  overlying  Miocene. 

Yet  though  such  slight  marks  of  violent  agencies  are  perceived 
in  the  interval  between  the  two  formations,  so  far  as  they  are  ex- 
posed in  Virginia,  it  is  interesting  to  observe  how  great  a  change 
took  place  in  the  character  of  the  deposits  when  the  Miocene  strata 
began  to  be  formed.  The  green  sand,  comparatively  so  abundant  in 
some  of  the  Eocene  beds,  and  thence  imparting  to  them  the  deep 
greenish  colour  for  which  they  are  distinguished,  is  scattered  much 
more  sparingly  through  the  Miocene  strata,  and  is  often  scarcely  to 
be  discerned  at  all,  while  the  relics  of  organic  life,  consisting  chiefly 
of  shells,  met  with  in  such  numbers  in  the  Eocene,  are  with  perhaps 
a  single  exception  discontinued  in  the  overlying  formation,  to  make 
way  for  a  far  greater  variety  of  species,  distinct  from  those  below. 
It  is  indeed  a  remarkable  fact,  that,  one  doubtful  case  excepted,  no 
shells  have  been  met  with  in  Virginia  common  ,to  the  two  forma- 
tions, and  that  the  inspection  of  a  single  shell  will  therefore  enable 
the  observer  confidently  to  pronounce  upon  the  character  of  the 
stratum  whence  it  was  taken,  whether  as  pertaining  to  the  Eocene 
or  Miocene  division  of  the  Tertiary.  It  has  been  for  want  of  such  a 
relic,  or  the  cast  of  it,  in  the  calcareous  concretionary  material  for- 
merly noticed  as  occurring  above  Boiling's  bridge  on  the  Nottoway, 
that  I  have  been  thus  far  unable  to  form  a  decided  opinion  as  to  the 
presence  of  the  Eocene  in  that  region,  and  the  discovery  of  only  a 
solitary  shell  or  its  impression  may,  by  removing  existing  doubts, 
furnish  a  motive  for  exploring  beneath  the  blue  marl  in  some  por- 
tions of  that  district  for  beds  of  Eocene  that  at  some  future  day 
may  become  of  economical  importance.  Those  who,  misconceiving 
the  objects  the  geological  explorer  has  in  view  in  collecting  and 
scrutinizing  with  so  much  care  the  shells  and  other  fossil  rehcs  of 
our  marl  beds  and  other  strata,  are  disposed  to  regard  his  labour  and 
attention  as  at  best  bestowed  to  gratify  a  scientific  but  useless  curi- 
osity, will  perceive  in  the  facts  here  stated  a  striking  illustration  of 
the  practical  results  which  such  enquiries  not  unfrequently  unfold. 

To  what  cause  we  are  to  ascribe  this  remarkable  fact  of  the  al- 
most entire  change  in  the  species  of  shellfish  inhabiting  the  Tertiary 
sea,  in  passing  from  the  Eocene  to  the  Miocene  formation,  is  a  ques- 
tion by  no  means  easy  of  solution.  The  seemingly  almost  quiet  tran- 
sition from  the  one  series  to  the  other,  precludes  the  supposition  of 
any  violent  convulsion  by  which  the  former  races  might  have  been 
extinguished,  and  new  conditions  of  the  ocean  and  its  sediments  in- 
duced favourable  to  the  increase  of  the  various  new  species  which 
flourished  during  the  period  when  the  Miocene  beds  were  forming. 
Yet  as  such  a  change  in  the  sedimentary  matter  is  seen  to  have  taken 
place  along  with  the  introduction  of  this  new  population  in  the  bed 


of  the  ocean,  there  can  he  no  donbt  that  some  important  ph^eal 
revolution  intervened  between  the  £ocene  and  Miocene,  for  the  dis- 
tinct marks  of  whose  violence  we  are  perhaps  to  look  to  other  and 
distant  regions  in  which  these  divisions  of  the  Tertiary  are  devel- 
oped, and  of  the  occurrence  of  some  such,  geologists  abroad  have 
already  become  aware. 

The  Miocene  strata  thus  broadly  distinguished  from  the  Tertiary 
beds  beneath  present,  where  entire,  the  three  subdivisions  repre- 
sented in  the  column,  to  wit :  the  blue  marl,  the  yellow  and  grey 
marl,  and  horizontal  beds  of  fine  sand  and  clay,  of  which  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  treat  in  the  order  enumerated. 

Of  the  Bltie  Marl,  The  strata  here  referred  to  as  occupying  the 
lowest  position  in  the  Miocene  group,  are  distinguished  by  their 
dark  bluish  colour  when  moist,  which  turns  to  a  bluish  grey  on 
drying,  and  by  being  composed  of  a  very  fine  homogeneous  clay  of 
a  soapy  feel,  especially  when  wet.  Towards  its  lower  limit,  ap- 
proaching the  Eocene,  the  texture  of  the  clay  becomes  coarser  and 
less  tenacious  from  the  presence  of  a  considerable  amount  of  gritty 
sand,  and  near  the  bottom  and  sometimes  even  throughout  a  con- 
'  siderable  part  of  its  thickness,  the  sandy  character  is  found  to  pre- 
dominate. The  shells  and  other  fossils  it  contains,  though  generally 
embedded  closely  together,  are  sometimes  very  thinly  disseminated 
through  the  stratum,  and  in  almost  every  case  are  in  beautiful  pres- 
ervation, and  free  from  the  marks  of  violence  met  with  in  the  fossils 
of  some  of  the  overlying  beds.  They  are  of  very  numerous  spe* 
cies,  associated  in  some  cases  with  fragments  of  zoophytes  resem- 
bling corals.  This  variety  of  speeies,  however,  is  chiefly  displayed 
in  the  lower  portions  of  the  strata,  and  is  more  remarkable  m  the 
exposures  in  the  middle  and  western  parts  of  the  Tertiary  tract  than 
near  its  eastern  margin.  The  upper  portions  are  remarkable  through- 
out a  large  extent  of  this  region  for  containing  a  single  species  of 
shell,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  the  rest,  and  often  in  such  great 
numbers  as  to  form  more  than  half  the  entire  weight  of  the  mate- 
rial. This  beautiful  little  fossil  (the  Mactra  Modicella)  is  a  bivalve 
or  shell  consisting  of  two  nearly  equal  and  similar  parts,  of  an  oval 
figure,  about  three  fourths  of  an  inch  in  length  and  three  fifths  in 
breadth.  Though  less  abundant  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  blue  marl 
than  near  the  top,  it  is  still  found  in  considerable  numbers,  mingling 
with  the  other  fossils,  and  may  be  regarded  as  characteristic  of  this 
and  the  next  superior  part  of  the  Miocene  throughout  this  portion 
of  the  state.  In  a  large  number  of  cases,  these  shells  are  found 
with  their  two  valves  in  their  natural  closed  position,  the  interstices 
being  filled  usually  with  the  same  fine  bluish  clay  that  surrounds 
them.  When  disjoined,  as  well  as  in  the  state  just  mentioned,  the 
valves  are  perfect  in  all  their  parts,  retaining  unbroken  the  most 
delicate  processes  and  margins,  and  in  general  still  covered  with  the 
pearly  coating  that  naturally  invests  them.  They  are,  moreover, 
seen  to  be  arranged  in  layers  or  groups  in  the  enclosing  clay,  and 
from  this  and  the  other  facts  just  stated,  may  be  confidently  regarded 


as  oooopying  the  yeiy  positions  in  which  the  saocessive  generatioDB 
of  animals  who  dwelt  in  them  lived  and  died. 

This  great  predominance  of  the  fossil  in  question  is  less  generally 
observed  as  we  trace  the  upper  layer  of  blue  marl  towards  the  west. 
There  the  mactra  is  fonnd  to  be  more  largely  intermixed  with  other 
shells,  so  that  the  distinction  of  this  stratum  f^om  those  beneath  is 
nearly  or  altogether  lost. 

As  formerly  mentioned,  the  blue  marl  is  met  with  at  a  very  uni- 
form level,  of  a  few  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  principal  streams, 
in  all  parts  of  the  district  excepting  along  its  southeastern  margin, 
where  it  descends  with  an  inclinatiOki  towards  the  east  and  south, 
so  as  to  disappear  below  the  water. 

The  general  direction  of  this  line  of  intersection  of  the  upper 
surface  of  the  blue  marl  with  the  water  plain,  may  be  indicated  by 
an  irregularly  inflected  margin,  commencing  at  Day's  Point  on  the 
James  river,  at  the  locality  formerly  mentioned,  a  short  distance 
above  the  mouth  of  Pagan  creek,  crossing  this  creek  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  8mithfield,  intersecting  Chuckatuok  a  little  below  the 
mill,  touching  the  Nansemond  river  a  little  below  Sleepy  Hole  ferry, 
then  taking  a  nearly  meridianal  direction  which  carries  it  west  of 
the  river,  crossing  Western  branch  near  its  mouth,  and  pursuing  the 
direction  of  the  river  to  the  vicinity  of  Suffolk.  Gradually  bending 
towards  the  west,  the  line  in  question  now  strikes  across  to  the 
Blackwater  river,  on  the  margin  of  which  at  a  point  a  little  below 
M'CIenna's  bridge,  the  blue  marl  is  seen  nearly  on  a  level  with  the 
water,  and  continuing  in  the  same  general  course,  it  crosses  the 
Nottoway  a  short  distance  below  Monroe,  and  thence  passing  to  the 
Meherrin  river  intersects  that  stream  a  tittle  south  of  the  state  line 
and  near  the  mouth  of  Flat  swamp.  The  boundary  thus  indicated 
will  of  course  be  subject  to  some  variation  according  to  the  fluctua- 
tions in  the  level  of  the  water  plain  to  which  it  is  re^rred.  So  that 
from  the  near  parallelism  of  the  marl  and  that  plain,  a  few  feet  of 
rise  or  fall  of  the  water  may  conceal  or  disclose  the  stratum  for 
some  distance  above  or  below  the  average  point  of  its  emergence. 
Kor  is  it  meant  that  the  upper  surface  of  the  marl  is  so  free  from 
nndnlations  of  level  as  not  at  various  points  to  cause  important 
local  flexures  of  this  line.  Yet  notwithstanding  this  irregular  and 
somewhat  mutable  character  of  the  boundary  in  question,  it  is  by 
no  means  unimportant  in  an  economical  point  of  view,  that  its  gen- 
eral course  should  be  delineated  on  the  map  of  this  region — since 
from  such  an  outline  a  more  correct  judgment  may  be  formed  as  to 
the  position  and  depth  at  which  the  blue  marl  may  be  expected  to 
occur. 

It  is  important  further  to  remark,  that  the  tract  lying  to  the 
south-east  or  dip  side  of  that  portion  of  this  boundary  line,  which 
extends  from  the  vicinity  of  Suffolk  across  the  Blackwater,  Notto- 
way and  Meherrin  rivers,  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  destitute  of  the 
luarl,  since  various  facts  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  clearly 
evince  its  existence  fre<^uently,  if  not  generally,  along  the  beds  of 
those  streams  for  some  distance  south  of  the  state  line.    Nor  is  the 
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depth  at  which  it  is  thas  known  to  exist,  within  a  moderate  dis- 
tance of  the  water  boundary,  so  considerable  as  to  place  it  beyond 
the  reach  of  profitable  exploration  in  snch  localities  as  are  removed 
from  these  streams,  and  therefore  less  liable  to  the  inconvenience  of 
an  influx  of  water  sufficiently  serious  to  obstruct  the  progress  of 
excavation. 

The  general  continuity  of  the  blue  marl  through  most  of  the 
upper  Tertiary  plain,  has  already  been  referred  to  as  strongly  indi- 
cated, if  not  fully  e^tabliahed,  by  multiplied  observations  on  the 
rivers  and  their  tributaries  throughout  this  region.  It  will  there- 
fore be  apparent  that  notwithstanding  the  absence  of  natural  ex- 
posures over  many  tracts  of  the  highlands  of  considerable  extent, 
as  well  as  from  local  and  alluvial  causes,  even  along  the  margins  of 
the  rivers  themselves,  this  extensive  region  is  to  be  regarded  as  very 
boontifnlly  supplied  with  this  variety  of  the  Miocene  marl — and  that 
from  the  generally  moderate  elevation  of  the  surface  of  the  coun- 
try, few  localities  can  be  found  where  diggings  in  the  ravines  of 
from  10  to  20  feet  will  fail  to  disclose  these  valuable  deposits. 

Of  the  amount  of  calcareous  matter  contained  in  numerous  var 
rieties  of  the  blue  marl,  the  table  hereafter  to  be  given  will  convey 
detailed,  and  it  is  hoped,  useful  information. 

Of  the  Yellow  and  Grey  MarL  Again  referring  to  the  column, 
we  find  resting  on  the  stratum  last  described,  a  bed,  or  series  of 
beds,  characterized  in  general  by  their  yellowish  and  greyish  colour, 
and  the  larger  admixture  of  gritty  sand  in  the  earthy  part  of  their 
composition.  The  lowest  of  these  beds,  or  that  resting  next  above 
the  blue  marl,  where  exposed  towards  the  southeastern  margin  of 
the  Tertiary  plain,  is  remarkable  for  its  rich  brownish  yellow  col- 
our, is  of  a  more  clayey  texture  than  those  above,  and  contains  the 
little  shell  (Mactra  Modicella)  before  noticed,  as  so  abundant  in  the 
blue  of  that  district,  to  an  equal  extent.  This  fossil,  though  less 
predominant  as  we  follow  the  light  coloured  marls  towards  the  west, 
still  continues  to  be  met  with  in  great  numbers,  low  down  in  the 
beda,  and  is  rarely  entirely  absent  in  any  extensive  exposures  of 
them.  In  general  towards  the  middle  and  western  parts  of  the 
tract,  these  yellowish  and  grey  marls  increase  in  thickness,  present- 
ing a  great  variety  and  abundance  of  fossils,  but  the  bright  yellow 
band  dmost  exclusively  composed  of  the  Mactra  forming  the  lowest 
stratum,  is  thinner  and  less  uniformly  present  than  towards  the 
east.  Indeed,  as  will  be  seen  from  what  was  formerly  stated  in  re- 
gard to  a  somewhat  analogous  change  on  the  part  of  the  blue  marl 
as  traced  westward,  it  is  evident  that  the  line  of  demarcation  be- 
tween the  two  is  less  distinctly  marked  in  that  direction  than  to- 
wards the  southeastern  part  of  the  formation. 

In  the  northern  portion  of  the  tract,  the  thickness  of  these  beds 
as  exposed  at  numerous  localities  on  th^  tributaries  of  the  James 
river,  is  from  16  to  20,  and  sometimes  26  feet— the  blue  marl  lying 
beneath  being  often  met  with  along  the  base  of  the  same  hill  or  cliff 
to  the  depth  of  several  feet.    In  a  belt  situated  about  one  third  of 
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the  whole  breadth  of  the  tract  from  its  eastern  boundary,  the  more 
superficial  beds  very  frequently  exhibit  a  mixture  of  greyish  pulveru- 
lent or  chalky  marl  and  calcareous  internal  casts  of  shells  with  com- 
paratively few  shells  in  an  unchanged  state.  The  same  peculiarity 
IS  of  common  occurrence  over  a  region  occupying  a  corresponding 
position  in  the  Tertiary  plain  north  of  the  James  river  as  far  as  the 
Potomac. 

The  uppermost  portion  of  these  light  coloured  marls  is  in  general 
characterized  by  presenting  the  contained  fossils  in  a  less  perfect 
state  than  either  the  immediately  subjacent  beds  on  the  blue  marl, 
often  containing  along  with  entire  specimens,  a  large  proportion  of 
fragments  of  shells.  This  feature  is,  however,  but  slightly  displayed 
in  the  middle  and  most  of  the  western  parts  of  the  Tertiary  plain, 
but  becomes  very  coospicuous  along  its  eastern  margin.  As  pre- 
sented in  that  portion  of  the  tract,  these  upper  beds  are  almost 
wholly  composed  of  fragments  of  shells,  sometimes  forming  a  kind 
of  shell  gravel,  and  sometimes  sufficiently  minute  to  be  considered 
as  a  calcareous  sand.  £ach  particle  or  piece  has  the  worn  or 
rounded  form  that  attends  the  continued  and  powerful  action  of 
water — and  even  the  large  and  nearly  entire  shells  sparingly  scat- 
tered through  the  mass  in  many  localities,  have  lost  their  sharp 
edges  and  pointed  prominences,  and  in  some  cases,  have  been  ground 
away  until  nothing  but  the  central  and  thicker  portions  of  the  shell 
remain.  Mingled  in  general  with  a  small  amount  of  gritty  ferrugi- 
nous sand,  imparting  to  the  mass  a  yellowish  or  brownish  hue,  this 
fragmentiu*y  matter  is  often  so  firmly  cemented  together  as  to  have 
the  solidity  and  hardness  of  a  rock,  and  indeed,  in  this  condition  is 
to  be  regarded  as  a  Tertiary  limestone.  The  cementing  material,  aa 
might  be  expected,  is  carbonate  of  lime,  doubtless  deposited  by  the 
infiltering  water,  which  in  it^  progress  through  the  upper  portions 
of  the  fragmentary  beds  had  become  imbued  with  this  substance, 
and  in  process  of  time  deposited  it  in  the  interstices  of  the  porous 
mass  beneath,  sometimes  partially,  at  others  entirely  filling  the  va- 
cuities of  the  rock.  This  cement,  as  will  at  once  be  inferred,  pre- 
sents in  general  a  crystalline  texture,  and  wherever  it  has  fillea  up 
the  hollow  of  a  shell  or  any  other  cavity  of  considerable  size,  ex- 
hibits well  marked  forms  of  calcareous  spar.  As  illustrating  the 
mode  in  which  this  cementation  takes  place,  and  at  the  same  time 
indicating  a  fact  not  devoid  in  some  cases  of  economical  interest,  I 
may  mention  that  wherever  these  fragmentary  beds  are  exposed  in 
considerable  thickness  to  the  inundation  of  tides,  or  to  the  direct 
access  of  rain,  and  are  at  the  same  time  in  the  open  air,  as  for  ex- 
ample in  the  case  of  a  cliff  or  river  bank,  though  soft  or  but  slightly 
cemented  at  first,  they  are  seen  to  grow  firmer  from  year  to  year, 
until  at  length  the  surface,  and  some  depth  of  the  material,  assumes 
the  consistence  of  a  rock.  In  this  way  blocks  of  the  fragmentary 
matter  which  have  been  detached  from  the  face  of  the  cliff  in  a 
comparatively  soft  state,  as  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Torktown  and 
at  other  places,  become  in  time  so  firmly  aggregated  as  to  withstand 
the  utmost  force  of  the  tides  and  waves,  without  any  other  loss  of 
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parts  than  would  occar  in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  limestone  rock. 
This  fact  of  the  increased  hardness  of  the  material  bj  exposure,  has 
not  remained  unnoticed — and  might  perhaps,  in  some  oases,  be 
tnrned  to  usefnl  account  In  completing  the  explanation  of  this 
cementing  process,  it  may  be  well  to  add,  that  the  frequent  or  peri- 
odical exposure  of  the  moistened  mass  to  the  air,  is  essential  to  the 
rapid  deposition  of  the  cement — as,  in  the  absence  of  the  evapora- 
tion thus  produced,  the  infiltering  water  might  linger  long  in  the 
interstices  without  depositing  the  carbonate  of  lime  it  had  imbibed, 
and  for  the  most  part  would  pass  through  without  leaving  behind  it 
more  than  a  trace  of  the  matter  which  it  held  dissolved.  In  a  word, 
each  of  these  little  vacant  spaces  presents  us,  in  miniature,  with  the 
same  changes,  under  circumstances  strikingly  analogous,  as  are  dis* 
played  on  so  imposing  a  scale  in  the  interior  of  some  of  our  great  lime- 
stone caverns,  where  the  water  that  has  descended  through  the  rock, 
exposed  to  evaporation,  on  meeting  with  the  air,  deposits  the  cal- 
careous matter  it  had  di^^solved,  in  a  thousand  beautiful  and  fantas- 
tic forms. 

Another  feature  of  these  fragmentary  beds,  plainly  indicating  an 
agitated  state  of  the  waters  during  their  deposition,  is  the  oblique 
and  varying  directions  in  which  the  layers  of  fragments  are  laid  one 
upon  the  other,  while  the  stratum,  viewed  as  a  whole,  is  nearly  hori- 
zontal in  its  piosition.  Its  component  parts  are  arranged  in  their 
parallel  bands,  frequently  at  a  high  angle  to  the  bounding  surfaces 
of  the  bed,  and  by  a  similar  cause,  those  of  a  higher  or  a  lower  bed 
are  made  to  present  an  inclination  in  the  opposite  or  some  different 
direction,  as  if  successive  currents  moving  towards  different  points 
had  dropped  these  fragments  upon  sloping  surfaces,  and  thus  adding 
layer  upon  layer,  all  preserving  the  original  inclination,  had  gradu- 
ally completed  the  stratum  to  its  upper  level. 

As  already  stated,  these  fragmentary  beds  are  not  confined  to  the 
eastern  margin  of  the  plain,  but  are  also  found,  though  in  far  less 
extent,  at  various  points  approaching  its  western  boundary. 

Though  iVequently  found,  as  indicated  in  the  column,  with  a 
stratum  of  yellowish  marl  between  them  and  the  blue,  they  are 
sometimes  seen  resting  on  that  stratum,  in  a  line  whose  undulating 
and  broken  contour  plainly  indicates  the  violence  that  accompanied 
their  formation,  and  conveyance  to  the  spots  in  which  they  are  ac- 
cumulated. In  fact,  these  fragmentary  beds  can  only  be  regarded 
as  the  worn  and  broken  remnants  of  the  lighter  coloured  marls  over- 
lying the  blue,  sometimes  usurping  the  place  of  the  original  strata 
which  have  been  washed  away  to  furnish  the  materials  of  which 
they  are  composed,  and  sometimes  occupying  the  place  of  the  upper- 
most of  these  strata,  and  resting  on  a  layer  which  had  escaped  the 
destroying  actions  experienced  by  those  above. 

As  might  be  inferred  from  its  being  of  later  formation  than 
either  of  the  other  beds,  and  therefore  higher  in  position  in  the  se- 
ries, as  exhibited  in  the  column,  this  marl  is  the  first  that  shows  it- 
self as  we  ascend  the  James  river.  Spread  out  extensively  in  Eliza- 
beth City  county  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  its  most  easterly 
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exposure  on  the  sonth  side  is  at  the  month  of  Bennett^s  creek,  a 
tribatary  of  Nansemond  river.  Here  it  is  seen  nearly  on  a  level 
with  the  water,  but  asceodiog  this  river,  and  therefore  goinff  slightly 
west,  its  soatheastward  dip  causes  it  to  rise  to  a  greater  and  greater 
height,  nntil  the  yellow  marl  appears  beneath  it,  and  as  it  still  con- 
tinues to  rise,  the  bine  comes  into  view  beneath  the  yellow.  From 
this,  the  line  of  its  first  exposure,  it  spreads  out  towards  the  west 
and  north,  forming  the  upper  stratum  in  most  of  the  exposures 
near  the  James  river  between  Nansemond  river  and  Pagan  creek, 
displaying  itself  on  and  near  the  surface  in  the  vicinity  of  Smitbfield, 
and  terminating  at  Day's  Point  As  measured  on  and  near  the 
James  river,  therefore,  its  breadth  would  include  the  distance  be- 
tween the  meridian's  passing  through  Bennett's  creek,  and  the  last 
exposure  of  it  at  Day's  Point,  being  about  9  miles.  But  as  we  trace 
it  towards  the  south,  we  find  it  rapidly  contracting,  so  that  at  Suffolk 
only  a  narrow  band  of  it  remains. 

Throughout  the  middle  and  nearly  all  the  western  portions  of 
the  Tertiary  plun,  as  already  stated,  the  upper  beds,  though  often 
containing  fragments  of  shells,  present  no  accumulations  of  frag- 
mentary matter  such  as  have  been  described.  Kor  is  the  broken 
condition  of  the  fossils  there  met  with  unaccompanied  by  those  evin 
deuces  of  long  continued  trituration  in  water,  and  of  transportation 
by  currents,  evinced  in  the  worn  and  rounded  forms  and  oblique 
deposition  of  the  strata  above  described.  They  may  therefore  be 
reasonably  referred  to  transient  causes,  while  the  others  would  seem 
to  be  more  naturally  explained  by  the  tides  and  currents  of  the  an- 
cient coast  line,  formerly  adverted  to  as  adjoining  the  eastern  mar- 
gin of  the  higher  plain. 

Unlike  the  lower  or  blue  marl,  these  yellow  or  light  coloured 
marls  are  not  found  to  be  continuously  or  even  very  generally  ex- 
panded beneath  the  Tertiary  plain.  Along  the  James  river  and  for 
many  miles  towards  the  south,  they  are  of  very  frequent  occurrence ; 
but  as  we  proceed  still  further  south,  they  present  themselves  more 
rarely,  and  for  the  most  part  in  places  remarkable  for  their  elevation 
above  the  general  level  of  the  country.  So  uniform  is  this  connec- 
tion of  the  beds  in  question  with  the  more  elevated  ground  about 
the  middle  of  the  tract,  that  few  instances  exist  in  which  they  are 
met  with  under  other  circumstances. 

Thus  beneath  the  high  grounds  formerly  referred  to  as  running 
from  Nottoway  swamp  partdlel  to  the  Blackwater  river,  and  along 
the  river  wherever  the  banks  attain  unusual  height,  the  yellow 
marls  are  found  rising  in  some  cases  to  an  elevation  of  SO  feet  above 
the  stream,  while  the  blue  stratum  is  seen  skirting  the  base  of  the 
cliff  in  a  narrow  band,  or  is  met  with  at  various  points  beneath  the 
highlands  removed  from  the  river.  In  the  similar  tract  of  elevated 
ground  lying  near  and  west  of  the  Nottoway  river,  and  extending 
from  theneighbourhood  of  Three  creek  across  Racoon  and  Hunting 
Quarter  creeks,  these  yellow  and  light  coloured  marls  are  largely 
exposed,  presenting  a  depth  sometimes  exceeding  20  feet,  and  rest- 
ing on  the  blue  stratum  near  the  water  level. 
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Though  thns  generally  confined  to  the  higher  grounds,  these 
yellow  and  light  coloared  marls  are  not  continnously  spread  oat 
even  within  these  narrow  areas,  but  appear  to  exist  in  irregular 
patches,  lying  nearly  at  the  same  level  as  to  their  under  surface, 
though  presenting  great  irregularity  of  thickness  even  in  contiguous 
exposures,  and  often  entirely  wanting  in  one  locality,  while  at  some 
other  place  in  the  same  neighbourhood  they  are  met  with  largely 
developed. 

This  absence  of  the  marls  in  question  from  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  Tertiary  plain,  together  with  their  occurrence  in  patches,  and 
associated  with  the  higher  levels  of  the  country,  would  seem  to 
admit  of  a  natural  explanation  in  the  powerful  removing  or  denud- 
ing action  of  the  water  as  it  rapidly  poured  off  from  the  surface  in 
one  broad  tide  at  the  time  of  the  emergence  of  this  plain  from  the 
bed  of  the  sea.  That  a  deep  channelling  of  the  surface,  such  as  a 
retreating  mass  of  waters  might  in  most  cases  be  expected  to  pro- 
duce, is  not  now  exhibited  over  the  middle  portions  of  this  tract^ 
would  seem  to  have  resulted  from  the  uniform  and  gentle  inclina- 
tion of  the  plain  towards  the  southeast,  and  from  the  filling  up  of 
the  irregularities  produced  by  the  first  rush  of  the  waters  by  the 
•sand  and  other  sedimentary  materials  spread  over  the  surface  as 
the  mass  and  energy  of  the  water  diminished.  It  is  obvious  that 
such  an  action  as  here  supposed  would  give  a  fragmentary  charac- 
ter to  the  upper  stratum  of  the  marl  in  general,  and  would  accumu- 
late the  broken  shells  in  heavy  beds  towards  the  eastern  margin  of 
the  plain,  conditions,  both  of  which  we  have  seen  really  to  exist. 
The  same  agency  too  would  account  for  the  presence  along  that 
margin  of  the  coarse  gravel  which  has  been  described  as  overlying 
the  fragmentary  beds,  while  the  constant  wearing  action  of  the 
waves  along  the  beach  would  give  a  rounded  figure  to  the  frag- 
ments of  shell,  ere  they  had  fairly  become  consolidated  by  the 
cementing  process  formerly  described. 

But  whatever  be  the  explanation  of  this  discontinuous  occur- 
rence of  the  light  coloured  marls,  the  fact  of  their  being  placed  at 
a  nearly  uniform  level,  is  not  without  importance,  for  thoogh  we 
cannot  reasonably  entertain  the  confidence  of  meeting  with  them  at 
any  point  because  of  their  known  existence  at  some  other  in  the 
neighbourhood,  we  may  feel  almost  assured  that  where  they  do 
occur,  the  blue  stratum  lies  not  far  beneath,  and  where  they  are 
absent,  their  general  level  in  the  neighbourhood  will  furnish  a  useful 
guide  as  to  the  depth  at  which  this  lower  marl  may  be  expected  to 
be  reached. 

The  line  of  boundary  between  the  blue  and  upper  marls,  as  in- 
dicated in  the  figure,  is  often  undulating,  and  in  some  points  pre- 
sents such  strikingly  abrupt  irregularities,  as  lead  to  the  presumption 
that  some  important  agitation  of  the  waters  intervened  locally,  if 
not  generally,  between  the  deposition  of  the  two.  At  some  locali- 
ties chiefly  near  the  eastern  margin  of  the  plain,  fragments  of  the 
blue  are  met  with  in  the  yellow,  and  what  is  still  more  remarkable, 
fragments  of  the  yellow  in  the  underlying  blue,  as  if  soon  after  the 
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oommeDoement  of  tLe  yellow  marls,  some  violence  had  operated  to 
iDtermix  the  two.  At  all  events,  it  would  seem  obvious  that  during 
the  deposition  of  the  jellow  and  light  coloured  marls,  a  different 
condition  of  the  waters  must  have  prevailed,  since  the  earthy  mat- 
ters mingled  with  the  shells  are  so  much  more  largely  imbued  with 
ferruginous  matter,  and  contain  comparatively  little  of  the  material 
of  organic  origin,  which  occasions  the  dark  colour  of  the  other. 

In  many  portions  of  the  tract,  horizontal  strata  of  sands  and 
clays  are  seen  overlying  the  beds  of  marl.  When  the  surfaee  of 
the  marl  is  uniform,  the  lowest  of  these  beds  presents  the  appear- 
ance of  having  been  quietly  and  slowly  deposited  upon  it,  but  where 
indications  of  violence  are  met  with  in  the  top  of  the  marl,  the 
materials  for  some  distance  above  are  more  or  less  obliquely  strati- 
fied, and  seem  to  have  been  poured  in  with  some  force.  The  upper 
of  these  earthy  strata  are  usually  arranged  in  level  layers,  and  would 
seem  to  have  been  slowly  accumulated  in  still  water,  and  judging 
from  the  entire  absence  of  marine  impressions  in  them  and  the 
occasional  occurrence  of  decayed  vegetable  matter,  may  be  supposed 
to  have  been  deposited  during  the  inundations  produced  by  the 
rivers,  which  in  the  then  lower  level  of  the  plain  must  have  been 
both  frequent  and  extensive.  Perhaps  too  in  many  local  cases,  the 
extensive  shallow  lakes  or  morasses  that  must  have  then  existed, 
contributed  to  the  formation  of  some  of  the  higher  of  these  beds. 

Covering  these  horizontal  strata  composed  of  fine  materials,  we 
very  frequently  meet  with  others  in  which  coarse  sand  and  gravel 
are  predominant,  containing  occasionally  a  pebble  of  2  or  8  inches 
in  diameter.  These  in  the  middle  portion  of  the  tract  are  chiefly 
met  at  the  highest  points — towards  the  west,  they  are  more  ex- 
tensively spread  out.  As  indicated  in  the  column,  they  often  occur, 
filling  deep  trenches  or  cavities  in  inferior  earthy  strata  just  de- 
scribed, and  sometimes  even  penetrating  below  the  upper  surface 
of  the  marl.  The  coarseness  of  their  part«  and  the  oblique  and 
varying  inclination  of  the  layers  composing  them,  indicate  the  vio- 
lence and  suddenness  with  which  they  were  deposited.  In  a  word, 
they  are  the  dUtndum  of  this  region,  and  refer  themselves  to  the 
same  general  cause  which,  after  the  completion  of  our  formations, 
spread  similar  materials  over  nearly  every  part  of  the  surface  of 
the  Atlantic  states  between  the  mountains  and  the  ocean. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  present  the  reader  with  a  brief  sketch 
of  the  limits  and  subdivisions  of  our  Tertiary  formation,  as  spread 
out  in  the  region  south  of  the  James  river,  and  referring  as  I  have 
done  at  each  important  step  to  the  physical  causes  which  would  ap- 
pear to  have  been  concerned  in  the  production  of  the  various  strata, 
whether  of  marl  or  earth  and  gravel,  I  have  been  influenced  by  the 
hope  that  the  picture  I  was  drawing  would  in  this  way  be  rendered 
not  only  more  interesting,  but  more  intelligible  and  useful.  May  I 
not  further  hope,  that  from  the  broader  views  thus  exhibited,  indi- 
vidual curiosity  will  be  awakened  to  a  more  attentive  examination 
of  the  deposits  of  this  region,  and  that  thus  some  additional  practi- 
cal good  may  be  secured. 
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Chapteb  5. 

Illustrations  of  the  Column  exhibiting  the  order  of  the  Strata, 

As  exemplifying  the  application  of  a  portion  of  the  column,  I 
will  now  refer  the  reader  to  the  aeries  of  strata  exhibited  at  a 
few  localities,  requesting  however  that  he  will  bear  in  mind  that 
similar  details  have  been  collected  at  nearly  every  important  ex- 
posure within  the  district,  of  which  a  full  account  will  be  given 
along  with  other  interesting  matters  connected  with  this  region  in 
the  final  report. 

1.  South  shore  of  the  James  nver  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Day's 
Point  and  Burwell's  bay. 

From  the  spot  a  little  above  the  mouth  of  Pagan  creek,  where 
the  marl  is  first  seen  to  emerge  from  the  level  of  the  beach,  nearly 
continuous  exposures  of  both  the  blue  and  yellow  beds  are  met  with 
for  several  miles,  the  chief  interruption  taking  place  at  a  marshy 
part  of  the  shore,  a  short  distance  from  the  first  appearance  of  the 
marl.  Along  this  tract  the  blue  stratum  presents  great  undulations 
in  height,  attaining  in  some  cases  a  level  of  20  feet  above  the  base 
of  the  cliff,  but  at  all  times  overlaid  by  the  light  yellowish  marl. 
This  latter  is  often  fragmentary,  and  cemented  at  the  top,  above 
which  are  layers  of  clay,  varying  from  a  fine  and  tenacious  to  a 
sandy  and  loose  texture.  Particles  of  green  sand  are  disseminated 
through  the  marls,  as  well  as  the  overlying  sandy  days. 

2.  In  the  vicinity  of  Smithfield  on  Pagan  creek,  as  well  as  along 
its  tributaries,  Smithfield  creek  and  Cypress  creek,  the  light  coloured 
and  the  fragmentary  beds  are  largely  exposed,  the  latter  constitute 
ing  the  rocks  on  the  lower  shore  of  Smithfield  creek,  and  being  en- 
countered in  the  wells  of  the  village  and  its  neighbourhood.  Some 
distance  up  the  two  tributary  creeks,  as  at  Makefree  on  Smithfield, 
and  Scott's  mill  on  Cypress  creek,  the  blue  marl  is  met  with  beneath 
the  yellow.  Similar  remarks  will  apply  to  Chuckatuck  and  Nan- 
semond  river,  thQ  fragmentary  man  making  its  appearance  at  the 
lowest  or  most  easterly  localities,  and  as  we  ascend  and  bend  west- 
wards, the  yellow  appearing  beneath,  and  eventually  the  blue  com- 
ing into  view  a  little  above  the  water  line.  These  appearances  are 
of  course  irregularly  presented  in  consequence  of  original  undula- 
tions of  the  strata,  as  well  as  the  broken  or  trenched  condition  of 
the  surface  throughout  this  portion  of  the  Tertiary  plain.  In  the 
vicinity  of  Sufiblk  and  towards  the  west,  the  yellow  and  blue  maris 
are  observed  at  numerous  points  in  the  same  relative  positions,  and 
abounding  in  the  Mactra  Modicella  in  beautiful  preservation.  The 
fragmentary  layer  disappears  a  short  distance  towards  the  west  of 
the  village,  and  the  overiying  beds  consist  of  fine  sands  and  clays 
containing  very  few  pebbles  and  horizontally  stratified. 

8.  On  the  Black wat^r  from  M'Clenna's  bridge  northwards  both 
varieties  of  marl  are  very  frequently  met  with  in  the  river  banks 
and  the  contiguous  ravines,  and  though  less  frequently  exposed 
along  the  upper  portion  of  the  stream,  as  it  penetrates  I^ince  George 
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and  divides  Sassex  from  Sarry  county,  are  still  disclosed  wherever 
natural  sections  of  sofficicDt  depth  exist. 

Jast  below  where  Burk's  swamp  empties  into  Blackwater,  a  high 
hill,  which  is  part  of  the  ridge  formerly  spoken  of,  bounds  the  river 
on  the  Southampton  side,  presenting  at  some  points  an  elevation  but 
little  short  of  50  feet,  of  wliich  more  than  thirty  are  made  up  of  the 
two  marls.  Here,  wherever  the  face  of  the  bank  is  open  to  inspec- 
tion, the  underlying  blite  stratum  is  found  rising  a  few  feet  above 
the  river  level.  It  contains  a  variety  of  shells,  the  little  Mactra  be- 
ing the  most  abundant.  Above  are  the  beds  of  yellow  and  hrovmish 
mark^  the  lower  being  a  bright  yellow  clay  full  of  this  Mactra, 
the  npper  a  yellowish  brown  sandy  clay,  containing  the  Mactra 
largely  mingled  with  other  shells.  The  top  of  the  marl  is  undu- 
lating, and  covered  with  layers  of  sand  and  clay,  generally  of  fine 
texture. 

4.  On  the  Nottoway,  from  a  little  below  Monroe  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Oarey's  bridge,  the  blue  marl  is  exposed  at  various  points, 
but  rarely  if  ever  accompanied  by  the  yellow.  As  already  men- 
tioned, it  is  found  still  lower  down  the  stream,  to  some  distance  be- 
yond the  state  line,  beneath  the  water  level  in  the  bed  of  the  river. 
Above  Three  creek,  where  the  river  adjoins  the  high  grounds  for- 
merly referred  to,  both  varieties  of  marl  are  seen. 

On  the  estate  of  colonel  Blow,  about  li  miles  below  Peter's 
bridge,  these  hills  bordering  the  river  present  an  elevation  of  about 
50  feet,  of  which  25  consist  of  the  yellow  and  light  coloured  marls. 
The  upper  portion  of  the  marl  is  ferruginous  and  tenacious,  and 
rich  in  the  little  Mactra,  containing  also  concretionary  nodules 
marked  with  impressions  of  this  shell,  and  occasionally  including 
small  crystals  of  selenite  or  gypsum.  Beneath  this  the  marl  is  of  a 
greenish  grey  colour,  derived  evidently  from  the  numerous  grains  of 
green  sand  dispersed  through  the  mass.  These,  with  a  rather  coarse 
white  or  yellowish  sand,  constitute  the  chief  material  in  which  the 
sheUs  are  enclosed.  A  great  variety  of  species  is  here  presented, 
shewing  a  more  perfect  state  of  preservation  as  we  approach  the 
level  of  the  blue  marl,  which  at  low  water  is  visible  along  the  mar- 
gin of  the  stream.  The  beds  capping  the  marl  are  fine  pipe  clays 
and  sands. 

5.  On  the  Meherrin,  a  little  inland,  about  one  mile  south  of  the 
state  line  near  Flat  swamp,  both  varieties  of  marl,  abounding  in  the 
Mactra,  are  met  with  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Wood,  but  along  the  river 
higher  up,  the  blue  marl  is  almost  the  only  one  exposed  until  we 
pass  Dupre^s  bridge.  About  3  miles  above  this  point,  on  the  estate 
of  Mr.  Ivy,  the  river  presents  a  section  of  about  20  feet,  the  upper 
five  or  six  of  which  consists  of  light  indurated  sandy  day,  below 
this  a  compact  white  sand,  from  4  to  6  feet  thick,  containing  near 
the  bottom  numerous  impressions  of  shells — below  this  a  very  hard 
ferruginous  layer,  2  to  8  feet  thick,  filled  with  similar  impressions — 
and  beneath  this  a  yellow  sandy  clay  abounding  in  the  little  Mactra 
and  a  small  turreted  shell,  both  in  a  very  soft  condition.  Lowest  of 
all  is  a  bluish  mixture  of  sand  and  day  including  a  great  variety  of 
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sbells.    Thia  continues  to  the  water's  edge  and  forma  the  bed  of  the 
river. 

The  localities  above  ennmerated  and  briefly  described  have  been 
selected  remote  from  each  other,  and  lying  upon  the  principal 
streams,  with  the  view  of  illustrating  the  statements  formerly  made 
as  regards  the  continuity  of  the  blue  marl,  as  well  as  of  shew- 
ing the  true  order  in  which  the  various  beds  are  arranged,  wherever 
the  localities  are  of  sufficient  elevation  to  present  a  secti(»n  of  the 
whole  of  the  Miocene  strata.  The  reader  will  at  once  perceive  the 
unvarying  order  of  their  position  as  above  described,  and  its  corre- 
spondence with  that  represented  in  the  column,  and  is  desired  to 
bear  in  mind  that  no  violation  of  that  order  has  yet  been  observed 
in  any  of  the  numerous  localities  that  have  been  minutely  exam- 
ined. He  should  also  remember  that  while  the  blue  marl,  expand- 
ing in  thickness  as  it  spreads  west  and  north,  becomes  gradually 
mingled  with  the  grey  overlying  marls,  the  distinctly  yellow  marl  is 
rarely  seen,  having,  as  formerly  indicated,  been  probably  swept 
away,  excepting  in  those  higher  positions  where  it  is  now  almost 
exclusively  to  be  found. 

Chapter  6. 

Of  the  causes  of  the  peculiar  Colours  of  the  Blue  and  Yellow  Marls. 

As  will  readily  occur  to  the  reader,  the  yellow  marls  owe  their 
hue  to  an  intermixture  of  oxide  of  iron,  which  even  in  the  small 
proportion  in  which  it  is  mingled  with  the  other  matters  of  these 
beds,  is  capable  of  imparting  a  bright  ochreous  yellow,  or  a  deep 
brownish  tinge.  The  source  of  this  ferruginous  matter  so  generally 
present  in  the  upper  marl  beds,  as  well  as  in  the  clays  and  sanda 
which  rest  immediately  upon  them  in  numerous  places,  is  for  the 
most  part  to  be  songht  for  in  a  peculiar  condition  of  the  waters  at 
the  time  in  which  these  beds  were  forming,  and  not  in  the  penetra- 
tion of  ferruginous  matter  from  the  overlying  diluvium.  Such  a 
condition  would  naturiJly  result  from  the  extensive  prevalence  of  a 
turbid  state  of  the  sea,  like  that  so  often  witnessed  in  the  waters  of 
the  James  river,  when  heavy  rains  have  conveyed  into  them  the  red 
earthy  matter  met  with  so  extensively  on  the  surface  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  state  lying  between  the  head  of  tide  and  the  Blue  Ridge. 

It  is  true  that  some  of  the  strata  lying  near  the  surface,  would 
seem  to  have  derived  their  brownish  ferruginons  stain  from  the  in- 
flltration  of  water  charged  with  a  particular  compound  of  iron  from 
above.  But  in  such  cases  it  will  be  remarked,  that  the  shells  have 
been  either  in  part  or  totally  removed,  leaving  in  the  stratum,  once 
rich  in  calcareous  matter,  little  more  than  the  mere  prints  or  im- 
pressions of  the  fossils ;  and  this  condition,  not  unfrequently  ob- 
served in  the  Tertiary  district  of  which  I  am  treating,  is  as  often 
remarked  of  the  blue  as  the  light  coloured  marls,  being  in  a  great 
measure  dependent  upon  the  proximity  of  the  bed  of  fossils  to  the 
overlying  acid  and  astringent  clays  and  sands.  But  the  bright  yel- 
low and  ferruginons  marls  now  referred  to  as  forming  the  higher 
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beds  in  the  series,  retain  their  fossils  in  as  perfect  a  condition  as  the 
bine  marls  beneath  them,  and  have  evidently  not  been  subjected  to 
the  dissolving  action  of  infiltering  copperas  (sulphate  of  iron),  but 
have  received  the  ferruginous  colouring  matter,  in  the  state  of  a 
sediment,  from  the  waters  in  which  the  strata  were  forming. 

The  blue  marte  differ  from  the  former  chiefly  in  containing  little 
or  no  iron,  and  in  being  impregnated  to  a  greater  extent  with  matter 
of  organic,  probably  animal  origin.  Both  varieties  exhale  by  heat* 
ing,  a  perceptible  amount  of  carbonate  of  ammonia — and  the  blue 
becomes  of  a  dark,  nearly  black,  tinge,  from  the  quantity  of  carbon- 
aceous matter  (charcoal)  which  is  developed  by  the  imperfect  com- 
bustion. The  same  change  though  in  a  much  less  striking  degree 
takes  place  also  in  the  yellow.  This  greater  prevalence  of  what  ap- 
pears for  the  most  part  to  consist  of  animal  matter,  seems  to  be 
naturally  explained  by  the  deeper  position  of  those  strata — since  in 
virtue  of  such  a  position  they  would  receive  by  infiltration  from  the 
upper  beds  a  portion  of  the  animal  matter  derived  from  the  decay- 
ing shellfish  of  those  beds,  which  would  be  added  to  that  originating 
from  like  decompositions  in  the  blue  marl  itself — while  the  yellow 
marls  thus  robbed  of  a  portion  of  this  ingredient,  would  be  without 
the  means  of  replacing  it  from  above. 

Whatever  be  the  cause  of  the  difference  in  question,  it  is  far 
from  improbable,  that  if  the  fact  of  its  existeuoe  prove  as  general 
as  I  have  reason  to  believe  it  is,  a  sufficient  explanation  will  be 
thereby  furnished  of  the  superior  efficacy  of  the  blue  marls  as  ma- 
nures, of  which  a  very  general  impression  is  prevalent  throughout 
the  southern  portion  of  this  tract.  Tt  is  true  the  amount  of  organic 
matter  present  in  any  of  them  is  very  small,  but  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  in  the  application  of  stable  manures  to  fields,  the  quan- 
tity per  cent,  added  to  the  soil  is  very  inconsiderable.  Moreover 
the  carbonate  of  ammonia,  one  of  the  exhalations  from  the  manure 
heap,  is  an  agent  of  considerable  power,  and  this,  though  in  very 
minute  quantity,  is  certainly  present  in  the  marls  in  question,  and 
capable  of  being  removed  by  water  as  well  as  given  off  at  a  gentle 
heat. 

Chapteb  7. 
Amount  of  Carbonate  of  Lime  in  the  Marie, 

In  looking  over  the  following  table  of  the  per  centage  of  carbon- 
ate of  lime  contained  in  the  various  specimens  of  marl  enumerated, 
it  will  be  seen  that  while  great  differences  prevail  among  them  as  to 
the  amount  of  this  ingredient,  in  no  instance  is  its  quantity  so  small 
as  to  furnish  a  reason  for  omitting  to  apply  the  marl,  on  the  plea  of 
its  probable  inefficacy,  as  a  manure.  In  comparing  the  value  of 
these  materials,  as  regards  their  more  immediate  effects,  all  who 
have  had  experience  in  their  application  to  agriculture,  are  aware 
that  the  poorer  marls  are  often  productive  of  as  much  or  even  greater 
benefit  than  the  rich,  when  through  the  softer  texture  of  the  shelly 
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matter  thej  contain,  th&j  are  more  easily  spread  with  nniformitj 
upon  the  land. 

The  rooky  marls,  some  of  which  are  as  rich  in  carhonate  of  lime 
as  ordinary  limestone,  are  nevertheless  hnt  little  likely  to  produce  a 
striking  improvement  when  first  applied,  though  as  they  are  slowly 
resolv^  into  smaller  fragments,  they  will  scarcely  fail  to  give  rise 
to  a  permanent  and  increasing  amelioration  of  the  soil.  Fortunately 
for  a  large  portion  of  this  district,  the  hlue  marl,  which  from  its 
more  general  distribution,  will  be  chiefiy  looked  to  as  a  means  of 
agricultural  improvement,  besides  containing  in  most  localities  a 
very  adequate  amount  of  calcareous  matter,  and  having  perhaps 
other  advantages  already  glanced  at,  includes  comparatively  few 
shells  of  large  shse,  and  of  a  texture  to  resist  for  any  considerable 
time,  the  action  of  the  atmosphere  and  rain  and  frost.  The  little 
Mactra  so  often  mentioned  before  as  largely  predominant  in  the  upper 
and  more  accessible  beds  of  this  marl,  readily  falling  to  pieces  and 
mingling  in  fine  fragments  with  the  soil,  seems  particularly  adapted 
for  prompt  and  efficient  operation  on  the  land.  So  also  the  Ohama, 
a  small  rugged  shell,  conspicuous  in  the  greyish  and  greenish  marls, 
towards  the  middle  and  western  portions  of  the  tract,  especially  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  James  river,  though  more  resisting  than 
the  Mactra,  is  already  sufficiently  small  to  admit  of  an  even  distribu- 
tion on  the  surface,  and  cannot  long  withstand  the  decomposing 
agencies  to  which  it  is  exposed. 

In  reference  to  the  subjoined  table,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
add,  that  as  well  as  could  be  judged,  the  specimens  selected  for 
analysis  in  these  and  previous  instances,  have  been  taken  as  pre- 
senting the  average  character  of  the  bed,  wherever  extensively  ex- 
posed. Including  the  sixty  Miocene  marls  reported  on  at  a  former 
time,  the  whole  number  of  these  marls  from  the  south  side  of  the 
James  river,  which  have  been  thus  far  analysed,  amounts  to  no  leas 
than  one  hundred  and  ten,  and  the  entire  number  thus  examined, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  survey,  some  of  them  not  yet  re- 
ported on  to  the  public,  is  upwards  of  250.  While  indulging  no  ex- 
aggerated ideas  of  the  importance  of  these  nunierous  results,  but 
regarding  them  as  occasionally  furnishing  a  guide  in  the  application 
of  our  marls,  I  may  be  indulged  in  saying  what  I  am  confident 
would  be  found  true,  that  so  large  a  body  of  chemical  results  of  this 
kind,  has  not,  up  to  this  time,  been  presented  to  the  agriculturists  of 
any  other  quarter  of  the  globe.  And  in  conclusion,  I  would  add, 
that  a  large  additional  series  of  such  analyses  are  yet  to  be  made, 
embracing  marls  from  numerous  localities  in  other  parts  of  our 
Tertiary  region,  as  well  as  some  remaining  points  in  the  district 
south  of  the  James  river.  Towards  this  object,  as  it  is  impossible, 
either  in  person  or  through  my  assistants,  to  visit  every  marl  bed  in 
the  state,  I  would  ask  such  persons  as  are  interested  in  these  results, 
to  reserve  specimens  of  their  marls,  which  if  not  obtained  in  the 
course  of  further  Explorations,  will  reach  me  by  being  transmitted  to 
Richmond,  to  the  care  of  the  Board  of  public  works. 
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SECTION   III. 

SOUTHEBK DISTRICT  EAST  OF  THE  BLUE  RIDGB. 

Chapteb  1. 

Plan  of  Exploration — General  Geology, 

The  explorations  in  this  region  have  been  carried  on  by  making 
nnmeroaa  local  as  well  as  many  prolonged  sections,  traversing  each 
ooonty  usaally  in  several  lines  transverse  to  the  range  of  the  rocks, 
and  by  tracing  the  more  important  strata  longitudinally  between 
these  sections.  As  yet,  these  minnte  enqniries  have  not  been  car- 
ried in  an  easterly  direction  beyond  a  line  drawn  abojat  midway 
through  Halifiea,  Charlotte,  Prince  Edward  and  Onmberland  conn- 
ties,  although  several  exploratory  sections  have  been  carried  to  the 
eastern  verge  of  this  district  where  it  adjoins  the  Tertiary  marl.  In 
conducting  these  enqniries,  particular  attention  has  been  given  to 
the  numerous  bands  of  oblong  patches  of  limestone  presented  at 
various  points,  as  well  as  to  the  beds  of  rock  of  a  different  descrip- 
tion, suited  for  architectural  or  other  uses.  The  deposits  of  iron 
ore,  some  of  which  are  of  important  extent  and  favourably  situated 
for  manufacturing  purposes,  together  with  the  veins  or  beds  contain- 
ing other  minerals  of  economical  or  scientilio  value,  have  also  been 
subjects  of  very  special  examination.  A  minnte  investigation  has  also 
been  made  of  the  rocks  constituting  the  tracts.  In  addition  to  these 
points  of  more  particular  research,  minute  enquiry  has  been  directed 
to  the  interesting  tracts  in  Pittsylvania,  Halifax,  Campbell,  Prince 
Edward,  Cumberland,  Buckingham  and  Nelson  counties,  occupied 
by  a  series  of  strata  consisting  chiefly  of  red  shales  and  sandstones, 
hereafter  to  be  described  under  the  title  of  the  middle  secondary 
formation,  determining  as  accurately  as  possible  the  boundaries  of 
these  tracts  with  a  view  to  their  representation  on  the  map,  carefully 
examining  ftom  point  to  point  the  strata  of  which  they  are  com- 
posed, and  more  especially  scrutinizing  the  indications  witnessed  at 
numerous  localities,  from  which  have  been  derived  the  hope  of  find- 
ing valuable  deposits  of  coal  in  the  rocks  of  this  formation. 

Of  the  large  mass  of  information  thus  collected,  a  brief  outline 
will  be  now  presented,  embracing  such  details  and  general  results 
as  may  serve  to  illustrate  the  progress  of  our  operations  in  the  dis- 
trict under  consideration,  and  as  an  accompaniment  to  this  sketch 
likely  to  be  useful  to  such  as  are  unacquainted  with  the  terms  by 
which  the  numerous  varieties  of  rocks  and  minerals  met  with  in  this 
region  are  properly  to  be  designated,  I  will  in  the  first  place  intro- 
duce a  description  as  familiar  as  possible  of  the  more  important  of 
these  varieties,  according  to  the  names  by  which  in  scientific  lan- 
guage they  are  respectively  known.  In  entering  on  this  description, 
it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  observe,  as  bearing  upon  a  common 
misconception  as  to  the  utility  of  these  learned  technicalities,  as  they 
are  sometimes  called,  that  of  the  necessity  of  some  such  special  des- 
ignation for  each  peculiar  mineral,  mixture  or  compound,  no  doubt 


can  be  entertained  TPben  it  is  considered  that  in  the  common  lan- 
guage applied  to  these  objects,  materials  of  very  opposite  character 
and  composition  are  confounded ;  as,  for  example,  granite  and  gneiss 
with  sandstone,  mica  slate  with  soapstone,  and  ores  of  iron  with 
those  of  silver,  lead  or  gold,  and  that  in  different  districts,  the  same 
material  is  often  called  bj  different  names;  and  when  it  is  further 
borne  in  mind,  that  in  a  multitude  of  cases  minerals  and  rocks  have 
received  no  common  name,  although  from  their  peculiarities  of  com- 
position and  use,  they  are  entitled  to  some  specific  appellation.  In 
a  word,  the  technicalities  of  science  in  these  particulars  are  equally 
necessary  with  those  of  the  workshop,  the  warehouse,  the  plantation 
or  the  mine,  because  they  equally  refer  to  the  peeuliarities  of  ob- 
jects, to  each  of  which,  as  matter  of  convenience,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  appropriate  a  particular  name,  distinguishing  it  from  the 
others. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  district  in  Question  is  occupied  by 
rocks  of  a  very  ancient  geological  date,  for  the  most  part  appertain- 
ing to  the. class  called  primary — some  of  these  occurring  in  irregular 
masses  or  prolonged  beds,  consisting  of  materials  having  a  crystal- 
line structure,  are  destitute  of  any  regular  stratification,  and  incapa- 
ble of  being  subdivided  into  uniform  layers.  These,  from  their  anal- 
ogy to  undoubted  igneous  products  of  ancient  as  well  as  modern 
formation,  geologists  would  with  one  consent  refer  to  an  origin  de- 
pending on  the  agency  of  subterranean  heat.  Others  also  presenting 
the  crystalline  structure,  though  with  far  less  of  distinctness,  are 
regularly  stratified,  and  more  or  less  divisible  into  thin  layers  or 
sheets,  while  others  again  with  much  less,  and  often  with  but  little, 
of  this  structure  in  their  parts,  exhibit  the  stratified  arrangement 
and  the  slaty  lamination  in  a  very  remarkable  d^ree.  To  both  of 
these  varieties,  which  in  the  language  of  some  geologists  may  be  de- 
nominated met^imorphic  rocks,  would  be  ascribed  an  origin  due  in 
the  first  place  to  the  deposition  from  water  of  the  materials  compos- 
ing these  rocks  in  the  stratified  form  they  now  present,  and  in  the 
second  to  the  modifying  agencies  of  heat  and  other  causes,  impart- 
ing more  or  less  of  a  crystalline  character  to  the  materials  thus 
brought  together,  and  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  obliterating  the 
original  structure  of  the  mass.  Thus,  while  the  rocks  of  the  first  of 
these  varieties  bear  no  evidence  either  in  their  composition  or  struct- 
ure of  any  agency  but  that  of  heat  being  concerned  in  impressing 
the  characters  they  now  display,  those  of  the  two  latter  give  intrinsic 
indications  that  aqueous  and  igneous  causes  in  succession  bore  each 
a  part  in  the  formation  of  the  strata  as  they  now  appear. 

Besides  the  classes  of  rocks  just  mentioned,  in  which  are  included 
a  great  variety  of  mineral  compounds,  there  occur  in  this  region  two 
others,  one  a  rook  of  exclusively  ignetms  production,  and  remarkable 
for  being  frequently  found  in  lines  or  ridges  more  or  less  transverse 
to  the  adjacent  strata,  and  from  this  as  well  as  other  reasons,  judged 
to  have  been  intruded  among  them  in  a  molten  state  after  their  con- 
solidation, filling  the  fissures  created  by  the  subterranean  movements 
accompanying  the  intrusion,  the  other  consisting  of  materials  col- 


lected  in  the  form  o/iediment  bj  the  action  of  watery  and  excepting 
in  a  few  instances  wliere  iDvaded  by  the  before  mentioned  igneons 
rock,  exempt  from  the  usaal  indications  of  the  modifying  effects  of 
subterranean  heat.  The  former  are  the  trap  rocks  of  this  region, 
the  latter  the  group  of  sandstones,  shales,  &c.  hereafter  to  be  de- 
scribed under  the  title  of  middle  secondary  rocks.  These  last  are 
the  only  mineral  masses  in  the  region,  in  which  animal  and  vegeta- 
ble impressions  are  to  be  found,  and  as  hereafter  will  be  seen,  are 
composed  in  part  at  least  of  the  fragments,  and  as  it  were,  sweep- 
ings of  the  unatratified  and  metamorphic  rocks  above  referred  to. 
Bence  obviously  they  are  of  later  date  than  these,  but  at  the 
same  time  lay  daim  to  a  higher  antiquity  than  that  of  the  trap 
rocks  by  which  in  many  places  they  have  been  penetrated  from 
beneath. 

Chapter  2. 
Mineral  eharaeten  and  contente  of  more  important  Rocks, 

The  following  description  of  the  mineral  characters  and  contents 
of  the  more  important  rocks,  whether  purely  igneons,  metamorphio 
or  sedimentary,  found  in  this  and  other  corresponding  parts  of  the 
state,  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  useful  in  preparing  the  reader,  not  yet  ac- 
quainted with  the  names  and  characters  of  these  rocks,  for  under- 
standing clearly  the  full  development  of  the  investigations  in  this 
extensive  portion  of  our  territory,  to  be  published  at  a  future  day, 
and  taken  in  connection  with  the  accompanying  sketches  of  the  sev- 
eral tracts  more  particularly  occupied  by  each  variety  of  rock,  may 
serve  to  convey  some  practical  knowledge  of  the  geology  of  the  dis- 
trict now  more  especially  in  view. 

1.  Quartz.  A  simple  or  unmixed  mineral  composed  of  pure 
silex,  or  the  earth  of  flints.  Clear  white  sand,  if  sharp  grit,  is  nearly 
pure  quartz  in  a  divided  state.  Chemically,  it  is  called  nlex  or  silUa^ 
and  a  rock  or  earth  in  which  it  abounds  is  called  eiliceoue.  Quartz 
is  often  met  with  in  nearly  or  quite  transparent  crystals,  terminated 
when  perfect  by  pointed  pyramids  of  six  sides.  It  is  often  called 
flint  rock,  and  when  crystallized,  diamond  rock,  from  its  transpar- 
ency and  its  power  of  cutting  glass.  In  almost  every  portion  of  our 
primary  region,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  state,  this  mineral 
may  be  found  either  in  crystals  or  in  beds  or  veins,  in  which  latter 
forms  it  is  less  pure  and  transparent.  It  is  chiefly  in  these  veins  or 
beds  that  the  gold  ore  of  this  region  has  been  found.  The  rock  in 
such  case  is  called  auriferous  quartz.  Common  clay  consists  of  this 
comminatcd  or  subdivided  quartz,  blended  with  alumina  or  pure 
clay,  of  which  pipe  clay  is  an  example,  according  as  the  one  or  the 
other  predominates.  The  mixture  is  called  siliceoue  or  argillaceoite 
clay,  the  latter  term  being  formed  from  argile^  synonymous  with 
alumina.  So  also  many  rocks  are  tenned  siliceous  or  argUlaceouSj 
from  their  composition  in  this  respect.   Quartz  or  silez  and  alumina 
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form  the  principal  oonstituents  of  rocks  taken  in  tbe  agg^egate^  and 
of  the  two,  silex  is  the  more  abundant  The  same  is  true  of  soils  in 
general,  which  in  regard  to  their  mineral  nature,  are  bat  deoom- 
posed  or  pulverized  rock. 

2.  Felspar.  An  unmixed  mineral,  verj  abundant  in  rooks.  It 
is  white,  yellowish,  flesh  coloured,  and  of  other  hues,  rareljr  trans- 
parent, and  when  so,  called  gloMy  feUpar,  Its  crystals  form  the 
opaque  white  portion  of  common  granite,  which  is  often  seen  to 
decompose  by  exposure  to  the  weather  into  a  white  smooth  powder, 
resembling  the  finest  chalk.  This  powder  constitutes  porcelain  elay^ 
and  is  found  very  abundantly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  decomposing 
feispnthic  rocks.  Numerous  localities  of  this  clay  are  met  with  in 
the  primary  region,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  a  belt  passing 
through  Prince  Edward  and  Cumberland  counties,  a  little  east  of 
their  court-houses. 

As  might  be  expected,  wherever  this  mineral  in  a  decomp08ing 
state  abounds,  a  tenacious  clayey  soil  is  the  result  The  principd 
ingredients  of  common  Felspar  are  silex,  alamina  and  potash — but 
there  is  a  variety  called  Alhite^  from  its  peculiarly  white  colour,  in 
which  soda  takes  the  place  of  the  potash.  This  is  the  more  liable  of 
the  two  to  decomposition.  While  undergoing  this  change,  they  lose 
their  potash  and  soda,  which  are  carried  off  by  the  pervading  moist- 
ure. Owing  to  the  presence  of  these  alkalies.  Felspar  is  capable  of 
being  fused  into  a  kind  of  glass.  Hence  the  impropriety  of  select- 
ing for  hearth-stones  for  furnaces,  as  has  been  done  in  some  in- 
stances in  this  state,  granite  or  any  other  rock  in  which  there  is 
Felspar.  The  residuary  clays  from  which  the  potash  and  soda  have 
been  removed,  may  be  used  in  their  crude  state  for  the  manufacture 
oifire-lritik. 

8.  MioA.  An  unmixed  mineral  having  a  shining  silvery  surface, 
and  capable  of  being  split  into  very  thin  elastic  leaves  or  scales.  In 
common  with  some  other  minerals  resembling  it,  it  is  vulgarly  called 
Isinglass.  It  constitutes  the  shining  part  of  granite,  and  when  by 
the  falling  to  pieces  of  the  rock,  caused  by  the  decomposition  of  the 
Felspar,  it  mixes  with  the  earth,  its  innumerable  glistening  scales 
are  the  mark  of  what  is  called  an  vtingloM  9oiL  It  is  of  various 
aspects,  transparent,  green,  black,  silvery,  golden.  When  perfect, 
the  thin  scales  are  regular  six  sided  figures.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
indestructible  of  minerals  by  ordinary  natural  agencies,  being  found 
in  the  sands  of  the  Tertiary  formation,  though  to  have  reached  such 
a  position  it  must  in  many  instances  have  passed  through  the  suc- 
cessive stages  of  the  secondary  formation  after  its  first  separation 
from  the  primary  rocks  of  which  it  was  originally  a  part.  The 
principal  ingredients  of  Mica,  are  silex,  alumina,  potash  and  oxide 
of  iron  (or  iron  rust).  In  many  rocks  the  scales  of  this  mineral  are 
arranged  in  layers,  and  thus  impart  to  the  mass  the  property  of 
being  readily  split  into  slabs  in  the  direction  of  these  layers.  Many 
superior  varieties  of  building  stone  contain  much  Mica. 
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4.  Talo.  An  Tininized  mineral,  bearing  a  utrong  reeemblance  to 
Mica,  bnt  distinguiBhed  from  it  by  its  want  of  elasticity  when  divided 
into  thin  layers,^  by  its  being  readily  scraped  with  the  nail,  and  by 
the  smooth  and  soapy  feel  of  its  saiface — from  which  last  property 
rocks  containing  much  of  it  are  not  nnfreqnently  called  soap  stone. 
Its  most  osnal  colours  are  various  shades  of  green.  In  composition 
it  greatly  differs  from  Mica,  consisting  chiefly  of  silex  and  magnesia. 
This  mineral  is  present  in  many  of  the  rocks  of  our  primary  region, 
particularly  such  as  have  a  slaty  character.  It  is  found  in  crystal- 
line plates  of  a  bright  green  colour,  at  the  Folly  in  Amherst  county, 
and  in  other  localities. 

5.  HoBKBLENDB.  An  unmizcd  mineral  of  a  dark  green  or  black 
colour.  Found  in  small  slender  crystals  closely  compacted  together, 
or  in  crystals  of  a  more  granular  form.  It  is  the  ingredient  that 
gives  the  dark  colour  to  many  of  the  primary  rocks,  and  to  trap ; 
and  being  much  denser  than  either  of  the  preceding  minerals,  im- 
parts to  these  rocks  their  superior  weight.  When  decomposed,  it 
usually  forms  a  soil  of  a  deep  red  colour,  always  remarkably  produc- 
tive. The  black  sand  so  common  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Horn- 
blende rocks,  is  in  part  composed  of  the  unchanged  granules  of  this 
mineral.  Hornblende  is  composed  chiefly  of  silex,  alumina,  lime, 
magnesia  and  oxide  of  iron.  To  its  lime,  which  sometimes  amounts 
to  14  per  cent.,  and  in  some  measure  also  to  its  magnesia,  may  no 
doubt  be  ascribed  the  peculiar  fertility  of  the  soils  it  produces. 
From  its  weight  and  greenish  colour,  as  well  as  from  the  occasional 
occurrence  of  a  little  copper  with  it,  Hornblende  is  often  mist^en 
for  an  ore  of  that  metal. 

6.  Epidote.  An  unmixed  mineral,  sometimes  crystallized  in 
slender  diverging  crystals,  sometimes  in  grains  of  various  shades  of 
green  and  yellow,  but  as  found  with  us  usually  of  a  light  green, 
harder,  and  a  little  more  ponderous  than  Hornblende.  Like  that 
rock,  when  decomposed,  it  forms  a  soil  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and, 
if  any  thing,  more  fertile.  The  red  lands  of  Albemarle,  and  parts 
of  Nelson  and  Oampbell  counties  are  due  to  this  rock  and  Horn- 
blende, but  chiefly  to  this.  It  contains  the  same  ingredients  as 
Hornblende,  wanting  the  magnesia,  and  having  more  lime  and  alu- 
mina, the  former  sometimes  ^mounting  to  24  per  cent.  The  red 
colour  of  the  soil,  derived  from  both  iJiese  minerals,  is  due  to  the 
large  proportion  of  oxide  of  iron  they  contain,  sometimes  amount- 
ing to  80  per  cent. 

This  mineral  forms  the  principal  ingredient  of  the  hard,  light 
green  rocks  of  the  Blue  Bidge,  Southwest  mountain  and  Green 
mountain,  and  of  various  minor  ridges  within  a  belt  of  about  20 
miles  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  is  often  found  in  those  rocks  in 
groups  of  delicate  crystals.  This  also  in  some  cases  has  been  mis- 
taken for  copper  ore. 

7.  Ohlobite.    An  unmixed  mineral,  of  a  leek  green  or  blackish 


green  colour,  oompoBed  of  minute  Bcales  of  an  eartbj  texture.  It 
has  the  greasy  feel  of  Talc,  though  in  a  much  less  degree,  and  may 
generally  be  distinguished  from  that  mineral  by  not  being  separable 
into  layers  of  such  extent,  and  by  its  much  more  earthy  appearance. 
Its  ingredients  are  silex,  alumina,  magnesia,  potash  ana  oxide  of 
iron — agreeing  very  nearly  in  composition,  as  it  does  strikingly  in 
colour,  with  the  substance  found  in  New  Jersey  and  in  lower  Vir- 
ginia called  green  sand.  There  seems  also  reason  to  believe  that  it 
resembles  the  green  sand  in  its  fertilizing  effects,  for  in  the  soil  of 
the  Green  spring  lands  of  Louisa  county,  and  a  similar  belt  in  Buck- 
ingham, remarkable  for  the  greenish  aspect  of  the  land,  much  Chlo- 
rite is  disseminated. 

This  mineral  is  much  less  abundant  than  those  previously  men- 
tioned, and  occurs  with  us  chiefly  in  a  species  of  Gneiss,  in  the 
districts  just  named. 

8.  Steatite,  (a  pure  variety  of  soap  stone.)  An  unmixed  min- 
eral, of  various  shades  of  grey,  white,  green,  yellow,  &c.,  of  which 
grey  and  white  are  most  usual,  the  colours  generally  arranged  in 
spots  or  blotches,  easily  cut,  somewhat  greasy  to  the  touch,  not  in- 
clined to  split  in  thin  layers.  It  closely  resembles  Tdc  in  appear- 
ance and  properties,  and,  like  that  mineral,  consists  almost  entirely 
of  silex  and  magnesia.  As  is  well  known,  soap  stone  is  extensively 
applied  in  the  arts,  and  for  domestic  uses,  owing  to  the  readiness 
with  which  it  may  be  wrought  into  any  required  form,  and  its  du- 
rability under  an  intense  heat.  As  Talc  and  Steatite  pass  into  one 
another  by  insensible  gradations,  much  of  the  soap  stone  used  is  Tal- 
cose  as  well  as  Steatitic.  This  rock  occurs  in  our  primary  region, 
at  many  points,  in  considerable  extent,  and  of  a  quality  to' fit  it  for 
serviceable  use. 

9.  SoHORL.  An  unmixed  mineral,  of  a  black  colour  and  glassy 
surface.  It  is  usually  met  with  in  the  form  of  long  crystals  of  about 
the  thickness  of  a  quill,  maintaining  the  same  thickness  from  end 
to  end,  and  having  from  three  to  nine  sides.  When  embedded  in 
Quartz  rock,  as  commonly  found,  its  shining  surface  nnd  its  form 
render  it  very  easy  of  recognition.  It  occurs  at  numerous  points  in 
Mecklenburg,  Lunenburg,  Amelia,  Buckingham,  Ac.,  and  is  particu- 
larly abundant  in  the  latter  county  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Willis^'s 
mountain.  Its  principal  components  are  silex,  alumina  and  oxide 
of  iron.  Specimens  have  been  sent  to  me  under  the  belief  that  it 
was  anthracite  coal. 

10.  Ktantte.  An  unmixed  mineral,  of  various  sliades  of  blue 
blended  with  white,  the  blue  and  white  often  presented  in  veins  on 
the  same  specimen.  Tlie  fignre  of  the  crystal  thin,  broad  and  flat. 
It  is  hard  enough  to  scratch  glass.  The  crystals  occur  closely 
grouped  together,  and  crossing  or  standing  on  each  other.  It  is 
composed  of  silex  and  alumina,  and  is  a  heavy  mineral,  being  more 
ponderous  than  Hornblende.     Willis's  mountain  is  a  remarkable 
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looalitjT  for  this  mineral,  presenting  it  in  great  abundance,  and  of 
varions  hues. 

11.  Sulphate  of  Baryta.  A  mineral  usnally  of  a  white  or  yel- 
lowish white  colour,  sometimes  crystallized,  sometimes  finely  gran- 
ular, in  the  former  case  slightly  transparent,  in  the  latter  opaque. 
It  is  readily  distinguished  by  its  great  weight,  being  even  heavier 
than  most  iron  ores.  In  the  compact  granular  form  it  is  readily  cut 
by  the  knife,  from  which  property,  as  well  as  its  colour,  it  has  been 
mistaken  for  gypsum,  and  actually  ground  and  applied  to  the  soil. 
Its  weight  is  nearly  twice  as  great  as  that  of  gypsum,  which  would 
alone  serve  to  prevent  their  being  confounded.  The  chief  use  of 
this  material  is  as  a  white  painty  for  which  it  is  largely  consumed, 
particularly  in  mixture  with  white  lead. 

Numerous  small,  and  some  abundant  localities  of  the  Sulphate 
of  Baryta  are  known  in  the  southern  district,  amoug  which  may  be 
cited  the  ridge  between  Beaver  and  Opossam  creeks  near  Lynch- 
burg, and  Bore  Auger  mountain  in  Bedford  county.  It  also  occurs 
in  considerable  quantities  in  Fauquier  oountyj 

12.  Gabnet.  a  mineral  of  a  red,  yellowish  red,  or  brown  col- 
our, occurring  in  crystals  VHrying  in  size  from  a  pin's  head  to  several 
inches  in  diameter.  It  is  remarkable  for  the  beautiful  regularity  of 
its  form,  and  tlie  number  of  its  faces  or  surfaces,  which  varies  from 
12  to  24.    By  the  uninformed  a  perfect  crystal  would  certainly  be 

}>ronounced  the  work  of  art.  Its  constituents  are  silex,  alumina, 
ime  and  oxide  of  iron,  the  lime  20,  the  ox.  iron  16  per  cent.  From 
the  large  quantity  of  lime  present,  it  is  a  comparatively  fusible  min- 
eral, and  hence  some  rocks  in  which  it  abounds  may  be  used  as  an 
auxiliary  fiux  for  iron  ores,  having  the  additional  advantage  of 
themselves  furnishing  a  considerable  amount  of  iron.  It  occurs  in 
some  of  the  primary  and  metamorphic  rooks  very  abundantly,  and 
is  met  with  in  the  southern  region,  particularly  in  rocks  of  the  lat- 
ter class  in  numerous  places.  The  neighbourhood  of  New  Canton 
in  Buckingham  county,  may  be  mentioned  as  an  interesting  lo- 
cality. 

13.  Granite.  An  unstratified  or  igneous  rock  generally  found 
inferior  to  or  associated  with  the  oldest  stratified  and  metamorphic 
rocks,  and  sometimes  penetrating  them  in  the  form  of  veinsy  and  of 
dyies  or  walls  rising  in  the  midst  of  them.  The  common  varieties 
of  granite  consist  of  quartz,  felspar  and  mica,  the  first  being  the 
transparent,  glassy  ingredient,  the  second  the  white  or  pinkish  mat- 
ter dispose<l  to  crumble,  the  last  the  shining  ingredient  in  plates  or 
scales.  All  these  materials  are  cryetalline  and  entirely  exempt  from 
indications  of  the  wearing  action  of  water.  When  the  granite  is 
coarse,  the  constituent  minerals  are  very  readily  distinguished  from 
one  another  by  the  naked  eye,  but  in  the  varieties  of  a  fine  texture 
the  microscope  is  sometimes  necessary.  Rocks  of  the  latter  descrip- 
tion are  not  unfrequently  confounded  with  sandstone,  and  called  by 
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that  name.  la  the  latter,  however,  the  grains  of  qnartz  are  always 
more  or  less  roanded  or  water  worn,  and  when  present  the  felspar 
is  in  a  decomposed  state,  and  the  mica  has  lot^t  its  regular  six- sided 
form.  Talc  and  hornblende  sometimes  take  the  place  of  felspar  and 
mica,  and  are  sometimes  present  in  addition  to  the  other  ingredients. 
A  tme  nnstratified  granite,  though  extensively  displayed  in  some 
parts  of  oar  southern  district,  is  by  no  means  of  common  occurrence. 
As  an  example  of  it,  I  would  cite  the  belt  of  whitish,  hard,  solid 
rock,  extending  from  a  short  distance  east  of  Little  Falling  river  in 
Campbell  county  with  a  breadth  of  between  one  and  two  miles 
across  the  Staanton  river  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Brookneal. 

14.  SiEKiTB,  is  the  name  given  to  those  varieties  of  granite  in 
which  the  mica  is  nearly  or  entirely  absent,  or  is  replaced  by  horn- 
blende, and  in  which  the  felspar  is  relatively  abundant.  It  occurs 
in  almost  every  variety  and  at  numerous  places  throughout  this 
region,  embedded  generally  in  the  rock  next  to  be  mentioned.  At 
Gollin^B  ferry,  Buffalo  cr.  and  TV  hipping  creek  in  Halifax  and  Camp- 
bell counties,  a  valuable  variety  is  found  composed  of  light  or  flesh 
coloured  felspar,  black  hornblende  and  some  quartz,  but  no  mica. 
It  is  hard,  i^rmaneot,  with  no  disposition  to  decomposition,  and 
occurs  in  large  solid  masses,  seen  projecting  above  the  river  and 
extending  for  some  distance  both  above  and  below  the  ferry.  It  is 
here  quarried  for  millstones,  formed  of  a  single  piece,  and  is  called 
mill  stone  grit,  a  name  properly  belonging  to  a  sandy  rock  contain- 
ing water  worn  pebbles. 

On  the  James  river,  four  miles  above  Greenway,  near  Harrises 
branch,  there  occurs  in  the  bank  a  little  away  from  the  canal  a  body 
of  dark  sienite  or  sienitic  trap  in  large  irregular  or  globular  masses, 
which  are  quarried  for  locks  and  culverts  in  this  vicinity.  Ihe  rock 
is  composed  of  dark  green  hornblende  and  white  felspar,  both  dis- 
tinctly crystallized,  and  forms  an  admirable  building  stone  easily 
dressed.  The  tendency  to  a  globular  form  which  these  masses  ex- 
hibit is  very  distinct  and  remarkable.  This  belt  of  sienite  is  of  con- 
siderable breadth,  and  extends  both  ways  in  the  general  direction 
of  the  river  for  many  miles.  Other  localities  need  not  at  present  be 
specified. 

15.  Gneiss.  A  stratified  rock  composed  of  the  same  materials 
as  granite,  having  a  laminated  texture.  Usually,  it  has  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  mica  and  less  felspar  than  granite.  It  admits 
of  numerous  varieties  in  which  hornblende,  garnet,  kyanite,  &c.  are 
more  or  less  abundant.  The  rocks  of  this  description  are  among  the 
most  common  occurring  in  the  southern  district,  and  the  continua- 
tion of  the  same  region  across  the  state.  Owing  to  their  stratified 
structure,  many  of  these  varieties  admit  of  being  quarried  out  in 
large  and  uniform  slabs,  the  faces  of  which  in  many  cases  arc  thickly 
spangled  with  scales  of  mica.  Gneiss  rocks  are  in  extensive  use  as 
building  materials  in  nearly  all  the  Atlantic  states.  In  the  southern 
district,  they  have  been  quarried  below  Columbia,  and  between  that 


point  and  Lynchbnrgr,  and  at  variona  other  places,  both  for  poblio 
and  private  oonstmctions. 

The  quarry  immediately  east  of  Colnmbia  is  sitnated  in  a  hill 
from  which  a  large  amonnt  of  rock  has  been  removed,  principally 
for  the  construction  of  the  aqueduct  across  the  Rivanna  river.  The 
rock  is  here  a  grey  granitic  gneiss  composed  of  thick  beds,  rolling 
from  a  nearly  horizontal  position  to  various  directions  of  dip,  the 
predominant  of  which  as  seen  in  the  quarry  is  NW.  The  hill, 
viewed  as  a  whole,  presents  an  instance  of  globular  concentric  con- 
struction on  a  large  scale,  the  layers  of  rock  from  2  to  6  feet  in 
thickness,  appearing  to  be  arranged  in  the  form  of  successive  shells, 
one  upon  another.  This,  which  is  a  common  feature  in  granite,  as 
well  as  trap  rocks,  and  seems  referrible  to  the  effects  of  heat,  does 
not  mark  the  true  stratification  of  the  rock,  which  in  the  present 
instance,  though  almost  obliterated,  would  seem  to  have  originally 
been  in  planes  dipping  to  the  SE.  This  in  general  is  the  direction 
in  which  the  plates  of  mica  lie  in  the  rook,  from  which  results  the 
farther  peculiarity,  that  when  we  stand  upon  the  undisturbed  beds 
at  the  quarry,  the  edges  of  these  plates  only  being  exposed,  the  rook 
presents  a  light  grey  colour,  but  when  we  view  a  surface  exposed 
by  the  transverse  fracture,  it  presents  innumerable  black  shining 
scales  of  mica. 

A  similar  rock  occurs  extensively  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  in  Cumberland  county,  where  it  has  been  largely  explored  in 
three  quarries.  In  fact,  all  these  quarries  may  be  regarded  as  mark- 
ing the  general  position  of  a  wide  but  variable  belt  of  grey  granitic 
gneiss  extending  for  many  miles  both  to  the  north  and  south  of  the 
James  river. 

Without  attempting  at  this  time  to  enumerate  localities,  or  to 
enter  into  details  in  regard  to  this  rock  as  examined  at  a  great  num- 
ber of  places,  I  will  briefly  allude  to  a  few  of  the  belts  or  bands  of 
it  which  have  been  traced. 

The  rocks  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Halifax  0.  H.,  and  in  a  belt 
of  country  extending  thence  through  Charlotte  C.  H.  into  Prince 
Edward  county,  are  for  the  most  part  of  this  description.  They 
contain  much  felspar,  and  are  in  general  decomposed  to  some  depth, 
forming  a  stiff  clayey  and  sometimes  gravelly  soil,  which  is  not  pro- 
ductive, bands  of  hornblendio  sienite  occurring  in  various  parts  of  it, 
as,  for  example,  about  Charlotte  C.  H.,  impart  as  usual  a  red  ringe 
and  more  fertile  character  to  the  land.  A  short  distance  from  Hali- 
fax C.  H.  on  the  road  to  Danville,  this  rock  is  boldly  exposed  im- 
mediately at  the  road.  It  is  a  dark  grey  gneiss,  containing  much 
felspar,  and  presents  a  striking  instance  of  the  penetration  of  such 
rocks  by  veins  of  igneous  material.  The  two  larger  of  these  veins, 
consisting  of  felspathic  granite,  may  be  traced  for  many  yards,  ana 
are  seen  crossing  each  other  without  any  disturbance  at  the  points 
of  intersection,  the  smaller  jcomposed  almost  entirely  of  felspar  in 
traversing  the  former,  have  occasioned  a  displacement  of  their  op- 
posite or  corresponding  parts,  so  as  to  shift  the  vein  about  two 
inches  aside  from  its  former  direction,  indicating  by  this  the  occur- 
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rence  of  two  eaoceasive  intrasions  of  the  igneous  matter,  tlie  latter 
attended  with  the  production  of  fissures  crossing  and  displacing  die 
veins  previously  introduced. 

Near  Danville  another  belt  of  gneiss  of  similar  composition  is 
seen  crossing  the  river  above  the  bridge,  forming  the  great  falls, 
and  extending  northwestwardly,  or  in  the  direction  of  its  brearlth 
about  a  mile.  This  belt  continues  through  Pittsylvania  and  Camp* 
bell  counties. 

A  wide  belt  of  micaceous  and  felspathic  gneiss  traverses  Albe- 
marle, Nelson,  Amherst,  Bedford,  Franklin  and  Patrick  counties, 
presenting  frequent  beds  of  granite  and  sienite,  the  latter  more 
largely  developed  in  proceeding  towards  the  southwest  This  zone, 
including  the  county  seats  of  all  these  counties,  extends  on  either 
side  over  an  area  of  variable  breadth,  but  sometimes  reaching  nearly 
to  the  Blue  Ridge. 

In  all  these  belts  of  gneiss,  much  variation  is  observed  in  the  ma- 
terials of  the  rock  as  exhibited  at  different  places.  Hornblende, 
talc,  chlorite,  kyanite,  and  other  minerals  occurring  incorporated 
in  the  mass.  Where  the  first  is  present  in  marked  proportion, 
forming  a  horiiblendic  gneiss,  the  soil,  as  might  be  expected,  is  of 
a  red  colour,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  Nelson  and  Amherst 
courthouses.  The  chlorite,  as  already  noticed,  gives  a  greenish 
tinge. 

It  should  here  be  remarked,  that  in  many  varieties  of  gneiss  dis- 
played throughout  this  region,  a  very  marked  amount  of  snlphuret 
of  iron  (iron  pyrites)  exists  in  the  form  of  brilliant  crystals  dissemi- 
nated through  the  mass.  This,  as  a  general  rule,  impairs  the  dura- 
bility of  the  rock  when  used  as  a  building  material,  because  of  the 
readiness  with  which  these  crystals  are  decomposed  by  the  atmos- 
phere, and  the  softened  condition  of  the  mass  tliey  thus  induce. 
Such  rocks,  however  fresh  and  clear  their  surface  when  first  re- 
moved from  the  quarry,  in  process  of  time  become  studded  with 
small  brown  ferruginous  specks,  which  gradually  extend  themselves 
so  as  to  injure  the  appearance  as  well  as  the  solidity  of  the  mass. 
As  would  be  anticipated,  the  soil  produced  by  the  decomposition  of 
gneiss  of  this  description  nossesses  more  or  less  of  a  reddish  hue, 
but  cannot  be  expected  to  aisplay  the  agricultural  character  of  that 
of  similar  complexion  formed  of  hornblende,  epidote,  or  other  rocks 
abounding  in  lime.  Hence,  as  is  well  known,  there  are  tracts  of 
red  land  noted  for  sterility,  as  there  are  others  for  their  productive- 
ness. 

An  interesting  variety  of  gneiss  is  met  with  in  Bnckingham 
county,  forming  the  chief  mass  of  Willis's  mountain  and  Wood's, 
improperly  named  on  the  map  Appomattox  mountain.  When 
freshly  broken,  it  is  a  whitish  gneiss,  composed  in  large  part  of 
quartz  in  grains,  with  a  little  mica,  bearing  some  resemblance  to  a 
coarse  sandstone,  and  containing  a  large  amount  of  kyanite.  The 
former  mountain  consists  of  two  knobs  with  a  low  gap  between. 
The  beds  of  kyanitic  gneiss  are  amply  exposed  on  the  top  of  both 
knobs  in  massive  ledges,  and  in  the  steep  precipices  looking  towards 
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the  westy  the  dip  of  the  strata  being  to  the  S£.  at  an  angle  of  abont 
75  degrees.  Associated  with  these  rocks  are  found  schorl  and  mag- 
netic oxide  of  iron.  From  the  peculiar  character  of  this  gneiss,  and 
the  abundance  and  variety  of  the  kyanite  and  other  minerals  in  and 
around  it,  this  mountnin  is  destined  to  become  noted  among  miner- 
alogists. The  following  are  some  of  the  specimens  collected  at  this 
locality : 

1.  Grey  gneiss  containing  white  kyanite,  tinged  ^'ed  by  iron. 

2.  White  quartzose  gneiss  containing  kyanite. 

8.  Finely  crystallized  kyanite,  occurring  in  groups  forming  large 
masses  —  white,  bluish  and  yellowish  grey,  and  brightly 
streaked  with  blue. 

4.  Schorl  in  large  groups  of  crystals. 

5.  Actinolite,  a  bright  green  mineral  in  long  slender  crystal)^, 
found  in  a  micaceous  gneiss. 

16.  Mica  Slate.  By  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of  mica, 
compared  with  the  other  ingredients,  the  preceding  rock  passes  into 
one  possessing  the  slaty  structure  in  a  much  higher  degree,  and 
which  is  called  mica  slate.  In  this  the  plates  of  mica  sometimes 
compose  nearly  the  whole  of  the  mass,  being  merely  cemented  to- 
gether in  parallel  planes  by  a  small  amount  of  intervening  quartz. 
In  other  cases  the  mica  is  les9  predominant,  and  some  felspar  as 
well  as  a  large  proportion  of  quartz  are  present,  so  as  to  furnish  a 
mixture  closely  approaching  to  gneiss.  In  fact  the  passage  Irom 
the  one  group  to  the  other  is  by  insensible  gradations,  so  that  by 
different  observers  the  same  rock  is  sometimes  associated  with  them 
both. 

As  will  readily  be  inferred,  there  is  great  variety  in  the  composi- 
tion and  structure  of  mica  slate.  As  seen  in  our  southern  distnct,  it 
sometimes  presents  the  mica  in  conspicuous  scales,  but  more  fre- 
quently in  minute  ones,  abundantly  disseminated  in  the  mass,  and 
giving  to  the  freshly  exposed  surface  of  the  slate  a  glisteoing  surface 
and  a  certain  degree  of  smoothness  to  the  touch. 

The  principal  belt  of  this  rock  extends  through  Buckingham^ 
Campbell  and  Pittsylvania,  into  Henry  county,  becoming  less  fully 
developed  as  it  proceeds  towards  the  southwest.  In  general  direc- 
tion it  conforms  to  the  course  of  the  James  river  between  Scottsville 
and  Lynchburg,  passing  across  the  river  and  expanding  for  some 
breadth  into  Nelson  and  Amherst  counties,  though  not  without  the 
intervention  of  wide  bands  of  sienite,  gneiss,  limestone,  and  another 
variety  of  slate  presently  to  be  described,  in  which  the  mica  is  either 
in  part  or  wholly  replaced  by  talc.  As  presented  in  Buckingham  and 
Campbell  over  a  breadth  of  about  8  miles,  its  predominant  variety  is 
a  fine  grained  rock,  in  which  the  scales  of  mica  are  very  small,  and 
blended  more  or  less  with  talc.  Most  usually  it  has  the  structure  of 
a  highly  fissile  slate,  weathering  into  small  flakes  or  chips,  but  in 
many  places  it  is  largely  intersected  by  veins  of  quartz  and  epidote, 
and  then  exhibits  great  hardness  and  a  more  imperfect  slaty  struc- 
ture. 


292 

For  the  most  part  the  soils  of  this  belt,  varying  from  a  light  grey 
and  greenish  yellow  to  a  niottle<l  red  colour,  are  comparatively  un- 
prodaotive,  bat  whenever  the  latter  tint,  nsaally  produced  by  the 
decomposition  of  the  iron  pyrites  common  in  the  rock,  is  accom* 
panied  with  fragments  of  Epidote  or  Hornblende,  indicating  the 
source  of  the  red  colour,  at  least  in  part,  better  agricultural  proper- 
ties are  displayed. 

It  will  presejitly  be  seen  that  limestone  is  of  frequent  occurrence 
near  the  western  margin  of  these  rucks,  but  within  the  general  belt  of 
whicli  I  am  now  speaking,  no  where  could  it  have  been  placed  more 
opportunely  for  the  agricultural  improvement  of  this  district.  For, 
perhaps,  of  all  the  soils  tliroughout  the  southern  region,  none  have 
naturally  less  calcareous  matter  than  those  derived  from  the  light 
coloured  slates  referred  to — and  if  we  are  to  be  guided  by  the  expe- 
rience of  those  enterprising  farmers  living  within  this  belt,  who  have 
availed  themselves  of  this  resource,  none  are  more  certain  to  derive 
amelioration  from  a  judicious  use  of  lime. 

IT.  Talo  Slate.  As  already  indicated,  the  micaceous  slates  of 
the  belt  above  referred  to,  are  often  found  to  contain  a  portion  of 
Talc  along  with  the  Mica,  and  such  is  the  resemblance  of  the  two 
minerals  thus  finely  divided,  that  it  is  frequently  impossible  to  pro- 
nounce upon  the  relative  proportion  in  which  they  are  severally 
presant.  When,  however,  the  rock  has  the  remarkable  greasy  feel 
and  silken  lustre  of  Talc,  and  exhibits  few  or  no  scales  of  Mica,  it  is 
called  Talc  slate — and  where  a  marked,  though  perhaps  not  pre- 
dominating proportion  of  Talc  is  present,  it  is  more  properly  termed 
a  Talcose  slate. 

These  slates  are  chiefly  met  with  in  the  range  of  mioaoeous  slates 
above  described — sometimes  occupying  a  very  considerable  width, 
and  presenting  the  Talcose  material  in  large  proportion — sometimes 
contracted  to  narrow  bands  and  consisting  of  an  almost  pure  Talo 
slate,  and  sometimes  passing,  as  they  are  prolonged  by  insensible 
changes,  into  a  less  Talcose  and  more  micaceous  rock,  until  they  ter- 
minate in  genuine  Mica  slates. 

18.  Akoillaobous  Slate.  The  aluminous  and  siliceous  materials 
always  more  or  less  blended  with  the  Mica  and  Talc  in  the  slates 
above  described,  in  many  instances  predominate  so  largely  as  to  form 
nearly  the  only  ingredients  of  the  rock.  In  such  a  cane,  when  the 
silex  and  alumina,  in  a  finely  divided  state,  are  mingled  throughout 
the  mass,  forming  a  slaty  rock,  in  which  little  or  no  indications  of 
crystalline  texture  are  discernable,  the  slate  thus  formed  is  termed 
a  clay  slate,  or  Argillaceous  slate.  Rocks  of  this  description  most 
frequently  present  a  dark  colour,  and  are  reduced  by  weathering  into 
thin  and  tender  fragments,  which  quickly  resolve  themselves  into  a 
tenacious  clay.  They  present,  however,  great  variety  in  colour, 
texture  and  hardness,  owing  both  to  original  differences  in  the  pro- 
portion of  the  ingredients  they  contain,  and  differences  in  the  de- 
gree to  which  igneous  agency  has  modified  them  as  to  texture  and 
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composition.  As  a  class,  tbe  Argillaceous  slates  are  to  be  looked 
upon  as  exhibiting  less  of  this  modifying  inflaence  than  either  of 
the  metamorphic  rocks  above  descnbed.  As  might  be  expected 
from  the  varying  character  of  the  slaty  rocks  embraced  in  the  belt 
of  which  I  have  been  speaking,  we  meet  with  instances  of  gradual 
change  from  the  condition  of  Micaceous  and  Talcose  to  Argillaceous 
slates,  and  rarely  find  the  latter  entirely  devoid  of  Mica  or  Talc. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  Scottsville,  both  above  and  below,  are  seen 
various  mixed  slates,  presenting  by  turns  the  argillaceous,  micaceous 
and  talcose  characters,  but  especially  the  two  former.  At  numer- 
ous points  along  the  eastern  flank  of  the  Green  mountain,  and  in  the 
western  part  of  Buckingham  county,  as  well  as  in  Campbell,  the 
argillaceous  character  is  well  marked.  -  The  admirable  roofing  slate 
quarried  in  the  former  of  those  counties,  lies  in  another  and  more 
eastern  belt  of  slate  rocks,  much  less  extensively  prolonged  than  the 
main  tract  of  which  I  have  been  speaking.  Here,  however,  the 
compact  Argillaceous  slate  of  the  quarry  forms  but  one  of  the  va- 
rieties of  a  group  found  in  the  same  range,  comprising  Micaceous 
and  Talcose  slates.  This  slate,  remarkable  for  its  toughness  and 
susceptibility  of  cleavage  in  broad  thin  sheets,  bears  evident  marks 
of  the  indurating  and  other  modifying  effects  of  heat.  It  not  un- 
frequently  presents  crystalline  flakes  and  veins  of  Chlorite,  spots  of 
Epidote  and  small  crystals  of  a  peculiar  mineral,  Staurotide,  which 
is  met  with  at  several  other  points  in  the  Micaceous  and  Talcose 
slates. 

19.  QuABTZ  Slate,  or  Qiiartzite,  Among  the  various  modifica- 
tions of  the  slaty  rocks  now  under  consideration,  deriving  their  dis- 
tinctive titles  from  the  ingredient  largely  predominating  in  each,  as 
might  naturally  be  expected,  there  is  one  in  which  the  silica  or 
quartz  remains  almost  alone.  This  still  presenting  the  stratified  ar- 
rangement, and  to  some  extent,  tbe  slaty  cleavage  of  the  other  rocks 
with  which  it  is  associated  in  position,  and  as  it  would  also  appear 
in  origin,  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  the  clearly  igneous  quartz 
frequently  found  traversing  in  ramifying  and  intersecting  veins,  the 
gneiss  and  micaceous  and  other  slates.  It  should  rather  be  regarded 
as  one  of  a  series  of  products  arising  primarily  from  aqueous  cleposi- 
tion,  for  a  time  accumulating  little  else  than  siliceous  materials,  upon 
which  at  a  later  period,  the  modifying  effects  of  heat  were  power- 
fully impressed.  This  Quartz  slate  is  sometimes  distinctly  granular, 
presenting  the  aspect  of  a  pure  siliceous  sandstone,  having  the  par- 
ticles of  sand  partially  fused  together,  sometimes  it  contains  both 
Mica  and  Felspar  in  small  amonnt — and  by  weathering,  which 
removes  the  latter,  becomes  soft  and  porous.  Not  unfrequently  it 
shows  a  fibrous  structure,  and  the  smoothed  surface  of  a  micaceous 
slate.  In  a  word,  it  exhibits  all  the  varieties  of  composition,  and 
arrangement  of  parts,  that  might  be  inferred  from  the  above  view 
of  its  nature  and  origin. 

This  curious  rock  is  displayed  at  various  points  along  the  James 
river,  between  Scottsville  and  Lynchburg,  associated  with  Micaceous 
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and  Talcose  slates  and  limestone,  and  in  a  similar  connection  in  the 
general  prolongation  of  the  same  helt  as  far  as  Leesville  in  Bedford 
county.  A  few  remarks  apon  some  of  tlie  localities  in  which  it  is 
seen,  will  serve  to  shew  its  character  and  general  range. 

1.  On  the  eastern  edge  of  New  Market,  Nelson  coanty,  are  two 
ledges  of  this  rock,  the  larger  and  eastern  of  which  is  a  little  west- 
ward of  the  bed  of  marble  near  that  place.  The  smaller,  about  150 
yards  to  the  west,  is  separated  from  the  former  by  beds  of  Talcose 
slate.  The  principal  ledge  is  a  fine  granular  whitish  and  reddish 
quartz,  the  other  fine  and  coarse  granular. 

2.  At  the  mouth  of  Owen's  cr.  and  again  a  little  above  Green- 
way,  a  similar  rock  occurs,  presenting  with  some  changes  the  usual 
southeasterly  dip  of  the  rocks  of  this  district.  It  is  distinctly  strati- 
fied, some  layers  quite  solid  and  2  or  8  feet  thick,  others  in  a  state 
of  decomposition,  not  crumbling,  however,  but  retaining  their  origi- 
nal shape,  having  become  externally  of  a  dark  colour,  and  porous 
within,  from  the  removal  of  the  felspar,  which  along  with  mica  ex- 
ists in  small  quantity  in  the  unchanged  rock. 

8.  Lee's  mountain  about  one  mile  west  of  Leesville,  Bedford  coun- 
ty, is  composed  of  a  fine  granular  quartz  rock,  occurring  in  large  lay- 
ers with  a  slaty  structure,  so  that  it  easily  rives  out  in  masses  or  slabs 
of  any  required  thickness  and  length.  It^  dip  is  generally  to  S£.  at 
an  angle  varying  from  60**  to  80°.  Some  of  the  layers  are  quite  hard, 
othere  softer  and  more  easily  dressed,  and  these  are  preferred  by 
the  workmen ;  others  again  still  softer  shew  a  fibrous  structure  like 
many  of  the  talcose  and  mic.  slates  along  the  James  river.  The 
very  summit  of  the  ridge  or  hill  is  composed  of  the  white  rock  in 
nearly  vertical  layers,  and  having  heen  quarried  in  many  places,  it 
appears  from  below  like  a  wall  of  sandstone.  Indeed,  consisting  as 
it  does  of  pure  siliceous  grains  without  felspar  or  mica,  its  resem- 
blance to  compact  rocks  of  that  class  is  very  striking.  The  prevailing 
rocks,  both  to  the  east  and  west  of  Lee's  mountain  are  talcose  and 
micaceous  and  argillaceous  slates,  and  within  half  a  mile  in  the  latter 
direction  occurs  a  bed  of  blue  limestone,  hereafter  to  be  noticed. 

Besides  its  beauty  and  durability  as  a  building  material,  this  rock 
would  appear  to  possess  such  a  power  of  resisting  intense  heat,  as  to 
fit  it  for  employment  in  furnaces,  in  which  application  it  is  certainly 
deserving  of  trial. 

20.  Pseudo-Gneiss  ob  Gneis80ii>  Sandstone.  The  interesting 
class  of  rocks  referred  to  under  this  title  are  remarkable  for  contain- 
ing rounded  grains  of  quartz,  and  in  this  and  other  particulars  pre- 
senting the  genera]  aspect  of  coarse  grits  or  sandstones,  more  or  less 
altered  after  their  deposition  by  the  agency  of  intense  heat.  These 
quartzose  grains  are  often  larger  than  a  pea,  and  in  general  of  a 
milky  vitreous  aspect.  The  mass  of  the  rock  is  made  up  of  siliceous 
grains  with  more  or  less  mica  and  with  felspar,  occasionally  in  dis- 
tinct crystals,  so  that  according  to  the  proportion  and  mechanical 
condition  of  the  ingredients,  it  approaches  in  appearance  either  to  a ' 
sandstone  or  a  gneiss. 
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Daring  decomposition,  these  rocks  plainly  betray  their  sedimen- 
tary origin,  as  well  by  the  roanded  pebbles  of  qaartz  and  sometimes 
felspar  seen  in  relief  on  the  weathered  surfaces  of  the  coarser  yarie- 
ties,  as  by  the  purely  sandy  soil  into  which  they  are  ultimately  re- 
solved. In  many  particalars  they  present  striking  analogies  to  the 
lower  beds  of  sandstone  appertaining  to  No.  1,  the  lowest  of  the 
Appalachian  series,  where  these  beds  are  in  immediate  contact  with 
igneous  rocks  on  the  western  slope  of  tlie  Bine  Ridge. 

The  tract  in  which  this  interei^ting  class  of  altered  rocks  chiefly 
occurs,  lies  near  and  within  the  western  margin  of  the  belt  of  mica- 
ceous and  other  slates  before  mentioned,  and  is  bonnded  by  well  de- 
fined strata  of  these  rocks  on  either  side.  Within  this  tract  are  two 
ranges  of  the  rocks  in  question,  of  which  that  lying  more  towards 
tlie  east  is  situated  immediately  on  the  west  of  the  Green  mountains 
in  Albemarle,  extending  in  a  southwest  direction  so  as  to  cross 
Rockfish  river  about  H  miles  above  Morgan's  ford,  and  in  a  north- 
easterly direction  through  and  a  little  west  of  the  town  of  Char- 
lottesville. The  other,  separated  from  the  former  by  a  narrow  band 
of  talcose  and  steatitic  rocks,  pursues  a  parallel  course,  including 
nearly  all  of  Findlay's  mountain,  and  as  it  proceeds  northeastwards, 
Fall  Hill  mountain,  Applebury's  mountain,  and  what  near  Char- 
lottesville is  called  the  Ragged  mountain,  crossing  the  turnpike  in  a 
belt  of  more  than  half  a  mile  in  width.  As  might  be  expected,  the 
character  of  the  rock  at  different  places  within  the  ranges  just 
described  is  liable  to  important  variations,  but  in  general  features 
considerable  constancy  is  observed,  the  rocks  of  the  more  eastern 
belt  being  for  the  most  part  of  a  finer  grain  and  more  gneiss-like 
character  than  in  the  other. 

As  from  the  facility  with  which  in  many  places  they  may  be 
quarried  out  in  large  and  uniform  slabs  and  rectangular  masses,  as 
well  as  from  their  beauty  and  durability  as  a  building  material, 
these  rocks  are  possessed  of  much  economical  value,  it  will  be 
proper  in  this  place  to  present  a  fe^  details  relating  to  some  of  the 
localities  in  which  quarries  of  them  have  been  opened,  and  more  or 
less  explored. 

Near  the  western  flank  of  the  Green  mountain,  the  eastern  of 
the  two  belts  has  been  quarried  at  various  points  on  the  estate  of 
Mr.  Tucker  Coles,  and  used  in  the  construction  of  the  upper  works 
of  the  locks  and  culverts  of  the  James  river  canal,  as  well  as  for 
various  purposes  in  household  architecture.  The  layers,  dipping 
steeply  to  SE.  are  from  8  to  4  feet  thick,  of  great  uniformity,  easily 
detached  in  large  parallel  blocks,  which  can  be  dressed  with  great 
facility.  The  rock  is  hard,  firm,  siliceous,  of  a  very  light  grey  col- 
our, with  a  few  scales  of  mica  and  some  specks  of  vitreous  quartz, 
and  evidently  when  properly  selected  of  a  durable  character.  West 
of  this  and  immediately  beyond  the  mill  on  Hardware  river,  occurs 
a  ouite  coarse  gritty  rock,  containing  grains  or  crystals  of  felspar. 
This  is  separated  from  the  former  by  micaceous  talcose  and  other 
slates,  and  evidently  appertains  to  the  western  belt  above  described. 

In  the  gap  of  Warwick's  mountain  on  Rncker's  run,  the  rocks  of 
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the  belt  jast  mentioned  have  been  explored,  to  Bome  extent  at 
Patte8on*8  quarry,  and  here  present  the  character  of  a  hard  siliceous 
trandstone  of  a  grey  colour,  in  thick  beds  variously  intersected  by 
cross  joints  tending  to  obscure  the  true  dip,  which  as  is  general 
throughout  this  region,  is  towards  the  S£.  They  consist  of  bluish 
milky  quartz,  white  felspar  and  some  mica,  presenting  on  their  ex- 
posed surfaces  the  aspect  of  a  coarse  sandstone,  and  where  freshly 
fractured  looking  somewhat  like  a  bluish  gneiss. 

At  the  end  of  Fall  Hill  mountain  on  the  east  side  of  RockGsh  river, 
the  same  belt  has  been  extensively  explored  by  Mr.  Bamum  for  the 
uses  of  the  James  river  canal.  The  more  eastern  of  these  quarries, 
lying  a  little  east  of  the  mountain,  consists  of  a  brown  micaceous 
gneissoid  sandstone,  with  the  usual  grains  of  bluish  vitreous  quartz. 
The  principal  opening,  situated  at  the  end  of  the  mountain,  is  one  of 
the  most  extensive  and  interesting  quarries  in  the  state.  The  rock  is 
a  hard  siliceous,  whitish  and  grey  sandstone,  with  little  mica  and 
gome  crystals  of  sulphuret  of  iron,  containing  also  occasional  em- 
bedded masses  of  mica  slate.  The  layers  are  from  10  to  12  feet 
thick,  and  of  a  uniform  solid  texture,  well  adapted  for  architeotaral 
purposes.  This  rock  has  been  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
aqueduct  over  the  mouth  of  Kockfish  river  and  elsewhere  on  the 
canal. 

21.  SoAPSTONE  Rooks.  In  the  remarks  presented  nnder  the  head 
of  Talc  and  Steatite,  allusion  has  been  made  to  the  variable  compo- 
sition of  the  rocks  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  soapstone.  As 
occurring  in  our  southern  region,  they  consist  in  general  of  mixtures 
of  talc  and  steatite,  in  proportions  varying  with  the  locality,  passing 
on  the  one  hand  into  simple  talcose  slates,  and  on  the  other  into  a 
somewhat  pure  steatitic  mass.  In  that  portion  of  their  range,  how- 
ever, lying  chiefly  in  Nelson  and  Amherst  counties,  besides  these  in- 
gredients, they  are  observed  to  contain  a  small  amount  cf  chlorite, 
and  to  be  largely  blended  in  some  places  with  the  greenish  variega- 
ted rock,  which,  from  its  resemblance  in  gloss  and  colour  to  the  skin 
of  some  snakes,  is  called  Serpentine. 

All  the  varieties  of  soapstone,  though  differing  among  themselves 
in  texture  and  composition,  are  distinguished  from  other  rocks  by 
their  smoothness  to  the  touch,  the  ease  with  which  they  may  be  cut 
or  otherwise  wrought,  and  their  capacity  of  enduring  an  intense  heat 
without  being  fused  or  otherwise  affected.  Hence  the  various  valu- 
able  uses  to  which  they  admit  of  being  applied,  and  the  economical 
importance  of  such  localities  as  afford  them  in  the  requisite  purity. 
But  a  few  openings  have  yet  been  made  along  the  track  in  which  they 
ure  generally  found  in  our  southern  region,  but  at  some  of  these  the 
character  of  the  rock  is  such  as  to  recommend  it  to  attention.  It 
should  however  be  borne  in  mind,  that  much  of  the  mixed  talcose, 
steatitic  and  serpentine  material  found  within  this  belt,  is  of  too  hard 
and  uneven  a  texture  to  be  of  value  for  the  finer  purposes  to  which  a 
soapstone  may  be  applied.  In  aid  of  the  enquiries  of  those  who  may 
feel  interested  in  exploring  for  rocks  of  this  description,  I  will  briefly 
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trace  the  tract  in  which  thej  have  been  chiefly  fonnd  in  the  course 
of  oar  examination  in  the  southern  region. 

Commencing  in  Albemarle  county,  we  6nd  a  Bteatitic  rock  asso- 
ciated with  the  Talcose  and  other  slates  already  mentioned  as  inter- 
Tening  between  the  two  ranges  of  gneissoid  sandstone,  a  little  west 
of  the  Green  mountain.  It  is  here,  as  quarried  by  Tucker  Coles, 
esq.,  a  tough,  somewhat  soft  rock,  of  a  mottled  bluish  grey  colour 
free  from  grit,  sufficiently  uniform  in  texture,  and  capable  of  being 
wrought  with  ease. 

Following  it  towards  the  8W.,  it  is  seen  expanding  in  width  and 
assuming  a  different  and  less  valuable  character  by  becoming  largely 
blended  with  serpentine.  In  this  condition  forming  a  kind  of  bastard 
soapstone,  still  admitting  however  of  being  applied  to  the  coarser 
uses,  it  passes  immediately  west  of  Ligon's  in  Ifelson  county,  where 
it  consists  in  large  proportion  of  the  serpentine.  Pursuing  the  same 
general  line,  it  forms  a  narrow  belt  along  the  western  base  of  Buf- 
falo ridge,  in  Amherst  county,  including  in  some  cases  the  western 
portion  of  the  ridge,  and  containing  the  copper  ores  and  numerous 
curious  minerals  met  with  at  the  Folly  and  contiguoos  points.  In 
this  part  of  its  range,  it  is  for  the  most  part  a  hard  tongh  rock,  yield- 
ing however  some  beds  of  a  quality  that  might  be  wrought.  Farther 
south  it  crosses  the  James  river  above  Lynchburg,  and  shews  itself 
about  two  miles  westward  of  the  town  on  the  road  leading  thence  to 
Liberty,  and  again  about  2^  miles  westward  of  New  London.  It  is 
here  of  a  greenish  grey  colour,  containing  but  little  serpentine.  Con- 
tinuing in  the  same  direction,  it  is  seen  at  the  meadows  of  Goose 
creek  in  the  form  of  a  grey  talcose  slate,  associated  with  hard  and 
impure  talcose  slates  between  it  and  Leesville.  At  the  Meadows  it 
is  quarried  as  a  soapstone.  Still  more  to  the  SW.  it  appears  in  sev- 
eral nearly  parallel  ranges,  of  which  the  more  eastern,  pursuing  the 
general  direction  hitherto  described,  makes  its  appearance  about  2^ 
miles  west  of  Brook's  near  the  Pigg  river  in  Franklin  county.  It  is  an 
impure  greenish  steatitic  Talc  slate,  somewhat  indurated.  A  second 
belt  occurs  in  the  same  vicinity  near  the  eastern  base  of  Jack's  moun- 
tain ;  a  third  still  further  west,  about  one  mile  from  Franklin  C.  H. 
in  a  SW.  direction,  and  a  fourth  yet  more  to  the  west  on  the  eastern 
slope  of  Grassy  Hill.  Of  these  the  loc^ility  mentioned  next  to  the 
last  furnishes  the  best  material.  It  is  a  greyish  steatite,  occurring  in 
large  compact  masses,  and  of  a  texture  to  be  wrought  without  diffi- 
culty. 

Farther  south,  these  steatitic  and  Talcose  rocks  would  seem  to 
thin  away.  They  are  not  seen  on  the  road  between  Patrick  and 
Henry  courthouses,  though  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  near  the 
Carolina  border  they  again  appear. 

Besides  the  tract  of  Talcose  and  other  slates  just  traced,  there  is 
another  of  less  importance,  also  containing  at  some  points  beds  of 
soapstone  of  a  character  fit  for  use.  This  lies  east  of  the  former, 
parsing  in  a  southwesterly  direction  parallel  to  Beaver  creek,  and 
crossing  Sycamore  creek  towards  its  source.  In  the  latter  neigh- 
bourhood a  quarry  has  been  opened,  and  is  now  worked  to  a  con- 
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Biderable  extent,  furnishing  a  soapstone  of  excellent  qnality.  It  ia  A 
greenish  grej,  highly  steatitic  rock,  of  fine  and  even  texture,  entirely 
free  from  grit,  and  admitting  readily  of  being  sawed  and  planed,  or 
otherwise  wrought  into  the  forms  that  may  be  desired. 

22.  M10A.OBOU8  AND  Taixjosr  limestones  and  marbles.  Included 
in  the  wide  hand  of  slaty  rocks  of  whose  various  subdivisions  I  have 
been  for  sometime  treating,  there  occur  ledges  and  prolonged  patches 
of  strata  consisting  largely  and  sometimes  almost  exclusively  of  car- 
bonate of  lime.  These,  from  their  high  economical  importance,  as 
well  as  their  peculiar  features  in  a  geological  point  of  view,  have 
been  made  the  subject  of  very  careful  detailed  examination,  and  are 
entitled  to  a  prominent  place  in  our  consideration  at  this  time. 

The  general  position  in  which  these  limestone  rocks  occur,  is 
some  distance  eastward  of  the  range  of  the  Talcose  and  Steatitic 
slates,  though  in  this  particular  a  rigid  uniformity  is  not  preserved. 
Fortunately  for  the  value  of  these  calcareous  beds,  as  applied  to  the 
purposes  of  agriculture  or  the  arts,  the  narrow  tract  in  which  they 
are  found,  correspond;*  in  direction  for  about  thirty  miles  with  the 
general  course  of  the  James  river  below  Lynchburg,  and  thus,  at 
numerous  points,  reveals  its  valuable  contents  under  circumstances 
the  most  favourable  for  applying  them  to  profitable  use.  This  feat- 
ure in  their  geographical  position,  derives  additional  interest  from 
the  fact  that  the  portion  of  the  tract  thus  brought  to  view,  and  as  it 
were,  explored  by  the  river  in  its  frequent  changes  of  direction,  is 
that  in  which  the  calcareous  rocks  are  the  most  widely  developed, 
and  exist  in  the  greatest  variety  as  to  texture,  colour  and  composi- 
tion. Looking  to  the  great  advantages  connected  with  such  a  posi- 
tion, and  the  extent  to  which  these  rocks  may  be  made  conducive 
to  the  private  as  well  as  public  interest,  it  seems  not  a  little  remark- 
able that  so  few  and  such  inefficient  efforts  have  hitherto  been  made 
to  convert  this  invaluable  resource  to  profitable  use.  At  many  points 
along  or  near  the  river,  a  material  is  amply  exposed  of  sufficient 
purity  for  the  manufacture  of  lime  suitable  for  architectural  and 
household  purposes — and  almost  every  stratum  of  the  rock  is  capable 
of  furnishing  a  lime  adapted  to  be  used  with  great  advantage  as  a 
manure. 

Being  the  only  tract  of  calcareous  rocks  within  the  wide  area 
reaching  from  the  Blue  Ridge  to  the  marl  region  of  the  eastern  coun- 
ties, the  importance  of  this  belt,  especially  throughout  the  line  in 
which  it  a(yoins  the  James  river,  to  the  agricultural  interests  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  state,  is  too  obvious  to  have  escaped  even  the 
most  careless  observation.  Yet  strange  to  say,  few  or  no  instances 
are  known  in  which  the  extended  region  lying  to  the  east,  has  been 
made  to  experience  the  benefits  of  which  these  calcareous  rocks 
might  be  so  fruitfully  the  source.  But  may  it  not  be  hoped  that  at 
no  distant  day,  the  real  value  of  this  calcareous  tract  will  be  practi- 
cally exemplified  in  the  extensive  conversion  of  its  rocks  into  lime 
suited  to  the  purposes  of  the  farmer  as  well  as  the  builder  and  engi- 
neer, and  in  the  employment  of  the  material  thus  prepared,  as  a  sub- 
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stitute  for  that  often  intrinsically  of  little  higher  value,  now  supplied 
to  thein  from  distant  parts  of  the  Union. 

In  thns  adverting  generally  to  the  economical  considerations 
which  give  pecnliar  interest  to  the  narrow  belt  of  which  I  am  now 
treating,  I  woold  not  have  it  to  be  understood  that  lime  procured 
from  the  rocks  in  question,  is  often  as  free  from  imparities  as  the 
better  kind  of  lime  manufactured  beyond  our  Blue  Ridge,  or  in  many 
places  in  the  eastern  states.  But  I  can  confidently  affirm,  after  nu- 
merous chemical  examinations,  that  in  many  cases  it  is  as  well,  if  not 
better  suited  to  the  purposes  of  a  cement,  and  will  be  found  but  little 
inferior  when  employed  as  a  manure. 

As  an  aid  to  the  practical  examination  of  this  calcareous  belt,  and 
a  means  of  comparing  the  different  varieties  of  limestone  it  contains, 
I  proceed  to  a  brief  account  of  its  extent,  and  of  the  aspect  and  com- 
position of  its  rocks,  as  presented  at  some  of  the  more  important  lo- 
calities which  have  been  visited. 

Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  curious  fact  of  the  occur- 
rence of  these  limestone  rocks  in  the  form  of  oblong  patches,  and 
not,  as  in  the  case  of  this  and  other  rocks  beyond  the  Blue  Ridge,  in 
ledges  or  belts,  prolonged  continuously  to  great  distances.  This  pe- 
culiar feature,  which  could  hardly  have  been  detected  by  merely 
casual  observation,  appears  hitherto  to  have  escaped  notice,  though 
it  is  one  not  without  interest  in  connection  with  the  economical  value 
of  the  calcareous  belt.  In  tracing  the  rock  from  any  of  the  points 
at  which  it  is  exposed,  in  the  direction  of  its  bearing,  or  the  strike 
of  the  strata,  it  will  generally  be  found,  after  continuing  some  dis- 
tance, gradually  to  taper  away,  until  finally  lost  in  the  contiguous 
rocks.  An  interval  is  thus  presented  m  which  the  strata  before  ob- 
served are  either  entirely  wanting,  or  have  ceased  to  shew  themselves 
on  the  surface,-  although,  perhaps,  at  a  small  distance  laterally  from 
the  line  of  direction  of  the  lost  beds,  others  of  a  similar  character 
make  their  appearance,  destined  in  like  manner  to  expand  and  fiually 
wedge  out.  A  somewhat  similar  mutability  has  already  been  noticed 
as  observable  in  the  other  rocks  of  the  slaty  belt  in  which  these  lime- 
stones lie,  more  particularly  those  of  a  talcose,  micaceous  and  steatitic 
composition,  whose  range  is  near  or  adjoining  to  the  limestones. 
It  would  seem,  in  fact,  that  in  the  original  deposition  of  the  various 
materials,  including  the  calcareous  matter,  of  which  these  numerous 
varieties  of  rock  were  formed,  but  little  unifonnity  prevailed  in  the 
substances  accumulated  at  different  parts  of  the  tract  at  any  one 
time,  so  that  while  at  one  place  the  materials  were  such  as  after- 
wards to  form  a  Mica  or  Tdc  slate  or  steatite,  or  a  mixture  of  two 
or  all  of  these,  at  another,  calcareous  matter  was  collecting  blended 
more  or  less  with  the  other  substances  just  mentioned,  giving  rise 
to  limestones  more  or  less  micaceous  or  talcose  in  their  composition, 
and  towards  the  extremity  of  the  tract  in  which  they  were  forming, 
gradually  fading  away  from  the  increasing  predominance  of  the  other 
materials  there  undergoing  a  like  accumulation.  It  is,  however,  not 
to  be  inferred  that  the  calcareous  formation  has  ceased  to  exist 
wherever  it  is  not  present  at  the  surface.    Indeed,  observation  has 


800 

shewn  that  it  may  he  so  enclosed  hj  the  meeting  of  the  adjacent 
strata  at  the  top,  that  nothing  short  of  a  section  of  some  depth  would 
reveal  its  presence.  In  such  a  case,  even  thoagh  the  general  dip  of 
the  strata  were  very  steep,  it  might  shew  itself  at  tlie  foot  of  a  hill 
or  in  a  pit,  thoagh  entirely  absent  on  the  top  or  at  the  surface.  In 
such  cases,  which  there  is  reason  to  think  are  not  uncommon^  these 
calcareous  masses  may  be  looked  upon  as  large  bodies  of  rock  re- 
sembling in  form,  though  not  in  nature  or  origin,  enormous  flat  and 
tapering  pebbles  embedded  to  a  greater  or  less  depth  in  the  adjacent 
rocks. 

By  conceiving  numerous  masses  of  this  description,  some  of  them 
of  many  miles  in  length  and  several  hundred  feet  in  thickness,  thus 
enclosed  in  the  strata  of  that  portion  of  the  slaty  belt  in  which  they 
are  found,  we  can  readily  imagine  that  the  extent  to  which  they  are 
exposed  on  the  surface,  will  be  dependant  on  the  position  in  which 
they  are  cut  through  by  that  surface,  and  by  the  natural  sections 
formed  by  the  rivers  and  ravines.  From  these  considerations,  a 
ready  explanation  is  deduced  of  the  frequent  absence  of  the  lime- 
stone in  a  line  prolonged  from  and  in  the  direction  of  localities  where 
it  is  well  developed,  and  of  its  recurrence  at  intervals  in  that  and 
parallel  lines,  or  of  what  may  be  called  the  sporadic  occurrence  of 
the  rock.  In  thus  dwelling  at  some  length  upon  the  want  of  per- 
sistency, frequently  so  remarkable  in  the  rocks  in  question,  1  am  in* 
fluenced  as  well  by  the  wish  to  incite  those  interested  in  their  dis- 
covery, and  more  particularly  the  farmers  living  near  or  within  their 
range,  to  a  diligent  personal  examination  for  them  at  every  accessible 
point,  as  to  render  the  geological  conditions  under  which  they  occur 
familiarly  understood. 

The  following  brief  details  in  regard  to  some  of  the  more  impor- 
tant exposures  of  these  rocks,  as  they  are  seen  successively  in  explor- 
ing the  belt  from  the  middle  of  Albemarle  in  a  southwesterly  direc- 
tion, will  serve  to  illustrate  the  more  striking  features  of  the  forma- 
tion, and  convey  useful  information  respecting  the  character  of  the 
rock  at  a  number  of  valuable  localities. 

Commencing  with  the  band  of  limestone  exposed  on  Limeittone 
ran,  immediately  on  the  main  road  from  Charlottesville  to  Rich- 
mond, we  find  the  rock  displayed  over  a  breadth  of  about  100  yards, 
lying  in  a  nearly  horizontal  position,  but  rolling  a  little  towards  the 
east.  West  of  it  is  a  bluish  micaceous  shite,  on  the  opposite  side  a 
brown  and  rather  argillaceous  slate.  The  rock  is  a  blue  slaty  lime- 
stone, with  a  little  Mica  and  a  few  veins  of  white  Spar.  It  is  pene- 
trated in  a  vertical  direction  by  a  vein  of  grey  impure  limestone,  and 
covered  where  the  upper  stratum  has  not  been  removed,  by  a  grey 
rock  containing  but  little  lime. 

From  this  point  it  extends  with  but  little  interruption,  though  of 
variable  breadth,  in  a  N£.  direction,  following  nearly  the  course  of 
the  Mechump  creek,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  it  is  quarried  at 
several  places.  Where  the  Louisa  road  intersects  its  range  it  has 
disappeared,  but  a  similar  band  shews  itself  at  the  surface  at  captain 
Lindsey's  on  the  south  fork  of  South  Anna  river,  and  near  Gor- 
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donsville.  In  a  8W.  direction  it  may  be  traced  without  intermp- 
tion  through  Dr.  Blflstteraiann^s  plantation^  where  it  has  been  ex- 
tensively quarried  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  applied  to  this  use 
with  sigufu  benefit.  It  is  here  also  a  slaty  blae  limestone,  contain- 
ing some  Mica  and  Talc,' producing  a  lime  which,  though  not  white, 
forms  a  strong  cement.  The  enclosing  rocks  are  taloose  and  mica- 
ceous slates,  which,  as  well  as  the  limestone,  are  inclined  at  a  con- 
siderable angle  to  the  SE.  Thence  in  the  direction  of  Buck  island 
creek,  it  shews  itself  at  several  points  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
stream,  and  is  quarried  by  Mr.  Garland  and  others,  but  before  reach- 
ing the  road  leading  from  Scottsville  to  Carter's  bridge,  it  vanishes, 
the  last  exposure  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mr.  J.  D.  Moon's. 
It  again  appears  about  1(  miles  NW.  of  Dyer's  mill  at  **  Limestone 
Place,'*  consisting  of  a  single  band  of  light  blue  slaty  limestone 
aboDt  three  feet  thick,  occurring  in  micaceous  slate.  It  now  crosses 
Ballinger's  creek  a  little  north  of  the  margin  of  the  red  shale  re- 
gion, and  in  a  short  distance  enters  that  tract,  where,  if  it  exist  at 
all,  it  is  deeply  covered  by  the  red  rocks.  At  Baliinger's  it  is  a  light 
bluish  grey  slaty  limestone  containing  a  little  Mica.  A  little  west  of 
the  margin  of  the  shales,  it  makes  its  appearance  on  Rookfish  river 
near  the  mouth  of  Ivy  creek,  though  in  a  belt  lying  westward  of 
the  former  range,  and  still  farther  south  a  similar  rock  occurs  at 
numerous  points  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Warminster  on  the  James 
river. 

The  several  parallel  bands  occurring  in  this  vicinity,  prolonged  in 
the  direction  of  their  range  or  bearing,  in  other  words,  towards  the 
N£.  would  enter  the  confines  of  the  red  shales  a  little  lower  down 
the  river,  so  that  even  should  they  be  continued  in  that  direction 
they  are  rendered  inaccessible  by  the  overlying  rocks.  These  bands 
moreover  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  the  continuation  of  the  ranges 
of  limestone  previously  traced,  but  lie  some  distance  eastward  of 
them,  as  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  map. 

From  the  vicinity  of  Warminster  to  Walker's  ford,  frequent  ex- 
posures are  met  with  both  on  the  river  and  its  tributaries,  including 
many  varieties  of  the  rock,  some  of  which  have  the  texture  and 
character  of  marble  of  good  quality,  and  many  are  of  sufficient  purity 
to  recommend  them  to  use.  Throughout  this  tract  we  perceive  a 
multiplication  of  the  number  of  beds  and  striking  fluctuations  in 
their  thickness  and  composition  at  localities  but  little  remote. 

1.  Referring  to  the  more  important  of  these  exposures,  we  find 
the  rock  in  beds  of  considerable  magnitude,  forming  a  cliff  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  at  Traveller's  Rest,  the  residence  of  major 
Yancey.  The  thickness  of  the  limestone,  as  exposed  at  the  quarry 
on  the  river  side,  is  about  60  feet.  The  principal  varieties  occur- 
ring here  are, 

Ist.   Reddish  close  grained  limestone. 

2nd.  Greyish  compact  granular. 

8rd.  Pink  slaty  micaceous. 

4th.  White  slaty  micaceous. 

5th.  Blue  slaty  micaceous,  occarring  a  little  lower  down. 


Much  of  the  piDk  as  well  as  the  grey  compact  varietj  may  be  re- 
garded as  of  good  quality,  oontaiDing,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  a 
large  proportion  of  carbonate  of  lime.  Portions  of  the  former  con- 
stitute a  not  inelegant  marble,  though  too  much  intersected  by  veins 
to  admit  of  being  readily  wrought. 

2.  About  two  miles  below  Warminster  by  the  canal  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  three  ranges  of  limestone  are  disclosed.  The  most 
easterly  is  narrow,  composed  of  a  whitish  compact  rock.  The  mid- 
dle range,  about  40  feet  in  thickness,  consists  of  blue  slaty  lime- 
stone with  much  oalc.  Spar.  It  is  from  this  band  that  the  iron 
works  near  New  Canton  are  supplied  with  the  rock  used  as  a  flux. 
About  160  yards  above  is  a  smaller  range  of  granular  and  compact 
limestone,  white  and  pinkish,  occasionally  slaty,  with  some  calc. 
Spar  and  a  little  Mica.  All  these  rocks  are  associated  with  talcose 
and  micaceous  slates,  and  like  the  slates  have  a  steep  dip  to  NW. 

Higher  up  the  river,  ledges  of  the  rock  are  seen  on  Swift  island, 
and  crossing  Stevens's  and  Pigsborough  creeks  a  short  distance 
above  their  mouths,  the  latter  locality  lying  considerably  west  of  the 
range  of  those  previously  noticed.  This  brings  us  to  the  vicinity  of 
New  Market,  where  numerous  interesting  exposures  are  met  with 
on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  to  some  distance  westward :  and  like 
exposures  are  seen  from  point  to  point  as  we  ascend  the  river  as  high 
up  as  Elk  island  creek.  The  following  are  some  of  the  particulars 
relating  to  this  portion  of  the  tract : 

8.  About  one  mile  below  New  Market  and  100  yards  north  of 
the  road  leading  to  Warminster,  there  occurs  a  bed  of  compact  lime- 
stone or  marble,  which  is  well  exposed  where  cut  through  by 
Pounding  Mill  creek.  It  lies  between  talcose  and  micaceous  slates, 
and  presents  at  this  point  a  width  of  between  60  and  70  feet.  It  is 
in  general  a  white  rock,  though  sometimes  pink  or  flesh  coloured,  and 
occurs  in  irregular  layers,  which  are  nearly  or  quite  vertical.  In 
texture  and  colour  it  is  well  suited  for  ornamental  work,  but  it  is  to 
be  feared  that  from  the  number  of  veins  and  joints  running  through 
the  rock,  it  is  not  sufficiently  solid  for  quarrying  as  a  marble.  Of 
this,  however,  no  adequate  trial  has  yet  been  made.  The  same  bed 
is  again  exposed  on  the  west  side  of  Tye  river  near  its  month,  tbrm- 
ing  several  small  ledges  on  the  line  of  junction  of  the  river  bottom 
with  the  rising  ground.  It  is  just  to  the  west  of  the  direction  of 
this  bed  that  the  curious  ledge  of  quartz  rock  formerly  noticed  pre- 
sents itself,  and  we  shall  see  that  a  similar  juxtaposition  of  calca- 
reous and  siliceous  beds  occurs  at  other  points. 

4.  On  the  south  side  of  James  river  nearly  opposite  New  Market, 
the  cliffs  or  rocky  banks  for  about  half  a  mile  contain  blue  slaty 
limestone,  generally  quite  micaceous.  These  beds  appear  to  be  con- 
tinuous with  those  of  a  similar  rock  met  with  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river  above  New  Market  along  the  canal. 

5.  Following  the  course  of  the  river  from  New  Market  up,  the 
blue  slaty  limestones  just  referred  to  are  met  with  about  one  mile 
above  the  village.  They  form  two  thin  beds,  separated  by  a  con- 
siderable interval  occupied  by  mic.  and  talcose  slates.    The  first  is  a 


303 

bine  rock,  containing  reddish  calo.  spar,  width  10  feet— the  second 
a  blue  slaty  micaceous  limestone. 

6.  Passing  now  a  band  of  talc,  and  mic.  slates,  in  the  midst  of 
which  rises  a  narrow  ledge  of  trap  or  greenstone,  we  come  upon  a 
bed  of  impure,  white  and  pinkish  compact  limestone  or  marble,  hav- 
ing a  width  of  abont  20  feet. 

7.  We  are  now  carried  successively  over  mic.  slates  and  the  bed 
of  Sienite  formerly  referred  to  as  atibrdiug  so  valuable  a  material 
for  building,  and  at  the  month  of  Owen^s  creek  strike  upon  another 
range  of  white  Quartz  rock,  mentioned  under  a  former  head.  Be- 
tween Owen^s  creek  and  Greenway  we  have  for  2  miles  argilla- 
ceous slates,  beyond  these  micaceous  slates,  and  lastly  bluish  mica- 
ceous Gneiss,  which  is  quarried  at  Greenway.  Still  farther  on  the 
micaceous  slates  and  Gneiss  continue  for  nearly  two  miles,  except- 
ing where  interrupted  by  a  heavy  interposed  bed  of  quartz  rock.  At 
the  termination  of  this  (^stance,  we  again  come  upon  blue  slaty  lime- 
stone. 

8.  We  now  have  a  succession  of  cliffs  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
composed  of  bluish  mic.  slate  and  Gneiss,  the  beds  of  which  cross 
the  river  about  three  miles  above  Greenway;  after  which,  near 
Harrises  branch,  there  occurs  a  body  of  dark  Sienite,  which  has  been 
quarried  for  locks  and  culverts,  and  of  whose  admirable  qualities  I 
have  already  spoken.  One  mile  farther  on,  we  meet  with  two  ranges 
of  blue  limestone,  having  a  granular  structure,  and  containing  some 
brown  Mica  and  white  calc.  Spar.  They  are  enclosed  in  mic.  slate 
and  are  about  20  feet  in  width. 

9.  This  brings  us  in  a  short  distance  to  a  broad  belt  of  marble  40 
feet  in  thickness,  consisting  of  a  white  and  grey  compact  rock  di- 
vided into  layers  from  8  to  4  feet  in  thickness,  and  of  uniform  text- 
ure and  great  solidity  throughout,  dipping  to  S£.  at  an  angle  of  50'^. 
This  forms  a  cliff  which  is  cut  through  by  the  canal.  In  texture, 
colour  and  solidity,  this  rock  gives  every  indication  of  being  well 
adapted  to  be  wrought  as  a  marble,  and  can  hardly  fail  to  become 
valuable  for  this  or  other  purposes. 

10.  Beyond  the  marble  we  again  pass  over  Mica  slates,  and  with- 
in a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Elk  island  creek,  meet  with  a  bed  of  blue 
limestone  veined  with  calc.  spar.  This,  as  exposed,  has  a  width  of 
from  40  to  60  feet — dips  also  to  S£.  Micaceous  slates  recur,  and 
just  at  the  mouth  of  Elk  island  creek,  we  find  another  but  thinner 
bed  of  blue  limestone,  which  is  quarried. 

11.  At  the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile  above  the  mouth  of  Elk 
island  creek,  near  the  furnace  of  the  Elk  creek  in  n  manufacturing 
company,  a  blue  slaty  limestone  occurs  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ore 
bank  nearest  to  the  establishment,  and  a  similar  rock  is  met  with  in 
several  narrow  parallel  belts  for  some  distance  westwards.  Expo- 
sures also  occur  at  some  points  within  the  triangular  space  lying  be- 
tween Buffalo  ridge  and  the  James  river  and  Elk  island  creek,  whose 
margin  has  now  been  traced.  These  beds  however  appear  to  have 
thinned  out  before  reaching  Christianas  creek. 

12.  On  the  southern  side  of  the  river  a  belt  of  limestone  is  seen 
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crossing  Back  island  creek  about  half  a  mile  above  its  month,  and 
another  more  westerly  bed  is  exposed  at  Walker's  ford  nearly  oppo- 
site the  mouth  of  Christian's  creek.  This  is  bine  and  slaty,  and  as- 
sociated with  talcose  and  micaceons  slates. 

13.  The  calcareous  beds  having  now  thinned  away  on  tlie  north- 
em  side  of  the  river,  appear  to  undergo  a  correspondent  expansion 
on  the  southern.  On  Stonewall  creek,  a  short  distance  below  Ross's 
furnace,  and  about  2  miles  in  a  direct  line  from  the  river,  a  belt  of 
limestone  is  exposed,  measuring  at  this  place  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred feet  in  thickness.  It  is  blue,  sometimes  sparry  and  white, 
sometimes  granular,  and  inclined  to  be  crystalline.  This  belt  pos- 
sesses great  importance,  not  only  on  aocoant  of  its  extent,  but  its 
contiguity  to  the  extensive  beds  of  rich  iron  ore  which  are  used  at 
the  furnace,  the  limestone  lying  a  little  east  of  the  most  eastern  band 
of  ore. 

14.  Continuing  our  observations  up  the  river,  we  meet  with  a 
range  of  blue  limestone,  generally  slaty  and  micaceous,  about  half  a 
mile  below  the  mouth  of  Archer's  creek.  The  principal  varieties 
occurring  here  are, 

First — ^Greyish  sub-crystalline  limestone  containing  small  rhombs 
of  calc.  spar. 

Second — Dark  blue  slaty  limestone,  micaceous,  containing  small 
rhombs  of  dark  calc.  spar,  and  some  iron  pyrites. 

Third — Blue  slaty  limestone,  micaceous. 

The  thickness  of  the  bed  may  be  estimated  at  70  feet. 

15.  About  2  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  near  where  the 
old  Richmond  road  crosses,  and  therefore  in  a  position  more  to  the 
east  than  any  of  the  beds  hitherto  noticed,  we  find  exposures  of  a 
quite  thick  belt  of  blue  limestone,  both  at  the  ford  of  the  creek  and 
some  distance  beyond.  This  rock,  which  is  enclosed  by  micaceous 
slates,  has  a  high  dip  SE.  It  is  blue,  micaceous,  somewhat  slaty, 
and  contains  some  calc.  spar. 

16.  The  belt  described  as  shewing  itself  a  little  below  the  mouth 
of  Archer's  creek  (14)  would  appear  to  be  prolonged,  though  seem- 
ingly not  continuously  on  the  surfaces,  in  a  direction  to  intersect 
Opossum  creek  at  the  point  of  crossing  of  the  Richmond  turnpike 
near  its  mouth,  and  at  that  of  the  road  to  Campbell  courthouse,  at 
both  of  which  places  a  bed  of  bluish  micaceous  limestone  is  exposed. 
The  same  is  also  seen  at  various  places  in  the  line  connecting  these 
points,  between  Opossum  and  Beaver  creeks.  As  seen  near  the 
crossing  of  the  Richmond  road,  it  shews  itself  in  a  bold  cliff  on  the 
creek,  in  thick,  solid  layers  dipping  SE.,  having  at  the  quarry  a 
width  of  about  60  feet,  and  being  bounded  by  mic.  slates  on  both 
sides.  It  is  deep  blue,  dull,  micaceous,  and  with  thin  layers  of  Mica 
between  the  strata. 

17.  The  belt  described  as  crossing  Archer's  creek,  some  distance 
above  its  mouth  on  the  old  Richmond  road,  would  also  seem  to  be 
prolonged,  though  not  continuously  at  the  surface,  making  its  appear- 
ance on  Little  Beaver  creek,  which  it  crosses,  and  shewing  itself  ex- 
tensively along  the  western  margin  of  Big  Beaver  as  far  up,  nearly, 


305 

as  where  the  road  to  Camphell  conrthonse  crosses  the  creek.  At 
captain  Stephen  Perrow's  this  helt  is  about  100  yards  wide,  and 
consists  of  grej,  blaish,  and  white  limestone.  The  bluish  or  clouded 
generally  contains  Mica  and  iron  pyrites,  and  grains  of  bluish 
Quartz ;  the  white  is  fine  grained,  pure,  and  free  from  Mica,  and  in 
fact,  is  a  marble  of  moderately  good  texture.  The  same  rocks  are 
seen  about  half  a  mile  below  on  the  land  of  Dr.  Stevens  adjoining 
the  creek,  and  are  here  bounded  on  the  west  by  a  belt  of  micaceous 
slate  in  which  occurs  a  bed  or  vein  of  fine  granular  Sulphate  of  Ba- 
ryta of  a  pure  white  colour.  On  Chilton's  plantation  the  limestone 
crosses  Beaver  creek,  soon  after  which  it  strikes  over  to  Little  Bea- 
ver, but  soon  becomes  concealed,  so  that  it  is  not  well  exposed 
again  until  we  approach  Archer's  creek.  Between  Chilton's  and 
Little  Beaver  it  is  a  coarse  grained  white  and  grey  and  bluish  lime- 
stone. 

18.  West  of  the  mouth  of  Opossum  creek,  about  midway  between 
it  and  Licking,  several  narrow  bands  of  limestone  shew  themselves 
near  the  river,  being  the  only  representatives  in  this  part  of  the 
tract  of  the  belts  of  marble  and  limestone  found  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Elk  Island  creek,  Greenway  and  still  lower  down.  The 
strata  as  exposed  from  the  mouth  of  Archer's  creek  to  the  western 
termination  of  the  clilf  in  which  these  bands  occur,  present  some 
points  of  interest,  and  may  therefore  be  briefly  alluded  to  in  the 
order  in  which  they  occur. 

Immediately  above  the  month  of  the  creek  is  an  extensive  ex- 
posure of  light  blue  Mica  slate,  with  embedded  Mica  in  dark  scales. 
The  bearing  or  range  of  the  strata  is  NNE.,  and  the  dip  steep 
towards  south  and  east.  A  large  rein  of  Quartz  is  finely  displayed 
in  the  face  of  the  cliff,  cutting  through  the  strata  at  right  angles, 
thus  evincing  its  intrusion  as  an  igneous  material  into  the  beds  of 
Mica  slate  after  their  deposition,  and  furnishing  a  beautiful  illustra- 
tion of  the  relation  of  much  of  the  Quartz  rock  of  this  and  corre- 
sponding districts  of  the  state,  to  the  surrounding  mineral  masses. 
A  large  proportion  of  this  Mica  slate  is  well  suited  for  building, 
being  procurable  in  large  uniform  blocks  capable  of  being  dressed 
with  ease. 

Between  Beaver  and  Opossum  creeks  are  exposed  beds  of  Quartz 
rock  of  very  different  character  and  origin.  These  present  them- 
selves in  heavy  strata,  enclosed  by  Mica  slates  on  both  sides,  and 
dipping  in  conformity  with  the  slate,  at  an  angle  of  46**  to  8E.  The 
whole  thickness  of  the  rock  is  about  200  feet,  consisting  chiefly  of 
two  bands  of  100  feet  each,  separated  by  the  slates.  This  rock  is 
dense,  flne  grained^  containing  a  little  Mica,  and  in  some  layers  em- 
bedded grains  of  bluish  Quartz,  presenting  the  characters  of  an 
altered  sandstone.  It  has  been  extensively  wrought  at  Cabell's 
quarry  for  the  works  on  Beaver  creek. 

At  Opossum  creek  we  have  bluish  micaceous  slate,  and  in  about 
half  a  mile  a  cliff  begins  which  extends  for  about  2  miles  along  the 
canal.  Here  we  have  bluish  and  greenish  mic.  slates  with  veins  of 
Quartz,  grey  micaceous  slate,  and  then  the  most  eastern  of  the  bands 
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of  limeBtone,  which  is  aboot  7  feet  thick,  blae,  slaty  and  micaceons, 
with  some  spar.  The  positioD  of  this  band  is  vertical,  bat  it  does 
not  rise  to  the  top  of  the  adjoining  slates,  which  fold  over  it  so  as 
to  present  a  thickness  of  about  10  feet  between  its  termination  and 
the  surface,  displaying  in  this  particukr,  a  feature  in  regard  to  these 
beds  of  limestone  formerly  adverted  to,  as  probably  characterizing 
them  very  generally. 

About  50  yards  above  this  is  another  ledge  5  feet  wide,  of  light 
blue  slaty  limestone. 

A  little  beyond  the  last,  is  a  third  bed  consisting  of  white  and 
grey  rather  granular  limestone,  looking  like  marble,  but  wanting 
solidity,  being  slaty  and  penetrated  by  seams.  Thickness  about  10 
feet. 

Adjoining  the  former  is  bluish  Talc  slate,  west  of  which  we  meet 
with  a  fourth  bed,  consisting  of  a  white  slaty  limestone  in  thin  layers 
covered  with  a  film  of  Talc.    Thickness  20  feet. 

Beyond  this  is  dark  green  Tfdc  slate  with  wrinkled  surfaces,  and 
then  a  carious  bed  of  micaceous  Gneiss,  w^ith  a  great  deal  of  Quartz, 
about  20  feet  in  thickness,  rising  from  the  base  of  the  cliff  in  a  ver- 
tical line,  then  bending  so  as  to  become  horizontal,  and  again  by  a 
similar  rectangular  turn  rising  vertically  to  the  summit. 

The  narrow  bands  of  limestone  hero  described  are  not  prolonged 
to  any  considerable  distance  towards  the  southwest,  and  no  doubt 
thin  out  in  that  direction  as  well  as  tow  ards  the  northeast. 

19.  Tracing,  in  a  southwestern  direction,  from  Beaver  and  Opos- 
sum creeks  the  tract  of  slates  with  which  the  calcareous  beds  have 
thus  far  been  observed  to  be  associated,  we  find  numerous  expo- 
sures of  limestone  in  two  ranges,  one  following  the  general  course 
of  Flat  creek,  the  other  that  of  Buffalo.  The  former  or  more  east- 
em  range  may  be  seen  near  Ilorner^s  about  9  miles  south  of  Lynch- 
burg on  the  Pittsylvania  turnpike.  It  occurs  over  a  considerable 
space  in  the  flat  meadows  at  the  head  of  the  creek,  and  is  here  a 
blue  limestone  forming  a  tolerably  white  lime.  Below  this  it  may 
be  traced  from  point  to  point  as  far  as  the  Otter  river  near  the 
mouth  of  the  creek,  shewing  itself  well  at  Mr.  Ward^s  on  a  small 
creek  above  Quarry  branch,  and  at  Scott's  mill,  judge  Saunders's, 
and  major  Smith's  on  Flat  creek.  The  breadth  of  this  belt,  though 
far  from  uniform,  is  very  considerable :  the  rock  as  seen  at  judge 
Saunders's  is  blue,  slaty  and  micaceous,  intersected  by  small  vems  of 
Quartz,  and  dips  at  about  40°  to  S£.  Adjoining  it  are  Talcose  and 
Micaceous  slates. 

20.  The  range  on  Buffalo  creek  is  separated  from  the  former  by 
an  interv'al  several  miles  in  width,  occupied  by  mic.  slates  with 
Epidotic  and  Hornblende  rocks  and  Quartz  containing  beautifully 
crystallized  Schorl. 

The  limestone  is  seen  at  several  points  on  the  creek.  On  Mr. 
Andrews's  plantation  it  forms  a  narrow  band  in  mic.  slates  and 
Gneiss,  and  is  a  white  granular  limestone  with  some  Mica.  At  Mr. 
Ro.  Irving's  it  forms  tlie  face  of  the  cliff  on  the  side  of  the  creek, 
and  has  a  width  of  about  80  feet,  dipping  to  S£.    It  is  of  various 


307 

textures,  from  a  coarse  grannlar  to  a  tiiatj  fine  grained  limestone  of 
a  grey  colour,  and  forms  a  white  lime. 

21.  The  belts  above  described  as  ranging  along  Flat  and  Buffalo 
creeks,  thin  out  in  proceeding  SW.,  so  that  the  latter  does  not  reach 
the  Otter  river,  and  the  olher  disappears  a  tier  passing  tli  rough  Dr. 
Hayden^s  plantation  south  of  that  stream.  But  lower  down  the 
river  than  the  range  of  the  Flat  creek  rock,  there  occurs  at  the 
mouth  of  Scott's  creek,  on  the  plantation  of  captain  Tardj,  a  bed  of 
limestone  of  sufficient  extent  to  form  a  cliff  near  the  Otter.  It  is  a 
bluish  granular  rock,  shewing  itself  in  heavy  beds. 

22.  On  Sycamore  creek  near  Clement's  ford  of  Staunton  river,  a 
thin  bed  of  white  granular  and  slaty  micaceous  limestone  is  exposed, 
enclosed  in  micaceous  slates,  but  this  soon  thins  away,  and  no  rock 
of  this  description  has  been  met  with  in  this  direction  further  to 
the  SW. 

23.  In  the  prolongation  of  the  line  of  the  Buffalo  creek  rock, 
however,  though  not  continnous  with  it,  a  bed  of  limestone  makes 
its  appearance  near  Goose  creek,  between  one  and  two  miles  above 
Leesville,  situated  at  its  mouth.  It  presents  itself  about  half  a  mile 
west  of  Lee's  mountain,  of  whose  layers  of  beautiful  Quartz  rock 
mention  was  formerly  made,  and  as  exposed  at  Mr.  Arthur's  quar- 
ries, has  a  thickness  of  about  40  feet.  It  is  blue  and  slaty,  but  not 
micaceous,  contains  some  calc.  spar,  and  burns  into  a  white  lime. 
Dips  to  SE.  at  an  angle  of  BO"",  and  is  in  contact  with  greenish  Mica 
slate.  A  similar  rock  occurs  near  the  southern  base  of  Smith's 
mountain,  on  the  plantation  of  Prof.  Tucker. 

24.  Following  the  general  direction  of  the  tract,  we  meet  with 
one  other  bed  of  limestone,  near  the  ford  of  Pigg  river,  a  little  above 
the  mouth  of  Glade  creek  in  Franklin  county.  It  is  blue,  slaty,  oc- 
casionally micaceous,  and  with  small  layers  of  calc.  spar.  Width 
about  15  feet.  It  is  quarried  for  the  use  of  the  furnace  at  Rocky 
Mount.  Further  to  the  southwest  the  Talcose  and  Micaceous  rocks, 
always  observed  to  be  associated  with  the  limestone,  rapidly  thin 
out,  and  no  traces  of  them  or  the  limestone  are  to  be  seen  in  cross- 
ing Patrick  and  Henry  counties,  from  Martinsville  to  the  furnace  on 
Goblintown  creek.  Whether  these  rocks  re-appear  still  nearer  the 
state  line  has  not  yet  been  determined,  though  it  is  not  improbable 
that  such  is  the  fact,  as  at  no  great  distance  south  of  the  line  they 
are  met  with  in  North  Carolina. 

The  foregoing  details,  comprising  the  principal,  though  not  all 
the  localities  of  calcareous  rock  within  the  district  of  which  I  am 
treating,  haye  been  given  at  some  length,  with  the  view  of  inducing 
tliose  who  reside  within  or  near  the  tract  in  which  these  rocks  oc- 
cur, to  make  diligent  examination  in  their  respective  neighbour- 
hoods, that  any  hitherto  concealed  beds,  of  which  it  is  by  no  means 
improbable  some  may  yet  be  found,  may  be  brought  to  light  and 
turned  to  useful  account.  The  minuteness  of  our  researches  as 
manifested  in  some  of  the  above  details,  has  been  such  that  I  am 
confident  no  belt  of  considerable  thickness  has  been  passed  over — 
but  even  a  band  of  this  rock  of  only  a  few  feet  wide,  may  prove  an 
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important  ocqaisition  to  the  agricnlture  as  well  as  the  household 
economy  of  a  neighbourhood,  and  would  certain!/  well  repay  the 
trouble  of  exploration. 

From  that  portion  of  the  above  detaib  relating  to  the  numerous 
exposures  on  and  near  the  James  river,  particularly  when  connected 
with  the  chemical  results  in  regard  to  the  composition  ana  peculiar 
qualities  of  those  rocks  which  are  to  follow,  it  would  seem  scarcely 
to  admit  of  doubt  that  the  beds  of  limestone  and  marble  met  with 
in  that  portion  of  the  tract,  are  destined  hereafter  to  be  of  more  than 
merely  local  value,  and  that  they  will  not  be  suffered  to  remain  so 
little  wrought,  when  their  highly  favourable  position  gives  them  an 
advantage  more  than  compensating  the  inferior  excellence  of  the 
rock  at  many,  though  by  no  means,  at  all  the  exposures. 

As  a  very  useful  aid  to  those  who  are  interested  in  the  above 
details,  and  who  desire  to  trace  the  calcareous  beds  through  inter- 
vening points  not  mentioned,  as  well  to  readers  generally,  anxious  to 
follow  understandingly  the  descriptions  I  have  given,  I  would  recom- 
mend a  continual  reference  to  the  large  state  map  while  reading 
them,  as  I  have  endeavoured  so  to  specify  localities  as  that  they  may 
be  fixed  with  sufficient  precision  on  the  map.  For  the  sake  of  per- 
manent future  reference,  it  would  also  be  found  useful  to  make  a 
distinct  mark  with  a  pen  or  brush  at  each  locality  thus  determined ; 
and  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  a  similar  procedure 
where  boundary  lines  of  formations  are  traced  in  the  reports.  Such 
visible  demarcations,  while  greatly  assisting  the  reader  in  forming 
clear  conceptions  of  what  is  described,  become  parts  of  the  geologi- 
cal picture  of  the  region,  whose  purport  is  afterwards  recognized  at 
sight,  and  in  the  present  case  may  serve  a  purpose  of  use  as  well  as 
gratification,  until  the  geological  map  of  the  state  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  public. 

Composition  and  properties  of  the  Limestones  and  Marbles 
above  r^erred  to. 

Numerous  specimens  of  these  rocks,  gathered  from  all  the  im- 
portant localities  visited  during  the  last  and  preceding  seasons,  have 
been  selected  for  chemical  examination,  and  of  a  portion  of  them 
our  analyses  have  already  been  completed.  From  the  results,  as 
stated  below,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  many  instances  they  contain  a 
large  proportion  of  carbonate  of  magnesia,  a  fact  which,  taken  in 
connection  with  their  siliceous  character,  led  me  at  once  to  infer 
their  capability  of  furnishing  a  lime  suited  for  the  purposes  of  a 
water  cement.  I  have  accordingly  instituted  a  series  of  experiments 
designed  to  test  their  properties  in  this  respect,  and  though  the  in- 
vestigation will  require  some  further  time  to  bring  it  to  maturity,  I 
am  enabled  to  announce  the  fact,  that  the  rock  of  some  of  these 
beds  yields  a  hydraulic  limfe  which,  though  it  sets  slowly,  forms  a 
solid  cement.  I  may  further  state  what  has  been  mentioned  inci- 
dentally before,  that  the  grey  and  reddish  lime  of  many  of  the  poorer 
beds,  containing  some  magnesia  as  well  as  much  siliceous  matter, 
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will  be  found  to  form  a  mortar  for  common  purposes  of  greater 
hardness  and  durability  than  can  be  made  b/  the  use  of  the  pure 
white  lime,  which  is  so  generally  preferred ;  and  that  though  com- 
paratively few  of  these  beds  will  yield  a  perfectly  white  lime,  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  light  grey  and  cream  coloured 
limes  produced  from  some  of  the  richer  rocks,  are  little  if  nt  all  in- 
ferior in  strength  to  the  white  limes  in  common  use.  Of  the  falsity 
of  the  opinion  so  prevalent  that  a  coloured  lime  must  of  necessity 
be  of  inferior  strength,  no  clearer  proof  could  be  adduced  than  the 
well  known  fact,  that  the  presence  of  less  than  one  per  cent,  of 
oxide  of  iron  in  the  lime  is  sufficient  to  give  it  a  very  deci<ied  red- 
dish or  brownish  tinge. 

28.  Iron  Ores.  On  this  head  only  a  few  observations  can  be 
usefully  presented  at  the  present  time,  as  the  chemical  examinations 
relating  to  these  materials  are  as  yet  too  little  advanced  to  furnish  a 
body  of  analytical  results  sufficient  to  illustrate  their  composition 
and  probable  economical  value.  The  extensive  beds  of  these  ores 
found  at  some  points  in  the  southern  region,  their  great  richness  in 
iron,  and  their  proximity  in  several  instances  to  some  of  the  belts  of 
limestone  above  described,  together  with  the  favourable  position  in 
which  some  of  them  are  placed  as  regards  water  power  and  facili- 
ties of  transportation,  give  them  a  not  unimportant  rank  among  the 
mineral  resources  of  this  portion  of  the  state.  These  deposites  are 
however  by  no  means  so  numerous  in  this  region,  as  from  the  deeply 
ferruginous  tinge  of  the  soil  over  extensive  districts,  and  the  fre- 
quent occurrence  of  loose  fragments  of  ore  upon  the  surface,  ordi- 
nary observers  have  been  led  to  imagine.  All  the  slaty  rocks  of 
which  I  have  treated  above  are  more  or  less  impregnated  with  iron, 
usually  shewing  itself  in  the  undecomposed  rock  in  the  form  of 
crystallized  sulphuret  of  iron  or  iron  pyrites,  and  in  many  instances 
bearing  a  large  proportion  to  the  other  materials  with  which  it  is 
intermingled,  rior  is  it  exclusively  confined  to  the  class  of  rocks 
in  question,  occurring  sometimes  in  equally  marked  amount  in  beds 
of  Gneiss  and  in  veins  of  Quartz,  particularly  such  as  have  been 
found  to  contain  gold.  This  mineral  may  be  known  by  its  yellow- 
ish metallic  lustre,  and  the  generally  cubical  or  square  form  of  its 
crystals.  Though  worthless  in  itself,  it  wcmld  appear  to  have  been 
the  source  whence  some  of  the  most  valuable  and  extensive  ore  beds 
of  this  region  have  been  supplied. 

The  beds  referred  to  are  those  consisting  of  the  brown  and  ochre* 
ous  ores  hereafter  to  be  mentioned.  A  few  remarks  upon  what 
would  seem  to  be  the  theory  of  their  formation  will,  I  hope,  not  be 
deemed  inappropriate  as  a  part  of  the  present  brief  sketch  of  the 
geology  of  our  southern  region. 

The  brown  and  oclireous  iron  ores  contain  the  metal  in  the  state  • 
of  an  oxide,  and  are  made  up  of  this  oxide,  together  with  silex, 
alumina  and  water.    The  oxide  contains  70  per  cent,  of  metallic 
iron,  so  that  were  the  ore  composed  of  this  alone,  each  hundred 
pounds  ought  to  yield  seventy  pounds  of  metal.    In  the  richer  ores 
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aB  inncb  as  86  per  cent,  of  tbe  oxide  is  sometimes  found,  the  re- 
maining 16  per  cent,  consisting  principally  of  water.  This  would 
correspond  to  about  sixty  pounds  of  iron  to  the  hundred  of  ore, 
and  is  an  amount  scarcely  ever  obtained  in  tbe  operations  of  tbe 
furnace. 

Tbe  ores  in  question  are  uniformly  found  associated  with  Mica- 
ceous or  Talcose  slates  or  Gneiss,  in  which  tbe  sulpburet  is  or  has 
been  present  in  great  quantity.  In  tbe  immediate  vicinity  of  tbe 
bed,  these  rocks  are  seen  in  a  decomposing  condition,  and  impreg- 
nated with  ochreous  matter,  which  is  tbe  material  of  the  ore.  In 
fact,  with  a  little  attention,  tbe  various  gradations  may  be  traced 
from  the  unchanged  rock,  at  some  distance  from  tbe  bed,  to  tbe 
softened  and  decomposing  material  in  which  the  sulpburet  has  dis- 
appeared and  the  dark  brown  stains  of  oxide  are  presented,  and 
thence  to  a  mixed  substance  consisting  of  tbe  matter  of  the  rock, 
with  a  predominance  of  tbe  oxide,  from  which  we  pass  into  the 
massive  and  comparatively  pure  ore.  Of  the  stages  of  chemical 
change  by  which  this  conversion  would  seem  to  have  been  brought 
about,  the  first  is  obviously  the  decomposition  of  the  sulpburet 
of  iron,  and  the  production  of  copperas  or  tbe  sulphate  of  iron,  an 
effect  continually  witnessed  where  moisture  and  air  have  access  to 
the  sulpburet,  and  the  second  tbe  separation  of  the  brown  oxide 
from  the  copperas,  probably  in  some  measure  by  the  action  of  the 
magnesia  and  potash  present  in  tbe  Mica,  Talc  and  Felspar  of  tbe 
adjacent  rook.  In  this  view  of  their  production,  the  ores  in  ques- 
tion are  to  be  regarded  as  of  much  later  origin  than  tbe  adjacent 
rocks,  and  indeed  as  being  in  some  places  in  progress  of  formation 
now.  Striking  examples  might  bo  referred  to  of  beds  of  Micaceous 
and  Talcose  slates,  in  which  knots  of  such  ore  are  to  be  met  with 
disseminated  through  tbe  mass,  and  still  in  part  retaining  the  struct- 
ure of  the  slate,  so  as  to  exemplify  one  of  tbe  stages  of  change  be- 
fore noticed,  in  which  tbe  production  of  the  bed  of  ore  has  not  yet 
been  carried  to  its  completion. 

Besides  the  brown  and  ocbreoas  ores,  there  occur  also  two 
other  varieties,  viz:  the  Micaceous  oxide  and  tbe  Magnetic  oxide. 
The  former  is  not  unfrequently  associated  in  small  quantity  with 
the  ores  first  mentioned,  but  most  commonly  occurs  in  small  veins 
included  in  Quartz.  It  is  distinguished  by  its  glistening  scaly  crys- 
tals, not  unlike  those  of  a  dark  brown  Mica,  but  unlike  these  it 
yields  a  bright  reddish  brown  powder  when  bruised,  and  will  stain 
the  fingers  of  this  hue  when  rubbed.  Though  of  common  occur- 
rence, it  is  not  found  in  large  quantities.  The  composition  of  this 
ore  is  the  same  as  that  of  tbe  pure  brown  oxide,  but  unlike  that 
variety  it  is  never  united  with  water. 

Tbe  Magnetic  oxide,  when  pure,  is  richer  in  iron  than  either  of 
tbe  preceding,  containing  within  a  small  fraction  of  72i  per  cent,  of 
metallic  iron.  It  is  distinguished  by  its  nearly  black  colour  in  mass 
as  well  as  when  reduced  to  powder,  and  its  strong  action  on  the 
magnetic  needle,  attracting  one  extremity  and  repelling  the  other. 
It  is  from  ore  of  this  description  that  nearly  all  the  Swedish  iron,  so 
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celebrated  for  its  ezoellent  qualities,  and  so  well  snited  for  coDver- 
sion  into  steel,  is  extracted. 

This  variety  of  iron  ore  occurs  at  several  points  in  the  southern 
re^on  in  the  form  Jot  beds  or  strata  of  considerable  thickness  and 
of  good  quality. 

The  following  enumeration  of  some  of  the  exposures  of  these 
ores  may  serve  to  indicate  their  geological  position  as  well  ss  their 
extent  and  general  characters : 

1.  In  Buckingham  county  an  extensive  bed  of  the  brown  and 
ochreous  ore  has  been  traced  for  many  miles  in  a  direction  south- 
westwards  of  the  furnace  near  New  Canton.  Of  this  deposit  some 
account  was  given  in  my  first  report. 

Omitting  Airther  details  at  this  time,  I  would  merely  remark  that 
from  its  continuity  and  thickness,  and  from  the  general  richness  of 
its  contents,  this  bed  deserves  to  be  considered  as  of  high  economi- 
cal value.  The  iron  made  from  it  is  for  many  purposes  regarded  as 
of  good  quality,  though  like  most  of  the  metal  manufactured  from 
the  ores  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  it  requires  the  admixture  of  a  softer 
material  in  converting  it  into  bar  iron.  The  position  of  this  bed 
between  Micaceous  slates,  and  the  graduation  of  the  ore  into  slate 
along  the  sides  of  the  bed,  afford  good  illustrations  of  what  has  been 
said  in  regard  to  the  origin  of  these  ores. 

2.  In  the  same  county  a  bed  of  the  brown  ore  is  extensively  ex- 
posed on  Stonewall  creek  in  sight  of  Mr.  Rosses  new  furnace,  and 
shews  itself  at  several  other  places  in  the  neighbourhood.  At  the 
furnace  it  has  a  width  varying  from  10  to  16  feet — at  Mr.  Yeatman's, 
half  a  mile  below,  its  width  is  12  feet.  Its  position  is  nearly  verti- 
cal, included  in  yellowish  Talcose  slate,  and  its  range  or  bearing  is 
N.  20**  E.  The  ore  is  generally  compact  and  dense,  but  sometimes 
cellular,  and  containing  ochre.  Higher  up  the  hill  and  eastwards  of 
the  former,  another  parallel  bed  occurs,  consisting  chiefly  of  a  yel- 
low ochreous  oxide  of  iron  with  numerous  and  large  cavities,  i^till 
more  towards  the  east  we  meet  with  the  range  of  limestone  for- 
merly spoken  of,  furnishing  a  flux  to  be  used  with  the  ores. 

S.  Near  the  mouth  of  Elk  Island  creek  in  Amherst  county,  two 
or  more  considerable  beds  of  ore  are  met  with,  the  more  eastern  of 
which,  about  half  a  mile  above  the  mouth  of  the  creek  and  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  above  the  furnace,  is  from  4  to  8  feet  in  thickness  where 
explored,  and  is  a  brown  oxide  of  iron,  sometimes  micaceous,  con- 
tained in  Mic.  and  Talc,  slates.  Half  a  mile  westward  occurs  an- 
other bed,  consisting  principally  of  slaty  and  micaceous  ore,  and  at 
various  points  in  the  vicinity  bog  ore  is  abundantly  met  with,  serv- 
ing a  useful  purpose  in  union  with  the  compact  and  micaceous  ores. 
As  already  stated,  beds  of  limestone  are  found  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  the  ores. 

4.  A  little  east  of  the  belt  of  grey  granite,  formerly  described  as 
ranging  through  Campbell  county  near  the  Charlotte  line,  and  cross- 
ing the  Staunton  river  at  Brookneal,  there  occurs  a  prolonged  bed 
of  ore,  similar  in  character  to  those  above  described.  About  a  mile 
NE.  of  col.  Hancock's  dwelling,  the  width  of  the  bed  is  8  feet,  but 
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there  is  reason  to  believe  that  at  some  points  it  swells  oat  to  more 
than  double  this  amount.  It  here  ranges  in  a  NN£.  direction,  has 
a  high  eastern  dip,  and  is  associated  with  Mica  slates.  The  ore  is  a 
brown  oxide,  sometimes  quite  compact,  sometimes  ochreous,  and 
occurs  in  large  masses  on  the  east  side  of  Hot  (Hat,  £d.)  creek, 
(one  of  the  branches  of  Falling  river,)  near  its  mouth,  much  ore  is 
seen  on  the  surface,  and  has  been  exposed  by  diggings— apparently 
the  continuation  of  the  bed  explored  on  ool.  HancocVs  land  and  it3 
vicinity. 

5.  Near  Rocky  Mount  in  Franklin  county,  a  little  north  of  the 
bed  of  Steatite  formerly  described,  the  Magnetic  oxide  occurs  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  supply  a  furnace  in  the  vicinity.  The  ore  is 
granular,  of  a  black  and  greenish  black  colour,  and  is  associated 
with  decomposing  micaceous  slates — width  of  the  bed  varying  from 
4  to  6  feet.  Another  bed  of  the  same  description,  several  feet  in 
width,  is  met  with  a  little  north  of  the  village.  Impure  bog  ore 
occurs  in  the  neighbouring  meadows,  yellow  and  ochreous,  ac- 
companied on  the  surface  with  the  grains  called  shot  ore.  Seven 
miles  west  of  the  village  we  meet  with  the  brown  oxide  in  Mica 
slate. 

6.  In  Patrick  county,  a  little  west  of  Goblintown  creek  and  on 
the  east  side  of  Stewart^s  Knob,  we  find  the  magnetic  oxide  exposed 
at  several  places,  the  main  deposit  supplying  the  Union  iron  works 
in  the  vicinity,  being  a  bed  of  from  8  to  6  feet  wide,  of  a  fine  grained, 
generally  black  ore,  sometimes  having  a  greenish  tinge  from  the  in- 
termixed scales  of  Talc,  and  sometimes  red  and  ochreous. 

7.  In  Buckingham  county,  about  a  mile  east  of  Whispering  creek 
and  nearly  in  a  line  with  Willis's  mountain,  a  heavy  bed  of  the  magr 
netic  oxide  crosses  the  road  leading  from  Maysville  to  Ca  Ira,  and 
may  be  traced  for  some  distance  in  a  N£.  and  SW.  direction.  It  is 
from  6  to  8  feet  in  width,  solid  and  dense,  generally  bright  and 
specular,  though  sometimes  dull.  It  affects  the  needle  powerfully, 
and  is  evidently  a  very  rich  ore. 

Further  details  in  regard  to  these,  and  a  similar  full  account  of 
other  localities,  are  reserved  for  a  future  time,  when  the  chemical 
examinations  connected  with  the  subject,  shall  have  been  brought 
to  maturity.  But  it  will  bo  seen  from  the  partictilars  which  have 
now  been  stated,  that  the  portions  of  the  southern  region  referred 
to  are  by  no  means  wanting  in  supplies  of  this  mineral,  and  that 
some  of  the  most  extensive  beds  are  very  favourably  situated,  both 
as  regards  the  limestone  so  essential  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  and 
an  easy  conveyance  of  the  products  of  the  furnace  to  market. 

Bocka  exposed  in  a  Geological  Section,  extending  from  the  Blue  Ridge 
at  Tye  Biter  Gap  to  Cumberland  Courthouse.  Course  SE,  68 
miles. 

The  Blue  Ridge  at  Tye  river  gap  is  composed  of  several  mount- 
ains which  unite  with  the  main  ridge  on  the  eastern  side,  and  by 
the  road  is  12  miles  from  the  western  to  the  eastern  base. 
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Beginning  at  the  western  baae  of  the  monntain,  we  find 
tlie  sandstones  and  slates  of  No.  I.  with  a  high  dip  to 
the  NW.  These  rocks  of  No.  I.  oconpj  a  small  hill 
just  west  of  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and  extend  a 
short  distance  np  the  side  of  the  Blue  Rid^e ;  their 
width  as  exposed  along  the  road  is  fths  of  a  mile. 
Next  SQCceeds  a  broad  range  of  whitish  Granitic  rocks, 
soft  and  decomposing,  and  presenting  no  evidence  of 
stratification.  They  continue  for  8  miles  to  the  sum- 
mit of  the  ridge,  and  about  1  mile  down  the  eastern 
side.  These  decomposing  rocks  contain  frequent  beds 
of  Epidotic  granite,  and  especially  of  a  beautiful  dark 
grey  Syenite,  wliich  latter  is  frequently  porphyritic, 
and  contains  crystals  of  Felspar  2  inches  in  length. 
These  beds  of  Granite  and  Syenile  are  composed  of 
hard,  permanent  rock,  in  large  irregular  masses,  not 
stratified.  There  are  also  noticed  two  broad  bands  of 
sandstone  and  slate.  That  on  the  western  side  occurs 
about  one  mile  below  the  summit,  is  about  200  yards 
in  width,  and  consists  of  grey  and  reddish  slates,  some- 
times micaceous,  with  associated  layers  of  sandstone, 
conglomerate,  greenstone,  and  greenstone  slate.  The 
greenstone  is  sometimes  aniygdaloidal.  These  layers 
are  horizontal,  and  with  a  moderate  dip  to  the  S£. 
The  other  band  occurs  about  i  mile  below  the  summit 
on  the  £.  side,  and  presents  repeated  alternations  of 
red  and  grey  slates,  white  sandstones  and  conglomer- 
ates. They  are  nearly  vertical,  with  a  high  dip  to  the 
8E.,  and  in  width  extend  half  a  mile 4  miles. 

Continuing  down  the  eastern  «ide  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  we 
find  grey  Granitic  rocks  occasionally  inclined  to  de- 
composition, with  several  bands  of  Argillaceous  slate, 
and  towards  the  eastern  base  two  or  three  dikes  of 
greenstone 4  miles. 

From  the  eastern  foot  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  at  the  junction 
of  the  N.  and  S.  forks  of  Tye  river,  to  about  2  miles 
SE.  of  Lovingston,  the  country  consists  principally  of 
Gneiss  rocks,  which  about  Lovingston  contain  frequent 
beds  of  hard  and  durable  Granite.  General  dip  is 
high,  to  the  8E 14  miles. 

The  next  8  miles  of  the  section  exhibits  greenish  chloride 
Granite,  Gneiss,  and  bluish  Mica  slate,  which  are  ver- 
tical, and  strike  NE 8  miles. 

This  brings  us  to  Findlay^s  mountain,  about  one  mile  in 
width,  consisting  of  coarse  Siliceous  sandstone  in  ver- 
tical strata.  This  range  of  sandstone  is  quarried  where 
it  crosses  Rucker^s  run,  a  few  miles  SW.  from  this 
point,  and  also  to  the  NE.,  where  it  crosses  Rockfish 
river.  This  rock,  at  Patterson's  quarry  on  Rucker's 
run,  is  a  hard  grey  Siliceous  sandstone,  in  large  irreg- 
14 
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nlar  masses,  and  unequalled  in  darabilitjr.  The  exten- 
sive quarries  of  Barnam  on  Rockfish  river  famish  an 
excellent  stone,  easily  dressed,  and  occurring  in  masses 
of  any  required  size.  Along  the  eastern  side  of  this 
ridge  occurs  a  range  of  Micaceous  Gneiss,  which  is 
also  quarried  by  Barnum,  and  a  little  £.  of  Patterson's, 
at  Variety  mills.  All  of  the  rock  from  these  quarries 
is  called  "Granite,"  and  has  been  extensively  em- 
ployed for  the  construction  of  locks,  aqueducts,  ^., 
upon  the  James  river  canal l.mile. 

Between  Findlay's  mountain  and  Warminster,  4  miles,  we 
cross  just  £.  of  the  mountain  a  range  of  Micaceous 
Gneiss  and  Mica  slate,  which  are  vertical  with  a  strike 
to  the  NE. — then  a  range  of  Soapstone  or  Steatitic 
slaty  rocks,  also  vertical, — ^then  a  range  of  Greenstone 
succeeded  by  grey  Micaceous  Gneiss,  which  is  about  2 
miles  in  width,  and  extends  nearly  to  Warminster.  It 
is  quarried  and  used  for  the  common  structures  of  the 
canal  at  the  latter  place 4  miles. 

At  Warminster  the  rocks  are  Mica  slate  with  a  high  west- 
erly dip.  In  Yancey^s  clilf,  on  the  £.  side  of  James 
river,  immediately  opposite  the  village,  a  belt  of  lime- 
stone is  exposed  having  a  width  of  about  76  feet.  It 
occurs  in  thick  layers  or  strata  which  are  highly  in- 
clined and  rise  up  from  the  river  to  the  height  of  more 
than  100  feet.  Several  varieties  occur  here,  white, 
reddish  and  blue,  and  varying  in  texture  from  close 
granular  to  slaty  and  micaceous.  It  is  quarried  exten- 
sively for  the  locks  and  other  works  on  the  James 
river  canal.  Dip  NW.  60°.  The  country  along  the 
section,  from  Warminster  towards  Maysville  consists 
of  Micaceous  slates  with  frequent  beds  of  Gneiss.  The 
dip  soon  changes  from  a  westerly  to  an  easterly  one, 
and  so  continues  to  Maysville.  West  of  Maysville  we 
cross  a  range  of  Hornblende  slates,  which  furnish  a 
rich  red  soil.  At  Slate  river,  near  the  village,  we  come 
again  upon  Mica  slates 15  miles. 

From  Maysville  to  Willis's  mountain,  9  miles,  the  line  of 
section  crosses  Micaceous  and  Talcose  slates,  especially 
the  latter,  which  contain  frequent  veins  and  beds  of 
Quartz,  some  of  which  are  auriferous.  This  is  the 
Gold  belt  of  Buckingham  county.  The  slates  dip  at 
an  angle  of  from  80°  to  60°  to  the  SE 9  miles. 

Willis's  mountain  is  double,  and  consists  of  tw^o  knobs 
with  a  low  gap  between.  It  Consists  of  a  whitish 
Gneiss,  generally  quartzose,  sometimes  micaceous, 
which  abounds  in  whitish  Oyanite  disseminated 
through  the  whole  mass  of  the  rock,  and  frequently 
in  crystals.  The  rock  composing  Willis's  mountain  dif- 
fers from  all  in  its  vicinity,  and  appears  to  have  been 
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elevated  from  below  throngh  the  snrrotinding  slates. 
The  western  face  of  both  knobs  is  precipitous  from 
midway  to  the  top,  and  the  eastern  side  of  the  north- 
em  or  larger  knob  presents  the  same  character.  Ex- 
posed surfaces  of  the  rocks  acquire  a  reddish  ferrugi- 
nous stain,  and  some  of  the  slates  about  the  base  of 
the  smaller  knobs  have  such  a  ferruginous  aspect,  that 
the  absence  of  proper  weight  will  alone  distinguish 
them  from  ores  of  iron,  upon  a  mere  inspection.  The 
rocks  of  Willis's  mountain  dip  20*'  to  KW.,  while  the 
Mica  slates  and  Gneiss  which  surround  it  all  have  a 
dip,  and  generally  a  high  one  to  the  S£ 1  mile. 

From  Willis's  mountain  towards  Ca  Ira  the  section  passes 
over  grey  Gneisses  with  a  high  easterly  dip,  which  are 
traversed  by  several  ranges  of  Greenstone.  About  2^ 
miles  west  of  Ca  Ira  the  section  crosses  a  narrow  range 
of  red  sandstone,  which  lasts  nearly  to  the  village. 
This  range  consists  of  red  Shale  and  Conglomerate, 
and  contains  embedded  globular  concentric  masses  of 
Greenstone.  Dip  of  these  red  rocks  is  gentle  to  the 
SW.,  and  the  dip  of  the  slates  on  each  side  is  S£. 
They  are  evidently  a  deposite  of  not  much  depth,  mere- 
ly filling  a  hollow  or  basin  in  the  Micaceous  slates  be- 
low, upon  the  edges  of  which  they  rest  unconformably. 
The  section  crosses  near  the  northern  termination  of 
this  narrow  range  of  sandstone,  which  continues  south 
and  west  by  FarmviUe  to  beyond  Prince  Edward  court- 
house, and  there  becomes  associated  with  a  black  Shale 
containing  seams  of  bituminous  coal 8  miles. 

Between  Ca  Ira  and  Cumberland  courthouse  the  rocks  con- 
sist of  grey  Gneiss,  sometimes  arenaceous,  with  a  gen- 
tle dip  8E.,  as  at  Willis's  river  and  Rocky  run,  and  to- 
wards Cumberland  courthouse  they  appear  as  white 
felspathio  Gneiss,  decomposing  and  furnishing  much 
porcelain  or  china  clay.    Dip  gentle  SE 6  miles. 


SECTION    IV. 

OF  TBE  MIDDLE  SECOyDABT  SAITDSTOyEfs  SHALES  AND  CONOLOM- 
EBATES  OF  THE  SOUTHERN  DISTRICT^EAST  OF  THE  BLUE  RIDOE. 

Chaptkh  1. 

General  Features  of  this  Formation. 

The  rocks  of  the  formation  here  referred  to,  though  differing 
greatly  among  themselves  as  to  the  nature  and  mechanical  condition 
of  the  materials  of  which  they  are  composed,  are  distinguished  from 
all  others  in  this  region  by  peculiar  and  well  marked  features. 
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In  the  first  place  they  are  obvioiiBlj  made  up  of  the  re-uuited 
materials  of  other  and  of  course  older  rocks,  in  fragments  of  all  di- 
mensions, from  the  minutest  grain  to  masses  weighing  many  ponnds,^ 
sometimes  associated  in  strata  of  comparatively  uniform  texture" 
throughout,  and  sometimes  very  heterogeneously  assembled. 

The  coarser  materials  of  these  strata  are  distinct  and  easily  recog- 
nized fragments  of  Granite,  Gneiss,  Hornblende  slate.  Mica  slate, 
Epidote,  Quartz  and  other  rooks,  such  as  are  nsually  met  with  in  the 
wide  belt  of  country  extending  from  the  eastern  flank  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  to  the  head  of  tide,  and  stretching  in  a  southern  and  south- 
western direction  through  the  Garolinas  far  into  the  state  of  Georgia. 
The  more  comminuted  matter  is  identical  in  composition  with  the 
grey,  yellowish,  red  and  particoloured  sands  and  clays,  produced  by 
the  decomposition  of  the  rocks  referred  to,  and  which  are  to  be  met 
with  very  generally  covering  them  to  a  greater  or  less  depth. 

All  the  larger  fragments,  and  even  the  particles  of  sand  entering 
into  the  composition  of  these  strata,  present  more  or  less  of  a  rounded 
outline.  This  feature  is  most  strikingly  displayed  in  such  fragments 
as  are  of  a  nature  to  be  readily  worn  by  mutual  attrition,  or  by  the 
agency  of  moving  water,  as  for  example,  Hornblende  slate,  Mica  slate, 
Chlorite  slate  and  Gneiss,  all  of  which  are  usually  met  with  in  the 
form  of  oval  pebbles,  while  the  fragments  of  Quartz,  a  much  harder 
rock,  embedded  beside  them  in  the  same  mass,  are  seen  to  retain 
their  sharp  edges  and  projecting  corners  almost  unaltered.  In  frag- 
ments of  very  large  size  this  configuration  is  less  conspicuously  seen, 
though  even  these,  while  preserving  mnch  of  their  rectangular  or 
polygonal  form,  exhibit  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  same  wearing 
agency. 

While  much  variety  is  displayed  in  the  colour  of  these  strata  as 
presented  in  different  locaUties,  the  predominating  tint  of  the  entire 
range  of  the  formation  is  a  deep  brownish  red,  not  easily  distin- 
guished from  the  hue  of  those  soils  in  the  surrounding  region,  which 
owe  their  complexion  to  the  decomposition  of  the  prevailing  Epi- 
dotic,  Hornblendic  and  Trappean  rocks.  This  more  usual  tint  is 
often  seen  alternating  with  shades  of  grey,  yellow  and  green,  and 
in  some  cases  over  wide  tracts  is  almost  entirely  superseded  by 
them. 

In  general  the  conglomoritic  structure,  though  of  frequent  occur- 
rence, is  confined  to  comparatively  narrow  portions  of  the  belt  occu- 
pied by  these  strata,  the  majority  of  the  beds  being  made  up  of  sand- 
stones and  shales,  composed  of  siliceous  and  argillaceous  particles 
mingled  in  various  proportions,  but  in  most  cases  the  former  being 
present  in  large  excess.  The  loose  coherence  of  these  ingredients 
leading  to  the  rapid  disintegration  of  the  strata  when  exposed  to  the 
weather  or  to  denuding  agencies,  has  caused  their  extensive  destruc- 
tion near  the  surface,  and  has  imparted  a  glady  character  to  much  of 
the  region  over  which  they  spread.  As  might  be  anticipated  from 
the  texture  of  the  soil  thus  formed,  as  well  as  of  most  of  the  under- 
lying rocks,  the  region  of  these  shales  and  sandstones  is  deficient  in 
bold  and  stea<iy  springs,  and  though  covered  with  a  soil  of  easy  cul- 
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tivation,  and  of  some  fertility  in  the  lower  levels,  is  peoQiiarly  ex- 
posed to  injury  in  seasons  of  droagbt 

Being  exclusively  of  sedimentary  origin,  and  containing  at  many 
points  both  animal  and  vegetable  remains,  the  middle  secondary 
strata  would  at  first  view  appear  to  be  closely  allied  to  the  sand- 
stones, shales  and  conglomerates  of  some  of  the  Appalachian  forma- 
tions as  presented  in  the  hills  and  valleys  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Blue  Ridge.  Geologically  coosidered,  however,  they  belong  to  a 
later  epoch  in  the  physical  history  of  our  continent  than  any  of  the 
groups  of  strata  in  that  portion  of  the  state,  or  even  in  the  region 
extending  thence  to  some  distance  beyond  the  Mississippi.  Of  their 
position  in  the  scale  of  secondary  formations  it  will  be  sufficient  for 
the  present  to  observe  that  while  the  widely  expanded  coal  measures 
of  our  Trans- Alleghany  region  which  extend  over  our  western  coun- 
ties and  a  large  portion  of  eastern  Ohio,  and  in  virtue  of  successive 
gentle  undulations,  are  again  repeated  in  the  vast  coal  basins  of  In- 
diana and  Illinois  and  of  Missouri,  are  admitted  to  occupy  a  station 
low  in  the  series  of  secondary  formations,  and  while  another  group 
of  strata,  including  the  green  sand  and  rotten  limestone  of  New 
Jersey  and  Alabama,  exposed  in  certain  districts  of  these  states,  as 
well  as  of  Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  and  elsewhere,  are  placed  in 
the  hi^est  position  in  this  series,  the  rocks  of  which  I  am  now  treat- 
ing bear  evidence  of  an  intermediate  geological  date,  and  hence  have 
been  denominated  by  professor  H.  D.  Rogers  and  myself  the  middle 
secondary  formation. 

Before  describing  in  detail  the  limits  of  the  interrupted  belt  or 
series  of  large  islands  formed  of  the  middle  secondary  strata  in  the 
southern  district  to  which  I  am  now  particularly  referring,  it  may 
be  well  to  remark  that  in  the  explorations  of  a  former  season,  the 
same  formation  was  met  with  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  state 
in  a  nearly  similar  position  in  regard  to  the  Blue  Ridge,  but  though 
crossed  at  that  time  in  various  places  in  Cnlpeper,  Fauquier,  and 
Prince  William  counties,  and  examined  with  some  attention  in  par- 
ticular localities,  the  general  objects  then  in  view  did  not  admit  of  a 
connected  series  of  observations  for  determining  its  boundaries,  and 
the  various  details  relating  to  its  structure  and  composition.  But 
though  these  accurate  results  remain  for  the  labours  of  another  sea- 
son, enough  was  then  observed  to  famish  tlie  means  of  comparing 
the  formation  there  exposed  with  that  recently  explored  in  all  its 
details  in  the  southern  district,  and  to  give  the  fullest  assurance  of 
their  identity.  That  it  is  not  unimportant  to  have  clearly  ascertained 
this  fact,  will  readily  appear  when  it  is  considered  that  the  forma- 
tion as  presented  in  the  northern  district  of  our  state  is  prolonged 
into  Maryland,  stretches  with  little  or  no  interruption  entirely  across 
that  state  and  Pennsylvania,  traverses  New  Jersey  as  far  as  the 
Pallisndoes  on  the  North  river,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
is  again  presented  in  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut,  while  its  south- 
em  portion  in  Virginia,  after  being  interrapted  near  the  state  line, 
quickly  reappears  and  extends  in  conriderable  breadth  for  some  dis- 
tance into  Nori^h  Caroliaa. 
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In  comparing  the  strata  of  the  discontinaoas  tracts  occupied  by 
this  formation  within  our  own  borders,  our  deductions,  founded 
upon  an  examination  of  the  materials,  structure  and  dip  of  the 
rocks,  in  all  of  which  a  striking  resemblanc«  is  every  where  preserved, 
have  been  not  a  little  aided  by  the  occasional  discovery  of  organic 
remains.  Thus  the  black  polished  rhombic  fish  scales,  found  in  the 
bituminous  shales  near  Fannville,  and  at  Leakesville  in  N.  Carolina, 
and  in  Fauquier  county,  and  the  minute  shells  found  in  a  dark  slate 
near  Flournoy's  in  Prince  Edward  and  at  Leakesville,  together  with 
various  impressions  of  vegetable  origin,  have  served  to  give  validity 
to  the  conclusion  otherwise  deduced  of  the  identity  of  the  forma- 
tions at  these  remote  positions. 

The  rocks  of  this  formation  in  yir^nia  being  confined  to  a  belt 
of  country  removed  to  some  distance  eastward  of  the  Blue  Ridge, 
while,  except  in  a  single  instance,  the  lower  members  of  the  Appa- 
lachian series  no  where  spread  eastwardly  from  the  great  valley  into 
the  same  region,  our  middle  secondary  is  never  met  with  adjoining 
or  overlying  the  Appalachian  rocks,  as  is  frequently  the  case  in 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  This  entire  separation  of  the  two  is 
important  in  explaining  the  comparatively  small  amount  of  calcare- 
ous matter  in  the  form  of  pebbles  or  minute  particles  contained  in 
the  rocks  of  that  portion  of  the  middle  secondary  which  traverses 
Virginia.  In  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  the  shales 
of  this  formation  are  calcareous,  and  the  coarse  conglomerates  are 
largely  made  up  of  pebbles  of  limestone  identical  in  character  with 
the  beds  of  that  rock  appertaining  to  the  Appalachian  series,  occur- 
ring in  the  adjoining  and  surrounding  region. 

The  well  Known  Potomac  marble,  a  highly  ornamental  rock, 
composed  in  great  part  of  such  fragments,  united  geneially  by  an  in- 
tervening reddish  shaly  material  of  a  more  or  less  calcareous  com- 
position, though  forming  in  Maryland  a  conspicuous  portion^of  the 
middle  secondary  strata,  and  often  occurring  in  thick  beds  in  the 
same  geological  connection  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  is  seen 
rapidly  changing  its  composition  as  it  is  prolonged  towards  the  south, 
presenting  comparatively  few  limestone  pebbles  in  Fauquier,  still 
fewer  in  Culpeper,  only  here  and  there  a  single  fragment  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Harbours ville  in  Orange  county,  and  no  massive 
and  very  little  diffused  calcareous  matter  in  its  extension  through 
the  counties  south  of  the  James  river.  Yet  so  marked  a  resemblance 
of  the  coarse  conglomerates  in  many  portions  of  this  region  in  which 
they  are  almost  devoid  of  calcareous  matter  to  the  Potomac  rock, 
produced  the  similarity  in  the  cementing  material  and  in  the  non- 
calcareous  fragments  of  the  two,  that  at  a  little  distance  they  might 
readily  be  confounded.  As  a  striking  instance  of  this  general  like- 
ness, I  would  point  .the  observer  to  the  interesting  series  of  ex- 
posures presented  along  the  line  of  the  James  river  canal  for  some 
miles  below  the  mouth  of  Rockfish,  in  which  the  character  of  this 
conglomerate  as  it  occurs  in  this  portion  of  the  middle  secondary  is 
finely  displayed,  not  only  on  the  faces  of  the  newly  bared  cliff,  but 
in  the  piles  of  large  fragments  on  the  river  side  of  the  canal. 


319 

A  featare  of  much  interest  in  the  geology  of  this  formation,  is 
the  almost  universal  prevalence  of  a  NW.  or  NNW.  direction  in  the 
dip  of  the  strata,  a  fact  whicli  has  been  observed  not  only  through- 
oat  the  region  more  particalarly  referred  to  in  this  place,  bat  at  all 
the  other  exposures  that  have  been  examined  within  the  state.  The 
same  direction  of  dip  has  been  noticed  by  myself  in  these  rooks  in 
the  southern  part  of  Maryland  and  in  North  Carolina,  and  has  been 
traced  over  a  much  greater  extent  of  the  formation  by  my  brother 

?rofesaor  H.  D.  Rogers,  in  the  course  of  his  minute  explorations  in 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  where  this  group  of  rooks  is  devel- 
oped on  a  wider  scale. 

This  interesting  fact  viewed 'in  connexion  with  the  nature  and 
mechanical  condition  of  the  materials  composing  these  strata,  sug- 
gested to  my  brother  early  in  his  investigations  in  the  states  before 
mentioned,  very  important  inferences,  since  fully  sustained  by  my 
observations  in  Virginia  as  well  as  Maryland  and  Carolina,  as  re- 
gards the  directions  in  which  the  powerful  currents  flowed  while  ' 
conveying  the  detrital  matter  to  the  region  in  which  it  was  depos- 
ited as  now  seen  layer  upon  layer  in  conforming  slope,  and  the  geo- 
graphical position  of  the  territory  from  whose  surface  these  mate- 
rials were  washed  and  torn  away.  Without  entering  at  large  into 
these  deductions,  of  which  an  extended  account  woiUd  be  inappro- 
priate in  this  place,  it  may  for  the  present  be  remarked,  that  nearly 
if  not  all  the  matter  of  which  these  strata  are  composed,  may  with 
confidence  be  traced  to  the  wide  primary  region  lying  to  the  south 
and  east ;  the  currents  coming  in  from  that  direction,  bearing  with 
them  the  red  soil  and  coarser  materials  so  abundantly  furnished  by 
the  Hornblendic  and  other  rocks  there  extensively  spread  out.  These 
transported  matters  would  appear  to  have  been  conveyed  into  a  pro- 
longed estuary  or  trough  having  a  general  direction  irom  8W.  to 
N£.,  and  being  deposited  in  successive  layers  commencing  at  its 
southeastern  margin,  would  naturally  assume  the  attitude  of  strata 
dipping  to  the  northwest. 

It  is  not  a  little  curious  to  observe  that  strata  apparently  apper- 
taining to  a  corresponding  formation  in  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  consisting  of  materials  analogous  to  those  of  our  middle 
secondary  rocks,  are  described  as  very  generally  presenting  the  same 
northwesterly  dip. 

Before  concluding  this  short  sketch  of  the  most  interesting  gen- 
eral features  of  the  formation,  I  woald  call  attention  to  what  I  con- 
sider the  tme  explanation  of  the  important  fact,  already  incidentally 
mentioned,  of  the  non-existence  of  limestone  pebbles,  or  even  of 
diffused  calcareous  matter  in  any  considerable  amount  in  these 
strata  as  presented  in  our  southern  counties.  This  explanation  I 
conceive  is  found  in  the  absence  of  calcareous  rocks  throughout  the 
region  lying  towards  the  southeast  of  this  portion  of  the  formation. 
The  bands  or  ovoid  patches  of  Micaceous  and  Talcose  limestone, 
ranging  near  the  southeastern  margin  of  the  middle  secondary  in 
most  of  the  belt  of  country  through  which  it  passes  north  of  the 
James  river,  continuing  their  general  direction  nearly  in  a  line  with 
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the  long  reach  of  this  river  between  Scottsville  and  Lynchburg, 
make  their  appearance  in  the  coanties  further  south  to  the  north- 
west of  this  formation,  at  the  distance  of  several  miles  from  its  near- 
est boundary.  80  long  as  any  of  these  limestone  beds  are  found  ex- 
tending along  its  eastern  verge,  limestone  pebbles  are  to  be  met  with 
in  the  conglomerates,  and  even  where  these  beds  have  thinned  away 
to  an  insignificant  layer,  such  fragments  occasionally  present  them- 
selves. Moreover,  the  resemblance  qf  these  pebbles  to  the  calca- 
reous rocks  from  which  they  are  supposed  to  have  been  derived, 
affords  a  striking  confirmation  of  this  view  of  their  origin,  and  thus 
also  furnishes  a  strong  argument  in  favour  of  the  inference  of  my 
brother  in  regard  to  the  direction  in  which  the  materials  generally 
of  this  formation  were  transported.  These  facts  considered,  it 
would  seem  reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  non-existence  of  lime- 
stone in  tlie  region  lying  to  the  southeast  has  been  the  cause  of  the 
almost  entire  absence  of  calcareous  matter  in  the  southern  portion 
of  the  formation  in  Virginia,  and  that  in  its  prolongation  south,  this 
ingredient  is  not  to  be  looked  for  unless  where  bands  of  limestone, 
having  the  required  position,  are  presented. 

Chapteb  2. 

Boundaries  of  the  Middle  Secondary  Formation  in  the 
Southern  District, 

In  proceeding  briefiy  to  describe  the  limits  of  the  formation  as 
developed  in  this  portion  of  the  state,  I  would  premise  that  the  sur- 
face covered  by  it  is  not  in  the  form  of  one  continuous  belt,  although 
probably  sncii  was  the  case  when  the  strata  were  first  deposited, 
but  consists  chiefly  of  ttco  oblong  tracts^  the  one  extending  from  the 
state  line  near  the  southeast  corner  of  Henry  county,  witn  an  inter- 
mission of  some  miles  near  the  line,  to  a  point  a  little  below  the 
mouth  of  Rattlesnake  creek  in  Campbell  county,  thus  covering  the 
southeast  angle  of  Henry  county,  passing  entirely  across  Pittsylva- 
nia, and  more  than  half  way  across  Campbell,  and  in  its  course  en- 
croaching a  little  on  the  NW.  angle  of  Halifax  county;  the  other 
lying  eastward  of  the  prolongation  of  the  former,  traversing  the 
northern  part  of  Prince  Edward  county  from  a  point  about  four  and 
a  half  miles  SSW.  of  the  courthouse  to  the  Buffalo  river  above 
Farmville,  but  broken  in  this  distance  by  a  wide  interval  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  King^s  tavern,  thence  ranging  through  the  south- 
west comer  of  Cumberland,  and  at  the  same  time  spreading  over 
into  Buckingham  county,  skirting  Willises  river  in  the  former,  and 
terminating  at  a  point  about  two  miles  north  of  Ca  Ira. 

A  little  northwest  of  the  direction  of  the  former  of  these  tracts, 
supposing  it  to  be  prolonged,  the  formation  again  appears  about  a 
mile  below  Warminster  on  the  James  river,  thence  extending  with 
an  increasing  breadth  and  a  direction  bending  around  more  towards 
the  east  along  the  northeast  comer  of  Nelson,  covering  a  small  strip 
on  the  south  side  of  the  James  river,  and  its  great  bend,  in  Bucking- 
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bam  connty,  and  passing  through  the  adjoining  comer  of  Albemarle, 
whence  it  continues  into  Flnvanna,  where,  within  a  abort  distance 
of  the  line,  it  terminates.  The  northeastern  portion  of  this  tract, 
or  that  Ijing  in  Fluvanna  county,  as  well  as  part  of  the  adjacent  re> 
gion  covered  by  the  same  formation  in  Albemarle,  not  having  jet 
been  traced  with  sufficient  minuteness  for  defining  their  limits,  will 
be  omitted  in  the  following  details. 

TVact  of  the  Middle  Secondary  lying  in  Pittsylvania,  Halifax  and 
Campbell  Counties, 

Measured  from  the  state  line  to  its  termination  in  Campbell 
county,  omitting  the  hiatus  between  the  villages  of  Cascade  and 
Bachelor's  Hall,  the  length  of  this  tract  is  about  sixty-two  miles. 
At  its  widest  part,  near  Riceville  in  Pittsylvania,  its  breadth  is 
rather  more  than  six  miles,  but  this  does  not  continue  long  in  either 
direction.  Its  average  breadth  may  be  estimated  as  about  four 
and  a  half  miles.  This  therefore  would  make  its  area  about  two 
hundred  and  eighty  square  miles. 

Beginning  at  the  state  hue,  the  boundary  of  that  portion  of  the 
tract  south  of  the  interruption  before  spoken  of,  which  portion  is 
in  fact  but  a  continuation  of  the  formation  which  in  North  Carolina 
follows  the  course  of  the  Dan  river,  passing  through  Leal^esville, 
Bawratown,  &c.,  may  be  traced  by  a  line  drawn  about  a  mile  east 
of  Cascade  creek  and  nearly  parallel  to  it,  passing  through  a  point 
a  little  east  of  the  village  of  Cascade,  thence  turning  westwardly  so 
as  to  cross  the  creek  about  five  miles  from  the  state  line,  and  sweep- 
ing around  to  a  southwestern  direction,  intersecting  Smith's  river 
near  the  same  lino. 

Between  the  termination  of  this  area  on  the  NE.,  and  the  re- 
appearance of  the  formation  at  the  SW.  extremity  of  the  "White 
Oak  mountain,  is  a  space  of  about  three  and  a  half  miles  in  width, 
in  which  only  primary  rocks  are  to  be  seen,  though  circumstances 
strongly  indicate  that  the  strata  of  the  middle  secondary  once  ex- 
tendi continuously  across  it,  and  have  been  removed  by  the  violent 
denuding  power  of  one  of  those  currents,  by  which  at  various  points 
the  formation  appears  in  former  times  to  have  been  deeply  lacer- 
ated or  swept  away. 

Northeast  of  this  interval,  in  the  formation,  its  limits  are  marked 
out  by  a  line  drawn  entirely  around  it  in  such  manner  as  to  have 
the  directions  and  pass  through  the  points  enumerated  below. 

From  a  point  about  one  and  a  fourth  mile  to  the  north  of  Bache- 
lor's Hall,  where  the  line  is  supposed  to  commence  its  course,  it  is  for 
some  distance  westward,  then  inflected  in  passing  around  the  end 
of  White  Oak  mountain,  so  as  to  form  a  curve,  maintaining  a  nearly 
uniform  distance  (one  mile)  from  the  road  leading  to  Dallas's  bridge. 
Taking  now  a  nearly  stnught  course  as  far  as  Bannister  river,  it 
stretches  along  the  northwest  flank  of  the  mountain  about  one  mile 
east  of  Fitzgerald's  and  of  Chestnut's  store,  crossing  the  river  about  ^ 
the  same  distance  below  the  mouth  of  White  Oak  creek.    From  this  * 
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▼ioinity  it  assames  a  more  northerly  direotioD,  crossing  Oherrj 
Stone  creek  abont  two  and  a  half  miles  above  its  month,  passing  on 
the  east  within  two  miles  of  Pittsylvania  conrthoase,  (Competition 
on  the  map,)  then  about  one  mile  east  of  the  White  Thorn  tavern, 
where  it  crosses  White  Thorn  creek,  and  thence  turning  still  more 
to  the  north  to  the  main  road  at  George^s  creek,  and  after  this  with 
a  sudden  eastern  bend  to  Chalk  Level.  Recovering  its  original 
direction  by  a  quick  bend,  after  leaving  this  point  it  crosses  Staun- 
ton river  a  short  distance  above  the  upper  end  of  Long  Island, 
passes  near  the  mill  on  Molly's  creek,  intersects  the  road  leading 
from  Campbell  courthouse  to  Reid's  bridge  on  Falling  creek,  about 
one  and  a  naif  miles  from  the  bridge,  and  with  a  very  gentle  curve 
reaches  the  northeastern  extremity  of  the  tract  near  the  mouth  of 
Rattlesnake  creek  on  the  same  river. 

Turning  now  to  the  south  to  form  the  boundary  on  the  south- 
east, this  line  soon  assumes  a  direction  but  slightly  diverging  from 
its  course  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  tract,  passes  miles  west  of 
Nowlan's,  thence  in  a  nearly  straight  course  across  Staunton  river 
about  half  a  mile  below  Fanners  bridge,  thence  with  some  gentle 
flexures  to  a  point  to  the  west  and  within  a  half  a  mile  of  Riceville. 
From  this  point  it  bends  gently  around  more  towards  the  west,  so 
as  to  diminish  the  width  of  this  portion  of  the  tract  intersecting  the 
road  leading  from  Danville  through  Pleasant  gap  in  the  White  Oak 
mountain,  at  the  distance  of  about  five  and  a  half  miles  from  Dan- 
ville, and  after  a  southeastern  turn,  which  brings  it  within  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  Dan  river,  sweeps  around  with  rapid  curve 
to  the  point  a  little  north  of  Bachelor^s  Hall,  where  it  commenced. 

Tract  of  the  Middle  Secondary  lying  in  Prince  Edward^  Cumber- 
land and  Buckingham  Counties. 

As  already  mentioned,  this  area  is  interrupted  by  a  wide  interval 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  King's  tavern,  extendiug  for  a  distance  of 
about  two  miles,  measured  in  a  north  and  south  direction  by  a  line 
passing  through  King's,  the  space  thus  bare  of  the  middle  second- 
ary strata  being  occupied  by  Mica  slate.  Gneiss,  Granite,  Sienite 
and  other  rocks,  altogether  of  a  primary  character. 

A  short  distance  south  of  the  courthouse  we  come  upon  the 
northern  margin  of  these  strata,  forming  part  of  the  boundary  of  a 
small  oval  patch  whose  greatest  length,  from  N£.  to  SW.,  is  not 
quite  two  miles.  This  on  the  east  is  marked  by  the  course  of  the 
Briery  river,  which  flows  along  and  sometimes  a  little  within  its 
margin.    On  the  west  it  extends  to  within  from  a  half  to  three 

Quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  main  road  from  Charlotte  courthouse  to 
armville,  having  for  its  greatest  breadth  a  line  of  about  a  mile  in 
length,  passing  through  a  point  known  as  Flournoy's  coal  pit. 

The  main  tract  of  the  formation  in  this  part  of  the  state,  com- 
mencing about  half  a  mile  north  of  King's,  is  bounded  on  the  west, 
as  far  as  BuAbIo  river,  by  the  road  leading  in  a  N£.  direction  from 
Hampden  Sidney  coUq^e  to  that  stream,  and  on  the  east  by  a  line 
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nearly  parallel  to  Buffalo  creek,  and  distant  from  it  abont  half  a 
mile,  terminating  at  the  Appomattox  river  on  the  edge  of  Farm- 
▼ille.  In  the  wedge  shaped  area  between  the  Appomattox  and 
Buffalo  riyers,  the  strata  of  the  middle  secondary  have  been  nearly 
all  removed  or  covered  by  allavial  material,  but  north  of  the  former 
stream  they  are  again  exposed  for  a  distance  of  abont  one  and  a 
half  miles,  extending  from  a  point  npon  the  Bizarre  estate  abont  half 
a  mile  above  Farmville,  up  the  river  to  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  the  point  marked  on  the  map  as  Bandy  Ford  bridge.  The 
tract  north  of  the  river  has  for  its  eastern  boundary  a  line  running 
nearly  due  north  from  the  point  on  the  Bizarre  estate  already  re- 
ferred to,  passing  a  little  west  of  the  intersection  of  the  Clover 
Forest  road  and  that  leading  from  the  turnpike  in  a  western  direc- 
tion to  Dry  creek,  and  crossing  the  former  abont  a  mile  from  the 
intersection  just  mentioned,  then  turning  towards  the  east  and  run- 
ning again  northwards  from  a  point  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
west  of  Raine*s  tavern  in  Oumberland,  to  near  the  ioterseotion  of 
Little  and  Great  Willis's  rivers,  whence,  with  a  nearly  NE.  course, 
it  extends  west  of  Oa  Ira  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  crosses  Rainess 
creek  near  its  month  and  reaches  the  northern  extremity  of  the  tract 
abont  midway  between  Rainess  and  Buffalo  creeks. 

From  this  point  the  line  in  question  turns  rapidly  through  a  NW. 
to  a  SW.  direction,  crossing  the  Ga  Ira  road  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  Ga  Ira,  intersecting  Great  Willis's  river  about  a  mila  east  of 
Knrdsville  in  Buckingham  county,  passing  immediately  east  of  Mrs. 
HendricVs,  and  thence  taking  a  nearly  due  south  direction  to  the 
point  below  Sandy  Ford  bridge  before  mentioned. 

The  entire  length  of  this  irregular  tract,  from  the  most  southern 
exposure  of  the  strata  in  Prince  Edward,  to  the  most  northern  in 
Cumberland  county,  may  be  stated  at  twenty-two  miles.  Its  greatest 
breadth,  to  wit :  in  the  parallel  of  Kurdsville,  is  about  four  miles, 
and  its  average  width  approximately  one  and  a  half  miles,  making 
an  area  of  about  thirty  square  miles. 

From  these  details  in  regard  to  the  boundaries  of  the  tracts  in 
question,  it  is  believed  that  by  a  carelnl  reference  to  the  state  map, 
an  accurate  picture  may  be  formed  of  their  geographical  position  and 
extent,  and  I  would  respectfully  recommend  to  such  as  are  interested 
in  the  subject,  to  read  the  above  details,  pencil  in  hand,  so  as  to 
trace  upon  the  map  the  limits  thus  marked  out 

Chapter  8. 

Characten  and  Contents  of  the  Middle  Secondary  Strata  in  the 
Tracts  ahote  described. 

Of  the  structure  and  composition  of  the  rocks  of  this  formation, 
as  found  in  other  parts  of  the  state,  and  in  other  states,  a  general 
account  has  already  been  given,  in  the  course  of  which  also  particu- 
lar reference  has  been  made  to  the  chief  peculiarity  presented  in  the 
strata  as  developed  in  the  tracts  now  unaer  consideration. 
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For  the  more  particular  illustration  of  their  character  and  con- 
tents, it  will  be  sufficient  for  the  present  to  select  a  few  facts  from 
the  large  body  of  details  collected. 

Commencing  with  that  portion  of  the  formation  lying  near  the 
state  line,  and  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  village  of  Cascade,  the 
prevailing  rocks  met  with  in  crossing  the  tract  are  dark  red,  yellow- 
ish, and  grey  sandstones,  and  blackish  slates,  with  but  little  rock 
coarse  enough  to  be  called  a  conglomerate. 

The  following  details  of  a  section  from  Cascade  due  west  across 
the  formation  include  the  principal  strata  here  met  with : 

1.  A  short  distance  east  of  the  village,  on  a  small  run,  occurs  a 
bluish  slaty  sandstone,  immediately  adjacent  to  which,  on  the  east^ 
are  heavy  beds  of  coarse  Granite. 

2.  Next  we  find  a  dark  sandstone  alternating  with  a  dark  com- 
pact slate,  slightly  calcareous. 

8.  Next  deep  red  sandstone,  very  slightly  calcareous. 

4.  Next  a  dark  bluish  brown  slate,  with  layers  of  argillaceous 
sandstone,  somewhat  similar  in  hue. 

5.  Next  fine  red  sandstone,  argillaceous,  and  slightly  micaceous, 
followed  by  a  coarse  red  sandstone. 

6.  Next  yellow  slaty  sandstone  followed  by  soft  red  argillaceous 
sandstone  of  a  fine  grain,  to  which  succeed  the  primary  rooks  bound- 
ing the  formation  on  the  west 

In  the  prolongation  of  these  rocks  in  a  southwestern  direction 
into  North  Carolma,  heavy  beds  of  blackish  soft  slate  or  shale  make 
their  appearance,  and  are  well  exposed  at  the  bridge  over  the  Dan 
river  just  above  the  mouth  of  Smithes  river.  These  shaly  strata  con- 
tain indistinct  impressions  of  vegetables,  and  very  perfect  casts  of  a 
delicate  bivalve  shell,  and  are  underlaid  by  several  layers  of  hard 
slaty  rock  which  is  somewhat  calcareous. 

The  dark  colour  and  rather  carbonaceous  character  of  these 
shales  has  given  rise  to  the  opinion  that  they  contain  a  valuable 
seam  of  coal,  for  the  exploration  of  which  operations  have,  it  is  un- 
derstood, been  actually  commenced.  At  Linsey's,  three  miles  above 
Leakesville,  in  shales  of  the  same  character,  which  are  here  observed 
frequently  to  alternate  with  red  and  grey  sandstones,  two  shafts 
have  been  sunk  in  search  of  coal,  and  a  small  seam  of  dark  carbon- 
aceous matter  has  been  explored,  consisting  of  alternating  layers  of 
coal  and  slate,  the  aggregate  thickness  of  the  former  probably  not 
exceeding  one  foot.  It  is  a  non-bituminous  coal,  generally  compact 
and  lustrous,  and  bearing  a  striking  resemblance  to  a  very  common 
variety  of  the  Pennsylvania  anthracite.  Its  composition  in  the  100 
grains  is  as  follows : 

Carbon, 83.12 

Volatile  matter, 7.76 

Ash, 9.12 

As  from  the  partial  success  that  has  attended  the  explorations  in 
the  vicinity  here  referred  to,  some  incentive  might  seem  to  be  justly 
furnished  for  undertaking  similar  enterprises  in  parts  of  the  same  for- 
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mation  within  the  limits  of  Virginia,  it  was  thought  proper  to  direct 
particnlar  attention  to  the  above  localities,  notwithstanding  they  lie 
beyond  the  geographical  boandaries  of  the  state.  I  may  therefore 
mention  as  the  result  of  these  enquiries,  that  from  the  facts  observed, 
no  reasonable  hope  can  be  deduced  of  finding  either  at  the  points  re- 
ferred to,  or  in  the  neighbouring  portions  of  the  formation  in  Vir- 
ginia, any  seam  of  soflicient  thickness  and  extent  to  prove  of  real 
economical  importance.  The  existence  of  carbonaceous  layers  con- 
taining small  portions  of  coal,  sometimes  of  great  purity,  at  various 
points  in  the  range  of  this  formation,  far  from  being  improbable,  is 
what  might  natarally  be  expected  from  the  views  slready  stated  as 
to  the  origin  of  the  materials  composing  the  middle  secondary  strata 
in  general.  But  looking  to  the  fact  already  stated,  that  the  rocks  in 
question  beloug  undoubtedly  to  a  later  epoch  than  that  of  the  great 
coal  formation  of  this  and  other  countries,  an  epoch  marked  by  the 
deposition  of  strata  distinguished  for  their  barrenness  of  vegetable  as 
well  as  animal  remains,  no  encouragement  to  expensive  enterprises 
of  research  can  be  derived  from  these  merely  local,  and  as  it  were, 
accidental  accumulations  of  vegetable  matter. 

Remarks  similar  in  purport  to  the  above,  published  in  my  annual 
report  some  years  ago,  were  suggested  by  a  mere  cursory  examination 
of  the  formation  as  disclosed  in  Fauquier,  Prince  William  and  Cul- 
peper,  though  at  the  time  but  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  geolog- 
ical character  of  this  formation  had  been  attained. 

The  examinations  since  made  in  various  parts  of  the  middle 
secondary  tracts  in  Virginia,  as  well  as  those  of  my  brother  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  Jersey,  have  only  served  to  establish  the  truth  of 
the  opinion  early  formed  as  to  their  non-productiveness  in  coal  to  any 
valuable  amount.  It  is  therefore  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that 
the  same  views  are  to  be  applied  in  regard  to  the  indications  of  coal, 
and  the  thin  seams  of  coal  and  carbonaceous  matter  met  with  at  some 
places  in  the  middle  secondary  strata  of  Cumberland  and  Prince  fid- 
ward  counties,  to  which  particular  reference  will  hereafter  be  made. 

Recurring  to  the  strata  of  the  southern  tract,  and  pursuing  them 
north  of  the  hiatus  formerly  noticed,  we  find  them  largely  composed 
of  dark  and  light  grey  sandstones,  which  with  an  intermixture  of 
red  slates  and  sandstones,  constitute  a  considerable  ridge  called 
White  Oak  mountain.  These  rocks,  spreading  to  some  distance  from 
the  flanks  of  the  mountain  on  both  sides,  and  forming  a  glady  and 
sandy  region,  are  sometimes  coarsely  conglomeritic,  a  feature  here  as 
well  as  generally  throughout  the  formation,  most  conspicuously  dis- 
played along  its  western  verge.  Of  this,  an  interesting  example  is 
seen  where  the  Dry  fork,  one  of  the  branches  of  White  Oak  creek, 
is  crossed  by  the  road.  The  conglomerate  at  this  point  consists  of 
large  fragments  of  Granite,  Gneiss  and  Quartz.  At  George^s  creek, 
near  Chalk  Level,  this  rock  presents  the  curious  character  of  a  soft 
red  sandstone  variegated  with  yellow  and  white,  in  which  are  em- 
bedded, as  in  a  paste,  large  rolled  masses  and  pebbles  of  light  red 
Granite,  flesh  coloured  Felspar,  Talcose  Granite,  Gneiss,  and  red, 
white  and  blue  Quartz. 
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Where  the  formation  attains  its  greatest  breadth,  which  is  nearly 
in  the  line  Joining  Chalk  Level  and  Riceville,  the  following  rooks 
are  met  with : 

1.  Commencing  a  little  west  of  Riceville  in  descending  ,the  hill 
towards  Bannister  river,  where  the  contact  of  the  primary  rocks 
with  the  middle  secondary  is  beautifully  displayed,  the  last  of  the 
formation  is  a  greenish  argillaceous  slate,  dipping  very  steeply  to 
the  southeast. 

2.  A  little  lower  in  the  hill,  and  resting  on  the  edges  of  this  slate, 
we  see  the  beds  of  sandstone  and  red  shale  containing  embedded 
fragments  of  Granite  and  other  primary  materials,  dipping  at  a  high 
angle  to  the  northwest. 

8.  These  continne  until  we  come  to  strata  of  red  shales  and  sand- 
stone  of  finer  texture  in  the  valley  of  the  river. 

4.  We  then  have  red  and  grey  and  bluish  sandstones,  the  two 
former  containing  fragments  of  Felspar.  These  continne  alternat- 
ing with  little  variation  to  near  Chalk  Level,  where  the  primary 
rocks  again  recur. 

Crossing  the  tract  near  its  northern  extremity  in  the  direction  of 
the  road  by  Reid^s  bridge  to  Charlotte  C.  H.,  we  meet  with  the  fol- 
lowing strata : 

1.  On  the  western  side,  red  and  grey  sandstone  and  conglomer- 
ate, the  first  predominating,  the  last  forming  irregular  masses,  con- 
sisting of  large  pebbles  of  Quartz,  Mica  slate.  Granite,  ^o. 

2.  Red  shale  and  fine  grained  red  sandstone. 

Throughout  all  this  tract,  as  formerly  indicated,  the  dip  of  the 
strata  is  to  tlie  NW.,  the  angle  of  inclination  varying  from  point 
to  point,  being  as  much  as  40^  at  the  White  Oak  mountain,  80**  at 
Mt.  Airy,  40®  at  Pannil^s  mill,  and  in  general  lying  between  20* 
and40^ 

The  rocks  of  the  middle  secondary  tracts  of  Prince  Edward, 
Cumberland  and  Buckingham  counties,  are  for  the  most  part  identi- 
cal in  character  and  contents  with  those  of  the  more  southern  tract 
just  illustrated,  the  chief  points  of  difference  between  them  being 
the  greater  prevalence  in  the  former  of  greyish  sandstones  and  car- 
bonaceous shales,  containing  impressions  of  shells  and  vegetables. 

The  following  are  the  principal  strata  presented  in  crossing  the 
tract  nortli  of  the  Appomattox  river  in  a  direction  from  Rainess 
tavern  (Cumberland)  towards  Enrdsville : 

1.  Within  one  and  a  quarter  mile  of  the  tavern,  we  come  upon 
the  margin  of  the  middle  secondarj  rocks,  here  consisting  chiefly 
of  soft  grey  sandstone  with  some  vegetable  impressions,  and  a  thin 
seam  of  impure  carbonaceous  matter  exposed  on  the  farm  of  William 
8.  Walton. 

2.  Red  and  green  shales  and  sandstones,  hard  and  soft,  appear- 
ing on  the  road  in  ledges  for  a  distance  of  nearly  two  miles. 

8.  Yellowish  and  brown  soft  sandstones,  and  near  Cook^s  mill  a 
ledge  of  bluish  slaty  sandstone,  containing  a  spiral  univalve  shell 
and  the  rhombic  fish  scale. 

4.  Yellowish  and  reddish  shales  and  sandstones. 
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6.  On  the  western  margin  of  the  formation  nearly  opposite  Mrs. 
Hendrick*8  dwelling,  an  extremely  coarse  conglomerate. 

The  conglomerate  here  referred  to,  which  also  makes  its  appear- 
ance one  and  a  half  miles  west  of  Lackland^s  tavem  on  Mr.  Hairison^s 
farm,  and  at  other  points  in  the  same  line,  consists  of  large  nearly 
angular  fragments  and  large  pehhles  of  primary  rocks,  cemented  hy 
a  coarse  re4  shaly  paste.  At  Mrs.  Hendrick^s  the  emheddecl  masses 
are  chiefly  the  following:  Felspathic  Gneiss,  Homhlende  Slate, 
Epidote,  Granite,  Quartz,  and  Homhlende  Gneiss.  Among  which 
is  to  he  seen  a  nearly  prismatic  fragment  2  feet  long  hy  8  inches 
wide,  as  well  as  many  others  closely  approaching  it  in  size.  The 
hoge  dimensions  of  these  fragments,  esfiecially  at  the  latter  place, 
entitle  the  locality  to  rank  among  the  geological  cnriosities  of  the 
state,  and  will  not  fail  to  excite  the  admiration  of  the  observer  when 
viewed  as  commemorating  the  mighty  energy  of  tlie  moviDg  waters 
by  which  these  enormous  masses  were  torn  away  from  their  parent 
beds  and  transported  to  the  position  in  which  they  are  now  found. 

At  numerous  places  in  this  tract  the  shales  and  sandstones  pre- 
sent thin  seams  of  carbonaceous  matter,  bearing  much  resemblance 
to  the  dead  coal  often  seen  at  the  outcrop  of  a  true  coal  seam,  and 
at  some  points  a  small  amount  of  impure  bituminous  coal  has  been 
found.  The  nearest  approach  to  a  seam  of  valuable  extent  is  pre- 
sented on  the  land  of  Mr.  Flournoy,  situated  near  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  the  small  oval  patch  of  middle  secondary  lying  south  of 
Prince  Edward  0.  H.  Here  the  seam,  as  explored  by  a  small  shaft, 
is  associated  with  brownish  sandstones  and  shales,  and  is  said  to 
have  measured  nearly  two  feet  in  thickness. 

In  borings  at  Morton's  mill  and  on  the  Bizarre  estate,  the  former 
descending  to  the  depth  of  two  hundred,  the  latter  of  ninety  feet, 
similar  dark  shales  and  brownish  sandstones  were  encountered,  en- 
closing several  very  thin  seams  of  bituminous  coal.  At  the  former 
place  the  shales  are  impressed  with  the  rhombic  fish  scales,  and  the 
sands-tones  with  vegetable  stems  and  leaves,  and  these  rocks,  besides 
being  slightly  calcareous  throughout,  contain  thin  layers  of  impure 
limestone,  a  character,  as  formerly  noticed,  but  rarely  occurring  in 
the  southern  portions  of  our  middle  secondary. 

The  thin  seams  of  carbonaceous  matter  before  referred  to  are 
found  near  the  surface  at  col.  Wilson^s,  Mr.  Anderson's  and  Mr. 
"Walton's,  the  locality  before  noticed,  and  appear  to  be  of  very  com- 
mon occurrence.  Usually  the  material  of  tnese  seams  is  a  friable 
mixture  of  carbonaceous  and  earthy  matter,  seemingly  intermediate 
between  peat  and  coal,  but  in  some  places  it  has  the  character  of  a 
hard  bluish  black  mass  of  rather  porous  texture,  and  inclining  some- 
what to  a  columnar  structure,  bearing  a  strong  resemblance  to  a 
compact  mass  of  coke.  The  fact  hereafter  to  be  adverted  to  of  the 
very  frequent  occurrence  of  dykes  of  igneous  rock  in  this  portion  of 
the  middle  secondary  tract,  would  favour  the  opinion  that  the  mat- 
ter in  question  is  but  a  modified  form  of  the  ordinary  carbonaceous 
materia]  caused  by  the  high  temperature  of  these  rocks  at  the  time 
of  their  intrusion  among  the  middle  secondary  strata. 
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After  a  careful  examination  of  various  exposures  in  which  these 
thin  seams,  as  well  as  indications  of  coal  are  found  in  the  tract  in 
question,  it  maj  he  safely  stated  that  no  facts  have  been  naet  with 
to  warrant  a  more  favourable  opinion  of  the  extent  of  eoaJ  it  con- 
tains than  that  already  expressed  under  a  preceding  head,  and  as  on 
first  appearances  the  simulated  coal  seams  above  described  may 
prove  an  enticement  to  mining  adventures,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  discourage  ell  enterprises  of  uie  kind  as  little  likely  to  be  attended 
with  even  partial  success. 

Chapteb  4. 
Igneoiu  JBoehs  occurring;  in  the  Middls  Secondary  TracU. 

At  many  points  within  the  area  covered  by  the  sedimentary 
strata  of  this  formation,  we  meet  with  beds  of  a  hard,  ponderous, 
dark  coloured  rock,  remarkable  for  the  rounded  form  in  which  it 
spontaneously  separates  wheu  acted  upon  by  the  weather,  as  well 
as  for  the  peculiar  rusty  coating  and  concentric  structure  of  its  ex- 
terior produced  by  the  same  cause.  Tliese  beds,  or  rather  dykes, 
far  from  constituting  a  part  of  the  formation  in  which  they  occur, 
are  due  to  totally  different  and  for  the  most  part  later  agencies. 
They  are  in  fact  the  Trap  or  greenstone  rocks  of  the  geologist,  and 
are  igneous  products,  bearing  close  analogy  to  some  of  the  results 
of  volcanic  action.  Instead  of  lying  conformably  with  the  neigh- 
bouring strata,  and  therefore  in  the  tracts  of  which  I  am  now  treat- 
ing, dipping  to  the  northwest,  they  are  found  rising  through  the 
beds  of  shales  and  sandstones  that  enclose  them,  forming  in  some 
cases  a  distinct  ledge  or  wall,  and  thus  severing  completely  the 
connection  of  the  opposite  portions  of  the  same  bed.  The  strike  or 
range  too  of  these  dykes,  instead  of  being  nearly  NE.  and  SW.,  as 
is  generally  the  case  in  the  rocks  around,  pursues  a  course  nearly  at 
right  angle  with  that  direction,  being  for  the  most  part  about  NW. 
and  SE. 

It  would  thus  appear  that  subsequently  to  the  deposition  of  the 
middle  secondary  strata  through  which  they  penetrate,  these  igne- 
ous materials  have  been  forced  in  among  them  from  beneath,  filling, 
while  in  a  molten  state,  the  fissures  created  by  the  accompanying 
subterranean  movements,  and  not  unfroqnently  entering  between 
the  layers  of  sedimentary  rock,  or  pouring  out  and  overspreading 
them  at  the  top. 

As  might  bo  expected,  the  effects  of  intense  heat  are  often  strik- 
ingly exhibited  by  the  strata  adjacent  to  these  dykes,  and  as  many 
curious  examples  of  these  effects  are  to  be  met  with  in  our  middle 
secondary  region,  it  will  not  be  deemed  inappropriate  to  enumerate 
the  more  important  of  them  in  this  place.  They  may  be  thus  briefly 
described : 

1.  A  great  induration  of  the  sedimentary  material,  so  that  from 
a  sodt  shale  or  sandstone,  it  is  converted  into  a  hard  sonorous  mass, 
yielding  with  difficulty  to  the  hammer. 
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2.  A  greater  or  less  obliteration  by  a  partial  f  asion  of  the  sepa- 
rate oonstitaeDts  of  the  rock,  thus  incorporating  the  varions  parti- 
cles, and  even  fragments  of  considerable  size,  so  completely  as  to 
render  their  recognition  as  originally  distinct,  difficult  and  sometimes 
impossible. 

3.  A  marked  change  of  colour,  owing  to  the  chendcal  combina- 
tions induced. 

4.  llie  development  of  distinct  crystalline  matter,  sometimes 
sparsely,  sometimes  abundantly,  through  the  mass,  so  that  what  was 
formerly  a  mere  aggregate  of  red  sand  and  clay,  becomes  a  bluish 
or  greeniith  rock,  studded  with  beautifully  perifect  crystals,  pro- 
duced by  the  chemical  union  in  definite  proportions  of  certain  in- 
gredients of  the  shale  or  sandstone  originally  only  mingled  in  a 
loose  mechanical  way. 

Without  pausing  to  describe  the  various  instances  in  which  our 
middle  secondary  strata  evince  the  modifying  effects  of  adjacent 
igneous  rocks,  I  will  content  myself  with  dtiug  a  single  but  con- 
spicuous example. 

This  is  to  be  seen  on  the  James  river  a  little  above  Warren.  The 
middle  secondary,  whose  eastern  margin  crosses  the  river  from  the 
hill  below  the  ferry  house  to  a  point  a  short  distance  below  Warren 
is  here  composed  of  alternating  beds  of  red  shale  and  coarse  red 
conglomerate,  containing  rounded  fragments  of  Quartz,  Epidote, 
Hornblende  slate  and  other  primary  materials,  ranging  N.  50""  east, 
and  therefore  very  obliquely  to  the  stream,  the  harder  of  these  beds, 
the  conglomerate,  is  seen  crossing  it  in  numerous  parallel  ledges  for  a 
distance  of  several  miles,  thus  forming  what  is  called  Goldsby^s  falls. 
About  half  a  mile  above  the  ferry  house  on  the  Buckingham  side, 
the  igneous  rock  presents  itself  in  a  bold  hill,  and  is  seen  in  broken 
ledges  and  enormous  fragments  stretching  over  to  the  opposite  bank 
in  a  direction  nearly  perpendicular  to  that  of  the  otlier  rocks,  thus 
causing  its  appearancs  there  at  a  much  greater  distance  up  the 
stream.  It  is  a  very  hard  and  rather  coarse  grained  Trap,  of  a  dark 
grey  colour,  arising  from  the  mixture  of  a  nearly  black  Hornblende, 
with  a  small  proportion  of  Felspar.  Where  measured,  its  breadth 
is  about  200  yards,  but  evidently  diminishing  as  it  extends  north- 
west. 

The  shales  and  sandstones  adjacent  to  this  dyke  on  both  sides  of 
the  river  present  various  degrees  of  alteration,  evidently  depending 
upon  the  more  or  less  refractory  nature  of  their  materials  and  their 
relative  proximity  to  the  dyke.  On  the  sides  of  the  hill,  and  there- 
fore almost  in  contact  with  the  trap,  their  metamorphosis  is  so  com- 
plete, that  nothing  short  of  the  actual  tracing  of  the  gradually  in- 
creasing change  of  structure,  would  justify  the  conviction  that  they 
are  but  modified  conditions  of  the  loose  sedimentary  rocks  found 
at  a  little  distance  on  either  side.  Mnsses  of  Epidotic  rock,  con- 
sisting of  a  hard  bluish  grey  matrix  with  kernels  of  bright  green 
crystalline  Epidote,  a  similar  rock  in  which  the  crystalline  material 
is  less  fully  developed,  conglomerates  in  which  the  pebbles  seem  to 
have  been  almost  melted  together,  red  shales  converted  into  a  pur- 
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pie  rock  profusely  spotted  with  white  kernels  of  crystalline  matter, 
so  tough  and  hard  as  scarcely  to  admit  of  heing  hroken,  are  among 
the  materials  met  with  at  this  point,  evincing  the  influence  of  the 
dyke.  Indeed  so  entirely  changed  are  many  of  these  rocks  that  no 
trace  of  their  sedimentary  origin  is  retained,  and  judged  of  by  hard 
specimens  they  would  be  pronounced  to  belong  to  the  class  of  pri> 
mary  rocks  of  undoubted  igneous  production,  while  in  fact,  to  use 
a  new  term  expressive  of  the  conversion  wliich  they  exemplify, 
they  have  only  been  primarized  by  the  vast  mass  of  igneous  matter 
intruded  among  them. 

The  following  descriptive  list  of  specimens  of  these  altered  rocks 
will  appropriately  close  the  remarks  upon  this  subject : 

1.  Fine  grained  red  sandstone,  indurated  with  kernels  of  a  white 
mineral. 

2.  Purple  rock,  of  great  hardness,  with  crystalline  specks.    An 
altered  shale. 

3.  Red  sandstone  much  indurated  with  some  Epidote. 

4.  Red  sandstone  with  much  Epidote. 

5.  Coarse  sandstone  much  altered,  apparently  by  a  partial  fusion, 
very  hard. 

6.  Altered  sandstone,  with  kernels  of  Epidote  and  micaceous 
iron  in  small  scales. 

7.  Altered  sandstone  consisting  of  grains  of  Quartz  dispersed 
through  Epidote. 


SECTION    V. 

OPERATIONS  OF  THE  SURVEY  jy  THE  GREAT  WESTERN  COAL  RE- 

GION. 

Chapteb  1. 
General  Sketch  of  the  Structure  and  principal  Hoeh  of  the  Begum. 

In  conformity  with  the  plan  proposed  in  the  beginning  of  the 
present  report,  the  regions  next  claiming  attention  are, 

First.  The  cofd  basins  situated  between  the  Front  Ridge  of  the 
Alleghany  in  Hampshire  and  Hardy  counties,  and  the  ridge  called 
Laurel  Hill  in  Monongalia  county. 

Second,  The  wide  tract  lying  west  of  Laurel  HUl  and  its  pro- 
longation south,  and  the  Ohio  river,  and 

Third,  The  district  watered  by  the  Great  Kanawha  and  its 
tributaries,  extending  from  the  irregular  eastern  escarpment  of  the 
formations  associated  with  the  coal,  as  far  west  as  the  Ohio. 

Of  the  first  of  these  regions  I  propose  presenting  a  somewhat 
detailed  description,  but  of  the  two  others  it  would  be  premature, 
in  the  present  stage  of  our  investigations,  to  attempt  any  systematic 
account,  and  in  regard  to  these  therefore  I  shall  do  little  more  than 
give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  progress  of  our  investigations,  and  present 
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some  important  local  illustrations  adapted  to  shew  the  natnro  and 
bearing  of  certain  interesting  results  already  attained. 

As  the  widely  extended  surface  of  these  regions,  and  indeed  of 
the  whole  of  that  portion  of  tlie  state  lying  west  and  north  of  the 
eastern  escarpment  of  the  rocks  immediately  associated  with  the 
coal,  comprises  groups  of  strata,  for  the  most  part  superior  in  geo- 
logical position  to  the  highest  member  of  the  Appalachian  series 
described  in  my  two  last  reports  under  the  title  of  formation  XI., 
it  will  be  usefnl,  before  entering  into  particulars  as  regards  the  geo- 
logical features  of  any  portion  of  the  wide  region  under  considera- 
tion, to  describe,  in  a  general  way,  the  principal  groups  of  strata  by 
which  it  is  overspread,  as  well  as  the  more  prominent  facts  relating 
to  its  structure,  developed  in  the  prolonged  axes,  occupying  a  large 
portion  of  its  surface. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  descriptions  given  in  former  reports  of  tlie 
numerous,  successive  and  generally  abrupt  undulations  exhibited  by 
the  strata  in  almost  every  part  of  our  Appalachian  region,  and  the 
prolonged  lines  of  parallel  anticlinal  and  synclinal  mountains  and 
valleys,  thus  disposed  in  alternating  arrangement  upon  its  surface, 
we  are  not  surprised  at  finding  similar  variations  in  the  positions  of 
the  strata  continued  for  some  distance  beyond  tlie  margin  of  the 
region  in  which  the  higher  and  more  western  groups  of  rocks  appear. 

These  anticlinal  axes  met  with  in  our  great  western  coal  region, 
preserving  a  parallel  direction  with  those  of  the  Appalachian  belt, 
ffive  rise  to  ranges  of  mountains  less  elevated  above  the  general 
level  of  the  surrounding  region,  and  broader  and  less  abrupt  in  their 
declivity  than  the  ridges  formed  by  the  more  steeply  inclined  strata 
of  the  Appalachian  portion  of  the  state.  Yet,  as  might  naturally 
be  anticipated,  along  the  summit  of  these  broad  mountains,  the 
mantle  of  rocks  appertaining  to  the  coal  formation,  once  evidently 
continuous  in  its  extension  over  the  inferior  strata,  has  been  more 
or  less  removed ;  and  thus  over  their  undulating  tops  and  in  tlieir 
profound  ravines  and  river  gorges,  the  upper  groups  of  strata  be- 
longing to  the  Appalachian  series,  are  not  unfrequently  deeply  and 
extensively  exposed.  The  destructive  rush  of  waters>,  whose  de- 
nuding power  is  so  clearly  attested  by  the  removed  summits  and 
gashed  sides  of  so  many  of  these  broad  ridges  would  seem,  after 
tearing  away  the  stouter  materials  above,  to  have  met  with  far  less 
resistance  from  the  soft  shales  and  sandstones,  forming  the  interior 
mass.  Hence  would  appear  to  have  originated  the  deep  valleys  and 
abrupt  hills  bywhioh  the  space  included  between  the  flanks  of  these 
ridges  is  so  generally  characterized,  and  hence  the  deeply  scooped 
channels  of  those  streams,  which  are  permitted,  not  merely  to  pass 
through,  but  to  meander  for  great  distances  along  the  central  line 
of  the  axis  and  in  the  very  heart  of  the  mountain,  whose  interior 
structure  they  thus  contribute  to  disclose. 

Of  the  topographical  and  geological  features  here  described,  nu- 
merous exemplifications  are  met  with  in  that  portion  of  the  great 
western  coal  region  nearest  to  the  western  margin  of  the  Appala^ 
chian  belt,  more  especially  towards  the  northern  limits  of  the  state. 
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while  over  the  wide  districts  lying  still  farther  west,  the  few  low 
undulatioDs  which  occur,  ultimately  become  lost  in  the  gentle  and 
almost  imperceptible  inclination  of  the  strata  towards  the  valley  of 
the  Ohio.  Hence  throughout  this  more  western  portion  of  the  area 
occupied  by  the  strata  appertaining  to  the  coal,  even  the  uppermost 
of  the  Appalachian  rocks  is  no  longer  to  be  met  with  any  where 
upon  the  surface  or  in  the  deepest  natural  or  artificial  exposures 
that  exist.  The  rocks  belonging  to  the  principal  coal  measures,  in 
their  turn  also  become  buried  as  we  approach  the  Ohio  in  the  region 
of  Parkersburg  and  Point  Pleasant,  giving  place  upon  the  surface  to 
shales  and  slates  and  sandstones,  either  destitute  of  coal  or  contain-, 
ing  it  in  thin  and  variable  beds.  These  gently  sloping  strata  thus 
gradually  depressed,  again  rise  to  the  surface  as  we  proceed  still  fur- 
ther to  the  west,  thus  bringing  into  view,  over  a  wide  and  a£9uent 
belt  of  country  in  the  neighbouring  state  of  Ohio,  the  counterparts 
of  the  lost  coal  seams  and  their  associated  beds  of  sandstones,  slates, 
shales,  iron  ores  and  limestones  in  an  order  the  reverse  of  that  in 
which  they  had  been  seen  to  disappear  in  Virginia,  some  distance 
east  of  the  Ohio. 

As  necessary  to  the  general  picture  of  this  wide  spread  series  of 
rocks,  it  may  be  added  that  beyond  this  belt  of  productive  coal 
measures  in  Ohio,  as  we  descend  to  the  valley  of  the  Boioto,  we 
come  in  view  of  a  group  of  underlying  east-dipping  sandstones, 
slates  and  limestone,  corresponding  to  our  upper  Appalachian  forma- 
tions, so  that  comprehending  in  one  wide  view  the  whole  series  of 
strata,  comprising  and  lying  at  no  great  distance  beneath  the  coal 
rocks  of  this  wide  region,  and  leaving  out  of  consideration  the  un- 
dulations previously  alluded  to  as  occurring  towards  the  eastern 
margin  of  the  tract,  we  are  presented  with  the  imposing  scene  of  a 
tost  syndinal  trough  or  basin  spreading  from  the  eastern  escarpment 
of  the  coal  rooks  in  Virginia,  entirely  across  the  western  portion  of 
the  state  and  the  eastern  half  of  Ohio,  and  terminating  there  in  a 
similar  escarpment  in  which  the  rocks  are  seen  inclining  towards 
the  east  to  meet  their  counterparts  dipping  in  an  opposite  direction 
in  Virginia.  It  is  a  little  westwards  of  the  centre  or  lowest  line  of 
this  enormous  basin,  that  the  Ohio  river  pursues  its  course  for  most 
of  the  distance  in  which  it  forms  the  western  boundary  of  our  state. 
But  another  feature  is  yet  to  be  introduced  to  complete  the  general 
outline  of  this  interesting  region.  The  eastern  and  western  mar- 
gins of  this  basin,  though  nearly  parallel  about  midway  of  its  length, 
gradually  approach  each  other  as  they  extend  towards  the  north, 
and  thus  bending  round,  the  former  in  Pennsylvania,  the  latter  in 
Ohio,  at  length  actually  coalesce  and  form  the  head  or  northern  ter- 
mination of  the  trough.  As  a  result  of  this  configuration  it  will  at 
once  be  seen  that  along  this  northern  boundary  of  the  basin,  the 
coal  rocks  must  have  an  inclination  towards  the  south  or  in  the 
direction  of  the  length  of  the  vast  trough,  while  the  Appalachian 
strata  underlying  them  beneath  this  northern  escarpment  will  be 
seen  dipping  beneath  the  basin  in  a  corresponding  direction. 

Fortunately  for  the  resources  of  the  valnable  though  small  tract 
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inoloding  the  three  counties  lying  between  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio, 
this  northern  termination  of  the  trough  takes  place  at  no  great  dis- 
tance north  of  where  our  territory  begins.  So  that  the  Ohio  in  its 
course  along  the  western  margin  of  that  tract  intersects  the  south- 
erly dippiug  strata  in  a  direction  highly  favourable  for  the  develop- 
ment of  their  rich  mineral  contents,  and  exposes  along  the  Virginia 
as  well  as  the  Ohio  shore,  nearly  all  the  seams  of  coal,  and  beds  of 
limestone  and  other  valuable  materials,  required  to  complete  the 
series  of  strata  appertaining  to  the  vast  coal  basin  through  which  it 
flows. 

From  this  general  outline  of  the  great  western  cool  field  of  which 
Virginia  possesses  so  large  a  share,  it  will  at  once  be  seen,  that 
leaving  out  of  view  the  numerous  important  undulations  of  the 
strata  before  referred  to,  the  higher  rocks  in  the  series  present 
themselves  successively,  dipping  beneath  the  surface  as  we  recede 
from  the  margin  of  the  basin  towards  its  middle,  from  whatever 
point  of  this  margin  we  may  take  our  departure.  Each  stratum  of 
tJie  vast  series  of  the  coal  measures  may  in  truth  be  regarded  as  an 
immense  oblong  bowl  or  trough  whose  longer  diameter  has  a  direc- 
tion nearly  N£.  and  8W.,  terminating  at  the  northern  end,  near  the 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  line,  and  gradually  widening  in  a  somewhat 
oval  form  as  it  passes  through  Virginia  and  Ohio,  l^ear  its  widest 
part,  it  is  obvious,  the  Virginia  and  Ohio  portions  of  the  margin 
would  be  parallel  to  each  other  and  to  the  longer  diameter,  and 
would  therefore  have  a  direction  from  NE.  to  SW.,  but  in  the  prog- 
ress of  its  expansion,  all  the  directions  between  that  of  its  north- 
em  end  and  the  one  just  specified  would  successively  obtain ;  so 
that  following  it  along  the  eastern  margin,  we  should  have  it  SE. 
and  NW.,  8.  and  N.,  8W.  and  NE.,  and  perhaps  within  the  limits  of 
Virginia,  approaching  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  WSW.  and  ENE. 
"We  may  therefore  regard  a  series  of  such  bowls,  similar  in  form 
and  fitting  the  one  within  the  other,  as  giving  a  general  representa- 
tion of  the  stratification  of  the  entire  region  we  are  considering, 
neglecting  for  the  present  the  irregularities  occasioned  by  the  undu- 
lations in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  eastern  margin. 

Bearing  in  mind  this  inelegant  but  perhaps  not  useless  illustra- 
tion, it  will  at  once  appear  that  a  river  entering  the  margin  of  the 
basin  and  flowing  entirely  through  it,  will  penetrate  in  succession 
each  of  the  inner  bowl-shaped  strata  on  the  one  side,  and  then  pass- 
ing across  the  innermost,  and  therefore  the  uppermost  of  them  all. 
will  again  penetrate  the  same  beds,  but  in  an  inverted  order — ar.a 
if,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Ohio,  we  suppose  it  to  enter  near  one  of  the 
extremities  of  the  oblong  trough,  and  to  flow  nearly  along  but  a  lit- 
tle west  of  its  central  line,  we  shall  have  exposures  of  all  the  strata 
from  the  northern  margin  to  the  highest  bed  of  the  series,  those 
only  excepted,  which  forming  the  very  innermost  and  uppermost  of 
the  concentric  strata,  present  their  western  margins  to  the  east  of 
the  valley  of  the  river.  These,  as  is  really  the  fact,  would  be  found 
capping  the  hills  at  some  distance  eastward  of  the  river,  and  pre- 
senting both  their  eastern  and  western  margins  on  the  Virginia 
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side.  To  complete  the  application  of  this  rnde  analogy  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  great  trough  of  coal-bearing  strata  through  which  the 
Ohio  flows,  the  varying  developments  of  the  rocks  caused  by  its  fre- 
quent and  important  changes  of  direction,  claim  also  to  be  consid- 
ered. If  while  flowing  through  the  highest  or  innermost  of  the 
strata  accessible  in  its  general  course,  and  thus  pursuing  a  direction 
nearly  from  NE.  to  SW.,  it  should  be  diverted  from  this  line  so  as 
to  take  a  direction  towards  the  west  or  NW.,  it  is  obvious  that  this 
would  lead  it  away  from  the  inner  aud  higher  strata,  and  carry  it 
across  some  of  the  subjacent  beds,  while  a  change  in  the  opposite 
direction  would  convey  it  into  still  higher  strata  lying  to  the  east, 
and  if  continued  for  a  suffloient  distance,  might  carry  it  through 
them  to  pass  into  the  eastern  or  Virginia  sections  of  the  lower  strata. 
It  is  thus  that  the  river  in  that  part  of  its  course  extending  from 
near  the  NW.  corner  of  Tyler  county  to  the  bend  a  little  above 
Marietta,  flowing  nearly  in  the  centr^  line  of  the  trough,  exposes 
only  the  upper  strata,  but  bending  towards  the  N  W.  as  it  approaches 
Marietta,  it  displays  strata  a  little  lower,  and  thence  pursuing  a 
direction  nearly  parallel  with  that  firrtt  mentioned,  it  passes  Parkers- 
burg  in  a  line  several  miles  west  of  what  may  be  regarded  as  the 
axis  of  the  trough,  still  continuing  to  display  nearly  the  same  rocks 
as  are  met  with  at  Marietta,  until  by  another  and  more  important 
flexure  to  the  NW.  below  Letart's  falls,  it  plunges  more  deeply  still 
into  the  strata  west  of  the  middle  of  the  trough,  bringing  to  light 
in  a  position  sufficiently  elevated  above  the  river  to  be  productively 
mined,  the  important  coal  seam  wrought  on  the  Ohio  side,  and 
known  as  Pomeroy's  seam.  Oontinning  with  numerous  flexures  its 
general  soutli  western  course  as  far  as  Burlington,  and  keeping  very 
nearly  in  the  same  rocks,  the  conl  of  which  is  again  exposed  below 
Gallipolis,  it  bends  around  to  take  a  direction  bearing  it  across  the 
western  portion  of  the  basin,  after  which  traversing  in  succession 
lower  and  lower  strata  of  the  coal  measures,  and  presenting  a  noble 
development  of  rich  coal  seams  and  iron  ores  on  the  Ohio  and  Ken- 
tucky sides,  it  emerges  from  the  basin  near  Portsmouth  and  pursues 
its  way  through  the  Appalachian  strata  lying  to  the  west. 

I  have  thus,  at  the  risk  of  tediousness  and  repetition,  endeavoured 
in  a  familiar  manner  to  describe  the  general  features  of  our  great 
western  coal  region,  in  the  hope  that  the  more  important  relations 
of  its  strata  as  to  direction  and  position  may  be  clearly  conceived, 
and  that  thus  erroneous  views  as  regards  the  general  extension  of 
the  more  important  coal  seams  may  be  no  longer  entertained — and 
I  have  been  thus  minate  in  exemplifying  the  conficrnration  of  tUe 
strata  included  in  this  vast  basin,  and  the  various  modes  in  which 
they  are  exposed  by  the  noble  river  which  pursues  its  way  along 
and  through  them,  from  a  belief  that  some  general  plan  or  pattern 
elucidating  the  great  features  of  structure  thus  particularly  dwelt 
upon  would  aid  the  reader  in  comprehending  the  more  local  descrip- 
tions which  are  to  follow. 

As  an  important  preliminary  to  the  details  about  to  be  presented 
in  regard  to  the  structure  and  contents  of  a  portion  of  the  wide  area 
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above  referred  to,  I  now  proceed  to  give  a  brief  acconnt  of  the  more 
important  groups  of  strata  found  within  its  limits.  And  since,  as 
already  stated,  some  of  the  upper  portions  of  the  Appalachian  series 
are  repeatedly  brought  to  light  within  the  confines  of  this  region 
near  the  northern  border  of  the  state,  and  as  they  moreover  form 
the  basis  on  which  the  coal  rocks  are  seen  to  rest  along  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  eastern  margin  of  the  great  coal  field,  it  will  be  found 
useful  briefly  to  advert  to  the  peculiar  features  by  which  they  are 
distinguished  where  adjacent  to  the  coal  rocks  in  both  of  these 
positions. 

Formation  X, 

Of  the  various  axes  hereafter  to  be  described,  occurring  within 
the  eastern  margin  of  the  great  area  of  coal  rocks,  but  one  has  yet 
been  found  south  of  the  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  lines,  and  north 
of  the  deep  gorge-like  valley  of  the  Dry  fork  of  Cheat  river,  in  which 
the  formation  here  referred  to  has  been  sufficiently  elevated  to  be 
brought  distinctly  into  view,  while  in  both  of  the  states  just  men- 
tioned not  only  this  but  formations  IX.  and  YIII.  still  lower  in  the 
Appalachian  series,  are  developed  in  considerable  extent  by  the  ex- 
pansion of  some  of  the  Virginia  axes  as  they  are  prolonged  towards 
the  northeast.  Of  the  existence  of  the  formation  in  question,  in  the 
middle  and  southern  parts  of  Randolph  county,  no  opinion  can  as 
yet  be  formed,  as  our  explorations  in  the  northern  part  of  the  coal 
region  have  not  been  prolonged  to  any  great  distance  south  of  the 
fork  of  the  Cheat  river  before  mentioned,  which  traverses  the  county 
in  a  NW.  direction.  Along  this  stream,  which  flows  in  a  profound 
transverse  trench  across  several  axes  hereafter  to  be  described,  not 
only  this  but  the  two  subjacent  formations  IX.  and  YIII.  are  in  part 
exposed.  But  minute  examinations  still  further  to  the  southwest 
have  clearly  shown  that  in  none  of  the  axes  there  presented  has  this 
formation  been  elevated  to  the  surface.  Indeed,  throughout  this 
part  of  the  eastern  margin  of  the  coal  region,  the  undulations  are 
extremely  gentle  though  of  great  breadth,  and  merely  sufficient, 
where  aided  by  the  deep  trenching  or  denudation,  here  giving  tlie 
wildest  irregularity  to  the  outline  of  the  eastern  escarpment  of  the 
coal  rock,  to  bring  into  view  the  formation  lying  immediately 
beneath  (XL),  and  between  them  and  that  of  which  I  am  now 
speaking. 

Along  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Alleghany  iront  ridge  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  state,  and  its  contmuation  in  the  lofty  range 
separating  Pendleton  from  Randolph  county,  the  rocks  of  this  forma- 
tion may  be  seen  generally  about  midway  up  the  mountain.  They 
here  consist  of  coarse  white  and  reddish  sandstones,  often  contain- 
ing pebbles,  greenish  and  reddish  micaceous  sandstones  of  a  slabby 
structure,  and  conglomerates  consisting  of  white  pebbles  embedded 
in  a  dark  brown  or  a  greenish  paste.  At  many  points  the  coarser 
sandstones,  as  well  as  the  micaceous  fine  grained  rocks,  are  rich  in 
impressions  of  vegetable  stems  and  leaves,  usually  converted  into 
bituminous  coal,  and  in  some  places  within  these  limits  a  very  thin 
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seam  of  imptire  coal  is  interposed,  though  oontinned  onl j  for  a  short 
distance. 

In  Pocahontas  and  Greenhrier  counties  this  formation  thrown  a 
little  west  of  its  original  direction  by  the  rising  of  new  axes  in  the 
Appalachian  district,  is  seen  skirting  the  Greenbrier  river  to  near 
the  bridge  a  few  miles  east  of  Lewisburg,  presenting  in  general  tlie 
same  characters  as  above  described,  but  including  at  varions  points, 
as  for  instance  on  the  river  west  of  Ilnntersville,  a  conglomerate  ot 
remarkable  coarseness,  in  which  whitish  pebbles,  sometimes  two 
inches  in  diameter,  are  embedded  in  a  brownish  and  greenish  paste. 
As  followed  in  this  direction,  its  thickness,  though  flactnating,  is 
very  much  augmented,  as  will  appear  from  the  fact  that  while  on 
the  Potomac  below  Westernport,  where  the  river  makes  a  trans- 
verse section  of  the  Dan  mountain  or  Alleghany  front  ridge,  it 
measures  only  about  200  feet  across  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to 
its  lower  and  upper  bounding  plains,  in  the  vicinity  of  Lewisburg  its 
width  is  about  800  feet.  It  may  also  be  remarked,  that  with  this 
increased  development  of  the  formation  thus  locally  presented,  we 
find,  as  has  been  noticed  in  numerous  otlier  cases  in  regard  to  the 
same  group  of  rocks,  a  corresponding  development  of  the  thin  seam 
of  coal  included  in  it,  as  occurs  in  the  vicinity  of  Lewisburg,  though 
here  as  in  most  other  ports  of  the  formation  the  amount  and  quality 
of  the  coal  are  not  sucli  as  to  repay  exploration,  except  for  imme* 
diate  neighbourhood  purposes,  and  indeed  but  rarely  even  for  these. 
West  of  the  exposures  near  the  Greenbrier  river,  it  is  not  again 
brought  up,  excepting  over  a  narrow  space  in  the  low  anticlinal  hill 
called  Brushy  ridge,  which  separates  the  levels  from  the  valley  of 
Sinking  creek.  It  is  here  flanked  on  both  sides  by  the  overlying 
limestone  of  the  formation  next  to  be  noticed. 

Of  the  character  of  formation  X.  as  presented  in  several  of  the 
axes  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state,  particular  mention  will  be 
made  in  treating  of  that  district  under  a  subsequent  head. 

Formation  XL 

The  group  of  shales,  sandstones  and  limestones  included  in  this 
formation  constitutes  the  upper  member  of  the  Appalachian  series  of 
rocks  as  systematically  described  in  my  two  preceding  reports.  Rest- 
ing upon  the  upper  surface  of  X.  they  are  well  disclosed  along  the 
front  ridge  of  the  Alleghany  in  Hampshire  and  Hardy  counties,  occu- 
pying the  higher  portion  of  its  eastern  slope,  and  dipping  with  a 
moderate  inclination  towards  the  northwest,  bo  as  to  pass  beneath 
the  strata  of  the  coal  basins  lying  in  that  direction. 

Further  towards  the  south,  the  calcareous  as  well  as  the  other 
parts  of  this  formation  became  more  widely  developed,  owing  in  part 
to  an  increased  thickness  in  the  rocks,  and  in  part  to  the  influence 
of  several  axes  west  of  the  front  ridge,  which  by  repeated  turns  re- 
tain the  formation  longer  at  the  surface.  E ntering  Pocahontas  county 
near  the  head  waters  of  the  Greenbrier  river,  the  lower  strata  are 
seen  skirting  the  river  generally  near  its  western  margin,  the  wind- 
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ings  of  the  stream  canring  it  alternately  into  the  rocks  of  X.  and  of 
X[.  The  increasing  thicluiess  of  the  formation,  together  with  the 
great  flattening  of  its  dip,  as  we  trace  it  soath,  cause  it  to  over- 
spread a  wide  area  in  Greenbrier  and  Monroe  counties,  throughout 
a  large  part  of  which  the  calcareous  portion  of  the  formation  is  seen 
imparting  to  the  surface  the  undulating  outline  and  the  productive 
soil  usually  met  with  in  limestone  regions. 

Still  further  towards  the  southwest,  we  find  it  occupying  the 
eastern  slope  of  the  Blue  Stone  mountain,  and  with  a  very  gentle 
inclination  towards  the  northwest,  dipping  beneath  the  coal  rocks 
of  the  Great  Flat  Top  mountain,  which  with  a  gentle  slope  in  the 
same  direction  spread  continuously  thence  towards  the  valley  of  the 
Ohio. 

In  Tazewell  and  Russell,  wherever  met  with,  its  general  charac- 
ter and  position  are  found  to  be  unchanged,  but  the  long  lines  of  dis- 
location by  which  the  southwestern  portion  of  our  state  is  so  won- 
derfully marked,  in  numerous  instances  conceal  this  and  several  of 
the  a^aoent  Appalachian  formations,  pressing  up  to  the  very  margin 
of  the  coal  rocks,  strata  far  lower  in  the  series,  and  even  crushing 
these  rocks  and  their  contained  seams  of  coal,  folding  them  together 
and  turning  them  over  into  inverted  dips. 

Having  in  my  two  preceding  reports  described  somewhat  at 
length  the  various  strata  included  in  the  formation  now  in  view,  it 
will  be  unnecessary  to  enter  into  similar  details  at  present.  I  will 
therefore  content  myself  with  stating,  as  characteristic  of  the  for- 
mation wherever  met  with  in  Virginia,  the  occurrence  of  beds  of 
limestone  near  the  bottom,  the  prevalence  of  red  and  green  soft  de- 
composing shales  above,  and  of  brownish  and  greenish  sandstones 
near  the  top.  I  may  also  add  the  very  common  occurrence  of  small 
rounded  concentric  grains  the  size  of  mustard  shot,  or  a  little  less 
or  greater  in  certain  bands  of  the  limestone,  and  the  very  fre- 
quent presence  of  a  thin  seam  of  coal,  or  of  bituminous  slate,  where 
this  formation  adjoins  the  overlying  conglomerate  or  sandstone 
of  XII. 

To  display  the  nature  and  relative  extent  of  the  several  strate 
forming  this  group,  as  exposed  at  points  very  remote  from  each  other, 
and  thus  to  Illustrate  the  remarkable  expansion  especially  of  the  cal- 
careous portion  of  the  formation  as  developed  west  of  the  Greenbrier 
river  in  Pocahontas  and  Greenbrier  counties,  I  annex  the  following 
details  of  measurements  made  in  the  course  of  our  explorations  dur- 
ing the  past  season,  the  one  along  the  margin  of  the  Potomac  below 
Westernport,  where  the  river  intersects  these  strata  nearly  at  right 
angles,  the  other  from  near  the  mouth  of  Stamping  creek  in  Poca- 
hontas county  up  the  slope  of  the  Greenbrier  mountain,  where,  in 
the  form  of  a  lofty  escarpment  of  nearly  semicircular  form,  it  over- 
looks the  beautiful  limestone  valley  of  the  Little  Levels. 

Thickness  and  character  of  the  several  strata  of  formation  XI. 
on  the  Potomac  below  Westernport : 

Oommencing  with  the  highest  group  of  strata  which  are  seen 
extending  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  lofty  bill,  whose  capping  beds  of 
16 
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sandstone  have  reoeived  the  name  of  the  Horse  rocks,  and  proceed- 
ing in  the  order  of  their  position  to  the  several  underlying  beds  as 
far  as  the  upper  limits  of  the  next  inferior  formation  (X.),  we  hare 
the  following  results : 

1.  A  mass  of  sandstones  and  crumbling  shales  of  a  deep 
red  colour,  with  occasional  bands  of  a  greenish  tint. 
Towards  the  top  the  beds  are  more  siliceous  and  less 
deeply  tinged,  but  lower  down  they  assume  the  soft  * 
shaly  character  and  the  peculiar  rich  red  coloaring 
characteristic  of  this  part  of  the  formation.  Thick- 
ness,  650  ft. 

2.  A  bed  of  limestone,  the  highest  rock  of  this  descrip- 
tion in  the  group.  It  contains  fossils,  and  is  conglom- 
eritic,  consisting  of  pebbles  of  limestone  cemented 

by  a  mixed  calcareous  and  shaly  paste, 4  6 

8.  Light  grey  freestone,  slightly  calcareous, 2  7 

4.  Red  shales,  generally  argiUaceous  and  crumbling,..  97  8 
6.  Red  and  grey  yariegated  sandstone  of  a  slabby 

structure, 6  2 

6.  Red  argillaceous  shales, 78  6 

7.  Siliceous  limestone^  with  oolitic  bands  containing  at 
bottom  18  inches  of  pare  light  grey  limestone, 46  7 

8.  Red  shale  and  sandstone,  with  bands  of  limestone, .  15  5 
0.  Siliceous  limestone^  remarkable  for  its  diagonal  lam- 
ination, and  for  the  coarse  grains  of  sand  stand- 
ing in  relief  on  its  weathered  surfaces.  This  latter 
character,  caused  by  the  removal  of  the  calcareous 
matter  from  around  the  grains,  is  so  striking,  that 
though  often  a  pretty  good  limestone,  so  far  as  ap- 
plicable to  the  making  of  lime,  it  presents  the  aspect 

of  a  light  grey  and  coarse  freestone,  and  might 
readily  be  mistaken  for  such.  It  is  however  an  in- 
ferior rock  to  (7), 10       4 

10.  Red  limestone,  rather  siliceous  generally,  but  in 

parts  of  pretty  fine  grain, 6       0 

11.  Pinkish  marble, 1       0 

Total  thickness 918  ft.  9  in. 

Thickness  of  calcareous  rocks  about, 80       0 

Small  as  is  the  proportion  of  the  calcareous  rocks  to  the  other 
strata  displayed  in  this  locality,  it  is  found  still  to  diminish  as  we 
proceed  north,  until  as  stated  by  my  brother,  professor  H.  D.  Rog- 
ers, in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania,  at  some  points,  the  limestone 
bands  are  entirely  wanting.  The  following  details  will  serve  to 
shew  how  greatly  these  limestones  are  augmented  in  thickness  as 
the  formation  extends  towards  the  southwest: 

Thickness  and  character  of  the  strata  of  formation  XL,  as  meas- 
ured from  the  mouth  of  Stamping  creek  to  the  top  of  the  Greenbrier 
mountain,  Pocahontas  county : 


1.  Sandstones  and  shales,  the  former  predominating  to- 
wards the  top)  the  latter  lower  down.  The  general 
coloar  of  the  shales  is  a  rich  hrownish  red  with  occa- 
sional interpolated  greenish  bands.  Texture  of  the 
shales  crnmblj,  composition  chiefly  argillaceous,  with 
a  little  calcareons  matter.  The  more  siliceons  rocks 
above  are  red  and  grey,  slightly  micaoeoas,  and  includ- 
ing shaly  bands.    They  are  readily  divided  into  slabs, 

and  are  rarely  of  a  coarse  texture.    T^iickness, 1260  feet. 

2.  Blue  and  grey  limestone,  with  argillaceous  shaly  bands 
occasionally  interposed.  Some  of  the  strata  wonder- 
luUy  rich  in  fossils.  Near  the  top  of  the  limestone 
occurs  a  flinty  or  cherty  layer,  also  full  of  fossils, 822 

8.  Red  argillaceous  crumbly  shales, 50 

Total  thickness, 2182  feet. 

On  comparing  the  two  measurements  thus  given  in  detail,  we  see 
that  Dot  only  has  the  entire  thickness  of  the  formation  augmented  in 
extending  towards  the  southwest,  but  the  relative  amount  of  lime- 
stone has  increased  in  a  still  higher  proportion,  the  former  having 
expanded  to  about  2^  and  the  latter  to  10  times  its  thickness,  as 
seen  upon  the  Potomac. 

The  interesting  results  of  this  change  in  the  character  and  extent 
of  this  formation  are  well  seen  in  the  richly  productive  surface  of 
the  Little  and  Great  Levels,  the  valley  of  Sinking  creek,  and  the 
wide  limestone  region  of  Monroe  county,  which  are  geologically  but 
the  counterparts  of  the  nairow  band  of  limestones  and  calcareous 
shales  lying  along  the  eastern  declivity  of  the  front  ridge  of  the 
Alleghany  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  state. 

As  might  be  expected,  much  variety  is  displayed  in  the  compo- 
sition and  character  of  the  different  bands  of  limestone  belonging  to 
this  formation.  Nor  is  there  much  constancy  in  the  same  band  as 
exposed  in  different  localities,  as  will  appear  from  the  analyses  given 
towards  the  close  of  the  present  report.  While  some  of  these  rocks 
are  remarkably  pure  limestones,  burning  into  a  white  lime  of  the 
finest  texture,  others  contain  a  large  admixture  of  carbonate  of  mag- 
nesia as  well  as  of  silica,  and  often  also  oxide  of  iron ;  and  by  trials  re- 
cently made,  furnish  a  water  cement  of  good  quality.  A  large  num- 
ber of  similar  analyses  are  yet  to  be  made  in  regard  to  these  rocks 
as  exposed  in  the  axes  of  the  Cheat,  Laurel  Hiil,  and  other  ridges 
within  the  limits  of  the  great  coal  region,  as  well  as  over  the  wide 
area  of  calcareous  rocks  developed  in  this  formation  further  south. 

Iron  ores  are  of  frequent  occurrence  near  the  upper  limit  of  the 
formation,  more  especially  where  it  is  met  with  in  the  axes  before 
spoken  of,  and  often  exists  in  such  amount,  and  of  a  quality  so  rich 
and  easily  wrought,  as  to  possess  a  high  degree  of  economical  im- 
portance. Of  the  composition  of  these  ores,  which  are  usually  pro- 
to-carbonates  of  iron,  some  examples  will  be  given  hereafter,  and  a 
large  number  of  further  details  will  be  gathered  in  the  progress  of 
our  chemical  investigations. 
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Formation  XII. 


Having  thas,  in  Bome  detail,  described  the  varioas  strata  be- 
longing to  the  two  upper  formations  of  the  Appalachian  series,  more 
particularly  with  the  view  of  affording  the  means  of  identifying 
them  as  thej  are  presented  withiu  the  limits  of  onr  great  coal  region, 
and  in  the  hope  also  of  renderiug  the  description  of  a  portion  of 
that  region  hereafter  to  be  given,  clearly  intelligible  to  the  reader, 
I  proceed  now  to  treat  of  the  first  of  the  series  of  rocks  immedi- 
ately associated  with  the  coal,  and  upon  which  repose  all  the  slates, 
sandstones,  limestones,  and  coal  seams  comprehended  under  the 
denomination  of  the  coal  rocks. 

This  formation,  strongly  contrasted  in  its  general  aspect  and 
composition  with  the  preceding,  which  lies  immediately  beneath, 
consists  of  a  group  of  whitish  or  light  grey  sandstones,  generally  of 
a  coarse  texture,  and  comprising  heavy  beds  of  conglomerate,  usuaUy 
conspicuous  for  the  white  polished  round  pebbles  of  which  it  is 
maii:dy  composed.  The  loose  and  open  texture  of  these  coarser 
rocks^  causing  them  to  crumble  by  long  exposure  to  the  weather, 
occasions  the  disengagement  of  the  pebbles,  which  are  thus  seen 
profusely  strewed  over  the  surface  in  many  places  where  this  forma- 
tion occurs,  becoming  in  fact  a  useful  geological  land-mark  where 
the  rock  itself  is  concealed  from  view. 

This  beautiful  white  gravel  is  met  with  in  great  abundance,  ac- 
companying the  massive  strata  of  the  conglomerate,  high  up  on  the 
eastern  front  ridge  west  of  the  upper  termination  of  formation  XI. 

The  same  coarse  rock,  with  its  attendant  pebbles,  is  found  in  a 
similar  geological  position  on  the  Backbone  of  Alleghany,  on  the 
Cheat  mountain  and  Laurel  Hill,  as  well  as  several  other  minor 
ridges.  It  is  also  well  displayed  on  the  summit  of  the  Big  Sewell 
and  various  knobs  and  ridges  of  the  adjacent  region,  and  forms  the 
nearly  level  capping  of  the  Blue  Stone  mountain  and  its  continua- 
tion further  to  the  southwest.  Every  where  along  the  margin  of 
the  great  coal  region,  this  formation  may  be  seen,  marking  the 
transition  from  the  upper  member  of  the  Appalachian  series  of  rocks 
to  the  widely  expanded  groups  of  strata  witn  which  the  coal  seams 
are  associated. 

It  is  not  however  to  be  inferred  that  at  all  points  it  displays  the 
same  conspicuous  conglomeritic  structure,  or  is  developed  to  the 
same  thickness,  for  in  both  these  particulars  it  presents  frequent  and 
important  flactaations,  passing  from  a  mere  mass  of  large  rounded 
pebbles  cemented  by  siUceous  matter,  chiefly  at  their  points  of  con: 
tact,  to  a  conglomerate  of  shot-like  gravel,  and  thence  to  a  coarse, 
and  in  some  cases,  to  a  fine  sandstone  of  even  and  compact  texture, 
and  in  thickness  varying  from  a  thousand,  and  perhaps  more,  to  a 
hundred,  or  even  less  than  a  hundred  feet. 

Nor  in  all  cases  does  it  throughout  maintain  the  character  of  a 
purely  siliceous  rock,  for  instances  occur  in  which  bands  of  slaty 
sandstone,  and  even  bitaminous  slate,  accompanied  by  one  or  more 
seams  of  coal,  are  included  between  the  coarser  and  more  massive 
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strata  of  the  formation.  Tet  with  all  these  variations,  the  general 
characters  of  the  fp*onp  as  above  described,  are  snflScientlj  definite 
to  enable  the  practised  observer  to  recognize  it  when  it  appears, 
and  its  features  asaally  are  so  well  marked  that  a  glance  is  sufficient 
for  this  purpose. 

It  will  readiljbe  seen,  from  what  was  before  stated  in  regard  to 
the  general  arrangement  of  the  strata,  in  and  adjoining  the  coal  re- 
gion, that  the  upper  position,  geologically,  of  this  or  any  other  group 
of  rocks,  does  not  necessarily  imply  an  actually  greater  elevation 
above  the  general  level  of  the  region,  compared  with  rocks  geologi- 
cally inferior.  The  positions  as  to  height  of  the  various  rocks  of 
the  great  basin,  or  of  any  of  the  axes  within  its  confines,  is  greatly 
determined  by  the  extent  to  which  they  have  resisted,  or  yielded  to 
the  denuding  agencies,  to  which,  as  formerly  illustrated,  they  have 
been  Qvery  where  more  or  less  exposed.  On  this  account  the  forma- 
tion of  which  I  am  speaking  is  often  absent  for  great  distances  along 
the  top  of  an  anticlinal  mountain,  while  low  down  upon  the  flanks 
of  the  ridge  it  may  be  seen  in  enormous  blocks,  or  thick  continuous 
strata  dipping  away  in  opposite  directions  from  the  enclosed  and 
underlying  beds  of  XL,  while  the  latter  rising  in  undulating  hills 
along  the  intervening  space,  tower  far  above  the  strata  which  once 
extended  as  a  connected  covering  entirely  over  the  mountain  from 
side  to  side. 

It  will  at  once  be  inferred  from  what  has  now  been  said  as  re- 
gards the  geological  position  and  usual  characters  of  this  formation, 
that  as  a  general  rule,  explorations  in  pursuit  of  coal  should  be  di- 
rected to  the  series  of  strata,  lying  above  it  in  geological  position, 
and  that  where  the  outcrop  or  margin  of  the  conglomerate  may  be 
clearly  traced,  we  are  to  be  governed  by  the  direction  in  which  the 
strata  dip,  in  selecting  the  line  most  suitable  for  our  examinations. 
Where  for  example  these  strata  are  seen  inclining  downwards 
towards  the  NW.,  we  would  take  our  departure  from  the  margin  of 
the  basin  marked  out  by  the  beds  of  conglomerate,  and  travelling  in 
the  direction  of  the  dip,  or  towards  the  NW.,  we  would  enter  upon 
the  upper  and  coal  bearing  strata  lying  within,  and  thus  successively 
encounter  the  coal  seams  and  their  accompanying  rocks  in  the  or- 
der of  their  superposition.  It  should  be  observed,  however,  that  in 
applying  this  rule  it  is  of  course  presumed  that  the  route  thus  pur- 
sued is  along  a  line  which,  if  not  horizontal,  descends  towards  the 
centre  of  the  basin  at  a  less  angle  than  the  dip  of  the  conglomerate 
and  overlying  rocks,  for  otherwise  we  might  continue  upon  one  or 
other  of  these  beds  throughout  nearly  the  whole  of  our  course ;  or,  if 
following  a  line  of  very  deep  denudation,  might  penetrate  below  the 
conglomerate  into  the  formation  which  lies  beneath. 

The  remarkable  expansion  and  diversified  character  assumed  by 
this  formation  for  some  distance  within  the  margin  of  our  great  coal 
field  in  the  western  parts  of  Pocahontas  and  Greenbrier  counties,  has 
caused  it  there  to  overspread  a  wide  area,  and  to  include  along  with 
the  usual  beds  of  conglomerate  numerous  beds  of  slate  and  sandstone, 
varying  in  hue  and  texture,  together  with  seams  of  coal  of  sufficient 
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magnitude  and  pnritj  to  be  esteemed  worthy  of  exploration.  Of 
the  exact  limits  of  this  remarkably  diversified  gronp  of  strata,  it  is 
as  yet  impossible  to  speak  with  confidence,  the  nndalating  direc- 
tions of  the  beds  and  the  topographical  pecniiarities  of  the  country 
having  presented  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  precise  solution  of  this 
problem,  which  can  only  be  removed  by  further  examination.  This 
mucli,  for  the  present,  may  be  stated,  that  the  coarse  and  partially 
conglomeritic  sandstone  composing  the  celebrated  cliffs  of  New 
river,  skirting  that  stream  on  both  sides  for  some  distance  in  the 
form  of  lofty  mural  precipices,  and  prolonged  with  a  northwesterly 
dip,  so  as  to  constitute  the  wide  sheet  of  nearly  level  strata  over 
which  the  Kanawha  is  precipitated  at  the  falls,  is  to  be  regarded  as 
occupying  the  same  place  geologically  with  the  similar  strata  form- 
ing the  general  margin  of  the  region  occupied  by  the  coal  bearing 
strata;  and  in  confirmation  of  this  view  it  may  be  added,  that  the 
series  of  sandstones,  slates  and  coal  seams  so  admirably  exposed  in 
the  lofty  hills  extending  along  both  sides  of  the  Kanawha  to  some 
distance  west  of  Charleston,  and  which  have  been  ascertained  to 
overlie  this  conglomeritic  rock  according  to  a  nearly  invariable  order, 
are  in  all  important  features  analogous  to  the  group  of  cod  bearing 
strata  elsewhere  found  resting  next  above  formation  XII.  It  would 
therefore  appear  probable  that  a  part,  if  not  all  the  coal  seams  as- 
sociated with  the  rocks  of  the  Big  Sew  ell  mountain  appertain  to  a 
lower  ^oup  of  coal  rocks,  forming  a  portion  of  the  formation  of 
which!  am  treating,  here  widely  expanded  and  wonderfuUy  diver- 
sified in  its  characters.  But  as  already  stated,  further  investigation 
is  required  to  determine  with  exactness  the  true  boundaries  of  this 
formation,  and  therefore  the  true  relations  of  the  various  rocks  in 
question. 

Formation  XIII, 

Under  Ihis  head  it  is  deemed  convenient  for  the  present  to  in- 
clude the  whole  of  that  diversified  series  of  rocks  comprising  sand- 
stones, fine,  coarse  and  conglomeritic,  slates,  shales,  limestones,  and 
seams  of  coal,  which  occupy  nearly  the  whole  of  the  wide  area 
lying  beyond  or  west  of  the  formation  just  described. 

In  remarking  upon  this  formation  no  attempt  will  be  made  to 
give  a  minute  account  of  the  more  important  groups  of  strata  which 
it  comprises,  as  such  a  description,  even  though  it  were  partial, 
would  involve  an  amount  of  details  incompatible  with  the  design  of 
the  annual  reports,  and  as  moreover  much  further  examination  is 
requisite  in  nearly  all  portions  of  our  great  coal  region  to  enable  nie 
to  present  its  economical  and  geological  characteristics  in  the  ample 
form  necessary  to  render  a  description  of  them  satisfactory  and  use- 
ful. I  shall  therefore  confine  my  observations  under  this  head  to  a 
general  account  of  the  formation  as  presented  at  different  and  re- 
mote parts  of  the  repon,  with  the  view  of  illustrating  some  of  the 
more  important  mo&fications  by  which  it  is  affected  in  extending 
from  tract  to  tract,  as  well  as  of  indicating  certain  important  land- 
marks among  the  very  numerous  and  variable  strata  of  which  it  is 
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composed,  adapted  to  famish  us  with  valaable  aid  in  assigning  their 
true  limits  to  the  oiiief  sabdirisions  of  the  formation,  as  well  as  in 
condacting  onr  explorations  for  practical  parposes  on  sare  principles 
and  to  useful  results. 

Throughout  the  larger  part  of  the  entire  thickness  of  this  forma- 
tion, commencing  at  its  lower  surface,  or  where  it  rests  upon  No. 
XIL,  the  rocks  are  chiefly  of  a  decidedly  siliceous  character,  consist- 
ing of  sandstones  of  various  textures,  from  the  finest  grit  to  coarse 
conglomerates,  generally  containing  some,  and  often  a  large  amount 
of  mica,  presenting  considerable  variety  of  hue,  comprehending 
blended  tints  of  grey,  light  brown,  and  greyish  green,  and  in  some 
cases  almost  pure  white.  Associated  with  these  are  layers  of  lime- 
stone for  the  most  part  of  a  dull  bluish  grey,  but  sometimes  of  a  dark 
brown  and  nearly  black  tint,  and  generally  shewing  an  ochreous  as- 
pect on  the  weathered  surfaces.  These  beds,  as  met  with  in  Vir- 
ginia, are  rarely  more  than  a  few  feet  in  thickness,  varying  in  this 
respect  from  point  to  point,  and  not  nnfroquently  losing  themselves 
by  gradual  transition  into  slate  or  iron  ore,  or  sandstone.  Numer- 
ous beds  of  slate  also  interpose  themselves  between  the  siliceous 
rocks,  presenting  for  the  most  part  a  dark  brown  or  nearly  black, 
and  an  ochreous  greenish  colour.  It  is  with  these,  particularly  the 
former,  that  the  coal  seams  are  in  general  immediately  associated. 
The  bands  of  iron  ore  also  usually  occur  in  or  adjoining  them,  as 
well  as  contiguous  to  the  layers  of  limestone. 

Towards  its  upper  limits  rocks  of  a  less  arenaceous  character  pre- 
dominate. The  sandstones  which  still  occur  in  heavy  beds  are  of  a 
softer  and  in  general  finer  composition,  and  the  slates  assume  the 
form  of  argillaceous  shales  of  a  crumbling  texture  and  deep  reddish 
colour,  alternating  occasionally  with  green  and  ochreous  tints,  pre- 
senting a  striking  general  resemblance  to  the  shales  of  IX.  and  XI. 
of  the  Appalachian  series.  In  this  part  of  the  formation  the  cal- 
careous beds  in  general  occupy  a  far  greater  thickness  than  below, 
imparting  a  richly  productive  character  to  the  region  over  which  in 
some  portions  of  the  great  coal  tract  they  are  widely  spread  out. 
Calcareous  matter  is  also  present  in  considerable  amount  in  the  as- 
sociated shaly  strata,  which  are  therefore  in  general  marked  by  a 
productive  soil. 

Near  the  highest  strata  of  the  formation  little  or  no  coal  is  met 
with,  but  among  the  beds  next  beneath  occurs  one  and  in  some 
cases  two  coal  seams  of  great  value,  as  well  on  account  of  the  usu- 
ally good  quality  as  the  abundance  and  continuity  of  the  coaL  It  is 
in  this  geological  position  that  we  meet  with  .the  celebrated  Pitts- 
burg coal  in  Pennsylvania,  and  as  hereafter  will  be  shewn,  the 
valuable  seam  explored  in  the  hills  at  Wheeling,  Morgantown, 
Clarksburg,  and  numerous  intervening  points.  The  two  principal 
seams  in  the  Potomac  basin,  to  be  noticed  in  the  sequel,  are  evident- 
ly referrible  to  t^e  same  position. 

Besides  the  general  differences  here  noticed  in  the  nature  and 
aspect  of  the  materials  predominating  respectively  towards  the  lower 
and  upper  portions  of  the  formation,  important  modifications  in  the 
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composition  and  degree  of  development  of  its  several  subdivisions 
are  seen  to  occar  an  we  trace  them  from  one  portion  of  the  great 
basin  to  the  other,  some  of  which,  from  their  economical  importance, 
as  well  as  their  general  occarrence,  merit  a  brief  notice  in  the  pres- 
ent sketch  of  the  formation. 

Ooe  of  tiiese  changes  is  exhibited  in  the  increased  coarseness  of 
the  materials  forming  the  arenaceous  strata  of  the  lower  parts  of  the 
formation  as  traced  from  the  northern  limits  of  the  8tute  to  tlie  val- 
ley of  the  Great  Kanawha,  and  at  the  same  time  the  greater  pre- 
ponderance of  tlie  sandstone  strata  occasioned  by  their  increasing 
thickness  in  that  direction.  This  fact  is  well  exemplified  in  compar- 
ing the  rocks  lying  between  the  western  base  of  Laarel  Hill  in 
Monongalia  coanty,  and  their  counterparts  along  the  Kanawha, 
from  the  falls  as  far  down  as  Charleston.  The  comparatively  small 
amount  of  slaty  strata  along  the  latter  section,  though  fortunately 
unaccompanied  by  any  diminution  in  the  thickness  or  deterioration 
in  the  quality  of  the  coal  seams  there  so  admirably  exposed  for  long 
distances  continuously  in  the  river  hills,  would  appear  to  connect 
itself  with  the  attenuated  width  of  the  bands  of  iron  ore  occurring 
among  these  slates,  and  therefore  would  seem  to  give  a  general  con- 
firmation to  the  conclusion  derived  from  our  observations  thus  far, 
that  these  ores  are  much  less  abundant  in  that  than  in  some  of  the 
more  northern  divisions  of  the  coal  field. 

In  the  calcareous  strata,  especially  those  appertaining  to  the 
higher  subdivisions  of  the  formation,  an  equally  marked  iteration 
is  exhibited.  As  followed  in  a  southwesterly  direction  from  the 
Pennsylvania  line,  these  beds  spreading  widely  over  the  tracta  lying 
to  the  west  of  the  Monongahela,  are  seen  gradually  becoming  thinner 
by  the  interposition  of  strata  of  variegated  calcareous  slides,  until 
over  the  western  parts  of  Harrison,  Lewis  and  Kanawha,  as  well  as 
nearly  all  of  Wood,  Mason,  Jackson  and  Cabell  counties,  a  small  and 
variable  remnant  of  these  rocks  is  met  with,  forming  thin  bands 
among  these  shales,  which  have  now  almost  entirely  usurped  their 
place.  As  a  striking  illustration  of  the  remarkable  change  here 
noticed,  reference  may  be  made  to  the  expanded  thickness  of  the 
limestone  strata  in  the  hills  bordering  the  Ohio,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Wheeling,  where  these  rocks  appear  to  have  attained  their  greatest 
developement  as  compared  with  the  thin  and  variable  seams  of  cal- 
careous rock  encountered  in  the  region  between  Charleston  and 
Parkersburg  on  the  one  hand,  and  Guyandotte  on  the  other.  Of  the 
real  extent  and  frequency  of  these  small  bands,  further  observations 
are  requisite  to  enable  me  to  speak  with  confidence;  the  region  in 
which  they  are  met  with  having,  as  yet,  been  but  partially  explored. 
They  will,  however,  receive  that  attention  which,  from  their  local 
importance  in  connection  with  ordinary  and  agricultural  uses,  they 
are  believed  to  claim. 

From  what  has  now  been  said  in  the  way  of  a  general  sketch  of 
the  prevailing  characters  exhibited  in  the  lower  and  upper  portions 
of  this  formation,  as  well  as  the  interesting  modifications  occurring 
in  each  as  developed  in  distant  portions  of  the  coal  region,  it  must 
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be  apparent  that  the  whole  formation  admits  of  being  conveniently 
divided  into  two  great  groups  of  strata,  each  comprising  sandstones, 
slates,  shales,  limestones  and  seams  of  coal,  but  yet  snmcientlj  dis- 
tinguished from  the  other  by  the  predominating  features  above  de- 
scribed. Adopting  snch  a  division  therefore  as  conducing  to  greater 
clearness  and  simplicity  in  the  economical  as  well  as  geological 
illustrations  hereafter  to  be  given,  I  shall  for  the  present  designate 
tiiem  respectively  by  the  titles  of  the  lotcer  coal  series  And  the  tipper 
eoal  series. 

It  cannot  fail  to  be  remarked,  that  in  the  per])lexing  and  labori- 
ous investigations  which  are  so  often  undertaken  with  the  view  of 
discovering  or  tracing  the  coal  seams  or  other  strata  of  the  region 
nnder  consideration,  great  assistance  would  be  derived  from  the 
knowledge  of  some  one  bed  or  stratum,  whose  continuity  over  wide 
areas  and  constancy  in  position  with  regard  to  the  other  rocks,  had 
been  satisfactorily  demonstrated.  For  in  a  region  so  broken,  as  is 
much  of  that  of  which  I  speak,  and  in  which  the  strata  present  fre- 
quent though  gentle  undnlations  of  dip,  and  often  bear  a  strong  re- 
semblance to  each  other,  the  attempt  at  tracing  them  by  an  imper- 
fect system  of  levelling,  aided  by  rude  computations  of  the  angle 
of  dip,  is  likely  in  many  cases  to  lead  to  results  not  only  erroneous, 
but  prejudicial  to  individuals  and  the  public. 

It  is  on  this  account  therefore  that  in  the  course  of  our  opera- 
tions in  this  region,  as  thus  far  carried  forward,  I  have  made  it  a 
leading  object  in  the  first  place  to  acquire  the  necessary  data  for 
drawing,  with  some  degree  of  accuracy,  wherever  possible,  the  line 
of  separation  between  the  lower  and  upper  coal  series,  as  well  as  for 
tracing  the  more  valuable  coal  seams  or  other  usehil  deposits,  by 
reference  to  some  standard  bed  or  stratum^  whose  persistency  over 
wide  areas  has  first  been  satisfactorily  established. 

Our  observations  thus  far  in  regard  to  the  rocks  towards  the 
middle  of  the  formation,  would  seem  to  shew  that,  between  the 
upper  and  lower  series,  there  is  generally  interposed  a  greater  thick- 
ness of  strata,  barren  of  workable  seams  of  coal,  than  either  above 
or  below,  but  of  the  constancy  of  this  fact  it  is  impossible  to  speak 
until  I  have  completed  a  number  of  measurements  proposed  to  be 
made  at  various  points  in  the  coal  region,  nor  would  a  feature  of 
this  kind,  unless  exceedingly  distinct,  be  of  much  avail  to  those  who 
are  interested  in  explorations  for  coal.  6ome  mark  more  definite 
in  its  nature  should,  if  possible,  be  determined.  Such  an  one,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  has  been  found  to  exist  in  that  portion  of  the  coal 
field  which  is  traversed  by  the  Kanawha  river,  and  though  not  dis- 
covered until  some  time  after  the  commencement  of  our  operations 
durine  the  last  season,  it  has  already  enabled  us  to  obtain  a  clear 
knowledge  of  all  the  general,  and  most  of  the  minute  features  of 
that  highly  interesting  and  valuable  part  of  the  basin. 

The  land-mark  to  which  I  here  allude,  and  which  was  first  recog- 
nized, and  afterwards  diligently  traced  by  my  brother  prof.  J.  B. 
Rogers,  consists  of  a  band  of  black  or  bluish  black  siliceous  rock, 
approaching  the  character  of  a  fiint  or  hornstone,  which  is  found  in 
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the  hills  at  the  height  of  several  hundred  feet  ahove  the  river  near 
the  falls,  and  whiiSi,  acoornpanying  the  sabjacent  strata  in  their  va- 
rious undulations,  and  their  ultimate  steady  western  dip  as  thej 
extend  down  the  river,  is  seen  to  disappear  below  the  water  level 
at  the  Elk  river  shoals. 

This  stratum,  from  its  striking  peculiarity  of  character,  and  its 
constancy  of  geological  position,  furnishes  a  standard  line  with  which 
to  compare  the  rocks  and  coal  seams  both  above  and  beneath,  and 
may.  be  regarded  in  this  region  as  clearly  defining  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  upper  and  lower  series.  As  wiU  be  seen  hereafter, 
throughout  the  tract  extending  from  the  falls  to  the  point  at  which 
the  flint  ooraes  down  to  the  river  level,  no  seams  of  coal,  but  such 
as  are  local  and  of  insignificant  extent,  occur  in  the  hills  above  this 
stratum,  but  as  we  proceed  towards  the  west,  and  thus  in  virtue  of 
the  westerly  dip  of  the  rock,  pass  successively  into  strata  higher  in 
the  geological  order,  we  meet  with  one  or  more  coal  seams  asso- 
ciated with  the  shaly  rocks  already  noticed  as  predominating  in  the 
upper  series. 

The  discovery  of  this,  or  some  equivalent  band,  in  other  parts 
of  the  coal  region,  is  a  result  greatly  to  be  desired,  and  will,  it  is 
thought,  be  attained  during  the  operations  of  the  coming  season. 
Towards  this,  as  well  as  other  interesting  determinations,  more 
especially  relating  to  that  portion  of  the  region  which  lies  adjacent 
to  Pennsylvania,  the  minute  researches  now  making  in  the  corre- 
sponding section  of  that  state,  will  contribute  much  valuable  as- 
sistance ;  nor  is  it  unimportant  to  the  practical  as  well  as  purely 
scientific  results,  aimed  at  in  the  researches  in  progress  in  these 
neighbouring  states,  that  by  unity  of  method,  harmony  of  views, 
and  co-operation  in  the  field,  my  brother  and  myself,  are  enabled, 
in  various  ways,  to  promote  the  accurate  and  expeditious  prosecu- 
tion of  our  several  tasks. 

In  concluding  this  brief  sketch  of  the  general  features  of  our 
great  coal  field,  a  few  remarks  may  properly  be  annexed  in  expla- 
nation of  the  modes  of  exploration,  thus  far  adopted  and  hereafter 
to  be  still  more  extensively  employed  in  carrying  forward  our  in- 
vestigations in  this  region. 

Having  now  acquired  an  accurate  general  acquaintance  with  the 
outline  of  the  region,  and  having  in  some  districts  studied  with  much 
minuteness  the  most  important  rocky  strata  with  their  included 
coal  seams  and  other  deposites,  it  will  be  our  object  to  trace  tlie 
several  beds  composing  the  lower  and  upper  series,  from  tract  to 
tract,  with  the  view  of  identifying  particular  seams,  and  forming 
correct  ideas  of  the  extent  of  territory  over  which  each  is  of  work- 
able dimensions,  and  in  a  position  to  make  it  accessible  above  the 
level  of  the  streams.  At  tlie  same  time  a  careful  attention  will  be 
given  to  the  bands  of  iron  ore,  as  well  as  the  limestones  accompa- 
nying the  coal.  In  the  execution  of  these  tasks  it  is  evident  that  in 
many  cases  accurate  measurements  will  be  demanded,  requiring 
proper  instruments  to  be  token  into  the  field.  Among  these  the 
boiling  point  thermometer,  of  which,  as  a  means  of  measuring 
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beiffbts,  I  bave,  for  tbe  last  two  seasons,  made  soccessfal  use  in 
yarions  parts  of  tbe  Blue  Ridge,  and  tbe  Appalacbian  region,  and 
daring  tbe  past  summer  among  tbe  bills  bordering  tbe  Kanawba, 
promises  to  afford  ns  great  f acuities,  and  wben  aided  by  tbe  com- 
mon instruments  for  levelling,  will  enable  ns  to  continue  our  trac- 
ings witb  all  tbe  accuracy  and  expedition  tbat  could  be  desired. 

Chaptkb  2. 

Of  the  Coal  BaHtiB  ntuated  lettoeen  the  Front  Ridge  of  the  Alle- 
ghany in  Hampehire  and  Hwrdy  Counties,  and  the  Backbone 
Mountain, 

In  tbe  preceding  general  sketeb,  allusion  bas  been  made  to  tbe 
occurrence  in  tbis  portion  of  tbe  state  of  several  anticlinal  axes,  in 
tbe  principal  of  whicb  strata  are  met  witb  appertaining  to  forma- 
tions geologicallj  lower  tban  tbose  properly  belonging  to  the  series 
witb  wliicb  tbe  coal  is  associated.  By  referring  to  wbat  bas  already 
been  said  in  illustration  of  tbe  arrangement  of  tbe  rocks  in  tbe  en- 
tire coal  region,  viewed  as  one  continuous  oblong  trough  or  basin 
of  vast  extent,  it  must  at  once  be  evident  that  between  any  two  such 
axes  rising  within  the  area  of  the  coal  region,  the  rocks  including 
tbe  coal  must  dip  in  opposite  directions,  so  that  as  they  slope  down- 
wards along  tbose  sides  of  the  ridges  which  are  facing  each  other, 
they  will  have  directions  which  if  prolonged  would  cause  them  to 
meet  about  midway  in  the  intervening  space.  Each  stratum  thus 
reposing  on  the  flank  of  one  of  these  ridges  has  its  counterpart  lying 
with  an  opposite  inclination  on  the  flank  of  the  other,  and  thus  the 
whole  of  the  space  between  tbe  two  ridges  is  made  up  of  trough 
shaped  beds,  lymg  one  within  the  other,  and  all  of  them  obvioasly 
superior y  geologically  considered,  to  the  rocks  of  \>'hich  the  ridges 
themselves  are  composed.  It  is  further  evident  that  where  these 
ridges  by  gradually  flattening  out  and  becoming  broader  as  they  are 
prolonged  in  either  direction,  are  thereby  caused  to  coalesce,  the 
concave  bend  of  the  strata  between  them  growing  less  and  less, 
must  eventually  be  lost,  and  one  mountain  being  formed  of  the  two, 
tbe  intervening  rocks  must  disappear,  and  a  rounded  termination  be 
given  to  the  trough.  Tliis  change  taking  place  at  both  extremities, 
a  true  basin  would  be  formed,  in  which  the  strata  containing  the 
coal  would  be  found  enclosed  in  a  rim  of  the  underlying  formation, 
not  only  along  their  length,  but  around  the  curved  margins  by 
whicb  they  were  united  at  tbe  ends.  Such  is  the  character  of  the 
several  small  basins  of  whicb  I  am  about  to  treat,  though  from  the 
length  of  some  of  them  they  are  only  in  part  included  within  tbe 
limits  of  Virginia. 

General  Limits  of  these  Basins, 

Tbe  axis  known  in  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  as  Will's  creek 
mountain,  and  which  is  traversed  by  WilPs  creek  a  short  distance  to 
tbe  west  of  Cumberland,  presents  in  tbe  admirable  section  there  di»- 
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closed  a  broad  anticlinal  arch  of  formation  IV.,  flanked  on  the  west 
l>7  the  snccessivelj  higher  groups  of  the  Appalachian  series,  all  main- 
taining a  northwestern  dip,  and  presenting  as  we  ascend  from  the 
deeply  denaded  valley  immediatelv  west  of  the  mountain,  the  various 
strata  of  YIIL,  IX.,  X.,  XI.,  and  XII.,  forming  the  hills  lying  at  tbe 
eastern  base  of  the  Dan  mountain,  and  the  eastern  slope  of  that 
mountain  nearly  to  the  summit.  Parallel  to  this  margin  of  west- 
wardly  dipping  XII.,  we  meet  a  few  miles  farther  to  the  west  witb 
another  rim  of  the  same  formation,  inclining  in  the  opposite  direction, 
and  forming  the  crest  and  a  small  part  of  the  eastern  slope  of  the 
Savage  mountain.  In  the  intervening  tract  occupied  by  a  series  of 
lofty  and  picturesque  hills,  occur  the  coal  measures  of  the  basin  in 
which  Frostburg,  Lonaconing  and  Westemport  are  situated.  In 
this  region  the  Savage  mountain  presents  onl  v  easterly  dipping  rocks, 
displaying  in  succession  along  its  western  slope  the  formations  under- 
lying XII.,  and  separated  from  what  is  called  the  Alleghany,  lying 
still  farther  to  the  west,  by  a  wide  region  in  which  these  formations 
downwards  as  far  as  VIII.,  are  exhibited  in  anticlinal  order,  capped 
on  the  east  by  the  conglomerate  of  XII.,  forming  the  top  of  Savage, 
and  on  the  west  by  a  similar  rock  forming  at  many  points  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Alleghany. 

As  we  trace  this  basin  towards  the  south,  we  observe  a  small 
change  occurring  in  the  axis  l>ing  to  the  east,  which  now  becomes 
the  axis  of  the  Knobly  mountain  in  Virginia,  the  "Will's  creek  axis 
proper,  having  died  out  a  little  to  the  south  of  Paddytown  where  it 
crosses  the  Potoraflc,  and  that  of  the  Knobly,  which  first  shews  itself 
a  few  miles  south  of  Cumberland,  having  now  assumed  great  breadth 
and  elevation.  The  latter  axis,  lying  a  little  east  of  the  line  of  pro- 
longation of  the  former,  displays  the  same  groups  of  strata,  fianked 
on  the  western  side  by  iformations  successively  higher  in  the  Appa- 
lachian series,  until  as  we  ascend  the  front  ridge  of  the  Alleghany, 
which  is  our  Dan  mountain,  we  pass  from  the  upper  part  of  XI.  into 
the  margin  of  the  coal  basin,  marked  by  the  conglomerate  of  XII. 

Tbe  axis  lying  to  the  west  of  this  basin,  and  between  the  Savage 
and  Alleghany  mountains  in  Pennsylvania,  and  marked  on  the  map 
by  a  line  a  little  west  of  the  course  of  the  Savage  river  above  the 
mouth  of  Middle  Fork,  gradually  flattens  in  it«  dips  as  we  pursue  it 
towards  the  southwest,  and  the  country  at  the  same  time  becoming 
topographically  higher,  we  find  the  Appalachian  rocks  gradually  dis- 
appearing between  the  Savage  and  the  Alleghany  mountains  as  we 
ascend  in  the  direction  of  Crab  creek  in  Maryland,  and  when  we 
have  reached  the  Northwestern  turnpike,  the  two  mountains  have 
completely  coalesced,  forming  the  broad^  nearly  level  ridge  which, 
under  name  of  the  Backbone  of  the  Alleghany,  divides  the  waters  of 
the  North  Branch  from  those  of  the  Youghoganey.  This  wide 
table  land,  covered  by  tbe  conglomerate  of  XII.,  extends  to  the  head 
waters  of  the  North  Branch,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Fairfax's  stone, 
sweeps  around  to  coalesce  with  the  same  formation,  which  by  the 
termination  of  the  small  basins  hereafter  to  be  described,  is  laid  bare 
over  the  lofty  wedge-formed  tract  comprised  between  the  head 
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waters  of  Red  creek  and  6]ackwater  ereek,  tribatariea  of  the  Dry 
Fork  of  Cheat,  and  the  Alleghany  front  ridge  near  the  western  comer 
of  Hardy  county. 

But  the  basin  thus  included  towards  the  north  between  the  Sav- 
age and  Dan  mountains,  and  in  Maryland  and  Yirgiuia  between  the 
front  ridge  of  the  Alleghany  and  the  Backbone,  begins  to  present 
marked  andulations  in  the  dip  of  the  strata  in  the  region  lying  be- 
tween the  North  Branch  and  Grab  Tree  creek,  even  as  far  north  as 
the  road  leading  from  the  month  of  Savage  obliquely  over  the  Back- 
bone. The  two  rolls  which  are  here  distinctly  to  be  seen  acquire 
greater  importance  as  they  are  followed  towards  the  southwest,  pre- 
senting at  length  two  well  developed  anticlinal  axes,  and  thus  divid- 
ing what  farther  north  is  but  a  single  basin  into  three  minor  basins, 
all  of  course  lying  between  the  front  ridge  and  Backbone  of  Alle- 
ghany. 

The  eastern  of  these  two  axes  crosses  the  North  branch  between 
the  months  of  Abraham's  creek  and  Stoney  river,  and  extending 
along  the  western  side  of  Abraham's  creek  in  the  direction  of  that 
stream,  nnites  with  the  front  ridge  about  8  miles  south  of  the  old 
Moorefleld  road.  The  upper  part  of  the  conglomerate  (XII.)  is  exposed 
on  the  North  branch  a  little  below  the  mouth  of  Stoney  river,  dis- 
maying some  undulations,  bnt  farther  down  presenting  a  uniform 
~  W.  dip,  thus  pointing  out  the  western  side  of  the  axis  here  referred 
to.  The  conglomerate,  as  we  follow  it  down  the  river,  in  virtue  of 
the  inclination  just  mentioned,  and  the  passing  of  the  river  flowing 
nearly  in. an  easterly  course,  farther  into  the  axis,  attains  the  summit 
of  the  ridge  about  2  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Abraham^s  creek,  and 
allows  some  of  the  shales  of  formation  XI.  to  come  into  view  be- 
tween it  and  the  level  of  the  stream. 

This  axis  thus  forms  the  broad  flat  ridge  which  throuj;hout  its 
course  separates  the  waters  of  Stoney  river  from  those  of  Abraham^s 
creek,  and  by  its  union  with  the  front  ridge  before  mentioned,  ter- 
minates the  basin  to  which  the  latter  stream  and  its  branches  are 
confined.  Before  this  union,  for  a  distance  of  5  or  6  miles,  it  is 
known  by  the  title  of  Spruce  Ridge^  and  is  covered  by  the  conglom- 
erate of  XII.  in  enormous  masses  of  a  thick  tabular  form.  The  coal 
field  thus  included  between  the  front  ridge  and  this  axis,  being  ob- 
viously continuous  with  that  lying  along  the  North  branch  between 
the  mouth  of  Abraham's  creek  and  Westemport,  may  be  denomi- 
nated the  Eastern  or  Potomac  hasin^  and  as  will  hereafter  be  seen, 
retains  a  larger  number  of  coal  seams,  and  more  really  valuable  coal 
than  either  of  the  two  remaining  basins  lying  west  of  it  and  be- 
tween it  and  the  Backbone. 

It  may  be  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  central  line  of  this  basin 
passes  across  Abraham's  creek  about  half  a  mile  to  the  east  of  the 
junction  of  Johnny  Cake  with  that  stream. 

The  western  axis  is  the  broad  flat  anticlinal  ridge  dividing  the 
waters  of  Difiicalt  creek  and  Stoney  river.  Lying  but  a  short  dis- 
tance west  of  the  axis  lust  described,  the  intervening  tract  which 
may  be  called  the  Middle  basin  is  much  narrower  than  either  the 
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eastern  or  western  basins,  and  as  will  be  inferred,  presents  only 
thofle  rocks  and  coal  seams  lying  next  above  formation  Xll.  This 
shallow  concavity  in  the  strata  is  prolonged  in  the  direction  of 
Btoney  river  towards  the  wide  area  of  elevated  land  in  which  that 
stream  originates,  and  which  as  already  described  is  overspread  by 
tiie  strata  of  formation  Xil.,  and  even  at  this  remote  point  the 
synclinal  or  trough-like  position  of  the  rocks  is  not  entirely  obliter- 
ated, though  here  as  well  as  in  the  soatfaem  prolongation  of  the 
other  basins,  displaying  only  very  gentle  dips. 

As  will  be  inferred  from  what  haa  been  already  stated,  between 
the  axis  just  described  and  the  summit  of  Backbone,  is  situated  the 
third  or  icestem  of  the  three  basins  described  as  intervening  be- 
tween the  front  ridge  and  Backbone  of  Alleghany  in  this  portion  of 
their  course.  This  western  axis  is  by  far  the  widest  of  the  three, 
as  compared  by  a  transverse  line  crossing  them  all  within  the  limits 
of  Virginia.  It  here  includes  the  waters  of  DifEicult  creek  and 
those  of  the  North  branch  from  its  sources  to  near  the  mouth  of 
Abraham's  creek. 

As  this  and  the  middle  basin  are  produced  by  the  two  great 
wrinkles  in  the  strata  before  described  as  commencing  east  of  Grab 
Tree  creek  in  Maryland,  their  width  and  the  depth  of  coal  I'ocks 
they  contain  continue  to  increafle  as  we  trace  them  south,  until  they 
attain  their  maximum  width  within  or  near  the  limits  of  our  state 
— and  thence  continuing  south  are  terminated  by  the  wide  area  of 
formation  XII.  lying  in  that  direction.  The  great  width  of  the 
western  basin  is  also  in  some  degree  due  to  the  great  flattening  of 
the  dips  of  the  strata  around  its  western  margin,  to  which  ^so, 
as  already  described,  we  are  to  attribute  the  nnion  of  the  Savage 
and  Alleghany  mountains  as  they  extend  through  Maryland,  to 
form  the  Backbone  of  Alleghany  near  and  within  the  Virginia 
line. 

With  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  the  two  axes  just  de- 
scribed, as  well  as  the  broader  and  more  important  one  of  the  Back- 
bone of  Alleghany,  were  continued  into  Randolph  couuty,  a  con- 
tiunous  series  of  observations  was  made  in  that  county  along  the 
Dry  fork  from  the  Horseshoe  in  a  southwesterly  direction  to  the 
eastern  slope  of  the  front  ridge  opposite  Petersburg  in  Hardy 
county. 

The  Backbone  axis,  trenched  deeply  by  the  Cheat,  exposes  in  the 
interval  between  Mill  creek  and  Black  water,  several  of  the  upper 
Appalachian  formations. 

The  lowest  of  these,  formation  VIII.,  is  well  displayed  along  the 
central  line  of  the  axis  a  little  south  of  Wolf  run. 

As  we  cross  the  strata  towards  the  east,  this  formation  dipping 
to  the  S£.  disappears  beneath  the  red  slates  and  shales  of  IX.,  which 
in  turn  gives  place  to  the  overlying  X.  and  this  to  XL,  the  calcare- 
ous or  lower  part  of  which  is  the  highest  rock  met  with  in  this  part 
of  the  route. 

This  limestone  belonging  to  formation  XL  first  shews  itself  about 
half  a  mile  east  of  the  mouth  of  Black  water  creek,  dipping  gently 
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to  the  8E.  and  thus  iDdicating  that  it  appertaiiiB  to  the  eastern  side 
of  the  Backbone  axis. 

Still  continuing  oar  soatheasterlj  coarse,  we  see  it  supporting 
the  heaving  strata  of  red  shale  forming  the  upper  portions  of  the 
formation,  gradaally  bending  in  a  troagh-like  form  so  as  at  length 
to  present  a  narthteestem  dip,  clearly  marking  the  continuance  of 
the  stractnre  of  the  westernmost  of  the  three  basins  before  de- 
scribed among  the  lower  rocks  in  their  prolongation  towards  the 
southwest  Gapping  the  bold  hills  through  which  the  river  here 
finds  its  way  are  the  massive  beds  of  formation  XII.  reposing  in  the 
form  of  a  very  shallow  basin  on  the  shales  and  limestone  just  de- 
scribed. 

Some  distance  higher  up  the  stream,  but  west  of  the  mouth  of 
Red  creek,  we  pass  ti^rongh  the  limestone  of  XI.  and  strike  upon 
X. — here  a  coarse  conglomerate,  and  forming  an  anticlinal  axis,  ob- 
viously the  feeble  continuation  of  that  formerly  described  as  inter- 
vening between  Di£Bcult  creek  and  Stoney  run,  and  separating  the 
middle  from  the  western  basin. 

Still  further  east,  we  have  another  synclinal  or  trough-like  roll 
of  the  limestone,  the  eastern  margin  of  which  crosses  the  Flanigan 
settlement  2  miles  west  of  the  mouth  of  Red  creek.  Of  course  its 
dip  here  is  to  NW. 

Succeeding  and  underlying  this  we  have  X.  and  IX.  which  arch- 
ing over  so  as  to  form  an  anticlinal  axis,  and  being  again  followed 
by  XL  lying  upon  the  east-dipping  X.  of  this  axis,  give  us  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  ridge  separating  the  waters  of  Stoney  run  and  Abra- 
ham's creek,  in  other  words,  that  which  separates  the  eastern  from 
the  middle  basiti. 

We  now  ascend  the  western  slope  of  the  front  ridge,  presenting 
east-dipping  limestone  overlaid  by  the  red  shales  of  XL,  and  reach- 
ing the  top«  we  find  it  occupied  by  a  shallow  synclinal  trough  of 
formation  XIL,  all  that  remains  qf  the  most  eastern  qf  the  three 
basins. 

Thus  are  we  admitted  along  this  route  to  trace  the  undulations 
of  the  strata,  which  give  origin  further  north  to  the  several  basins 
intervening  between  the  front  ridge  and  the  Backbone  of  Allegha- 
ny, and  to  obtain  confirmatory  evidence,  were  such  required,  of  the 
existence  of  the  structure  which  has  already  been  described  as  seen 
within  the  area  occupied  by  the  coal  rocks  themselves. 

Whether  these  axes  are  continued  much  further  to  the  south,  and 
there  develope  in  the  intervening  troughs  enough  of  the  overlying 
rocks  to  include  one  or  more  of  the  lower  coal  seams,  is  a  problem 
whi<^  can  only  be  resolved  by  the  exploration  of  this  portion  of 
Randolph  county  in  a  future  season. 

Eastern  or  Potomac  Coal  Basin, 

It  has  already  been  remarked  that  as  we  proceed  westwards  from 
the  margin  of  our  great  coal  region,  the  axes  of  disturbance  met 
with  occur  at  much  wider  intervals,  forming  broader  undulation?, 
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attended  with  more  gentle  dips.  This  well  marked  feature,  evident- 
\y  referrible  to  those  mighty  subterranean  movements,  whose  influ- 
ences were  most  powerfully  impressed  upon  the  yarions  groups  of 
rocks  occupying  the  Appalachian  region,  is  beautifully  illustrated  in 
the  comparatively  steep  inclination  of  the  strata  belonging  to  the 
most  eastern  of  the  minor  basins  now  under  consideration.  Nor  is 
it  nn  uninteresting  fact  that  the  depth  thus  given  to  the  basin,  even 
where  it  is  contracted  to  an  inconsiderable  width,  has  been  instru- 
mental in  conferring  upon  it  the  great  economical  advantages  it  pos- 
sesses. For  it  will  at  once  appear  that  by  this  means  the  bottom  of 
the  trough  was  rendered  sufficiently  low  to  admit  of  the  whole,  or 
nearly  the  whole,  of  the  rocks  appertaining  to  the  productive  coal 
measures,  lying  upon  the  central  or  deepest  parts  of  the  trough, 
without  towering  to  such  an  altitude  as  to  be  exposed  tc  the  de- 
structive torrents  which  have  robbed  so  large  a  portion  of  the  area 
of  our  coal  region  of  the  coal  seams  and  other  valuable  deposits 
once  spread  continuously  over  its  surface. 

Within  this  basin,  as  trenched  by  the  North  branch  of  the  Poto- 
mac river,  the  lofty  hills  on  the  Virginia  as  well  as  the  Maryland 
side  expose  to  view  at  various  points  the  lowest  of  the  coal  seams 
belonging  to  the  true  coal  measures,  and  the  principal  and  most  val- 
uable seam  appertaining  to  the  upper  group,  so  that  in  fact  they 
present  to  our  observation  at  once  the  entire  lower  and  the  most 
valuable  part  of  the  appsr  eoal  series,  as  formerly  distinguished. 

ThoMgh  striking  variations  are  met  with  in  the  thickness  and 
character  of  the  beds  interposed  between  the  seams  of  coal  at  dis- 
tant points,  and  though  the  smaller  and  lower  seams  are  seen  alter- 
nately thinning  out  and  re-appearing,  the  more  important  ones 
probably  maintain  sufficient  uniformity  of  character  and  thickness, 
to  be  identified  wherever  they  occur. 

At  least  five  seams  extend  throughont  this  part  of  the  basin,  the 
largest  of  which,  known  as  the  12  foot  seam,  occupying  the  highest 
position,  is  generally  found  near  the  summits  of  the  hills.  In  the 
vicinity  of  Westernport,  where  it  is  well  exposed  at  numerous  open- 
ingit,  some  of  which  are  on  the  Virginia  side,  its  elevation  above  the 
water  is  between  five  and  six  hundred  feet.  The  breast  of  coal 
which  it  exposes  varies  from  9  to  14  feet,  including  bands  of  date 
and  impure  coal  in  the  upper  3  or  4  feet.  It  is  a  Mmi-bituminous 
coal,  as  is  the  case  with  all  the  seams  of  this  and  the  other  ba- 
sins near  the  eastern  margin  of  the  cool  region.  From  its  great 
elevation  in  the  hills,  it  is  not  only  rendered  more  difficult  of  access 
than  the  lower  and  thinner  seams,  but  is  of  course  spread  over  a 
comparatively  limited  area,  and  is  moreover  in  some  cases  liable  to 
be  injured  from  the  insufficient  protection  of  the  strata  by  which  it 
is  covered. 

The  lowest  seam  in  this  basin  is  found  in  the  bed  of  the  Potomac, 
a  short  distance  below  the  mouth  of  Savage  river.  Above  it  rest 
heavy  beds  of  coarse  sandstones,  sometimes  conglom critic.  Ascend- 
ing the  river  above  this  point  we  find  the  coal  and  sandstone  grad- 
ually rising,  until  at  Brantzburg  the  former  is  seen  at  the  height  of 
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about  20  feet  above  the  water,  having  a  thiokness  of  2  feet  11  icohes 
of  good  coal. 

The  second  seam,  which  at  the  month  of  Savage  is  seen  near  the 
water's  edge,  though  not  exposed  imniediatelj  at  Brantzbarg,  is 
met  with  in  the  vicinity  liaving  a  widtli  of  about  20  inches. 

Below  the  coarse  sandstone,  as  well  as  immediately  above  and 
beneath  the  second  seam  are  beds  of  olive  and  greenish  shales  and 
sandstones,  containing  above  that  seam  a  band  of  rich  iron  ore  6 
inches  thick.  The  second  seam  here  referred  to,  thoagh  occurring 
at  other  points,  as  will  hereafter  appear,  gradually  thins  out  as  we 
trace  the  basin  towards  the  south,  and  ia  wanting  in  the  basins  lying 
west  of  that  now  under  consideration. 

The  third  seam,  known  as  the  6  foot  seam,  is  well  exposed  near 
the  mouth  of  Savage,  in  the  slide,  at  a  height,  according  to  our 
measurements,  of  156  feet  above  the  river.  At  Brantzburg,  the  in- 
tervening rocks  having  become  much  thinner,  its  heigbt  is  only 
about  76  feet.  At  this  point  the  seam  is  divided  into  two  parts  by 
a  band  of  slate  6  inches  wide,  leaving  8  feet  6  inches  of  good  coid 
below,  and  2  feet  11  inches  of  coal  above,  the  upper  6  inches  of 
which  is  slaty. 

This  seam,  from  the  quality  of  the  coal,  its  thickness,  and  its 
comparatively  accessible  position,  as  well  as  the  wide  area  over 
which  it  may  be  wrought,  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most 
valuable  in  the  basin. 

Above  this  there  exist  in  the  central  parts  of  the  basin  from  2 
to  8  other  seams,  known  as  the  5,  8  and  12  foot  seams,  the  latter 
of  which  from  its  general  exposure  near  the  tops  of  the  high  hills,  is 
the  best  known.  Of  the  constancy  of  the  occurrence  of  the  5  and  8 
foot  seams,  farther  observations  are  required  before  an  opinion  can 
be  given.  The  exposures  in  which  these  seams  are  reputed  to  dis- 
play themselves  are  few  in  number,  and  have  as  yet  been  imperfect- 
ly connected  with  the  upper  and  lower  seams,  but  the  subject  is  of 
such  importance  as  to  justify  special  explorations,  with  the  view  of 
deciding  upon  their  position  and  character. 

As  we  proceed  up  the  North  branch  from  Brantzburg,  seam  (No. 
1)  is  seen  at  short  intervals  on  both  ndes  of  the  river,  but  affords  no 
good  opportunity  of  examination  on  the  Virginia  side  before  reach- 
ing the  estate  of  Mr.  Samuel  Harvey,  about  6  miles  below  the  mouth 
of  Abraham's  creek.  Here  it  displays  a  thickness  of  2^  feet,  and 
lies  at  a  height  above  the  river  of  14  feet,  this  interval  being  occu- 
pied by  8  feet  of  argillaceous  shales,  immediately  underlying  the 
coal,  and  6  feet  of  slabby  sandstones  of  an  olive  colour  extending  to 
the  margin  of  the  river. 

Higher  up  the  hill,  seam  (No.  2)  is  exposed  with  a  thickness  of  2 
feet  2  or  8  inches,  and  at  a  level  75  feet  above  the  former.  This 
intervening  space  is  occupied  by  80  feet  of  shales  resting  on  45  feet 
of  sandstone,  through  which  in  some  places  there  runs  a  band  of 
slate  containing  good  iron  ore,  at  some  points  18  inches  in  thickness, 
though  Tery  variable,  and  thinning  out  with  the  enclosing  slate. 

On  the  Maryland  side  a  short  distance  below  this,  seam  (No.  1) 
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is  sbewn,  sometimes  separated  from  the  oyerl^iag  sandstones  by  a 
band  of  shales  of  verj  variable  thickness,  containing  iron  ore  of  fine 
quality,  in  some  places  as  mach  as  8  inches  in  thickness.  Above 
this  exposure,  and  higher  up  than  the  level  at  which  No.  2,  not  seen 
at  this  point,  ought  to  occur,  a  rich  nodular  ore  occnrs  in  consid- 
erable quantity  interspersed  in  shales. 

At  Wilson^s  mill,  about  2  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Abraham^s 
oreek,  the  sandstone  overlying  (No.  I)  presents  frequent  undula- 
tions, but  with  a  prevailing  dip  towards  the  6£.,  indicating  a  posi- 
tion rather  west  of  the  central  line  of  the  basin.  Though  it  does 
not  rise  high  enough  lust  at  this  point  to  expose  the  ooa^  it  brings 
to  view  the  band  of  slate  before  mentioned  as  occurring  at  Harvey's 
lower  down  the  river,  and  containing  as  there  rich  nodular  iron  ore, 
the  nodules  varying  from  one  to  twelve  inches  in  diameter.  The 
shales  overlying  this  and  separating  it  from  seam  (No.  2)  are  sili- 
ceous, coarse,  and  lead  coloured,  and  abound  in  iron  ore,  rich  but 
of  a  coarse  texture.    Seam  (No.  2)  is  too  thin  to  be  worth  working. 

On  the  hill  side  near  the  mill,  (No.  8)  crops  ont  and  the  same 
seam  has  been  opened  on  the  Maryland  side  at  an  equal  elevation* 
It  is  between  4  and  5  feet  in  thickness. 

Higher  up  the  river  (No.  2)  is  repeatedly  seen  from  10  to  12 
inches  thick,  and  slaty.  The  shales  both  above  and  below  contain 
the  nodular  ore,  the  nodules  in  the  former  being  sometimes  18 
inches  in  thickness. 

Above  Brantzburg  the  exposures  of  seam  (No.  8)  are  rare  in  the 
hills  along  the  river,  owing  doubtless  to  the  covering  of  debris,  but 
up  Abrabam^s  creek  a  seam  is  opened  which  is  inferred  to  be  (No.  8) 
from  its  elevation  and  the  rocks  adjoining  it  It  is  opened  abont  8i 
miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  and  again  several  miles  above 
at  Mr.  Vandover's,  where  it  is  reputed  to  be  from  4  to  6  feet  thick. 
The  same  seam  there  is  reason  to  think  occurs  on  the  western  flank 
of  the  front  ridge,  a  little  north  of  the  turnpike,  on  the  estate  of  Mr. 
Johnson  Covan.  It  is  here  near  the  eastern  outcrop,  and  having  a 
dip  conforming  with  the  slope  of  the  hill,  is  kept  too  near  the  sur- 
face to  be  well  preserved,  but  a  little  further  within  the  basin  there 
will  be  depth  enough  of  covering  to  afford  a  sound  coal. 

The  range  of  hills  intervening  between  the  river  and  the  front 
ridge,  and  known  as  the  river  hills,  are  generally  of  sufficient  eleva- 
tion to  contain  the  main  or  12  foot  seam,  except  where  interrupted 
by  deep  transverse  vallies  leading  to  the  river.  This  seam  has  been 
identified  at  numerous  points  both  on  the  Maryland  and  Virginia 
side,  between  the  opening  nearly  opposite  Brantzburg  and  Elk  Gar- 
den. The  latter  tract  is  situated  in  a  slight  depression  between  the 
river  hills  and  the  front  ridge  at  the  head  of  a  valley  which  as  it 
extends  northwards  becomes  so  deep  as  to  separate  these  hills  from 
the  ridge.  It  commences  about  2  miles  north  of  the  lower  road 
crossing  to  New  creek,  from  which  point  the  hills  are  seen  to  in- 
crease in  elevation  as  we  travel  south,  thus  tending  to  counteract 
the  rise  of  the  coal  as  it  approaches  the  southern  termination  of  the 
basin.    In  the  neighbourhood  of  Mr.  Yanmeter's,  they  reach  their 
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greatest  altitude,  and  thence  as  thej  continue  towards  the  south 
decrease  in  height  to  the  valley  of  Abraham^s  creek.  Here  this 
stream,  above  the  mouth  of  Johnny  Cake  creek,  cuts  through  the 
hills,  forming  a  little  south  of  the  turnpike  a  gorge,  to  the  south  of 
which  the  hills  are  too  low  to  contain  the  main  seam,  as  from  our 
near  approach  to  the  southern  extremity  of  the  basin,  the  lower 
seams,  the  only  ones  here  known,  are  raised  to  a  much  greater  ele- 
vation than  at  points  further  towards  the  northeast. 

Though  the  £lk  Garden  tract  overlooks  the  neighbouring  hills 
both  to  the  north  and  south,  the  gradual  rise  of  the  coal  in  extend- 
ing towards  the  south,  brings  the  main  seam  here  nearer  to  the 
summit  of  the  hills,  and  thus  contracts  the  area  over  which  it  can 
be  worked. 

From  the  mouth  of  Savage  to  that  of  Abraham^s  creek,  all  the 
seams  of  the  brisin  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  hills,  excepting  (No.  1), 
which  below  Brantzburg  lies  a  few  feet  beneath  the  water,  and  the 
only  diminution  in  the  value  of  the  tract  as  we  approach  the  south- 
ern of  these  two  limits,  arises  from  the  diminished  area  over  which 
the  main  seam  can  be  worked. 

On  the  estate  of  Mr.  Vanmeter,  situated  in  the  Elk  Garden, 
where  it  attains  its  greatest  height,  the  main  seam  was  examined 
along  its  western  line  of  outcrop.  It  consists  of  12}-  feet  of  coal 
with  a  covering  of  slate  3  or  4  inches  thick,  upon  which  rests  8  or 
10  inches  more  of  coaL  Between  6  and  7  feet  below  the  main 
seam  are  two  others,  the  upper  20  inches  thick,  the  lower  12,  sepa- 
rated by  6  or  7  inches  of  slate. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Mr.  Govan's,  the  front  ridge  presents  a  very 
gradual  descent  to  a  narrow  glade  bounded  on  its  western  aide  by  a 
low  hill,  near  the  summit  of  which  the  main  seam  occurs. 

This  is  a  short  distance  to  the  north  of  the  turnpike  and  near 
Abraham^s  creek,  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Shillingberger.  Lying  near 
the  top  of  the  hill,  and  having  little  or  no  dip,  it  will  be  workable 
only  over  a  narrow  area  in  this  neighbourhood,  but  will  no  doubt 
be  procured  in  a  sound  condition  by  driving  into  the  hill,  as  there  la 
depth  of  covering  there  sufficient  for  its  preservation. 

South  of  the  turnpike  this  basin  presents  but  two  seams,  viz: 
(No.  1)  and  (No.  S),  the*  intervening  thin  seam  having  apparently 
fined  out  in  extending  towards  the  south.  As  we  are  now  approach- 
ing the  margin  composed  of  formation  XII.,  we  are  of  course  to  look 
for  none  but  the  lowest  seams.  The  upper  of  these  (No.  8)  is. the 
one  chiefly  worked.  On  the  estate  of  Mr.  Eitzmiller,  situated  on  a 
branch  of  Abraham^s  creek,  one  mile  east  of  the  mouth  of  Johnny 
Cdke,  it  includes  3  feet  of  good  coal,  overlaid  by  18  inches  of  slaty 
coal,  and  covered  by  soft  argillaceous  shales. 

The  same  seam  has  been  opened  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Yandiver, 
just  above  the  mouth  of  Johnny  Gake,  where  it  is  3  feet  thick,  but 
impure  throughout,  and  having  near  the  bottom  the  appearance  of 
being  partially  ooked.  About  3  feet  above  the  seam  is  a  band  of 
slaty  coal  resembling  lignite.  This  is  a  very  usual  aooompaniment 
of  (No.  3.) 
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This  seam  has  also  been  opened  on  Abraham^s  creek,  5  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  Johnny  Cake,  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Micle.  It  is 
now  concealed,  but  said  to  yield  between  2  and  3  feet  of  good  coal, 
having  a  dull  surface  and  looking  like  cannel  coal.  Throughout  this 
part  of  the  basin,  as  might  be  expected,  the  dip  is  towards  the  NW., 
for  we  are  here  east  of  the  central  line.  A  seam  agreeing  with  this 
in  character  and  association,  and  no  doubt  the  same,  is  exposed  a 
short  distance  south  of  the  Moorefield  road,  both  on  the  east  and 
west  forks  of  Abraham's  creek. 

A  lower  seam  (No.  1)  is  also  met  with  towards  the  southern 
termination  of  the  basin,  but  has  not  been  explored.  At  Mr.  Van- 
diver's  it  has  been  found  to  be  good  coal,  and  is  situated  at  some 
distance  below  the  other  seam,  (JMo.  8, J  before  mentioned  as  occur- 
ring on  his  estate. 

As  already  intimated,  additional  explorations  are  yet  to  be  made 
in  some  parts  of  this  basin,  having  a  special  view  to  the  seam  or 
seams  next  beneath  the  12  foot  seam,  the  obscurity  of  the  exposures 
thus  far  met  with  having  precluded  any  decided  inferences  as  to  their 
position,  continuity  or  thickness. 

Middle  Buain. 

In  this  as  in  the  corresponding  part  of  the  last  basin,  there  are 
but  two  seams  of  coal.  These  by  the  associated  rocks,  as  well  as 
the  character  of  the  coal,  shew  themselves  to  be  the  same  with  the 
two  found  in  the  southern  portion  of  that  basin.  The  upper,  which 
is  every  where  the  thicker  seam,  has  been  opened  on  the  estate  of 
Mr.  Nevil,  on  Stoney  river,  about  2  miles  below  where  the  turnpike 
crosses  that  stream.  It  here  yields  about  8  feet  of  good  coal,  over 
which  lies  a  thin  seam  of  slate,  and  then  about  one  foot  of  impure 
coal.  Above  the  seam  is  a  very  thick  bed  of  sandstone  exposed  to 
the  height  of  20  or  more  feet,  a  seam  of  very  fine  grained  slate 
sometimes  coming  in  between  the  sandstone  and  subjacent  bed,  but 
not  uniformly  present.  As  a  general  feature,  the  rocks  of  this 
basin  are  remarkable  for  their  variability  in  thickness  and  composi- 
tion. As  one  instance  of  this,  I  would  cite  the  fact  that  only  one 
mile  further  up  the  river  the  seam  of  coal  jiist  mentioned  is  overlaid 
by  slates  and  shales.  At  this  locality  it  yields  about  2  feet  of  good 
coal,  over  which  is  about  18  inches  of  impure  slaty  coal.  At  a  still 
higher  level  occurs  a  vein  of  impure  iron  ore,  which  for  more  than 
a  hundred  yards  presents  a  uniform  thickness  of  2  feet.  It  is  how- 
ever a  rather  poor  one,  though  not  poorer  than  is  of  fen  worked. 
Upon  this  ore  rests  a  scam  (about  2  feet)  of  very  fine  grained  ho- 
mogeneous slate,  having  a  smooth  and  regular  cleavage  adapting  it 
either  for  roofing  or  writing  slates.  Eight  miles  above  this,  at  the 
falls  of  the  river,  this  seam,  or  rather  its  representative,  is  exposed, 
sometimes  consisting  of  2  bands,  each  about  a  foot  in  thickness, 
sometimes  divided  into  8  or  4  thin  seams.  Frequent  alternations  of 
character  are  thus  presented  in  the  coal  seams  as  traced  firom  point 
to  point,  a  band  of  slate  usurping  the  place  of  coal,  and  being  again 
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replaced  bj  that  material.  This  seam  has  not  been  found  on  the 
river  between  the  two  last  mentioned  localities,  but  it  must  occur  a 
short  distance  inland,  as  the  calcareous  rock  underlying  it  is  met 
with  at  several  points  on  the  river  intervening  between  these  lo- 
calities, clearly  indicating  the  existence  of  the  coal  in  the  hills  a  little 
removed  from  the  river,  though  aloug  its  margin  no  exposures  are 
to  be  seen. 

The  l<noer  seam  was  opened  several  years  ago  on  the  estate  of 
Mr.  CunniDgham,  a  short  distance  north  of  the  turnpike,  but  the 
caving  in  of  the  superincumbent  shales  prevented  any  examinations 
at  this  point.  The  seam  is  said  to  yield  irom  two  to  three  feet  of 
coal  of  good  quality. 

Eight  or  ten  feet  beneath  the  coal  is  a  band  of  impure  limeiUme 
two  or  tliree  feet  thick,  included  in  calcareous,  argillaceous  slates, 
and  occasionally  containing  nodules  of  iron  ore.  This  rock  has  been 
used  for  lime. 

About  three  miles  below  the  turnpike  on  Stoney  river  the  sand- 
stones and  slates,  identified  as  those  overlying  the  lower  seam,  are 
exposed  for  a  short  distance,  at  first  horizontally,  and  afterwards 
assuming  a  S£.  dip.  These  slates  are  beautifully  fossiliferous, 
abounding  in  ferns  and  other  vegetable  impressions,  and  moreover 
contain  two  bands  of  very  rich  iron  ore,  the  upper  varying  from  one 
to  six  inches,  the  lower  from  two  to  three. 

Higher  up  the  hill  the  peculiar  calcareous  rocks,  elsewhere  seen 
to  separate  the  upper  or  second  seam  from  the  lower,  are  slightly 
exposed,  consisting  in  part  of  a  quite  pure  limestone.  The  upper 
seam  may  therefore  be  expected  at  a  greater  altitude  in  the  hill  not 
far  above  the  limestone. 

Four  miles  above  the  turnpike  the  htter  seam  is  again  exposed, 
sometimes  divided  into  two,  each  about  a  foot  in  thickness,  the  sepa- 
rating material  being  a  thin  seam  of  slate.  In  other  places  the  in- 
tervening slate  expands  to  a  thickness  of  two  or  three  feet,  and  thin 
bands  of  the  same  material  appear  in  the  upper  and  lower  portions 
of  the  seam  dividing  them  into  five  or  six  thin  layers. 

The  limestone  underlying  the  coal  occura  just  at  the  river's  edge, 
exposed  to  the  depth  of  three  or  four  feet,  which  is  probably  its 
full  thickness.  It  is  of  a  dark  blue  colour  and  fine  grain,  more  ar- 
gillaceous above  than  below,  and  containing  nodules  of  pure  iron  ore 
near  the  bottom. 

This  seam  also  shews  itself  at  the  falls  of  the  river  7  miles  above 
the  turnpike,  consisting  here  of  several  thin  bands,  only  the  upper 
one  of  which  crops  out  from  beneath  the  bed  of  the  river.  It  is 
about  one  foot  in  thickness,  of  good  quality,  but  disposed  to  crum- 
ble. Of  course  the  underlying  limestone  is  not  exposed,  the  coal 
being  the  lowest  stratum  in  view,  but  it  must  occur  not  far  inland, 
as  the  dip  of  the  rocks  would  there  cause  it  to  crop  out.  Above  the 
coal,  ana  separating  it  from  the  calcareous  rock  hereafter  to  be 
mentioned,  are  shales  and  shaly  sandstones,  in  the  lower  part  of 
which,  and  immediately  over  the  coal,  is  a  rich  band  of  iron  ore 
four  inches  thick. 
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LimeBUme  'between  the  First  and  Second  Seam$. 

Wherever  in  this  basin  a  sufficient  depth  of  exposure  was  met 
with,  a  calcareous  band  of  rooks  was  found  to  intervene  between 
the  upper  and  lower  coal.  All  the  members  of  this  band  are  of  a 
light  lead  colour,  and  are  usually  calcareous,  though  assuming  the 
characters  of  shales  and  sandstones,  and  occasionally  of  gttUe  pvre 
limettaneSy  and  generally  including  one  or  more  seams  of  iron  ore. 
This  band  U  seen  imperfectly  exposed  on  Stoney  river  about  three 
miles  below  the  turnpike,  but  the  presence  of  iron  ore  in  it  could 
not  be  satisfactorily  ascertained,  from  the  obscured  condition  of  the 
strata.  Four  miles  above  the  turnpike  it  is  again  exposed  on  the 
river,  overlying  the  lower  coal,  and  separated  from  it  by  16  or  20 
feet  of  shales  and  sandstones.  It  here  abounds  in  a  rich  iron  ore, 
occurring  in  nodules  sometimes  eight  and  ten  inches  in  diameter, 
fine  grained,  homogeneous,  and  of  a  delicate  lead  colour.  Besides 
this  variety,  it  also  contains  another  and  coarser  kind,  quite  siliceous, 
and  having  the  aspect  of  a  poor  ore  when  freshly  fractured,  but 
upon  exposure  assuming  a  deep  ferruginous  hue.  This  is  irregularly 
distributed  in  the  shales. 

At  the  falls  of  Stoney  river  the  same  band  is  again  exposed,  with 
a  thickness  of  from  15  to  20  feet,  in  the  upper  part  siliceous,  in  the 
lower  shaly.  Here  the  coarser  variety  of  ore  predominates,  and  is 
found  in  great  abundance.  At  the  preceding  localities  the  rooks  in 
question  shew  themselves  80  or  40  feet  above  the  water^s  edge,  but 
five  miles  above  the  turnpike,  owing  to  the  rapid  rise  of  the  bed  of 
the  stream,  they  are  exposed  immediately  above  it,  but  too  imper- 
fectly to  ascertain  the  extent  of  iron  ore  included  in  them. 

At  the  falls  of  the  river  the  calcareous  band  rests  immediately 
upon  the  lower  coal,  whereas  at  other  localities  they  are  separated 
by  more  than  20  feet  of  other  strata,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  give 
any  rule  of  general  application  as  regards  its  distance  from  the  lower 
or  the  upper  seam. 

The  importance  of  this  band,  due  to  the  valuable  layers  of  lime- 
stone and  iron  ore  it  contains,  cannot  fail  to  suggest  to  those  inter- 
ested in  this  region,  the  advantages  that  may  be  derived  from  an 
examination  of  its  contents  wherever  it  may  be  exposed.  Nor 
should  it  be  forgotten  that  the  limestones  of  this  band,  as  well  as 
the  similar  rock  occurring  beneath  the  lower  seam,  are  of  sufficient 
purity  to  be  made  subservient  to  the  agricultural  improvement  of 
the  neighbouring  country. 

It  may  be  added,  that  at  some  points  the  micaceous  slabby  s»n<)- 
stones  have  a  cleavage  that  admirably  adapts  them  for  flagging  and 
similar  purposes. 

Western  Basin, 

The  coal  measures  of  this  basin  extend  high  up  on  the  western 
flank  of  the  ridge,  separating  Stoney  river  and  Difficult  creek,  and 
there  expose  a  coal  seam,  which,  by  compaiing  the  associated  rocks, 
has  been  identified  with  the  vpper  of  the  two  seams  described  as  oc- 
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cairing  in  the  last  basin..  No  openings^  howeyer,  hare  been  made 
on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  basin.  Judging  from  the  ontcrop  of  this 
seam  it  includes  about  two  feet  of  good  and  one  of  impure  coal.  As 
might  be  inferred  fh>m  its  lying  near  the  eastern  margin  of  the  basin, 
its  dip  and  that  of  the  enclosing  rocks  is  to  N  W.  6till  lower  down 
the  hill,  and  geologically  underneath  the  upper  seam,  the  calcareous 
band  is  exposed,  associated  with  iron  ore,  which  appears  by  infiltra- 
tion to  have  been  converted  into  peroxide. 

The  Uwer  seam  shews  itself  in  the  bed  of  Difficult  creek,  a  short 
distance  above  the  turnpike,  presenting  a  thickness  of  about  one 
foot  On  the  eastern  siae  of  a  bold  hill,  interposed  between  Diffi- 
cult creek  and  the  N.  branch,  we  meet  with  the  calcareous  band, 
and  at  a  higher  level  the  overlying  coal  seam.  Above  the  coal,  and 
forming  the  upper  part  of  the  hill,  is  a  considerable  thickness 
of  olive  drab  shales,  which  are  well  exposed  on  the  turnpike,  but 
give  no  indications  of  either  iron  or  coal.  Just  to  the  east  of 
the  North  branch  these  shales  are  seen  to  change  their  dip  from 
N  W.  to  SE.,  indicating  the  position  of  the  centre  of  the  basin.  It  is 
extremely  improbable  that  any  other  than  the  two  seams  already 
mentioned,  have  been  retained  in  this  portion  of  the  basin  on  the 
Virginia  side,  but  in  Maryland,  ascending  the  bold  flank  of  the  Back- 
bone from  the  North  branch,  one,  and  probably  two,  higher  seams 
occur.  Not  having  been  opened  their  thickness  is  unknown,  but 
should  future  explorations  prove  them  valuable,  it  would  be  advis- 
able to  search  for  them  fiirther  sonth  on  tlie  Virginia  side,  where, 
possibly,  through  the  less  denuded  state  of  the  surface,  they  might 
be  found  high  up  in  the  hills. 

Chapteb  8. 

Banns  of  Preston  and  Monongalia  Counties — Mount  Carmel  Basin 
and  Briery  Axis, 

The  Backbone  of  Alleghany,  west  of  the  last  of  the  three  minor 
basins  above  described,  is  a  broad  anticlinal  axis,  flanked  and  for 
the  most  part  capped  by  formation  XII.  Of  course,  therefore,  while 
the  conglomerate  of  its  eastern  slope  is  seen  dipping  gently  towards 
the  S£.  so  as  to  underlie  the  coal  measures  of  the  basins  immediately 
east  of  it,  that  of  its  western  side  presents  the  contrary  inclination. 
But  owing  to  the  short  interval  between  these  gentle  western  dips, 
and  the  recurrence  still  farther<to  the  west  of  eastern  ones,  the  beds 
of  formation  XII.  forming  the  shallow  trough  across  which  the 
Northwestern  turnpike  passes,  are  either  at  or  very  near  the  sur- 
face, and  thus  in  this  region  no  coal  rocks  are  seen  in  the  interval 
between  the  Backbone  axis  and  that  lying  next  west  of  it. 

This  shallow  basin,  however,  expands  and  deepens  as  it  extends 
in  a  northwesterly  direction  through  the  adjoining  parts  of  Mary- 
land, and  when  traced  into  Pennsylvania  is  found  to  be  identical 
with  that  described  by  my  brother,  prof.  H.  D.  Rogers,  as  included 
between  the  axes  of  the  Alleghany  and  Negro  mountains. 
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The  wide  region  of  broken  and  loftj  hills,  very  erroDeouslj  traced 
on  the  map  under  the  name  of  Briery  mountain,  where  traversed  hy 
the  Cheat  river,  displays  the  underlying  Appalachian  rocks  forming 
a  broad  anticlinal  axis,  comprising  the  formations  from  IX.  to  XI.  in- 
clusive, the  eastern  slope  of  which  forms  the  western  side  of  the 
basin  here  referred  to,  while  the  western  slope  exteuding  nearly  to 
the  Cheat  river,  directly  east  of  Kingwood,  becomes  the  eastern  mar- 
gin of  another  basin,  in  the  midst  of  which  that  town  is  situated. 

Of  the  eastern  and  western  limits  of  this  broad  tract,  occupied 
by  the  lower  formations,  and  in  which,  therefore,  the  coal  measures 
are  no  where  to  be  found,  the  several  subjoined  details  will  enable 
the  reader  to  form  a  correct  opinion. 

At  Mount  Carmel  and  along  the  valley  of  Rhine  creek  formation 
XII.  has  been  swept  away,  leaving  the  underlying  rocks  of  XI.  ex- 
posed. At  Mr.  SchaeflTer's  in  this  valley,  about  one  mile  to  the 
south  of  German  Settlement,  the  limestone  (XI.)  of  the  eastern  side 
of  this  basin  is  displayed  to  the  depth  of  from  20  to  80  feet  The 
rock  is  of  a  dark  greenish  grey  colour  and  quite  fcetid,  yielding  an 
impure  though  workable  lime.  No  traces  of  it  are  to  be  met  with 
on  the  turnpike. 

The  centre  of  this  basin  passes  througli  Mount  Carmel,  where 
the  limestone  is  exposed.  The  upper  beds  of  the  same  rock  are  also 
seen  a  short  distance  to  the  SW.  of  the  village  on  the  cross  road 
leading  to  the  Kingwood  road.  It  is  here  underlaid  by  a  sandy 
limestone,  adjoining  which  the  upper  bed  is  impure;  though  still 
higher  it  is  of  great  purity.  Near  this  the  vpper  part  of  the  latter 
limestone  is  seen,  consisting  of  rock  of  very  good  quality.  One  mile 
to  the  SW.  of  Mount  Carmel  the  lotter  part  of  the  louer  lime$tone 
displays  itself  of  a  delicate  greenish  drab  colour,  and  one  fourth  of 
a  mile  still  more  towards  the  west,  as  we  approach  the  mouth  of 
Salt  Lick,  we  pass  out  of  the  limestone  and  enter  the  next  forma- 
tion (X.),  west  of  which  we  come  upon  IX.  which  continues  to  the 
mouth  of  Salt  Lick. 

In  the  vicinity  of  German  Settlement,  on  the  summit  of  a  high 
hill  on  the  northern  side  of  Rhine,  is  the  outcrop  of  a  body  of  iron 
ore  of  superior  quality.  It  occurs  on  the  surface  over  a  wide  area 
in  large  fragments,  and  is  aUo  found  a  short  distance  beneath. 
These  fragments  are  evidently  in  place,  and  are  portions  of  a  bed 
which  occurs  near  the  surface,  in  the  upper  part  of  /ormation  XI. 

The  conglomerate  of  the  western  side  of  the  basin  is  seen  i  mile 
to  the  east  of  where  the  road  crosses  Snowy  creek.  It  is  here  very 
irregular  in  its  line  of  outcrop,  owing  to  great  inequality  of  denuda- 
tion, and  forms  a  low  hill  which  both  to  the  north  and  south  of  the 
road  rises  to  a  much  greater  elevation.  This  high  ground  termi- 
nates to  the  north  of  the  valley  of  Rhine  creek,  where  the  under- 
lying rocks  are  exposed. 

The  lowest  formation  seen  in  the  Briery  axis,  south  of  the  Piney 
swamp  country,  is  IX.  On  the  Uniontown  road  leading  through 
Mount  Vernon,  the  conglomerate  of  the  eastern  side  of  this  axis 
appears  not  far  to  the  west  of  Herndon  creek,  and  its  line  of  out- 
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orop  which  is  here  quite  irregular,  is  for  8  or  4  miles  nearlj  coin- 
cident With  the  state  line,  encroaching  a  little  on  the  Virginia  side. 

This  axis  is  denuded  into  irregular  lines  of  hills,  all  of  which 
attain  a  nearlj  equal  height,  viz:  about  1600  feet  above  the  level  uf 
the  Cheat  river  opposite  Kingwood. 

The  limestone  of  XI.  of  the  western  side  of  this  axis  is  exposed 
half  a  mile  west  of  the  Uniontown  road,  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Cliris- 
tian  Smith,  in  the  valley  of  Roaring  creek.  At  this  place  only  about 
8  or  10  feet  of  it  are  seen,  consisting  of  fine  grained  dark  and  light 
grey  limestones  of  excellent  quality. 

Where  the  axis  is  crossed  by  the  Uniontown  road,  formation  X. 
is  not  met  with  in  mass,  hut  fragments  of  its  olive  colonred  con- 
glomerate hestrew  the  surface.  On  the  Kingwood  road,  however, 
formation  X.  of  the  eastern  side  of  the  axis  comes  in  view  a  short 
distance  west  of  Snowy  creek,  presenting  of  course  a  southeastern 
dip.  On  the  creek,  and  therefore  east  of  X.,  the  limestone  of  XL 
makes  its  appearance. 

On  the  fsestem  side  of  the  axis  the  limestone  is  exposed  at  many 
places  south  of  the  Kingwood  road,  and  both  its  vpper  and  lower 
divisions  are  seen  about  4  miles  from  the  road  in  the  same  direction. 
The  former  consists  near  the  top  of  a  fine  grained  dark  bluish  grey 
limestone,  in  the  middle  of  a  similar  rook  having  a  light  grey  colour, 
and  at  hottom  of  a  dull  bluish  rock  less  pure  than  either  of  the  pre- 
ceding. The  latter  is  of  a  liglit  grey  colour  and  very  pure,  and 
judging  hy  the  fragments  seen  around,  is  underlaid  by  the  usual  bed 
of  sandy  limestone.  Both  the  upper  and  lower  limestones  are  fre- 
quently exposed  between  this  and  where  the  Cheat  passes  through 
the  axis,  and  along  this  deep  trench  in  the  mountain  it  displays  itself 
in  a  bold  escarpment. 

At  Everlie's  mill  on  Muddy  creek,  the  limestone  of  the  western 
side  of  the  axis  is  met  with  of  a  deep  blue  above  and  a  light  grey 
below,  and  throughout  homogeneous  and  rich.  It  here  rests  upon 
a  red  sandy  limestone  or  calcareous  sandstone,  llie  Pine  swamp 
region  is  made  up  of  the  rocks  of  formation  XL,  the  limestone  gen- 
erally at  the  surface.  The  most  eastern  exposure  of  the  limestone 
of  the  western  side  of  the  axis  is  on  or  very  near  the  state  line. 
About  half  a  mile  east  of  this  line  formation  X.  comes  in  view. 

The  limestone  of  the  eastern  side  of  the  axis  is  extensively  ex- 
posed on  the  Youghioganey  at  the  mouth  of  Hoy's  run  in  Mary- 
land. It  is  of  a  deep  blue  colour,  impure  and  slaty,  and  highly  fos- 
siliferous. 

Opposite  Kingwood  the  western  boundary  of  the  conglomerate 
is  2  miles  east  of  Cheat  river.  Further  north  the  eastern  boundary 
of  the  conglomerate  is  1^  miles  east  of  where  the  road  crosses  Roar- 
ing creek. 

This  axis  is  cut  tbrough  by  the  Toughoganey,  which  leaves  it 
not  far  above  the  mouth  of  Bear  creek.  To  the  north  of  this,  the 
main  central  ridge  of  the  axis  is  known  as  Negro  mountain,  and  the 
western  ridge,  which  is  the  continuation  of  the  Briery  mountain  of 
Virginia,  is  called  Winding  ridge.  This  ridge  is  capped  by  the  con- 
16 
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glomerate  of  XII.,  the  western  boundary  of  which  is  li  milea  to  the 
east  of  Petersburg. 

To  the  south  of  where  Cheat  river  leaves  this  axis,  it  is  divided 
into  two  bold  ridges ;  the  eastern  one,  that  which  jon  descend  in 
going  from  Mount  Carmol  to  the  river,  is  known  as  Cheat  moun- 
tain. No.  X.  is  exposed  near  its  summit,  8  miles  southwest  of  Mount 
Carmel. 

It  is  impossible  to  define  the  western  boundary  of  the  conglom- 
erate on  the  summit  of  this  mountain,  as  there  is  a  wide  area  to  the 
west  of  Mount  Carmel,  without  exposure,  being  a  flat  country,  the 
soil  of  which  is  rich  in  the  pebbles  of  the  conglomerate  of  XII., 
leaving  no  doubt  of  that  formation  being  almost  immediately  be- 
neath  the  surface  and  in  a  horizontal  position.  In  the  centre  of  the 
axis,  which  is  at  Hooton's,  the  rocks  of  IX.  are  thin  and  large,  and 
interstratitied  with  olive  shales  like  those  of  No.  YIII. 

The  ridge  made  up  of  the  western  side  of  the  axis  is  known  as 
Laurel  mountain.  The  eastern  boundary  of  the  conglomerate  dip- 
ping W.,  flanking  and  capping  it,  is  2i  miles  W.  of  the  mouth  of 
Big  Buffaloe. 

The  limestone  of  XL  is  slightly  exposed  on  the  eastern  flank  of 
this  mountain,  2  miles  W.  of  the  mouth  of  Big  Buffaloe.  It  is 
argillaceous,  and  of  a  dingy  grey  colour,  but  bums  into  a  workable 
lime. 

Chaptbb  4. 

KingtDood  Basin  and  Kingwood  Aons,  the  same  as  the  Laurel  Bill 
Axis  of  Pennsylvania, 

West  of  the  Briery  axis,  just  described,  there  occurs  a  narrow 
though  important  basin,  including  coal  seams  and  other  valuable 
deposits,  whose  boundary  on  the  west  is  formed  by  a  low  and  gentle 
axis,  the  continuation  of  that  described  by  professor  H.  D.  Rogers 
as  the  Laurel  Hill.  On  looking  at  the  map,  it  will  be  perceived  that 
after  crossing  the  Cheat  river,  the  Briery  mountain  is  represented  as 
pursuing  a  N£.  course  for  about  10  miles,  and  then  taking  a  direc- 
tion due  north  to  the  head  of  Little  Sandy  creek  in  Preston  county, 
after  which  it  again  assumes  its  northeastern  bearing,  passing  into 
Pennsylvania,  where,  some  distance  north  of  Smithfield,  it  is  known 
as  Laurel  Hill.  By  the  delineation  thus  presented,  the  false  impres- 
sion is  likely  to  be  made  that  the  whole  of  this  winding  tract  of 
highlands  constitutes  in  reality  one  range  or  axis,  while  in  fact  it 
comprises  two.  The  eastern  or  Briery  axis  has  already  been  de- 
scribed as  following  the  direction  indicated  on  the  map,  from  the 
Cheat  river  to  Pine  swamp,  passing  through  and  a  little  west  of  the 
latter  tract  in  the  prolongation  of  the  same  northeastern  line,  and 
following  the  direction  of  the  Youghoganey  towards  Selby's  Port, 
so  as  to  pass  a  little  east  of  Smithfield  on  the  National  road  in 
Pennsylvania,  a  few  miles  north  of  the  state  line.  Throughout  much 
of  this  tract,  the  denuding  agencies  have  cut  down  this  elevated 
region  into  a  scries  of  hills  or  knobs,  so  as  to  present  but  little  indi- 
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cations  in  the  topography  of  the  regalar  coarse  of  the  axis  here 
referred  to. 

The  western  axis,  of  which  on  the  map  a  small  portion  is  deline- 
ated near  the  NE.  corner  of  Preston  county,  is  in  reality  continued 
in  a  southwesterly  direction  a  little  west  of  King  wood,  and  forms, 
AS  already  stated,  the  western  houndary  of  the  basin  of  which  I  am 
about  to  treat.  The  ridge  delineated  as  connecting  the  two  axes,  in 
a  north  and  south  direction,  a  little  west  of  the  Preston  line,  is  in 
fact  a  part  of  this  hasitk,  occupied  by  comparatively  high  ground, 
and  comprising  the  coal  measures  intervening  between  the  two  axes 
just  described.  I  have  been  thus  particular  in  correcting  the  erro- 
neous impressions  likely  to  be  produced  by  an  inspection  of  the 
map,  from  a  wish  to  convey  to  the  reader  a  clear  conception  of  the 
region  in  the  present  instance  so  falsely  indicated  by  the  topography 
laid  down  on  our  map,  and  from  a  conviction  that  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  this  description  furnishes  the  only  guide  to  sure  and  suc- 
cessful research. 

The  following  data  will  serve  to  indicate  the  course  and  bounda- 
ries of  this  basin,  as  well  as  to  illustrate  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
valuable  materials  which  it  includes : 

North  of  Kingwood,  the  conglomerate  of  XII.  is  but  slightly 
exposed  on  the  summit  of  this  western  ridge,  (Kingwood  axis,)  and 
is  rarely  seen  in  place  over  an  extensive  area.  On  the  Brandonville 
and  Selby^s  Port  road,  6  miles  from  the  latter  and  2  miles  east  of 
the  junction  of  this  and  the  Crab  Orchard  road,  (vide  map,)  it  is 
seen  in  tabular  masses,  but  does  not  here  form  a  distinct  ridge,  the 
coal  rocks  rising  to  an  equal  elevation.  It  may  thence  be  traced 
through  a  point  li  miles  west  of  Muddy  creek  on  the  Bracdonville 
road,  and  across  the  Cheat  a  short  distance  above  the  mouth  of 
Laurel  run. 

The  limestone  of  formation  XI.,  underlying  the  conglomerate  of 
the  eastern  side  of  this  axis,  rises  above  the  water's  edge  on  the 
Cheat,  about  i  mile  below  the  mouth  of  Laurel  run,  and  continues 
in  view  for  about  half  a  mile.  Including  the  interstratified  argilla- 
ceous shales,  it  is  here  about  80  feet  thick,  the  upper  50  or  60  of 
which  consists  of  a  deep  blue  and  bluish  grey  rock,  highly  bitumi- 
nous and  fossiliferous,  and  largely  interstratified  with  soft;  argilla- 
ceous shales,  and  sometimes,  though  rarely,  with  pinkish  calcareous 
bands.  The  lower  15  or  20  feet  include  light  grey  and  bluish  fine 
grained  limestones,  very  rich  in  lime,  frequently  displaying  the 
oolitic  structure.  Associated  with  these  lower  bands,  we  find  layers 
of  a  dark  lead  colour,  presenting  a  strong  ferruginous  stain  where 
weathered.  This  variety,  as  will  hereafter  be  seen,  yields  a  good 
hydraulic  lime. 

About  }  of  a  mile  below  the  mouth  of  Laurel  run,  the  limestone 
ceases  to  be  exposed,  and  we  meet  with  fragments  of  coarse  sand- 
stone strewed  profusely  over  the  surface,  belonging  to  forma- 
tion X. 

The  limestone  of  the  western  side  of  this  axis  is  exposed  on 
Cheat  river,  }  of  a  mile  above  the  mouth  of  upper  Bee  run,  and 
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though  badly  displayed,  evidently  exists  in  a  large  body.  Mnch  of 
it  is  of  excellent  quality,  and  yields  a  superior  lime.  Overlying  the 
limestone  is  a  massive  sandstone,  slightly  calcareous,  and  varying  in 
colour  from  a  dingy  white  to  grey,  fine  grained  and  homogeneous, 
15  or  20  feet  thick.  The  red  slates  and  sandstones  of  the  upper  part 
of  XI.  are  also  here  slightly  exposed,  and  contain  iron  ore  of  supe- 
rior richness,  though  apparently  in  thin  seams. 

Two  miles  west  of  Kingwood,  the  conglomerate  shews  itself 
over  a  width  of  about  lot  a.  mile,  though  even  within  that  area  its 
depressions  are  occasionally  filled  with  the  shales  of  the  coal  meas- 
ures. It  does  not  occur  on  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  but  rather  to- 
wards its  eastern  side. 

As  it  extends  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  this  axis  opens  out 
and  at  some  undetermined  point  between  this  and  the  NW.  turn- 
pike, brings  formation  XI.  into  view.  Where  intersected  by  the 
turnpike,  it  forms  the  two  ridges  crossed  in  going  from  Evans- 
ville  to  the  Tygart^s  Valley  river.  The  most  eastern  of  these  ridges, 
known  as  the  Three  Fork  Hill,  presents  the  conglomerate  on  its 
eastern  side,  passing  out  of  view  with  a  gentle  southeast  dip.  This 
occurs  i  mile  west  of  where  the  turnpike  crosses  the  Three  Fork 
creek.  The  western  of  the  two  ridges,  called  Fort  hill,  is  flanked 
towards  its  western  base  by  the  same  rock,  here  of  course  inclining 
to  NW.    This  is  seen  2  miles  west  of  Tygart's  Valley  river. 

The  valley  between  these  ridges  is  made  up  of  the  upper  rocks 
of  formation  XI.,  but  they  are  not  sufficiently  developed  to  expose 
the  limestone. 

At  Kingwood  the  basin  is  6  miles  in  width,  but  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  £van8ville  it  is  much  wider.  At  the  same  time,  however, 
its  depth  does  not  appear  to  be  increased,  and  hence  unless  some 
important  change  in  this  particular  should  occur  as  it  extends  still 
further  south,  there  is  no  reason  to  anticipate  the  existence  of  any 
higher  seams  of  coal  in  that  direction,  than  in  the  part  of  the  basin 
lying  between  Kingwood  and  the  turnpike. 

As  far  as  this  basin  has  yet  been  examined,  it  contains  but  three 
seams  ofcoal^  the  two  upper  ones  alone  being  worked.  Of  the  low- 
est seam  but  little  is  known.  It  is  said  to  be  in  view  in  the  bed  of 
Oheat  river  at  very  low  water,  half  a  mile  below  the  Kingwood 
ferry,  and  was  slightly  exposed  a  few  years  ago  by  a  slip  at  Snyder's 
mill,  on  this  river,  resting  as  is  affirmed  upon  a  limestone.  It  has 
been  worked  only  at  one  locality,  but  the  opening  is  now  concealed. 
This  seam,  on  account  of  its  low  position,  will  only  be  accessible 
where  the  Cheat  river  cuts  through  the  centre  of  the  basiq.  Where 
formerly  opened,  at  the  point  alluded  to  above,  one  mile  below  the 
Kingwood  ferry,  the  shales  which  overlie  it  contain  ^V0  hands  of  rich 
iron  ore  within  the  space  of  four  or  five  feet,  the  lowest  band  occa- 
sionally four  or  five  inches  thick,  the  upper  ones  generally  about 
two  inches. 

The  middle  seam  generally  yields  from  two  to  three  feet  of  coal 
which  is  valued  for  fuel,  but  rather  too  sulphureous  for  the  forge. 
Being  more  conveniently  placed  than  the  upper  seam,  and  being  ex- 
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posed  on  both  the  eastern  and  western  sides  of  the  bashi,  it  is  very 
generally  mined. 

The  upper  seam^  wherever  met  with,  is  found  low  down  on  the 
flanics  of  the  hills.  Besides  a  general  examination  of  this  seam  in 
different  parts  of  the  basin,  particular  attention  was  given  to  its  ex- 
ploration, and  that  of  its  associated  strata,  as  displayed  on  the  flanks 
of  the  hills  bounding  the  Cheat,  where  peculiar  facilities  existed  in 
aid  of  our  investigations.  Where  this  seam  has  been  explored  by 
colonel  Fairfax  at  several  localities,  south  of  the  Eingwooa  ferry,  it 
varies  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  feet  in  thickness,  and  is  overlaid 
by  about  a  foot  of  slaty  coal.  Beneath  it  is  a  calcareous  rock,  the 
upper  two  feet  of  which  is  shaly,  but  the  lower  four  or  five,  com- 
pact and  tolerably  pure  UmesUme.  The  shales  overlying  the  coal 
abound  in  nodules  of  a  very  rich  iron  ore  of  a  delicate  grey  colour. 

The  same  seam  has  been  opened  at  various  places  near  the  river, 
but  owing  to  the  circumstance  that  the  mining  is  performed  in  the 
winter  only,  the  workings,  when  visited,  were  not  in  a  state  admit- 
ting of  satisfactory  examination.  Where  worked  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  Kingwood  by  Mr.  Price, 
the  seam  is  two  feet  six  inches  thick,  not  as  usual  covered  by  a  layer 
of  slaty  coal.  It  is  quite  sulphureous,  of  a  compact  texture  below, 
but  inclined  to  crumble  towards  the  top.  The  iron  ore  found  in  the 
overlying  shales  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  is  here  replaced  by 
nodules  of  impure  limestone. 

The  limestone  situated  beneath  this  seam  is  not  here  in  view,  but 
presents  itself  a  quarter  of  a  mile  further  south,  not  in  a  solid  stra- 
tum, but  in  nodulee  three  or  four  feet  in  diameter.  It  is  however 
rich  in  lime. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  west  of  the  ferry,  this  seam  is  worked 
by  Mr.  Kelso,  and  is  here  covered  by  shales  containing  rich  nodules 
of  iron  ore,  and  rests  upon  the  usual  bed  of  limestone.  It  is  seen 
near  8nyder^8  mill  with  the  limestone  beneath,  the  latter  said  to  be 
four  or  five  feet  thick,  and  of  a  character  to  furnish  good  lime.  On 
the  estate  of  Mr.  Crane,  on  Sypole  run  and  on  Muddy  creek,  the 
seam  is  divided  into  two  portions  by  a  band  of  slate  five  or  six  inches 
thick,  the  upper  portion  about  two  feet  wide,  the  lower  unknown. 
It  was  also  identified  at  several  other  localities  in  the  northern  por- 
tion of  the  basin,  but  the  exposures  were  too  partial  to  give  correct 
information  either  as  to  the  thickness  of  the  coal  or  its  character. 

On  the  western  side  of  the  basin  the  snme  seam  is  worked  on  the 
estate  of  Mr.  Higgins,  half  a  mile  west  of  Kingwood,  and  here  it  is 
but  18  or  20  inches  thick,  though  further  south  in  the  same  meridian 
it  expands  to  four  feet. 

The  upper  team  is  generally  mined  on  both  sides  of  the  basin,  on 
the  summit  and  high  up  on  the  flanks  of  the  ridges,  but  towards  the 
middle  of  the  basin  the  hills  are  rarely  of  sufficient  altitude  to  allow 
of  its  being  present.  Though  apparently  wanting  or  partially  re- 
placed by  other  rocks  in  that  part  of  the  basin  lying  to  the  west  of 
Kingwood,  it  is  of  general  occurrence  and  quite  accessible  in  posi- 
tion throughout  the  remainder  of  the  ba.«in.    {See  Appendix,) 
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The  coal  of  this  seam  is  generally  of  a  better  quality  than  that  of 
either  of  the  lower  ones,  bnt  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  de- 
scriptions, is  very  variable  in  thickness.  At  Mr.  Beatty's,  8  miles 
south  of  the  month  of  Bnfitalo  creek,  it  measures  about  4  feet^  in- 
cluding 8  or  10  inches  of  impure  slaty  coal.  It  is  very  compact,  ot 
a  dull  lustre,  and  striated  structure,  with  its  fracture  perpendicular 
to  the  StrisB,  and  breaks  with  difficulty.  It  is  much  approved  by  the 
blacksmiths.  One  fourth  of  a  mile  south  of  this,  where  opened  on 
the  estate  of  Mr.  Wolf,  its  quality  is  the  same,  but  its  thickness  is 
reduced  to  about  8  feet. 

Two  miles  SSW.  of  the  month  of  Buffalo  creek,  on  the  estate  of 
colonel  Fairfax,  the  seam  is  divided  by  a  band  of  slate  6  or  8  inches 
in  thickness,  inclusive  of  which  it  has  a  total  width  of  6  feet.  At 
Mr.  MurrelPs,  on  the  head  of  Deep  Hollow  run,  it  has  dwindled  to  a 
width  of  18  or  20  inches,  and  near  Snyder^s  mill  it  measures  about 
the  same.  At  the  former  locality  the  overlying  shales  are  very  rich 
in  fossils  in  a  fine  state  of  preservation. 

On  the  western  side  of  the  basin  opposite  Eingwood  this  seam  is 
much  thicker.  On  the  estate  of  Mr.  Higgins  it  measures  7  or  8  feet, 
including  the  interpolated  shales,  and  yields  about  6  feet  of  coal,  8 
of  which  is  in  one  uninterrupted  stratum.  Corresponding  to  this 
increase  of  thickness,  there  is  an  improvement  in  the  character  of 
the  coal.    But  the  expansion  here  described  is  quite  local. 

Limestone  of  the  Kinguood  Basin. 

The  coal  measures  of  this  basin  contain  8  bands  of  limestone. 
The  lower  band,  underlying  the  lowest  coal  seam,  is  expwedhutonee 
in  the  bottom  of  the  river  near  Snyder's  mill.  Its  character  and 
thickness  are  as  yet,  therefore,  matters  of  conjecture. 

The  middle  band  underlies  the  middle  coal  seam,  and  has  been 
already  alluded  to  in  the  description  of  that  seam.  It  often  attains 
a  thickness  of  4  or  5  feet,  and  fVom  its  purity  and  frequent  exposure, 
is  to  be  esteemed  a  valuable  resource  in  connection  with  the  agri- 
cultural improvement  of  this  region,  as  well  as  for  other  uses  to 
which  it  may  be  applied.  Should  its  powers  as  a  hydraulic  cement 
correspond  with  external  indications,  and  the  results  of  the  trials  I 
am  now  making,  it  will  acquire  a  new  claim  to  the  attention  of  those 
interested  in  its  development.  The  average  thickness  of  the  bed,  as 
examined  at  a  great  many  places,  is  about  4  feet.  It  is  usually  of  a 
light  grey  or  delicate  lead  colour,  fine  grain,  homogeneous,  and  pos- 
sessing a  very  smooth  fracture.  Though  often  largely  impregnated 
with  iron,  it  is  probably  never  so  much  so  as  to  be  unfit  for  mason- 
ry, to  which  it  has  been  frequently  applied  with  satisfactory  re- 
sults. 

The  tipper  band  of  limestone  is  found  between  the  middle  and 
upper  coal  seams  at  variable  intervals  l^om  each.  It  is  associated 
with  a  white  argillaceous  clay  and  shales  of  a  very  peculiar  charac- 
ter, analogous  to  those  met  with  in  a  similar  position  in  the  Hardy 
basins,  and  which  there  contains  iron  ore.    Here,  however,  the  ore 
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is  replaced  by  nodales  of  limestone,  which  are  sometimes  qaite  fer- 
nig^oas,  though  always  containing  a  preponderating  amount  of 
limestone.  In  many  portions  of  the  basin  these  nodales  are  replaced 
by  a  stratum  of  limestone,  frequently  four  or  five  feet  in  thickness, 
which  is  generally  exposed  on  the  hills  flanking  the  Cheat,  in  con- 
nection with  the  peculiar  clay  and  shales  before  mentioned.  On  the 
western  side  of  the  basin  the  clay  and  shales  are  wanting.  As  stated 
above,  this  band  varies  in  its  position  between  the  two  coal  seams, 
being  at  some  localities  60  or  60  feet  above  the  lower  seam,  while 
at  Mr.  Hagan's  the  two  are  only  separated  by  four  or  five  feet,  and 
on  Sypole  ran  by  eight  or  ten  feet.  This  and  the  middle  limestone 
are  so  much  alike,  that  it  would  be  difficult,  by  aspect  or  composi- 
tion, to  distinguish  the  one  from  the  other.  When  largely  impreg- 
nated, as  it  sometimes  is  with  iron,  it  bums  with  difficulty,  and 
slakes  slowly,  but  nevertheless  makes  a  valuable  lime.  From  the 
trials  now  in  progress,  of  which  a  partial  report  will  be  given  in  the 
sequel,  it  will  be  seen  that  portions  of  this  rock  form  an  admirable 
water  cement. 

Iron  Ores. — The  occarrenc^  of  iron  ore  has  been  alluded  to,  in- 
cidentally, in  describing  the  coal  and  limestone.  Besides  the  local- 
ities thus  referred  to,  several  others  will  now  be  noticed.  One  of  a 
very  superior  quality  occurs  on  Deep  Hollow  run,  a  tributary  of 
Muddy  creek,  near  its  junction  with  that  stream,  which  is  two  and 
a  quarter  miles  above  its  mouth.  The  band  varies  in  thickness  from 
three  to  twelve  inches,  and  apparently  over  a  wide  area.  Beneath 
it,  a  distance  of  three  or  four  feet,  is  a  calcareous  shale  containing 
nodules  of  impure  iron  ore,  eight  or  ten  inches  in  diameter.  It  may 
be  added,  as  imparting  high  value  to  this  ore,  should  it  be  found  to 
continue  of  the  requisite  thickness,  that  Muddy  creek  affords  a  suffi- 
cient fall  of  water,  and  is  proverbial  for  maintaining  its  stream  un- 
diminished throQghont  the  summer. 

A  very  rich  ore  occurs  on  the  sarface,  on  the  estate  of  Michael 
Hartman  in  the  Crab  Orchard :  the  fragments  are  strewed  on  the 
surface  over  a  wide  area,  and  indicate  a  continuous  vein.  It  is  fos- 
sUiferons,  of  a  dark  red  colour  and  very  pure.  Its  place  is  probably 
either  a  few  feet  above  or  below  the  second  coal  seam. 

The  shales  of  the  coal  measures  very'generally  contain  iron  ore 
in  small  nodules,  but  the  indications  do  not  favour  the  opinion  that 
a  large  amount  of  ore  is  to  be  met  with  in  this  basin.  As  near  Mor- 
gantown,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  great  coal  region,  the  shales  im- 
mediately sncceeding  to  formation  XII.,  were  found  very  rich  in 
ore ;  examinations  were  made  in  the  corresponding  strata  of  this 
basin,  without  discovering  any  decidedly  abundant  seam,  though 
small  bands  were  continually  met  with.  It  may  be  well  to  add,  thnt 
the  Bear  creek  furnace,  near  Selby's  Port,  was  formerly  supplied 
with  ore  from  these  shales,  which,  on  the  National  road,  east  of 
Petersburg,  appear  to  contain  a  band  of  valuable  thickness.  It  is, 
therefore,  by  no  means  improbable  that  further  investigation  may 
disclose  this  material  in  the  same  geological  connection  farther  south, 
in  safflcient  amount  to  be  economically  valaable. 
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Ohaptsb  5. 
PraUfn  Batins^  tceit  of  the  Kingwood  Basin^  and  Preston  AwU. 

In  Pennsylvania,  and  on  the  VirgiDia  side  near  the  state  line,  the 
axis  last  described  as  bounding  the  Kingwood  basin  on  the  west, 
constitutes  the  eastern  boandary  of  a  coal  basin,  which  is  bounded 
on  its  western  side  by  the  Chesnut  ridge  of  Pennsylirania  or  the 
Laurel  hill  of  Virginia.  But  as  this  basin  extends  south,  it  is 
divided  into  two  by  the  development  of  an  anticlinal  axis,  which, 
for  the  sake  of  distinction,  I  will  designate  as  the  Preston  axis.  This 
axis  was  not  recognized  farther  north  than  the  Morgantown  and 
Crab  Orchard  road,  which  crosses  it  one  and  a  half  or  two  miles 
east  of  Big  Sandy.  The  conglomerate  of  XII.  is  there  slightly  ex- 
posed on  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  and  also  at  its  foot  on  Sandy, 
though  the  flank  of  the  ridge  is  covered  by  the  coal  measures,  which 
at  this  place  are  locally  removed.  Between  the  mouths  of  Gum 
Camp  run  and  Big  Sandy,  the  rocks  of  X.  of  this  axis  are  exposed 
on  the  Cheat,  consisting  generally  of  a  reddish  grey  sandstone. 
Overlying  these  we  have  the  usual  reddish  grey,  fine  grained  sand- 
stones, very  obliquely  stratified,  internally  of  a  light  grey  colour, 
slightly  calcareous,  20  or  80  feet  thick.  Overlying  these  a  fine 
grained  limestone  is  slightly  exposed.  These  rocks  have  a  very  slight 
inclination  to  the  NW. 

This  axis  is  exposed  on  the  Morgantown  and  Kingwood  road  five 
and  three  quarter  miles  from  the  latter^  which  mcd^es  the  eastern 
basin  about  three  and  three  quarter  miles  in  width;  the  original 
basin  is  therefore  about  equally  divided  by  this  axis,  the  general 
width  of  each  being  about  four  miles. 

The  most  southern  exposure  of  this  axis  is  on  the  road  from 
Kingwood  to  Smithfield  in  Monongalia  county,  4(  miles  from  the 
former  place,  where  it  developes  quite  a  prominent  ridge.  On  this 
high  ground,  the  coal  rocks  are  very  irregularly  denuded,  and  in 
some  places  occur  on  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  though  the  conglom- 
erate IS  there  generally  exposed.  At  this  point,  the  eastern  of  these 
two  coal  basins  is  not  more  than  2  miles  in  width. 

But  little  is  known  of  the  coal  seams  south  of  the  commencement 
of  this  axis,  as  our  examinations  have  as  yet  been  confined  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Brandon ville.  At  this  place  there  occur  three 
seams  of  coal,  which  we  succeeded  in  identifying  with  those  of  the 
Kingwood  basin.  The  lowest  of  these,  as  in  the  Kingwood  basin, 
is  too  low  to  be  generally  accessible.  It  was  exposed  in  the  bed  of 
Sandy  in  making  the  examinations  necessary  for  sinking  the  sills  of 
the  bridge,  but  nothing  could  be  learned  respecting  its  thickness. 

The  middle  seam  is  most  generally  worked,  though  usually 
thinner  than  the  one  above.  Where  opened  near  the  bridge  over 
Big  Sandy  it  is  said  to  be  4  feet  thick.  The  coal  is  quite  sulphure- 
ous and  overlaid  by  a  highly  carbonaceous  slate.  It  is  also  quite 
variable  in  thickness,  as  will  appear  from  the  fact,  that  on  the  estate 
of  Mr.  Rhodobeaver,  one  mile  east  of  Brandonville,  it  measures  only 
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2  feet  9  inches.  Though  worked  in  nnroerouB  places  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  .Brandon'nlle,  the  condition  of  the  openings  which  are 
in  use  only  in  the  winter,  made  it  impossible  to  examine  the  seam, 
excepting  at  a  few  points. 

The  upper  seam  worked  at  a  higher  level  on  the  hills,  is  supe- 
rior to  that  of  the  middle  seam,  but  its  thickness  and  local  charac- 
ters remain  for  future  investigation. 

Limestone. — Between  the  middle  and  upper  coal  seams  is  a  band 
of  limestone  about  4  feet  thick.  It  is  of  a  dark  bluish  grey  colour, 
fine  grain,  smooth  fracture,  and  like  most  of  the  limestones  of  the 
coal  measures,  slightly  ferruginous.  This  band  has  been  quarried 
near  the  Bandy  bridge,  and  is  seen  on  the  estate  of  2lr.  Ehodo- 
heaver,  one  mile  east  of  Brandonville. 

One  and  a  half  miles  above  the  bridge  on  Big  Sandy  is  a  bed  of 
coarse  iron  ore  which  appeared  to  be  upwards  of  a  foot  in  thickness, 
and  a  similar  ore  is  associated  with  the  limestone. 

Whether  these  three  coal  eeams  are  contained  in  the  basin  after 
the  development  of  the  axis,  is  yet  to  be  determined.  That  portion 
of  the  basin  lying  north  of  Cheat  river  was  examined  as  minutely 
as  the  scarcity  of  openings  would  permit.  From  the  imperfect  data 
yet  collected,  it  would  appear  probable  that  the  upper  of  the  three 
seams  is  met  with  in  this  portion  of  the  basin.  As  occurring  on  Mr. 
Seaport's  land,  it  measures  4  feet,  and  presents  at  some  depth  be- 
neath, a  fine  grained,  homogeneous,  argillaceous  and  siliceous  slate, 
much  approved  of  as  an  oil  stone. 

A  limestone  of  good  quality  occurs  in  this  basin,  but  its  position 
in  relation  to  the  coal  seams  has  not  yet  been  determined.  On  the 
estate  of  Mr.  Walls  this  band  is  about. 4  feet  thick,  it  is  also  slightly 
exposed  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Gribblo.  In  the  Monongalia  Glades, 
if  report  be  true,  the  coal  seams  above  noticed  must  be  developed 
in  much  greater  thickness  than  usual,  but  on  this  subject  future 
observations  can  alone  enable  me  to  decide. 

Chapteb  6. 

Laurel  Hill  Axk—lU  Limestone  and  Iron  Oree. 

The  broad  elevated  tract  extending  from  Pennsylvania  into  Pres- 
ton and  Monongalia  counties,  in  a  direction  nearly  coinciding  with 
their  common  boundary,  and  which  is  described  on  our  map  under 
the  name  of  Laurel  Hill,  contains  another  and  the  last  important 
axis  met  with  in  this  part  of  Virginia.  As  followed  in  a  south- 
westerly direction,  the  dips  of  the  rocks  on  both  sides  of  the  ridge 
are  seen  rapidly  becoming  less,  and  the  axis  thus  flattening  out  soon 
buries  from  our  ?iew  the  Appalachian  strata  previously  exposed, 
while  the  ridge  itself  subsiding  to  a  less  and  less  elevation,  is  at 
length  entirely  lost  in  the  general  level  of  the  country.  Beyond 
this  point,  which  is  near  the  head  of  Field's  creek,  a  tributary  of 
Three  Fork,  there  is  in  reality  no  mountain  such  as  delineated  on 
our  map,  but  an  undulating  region  scarcely  to  be  distinguished  from 
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the  a^oining  tracts  on  either  side,  and  all  that  remains  of  the  orig- 
inally conspicnons  axis  is  merely  a  gentle  roll  or  hroad  wrinkle  in 
the  coal  measnrea,  of  too  little  force  even  to  bring  the  conglomerate 
of  formation  XII.  into  view.  Hence  more  correct  conceptions  of 
the  topographical  as  well  as  geological  features  of  this  tract  would 
be  imparted  were  all  that  portion  of  the  Laurel  Hill  laid  down  as 
extending  south  of  the  head  waters  of  Field^s  creek  obliterated  from 
the  map. 

The  few  details  annexed  will  serve  to  shew  the  position  of  the 
eastern  margin  of  the  great  coal  region  extending  from  the  western 
flank  of  this  mountain  across  the  valley  of  the  Monongahela,  but 
much  farther  exploration  must  yet  be  devoted  to  this  region,  before 
I  shidl  feel  prepared  to  enter  into  a  minute  description  of  its  struct- 
ure and  contents.  The  value  of  the  ores  and  limestones  associated 
with  formation  XI.  and  with  the  lower  coal  rocks  of  the  Laurel  Hill 
axis,  will  be  illustrated  sufficiently  for  the  present,  by  the  accom- 
panying descriptions  of  them,  as  seen  at  several  important  localities, 
as  well  as  by  the  details  of  their  composition  comprised  in  the  chem- 
ical division  of  the  report. 

The  upper  limestone  of  XI.  forming  the  eastern  side  of  this  axis, 
first  rises  above  the  surface  near  the  junction  of  Lower  Bee  run 
with  the  Cheat  where  it  is  boldly  exposed.  So  much  of  this  lime- 
stone as  is  here  in  view,  amounting  to  about  20  feet,  is  seen  to  con- 
sist of  rocks  generally  of  a  fine  grain,  smooth  fracture,  and  dark 
grey  colour,  though  sometimes  bluish  black. 

Between  the  upper  and  lower  limestone  are  about  80  feet  of 
sandstone  of  a  light  grey  colour,  less  calcareous  than  that  which 
usually  underlies  the  limestone,  and  wanting  its  diagonal  markings. 
Beneath  this  sandstone  is  about  4  feet  of  limestone  of  a  light  grey 
colour,  having  much  the  same  aspect  as  the  overlying  sandstone. 
Beneath  this  is  about  4  feet  of  a  less  calcareous  rock,  of  a  light 
grey  colour,  largely  impregnated  with  iron.  Beneath  this  we  en- 
counter the  gritty  or  sandy  limestone  with  the  characteristic  mark- 
ings running  obliquely  between  the  surfaces  of  stratification. 

The  limestone  of  the  eastern  side  of  this  axis  is  again  slightly  ex- 
posed at  the  quarry  of  the  Greenville  furnace,  in  a  gorge  of  the 
mountain  near  the  state  line.  These  are  the  only  exposures  of  this 
rock  as  appertaining  to  the  eastern  side  of  the  axis,  north  of  the 
Cheat  river. 

The  conglomerate  (formation  XII.)  of  the  eastern  side  of  this  axis 
shews  itself  about  }  of  a  mile  to  the  west  of  the  county  line,  where 
it  is  crossed  by  Laurel  run.  It  is  well  exposed  in  the  lateral  gorges 
of  the  mountain,  where  it  is  seen  stretching  at  a  gentle  angle  from 
the  base  to  the  summit.  It  generally  covers  an  area  from  f  to  1 
mile  in  width. 

On  the  summit  of  the  mountain  is  a  narrow  denuded  valley,  com- 
posed of  the  upper  part  of  XI.  The  denudation  is  not  here  deep 
enough  to  expose  the  red  shales  and  sandstones  of  this  formation, 
the  only  rocks  laid  bare  being  the  black  slates  which  immediately 
underlie  XII.    It  is  among  these  shales  that  the  ores  supplying  the 
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Henrj  Clay  and  Greenville  furnaces  are  found.  Tliese  ores  occur 
in  three  different  bands,  which  are  in  general  included  in  a  section 
of  20  and  always  within  80  feet. 

The  upper  or  eoitile  vein^  the  most  uniform  in  thickness,  varies 
from  8  to  15  inches,  and  having  but  a  slight  covering  of  shale,  has 
been  less  protected  than  the  lower  bands  irom  atmospheric  agencies. 
It  is  therefore  usually  found  in  a  decomposed  state,  the  whole  bed 
sometimes  presenting  the  condition  of  a  friable  shaly  oxide,  much 
valued  on  account  of  the  ease  with  which  it  works.  Occasionally 
it  occurs  in  nodules  merely  encrusted  with  the  oxide,  the  nucleus 
being  in  the  original  state  of  proto> carbonate. 

Beneath  this,  8  or  10  feet,  we  meet  with  the  middle  or  rocJc  zein^ 
generally  8  or  10  inches  thick,  though  varying  from  4  inches  to  3 
feet.  This  is  for  the  most  part  compact  and  undecomposed,  more 
uniform  in  character  than  the  other  veins,  and  in  general  rich  and 
fine  grained. 

Below  this,  at  a  depth  of  about  8  or  10  feet  is  the  lower  aein^ 
varying  from  2  inches  to  6,  and  averaging  4  inches.  This  is  usually 
coarse  and  siliceous,  and  chiefly  valuable  at  the  outcrop,  where  it 
has  been  decomposed.  All  these  ores  contain  vegetable  impres- 
sions. 

On  the  Eingwood  and  Morgantown  road,  9^  miles  from  the  for- 
mer place,  the  conglomerate  of  the  eastern  Hde  of  this  axis  is  ex- 
posed. The  Laurel  Hill  is  here  not  more  than  1  or  1^  mile  in 
breadth,  and  on  its  summit  irregularly  denuded  into  small  vallies, 
the  hills  being  capped  by  the  conglomerate  in  large  masses,  and  the 
top  of  XI.  slightly  exposed  in  some  of  the  valleys. 

The  conglomerate  of  the  weetern  side  of  this  axis  crosses  Cheat 
river  not  far  to  the  west  of  Quarry  run,  and  continued  southwester- 
ly, shews  itself  on  Decker^s  creek  at  the  mill,  passing  at  a  very  short 
distance  to  the  east  of  Clear's  furnace.  The  limestone  (XI.)  of  the 
western  side  of  this  axis  rises  above  the  surface  i  of  a  mile  east  of 
the  mouth  of  Quarry  run,  and  displays  itself  boldly  at  the  mouth  of 
Scott's  run.  It  is  also  exposed  on  Decker's  creek,  one  mile  above 
where  the  stream  leaves  the  conglomerate.  The  lower  6  or  8  feet 
is  of  a  light  grey  colour  and  very  pure;  above  this,  as  far  as  in 
view,  it  is  impure  and  slaty.  Still  higher  up  on  the  creek,  the  lime- 
stone of  the  eastern  side  of  the  axis  is  extensively  exposed. 

Isoir  Ores  on  Dsoksb's  Creek. — The  ores  met  with  above  the 
conglomerate  on  the  western  slope  of  Laurel  Hill,  and  of  which  use 
is  made  at  Mr.  Clear's  furnace  on  Decker's  creek,  may  be  considered 
as  occupying  two  general  geological  positions,  and  will  be  treated  of 
as  the  lower  and  upper  groups  of  ores. 

LowEB  Group  of  Ores. — ^In  the  lower  part  of  the  shales  un- 
derlying the  lowest  coal  seam,  two  bands  of  iron  ore  occur,  eoch 
about  a  foot  in  thickness,  and  separated  by  about  four  feet  of  shales. 
This  ore  from  its  slight  protection  is  generally  in  a  decomposed 
state,  consisting  chiefly  of  peroxide  of  a  loose  shaly  texture,  and 
therefore  the  more  easily  worked,  along  with  which  a  nodule  of  the 
original  carbonate  is  occasionally  found.    Beneath  the  lowest  of 


872 

these  two  beds  of  ore  is  a  white  sandstone,  4  or  5  feet  in  thickness, 
and  beneath  this  is  a  third  bed  of  ore,  generally  6  or  8  inches  thick, 
which,  having  been  defended  bj  the  overlying  strata,  has  escaped 
decomposition,  and  displays  its  original  character  of  a  compact  proto- 
carbonate.  A  few  inches  below  this  in  the  shales,  a  fourth  band 
occurs,  4  inches  in  thickness.  Below  this,  separated  by  shales  of 
unknown  thickness,  probably  not  more  than  8  or  4  feet,  occurs  a 
band  of  limestone  5  feet  thick,  portions  of  which  are  quite  rich,  bat 
the  principal  mass  impure.  From  this  stratum  is  procured  the  flux 
used  at  the  neighbouring  furnace.  This  group  of  ores  occurs  very 
extensively  on  the  western  side  of  Laurel  Hill,  where,  owing  to  the 
gentle  dip  of  the  strata,  being  at  about  the  same  angle  as  the  slope 
of  the  surface,  these  bands  present  themselves  over  a  wide  area  on 
the  western  flank  of  the  ridge,  where  they  have  been  traced  for 
many  miles.  As  would  be  expected,  owing  to  infiltrations  from 
above,  the  ore  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill  is  generally  richest. 

Uppeb  Gkoup  op  Obbs. — These  ores  occur  much  higher  in  the 
series,  beini?  above  the  second  seam  of  coal.  They  rest  upon  a  lead 
coloured  siliceous  and  argillaceous  sandstone,  and  are  overlaid  by 
siliceous  slates  of  the  same  colour,  which  being  the  first  rocks  of 
this  kind  met  with  above  the  second  seam  of  coal,  may  serve  as  a 
land-mark  in  searching  for  the  ore.  This  ore  is  very  variable  in 
thickness,  usually  occurring  in  large  nodules,  sometimes  fine  grained, 
though  gene^ally  coarse  and  siliceous,  occasionally  so  much  so  as  to 
resemble  a  coarse  sandstone  rather  than  iron  ore.  Indeed  it  fre- 
quently gives  no  indication  of  the  presence  of  iron  until  after  burn- 
ing or  long  exposure.  Like  the  ores-  of  the  lower  group,  it  is  ex- 
plored over  a  wide  area,  being  found  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
surface  from  the  base  of  the  hills  to  their  summits. 


SECTION  VI. 

OPERATIONS    OF    TEE  SUnVET   IS    THE   REGION   WEST    OF    THE 
GREENBRIER  RIVER  AND  IN  TEE  VALLEY  OF  TEE  KANAWEA, 

Chapter  1. 

EocJca  inferior  to  the  Coal  Measures  in  Meadow  Mountain^  Little 
Sewell,  de. 

Under  a  former  head  a  general  account  was  given  of  the  extent 
and  position  of  the  limestones,  shales  and  sandstones  of  formation 
XL,  as  they  are  widely  developed  along  the  eastern  margin  of  the 
coal  region  in  Pocahontas,  Greenbrier,  Monroe  and  Mercer  coun- 
ties. 

In  no  part  of  the  state  are  the  effects  of  denuding  agencies  more 
strikingly  evinced  than  in  the  district  here  referred  to.  The  wide 
tract  occupied  by  formation  XL,  instead  of  presenting  along  its  west- 
ern boundary  a  regular  escarpment  composed  at  top  of  the  conglom- 
erates and  sandstones  of  XII.,  is  here  intersected  by  deep  and  long 
valleys  connected   with  the  waters  of  Greenbrier  and  New  riv- 
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era,  between  which  arise  lofty  knobs  and  broad  ridges,  orowned  by 
the  conglomerate  at  their  highest  points,  and  which,  encroaching 
upon  the  intervening  valleys  as  we  trace  them  towards  the  south- 
west, coalesce  to  form  the  Great  Elat  Top  moantain  soath  of  the 
New  river. 

The  Little  Sewell,  Meadow  mountain  and  Keeny's  Knobs,  are 
composed  for  the  greater  part  of  their  height  of  the  shales  and  sand- 
stones of  XI.,  contuning  near  their  upper  boundary  a  thin  band  of 
siliceous  lime^ttone,  and  capped,  as  already  mentioned,  by  the  con- 
glomerate. All  these  rocks,  with  some  undulations,  display  a  pre- 
vailing gentle  dip  to  NW.,  and  underlie  tlie  strata  of  the  Big  Sewell 
mountain.  The  latter  consisting  of  shales  and  sandstones,  differing 
from  those  of  formation  XL,  and  containing  several  important  coal 
seams,  appears  to  owe  its  peculiar  characters  to  a  remarkable  ex- 
pansion of  the  strata  of  XIL,  here  including,  besides  the  usual  con- 
glomeritio  beds,  numerous  strata  of  slates,  shales  and  sandstones, 
the  latter  often  of  a  pinkish  colour.  As  before  remarked,  additional 
investigations  are  required,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the  New 
river,  to  ascertain  the  true  extent  and  character  of  tlii^  intermediate 
formation,  and  for  the  present,  therefore,  no  decided  opinion  can 
be  given  in  regard  to  these  particulars. 

As  an  important  preliminary  to  these  farther  enquiries,  the 
altitudes  of  many  of  the  principal  knobs  and  ridges  of  this  region 
have  been  ascertained  by  observations  with  the  boiling  point  ther- 
mometer. Among  these  are  the  Big  and  Little  Sewell,  Meadow 
mountain,  Keeny's  Xnobs,  and  the  Blue  Stone  and  White  Oak  moun- 
tains. By  continuing  these  measurements,  and  connecting  them 
with  observations  of  the  dip  and  character  of  the  strata,  I  feel  no 
doubt  of  being  enabled  clearly  to  elucidate  every  remaining  obscuri- 
ty in  regard  to  the  geology  of  this  tract.  The  interesting  question 
relating  to  the  great  expansion  of  the  rocks  underlying  the  coal  of  the 
Kanawha  valley,  acquires  peculiar  importance  from  the  considera- 
tion that  from  these  strata  there  ia  every  reason  to  believe  are  de- 
rived the  saline  ingredients  which  enrich  the  nomerons  salt  weUs  of 
that  enterprising  and  prosperous  region. 

Chapter  2. 

Sketch  of  the  Coal  Seams  and  other  strata  along  a  part  qf  the 
Kanawha  Valley, 

Not  designing  to  enter  into  details  with  respect  to  the  coal  re- 
gion lying  west  of  this  tract,  and  traversed  by  the  Great  Kanawha, 
in  much  of  which  our  researches  have  not  yet  been  completed,  I 
shall  merely  present  a  few  statements  descriptive  of  the  position 
and  characters  of  the  coal  seams  and  their  accompanying  strata  as 
developed  in  the  lofty  and  liberally  productive  hills  which  bound 
the  valley  of  the  Kanawha  between  the  falls  and  Charleston. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  details  that  for  a  distance  of  nearly  30 
miles^  viz :  from  a  point  a  few  miles  below  the  falls  to  Charleston, 
all  or  several  of  the  coal  seams  lying  beneath  the  black  flint  rock 
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formerly  alluded  to  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  slopes  of  the  lofty 
bills  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  So  great  a  prolongation  of  expos- 
ores,  displaying  the  same  division  of  the  coal  series  throoghont, 
could  not  have  existed  but  for  the  fortunate  occurrence  in  this  tract 
of  two  broad  undulations  or  axes,  retaining  the  strata  above  the 
level  of  the  river,  when  by  a  continuance  of  the  original  northwest- 
em  dips  as  displayed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  falls,  they  would 
have  been  carried  entirely  out  of  view  within  one  third  of  the  dis- 
tance along  which  they  are  now  exposed.  The  first  or  most  east- 
ern of  these  undulations  is  seen  to  commence  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Hughes^soreek,  the  strata  changing  from  their  northwestern  dip 
to  the  horizontal,  and  then  rising  as  they  extend  westwardly,  so  as 
to  present  a  southeasterly  dip. 

This  dip  continues  to  the  hill  between  Keller's  (Kelleys,  Ed.)  and 
Witcher*8  creeks,  where  it  is  succeeded  by  a  gentle  inclination  to  the 
northwest,  which  in  a  short  distance  is  followed  by  a  restoration  of 
the  southeasterly  dip.  The  latter  inclination  continues  to  the  Burn- 
ing spring,  gradually  elevating  the  strata  so  as  to  carry  the  lower  coal 
seams  to  some  height  up  in  the  hills,  after  which  the  counter-dip  to 
NW.  reappears,  and  continues  down  the  river  to  within  about  10 
miles  of  the  Ohio. 

The  following  details  relating  to  a  few  localities  will  serve  to 
convey  a  general  idea  of  the  positions  and  characters  of  the  several 
coal  seams  and  aucompanjring  rocks  as  they  are  exposed  to  view 
along  this  magnificent  natural  section. 

The  numerous  analogous  details  already  collected,  together  with 
various  researches  yet  incomplete  in  regard  to  the  topography  as 
well  as  the  geology  of  this  vdley,  will,  it  is  hoped,  hereafter  enable 
me  to  present  a  full  delineation  of  its  structure  in  the  accurate  form 
of  measured  sections  throughout  its  whole  extent,  while  the  chemi- 
cal details  relating  to  its  salines  now  under  examination,  as  well  as 
those  connected  with  its  coals  and  limestones,  of  which  a  partial  re- 
port will  be  made  in  the  sequel,  will  complete  the  interesting  scien- 
tific labours  devoted  to  the  development  of  its  resources. 

The  bills  on  each  side  of  the  Kanawha,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  falls,  are  made  up  of  coarse  sandstone  and  conglomerates  at  the 
base,  with  an  alternation  of  yellow  shales  and  slaty  micaceous  sand- 
stones. Immediately  in  this  vicinity  no  coal  is  to  be  seen,  but  in 
the  more  lofty  dividing  ridges,  back  from  the  river,  it  shows  itself 
at  various  places,  among  which  are  the  vicinity  of  Scrabble  creek 
on  the  north,  and  Cotton  and  the  other  high  hills  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river. 

The  conglomerate  forming  the  lower  strata  for  upwards  of  three 
miles  down  the  river,  disappears  at  the  termination  of  that  distance, 
giving  place  to  the  overlying  micaceous  sandstones.  About  five 
miles  below  the  falls  two  coal  seams  make  their  appearance,  but 
neither  have  at  this  point  been  worked.  The  upper  of  these  is, 
however,  more  favourably  exposed  for  working,  and  is  accordingly 
opened  near  Mr.  Huddleston's.  It  crops  out  a  short  distance  up  the 
creek  about  120  feet  above  the  base  of  the  hill.    It  is  a  compact  lus- 
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troas  coal  overlaid  by  a  pretty  heavy  bed  of  bine  shales,  and  resting 
on  yellow  shales,  neither  of  which  contains  many  fossil  impressions. 
The  lower  seam,  about  90  feet  below  this,  is  thinner,  and  the  coal 
is  not  so  good.  The  shales  above  it  are  extremely  thin  and  frag- 
mentary and  full  of  indistinct  impressions,  principally  ferns,  &c. 
These  bills  were  found  to  be  about  700  feet  in  height,  profusely 
strewed  at  their  base  with  fragments  of  the  black  flinty  rock  fonnd 
near  their  summits,  and  which  will  be  described  hereafter.  Two 
or  three  miles  further  down  the  river  both  of  these  coal  seams,  as 
well  as  the  entire  structure  of  the  hills  including  them,  are  more 
favourably  exposed  at  Smither's  creek  and  Ryder's  creek.     ^ 

Smith&r's  Creek, 

The  lowest  coal  seam  is  seen  to  crop  out  a  short  distance  up  the 
hill  from  the  road  side,  just  before  reaching  the  creek,  and  has  been 
partially  opened.  It  is  about  three  and  a  half  or  four  feet  thick, 
good  coal,  roofed  by  thin  bluish  shales  and  underlaid  by  yellowish 
shales.    It  is  also  worked  about  half  a  mile  up  the  creek. 

The  next  and  most  important  seam  is  opened  about  100  feet  from 
the  road  up  the  hill,  and  is  much  thicker  than  the  former:  it  is 
identical  with  the  high  seam  found  near  Huddleston,  is  upwards  of 
six  feet  in  thickness,  and  includes  three  bands  of  black  bituminous 
shales,  the  lowest  of  which  is  about  twelve  inches  thick.  The  shales 
over  the  coal  are  compact  and  blue,  remarkably  free  from  vegetable 
impressions.  Those  below  are  yellow,  and  contain  culmiferous  and 
arundinaceous  plants.  Above  this  seam  there  are  appearances  of 
two  other  seams.  Their  tails  are,  however,  extremely  thin,  and 
little  attention  has  yet  been  bestowed  upon  them.  About  hidf  a 
mile  below  the  creek  the  main  seam  has  been  extensively  worked 
by  Mr.  Stockton,  and  also  below  at  Ryder's  creek  by  Mr.  Hervey. 
The  foUowing  sections  will  furnish  a  knowledge  of  the  structures 
and  relations  of  these  coal  seams. 

Section  at  Stockton's  steam  mill  half  a  mile  below  Smither's 
creek,  commencing  at  the  lowest  stratum  : 

1.  Grey  Mica,  shales  and  slaty  sandstones. 

2.  Grey  shaJes. 

8.  Limestone,  compact  bluish  grey,  fossil,  stems,  &c.,  two  feet 
eight  inches. 

4.  Yellow  shales. 

5.  Narrow  seam  of  coaL 

6.  Yellow  micaceous  sandstone. 

7.  Yellow  shales,  containing  impressions  of  culmiferous  and 
arundinaceous  plants  embedded  obliquely  in  the  mass. 

8.  Fine  clay,  yellowish  grey,  extremely  plastic  and  tenacious, 
two  feet. 

9.  Goal  seven  feet,  containing  three  seams  of  slate,  lowermost 
one  foot  above  the  floor  of  the  coal,  about  three  inches  thick. 

10.  Blue  shales,  containing  but  few  impressions,  and  those  of 
stems  principally,  and  disseminated  masses  of  argil,  iron,  &c. 
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11.  Slatj  shales  and  micaceous  sandstones. 

12.  Coal  shales,  and  traces  of  a  very  thin  seam. 

13.  Moderately  coarse  grained  sandstone. 

14.  Brownish  shales  and  slaty  sandstone. 

15.  Traces  of  coal. 

16.  Bluish  calcareous  shales,  few  impressions,  shells,  && 

17.  Black  flint  rock  disposed  in  laminso  from  four  to  ten  inches 
thick,  seven  feet  thick. 

18.  Coarse  grained  yellow  sandstone,  helow  in  heavy  beds,  above 
more  slabby.  This  latter  constitutes  the  capping  of  the  hill.  The 
general  dip  of  the  rocks  is  pretty  aniformly  to  N  W.  about  2°. 


Eyder's  Oreeh, 

A  similar  section,  made  at  this  point,  presented  precisely  the 
same  order  of  stratification,  but  in  consequence  of  the  dip  carrying 
out  of  view  some  of  the  lower  rocks,  the  lowest  stratum  here,  on  a 
level  with  the  road,  consists  of  the  yellow  sandstones,  which  im- 
mediately repose  upon  the  narrow  seam  of  coal  below  the  principal 
seam. 

The  principal  seam  is  by  the  dip  brought  lower  down  In  the 
hills,  and  is  opened  at  several  points  by  Mr.  Hervey.  It  agrees  in 
structure  with  Stockton's  seven  foot  seam,  with  the  exception  that 
the  thickness  of  the  lowest  band  of  black  slate  is  increased  to  about 
fifteen  inches,  so  as  to  leave  not  more  than  five  and  a  half  feet  of 
good  workable  coal. 

The  limestone  which  is  referred  to  above  as  being  low  down  in 
the  order  of  formation,  and  which  is  well  exposed  near  the  steam 
mill,  with  its  rounded  and  reddish  weathered  surface,  should  be  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  important  beds  which  has  heretofore  es- 
caped attention.  It  is  traced  down  the  river  for  a  short  distance, 
when  it  sinks  out  of  view,  but  probably  again  makes  its  appearance 
in  the  vicinity  of  or  below  Hughes's  creek.  Masses  of  it  are  seen  in 
the  bed  of  the  creek,  evidently  derived  from  a  stratum  near  at  hand. 
The  peculiar  appearance  of  the  weathered  surface  of  the  rock,  will 
always  enable  the  observer  to  identify  it.  It  is  coated  with  a  buff 
brown  ferruginous  oxide,  giving  it  the  aspect  of  iron  ore.  Of  the 
hydraulic  character  of  this  and  some  of  the  other  limestone  bands 
of  this  region,  some  account  will  be  given  in  the  sequel. 

The  yellow  shales  which  are  found  immediately  below  the  heavy 
seam  of  coal  and  the  upper  portion  of  which  presents  all  the  char- 
acters of  a  good  fire-clay,  is  the  next  remarkable  formation  in  this 
region,  not  only  on  account  of  its  value  in  the  construction  of  fur- 
naces, but  also  on  account  of  the  great  number  of  impressions  of 
culmiferous  and  arundinaceous  plants  which  it  contains,  many  of 
which  are  enclosed  in  an  oblique  direction  in  the  stratum,  so  as  to 
present  a  less  flattened  form  than  when  they  repose  comformably 
in  their  bed.  These  shales  contain  also  disseminated,  flattened 
and  kidney  shaped  masses  of  argiUaceous  iron  ore,  but  not  in  snffi- 


877 

oient  abundance  to  render  it  valuable  in  an  economicnl  point  of 
view. 

Blach  Silieeotu  Roek^  Flint  or  Eormtone, 

This  remarkable  deposit  which  liere  appears  of  the  thickness  of 
aeven  feet,  and  at  an  elevation  in  the  hills  above  the  road  at  Ryder^s 
oreek  of  466  feet,  may  be  traced  by  its  debris  from  near  the  falls, 
and  seen  capping  the  hills  in  broken  masses  at  the  head  waters  of 
Scrabble  creek.  It  is  found  up  the  Gauley  river  on  the  NW.  side, 
forming  the  tops  of  the  hills,  but  cannot  be  traced  in  this  direction 
above  Twenty  Mile  creek.  Theuoe  it  proceeds  with  a  general  geotle 
dip  to  the  NW.,  and  is  found  up  all  the  creeks  flowing  into  the 
Kanawha  river.  At  Smither^s,  Ryder^s  and  Hughes^s  creek  it  occu- 
pies a  considerable  elevation  in  the  hills,  being  overlaid  by  a  coarse 
sandstone,  which,  as  low  down  as  Keller^s  (Eelley^s,  £d.)  creek,  is 
found  to  be  a  conglomerate.  It  is  readily  distinguished  from  all  the 
associated  strata  by  the  resistance  which  it  furnishes  to  disintegrat- 
ing agency ;  and  by  its  always  presenting  a  regular  bedding  and  a 
angular  sharp  structure.  No  fossils  can  be  detected  in  it,  but  at 
Ryder's  creek  the  blue  shales  upon  which  it  reposes  are  observed  to 
contaifi  a  few  impressions  of  shells. 

Although  throughout,  the  structure  of  this  rock  is  remarkably 
uniform,  sometimes  it  assumes  the  character  of  a  black  siliceous 
shale,  particularly  in  its  lower  portion.  And  above  it  is  so  dense 
an<l  vitreous  as  to  be  readily  mistaken  for  true  flint,  and  properly 
entitled  to  the  name  of  hornstone. 

IIughe^%  Creelc. 

Up  this  creek  about  ^  of  a  mile,  and  also  on  the  main  road,  the 
principal  seam  of  coal  has  been  opened  at  the  former  point  by  Mr. 
Boasman,  and  at  the  latter  by  Mr.  Ghilders.  At  both  of  these 
places  it  presents  the  same  characteristic.  Blue  shales,  compact, 
and  but  little  fossil  in  the  roof.  Here,  however,  the  included  shales 
are  thicker  than  at  Stockton's,  and  the  quantity  of  coal  is  in  conse- 
quence diminished.  The  whole  seam,  including  shales,  is  above  6 
^t  thick.  The  bed  of  Hughes's  creek  contains  masses  of  limestone, 
as  before  noticed,  but  no  stratum  of  this  rock  has  yet  been  found  in 
place.  At  this  point,  as  observed,  a  synclinal  roll  has  occurred, 
which,  about  a  mile  further  down  the  river,  has  brought  up  the 
lower  seam,  which  is  now  mined  by  Mr.  Morris  Hansford. 

This  seam  is  about  8}  feet  thick,  is  roofed  by  sandstone  at  one 
point,  and  a  thin  band  of  bluish  shales  at  another.  The  coal  is 
com[»act  and  lustrous,  and  the  overlying  shales  very  fossiliferous. 
Beneath,  the  shales  are  yellow,  and  contain  a  few  impressions.  This 
is  undoubtedly  identical  with  the  lowest  seam  observed  on  Smither's 
creek,  which  passes  out  of  sight  near  Stockton's,  and  again  rises 
near  Hughes's  creek.  The  sandstones  above  this  seam  are  about  60 
feet  thick,' and  have  reposing  upon  them  a  thick  bed  of  yellow 
shales.    Then  follows  the  main  seam  of  ooal  which  has  been  only 
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partially  opened,  but  safSciently  to  identify  it  with  the  Stockton 
seam. 

Above  these  seams  two  others  have  been  observed,  before  reach- 
ing the  black  flinty  which  here  attains  an  elevation  of  at  least  400 
feet,  and  still  preserves  its  thickness  of  7  feet.  It  is  here,  as  at 
Ryder^s  creek,  overlaid  by  coarse  grey  micaceous  sandstone. 

The  lower  or  4  foot  seam,  as  it  is  called,  is  opened  in  no  less  than 
9  different  points  nearly  opposite  the  month  of  Keller's  (Kelley's) 
creek,  by  the  Messrs.  Hansford.  The  direction  in  the  line  of  dip  is 
admirably  marked  ont  by  the  heavy  bed  of  sandstone  which  overlies 
it,  for  here,  as  above,  this  seam  has  bat  a  very  thin  roofing  of  shales. 
The  continuity  of  the  seam  in  this  neighbourhood  is  interrupted  by 
an  abrupt  roll  attended  with  a  slight  dislocation,  causing  the  sand* 
stone  to  pitch  suddenly  down  to  the  NW.  at  an  angle  of  5^  and 
cutting  out  the  coal  for  the  distance  of  more  than  }  of  a  mile  above. 
Where  this  occurs,  the  seam  is  very  much  twisted,  and  portions  of 
it  included  between  the  laminsB  of  the  sandstone. 

Keller's  (Kelley's)  Creek. 

The  same  seam  of  coal  which  has  been  opened  by  Mr.  Hansford 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  appears  here  lower  down  on  ac- 
count of  the  dip,  and  is  worked  at  two  points  by  Mr.  Fry.  Here 
the  shales  over  the  coal  are  somewhat  thicker,  but  much  less 
impressed  with  fossil  plants.  Although  the  tails  of  the  seams 
above  this  are  to  be  seen  by  careful  inspection,  yet  no  opening  has 
been  made  of  any  of  them.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  seam 
and  all  the  strata  dip  to  the  NW.,  i.  e.,  down  the  river,  and  that  as 
you  proceed  in  that  direction,  all  traces  of  them  are  soon  lost,  so 
that  none  but  the  higher,  and  here  much  thinner,  seams  are  ob- 
served, one  of  which,  the  4tli,  has  been  partially  opened  for  domestic 
purposes.  As  you  approach  within  a  short  distance  of  Witcher's 
creek,  you  observe  a  change  to  have  occurred  in  the  dip.  This, 
though  not  discernible  on  the  hill  sides  near  the  road,  owing  to  the 
confusion  of  structure  resulting  from  extensive  slides,  is  readily  re- 
marked some  distance  back  from  the  river,  presenting  a  gentle  roll 
which  brings  the  8d  seam  of  coal  into  view  a  little  above  the  road 
about  half  a  mile  east  of  the  creek.  This  seam  has  been  partially 
opened  by  colonel  Joel  Shrewsbury,  dipping  at  an  angle  of  about 
H^  to  S£.  it  is  about  8  feet  in  thickness,  has  resting  upon  it  heavy 
beds  of  argillaceous  shales,  crowded  with  vegetable  impressions.  The 
shale  is  of  a  light  grey  drab  colour,  while  the  impressions  are  of  a 
distinct  brown.  The  tail  of  the  next  seam  under  this  is  noticed  near 
the  surface  of  the  road  a  little  below  Witcher's  creek,  and  it  and 
the  overlying  seams  dipping  to  the  SE.  make  their  appearance  at 
different  elevations  in  the  hill  side.  This  southeasterly  dip  contin- 
ues to  the  vicinity  of  the  Burning  spring,  where,  as  already  de- 
scribed, the  northwestern  inclination  is  restored. 

For  a  distance  of  several  miles  above  and  below  Witcner's  creek, 
the  number  of  coal  seams  indicated  by  the  outcrops  on  the  hills  is 
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sach  as  to  prove  a  subdivision  of  the  two  or  perhaps  three  lower 
seams  by  the  interposition  of  thick  bands  of  slate.  Among  tlie  illns- 
trations  of  the  changeable  character  of  the  seams  in  this  neighbour- 
hood may  be  mentioned  the  almost  entire  replacement  of  the  2d 
seam  by  black  argillaceous  shales  and  the  gradual  reappearance  of 
the  ooal,  at  first  in  thin  wafery  bands,  afterwards  expanding  to  a 
thickness  of  8  feet,  where  opened  for  the  use  of  Mr.  J.  Shrewsbury's 
furnace  at  the  upper  salt  works.  The  important  seam,  hereafter  to 
be  described,  as  extensively  exposed  and  wrought  in  the  \icinity  of 
Oampbeirs  creek,  much  lower  down  the  river,  being  actually  ob- 
served to  be  divided  as  we  trace  it  eastwards  into  two  smaller 
bands  by  the  interposition  of  a  continually  expanding  bed  of  slate, 
would  appear  in  the  region  now  under  consideration  to  be  repre- 
sented by  at  least  two  coal  seams,  which,  followed  still  farther  up 
the  river,  again  gradually  coalesce,  forming  at  length  the  massive 
stratum  already  spoken  of  as  Stockton's  seam. 

Of  the  precise  nature  of  these  interesting  changes,  and  the  num- 
ber, position  and  character  of  tlie  seams  throughout  this  part  of  the 
valley,  the  accurate  tracings  and  measurements  of  another  season 
will,  I  trust,  enable  me  to  present  a  full  and  satisfactory  account. 
The  knowledge  now  acquired  as  to  the  less  complex  features  of  tlie 
adjoining  districts,  both  above  and  below,  while  aiding  the  illustra- 
tion of  these  curious  peculiarities,  will  furnish  essential  assistance  in 
,the  explorations  yet  to  be  made  in  the  tracts  remote  from  the  river 
on  either  side,  in  some  parts  of  which,  especially  on  the  Elk,  a  simi- 
lar multiplication  of  coal  seams  has  been  found  to  occur. 

Vineyard  Hill  included  between  George''^  and  CampdelVs  Creels. 

This  hill  extends  in  the  direction  of  the  river  nearly  north  and 
south  at  this  point,  with  but  one  interruption,  where  it  is  cut  down 
by  a  narrow  ravine  called  the  Thoroughfare  Hollow,  leading  to  the 
ereek  which  flows  parallel  with  the  river  behind  the  lowest  portion 
of  the  hill  thus  cut  off.  Above,  between  the  Hollow  and  George^s 
creek,  it  attains  its  greatest  altitude,  and  when  covered  as  it  is  now 
with  herbage,  appears  to  rise  with  a  uniform  but  rapid  slope  to  its 
.  summit.  When,  however,  the  trees  are  denuded  of  their  foliage,  it 
presents  the  peculiar  aspect  which  belongs  to  all  the  hills  bordering 
the  Kanawha  from  near  the  falls  to  the  vicinity  of  Charleston,  viz: 
a  terraced  or  bench-like  structure,  generally  foand  to  indicate  the 
position  of  the  coal  seams.  Three  such  terraces  are  well  marked  on 
the  side  of  Vineyard  hill,  and  each  of  them  presents  us  with  a  seam 
of  coal  and  the  accompanying  shales. 

Sectum  of  Vineyard  Hill  in  the  ascending  order. 

From  the  bed  of  the  river  to  the  bottom  of  the  lowest  coal  seam 
is  64  feet.  The  four  or  five  feet  of  the  lowest  portion  of  this  height 
is  made  up  of  gravel  and  water  worn  pebbles  of  many  of  the  older 
rooks  which  have  been  transported  from  the  east    Among  these  are 
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ocoasiosally  found  not  only  tbe  rocks  of  the  Appalachian  region,  but 
also  the  chloritic,  epLdotic  and  granitic  rocks  of  the  Blue  Ridge. 
Besting  npon  this,  particnlarlj  in  the  vicinity  of  the  salines,  is  a  bed 
of  yellow  argillaceous  and  sandy  clay  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
brick,  and  reputed  to  be  of  good  quality,  and  upon  this  reposes  tbe 
vegetable  mould  which  gives  to  tlie  Kanawha  bottoms  tneir  well 
known  fertility.  This,  including  the  substratum  clay,  is  from  20  to 
25  feet  thick. 

Above  this,  and  forming  the  immediate  base  of  the  hill,  is  a  grey 
micaceous  sandstone,  composed  of  alternating  layers  of  hard,  com- 
pact and  soft  fissile  rock. 

No.  2.  Bituminous  Coal — ^the  thickest  and  most  important  seam  in 
the  whole  series.  At  CampbelPs  and  Greorge^s  creek  this  seam  varies 
in  thickness  from  5  to  6i  feet.  Immediately  at  the  river,  and  a  short 
distance  up  these  creeks,  it  yields  6  feet  of  coal,  including  one  band 
of  black  bituminous  shale.  It  has  been  opened  at  sever^  points  by 
Mr.  Lewis  Ruffner,  and  in  one  place  by  Mr.  William  Shrewsbury — 
the  seam  in  the  latter  iustance  being  reached  below  the  level  of  the 
road.  Below  Campbell^s  creek  it  sinks  out  of  view,  and  the  west- 
erly dip  of  the  strata  coutinuing,  it  is  not  again  brought  up  to  the 
surface.  It  may  be  traced  along  George's  and  Campbell's  creeks 
for  several  miles  above  their  mouths,  and  is  also  well  developed  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river,  where  it  is  worked  by  Messrs.  Reynolds 
&  Donally,  and  Koyes,  Rand  &  Co. 

The  narrow  seam  of  slate  traversing  it  at  GampbelPs  creek  is 
seen  to  increase  in  thickness  as  it  extends  up  the  river,  against  the 
dip,  so  as  to  become  as  much  as  8  or  10  inches  at  George's  creek, 
— and  continuing  still  to  expand,  it  ultimately  divides  the  seam  so 
as  to  render  it  necessary  to  work  the  upper  portions  as  independent 
seams. 

The  coal  rests  upon  a  slaty  argillaceous  sandstone,  crowded  with 
the  broken  fragments  of  coal  plants  strewed  promiscuously  through 
the  mass,  and  for  the  most  part  lying  in  an  inclined  position.  This 
stratum  which  is  included  in  the  measurement  of  that  lying  next  be- 
neath, varies  at  the  place  of  the  present  section  from  2  to  3  feet  in 
thickness.  The  upper  portion  of  the  stratum  has  the  character  of  a 
fire-clay. 

No.  8.  This  stratum,  which  is  about  40  feet  in  thickness,  reposes 
upon  the  coal,  and  is  composed  for  the  most  part  of  a  bluish  drab 
coloured  slaty  shale,  including  an  occasional  layer  of  slaty  sandstone. 
Where  it  is  immediately  in  contact  with  the  coal  it  is  blue  and  highly 
bituminous.  The  slate  resting  directly  upon  the  cod,  includes  a  thin 
seam  of  nodular  iron  ore  in  iiattened  ovoid  masses,  and  presenting 
the  concentric  structure  frequently  observed  to  belong  to  this  variety 
of  ore.  This  is  the  heaviest  bed  of  slate  which  occurs  along  the 
whole  line  of  the  Kanawha  as  far  down  as  Charleston.  The  stra- 
tum of  iron  ore  assumes  in  some  places  above  this  coal  seam  the 
appearance  of  a  ferruginous  conglomerate.  This  is  particolarly  no- 
ticed to  be  the  case  on  Campl^ire  creek  behind  the  Thoroughfare 
hill.    Indeed  the  whole  of  the  shale  at  this  point  presents  more  of  a 


381 

ferrnginous  character  than  usual.  A  thin  stratum  of  compact  ore  is 
found  a  few  feet  above  the  coal,  and  a  similar  ore  below  it  in  the 
bed  of  the  creek. 

Madreporite. — This  carious  fossil  is  indnded  in  the  shale  in  large 
spheroidal  masses,  resembling  the  nodales  or  septaria  of  formation 
\III.  These  masses  are  highly  calcareous,  constitntiog  in  fact  a 
tolerably  pure  limestone,  and  generally  found  within  a  width  of 
about  10  feet  of  the  slate. 

Although  this  section  refers  particularly  to  the  stratification  in 
the  CampbelFs  creek  series,  it  may  be  well  to  state  here  that  a  simi- 
lar Madreporite  depodte  is  noticed  a  few  feet  above  the  coal  seam 
worked  by  Mr.  Harvey  21  or  22  miles  above,  and  again  on  Bell's 
creek.  It  should  also  be  remarked  that  the  shales  which  include  it 
at  these  points  contain  disseminated  masses  of  lenticular  iron  ore. 
Besides  its  interest  in  a  purely  geological  point  of  view,  this  singular 
fossil  is  important  as  famishing  the  means  of  determining  the  con- 
tinuity of  one  of  the  most  important  coal  seams  in  the  series,  viz : 
that  at  Stockton^s  steam  miU  and  at  Campbells  creek. 

Ko.  4.  Bituminous  Coal — thin  seam,  not  exceeding  20  inches, 
reposing  immediately  upon  the  shale  above  described,  and  found 
to  be  remarkably  uniform  in  its  occurrence.  This  seam  has  not 
been  worked. 

No.  6.  Argillae€ou$  Sandstone — Slightly  micaceous,  light  grey, 
sometimes  bluish,  disposed  in  regular  laminsQ,  in  thickness  from  a 
few  inches  to  several  feet,  which  in  some  places  include  thin  bands 
of  slaty  sandstone.  This  rock  is  extensively  quarried  for  the  con- 
struction of  salt  furnaces.  It  abounds  throughout  with  fossil  plants. 
Thickness  200  feet. 

No.  6.  Bituminous  Coal, — This  seam  which  will  average  about 
8^  feet  in  thickness,  is  not  opened  immediately  at  this  point,  but  is 
used  extensively  lower  down  the  river  by  the  salt-makers,  where  it 
is  found  pretty  high  up  in  the  hills.  Openings  have  been  made  in  it 
by  Messrs.  Bream,  Friend,  Brooks  and  others  on  the  north  side  of 
the  river,  and  by  Messrs.  Patrick,  Donelly,  &c.  on  the  south  side.  It 
IS  distinguished  from  all  the  others  of  the  series  by  the  prevailing 
character  of  the  roof,  which  is  a  coarse  grained  brown  and  grey 
sandstone,  sometimes  disposed  in  pretty  heavy  beds,  and  sometimes 
slaty  in  its  structure.  This  sandstone  is  about  216  feet  in  thickness, 
containing  in  some  places,  as  in  Mr.  Brook s^s  drift,  irregular  nodu- 
lar masses  of  compact  argillaceous  iron  ore.  This  seam  is  rarely 
exposed  in  a  distinct  manner  on  the  hills  immediately  facing  the 
river,  but  in  the  ravines  making  up  from  the  river,  as  for  example. 
Bowman *8  hollow,  is  finely  displayed. 

The  coal  of  this  seam  is  not  so  black  and  lustrous  as  the  Camp- 
bell's creek  seam — it  is  more  slaty,  and  the  upper  portion  contains 
thin  lamines  of  iron  pyrites.  It  is,  however,  extensively  mined  from 
some  distance  on  tne  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Bowman's  hollow. 
Like  the  other  seams  in  this  region,  it  reposes  upon  a  dark  coloured 
carbonaceous  shale  or  slate,  with  oblique  vegetable  impressions. 
Great  diversity  is  observed  in  the  quality  of  this  seam  of  coal  at  the 
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different  openiDgs,  even  within  short  diBtancet.  Its  thickness  is 
also  quite  fluctuating.  At  some  points,  for  example,  in  Bowman's 
hollow,  40  inches  of  good  coiil  are  obtained,  while  in  the  openings  at 
Bridge  hollow,  lower  down  on  the  river,  the  seam  is  so  reduced  that 
not  more  than  28  inches  can  be  procured. 

No.  7.  Silieeotts  Sandstone — ^generally  coarse  grained,  but  includ- 
ing a  few  bands  of  a  tiuer  texture.  This  rock,  as  before  stated, 
reposes  immediately  upon  a  seam  of  coal  generally  without  any  in- 
termediate slate.  It  occurs  in  beds  varying  in  thickness  from  one 
to  four  feet,  is  less  impressed  by  organic  remains  than  the  sandstone 
lower  down  in  the  series,  and  assuming  the  character  of  cliffs  as 
you  descend  the  river  in  a  N  W.  direction,  becomes  lower  and  lower 
in  tlie  hills  until  it  ultimately  sinks  below  the  bed  of  the  river  near 
to  Charleston.    Thickness  215  feet. 

No.  8.  Bituminotu  Coal. — This  stratum  of  coal,  which  is  the  high- 
est in  this  part  of  the  series,  has  not  been  opened  in  Vineyard  Hill 
or  at  any  point  above  Mr.  Daniel  Ruffner's  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  and  Faurer's  salt  furnace  on  the  south  side.  It  is,  however, 
always  seen  resting  upon  the  last  described  sandstone,  with  a  thin 
bed  of  intervening  shales.  It  is  generally  easily  found  by  tracing 
the  overlying  flint  rock,  beneath  which  it  invariably  occurs.  This 
seam  will  average  about  four  feet  in  thickness.  The  coal  is  rather 
inferior  to  that  of  the  lower  seam,  being  of  a  harder  and  more 
slaty  structure,  though  presenting  various  degrees  of  purity  at  differ- 
ent localities.  At  Mr.  Daniel  Ruffner^s  a  thin  band  of  siliceous, 
slaty  sandstone  intervenes  between  the  coal  and  flint  rocks,  but 
lower  down  this  thins  out  and  the  roof  is  composed  entirely  of  the 
flint,  and  so  continues  until  its  final  disappearance  under  the  bed  of 
the  river  below  Oharleston. 

No.  9.  Siliceous  Roek,  Blue  or  Black  Flint. — This  singular  de- 
posit, which  has  already  been  described,  comes  next  in  order.  On 
account  of  its  definite  character,  it  proves  to  be  a  valuable  guide  in 
tracing  the  accompanying  formations,  amid  very  considerable  local 
undulations,  enabling  us  to  determine  their  true  position  and  their 
dip.  In  the  place  of  the  section  it  is  seen  of  its  average  thickness, 
a  little  exceeding  7  feet.  The  upper  portions  are  nearly  black, 
compact  and  vitreous  in  texture,  and  are  properly  deserving  of  the 
title  of  Hornstone.  The  lower  are  more  ^aty,  and  of  a  blue  colour. 
This  deposit,  while  it  preserves  throughout  its  siliceous  character, 
as  it  extends  in  the  direction  of  the  dip,  becomes  more  slaty  in  its 
structure,  until  in  fact  it  passes  into  a  true  siliceous  slate,  reposing 
immediately  upon  the  last  mentioned  coal  seam.  This  is  the  form 
under  which  it  appears  at  Mr.  Faurer^s  coal  bank  a  short  dis- 
tance above  Oharleston.  The  siliceous  shales  or  slates  immediately 
resting  on  the  coal,  gradually  pass  into  a  more  compact  slate,  and 
finally  into  siliceous  rock.  The  stratum  is  here  about  7  feet  in 
thickness.  As  seen  in  the  section,  this  formation  is  covered  with 
a  thin  band  of  impure  iron  ore,  in  kidney  shaped  masses,  em- 
bedded in  sandstone — ^the  whole  thickness  not  exceeding  4  inches. 
Further  down  the  river  the  iron  disappears,  giving  place  to  fer- 
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raginous  shales  and  sandstones,  which  immediately  overlie  the 
siliceous  rocks. 

No.  10.  Besting  on  the  above,  there  next  occnrs  a  heavy  bed  of 
yellow  coarse  siliceoas  sandstone,  argillaceous  in  some  bands,  and 
quite  prone  to  disintegration.  This  is  surmounted  by  a  more  sili- 
ceous band  of  the  same  rock,  occasionally  quite  cellular,  and  includ- 
ing fossil  impressions  of  shells,  Encrini,  &c.  This  band  contains  a 
notable  portion  of  lime.    Thickness  140  feet. 

No.  11.  The  section  of  Vineyard  Hill  is  terminated  by  a  thin  cap- 
ping of  about  10  feet  of  reddish  and  yellow  shales,  the  lower  por- 
tion of  which  contains  disintegrated  masses  of  argillaceous  iron. 
This  may  be  regarded  as  the  commencement  of  the  series  of  shales, 
which  along  with  shaly  sandstones  and  thin  c^careous  bands,  over- 
spread nearly  the  whole  of  the  tract  lying  between  Charleston  and 
the  Ohio  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kanawha,  presenting  for  the  greater 
part  of  that  distance  a  nearly  uninterrupted,  but  very  gentle  dip 
towards  the  NW.,  then  becoming  horizontal,  and  finsJly  near  the 
Ohio  rising  with  a  counter  dip  and  forming  the  middle  portion  of 
our  great  western  coal  basin.  These  strata,  all  higher  geologically 
than  the  flint  rock,  and  containing  two  or  more  coal  seams  where 
penetrated  by  the  Ohio,  constitute  in  this  region  what  was  formerly 
described  as  the  upper  coal  series. 


SECTION  VII. 
OPERATIONB  OF  THE  SURVEY  IN   THE  EORTUWESTEBN  DISTRICT, 

Our  investigations  in  the  extensive  and  highly  interesting  por- 
tions of  the  state  referred  to  under  this  head,  were  for  the  most  part 
of  a  preliminary  nature,  being  chiefly  directed  to  the  determination 
of  certain  general  features  of  their  geology  which  might  serve  as 
useful  guides  in  conducting  our  future  explorations. 

Referring  to  the  sketch  formerly  given  of  the  outlines  of  the  great 
coal  region,  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  boundary  of  this  tract 
towards  the  north  is  marked  by  a  broad  and  gently  inflected  curve, 
crossing  from  Ohio  into  Pennsylvania,  some  distance  north  of  the 
most  northern  part  of  Virginia  in  Brooke  county ;  and  that  as  it  ex- 
tends eastwards,  this  line  gradually  sweeps  around  so  as  at  length  to 
assume  a  southwesterly  direction  along  the  western  slope  of  the  range 
of  highlands  known  in  Pennsylvania  as  Chestnut  ridge,  and  in  Vir- 
ginia as  Laurel  Hill.  From  the  general  description  included  in  the 
sketch  referred  to,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  that  the  lower  coal  series 
must  occupy  that  portion  of  the  basin  lying  adjacent  to  this  margin, 
while  the  upper  will  be  found  overspreading  a  zone  more  towards  the 
middle  of  the  trough ;  and  that  the  dip  of  the  strata,  unless  where 
modified  by  merely  local  causes,  will  conform  to  that  of  the  corre- 
sponding parts  of  the  margin,  being  southerly  towards  the  northern, 
and  westerly  towards  the  eastern  limits  of  the  basin. 

Setting  out  with  this  general  view  of  the  structure  of  the  basin, 
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our  first  object,  and  that  to  -which  atteDtion  was  chiefly  directed 
daring  the  past  season,  was  the  tracing  of  the  two  great  groups  of 
strata,  the  lower  and  upper  coal  series  from  the  Ohio  aronnd  to  the 
Monongahela,  and  in  a  southwesterly  direction  parallel  to  the  coarse 
of  Laurel  Hill,  and  in  marking  the  limits  of  these  groups  by  sections 
from  the  Ohio  to  the  outcrop  of  the  lowest  strata  of  the  coal  meas- 
ures some  distance  to  the  east  of  Morgantown  and  Olarksbnrg. 

By  these  examinations  the  general  outlines  of  the  tracts  occupied 
by  each  of  the  two  great  groups,  and  the  important  changes  occur- 
ring in  their  component  strata  as  they  are  prolonged  towards  the 
south,  were  in  a  general  way  ascertained,  at  the  same  time  that 
numerous  observations  of  a  more  detailed  nature,  accompanied  by 
measured  sections,  were  made  at  several  important  localities. 

In  tlie  present  stage  of  our  enquiries  regarding  this  region,  it 
would  obviously  be  premature  to  attempt  giving  any  details  relating 
to  its  geological  features.  Its  general  outline  and  structure  have 
been  described  in  sketching  those  of  the  entire  basin,  under  a  pre- 
ceding head.  Of  the  high  economical  importance  of  large  portions 
of  this  area  the  fullest  evidence  has  already  been  attained,  nor  can 
it  be  doubted  that  the  systematic  explorations  to  be  resumed  at  the 
commencement  of  the  coming  season,  will  contribute  in  an  important 
measure  to  the  knowledge  and  practical  development  of  its  ample 
resources. 

Of  the  composition  of  several  of  the  iron  ores,  coals  and  limestones 
of  this  district,  some  details  will  be  found  in  the  concluding  section 
of  the  report,  to  which  I  now  proceed. 


SECTION  VIII. 
CHEMICAL   DETAILS, 

The  following  details  relating  to  the  chemical  composition  of 
some  of  the  more  valuable  materials  appertaining  to  the  various  dis- 
tricts referred  to  in  the  present  report,  will  be  introduced  in  the 
order  in  which  the  geological  descriptions  have  been  presented,  be- 
ginning with  the  tertiary  marl  and  closing  with  the  coal,  iron  ores, 
and  limestones  of  the  great  western  coal  field.  After  what  has  al- 
ready been  remarked,  it  is  needless  to  say  that  they  constitute  but  a 
part  of  the  whole  body  of  chemical  results  hereafter  to  be  given  to 
the  public  in  systematic  shape,  and  are  presented  now  chiefly  as 
illustrations  of  the  preceding  sections  of  this  report. 

Chaptkr  1. 
Miocene  Marls  of  the  District  South  of  the  James  river. 

In  drawing  up  the  following  tabular  view  of  the  amount  of  car- 
bonate of  lime  contained  in  the  marls  of  this  portion  of  the  state,  it 
will  be  seen  that  I  have  included  a  number  of  results  published  in 
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former  reports,  as  well  as  such  as  have  been  obtained  by  more  recent 
examinations.  Sucb  a  comprehensive  table,  including  nearly  all  the 
important  localities  south  of  the  James  river,  will,  it  is  thought, 
serve  a  useful  purpose  by  bringing  into  one  viow  almost  every  va- 
riety of  marl  met  with  in  the  dit«trict,  and  seems  to  be  rendered  par- 
ticularly desirable  by  the  fact,  that  from  the  inconvenient  form  and 
small  edition  of  preceding  reports,  but  few  of  those  who  feel  inter- 
ested in  such  results,  have  ever  possessed  or  now  retain  copies  of  the 
publications  in  which  they  were  made  known. 

LoealiUM.  ObtervatioM,  Carh.  Linu, 

Isle  of  Wight. 

Mr.  H.  Day's, Perfect  sheila  and  iWmcnts,  BometimeB 

cemented,  green  Sanaa  trace, 76.1 

do Ferruginous  rock  marl,  semi-cryatalliDe, 

men  aand  a  trace, 77 .2 

Mr.  Saimdera's, (2a  stratum)— yellow^  Bmall  ftiable  frag- 
ments of  sbell,  considerable  green  sand,    48.8 

do.  (8d  stratum)  ditto, SO. 2 

do ditto, 42.0 

James  Pedin's, Light,  shells  entirely  decomposed,  nodu- 

uir,  men  sand  a  trace, 64.5 

Day's  Point, Blue,  mable.  micaceous  and  sandy, 7.9 

G.  Purdie's, Shells  and  fragments  in  a  light  tenacious 

day,  frequently  rich  in  indurated  casts 
of  the  cbama,  green  sand  a  trace,  some- 
times a  fhigmentary  conglomerate, 71 . 5 

do.  ditto, 62.6 

do Conglomerate,  ditto, 61.8 

do.  ditto,         68.6 

Mr.  White's, A  conglomerate  of  perfect  shells  and  frag- 
ments, ferruginous  and  semi-crystalline, 

very  compact, 91.8 

Mr.  S.  P.  Jordan's, Very  commmuted  fVagments  of  shell  in  a 

ferruginous  sand,  green  sand  a  trace, ...    68 .4 

do.  cUtto. 79.5 

Merit  Todd's, I^ight,  rather  tenacious,  shells  decomposed, 

green  sand  a  trace, 28.4 

do.  A  conglomerate  of  small  shells  and  frag- 

ments, intermixed  with  a   ferru^nous 

sand,  tinged  with  green  sand, 42.0 

Socks, Blue,  arenaceous,  very  friable,  containing 

a  few  small  oythereas, 79.5 

do. A  coarse  shelly  conglomerate,  yellow,  oc- 
casionally a  cast  of  the  chama, 78.4 

Mr.  Booth's, Of  a  very  light  yellow  colour,  containing 

small  fragments,  frequently  cemented,. .    64.7 

do Shells  decomposed,  concretionary, 71 .5 

John  T.  Mason's, Macra  modicella  in  a  yellow  sand,  with  a 

few  other  shells  and  fragments,  green 

sand  a  trace, 86.2    • 

Naitsxkond. 

Town  Point, Ferruginous,  oonsisting  of  small  shells  and 

ihiCTaonts, 67.6 

2  miles  above  town  Point,  ditto, 62.8 

Mr.  Keeling's, Small  shells  and  fragments  in  a  light  sand, 

also  fVagments  of  the  pecten,  sometimes 

conglomerated, «...    t5.0 

17 
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LoealiHst.  ObtervaUont,  Carb,  LUm, 

Mr.  Keeling's^ More  fcrm^noua,  oontainlofr  fewer  sbelle.    80 . 6 

Below  DumpliDg  Island, .    A  conglomerate  of  fragments,  quite  com- 
pact,       86 . 2 

do.  . .    Finely  comminuted  shelly  matter,  deeply 

tinged  with  iron, 71.6 

Mr.  Cowper's, Ferruginous,  consisting  chiefly  of  fine  frag- 
ments     72 .7 

Near  Suffolk, ditto,  ditto,    green 

sand  a  trace, 17.0 

Upper  shore  of  Nansemond 
nver  (near  the  mouth),.    Small   fragments  of  shell,  with   perfect 

shells  intermixed,  ferruginous, 82. 9 

Point  above  Sleepy  Hole 
ferry, Principally  chamas  and  crepidulas,  inter- 
mixed with  yellow  sand, 48.2 

Near  Suffolk, Blue,  containing  finely  divided  shelly  mat- 
ter,       22. 7 

Upper  shore  (near  Sleepy 

Uole  ferry), Blue,  containing  fine  and  coarse  fragments 

of  small  shells, 80. 6 

Col.  Corbcll*  s, Small  fragments  of  shell,  ferruginous, ....     62.6 

do.  ditto,  76.2 

Maj.  Crocker's, ditto,  64.7 

do ditto,  28.0 

W.H.Goodwin's, ditto,  68.4 

Mr.  Phillips's, ditto,  80.6 

Near  Chuoatuck  mill, ... .  ditto,  82.9 

SURBT. 

Mrs.  Faulcon's, Tellow.  consisting  of  decomposed  shells 

and  fragments,  occasionally  slightly  ce- 
mented,       64 . 6 

8  or  4  miles  above  Four 
Mile  tree, Fragments  of  nhell  in  a  white  sand,  slight- 
ly intermixed  with  green  sand, 47 . 2 

do A  yellow  conglomerate  of  shells  and  casts.    78 .4 

Near  Four  Mile  tree, Fragments  of  shells  and  undeoomposea 

shells, 88.6 

Mr.  Organ's — Clenuont, . .    Yellowish  white,  fine  and  friable,  occasion- 
any  concretionary, 71 .6 

Wakefield, Light,  shells  generally  decomposed,  a  few 

fragments  in  a  white  sand,  green  sand  a 

trace, 61 .1 

do Blueish,  shells  very  much  decomposed, ..    76.0 

Douglas's, White  indurated  casts  of  chamas, 87.6 

Clermont  (river  shore),. . .    Blue,  largely  intermixed  with  green  sand, 

shells  finely  decomposed, 10.2 

Upper  Chipoke  creek, A    calcarco-Biliceous  conglomerate,    very 

compact,  containing  fragments  of  pectens 

and  casts  of  pemas, 65.6 

.  Stith's, Small  fragments  of  shell  in  sand,  a  good 

many  chamas,  quite  richly  specked  with 

green  sand, 42.0 

do ditto, 88.0 

Biver   shore    (above   the    Consisting  of  fragments  of  the  chama  in  a 

mouth  of  College  credc),       lif  ht  sand, 44.8 

A.  C.  Jones's, Shells  and  fragments  in  a  light  sand,  inter- 

niixed  with  green  sand, 68.2 
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LocaUHf.  *  ObaertaiioM,  Oarb.  Zdtns, 

Booth's   mill;     Terrapin 
creek, Yellow  marl,  mactra  mod.  almost  exclu- 
sively, sandy  clay,  with  a  little  green 

Band, 82.7 

Joseph  Pretlow ;  Terrapin 
run, Yellowish  f^rey  marl,  mactra  modi,  sili- 
ceous sand,  with  a  little  green  sand, ....    22 . 8 
Blockwater,    near   Wall's 
bridge, Mactia  mod.  in  a  yellow  sandy  clay,  con- 
siderable green  sand, 87.0 

South  AMPTOK. 

Nottoway  swamp,  one  mile 
from    mouth,    Massen- 

burg'smill, Bluish  grey  marl,  shells,  chiefly  venus, 

much  deoomposed,  in  a  siliceous  clay, 

with  much  green  sand, 48.8 

Six  miles  SE.  of  Jerusa^ 
lem,  Mr.  Massenburg's,   Yellow    fhigmentaij   marl,   with    small 
shells    often   entire,    but   water- worn, 
chiefly  mactra  mod.,  plicatula,  mannnel- 

la, 86.4 

Monroe,     on     Nottoway 

river, Bluish  grey  marl,  containing  chama,  as- 

tarte,  vencricardia  and  tragments  of 
pecten,  in  a  siliceous  clay,  with  green 

sand, 87.8 

Bhickwater  river,  one  and 
a  half  miles  north  of  Lea- 
cock,  Mr.  Bering, Yellow  marl,  shells  in  great  variety,  chiefly 

mactra  mod.,  turritolla,  ostroa,  chama, 
crassatella,  in  a  sandy  clay,  with  consid- 
erable green  sand, 80.0 

Nottoway     river,     above 

Monroe, Blue  marl,  shells,  mactra  mod.,  ostrea, 

turritellal  etc.,  m  a  sandy  clay,  with  a 

good  deal  of  green  sand, 85.2 

Same  locality, ditto, 20.0 

Blackwater  river,  above 
mouth  of  Black  creek, 

Mr.  lAwienoe, Light  brownish  grey,  shells,  mactra  mod. 

almost  entirely  in  an  adhesive  clay,  with 

a  little  ^rcen  sand, 29.0 


Same  locality, ditto, 20.0 

Two  miles  N  W.  of  Frank- 
lin, Dr.  Bowers, Mottled  brown  and  grey,  shells,  ostreas  in 

a  soft  decomposing  state  in  a  siliceous 

day,  with  a  httle  green  sand, 40.5 

Br.  of  Terrapin  Swamp, 
Bo.  Pretlow, Blue  marl,  shells  entire,  and  almost  exclu- 
sively mactra  mod., 18.2 

Blackwater   river,    above 
the     mouth     of    Black 

creek,  Mre.  Ely, Grey  marl,  mactra  mod.  in  clay,  with  a 

considerable  amount  of  green  sand, 20.6 

Nicholson's  mill, Mactra  mod.  in  a  yellow  sandy  clay,  sandy 

residuum,  with  a  trace  of  green  sand, . .     22.6 

MfQor  Bidley's, Bingy  yellow,  tenacious,  shells  entirely 

decomposed,    sandy   residuum,    green 
sand  a  trace 29.0 
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LoealiMM.  '    ObtirtaHonM,  Ccurb,  LIsha. 

Mnyor  Ridlej^s Indurated  nodular  marl,  shells   decom- 
posed, sandj  residuum,  green  sand  a 

trace, 51 .8 

Capt.  Briggs, Large  shells  and  fhigments  in  blue  sand, 

a  trace  of  green  sand, 88.4 

do Compact  lump  marl  containing  casts  and 

impressions  of  shells,  green  sand  a  trace,    61 . 4 

Mr.  Ivey, Perfect  shells  in  a  yellow  sandy  day,  a 

trace  of  green  sand, 26.1 

Blaokwater,  nearly  oppo- 
site mouth  of  BuriLe's 

run,  Mr.  Bowden, Yellowish  brown  cemented  marl,  siliceous 

with  a  very  little  green  sand,  upper  part 

of  the  bonk, 79.0 

Mr.    Bowden,   on   a   run 
making  into  the  river,. .    Bluish  green  marl,  shells  in  considerable 
variety,  chieflv  mactra  mod.  with  turri- 

tella,  natica,  &e, ,  much  green  sand, 81 . 8 

Above  Broadwater  bridge, 
Mr.  Urquhart, Yellow  marl,  shells,  mactra  mod.  exclu- 
sively, green  sand, 27.8 

Be^j.  Drew,  near  the  Sus- 
sex line, Light  grey  marl,  somewhat  chalkv^  shells 

much  decomposed,  consisting  chiefly  of 

mactra  mod., 46.1 

Two  miles  NW.  of  Frank- 
lin, Dr.  Bowers, Yellow  sondjr  marl,  shells  much  decom- 
posed, consisting  chiefly  of  mactra  mod.,    16 .0 

NoBTH  Cabouka.  The  following  two  specimens,  though  horn 

localities  a  little  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
state,  are  included  in  the  table,  by  way 
of  shewing  the  extension  of  the  olue  and 
yellow  marls  into  Carolina. 
Mr.  Wood*s.  a  little  west 
of  the   Meherrin   river 
and  south  of  the  state 

line, Yellow  marl,  shells,  mactra  mod. ,  lucina. 

&c.,  in  a  mixture  of  yellowish  sand  ana 

clay,  a  trace  of  green  sand, 45.4 

do Blue  marl,  shells  chiefly  mactra  mod.  in 

bluish  clay,  a  good  deal  of  green  sand,..    80.7 

Bussxx. 

CoL  Blow's, Upper  stratum,  mactra  mod.  in  yellow 

sandy  clay,  green  sand  a  trace,  residuum 


ferruflinous  sand, 86.8 

rom  Uie  calcareous  portion  of  the  grey 
marl,  dingy  white,  indurated,  con8i<tera- 


ble  green  sand. 68.6 

From  the  middle  of  the  grey  marl,  no 
shellsj  occasional  fragments,  a  mixture 
of  white  and  green  calcareous  sand, ....    81 . 8 

Wm.  H.  Pegram, Mactra  mod.  in  olue  tenaceous  sandy  clay, 

residuum  sandy, 28.1 

WUliam  H.  Pegram,  Chin- 

<iuanin  Bun, Sandy  residuum,  sreen  sand  a  trace, 85.2 

ao.  ....*. Mactra  mod.  in  yellow  tenaceous  day,  con- 

siderable green  sand,  residutmi  sandy,,.    88.0 
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LocaUiUa.  ObierwUion*.  OiBrb,  Urns. 

Col.  Gee, Bingy  yellow,  oomminnted  fraj^ents  of 

shells  in  a  clayey  sand,  green  sand  a 

trace, 42.9 

Henry  Birdsong, Mactra  mod.  in  a  blue  tenacious   clay, 

sandy  residuum,  green  sand  a  trace, 89 . 5 

do.  Mactia   mod.  in  yeUow  tenaoeous  clay, 

sandy  residuum,  considerable  greensand,    82.7 
Mig*  Pftciuun's  mill, Mactra  mod.  chiefly,  in  a  blue  clay,  alumi- 
nous residuum,  a  trace  of  green  sand, . .    89 .0 
Mn.  Blunt, Compact  and  indurated,  light  grey,  con- 
taining casts  of  shells,  residuum  cniefly 

green  sand, 79.7 

do.    ' Great  variety  of  perfect  shells  in  a  blue 

sand;    sandy    residuum,    considerable 

green  sand, 80.8 

Mactra  mod.  in  blue  sandy  olay.    A  trace 

of  green  sand, 81.8 

Mr.  Mason's, Indurated  lump  marl ;  bluish  grey,  con- 
taining oaste  and  impressions  or  shells 

andatraoeof  green  sand, 70.4 

do Comminuted  fragments  of  shells  in  blue 

sandy  clay  with  perfect  shells ;  a  trace 

of  green  sand, 50.4 

Harrison's  mill, y..    Average  character  of  upper  marl,  bluish 

white  shells  generally  deoomposed^ ....     57 . 9 
do.  Lower  portion  of  the  bed,  compact  indu- 

rated lumps  with  casts  and  impressions 

of  shcUs, 59.0 

Pbdtob  Geobgi. 

Coggin's  Point, Small  shells  and  fragments  in  a  yellow 

sand,  green  sand  a  trace, 28.4 

Mr.  Prentice's, A  great  variety  of  shells  in  sand, 53.6 

Evergreen, Fragmentsof  shells  in  a  light  sand, 82.9 

Tarbay, ^  ditto.  19.4 

Mr.  Bryant, Indurated  lump  marl,  dingy  colour,  con- 
taining casts  and  impressions  of  shells 

and  small  fiagmonts,  none  perfect, 61 . 8 

do Deep  yellow,  perfect  shells  contained  in 

very  comminuted  fragments,  sandy  re- 
siduum with  a  trace  of  green  sand, 20.9 

M.  Smith, Lower  portion  of  the  marl,  a  conglomerate 

of  small  bivalve  shells,  chiefly  ohama 
congregata— considerable  green  sand, . .     68.6 

do Upper  portion  consisting  wholly  of  mactra 

mod.  in  a  blue  clay,  green  sand  a  trace,.    25 . 0 

GSESNSVILLB. 

Mr.  Beevc's, Large  shells  and  fh&gmenta  in  blue  sand, 

a  largo  number  of  the  genus  bolanus, 
green  sand  a  trace, 28.6 

Chapteb  2. 

LimeaUmes  OMOciated  with  the  Mieaeeotu  and  Talcose  Rocks  of  the 
Southern  Dietriet 

Under  a  former  head,  mention  has  been  made  of  the  highly  mag- 
nedan  character  of  some  of  the  limestones  here  referred  to.  The 
details  which  follow  will  serve  to  shew  the  variable  composition  of 
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these  rocks  as  procared  from  different  localities,  and  at  the  same 
time  will  folly  sustain  what  was  formerly  asserted  of  the  yalue  of 
the  lime  which  some  of  these  beds  are  capable  of  furnishing.  Of 
the  hydraulic  character  of  certain  varieties,  some  notice  is  taken  be- 
low, and  additional  and  more  prolonged  trials  remain  yet  to  be  per- 
formed. Until  these  are  completed,  no  confident  affirmation  can  be 
made  of  the  great  excellence  of  any  of  these  limes  as  water  cements, 
though  with  regard  to. several  of  them,  the  capacity  of  slowly  setting 
under  water  has  been  fully  ascertained  by  the  experiments  in  which 
I  am  now  engaged. 

1.  Limestone  from  Mr.  Wright's,  east  of  Beaver  creek,  .Campbell 
county.  Colour  light  grey,  with  dark  stripes,  micaceous ;  texture 
compact,  crystalline ;  fracture  splintery.  In  the  25  grains  this  con- 
sists of,  (R.  £.  R.) 

Carbonate  of  lime, 16.89 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 6.32 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.00 

Silica, 0.67 

Water, 0.12 

2.  Limestone  from  Arthur's  quarry  on  Back  creek,  NW.  of  Lees- 
ville,  Campbell  county.  Colour  light  blue,  with  grey  stripes ;  tex- 
ture rather  compact;  fracture  rather  splintery;  structure  slaty; 
crystalline. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 23.19 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.61 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.14 

Silica, 0.96 

Water, 0.10 

8.  Limestone  from  Elk  creek,  Nelson  coulity,  used  as  flux  at  the 
furnace  in  the  vicinity.  Colour  bluish  grey,  micaceous;  texture 
rather  compact ;  crystalline.     . 

Carbonate  of  lime, 20.87 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.72 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.38 

Silica, 2.88 

Water, 0.16 

4.  Limestone  from  Captain  Perrow's,  Beaver  creek,  Campbell 
county.  Colour  pure  white;  texture  compact,  crystalline;  grain 
rather  fine ;  fracture  conchoidal. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 18.94 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 10.18 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.39 

Silica, 0.88 

Water, 0.11 

5.  Limestone  from  James  river  canal  between  Elk  creek  and 
Greenway,  Nelson  county.  Colour  white ;  texture  compact ;  crys- 
talline ;  fracture  conchoidal ;  contains  disseminated  small  crystals  of 
quartz. 
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Oarbonate  of  lime, 16.08 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 7.58 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.49 

Silica, 0.78 

Water, 0.12 

6.  Limestone  from  south  side  of  James  river  opposite  Warmin- 
ster, Backingham  conntj.  Colour  pink,  mottled  with  grej ;  texture 
rather  compact;  sabcrystalline ;  grain  moderately  fine;  fracture 
conchoidal;  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 11.17 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, .*    8.50 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.04 

Silica, 4.12 

Water, 0.17 

7.  Limestone  from  Poanding  Mill  creek,  near  New  Market,  Nel- 
son county ;  colour  light  pink ;  texture  compact ;  grain  moderately 
fine ;  fracture  sharp,  scaly. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 12.95 

Carbonate  of  magnesia^ 10.80 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.28 

Silica, 0.88 

Water, 0.09 

9.  Limestone  from  judge  Saunders's,  Flat  creek,  Campbell  county. 
Colour  blue ;  structure  slaty.    In  the  100  grains  are  contained 

Carbonate  of  lime, 51.8 

10.  Limestone  from  James  river  below  Archer's  creek,  Camp- 
bell county.  Colour  grey;  subcrystalline  with  small  rhombs  of 
calc.  spar. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 79.5 

11.  Limestone  from  one  half  mile  NW.  of  Dyer's  mill,  Albemarle 
county.    Blue,  slaty,  alternating  with  white  lamines. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 77.2 

12.  Limestone  from  Arthur's  qaarry,  near  Leesville,  Campbell 
county.    Bluish  grey,  micaceous,  containing  masses  of  calc.  spar. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 80. 

18.  Limestone  from  one  mile  above  New  Market,  Nelson  county, 
quarried  for  locks  on  the  James  river  canal.  Blue,  cpmpact,  and 
traversed  by  veins  of  flesh  coloured  oarb.  lime. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 79.6 

14.  Limestone  from  James  river  canal,  2  miles  below  Warminster, 
Nelson  county.    Blue,  slnty,  micaceous,  with  calc.  spar. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 72.7 

15.  Limestone  from  captain  Tardy's,  near  Otter  river,  Campbell 
county.    Bluish,  granular,  micaceous. 

*         Carbonate  of  lime, 59. 

16.  Limestone  from  Ro.  Irvine's,  Buffalo  creek,  Campbell  county. 
Light  grey,  slightly  micaceous  and  subcrystalline. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 87.8 
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county.    Bine  and  slaty. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 60.5 

18.  Limestone  from  Ross's  farnace,  Stonewall  creek,  Oampbell 
county.    Light  bluish  grej ;  granular ;  subcrystalline. 

Carbonate  of  Sme, 88,4 

19.  Limestone  from  near  Elk  creek,  Nelson  county,  quarried  for 
locks.    Dark  blue,  slaty,  and  slightly  micaceous. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 66.5 

20.  Limestone  from  Rives^s  quarry,  near  Brooks^s,  Franklin  coun- 
ty. Blue  micaceous  laminn,  mternating  with  white  subcrystalline 
carb.  lime. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 64.5 

21.  Limestone  from  James  river  canal,  between  Fishing  creek 
and  Opossum  creek.    White  slaty,  surface  talcose. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 25. 

22.  Limestone  from  Buck  Island  creek,  Albemarle  county.  Col- 
our dark  blue,  with  white  veins  of  spar;  texture  rather  compact; 
grain  moderately  fine. 

Carbonate  of  lime, Y6.4 

Chapteb  8. 

Limestones  qf  Formation  IL 

The  annexed  details  relating  chiefly  to  the  highly  magnesian  va- 
rieties of  this  formation,  while  serring  to  confirm  the  observations 
made  in  previous  reports,  as  regards  the  hydraulic  properties  of  this 
class  of  limestones,  will,  it  is  hoped,  prove  useful  in  pointing  out  a 
number  of  localities  of  cement  rocks  not  referred  to  in  former  pub- 
lioations. 

1.  Limestone  from  near  the  Trap  Dyke,  8^  miles  west  of  Mount 
Crawford,  Rockingham  county.  Colour  Ught  grey ;  texture  rather 
compact ;  subcrystalline ;  inclining  to  granular ;  fracture  rough ; 
hydraulic.     In  the  25  grains  this  consists  of 

Carbonate  of  lime, 13.50  grains. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 10.56      " 

Alumina,  tinged  with  oxide  of  iron, ....     0.88     " 

Silica, ! 0.89      " 

Water, 0.17     " 

2.  Limestone  from  the  eastern  base  of  Prioe^s  mountain,  Bote- 
tourt county.  Colour  light  bluish  grey ;  texture  compact ;  fracture 
slightly  conchoidal ;  grain  moderately  fine ;  highly  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 12.96 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 9.35 

Silica, 2.09 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.87 

Water, 0.33 

8.  Limestone  from  slaty  beds  in  II.,  Liberty  road,  8  miles  north 
of  Big  Dck,  Roanoke  county.  Colour  dark  bluish  grey ;  moderate- 
ly compact;  slightly  subcrystalline;  fine  grained;  containing  dis- 
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seminated  small  specks  of  iron  pyrites,  and  enclosing  geodes  of  sul- 
phate of  lime ;  yerj  hydraulic 

Carbonate  of  lime, 11.66 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 8.54 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1 .00 

Sulphuret  of  iron, 0.28 

Silica, 8.17 

Water, 0.50 

4.  Limestone  from  Rich  valley  opposite  tlie  Salt  works,  Wash- 
ington county.  Colour  bluish  white ;  compact ;  fine  grained ;  hy- 
draulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 12.52 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 10.88 

Alumina,  tinged  with  oxide  of  iron, 0.18 

Silica, 1.86 

Water, 0.07 

6.  Limestone  from  locality  H  miles  east  of  Cedar  Grove,  Rock- 
bridge county.  Colour  bluish  grey ;  texture  compact;  grain  mod- 
erately fine ;  fracture  slightly  conchoidal ;  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 12.53 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 8.97 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.52 

Silica, 2.82 

Water, 0.16 

6.  Limestone  from  south  side  of  Shenandoah  river,  2  miles  from 
Blackford's  furnace.  Page  county.  Colour  very  light  brown  and 
drab;  texture  compact;  graui  fine;  fracture  rather  smooth  and 
slightly  conchoidal ;  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 18.01 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 10.46 

Alumina  with  trace  of  oxide  of  iron, 0.80 

Silica, 1.17 

Water, 0.07 

7.  Limestone  from  locality  4  miles  south  of  ^ew  Market.  Colour 
light  bluish  grey;  texture  compact ;  grain  moderately  fine;  weath- 
ered surface  tinged  with  oxide  of  iron ;  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lune, 13.50 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, .  % 10.63 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.17 

Silica, ; 0.60 

Water, 0.10 

8.  Limestone  from  lower  stratum  at  Dr.  Blackford's  mill  race, 
Page  county.  Colour  light  blue,  inclining  to  grey;  texture  com- 
pact; grain  moderately  fine ;  slightly  subcrystalline ;  some  portions 
of  surface  filmed  with  white  calo.  spar ;  very  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 18.40 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 9.78 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.19 

Silica, 1.47 

Water, 0.16 
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9.  Limestone  from  locality  a  little  sonth  of  Abingdon.  Colour 
blaisb  grej;  teztnre  compact;  grdn  fine;  fractare  small  con- 
choidal;  hydraalic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 19.55 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 2.54 

Alamina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.28 

Silica, 2.51 

Water, 0.12 

10.  Limestone  from  locality  6  miles  NW.  of  Pattonsborg,  on 
road  to  Crawford^s  monntain.  Colour  dark  bluish  grey;  texture 
compact;  fracture  rather  earthy,  and  slightly  conchoidal;  hy- 
draulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 11.58 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 9.82 

Alumina  and  trace  of  oxide  of  iron, 0.76 

Silica, 8.09 

Water, 0.25 

11.  Limestone  from  bed  passing  a  little  west  of  Waynesboro', 
Augusta  county.  Colour  light  blue ;  texture  compact ;  grain  fine ; 
fracture  slightly  conchoidal;  weathered  surface,  tinged  with  per- 
oxide of  iron ;  very  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 12.38 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 9.58 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.57 

Silica, 2.86 

Water, 0.16 

12.  Limestone  from  Catawba  creek,  near  Stone  Coal  gap.  Col- 
our dark  bluish  grey;  texture  compact;  grain  moderately  fine; 
fracture  rather  uneven ;  very  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 11.16 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 9.38 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.62 

Silica, 8.59 

Water, 0.25 

18.  Limestone  from  gap  of  Peter's  mountain,  north  side  of  New 

river,  4  miles  from  Grey  Sulphur  springs.    Colour  greenish  grey ; 

texture  compact ;   grain  rather  fine ;  fracture  rather  undulating ; 

hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 11.17 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, . . .' 8.81 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.06 

Silica, 4.27 

Water, 0.19 

14.  Limestone  from  near  the  mouth  of  Wolf  creek,  Giles  county. 

Colour  light  grey;  weathered  surface,  tinged  with  oxide  of  iron; 

texture  rather  friable;    crystalline;  fractured  surface,  rough  and 

seemingly  arenaceous ;  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 18.23 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 10.99 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.14 


395 

Silica, ; 0.55 

Water, 0.09 

15.  Limestone  from  locality  8  miles  north  of  Abingdon.  Colour 
dark  blue;  texture  compact;  grain  fine;  fracture  rather  smooth 
and  slightly  conchoidal ;  very  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 15.30 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 7.11 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.23 

Silica, •  2.17 

Water, 0.19 

16.  Limestone  eight  miles  north  of  Fincastle,  on  road  to  Dib- 
brelFs  spring.  Colour  dark  bluish  grey ;  texture  compact ;  slaty ; 
grain  fine  ;  fracture  slaty  conchoidal ;  very  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 9.29 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 7.31 

Alumina,  tinged  with  oxide  of  iron, 1.29 

Silica, 6.93 

Water, 0.18 

17.  Limestone  from  west  base  of  Little  Fort  mountain,  opposite 
Woodstock.  Colour  light  bluish  grey;  texture  compact;  grain 
fine ;  fracture  smooth  conchoidal ;  very  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 12.63 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 10.12 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.48 

Silica, 1.52 

Water, 0.25 

.  18.  Limestone  from  Roaring  run,  foot  of  the  Two  Pointers 
(mountains),  Botetourt.  Colour  dark  bluish  grey;  texture  com- 
pact; grain  moderately  fine,  subcrystalline;  fracture  sharp  con- 
choidal ;  very  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 12.52 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 7.83 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.62 

Silica, 3.90 

Water, 0.13 

Chapter  4. 

LimestoMS  of  Formation  VL 

1.  Limestone  from  Patterson^s  creek,  near  Hampshire  furnace. 
Colour  greyish  drab;  weathered  surface  tinged  with  per-oxide  of 
iron;  texture  rather  compact;  subcrystalline;  grain  moderately 
fine ;  structure  slaty. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 28.11 

Carbonate  of  magnerfa, 0.35 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.19 

Silica, 1.24 

Water, 0.18 
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2.  Limestone  from  Little  Ridge,  Dear  the  Bloomerj,  Hampshire 
county.  Oolour  doll  blaish  grey;  teztare  compact;  grain  fine; 
crystalline  specks;  fractare  rather  conchoidal ;  hydranlio. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 11.66 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 7.67 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.68 

Silica, 8.90 

Water, 0.19 

Chapteb  5. 
Limestones  of  Formation  XL 

It  will  be  apparent  from  the  following  details,  that  this  forma- 
tion includes  beds  of  limestone  of  remarkable  purity,  and  adapted 
to  furnish  a  lime  well  suited  to  architectural  as  well  as  household 
and  agricultural  purposes.  Where  widely  developed,  as  in  Green- 
brier and  Monroe^  extensive  beds  are  found  in  it,  containing  a  con- 
siderable proportion  of  carbonate  of  magnesia,  by  which,  together 
with  the  accompanying  silica,  they  are  fitted  for  the  manufacture  of 
water  cement.  Layers  of  this  description  are  also  met  with  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  state,  and  within  the  general  limits  of  the 
coal  region,  an  example  of  which  is  presented  below  in  the  specimen 
from  the  Cheat  river,  near  the  mouth  of  Laurel  ran.  Numerous 
other  instances  of  the  occurrence  of  magnesia  and  hydraulic  bands 
in  this  formation  will  no  doubt  be  brougiit  to  light  by  further  geo- 
logieid  and  chemical  investigations. 

The  value  of  these  limestones  generally  is  sufficiently  illustrated 
by  the  fact,  that,  excluding  the  specimen  containing  a  large  amount 
of  magnesia,  the  average  proportion  of  carbonate  of  lime  in  those 
enumerated  below  is  about  86  per  cent.,  indicating  a  degree  of  purity 
equal  to  that  of  the  better  class  of  dark  blue  limestones  belonging  to 
formation  II..  as  they  are  spread  out  in  our  great  valley. 

The  last  six  specimens  in  the  following  list  having  been  found 
devoid  of  magnesia,  were  analyzed  no  further  than  to  ascertain  the 
percentage  of  carbonate  of  lime. 

1.  Limestone  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Red  Sulphur  springs, 
Monroe  county.  Colour  bluish  black;  texture  compact;  grain  fine; 
fracture  smooth  conchoidal. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 22.73 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, a  trace. 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.30 

Silica, 1.55 

Water 0.11 

Bituminous  matter.     « 

2.  Limestone  from  M^ddy  creek  mountain,  near  Blue  Sulphur 
spring.  Colour  light  grey;  texture  compact:  grain  fine;  fracture 
sharp  conchoidal.    This  rbck  is  beautifuUy  oolitic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 24.65 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.00 
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Almnina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.12 

Silica, 0  10 

Water. 0.06 

This,  like  all  the  other  light  coloured  oolitic  specimens  from  this 
formation,  is  remarkablj  pore,  containing,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
above  resolt,  upwards  of  98  per  cent,  of  carbonate  of  lime. 

8.  Limestone  from  near  Union,  Monroe  county.  Colour  bluish 
grey ;  texture  compact ;  subcrystalline ;  fracture  sharp  conchoidal. 

Oarbonate  of  lime, 28.08 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, a  trace. 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.14 

SiUca, 0.47 

Water, 0.10 

4.  Limestone  from  the  inferior  portion  of  formation  No.  XI.. 
Cheat  river,  three  fourths  mile  below  the  mouth  of  Laurel  run. 
Colour  lead  grey,  with  a  greenish  yellow  tinge ;  texture  compact ; 
grain  moderately  fine ;  fracture  irregular,  earthy ;  tery  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 10.40 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 6.48 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 2.42 

Silica, 6.00 

Water, 0.31 

5.  Limestone  from  superior  portion  of  XL,  east  side  of  Laurel 
Hill  axis,  Monongalia  county,  used  as  a  flux  at  the  Greenville  fur- 
nace. Colour  spots  of  light  yellow  and  grey ;  texture  compact,  par- 
tially subcrystalline ;  fracture  uneven  and  rather  smooth. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 22.08 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron,. .' 0.68 

Silica, 1.81 

Water, 0.18 

6.  Limestone  from  lower  part  of  XL,  used  at  Jenkinses  limekiln, 
Cheat  river,  below  the  mouth  of  Gum  Camp  run.  Colour  lead 
grey ;  texture  compact,  slightly  subcrystalline ;  fracture  irregular. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 22.44 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.58 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.29 

Silica, 1 .45 

Water, 0.23 

7.  Limestone  from  XL,  Cheat  river,  below  Gum  Camp  run, 
Preston  county.  Colour  light  grey,  with  stripes  of  blue ;  texture 
compact ;  fracture  rough  plain  surface,  seemingly  arenaceous. 

Carbonate  of  Time, 16.85 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.58 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.22 

Silica, 6.76 

Water, 0.14 

8.  Limestone  from  XL,  Richard  Forman's  phintatioo,  Preston 
county.  Colour  lead  grey ;  texture  compact,  subcrystalline ;  grain 
fine ;  fraotnre  slightly  conchoidal. 


Carbonate  of  lime, 22.95 

Carbonate  of  magneda, 1.48 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.10 

Silica, 0.34 

Water, : 0.18 

9.  Limestone  from  XL,  western  side  of  Brierj  axis,  two  miles 
sonth  of  Kingwood,  Preston  county.  Colour  light  grey ;  texture 
compact,  partiaUy  subcrystalline ;  grain  fine ;  fracture  irregular. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 22.86 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.70 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.22 

Silica, 1.61 

Water, 0.21 

10.  Limestone  from  eastern  side  of  Briery  mountain,  one  half 
mile  north  of  the  turnpike.  Colour  grey ;  texture  rather  compact, 
slightly  suborystalline ;  grain  rather  coarse. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 16.00 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 1.69 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.40 

Silica, 6.74 

Water, 0.17 

11.  Limestone  from  front  ridge  of  Alleghany,  opposite  the  North 
Fork  gap  in  Knobly  mountain.  Colour  dark  bluish  grey ;  texture 
compact,  subcrystaliine ;  grain  fine;  fracture  conchoidal,  smooth. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 22.62 

Carbonate  of  magnesiaK, 1.00 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.18 

Silica,: 1.14 

Water, 0.16 

12.  Limestone  from  front  ridge  of  Alleghany,  opposite  Peters- 
burg; Colour  light  lead;  texture  compact;  subcrjstalluie ;  grain 
fine ;  fracture  conchoidal. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 22.13 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.81 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.88 

Silica, 1.60 

Water, 0.18 

13.  Limestone  from  Everlie^s  mill,  near  the  head  of  Youghio- 
gheny,  western  side  of  Briery  axis,  Preston  county.  Colour  light 
grey ;  texture  compact ;  subcrystaliine  fracture,  slightly  conchoidal. 
In  the  100  grains. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 92 

14.  Limestone  from  the  lower  part  of  XI.,  Decker^s  creek,  Mo- 
nongalia county.  Colour  light  grey ;  compact,  subcrystaliine ;  frac- 
ture uneven. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 84.5 

15.  Limestone  from  the  middle  of  upper  limestone  of  XI.,  west- 
ern side  of  Briery  axis,  4  miles  south  of  Kingwood  road.  Colour 
light  grey ;  compact  and  subcrystaliine. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 90,7 
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16.  Limestone  from  the  western  side  of  Backbone  axis  on  Red 
creek,  6  miles  above  its  month,  Randolph  coontj.  Colour  light 
grey ;  texture  compact,  &c. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 82.5 

17.  Limestone  from  western  side  of  Brier j  axis,  half  a  mile 
below  the  Eingwood,  near  Roaring  creek,  on  land  of  Christian 
Smith.    Colour  grey,  inclining  to  dun ;  texture,  &c.  as  in  the  above. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 69.5 

18.  Limestone  from  upper  part  of  limestone  of  XL,  a  short  dis- 
tance west  of  Mount  Carmel.    Colour  grey ;  texture,  &c.  as  before. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 84.6 

Chaptee  6. 
Limestones  of  the  Coal  Measures* 

In  presenting  the  following  results,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  be  able  to  announce  the  fact  that  by  recent  trials  in  my  labora- 
tory many  of  the  bands  of  limestone  included  in  the  conl  measures 
have  been  proved  capable  of  furnishing  a  good  water  cement ;  and 
I  would  ada,  that  the  observations  thus  far  made,  lead  to  the  belief 
that  these  hydraulie  layers  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  both  in  the 
upper  and  lower  coal  series.  In  connection  with  future  explora- 
tions, therefore,  particular  attention  will  be  directed  to  the  chemi- 
cal analyses  of  the  calcareous  rocks  as  presented  at  numerous  locali- 
ties not  referred  to  below,  and  to  the  determination  of  their  value 
as  cements  or  for  household  and  agricultural  uses. 

In  relation  to  the  results  here  given,  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that 
they  are  presented  in  a  somewhat  imperfect  shape — the  process  of 
separating  the  alumina  and  oxide  of  iron  not  having  been  completed, 
and  the  amount  of  iron  existing  in  the  state  of  carbonate  being  now 
only  in  progress  of  examination.  These  particulars,  however,  are 
of  little  or  no  economical  importance,  and  would  not  affect  in  a  sen- 
sible degree  the  amount  of  lime  and  magnesia  here  stated.  I  have 
therefore  thought  it  advisable  to  exhibit  a  few  such  results,  even 
though  incomplete,  as  illustrating  the  characteristic  features  of  some 
of  the  limestones  under  consideration.  Numerous  and  very  detailed 
analyses  of  these  and  other  materials,  of  which  partial  reports  have 
been  from  time  to  time  presented,  will  be  given  hereafter. 

1.  Limestone  from  the  vicinity  of  Morgantown,  near  Rogers's 
mill.  Dove  coloured;  weathered  surface  ferruginous;  texture 
compact;  subcrystalline ;  grain  fine;  fracture  irregular  and  rather 
smooth ;  very  hydraulic  ;  sets  promptly  and  becomes  very  hard. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 13.01 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 4.28 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 2.15 

Silica, 4.84 

Water, 0.40 

2.  Limestone  from  coal  rocks  near  Eingwood,  Preston  county, 
Mr.  Hagan's.    Colour  dull  bluish  grey  tinged  with  yellow ;  texture 
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oompact;  grain  fine;  fraotare  conchoidal;  specks  of  sulphuret  of 

iron  and  calc.  spar;  tery  hydraulic;  sets  promptly  and  becomes 

very  hard. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 14.29 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 5.95 

Alamina  and  oxide  of  iron, 2.28 

Silica, 2.13 

Water, 0.35 

8.  Limestone  from  Kanawha  yalley,  beneath  Stockton's  coal 

seam,  near  steam  mill.    Colonr  dnll  dark  grey ;  textaro  compact ; 

grain  rather  coarse ;  fracture  conchoidal ;  containing  carbonaceous 

matter  and  specks  of  iron  pyrites ;  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 16.70 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 1.07 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.60 

Silica, 6.01 

Water, 0.62 

4.  Limestone  from  Hughes's  creek,  Kanawha.  Colour  light  blu- 
ish grey ;  texture  compact ;  fracture  eJightly  conchoidal ;  weathered 
surface  earthy  and  ferruginous. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 14.12 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.62 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.75 

Silica, 8.01 

Water, 0.50 

5.  Limestone  from  beneath  the  middle  seam  of  coal  in  the  King- 
wood  basin.  Colour  lead  blue;  texture  oompact ;  grain  fine;  frac- 
ture irregular. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 19.88 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.70 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.78 

Silica, 8.45 

Water, 0.31 

6.  Limestone  from  one  mile  east  of  Brandon  ville,  Preston  county* 
Mr.  Rhodoheaver^s.  Colour  dull  dark  blue ;  texture  compact ;  grain 
fine ;  fracture  rather  smooth. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 16.02 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 2.28 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 2.14 

Silica, 4.08 

Water, 0.32 

Carbonate  of  iron, 0.20 

7.  Limestone  from  band  beneath  the  lower  seam  of  coal  in  the 
Kingwood  basin,  colonel  Fairfax's,  2}  milQs  southeast  of  Kingwood. 
Colour  dark  lead  grey ;  texture  compact ;  grain  fine ;  fracture  smooth, 
conchoidal. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 20.35 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.83 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.88 


401 

Silica, 2.66 

Water, 0.81 

8.  Limestone  from  the  magDesian  band  above  the  Wheeling  coal 
seam.  Colonr  light  grey  or  drab ;  texture  moderately  compact ; 
grain  rather  line ;  fracture  indining  to  be  earthy ;  hydraulic. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 10.86 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 6.61 

AlnraiDa  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.10 

Silica, 6.16 

Water,. 0.2r 

9.  limestone  from  the  band  adjoining  the  2  feet  seam  of  coal  at 
Clarksburg,  judge  Duncan's.  Colour  dull  bluish  grey,  with  a  light 
brownish  tinge ;  texture  compact ;  grain  fine ;  fracture  rather  con- 
choidal. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 23.88 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.47 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.24 

Silica, 0.23 

Water, 0.18 

Bituminous  matter,  a  trace. 

10.  Limestone  from  the  band  adjoining  the  large  coal  seam, 
Clarksburg,  judge  Duncan's.  Colour  dark  bluish  grey;  texture 
moderately  compact;  grain  moderately  fine;  fracture  rough  and 
splintery.  This  rock  is  under  examination  as  a  hydraulic  cement, 
and  from  present  appearances  bids  fair  to  shew  striking  hydraulic 
powers. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 16.70 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 2.27 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.10 

Silica, 4.62 

Water, 0.41 

Bituminous  matter,  a  trace. 

Chapteb  7. 
Iron  Ore$  of  Formation  XL  and  of  the  Goal  Measuret, 

1.  Iron  ore  from  formation  XI.,  from  the  upper  seam  at  the 
Orenyille  furnace.  Laurel  Hill,  Monongalia  county.  Colour  reddish 
brown  or  olive ;  weathered  surface  light  brown  or  drab ;  texture 
compact ;  grain  fine ;  fracture  slightly  conchoidal. 

Carbonate  of  iron, 23.27 

Carbonate  of  lime, trace. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia^ trace. 

Silica, 1.12 

Alumina, , 0.20 

Water  and  bitumen, 0.31 

Carbonate  of  manganese, trace. 

2.  Iron  ore  from  XL,  average  specimen  from  "Bock  vein/* 
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GrenvDle  fa  mace.    Colour  bluish,  inclining  to  grey ;  texture  com- 
pact ;  grain  rather  fine ;  fracture  earthy. 

Carbonate  of  iron, 16.08 

Carbonate  of  lim^, trace. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, trace. 

Silica, 6.80 

Alumina, 1.04 

Water  and  bitumen, 0.80 

Carbonate  of  manganese, a  trace. 

8.  Iron  ore  from  XL,  "  Rock  vein  "  at  the  "  GrenviUe  works." 
Contains  vegetable  remains  and  numerous  disseminated  scales  of 
mica.  Colour  grey ;  texture  rather  compact ;  grain  moderately  fine ; 
fracture  irregular,  earthy. 

Carbonate  of  iron, 15.16 

Carbonate  of  lime, a  trace. 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, a  trace. 

Silica, 7.80 

Alumina, 0.94 

Water, 0.50 

Carbonate  of  manganese, a  trace. 

4.  Inm  are  from  XI.,  "  Lower  vein  "  at  Grenville  furnace.  Col- 
our dull  reddish  brown;  texture  compact;  fracture  slightly  con- 
ohoidal,  disclosing  minute  scales  of  mica. 

Carbonate  of  iron, 17.79 

Carbonate  of  lime  and  magnesia, 0.86 

Silica, 6.62 

Alumina, 0.74 

Water, 0.41 

Carbonate  of  manganese, a  trace. 

6.  Iron  ore  from  XL,  upper  vein,  Henry  Clay  furnace,  Monon- 
galia county.  Colour  grey  with  a  reddish  brown  tint ;  texture  com- 
pact ;  grain  fine ;  fracture  conchoidal ;  weathered  surface  ochreous. 

Carbonate  of  iron, 22.28 

Carbonates  of  lime  and  magnesia, 0.20 

Silica, 1.87 

Alumina, 0.85 

Water, 0.22 

Carbonate  of  manganese, a  trace. 

6.  Iron  ore  from  XL,  German  Settlement.  Colour  bluish  grey 
inclining  to  brown ;  texture  compact ;  grain  fine ;  fracture  irregular 
conchoidal.  Contains  films  of  carbonate  of  lime  and  minute  specks 
of  sulphnret  of  iron,  sparsely  disseminated. 

Carbonate  of  iron, 28.00 

Carbonates  of  lime  and  magnesia, 0.80 

Silica, 1.02 

Alumina, 0.30 

Water, 0.28 

Carbonate  of  manganese, a  trace. 
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7.  Iron  ore  from  Hollow  run,  a  branch  of  Muddy  creek  in  Pres- 
ton connty.  Color  dark  blue ;  texture  compact ;  grain  fine ;  fracture 
slightly  conchoidal ;  weathered  surface  yellowish  brown. 

Carbonate  of  iron, 20.64 

Carbonate  of  lime, ." 0.66 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.94 

SiUca, 2.11 

Alumina, 0.53 

Water, 0.26 

Carbonate  of  manganese, 

8.  Iron  ore  from  Stoney  run  four  miles  above  the  turnpike, 
Hardy  county.  Colour  light  gray ;  weathered  surface  tinged  with 
per-oxide  of  iron;  texture  compact ;  grain  fine;  fracture  conchoidal. 

Carbonate  of  iron, 19.89 

Carbonate  of  lime, 0.84 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.64 

Silica, 2.54 

Alumina, 0.46 

Water, 0.35 

Carbonate  of  manganese, a  trace. 

9.  Iron  ore  from  falls  of  Stoney  river,  Hardy  county.  Colour 
dull  lead  grey,  inclining  to  brown ;  texture  compact ;  grain  rather 
fine ;  fracture  splintery. 

Carbonate  of  iron, 17.76 

Carbonate  of  lime, 1.44 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 1.00 

Silica, 8.05 

Alumina, 0.90 

Water, 0.46 

Carbonate  of  manganese, a  trace. 

10.  Iron  ore  from  shales  above  the  calcareous  band  separating 
the  two  seams  of  coal  at  col.  Fairfax's,  Preston  county.  Colour 
blue  in  interior ;  exterior  composed  of  concentric  layers  per-oxidated 
by  exposure  to  the  atmosphere ;  texture  compact ;  grain  fine ;  frac- 
ture slightly  conchoidal. 

Carbonate  of  iron, 17.16 

Carbonate  of  lime, 1.46 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 3.01 

Silica, 2.62 

Alumina, 0.45 

Water, 0.53 

Carbonate  of  manganese, a  trace. 

11.  Iron  ore  from  shales  above  the  lowest  seam  of  coal  on  North 
branch  of  Potomac,  six  miles  below  tlie  mouth  of  Abraham's  creek. 
Colour  dark  bluish  grey  with  a  brownish  tint;  weathered  surface 
dark  brown ;  texture  compact ;  grain  fine ;  fracture  conchoidaL 

Carbonate  of  iron, 19.30 

Carbonate  of  lime, 0.81 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.70 
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Silica, 2.86 

Alumina, 0.61 

Carbonate  of  manganese, a  trace. 

Water, 0.33 

12.  Iron  ore  from  cod  measarea,  M.  Hartman's,  Crab  Orchard, 
Preston  coanty.  Goloar  deep  red  inclining  to  brown ;  textare  com- 
pact; grain  fine;  fractare  slightly  conchoidal;  powder  dark  red; 
contains  vegetable  impressions. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 16.67 

Lime, 0.15 

Magnesia,. 0.19 

Silica, 6.24 

Alumina, 0.97 

Carbonate  of  manganese, a  trace. 

Water, 0.66 

18.  Iron  ore  from  Wilson's  mill,  shales  between  the  first  and 
second  seam  of  .     Colour  bluish  grey  inclining  to 

brown;  texture  compact;  grain  apparently  coarse;  fractare  slightly 
conchoidal. 

Carbonate  of  iron, 15.41 

Carbonate  of  lime, 0.87 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.56 

Silica, 6.22 

Alumina, 1.16 

Carbonate  of  manganese, a  trace. 

Water, 0.51 

14.  Iron  ore  from  coal  measures,  Yalley  furnace,  Monongalia 
county.  Colour  reddish  brown,  inclining  to  grey ;  weathered  sur- 
face ochreous ;  texture  rather  compact ;  grain  seemingly  coarse,  but 
not  so  to  the  touch ;  fracture  irregular;  contains  vegetable  impres- 
sions. 

Carbonate  of  iron, 19.18 

Carbonate  of  lime, 0.93 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.70 

Silica, 8.18 

Alumina, 0.51 

Water, 0.44 

Carbonate  of  manganese, a  trace. 

16.  Iron  ore  from  the  Valley  furnace  as  above,  called  by  the 
miners  kidney  ore.  Colour  bluish  grey,  inclining  to  brown ;  weath- 
ered surf  ace  ochreous ;  texture  compact ;  grain  nne;  fracture  plane. 

Carbonate  of  iron, 19.55 

Carbonate  of  lime, 1.10 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.75 

Silica, 2.80 

Alumina, 0.35 

Water, 0.50 

Carbonate  of  manganese, a  trace. 
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16.  Iron  ore  from  shales  above  the  second  seam  at  Brantzbarg, 
North  branch  of  Potomac.  Colour  greyish  bine;  texture  compact; 
grain  moderately  fine ;  fracture  irregular ;  weathered  surface  tinged 
with  peroxide  of  iron. 

Carbonate  of  iron, *. 17.17 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 0.78 

Carbonate  of  lime, 0.45 

Silica, 5.18 

Alumina, 0.69 

Carbonate  of  manganese, a  trace. 

Water, 0.39 

It  will  be  remarked  of  the  above  analyses,  that  a  trace  of  carbon- 
ate of  manganese  is  stated  as  generally  present,  both  in  the  ores 
of  XI.  and  of  the  coal  measures.  In  only  two  or  three  instances 
was  its  amount  sufficient  to  be  estimated,  and  in  these  cases  it  was 
found  so  inconsiderable  as  to  be  undeserving  of  note.  With  regard 
to  several  other  specimens  yet  to  be  analysed,  there  are  indications 
of  a  larger  proportion  of  this  ingredient.  I  would  add  that  a  pre- 
cise determination  of  its  amount  will  always  be  given  where  it  is 
capable  of  being  noted,  or  worthy  of  mention  in  an  economical  point 
of  view. 

COALS  OF  THE  GREAT  WESTERN  COAL  REGION. 

FBOM  FOBMATION  XI. 

Though  not  properly  included  in  the  coal  measures,  the  coals  of 
this  formation  being  found  either  along  the  margin  of  the  great  basin 
or  in  the  axes  within  its  boundaries,  are  in  general  so  contiguous  to 
the  seams  of  the  lower  coal  series,  that  they  may  with  propriety 
be  treated  of  in  the  same  connection. 

1.  Coal  from  Little  Sewell,  near  the  top,  a  short  distance  below 
formation  XII.  Composed  of  alternating  shining  and  dull  black 
laminse.    In  the  100  grains,  contains, 

Carbon, 80.24 

Volatile  matter, 17.48 

Ash, 2.28 

2.  Coal  from  same  locality ;  aspect  the  same  as  the  foregoing. 

Carbon, 77.64 

Volatile  matter, 17.36 

Ash, 5.00 

FBOM  BIO  SEWELL  MOITNTAIN. 

8.  Coal  from  the  east  side  of  Big  Sewell.  Kogers's  seam.  Com- 
posed chiefly  of  shining  jet  black  laminae,  with  occasional  thinner 
ones  of  dull  black. 

Carbon, 75.88 

Volatile  matter, 22.82 

Ash, 1.80 


406 

4.  Goal  from  west  flank  of  Big  Sewell.  Tyree's  bed.    Composed 

of  doll  black  laminse. 

OarboD, 67.84 

Volatile  matter, 30.08 

Ash, 2.08 

6.  Goal  from  west  side  of  Big  Sewell.    Deem's.     Composed  of 

Jet  black  shining  laminse ;  fraotore  prismatic. 

Carbon, 71.73 

Volatile  matter, 27.13 

Ash, 1.14 

FBOM  TRACT  BETWEEN  BIQ  BBWELL    AKD  KANAWHA. 

6.  Coal  from  Mill  creek,  Fayette  county.    Paris  &  Wood's  bank. 
Composed  of  shining  black  lamins,  with  films  of  charcoal. 

Carbon, 71.88 

Volatile  matter, 26.20 

Ash, 1.92 

7.  Coal  from  Scrabble  creek.    Shining  and  compact. 

Carbon, 63.86 

Volatile  matter, 29.04 

Ash, 7.60 

8.  Coal  from  Bell  creek.    Dnll  and  friable. 

Carbon, 

Volatile  matter, 32.16 

Ash, 

LOWEB  COAL  SERIES. 
FBOM  THE   VALLEY   07  THE  KANAWHA. 

9.  Coal  from  8W.  side  of  Keller's  (Kelley's,  Ed.)  creek.     Latoat 
warn,    Hansford's.    Brilliant  and  compact. 

Carbon, 60.92 

Volatile  matter, 37.08 

Ash 2.00 

10.  Coal  from  Stockton's  mine,  near  mill.     Second  seam.    Deep 
black ;  shining  and  compact. 

Carbon, 74.56 

Volatile  matter, 21.13 

Ash, 4.82 

11.  Coal  from  L.  Roffner's.     Campbell  creek,  or  second  seam. 

Carbon, 55.76 

Volatile  matter, 32.44 

Ash, 11.80 

12.  Coal  from  Noyes,  Rand  &  Co.'s.     Campbell's  creek,  or  seo-^ 
end  seam. 

Carbon, 64.16 

Volatile  matter, 82.24 

Ash, 8.60 
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18.  Coal  from  Noyes,  Rand  &  Co.'a.    Campbeirs  oreek,  or  ««j- 
andseam. 

Carbon, 66.64 

Volatile  matter, 81.28 

Ash, 8.08 

14.  Coal  from  Cos  &  Hannah's   (Hanna,  £d.)      Third  team. 
Deep  black,  shining  and  compact 

Carbon, 61.41 

Volatile  matter, 42.66 

Ash, 6.04 

16.  Coal  from  Fanre's  bank.    Upper  eeam,  beneath  the  black  flint. 

Carbon, 63.20 

Volatile  matter, 85.04 

Ash, 11.76 

16.  Coal  from  upper  seam,    Daniel  Kaffner^s. 

Carbon, 49.84 

Volatile  matter, 44.28 

Ash, 6.88 

17.  Coal  from  Bream's  banic.     Third  seam. 

Carbon, 67.76 

Volatile  matter, 83.68 

Ash 8.66 

18.  Coal  from  Smithers'  bank. 

Carbon, 64.62 

Volatile  matter, 29.76 

Ash, 15.76 

19.  Coal  from  Hughes's  bank.    Brilliant  and  compact. 

Carbon, 62.32 

Volatile  matter, 82.88 

Ash, 4.80 

20.  Coal  from  Danl.  Rnfiher's.     Upper  eeam. 

Carbon, 67.28 

Volatile  matter, 36.08 

Ash, 7.64 

21.  Coal  from  Warth  &  English's. 

Carbon, 64.00 

Volatile  matter, 89.76 

Ash, 6.24 

FBOM  THE  HAMPSniBE  AND  HARDY  BASINS. 

22.  Coal  from  lower  seam,  Brantzbnrg,  north  branch  of  Potomac, 
2  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Savage. 

Carbon, 72.40 

Volatile  matter, 19.72 

Ash, 7.88 

28.  Coal  from  Oliver's  tract— 12  foot  seam. 

Carbon, 79.08 

Volatile  matter, 16.28 

Ash, 4.64 
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24.  Goal  from  Sigler's  mine,  near  Westemport,  Maryland — ^12 
foot  seam. 

Carbon, 82.60 

Volatile  matter, 15.76 

Ash, 2.64 

25.  Coal  from  Lonaconing,  Maryland — 12  foot  seam. 

Carbon, 77.48 

Volatile  matter, 19.87 

Ash. 8.20 

26.  Coal  from  Macdonald's,  Abrabam^s  creek.     Third  seam. 

Carbon, 74.00 

Volatile  matter, 18.60 

Ash, 7.40 

27.  Coa]  from  near  the  tampike,  1  mile  from  top  of  AUeghanj. 

Carbon, 77.12 

Volatile  matter, 19.60 

Ash, 8.28 

28.  Coal  from  Vandover's,  near  NW.  turnpike. 

Carbon, 61.44 

Volatile  matter, 14.28 

Ash, 24.28 

29.  Coal  from  Kitzmiller's,  Hardy  county. 

Carbon, ', 79.76 

Volatile  matter, 16.48 

Ash, 4.76 

80.  Coal  from  falls  of  Stoney  river.  Hardy  county.  Lower  seam. 

Carbon, 79.16 

Volatile  matter, 16.52 

Ash, 6.82 

81.  Coal  from  Michael's,  near  Abraham's  creek,  6  miles  above 
the  tampike. 

Carbon, 72.40 

Volatile  matter, 16.20 

Ash, 12.40 

82.  Coal  from  Stoney  river,  1  mile  north  of  turnpike. 

Carbon, 83.36 

Volatile  matter, 18.28 

Ash, 3.86 

88.  Coal  from  MichaePs,  upper  part  of  seam. 

Carbon, 45.24 

Volatile  matter, 14.96 

Ash, 39.80 

LOWER  COAL  SEEIES. 
FBOM  PBE8T0N  AND  HONONOALIA  BASINS. 

84.  Coal  from  colonel  Fairfax's,  Kingwood  basin.     Upper  team. 

Carbon, 68.77 

Volatile  matter, 81.76 

Ash, 14.48 
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85.  Coal  from    do.        do.  Middle  seam,  2}   miles  from 
KiDgwood. 

Carbon 65.82 

Volatile  matter, 27.77 

Ash, 6. 9 1 

86.  Coal   from  Ro.  Forman's    basin    southeast  of    Kingwood 
basin. 

Carbon, 73.68 

Volatile  matter, . ! 21.00 

Ash, 5.32. 

87.  Coal  from  J.  Martin's,  branch  of  Deep  IIollow  creek,  Pres- 
ton county. 

Carbon, 65.42 

Volatile  matter, 23.42 

Ash, 11.16 

88.  Coal  from  Mr.  Beatty's,  8  miles  from  mouth  of  Buffalo  Lick 
run. 

Carbon, 62.56 

Volatile  matter, 29.60 

Ash, 7.84 

89.  Coal  from  Forman's  mill,  Big  Sandy,  1  mile  from  Brandon- 
ville,  Preston  county.     Middle  seam. 

Carbon, 67.60 

Volatile  matter, 22.40 

Ash 10.00 

40.  Coal  from  Morton's,  1^  mile  NW.  of  Brandonville.     Upper 
seam.  * 

Carbon, 65.28 

Volatile  matter, 80.80 

Ash, 8.92 

41.  Coal  from  Mr.  Price's,  Cheat  river,  near  Kingwood. 

Carbon, 60.36 

Volatile  matter, 25.00 

Ash, 14.64 

42.  Coal  from  Mr.  Seaport's,  Big  Sandy  basin,  west  side  of  Big 
Sandy  river. 

Carbon, 66.64 

Volatile  matter, 27.12 

Ash, 6.24 

43.  Coal  from  Mr.  Hagan's,  Kingwood  basin,  1  mile  west  of 
Kingwood. 

Carbon, 68.32 

Volatile  matter, 26.48 

Ash, 5.20 

44.  Coal  from  same  locality  as  above. 

Carbon, 67.28 

Volatile  matter, 29.68 

Ash, 8.04 

18 
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46.  Goal  from  Mr.  Wall's,  Big  Sandy  basin,  west  tnde  of  Cheat. 

Carbon, 60.04 

Volatile  matter, 26.88 

Ash, 1 8.08 

46.  Coal  from  Mr.  Cresap's,  f  mile  SW.  of  Kingwood. 

Carbon, 64.24 

Volatile  matter, 80.24 

Ash, 6.82 

UPPER   COAL   SERIES. 

47.  Coal  from  main  team  at  Clarksburg.     Upper  eoal  series. 

Carbon, 66.74 

Volatile  matter, 41.66 

Ash, 1.60 

48.  Coal  from  same  seam.    Caniiel  coal  found  near  the  middle 
of  the  seam. 

Carbon, 49.21 

Volatile  matter, 46.43 

Ash, 6.86 

49.  Coal  from  main  seam^  Prantytown.     The  same  with  the 
Clarksburg  seam. 

Carbon, 67.60 

Volatile  matter, 39.00 

Ash, 3.40 

60.  Coal  from  main  §eam,  Morgantown.    The  same  as  the  pre- 
ceding. 

Carbon, 60.64 

Volatile  matter, 87.80 

Ash, 2.14 


RE  P  O  ET 

OP  THE  PSOGRESS  OF 

THE   GEOLOGICAL   SURVEIT 

or 

THE  STATE  OF  VIRGINIA 

FOR  THE  YEAR  18^0. 


OfFIOI  of  THl  BOAKD  OF  PUBLIO   WoBRS, 

February  8d,  1841. 

Sib,  I  herewith  transmit  the  annual  report  of  the  geologist  of 
the  state  for  the  past  year,  which  you  will  please  lay  before  the 
house  of  delegates. 

This  report  relates  chiefly  to  the  marl  region  between  the  Poto- 
mac and  Rappahannock  rivers,  the  northern  district  east  of  the 
Blue  Ridge,  and  the  great  western  coal  region. 

Thomas  W.  Gilmeb. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 


REPORT. 


In  compliance  with  the  law  requiring  me  annnally  to  present  an 
account  of  the  progress  of  the  geological  survey  of  the  state,  I  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following  report: 

CHATTER  I. 
OPERATIONS  AKD  PRBSEtfT  CONDITION  OF  THE  BUBVXT. 

Section  I. 

Organization  oftJie  CorpB^  and  Plan  of  Operations  during  the  Past 

Season, 

As  the  board  is  aware,  the  resignation  of  Professor  James  B. 
Sogers  and  Charles  B.  Hayden^  who  had  been  able  and  efficient 
members  of  the  geological  corps,  from  an  early  period  of  the  survey, 
occasioned  some  delay  in  carrying  into  execution  the  entire  plan  of 
operations  projected  for  the  season.  As  soon,  however,  as  the  time 
for  field  duties  arrived,  the  remaining  members  of  the  corps,  Dr. 
Boyd^  Mr,  Briggs  and  Mr,  Slade^  repaired  to  the  districts  assigned 
them,  and  the  vacancies  above  referred  to  having  at  length  been 
supplied,  by  the  appointment  of  Afr.  Samuel  Lewis  and  Mr.  Thomas 
8.  JUdgwatfy  these  gentlemen,  also,  as  soon  as  practicable,  entered 
upon  their  allotted  duties. 

In  continuation  of  the  explorations  in  which  they  had  been  en- 
gaged during  the  preceding  season,  Messrs.  Boyd,  Briggs  and  Slade 
were  directed  to  pursue  their  enquiries  in  the  unexplored  portions 
of  the  groat  geological  sub-divisions  of  the  state  in  which  they  had 
previously  been  occupied,  and  in  which  their  labours  could  be  most 
beneficially  employed. 

Accordingly,  Dr.  Boyd  entered  upon  a  detailed  examination  of 
that  sub-division  of  the  district  lying  between  the  Blue  Ridge  and 
the  western  boundary  of  the  ftiarl  region,  which  extends  from  the 
James  river  an  I  a  line  passing  through  AWemarle  county  to  the 
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Potomac ;  embracing  a  wide  extent  of  primary  and  metamorphio 
roclEs,  an  important  portion  of  the  formation  designated  in  my  last 
yearns  report  as  the  middle  secondary,  and  the  narrow,  though  im- 
portant belt  of  still  more  recent  sedimentary  rocks,  lying  adjacent 
to  the  western  limits  of  the  marl,  for  most  of  the  distance  between, 
the  James  river  and  the  Potomac. 

Guided  by  the  knowledge  of  the  more  marked  geological  fea- 
tures of  this  region,  already  acquired  by  observations  of  my  own, 
during  a  previous  season,  Dr,  Boyd  proceeded,  at  once,  to  trace  the 
various  important  belts  of  rock  occupying  this  extensive  area,  with 
the  view  of  defining  them  accurately  on  the  map,  noting  caref uUy 
the  numerous  detached  beds  of  limestone  occurring  in  a  prolonged 
zone  towards  its  western  boundary,  the  ores  of  iron  and  other  use- 
ful minerals,  met  with  at  various  points,  and  connecting  with  all 
these  local  observations  and  longitudinal  tracings,  a  series  of  accu- 
rate sections  extending  entirely  across  the  region,  in  nearly  equidis- 
tant parallels  from  its  eastern  margin  to  the  summit  of  the  Blue 
Ridge. 

With  the  view  of  completing  the  exploration  of  that  portion  of 
the  corresponding  district  south  of  the  James  river,  to  which  the 
minute  researches  of  preceding  seasons  had  not  been  extended,  Mr. 
Samuel  Lewis  was  directed  to  pursue  a  course  of  examinations  sim- 
ilar to  those  of  Dr.  Boyd^  in  the  district  lying  between  the  James 
river  and  the  Carolina  border,  and  between  the  western  boundary 
of  the  marl  and  the  margin  of  the  district  previously  explored.  Be- 
sides making  numerous  lines  of  section,  and  intervening  observations 
relating  to  the  primary  rocks  occupying  by  far  the  larger  portion 
of  this  area,  he  was  instructed  to  complete  the  tracings  formerly  be- 
gun, of  the  coal  basins  lying  in  Chesterfield^  Powhatan^  Henrico  and 
Goochland  counties,  so  as  to  determine,  with  as  much  accuracy  as 
our  means  of  research  permit,  the  irregular  margin  of  primary  by 
which  they  are  enclosed,  and  to  ascertain  whether  similar  coal- 
bearing  strata  recur  at  other  places  in  the  dii^trict  under  his  charge. 

To  Mr,  Brigge  was  committed  the  task  of  continuing  the  explo- 
rations begun  by  him  during  the  preceding  season,  in  the  great  west- 
em  coal  region  of  the  state,  by  prolonging  his  observations  on  the 
Ohio,  as  far  as  the  Kentnchy  line,  at  tlie  mouth  of  Big  Sandy,  by 
carrying  several  important  sections  entirely  or  partially  across  the 
northwest  portion  of  this  region,  among  which  was  a  preliminary 
line  of  observations  along  the  Little  Kanawha,  and  by  a  minute  ex- 
ploration of  the  valley  of  the  Monongahela,  comprehending  the 
wide  tract  between  the  western  flank  of  Laurel  Hill,  and  the  line 
along  which  the  upper  coal  measures,  and  the  important  accompa- 
nying rocks,  disappear  beneath  the  level  of  the  streams. 

In  connection  with  these  extensive  and  minute  enquiries,  chiefly 
conducted  in  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  state,  a  series  of  meas- 
urements and  other  observations,  were  directed  to  be  made  by  Mr. 
Bidgway^  from  the  falls  of  the  Great  Kanawha  to  Point  Pleasant, 
with  the  view  of  completing  the  data  for  an  accurate  section  along 
this  line,  and  to  this  gentleman  the  further  duty  was  assigDed,  of 
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making  preliminary  explorations  on  the  Coal,  Guyandotte  and 
Sandy  riyers,  so  as  to  embrace  the  general  features  of  that  portion 
of  the  great  western  coal  region,  lying  between  the  Kanawha  river 
and  the  Kentucky  line. 

To  Mr.  Slade  was  assigned  the  duty  of  continning  the  revision 
of  certain  portions  of  the  Appalachian  belta,  in  the  district  included 
between  the  western  slope  of  the  Blue  Bidge,  and  the  eastern  bound- 
dary  of  the  great  coal  basin  of  the  west;  imparting  greater  accuracy 
to  sections  previously  formed,  constructing  others  illustrative  of 
new  lines  of  observation,  and  marking  out  the  boundaries  of  some 
of  the  Appalachian  groups  of  strata  with  more  minuteness  than  had 
been  previously  attained,  associating  with  the  general  tracing  of 
the  formations  investigated,  an  examination  of  all  the  important  lo- 
calities of  ores  or  other  minerals  included  in  them,  and  not  previ- 
ously made  the  subject  of  special  enquiry. 

In  prosecuting  the  plan  of  operations  contemplated  in  the  above 
allotment  of  duties,  to  the  several  members  of  the  corps,  the  amount 
of  labour  performed,  and  the  progress  made  towards  the  completion 
of  the  survey,  though  entirely  satisfactory,  has  fallen  short  in  some 
portions  of  the  field,  of  the  anticipations  expressed  in  my  last  year's 
report.  This  result,  in  part  occasioned  by  the  unavoidable  delay  in 
filling  the  vacancies  which  occurred  in  the  corps  early  in  the  sea- 
son, and  by  the  time  required  by  the  newly  appointed  assistants  to 
become  familiar  with  the  duties  specially  entrusted  to  tliera,  was  in 
a  still  greater  degree  the  consequence  of  the  protracted  iDdi:<position 
of  Dr.  JBoyd,  which,  after  cau^iing  frequent  temporary  suspensions 
of  his  labours,  compelled  him  to  withdraw  entirely  from  active  du- 
ties early  in  September,  and  in  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  at  the 
University,  terminated  in  his  muck  regretted  death. 

The  board  have  long  been  aware  of  the  zeal,  knowledge  and 
fidelity  with  which  this  gentleman  uniformly  executed  his  share  of 
the  labours  of  the  survey,  as  well  in  aotive  exploration,  as  in  the 
selection  and  arrangement  of  specimens  towards  the  formation  of 
the  public  cabinet;  nor  do  they  need  to  be  informed  of  the  great 
value  of  his  skill  as  a  mineralogist,  as  well  as  a  geological  observer 
in  the  detailed  examination  of  the  widely  extended  primary  region, 
in  which  for  the  last  three  years,  he  has  been  almost  exclusively 
employed.  Of  his  amiability  of  heart,  and  his  general  merits  as  a 
cultivator  of  those  branches  of  science  to  which  he  was  devoted,  it 
would  be  inappropriate  here  to  speak.  It  will  suffice,  while  advert- 
ing to  these  and  other  engaging  traits  of  his  character,  briefly  to 
record  an  expression  of  our  deep  regret  for  the  loss  of  his  compan- 
ionship and  services  in  the  corps,  and  of  our  sincere  respect  for  his 
memory  as  a  gentleman  and  a  lover  of  natural  science. 

Since  the  close  of  our  operations  in  the  field,  the  chemical  and 
graphical  departments  of  the  survey  have  as  usual  occupied  a  por- 
tion of  the  attention  of  myself  and  assistants,  and  will  continue  to 
receive  a  just  share  of  our  time  and  labours  until  the  period  for  as- 
suming field  duties  shall  arrive. 

The  Umk  enjoined  upon  each  of  my  assistants,  of  drawing  np  de- 


416 

tailed  reports  of  their  observation  during  the  senson  of  active  la- 
boar,  in  general,  giving  them  full  employment  until  the  winter  is  far 
advanced,  and  my  own  report  calling  for  much  additional  labour  in 
consequence  of  the  imperfect  shape  of  materials  from  which,  at  this 
period,  I  am  compelled  to  frame  it,  the  chemical  and  other  collat- 
eral departments  of  our  labours  cannot  be  brought  into  full  activity 
until  a  later  period,  and  as  a  consequence  of  this,  only  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  details  relating  to  these  departments,  and  having  im- 
mediate reference  to  the  subjects  treated  of  in  the  annual  report, 
are  in  a  state  of  sufficient  forwardness  for  publication. 

Before  drawing  to  a  close  this  general  sketch  of  our  operations, 
completed  and  in  progress,  it  is  proper  to  add,  tliat  continuing  the 
employment  of  the  thermometer  as  a  means  of  determining  heights, 
we  have  during  the  past  season  been  enabled  to  make  numerous 
useful  measurements  in  various  parts  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  some  of 
the  parallel  mountains  lying  west  of  it  in  the  Appalachian  belt,  as 
well  as  of  the  lofty  hills  bordering  on  the  Kanawha  and  Ohio  rivers. 
These,  and  the  measurements  made  in  the  two  preceding  year;*,  are 
already  sufficiently  numerous  to  contribute  important  aid  towards 
determining,  with  comparative  accuracy,  a  highly  interesting  feature 
in  the  topography  of  the  more  rugged  portions  of  the  state,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  facilitate  some  of  the  most  difficult  explorations  we 
are  called  upon  to  make. 

By  greatly  multiplying  the  observations  of  this  nature,  as  it  is 
my  wish  to  do,  during  the  coming  season,  a  most  imjiortant  acces- 
sion will  be  made  to  our  knowledge  of  the  physical  configuration  of 
our  territory,  and  while  in  this  way  the  means  will  be  furnished  of 
representing  accurately  the  results  of  our  labours  in  sections  and  on 
the  map,  data  will  be  afforded  of  no  small  value  to  future  engineer- 
ing enterprises  in  various  quarters  of  the  state,  and  of  much  general 
interest,  as  elucidating  an  important  element  in  its  geography. 

Reserving  these  and  other  topographical  details  for  my  final  re- 
port, I  may  be  allowed  to  mention,  in  illustration  of  the  general 
interest  of  the  class  of  observations  now  in  view,  that  by  their 
means  we  have  recently  confirmed  the  conjectural  opinion,  prevail- 
ing throughout  the  southwestern  quarter  of  the  state,  as  to  tlie  alti- 
tude of  the  lofty  peaks  which  form  the  prolongation  of  the  great 
chain  lying  between  Xortk  Carolina  and  Tennessee. 

The  elevation  of  the  Balsam  and  White  Top  mountains,  situated 
In  the  southwest  angle  of  Grayson  county,  above  the  level  of  the 
South  fork  of  Ilolston,  near  the  state  line,  has  been  found  of  such 
amount  as,  when  increased  by  the  known  elevation  of  the  level  thus 
referred  to,  to  place  the  summits  of  these  peaks  at  an  altitude  of  up- 
wards of  5000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  This  elevation,  ex- 
ceeding by  about  1000  feet,  the  height  usually  but  I  think  errone- 
ously assigned  to  the  Peak  of  Otter,  is,  I  believe,  the  greatest  alti- 
tude yet  satisfactorily  ascertained  in  Virainia^  or  indeed  in  any  of 
the  middle  and  southern  states,  and  may  be  considered  as  defining 
approximately,  if  not  absolutely,  the  culminating  point  of  the  nu- 
merous chains  of  mountains  by  which  they  are  traversed. 
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Section  IT. 

Completion  of  the  Survey. 

Notwithstanding  the  delay  and  partial  sQBpension  of  oar  opera- 
tions in  some  parts  of  the  state  during  the  past  season,  I  am  happj 
still  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  say,  that  I  look  with  confidence  to 
the  completion  of  our  explorations  and  revisionary  labours  in  the 
field,  by  the  termination  of  the  next  campaign. 

The  districts  remaining  to  be  explored,  are  already  well  under- 
stood as  to  their  marked  geological  features,  and  will  present  no  im- 
pediments to  enquiry  for  which  we  are  not  fully  prepared,  or  which 
are  likely  to  retard  the  rapid  progress  of  our  work.  In  order  to  com- 
plete our  knowledge  of  all  that  portion  of  the  state  lying  to  the  east 
of  the  Blue  Ridge,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  additional  researches 
in  the  primary  region  north  of  the  James  river,  together  with  some 
farther  observations  in  the  western  portion  of  the  Tertiary  marl  re- 
gion, between  the  Pamunkey  and  Kappahannock  rivers,  as  well  as  a 
general  exploration  of  A  eeamach  and  Northampton  counties.  With 
regard  to  the  western  division  of  the  state,  I  have  little  reason  to 
doubt  that,  by  continuing  our  revisionary  work  and  measurements 
in  the  mountainous  belts  of  the  Appalachian  formations,  and  inclnd- 
ing  the  examination  of  that  portion  of  Eandolph  county  which  has 
not  yet  been  examined,  and  by  employing  an  adequate  force  in  those 
parts  of  the  great  western  coal  region  where  our  explorations  are 
either  incomplete,  or  have  not  yet  been  commenced,  we  shall,  by 
the  termination  of  the  season,  have  attained  such  a  knowledge  of 
every  part  of  this  vast  territory,  as  will  enable  me  to  give  accurate 
descriptions,  and  delineations  of  its  geology,  and  to  present  a  com- 
plete and  finished  picture  of  its  numerous  and  valuable  mineral  re- 
sources. 

There  will  then  only  remain  to  be  executed  such  further  duties 
connected  with  the  preparation  of  the  sections  and  maps  to  accom- 
pany the  final  report,  and  with  the  analysis  and  arrangement  of 
specimens  fcr  the  cabinet,  as  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  com- 
pletion of  these  departments  of  the  survey.  In  the  meantime,  the 
final  report  for  which  I  am  already  preparing,  and  with  which  I 
propose  to  occupy  myself  during  the  progress  as  well  as  after  the 
close  of  these  auxiliary  labours,  will  be  advanced  witli  all  the  rapid- 
ity compatible  with  the  magnitude  of  the  task  of  framing  such  a 
work  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  importance  and  dignity  of  the  en- 
terprise of  which  it  is  to  detail  the  results,  and  to  constitute  the 
crowning  labour. 

In  thus  adverting  to  the  approaching  termination  of  my  arduous 
tasks,  I  may  be  allowed  to  express  the  heartfelt  satisfaction  with 
which  I  contemplate  this  wished-for  result,  and  the  real  pleasure  I 
experience  in  the  anticipation  of  bringing  the  enterprise  to  a  close 
at  as  early  a  period,  and  with  as  small  an  expense  to  the  state, 
as  in  my  early  calculations  I  pronounced  adequate  for  the  purpose. 

In  proof  of  the  punctuality  and  economy  here  referred  to,  I  may 
be  permitted  to  remind  the  board,  that  when  in  the  report  of  1886, 
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I  urged  the  expediency  of  augmenting  the  annual  appropriation 
from  five  to  eight  thousand  dollars,  I  expressed  the  conviction,  that 
with  the  force  at  that  time  at  command,  it  would  not  he  practlcahle 
to  hring  the  survey  to  a  termination  in  less  than  twelve  years ; 
while  with  the  enlarged  means  then  solicited,  the  work  might  be 
completed  in  one  half  the  time,  and  at  an  expense  which  would 
probably  fall  short  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

As  yet,  less  than  five  years  have  elapsed  since  the  organization 
of  the  corps  under  the  enlarged  appropriation,  and  the  expenditure, 
induding  that  for  the  first  year  of  the  regular  survey,  has  scarcely 
amounted  to  86,000  dollars. 


Section  III. 

SuhjecU  and  Plan  of  the  Present  S^&rt, 

In  conformity  with  the  plan  adopted  in  the  report  of  last  year,  I 
purpose,  on  the  present  occasion,  confining  myself  to  a  sketch  of 
such  districts  of  the  state  as  have  been  most  completely  explored, 
and  as  from  their  simple  geological  features,  admit  most  readily  of 
being  illustrated  without  the  aid  of  sections  or  other  drawings,  add- 
ing subsequently  a  brief  account  of  our  operations  in  other  regions 
still  under  investigation,  and  dosing  as  usual  with  a  variety  of  chem- 
ical details. 

In  fulfilling  this  design,  I  deem  it  unnecessary,  and  indeed  inex- 
pedient, to  aim  at  fullness  of  detail,  even  to  the  extent  attempted  in 
my  last  yearns  report,  as  from  the  advanced  stage  of  our  labours,  the 
final  report,  comprehending  all  the  results,  with  the  requisite  ac- 
companiment of  numerous  graphical  illustrations,  will  soon  be  in 
progress  of  preparation  for  the  public  eye.  Indee<l  were  it  not  that 
an  annual  sketch  of  the  progress  of  the  survey  is  required  by  the 
enactment  providing  for  its  execution,  I  would  feel  myself  author- 
ized to  dispense  with  any  further  partial  reports  of  this  nature, 
and  would  prefer  devoting  the  time  and  labour  they  demand,  to 
the  advancement  of  the  researches  remaining  to  be  performed,  and 
the  preparation  of  materials  for  the  final  report. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  the  board  will,  I  have  no  doubt, 
unite  with  me  in  admitting  the  propriety  of  restricting  my  present 
report  within  comparatively  narrow  limit^t. 

I  shall  accordingly,  therefore,  proceed  to  give  a  brief  sketch  of 
the  geology  of  the  following  districts : 

1.  That  portion  of  the  marl  region  situated  between  the  Poto- 
mac and  Rappahannock  rivers. 

2.  The  narrow  belt  occupied  by  the  upper  secondary  sandstones 
and  the  marls  extending  along  the  eastern  margin  of  the  primary 
rocks  from  Petersburg  to  the  Potomac. 

8.  Parts  of  the  northern  primary  district  lying  between  the 
Blue  Ridge  and  the  belt  lust  mentioned,  and  between  the  range  of 
Atbemarle^  Fluvanna  and  Goochland  counties  and  the  Potomac,  in- 
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olnding  ao  important  portion  of  the  interrupted  belt  of  the  middle 
secondary  formation. 

4^  Portions  of- the  great  western  coal  field,  including  partioalarlj 
a  part  of  the  Monongaliela  valley  and  the  valley  of  the  Ohio. 

In  addition  to  these  subjects  of  more  specific  illustration,  I  shall 
briefly  describe  the  course  of  our  explorations  in  the  eastern  por- 
tion of  the  primary  district  lying  south  of  the  James  river,  and  in 
the  wide  region  of  our  western  coal  field. 

As  the  vnrions  labours  executed  in  the  Appalachian  region  dur- 
ing the  past  season,  bear  immediate  reference  to  sections,  measure- 
ments, and  minute  tracings  on  the  map,  and  from  the  complexity  of 
structure  and  topography  to  which  they  relate,  would  not  admit  of 
being  satisfactorily  described  without  the  aid  of  numerous  drawings, 
I  deem  it  expedient  to  omit  any  prolonged  description  of  them  at 
present,  and  shall,  as  regards  this  region,  confine  myself  to  the  re- 
port of  some  chemical  details  of  interest^  relating  to  ito  rocks  and 
ores. 


CHAPTER  II. 

TERTIASr  MARL   REGION  BETWEEK  THE  POTOMAO  AUD  RAPPA* 
HANNOCK  RIVERS. 

Skgtion  I. 

Ea^tent  and  Topographical  Features. 

The  portion  of  the  state  referred  to  under  this  head,  embraces 
the  counties  of  Laneasterj  Northumberland^  Richmond^  Westmore- 
land and  King  Oeorge^  together  with  the  eastern  part  of  Stafford 
county;  thus  including  the  district  usually  denominated  the 
Northern  Nech,  and  extending  some  distance  beyond  it  to  the 
west. 

This  area  forms  the  northern  portion  of  the  tertiary  region  of 
Virginia^  presenting  extensive  deposits  of  each  of  the  two  subor- 
dinate divisions  of  the  tertiary  formation,  described  in  former  re- 
ports, as  occupying  the  tide  water  districts  of  the  state.  The  more 
recent  of  these  subordinate  formations,  the  Meiocene,  or  middle 
Tertiary,  extends  from  near  the  bay  shore,  westward,  over  the  larger 
portion  of  the  peninsula;  while  the  older,  or  Eocene  deposit,  with 
an  occasional  capping  of  the  former,  occupies  the  remaining  area  on 
the  west 

The  precise  boundaries  of  these  formations  will  be  hereafter  de- 
scribed. 

Topoaraphical  Features,  —  The  general  aspect  of  the  penin- 
sula, ana  more  especially  of  the  four  eastern  counties,  is  that  of  a 
nearly  level  plain,  maintaining  an  average  elevation  of  from  sixty 
to  seventy  feet  above  the  tide.  This  plain,  gently  furrowed  by 
numerous  ravines,  subordinate  to  the  creeks  and  inlets  indenting 
the  peninsula,  frequently  subsides  to  a  lower  level,  in  approaching 
the  rivers  on  either  side.    The  wide  bench  thus  formed,  sometimes 
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extends  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the  river  for  a  distance  of  several 
miles,  presenting  an  unvarying  nniformity  of  elevation,  and  reach- 
ing nearly  to  the  water's  edge.  A  third,  and  lower  plain,  frequent- 
ly intervenes  between  the  river  bank  and  the  table  land  above  de- 
scribed, but  in  many  cases,  this  terraced  configuration  of  the  sur- 
face is  not  observed,  and  the  high  and  precipitous  cliffs  which  rise 
very  near  the  water's  edge,  retain  the  general  level  of  the  inland 
portion  of  the  peninsula.  Although  the  usual  elevation  of  this  dis- 
trict is  such  as  above  described,  at  several  points  a  far  higher  level 
is  attained.  The  ridge  which  forms  the  water-shed  of  the  streams 
flowing  into  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock,  approaching  very 
near  to  the  former,  constitutes,  in  some  places,  the  river  bank.  At 
these  points  it  attains  an  unusual  elevation,  towering,  as  at  Strat- 
ford and  Chantilly^  to  a  height  of  about  one  hundred  feet  above  the 
water's  edge,  and  affording,  from  its  summit,  an  extensive  and  en- 
chanting view  of  the  noble  river  which  laves  its  base,  of  the  culti- 
vated farms  around,  and  of  the  cliffs  on  the  opposite  or  Afaryhnd 
side  of  the  Potomac.  At  ^Sprise  Bill,  about  four  and  a  half  miles 
from  Smith's  Point,  the  ridge  bends  round  to  the  south,  and  contin- 
ues for  some  distance  in  a  direction  across  the  peninsula,  preserving 
an  elevation  of  about  sixty  feet.  Its  declivity  on  the  east  forms  an 
abrupt  termination  of  the  higher  level  of  the  neck,  between  which 
and  the  bay  is  an  extensive  flat,  of  from  two  to  four  miles  in  width, 
rarely  rising  beyond  the  heigtit  of  ten  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  tide,  and  in  some  places  so  low,  as  to  be  occasionally  over- 
flowed. 

The  western  portion  of  the  peninsula,  though  still  in  the  main 
presenting  a  similar  uniformity  of  surface,  is  somewhat  more  ab- 
ruptly furrowed.  This  inequality  increasing  as  we  proceed  further 
to  the  west,  becomes  quite  conspicious  at  the  Paspitansy  hills,  in 
ITzTig  George  and  in  the  neighbouring  parts  of  Stafford  county,  ad- 
jacent to  the  line  of  secondary  sandstone,  which  forms  the  western 
limit  of  the  Tertiary  formation.  The  material  forming  the  super- 
ficial strata  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  peninsula,  is  usually  a  mix- 
ture of  sand  nnd  clay,  in  a  state  of  minute  subdivision,  and  more  or 
less  tinged  with  the  oxide  of  iron.  Sometimes  this  is  intermixed 
with  small  gravel,  of  a  ferruginous  appearance,  but  it  rarely  con- 
tains pebbles  or  bowlders  of  any  notable  dimensions.  The  diluvial 
matter  assumes  a  coarser  texture,  as  we  proceed  westward,  pre- 
senting, when  denuding  forces  have  not  removed  the  superficial 
beds,  ^ternate  strata  of  sand  and  pebbles,  the  latter  varying  from  a 
half  inch  to  several  inches  in  diameter.  In  many  places,  these 
bowlders,  derived  in  great  part  from  the  neighbouring  beds  of  sand- 
stone, are  strewed  profusely  over  the  surface,  and,  together  with 
the  superficial  layers  of  white  and  siliceous  sand,  render  the  soils 
of  the  higher  portions  of  this  district  comparatively  unproductive, 
whi'e  upon  the  lower  levels,  contiguous  to  tho  large  rivers,  or  their 
tributaries,  the  beds  of  marl  and  their  associated  sands  and  clays, 
mingling  their  fertilizing  materials  with  the  soil,  have  contributed 
to  impart  to  it  a  far  higher  agricultural  value. 
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Section  IL 

Of  the  Limits  of  the  Meiocene  and  Eocene  Districts  of  the  Penin- 
sula {of  Northern  Keck,    Ed,). 

Bounded  on  the  west  by  the  secondary  sandstone  before  re- 
ferred to,  the  Eocene  formation  extends  eastward  for  some  dis- 
tance down  the  neck,  until  at  length,  with  a  very  gentle  eastern 
dip,  it  disappears  below  the  level  of  the  tide.  The  most  eastern 
points  in  which  it  continues  visible,  are  here  regarded  as  forming 
the  bonndary  of  the  formation  towards  the  east,  and  the  district  in- 
claded  between  a  line  traced  throngh  these  points,  and  its  bound- 
ary to  the  west  is,  for  convenience  sake,  designated  as  the  Eocene 
district,  although  at  some  places  within  its  confines,  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  marl  region,  beds  of  Meiocene  occur  overlying  the 
Eocene. 

In  tracing  the  boundary  of  the  Eocene  and  Meiocene  marls,  as 
exposed  in  the  neck,  several  localities,  marking  the  eastern  termina- 
tion of  the  former  deposit,  were  carefully  inspected  in  the  antici- 
pation of  discovering  beds  of  Meiocene  shells  above  them,  or  imme- 
diately beyond  them  to  the  east.  It  was  found,  however,  that  strata 
of  clay,  lying  adjacent  to  the  Eocene  on  this  side,  occupied  an  inter- 
val in  which  fossils  of  neither  of  these  formations  could  be  dis- 
tinctly found;  and  that  still  further  on,  the  beds  of  the  Meiocene 
came  in  view.  This  intervening  tract,  as  seen  upon  Potomac  and 
Rappahannock,  is  fiat  and  low.  Without,  then,  pretending  to  an 
exact  delineation  of  the  boundary  in  question,  which,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  case,  would  be  impracticabit?,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  con- 
sider it  as  coincident  with  a  right  line,  connecting  the  mouth  of 
Chingoteagud  creek  on  the  Rappahannock,  with  Mathias^s  Point 
upon  the  Potomac. 

A  brief  account  of  the  character  and  situation  of  the  strata,  as 
observed  at  these  two  points,  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  propriety 
of  fixing  upon  them  as  its  termination. 

To  the  west  of  the  month  of  Chingoteague  creek,  for  a  distance 
of  more  than  half  a  mile,  the  north  bank  of  the  Rappahannock  has 
an  average  height  of  about  fifteen  feet  above  the  river.  At  its  up- 
per end,  the  banks  consist  of  a  stratum  of  the  green  sand  marl,  ex- 
tending to  the  height  of  twelve  feet  above  the  water  line,  upon 
which  reposes  a  layer  of  diluvial  sand  and  clay,  about  three  feet  in 
thickness.  In  approaching  the  creek,  tlie  level  of  the  marl  stratum 
is  observed  steadily  to  decline,  while  tlie  thickness  of  the  incumbent 
bed  augments,  until  at  a  point  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
mouth  of  the  creek,  the  former  entirely  disappears  below  the  level 
of  the  river.  At  this  point,  the  diluvial  capping  is  about  fourteen 
feet  in  thickness,  consisting  of  a  layer  of  sand  and  pebbles  about 
seven  feet  thick,  resting  upon  a  stratum  of  whitish  clay,  which 
reaches  to  the  water  line. 

The  Eocene  character  of  these  subjacent  beds  is  unequivocally 
marked.    At  the  base  of  the  bank  a  dark  greenish  layer  presents 
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itself,  rising  to  the  height  of  five  or  six  feet,  ooDtaining  numeronB 
impressioDs  of  the  Eocene  Garditaa,  and  other  shells,  of  a  hrownish 
coloor.  Over  this  is  a  layer  of  a  lighter  hue,  containing  bands .  of 
white  calcareous  matter,  obviously  the  remains  of  shells. 

To  the  east  of  Chingoteague  creek,  the  bank  preserves  its  former 
height  for  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile;  after  this  it  becomes 
much  depressed,  and  continues  to  be  low  for  some  distance  down 
the  river.  Here  no  trace  of  fossils  of  either  the  Eocene  or  Meiocene 
period  could  be  discovered,  the  bank  consisting  exclusively  of  dilu- 
vial sand  and  gravel.  But  still  further  down  the  river,  beds  of  the 
latter  are  observed,  and  these  continue,  at  intervals,  to  near  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  peninsula. 

An  equally  marked  termination  of  the  Eocene  is  presented  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Mathias's  Point,  on  the  Potomac  At  Wood- 
stock^ about  one  third  of  a  mile  above  the  point,  the  cliffs  rise  to 
the  height  of  from  forty  to  fifty  feet,  exhibiting  an  exposure  of  the 
Eocene  strata  reaching  to  a  distance  of  nearly  twenty-five  feet 
above  the  surface  of  the  river.  The  lower  bed,  about  eight  or  nine 
feet  thick,  is  rich  in  the  fossib  characteristic  of  the  Eocene;  but  the 
layer,  incumbent  on  this,  though  filled  with  ferruginous  impressions 
of  shells,  retains  none  of  the  shells  in  an  unchanged  condition.  The 
bed  of  reddish  clay  which  forms  the  upper  portion  of  the  bank,  is 
separated  from  the  strata  just  described,  by  a  thin  band  of  ferru- 
ginous gravel  and  sandstone,  such  as  is  frequently  seen  occupying  a 
similar  position  on  the  Pamunkey,  and  in  other  localities. 

At>ove  this  place,  on  the  adjacent  estate  called  *^  Borodino,^^ 
(the  residence  of  Mr,  Parke)  the  banks,  after  sinking  to  a  level 
with  the  flats,  again  rise  with  some  abruptness,  to  an  elevation  of 
from  forty  to  sixty  feet.  The  lower  stratum  of  the  marl,  contain- 
ing shells  in  considerable  number,  is  here  but  little  raised  above  the 
level  of  the  water.  A  layer  deeply  tinged  with  green  sand,  and 
blotched  with  oxide  of  iron,  rests  on  this  to  the  height  of  from 
four  to  five  feet.  Another,  but  not  fossiliferous  bed,  belonging  to 
the  same  series,  reposes  upon  the  latter,  but  the  piles  of  fallen 
earth,  at  present,  preclude  an  accurate  examination  of  its  nature 
and  extent.  Still  further  westward,  at  *'  Albion,"  the  estate  of  Mr. 
Mason,  the  fossiliferous  Eocene  strata  vary  from  four  to  seven  feet 
in  height  above  the  river,  and  are  overlaid  by  heavy  beds  of  whit- 
ish and  mottled  clay.  Similar  strata  recur,  at  inter  val-*,  in  ascend- 
ing the  river,  rising  to  greater  elevations,  and  prescntmg  a  greater 
abundance  and  variety  of  fossils  as  we  proceed. 

Below  Woodstock,  the  banks  gradually  decline,  and  on  the  side 
of  a  little  creek  or  gut  between  this  and  Mathias^s  Point,  the  Eocene 
strata  entirely  disappear.  To  the  east  of  this  creek,  and  at  the  point, 
the  banks  rise  to  twenty  or  twenty-five  feet,  and  consist  of  yellow- 
ish and  reddish  clays,  containing  no  trace  of  the  green  sand  or  fossils 
of  the  Eocene.  Still  further  down,  the  cliffs  are  replaced  by  a  low 
and  retiring  shore,  beyond  which  the  beds  of  Meiocene  marl  first 
come  in  view. 

It  is  obvious  from  these  details,  that  the  eastern  limit  of  the 
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Eocene  is  morked  on  both  rivers  bj  the  occurrence  of  a  region  of 
like  geological  and  topographical  features,  immediately  east  of  it, 
and  by  great  similarity  in  the  arrangement  and  composition  of  the 
contiguous  strata.  As  on  the  James  and  Pamunkey  rivers,  as  well 
as  in  the  district  of  which  we  are  now  treating,  the  Eocene  is 
skirted  on  the  east  by  a  level  and  comparatively  low  district,  com- 
prising only  beds  of  sand  and  day,  destitute  of  fossils,  it  would 
seem  a  probable  conclusion  that  these  barren  strata  mark  the 
period  of  disturbance  which  terminated  the  epoch  of  the  Eocene 
deposits,  a  period  attended  with  such  important  changes  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  neighbouring  seas,  as  to  destroy  aU,  or  nearly  all,  the 
species  of  shell  fish  then  inhabiting  them,  and  to  adapt  their  waters 
to  that  multitude  of  new  species  which  were  brought  to  light  in 
the  succeeding  epoch  of  the  Meiocene. 

Between  the  two  points  thus  fixed  upon  as  the  extremities  of 
the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Eocene  in  the  neck,  several  intermedi- 
ate localities  have  been  marked,  but  from  the  obscurity  of  the  ex- 
posures, no  very  certain  indication  could  be  derived  as  to  the  pre- 
cise figure  of  the  boundary  line  in  the  intervening  space — there 
ia  little  doubt,  however,  that  it  will  be  found  to  depart  but  in  a 
very  slight  degree  from  the  right  line  connecting  the  two  points 
above  described. 

The  western  boundary  of  the  Eocene  remains  next  to  be  de- 
scribed. In  drawing  the  line  of  demarcation  here,  as  in  the  former 
case,  a  few  well-determined  points  are  relied  upon  for  fixing  its 
general  direction,  and  the  intervening  irregularities  are  not  at- 
tempted to  be  laid  down.  Indeed,  the  absence  of  any  satisfactory 
exposures  of  the  strata,  throughout  a  distance,  sometimes  of  several 
miles,  renders  this  the  only  method  of  proceeding  at  present  prac- 
ticable. 

The  guiding  points  in  fixing  the  western  limits  of  the  Eocene  in 
the  peninsula,  are : 

1st.  The  mouth  of  the  Massaponax  river,  in  Spotsyhania  county. 

2d.  A  point  a  little  enst  of  Gray's  mill,  on  Little  Falls  run,  about 
half  a  mile  above  its  mouth,  and  three  miles  southeast  from  Freder- 
icMurg^  in  Stafford  county. 

dd.  The  church  on  Potomac  creek,  a  little  above  whicli  the  free- 
stone is  largely  exposed. 

4tli.  A  point  a  little  below  Brook's  mill,  on  Accakeek  creek. 

5th.  A  point  on  Acquia  creek,  about  one  mile  below  the  mouth 
of  Austin's  run. 

6th.  The  mouth  of  Still  House  branch,  on  Meadow  branch, 
and  a  point  on  the  Potomac  about  one  mile  above  the  mouth  of  the 
latter. 

An  inflected  lino  passing  through  these  points,  will  present  a 
close  approach  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  Eocene  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  At  the  same  time,  in  certain  local  instances,  the  marl 
is  observed  in  positions  somewhat  west  of  the  margin  thus  deline- 
ated, existing  either  as  an  outlying  patch  in  the  midst  of  the  ad- 
joining formation,  as  in  the  small  tract  lying  a  little  southeast  of 
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Stafford  conrt-honse,  or  as  portions  of  a  narrow  tongue  entering 
westward  of  the  main  boundary  of  the  marl,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Eocene  deposits  observed  at  Thrash ly's  farm,  and  within  a  mile  of 
Frederiekshurg, 

On  the  west  side  of  the  mouth  of  Massaponax,  the  freestone, 
which  constitutes  so  valuable  and  interesting  a  feature  in  tlie  geology 
of  this  district,  terminates;  and  at  a  short  distance  below,  Eocene 
strata  come  distinctly  into  view.  Where  the  main  road  leading 
down  the  Eappahannock  crosses  the  Massaponax,  the  greenish 
yellow  bed,  which  frequently  forms  the  highest  stratum  of  the 
Eocene,  may  be  plainly  discerned  in  the  hill  side,  its  clayey  tex- 
ture turning  oflf  the  water,  which  makes  its  escape  along  its  upper 
surface. 

On  Snow  creek,  on  the  edge  of  Spotsyltania  county,  and  less 
than  a  mile  to  the  east  of  Massaponax,  several  extensive  exposures 
of  the  Eocene  occur.  Near  the  point  at  which  the  road  before 
mentioned  crosses  the  creek,  a  bank  of  from  thirty  to  forty  feet  in 
height  exhibits  the  following  series : 

1st.  A  dark  bluish  green  stratum,  containing  a  little  sulphate  of 
lime,  a  considerable  portion  of  green  sand,  and  a  great  many  shells, 
among  which  are  Eocene  Oardita,  Cytherea  and  Turritella. 

2d.  Stratum  of  greenish  yellow,  and  somewhat  micaceous  clay, 
contaiuing  some  sulphate  of  lime,  and  a  little  sulphate  of  iron,  or 
copperas. 

3d.  Stratum  of  a  yellowish  brown  mixture  of  clay  and  sand,  with 
ferruginous  markings,  indicating  the  former  places  of  shells.  This 
contains  a  small  amount  of  sulphate  of  lime. 

4th.  An  upper  bed  of  diluvial  sand  and  gravel. 

On  the  same  stream,  nearer  the  river,  and  at  the  base  of  the  first 
low  grounds,  another  exposure  occurs,  which,  from  the  peculiar 
condition  of  the  fossils  it  contains,  merits  a  description  in  this  place. 
The  strata  are  as  follows : 

1st.  A  layer,  consisting  of  common  and  green  sand,  the  latter  in 
remarkably  large  grains,  and  amounting  to  more  than  twenty  per 
cent,  of  the  whole.  A  striking  feature  in  this  stratum  is  the  im- 
mense number  of  fossils,  principally  Cytherea  ovata,  and  Turritella 
Mortoni,  which  it  contains  in  the  modified  condition  before  de- 
scribed. The  shelly  matter  has  almost  entirely  disappeared,  and  it« 
place  is  now  occupied  by  oxide  of  iron,  of  a  deep  brown  colour, 
presenting  the  most  perfect  casts,  both  of  the  interior  and  exterior 
of  the  shells.  This  bed  contains  a  notable  proportion  of  green  8and, 
a  little  Mica,  and  some  sulphate  of  lime  and  of  iron.  Its  thickness 
is  about  eight  feet. 

2d.  A  stratum  of  yellowish  white  sand,  variegated  with  numer- 
ous bright  yellow  blotches,  faintly  representing  the  figures  of  the 
shells  which  they  have  replaced.  These  blotches  are  principally 
composed  of  oxide  of  iron.  The  chief  material  of  this  bed  is  com- 
mon siliceous  sand,  containing  a  few  scattered  granules  of  green 
sand.     Its  thickness  is  about  twenty  feet. 

3d.  Diluvium,  containing  coarse  gravel,  and  some  large  pebbles. 
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On  the  Accakeek,  near  Mr,  Brooh^s^  the  Eocene  and  Sandstone 
are  seen  at  very  contiguons  points,  both  presenting  exposures  of 
considerable  extent.  The  marl  bere  consists  chiefly  of  shells  em- 
bedded in  a  dark  olive  brown  clay,  containing  a  portion  of  green 
sand.  The  shells  are  chiefly  Cytherea  lenticnlnris  and  Ostrea  sellsd- 
formis,  or  the  Saddle  Oyster,  with  a  few  Venericardia  aseia.  At 
Mrs,  Ralls's  on  Acqnia  creek,  about  two  miles  below  the  moutli  of 
Austin's  run,  the  marl  is  finely  exposed  in  an  abrupt  cliff.  Here 
fine  specimens  of  fossils,  comprehending  Turritella,  Cytherea,  Cras- 
satella  and  Ostrea  may  be  procured.  The  material  in  which  they 
are  embedded,  is  a  friable  mixture  of  sand  and  clay,  of  a  light  yel- 
lowish brown  colour,  blended  with  greeu  sand  in  grannies  of  unusn- 
ally  large  size. 

In  thus  drawing  an  outline  of  what  may  be  termed  the  western 
coast  of  the  Eocene  formation,  as  already  remarked,  tlie  peculiar  ir- 
regularities observed  at  several  points  in  the  actual  boundary,  will 
occasion  considerable  discrepancies  between  it  and  the  line  above 
described. 

Besides  such  flexures  as  may  have  originally  existed  in  this  line 
at  the  period  of  tlie  deposition  of  the  Eocene,  great  additional  ir- 
regularities must  have  been  produced  by  the  destructive  agencies 
which  subsequently  operated.  The  region  in  which  the  Sandstone 
and  Eocene  formations  are  brought  together,  is  marked  by  the  ef- 
fects of  violent  diluvial" action.  Coarse  gravel,  pebbles  and  bowlders 
bestrew  the  surface,  and  mingle  to  considerable  depths  with  the 
sandy  strata  nsually  found  upon  the  heights.  Deep  and  precipitous 
ravines,  connected  with  the  valleys  of  the  creeks  leading  into  the 
Potomac,  attest  the  energy  and  extent  of  the  aqueous  forces  once 
operating  over  this  region,  while  the  confused  mixture  of  materials, 
by  which  the  nsual  upper  stratum  of  the  Eocene  is  often  seen  to  be 
replaced,  indicates  the  power  of  the  denuding  and  transporting 
agencies  to  which  that  formation  must  at  one  time  have  been  ex- 
posed. It  is  thus  that  many  places  within  the  general  confines  of 
the  Eocene,  bared  of  their  former  covering,  now  merely  expose  the 
underlying  beds  of  freestone,  while  at  other  points,  not  immediately 
in  the  line  of  the  violent  action  of  the  diluvial  wave  or  current,  the 
incumbent  beds  of  marl  remain  in  place. 

Moreover,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  sandstone  is  spread 
out  towards  the  east,  below  the  Eocene  strata,  nnd  that  its  depth 
alone  conceals  it  generally  from  the  view.  Where,  therefore,  in 
consequence  of  some  local  irregularity  of  its  surface,  it  was  less 
deeply  buried,  we  might  naturally  expect,  even  at  some  distance 
within  the  confines  of  the  Eocene  to  sec  its  upper  stratum  exposed 
to  day. 

Section  III. 

Arrangement  and  Composition  of  the  Meioeene  Strata  of  tlie 
Peninsula  (of  Northern  Nech,    Ed,), 

The  strata  composing  the  Meioeene  in  this  portion  of  the  state, 
are  in  general  analogous  in  arrangement  and  materials,  to  those  of 
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the  same  fonnatioD,  in  the  peninsula  of  the  James  and  York  riyers, 
as  described  in  my  first  report,  and  indeed  preserve  a  close  resem- 
blance to  those  of  the  region  south  of  James  river,  systematical!/ 
treated  of  in  the  report  of  last  year. 

The  two  interesting  general  facts  of  the  occurrence  of  the  bluish 
marls  low  down  in  the  series,  and  the  presence  of  a  thin  band  of 
ferruginous  rock  or  clay  on  the  top  of  the  marl,  and  between  it  and 
the  diluvial  strata,  are  not  less  distinctly  observable  here  than  in 
the  regions  formerly  referred  to.  Indeed,  so  uniform  is  this  posi- 
tion of  the  band  of  iron  rock,  in  regard  to  the  beds  of  marl,  that 
the  discovery  of  this  material,  at  any  point,  would  furnish  strong 
grounds  for  believing  that  the  fossiliferous  strata  existed  at  some 
depth  beneath. 

As  another  feature  of  correspondence  between  this  and  the  dis- 
tricts previously  described,  I  may  mention  the  occurrence  of  the 
fragmentary  marl  along  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Meiocene  ter- 
race, where  it  subsides  abruptly  into  the  low  flats  immediately 
ac^joining  the  bay  shore.  On  the  Curratoman  river,  and  at  other 
points  along  this  escarpment,  the  rocky  marl,  consisting  of  water- 
worn  fragments  of  shells,  more  or  less  fiiinly  cemented  together,  is 
in  all  respects  analogous  to  that  described  in  previous  reports,  as 
forming  the  material  of  the  edge  of  the  Meiocene  terrace  between 
the  Rappahannock  and  James  rivers,  and  for  some  distance  south- 
wards of  the  latter,  so  that  we  may  regard  this  curious  demarcation 
of  one  of  our  ancient  coast  lines  as  continuous  from  the  Potomac 
river  to  near  the  Carolina  border. 

In  ffeneral,  the  blue  marl  is  observed  to  be  the  richest  in  fossils, 
and  is  hence  found  most  available  in  agriculture.  In  many  places, 
however,  especially  towards  the  eastern  termination  of  the  penin- 
sula, the  shells  occur  in  sand  and  clay  of  various  shades  of  yellow 
and  brown,  in  sufficient  proportions  to  form  highly  valuable  marls. 

In  addition  to  the  fragmentary  rock,  above  referred  to,  consist- 
ing of  broken  shells,  cemented  by  carbonate  of  lime,  sometimes 
partially  crystallized,  the  w^hite,  pulverulent  and  chalk  marls,  are 
found  in  extensive  beds  on  Curratoman  river  and  Carter^s  creek, 
west  of  the  termination  of  the  higher  level  of  the  neck. 

In  general,  the  upper  beds  of  the  Meiocene,  in  this  district,  are 
destitute  of  fossils,  though  full  of  their  casts  and  impressions. 
These  strata,  consisting,  for  the  most  part,  of  light  coloured  sandy 
days,  freauently  of  great  depth,  are  distinguished  by  a  sulphureous 
smell^  and  an  acid  and  somewhat  styptic  flavour.  They  rarely  con- 
tain any  considerable  amount  of  carbonate  of  lime,  presenting,  in  its 
stead,  variable,  and  sometimes  valuable  proportions  of  the  sulphate, 
together  with  sulphate  of  iron,  sulphate  of  alumina,  free  sulphuric 
acid,  sulphur,  and  sometimes  even  an  appreciable  quantity  of  sul- 
phate of  magnesia. 

The  acidity  of  these  clays  is  often  sufficient  to  make  a  pungent 
impression  on  the  tongue,  and  their  sulphur  is  distinctly  recognized 
by  the  characteristic  odour  they  exhale,  especially  when  gently 
warmed. 
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Tn  many  localities,  the  Gypsum  occurs  in  crystals  of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  be  reailily  separated  by  the  fingers,  and  sometimes 
even  in  the  attractive  form  of  transparent  Selenite ;  but  the  more 
usual  condition,  is  that  of  delicate  silken  crystals  distributed  through 
the  mass,  and  visible  only  upon  close  and  attentive  inspection. 
The  Sulphates  of  iron  and  Alumina,  are  occasionally  observed  in 
the  form  of  an  efflorescence,  upon  the  surface  of  the  strata,  and  the 
Gypsum  likewise  presents  itself,  under  similar  circumstances,  as  a 
white  incrustation. 

Minute  silvery  scales  of  Mica  are  met  with  in  nearly  every  stra< 
tum,  but  abound  most  in  those  of  a  bluish  or  greenish  tinge. 

The  fossil  impressions  contained  in  these  beds  are,  in  general, 
beautifully  distinct,  and  appertain  to  all  the  species  of  shells  which 
are  found  in  perfect  condition  in  the  subjacent  strata.  In  some 
cases  the  overlying  band  of  iron  stone  is  not  less  richly  fraught 
with  them  than  the  hiyers  beneath,  and  from  its  hardness  and  in- 
solubility, has  preserved  the  mpst  delicate  markings  of  the  shells  in 
all  their  original  sharpness.  In  many  localities,  the  impressions  of 
the  fossils  in  the  clay  or  sand,  are  beautifully  bronzed  by  a  thin 
film  of  oxide  of  iron,  which  has  taken  the  place  of  the  material  of 
the  shell ;  but  in  others  a  vacancy  seems  to  exist  in  the  space  origi- 
nally occupied  by  the  calcareous  matter,  so  that  the  interior  cast^ 
of  the  fossils,  formed  of  the  general  substance  of  the  bed,  may 
often  be  extracted  in  great  numbers  in  a  perfect  condition. 

In  the  blue  marl,  as  well  as  other  strata  containing  fossils,  in 
the  neck,  there  is  often  present  a  notable  portion  of  green  sand,  and 
at  some  localities  of  the  Meiocene,  this  materid  is  found  mingled 
pretty  largely  with  common  sand  and  clay,  in  strata  in  which  no 
fossils  can  be  found.  Besides  the  overlying  band  of  ferruginous 
rock  before  described,  there  occurs,  in  some  places  in  the  neck, 
another  similar  stratum,  nearly  on  the  top  of  the  diluvium.  This, 
of  course,  presents  no  marks  of  organic  remains,  and  is  generally 
but  an  aggregation  of  coarse  gravel  and  sand,  cemented  by  ferrugi- 
nous matter. 

Sectiok  IV. 

Description  of  same  of  the  more  Intereeting  Loealities  in  the  MeUh 
eene  Diatriet  of  the  Fenineula  {of  Northern  Neeh.    Ed,), 

To  give  clearer  conceptions  of  the  arrangement  and  character  of 
the  strata,  of  which  a  general  sketch  has  just  been  presented,  a  de- 
tailed account  of  them,  as  exhibited  at  several  of  the  more  impor- 
tant localities  in  the  neck,  will  now  be  introduced.  Details  of  this 
description,  whilst  they  furnish  the  scientific  encjuirer  at  a  distance, 
with  that  precise  information,  in  regard  to  the  geological  structure 
of  the  region,  which  he  is  chiefiy  interested  to  obtain,  are  not  unat- 
tended with  advantages  of  a  more  practical  kind,  by  affording  to  all 
who  are  directly  interested  in  the  resources  of  a  district,  an  easy 
means  of  examining  them  for  themselves. 
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STRATFOTID  AND   CIIAMTILLY  CUTF8. 

These  noted  cliffs,  situated  in  Wettmoreland  coantj,  extend 
along  the  Potomac  for  several  miles,  ou  both  sides  of  the  mouth  of 
Chantilly  creek,  rising,  in  some  places,  to  an  elevation  of  about  one 
hundred  feet,  and  in  others  subsiding  to  lower  levels,  or  sinking,  for 
a  short  space,  into  the  ordinary  river  flats.  At  a  point  a  little  above 
the  month  ot  the  creek,  what  are  properly  termed  the  Stratford 
cliffs,  begin.  Thence  they  continue  up  the  Potomac,  with  but  lit- 
tle interruption,  for  about  four  miles.  For  some  distance  from 
their  lower  termination,  they  present  the  following  order  of  strata : 

1.  At  tho  base,  and  extending  to  the  height  of  from  fifty  to  sev- 
enty feet,  a  stratum  of  blue  sandy  clay,  containing  impressions  of 
shells  of  several  different  kinds,  among  which  the  Pecten  Madiso- 
nius,  Venus  mercenaria,  Venus  cortinaria,  and  Mactra  modicella, 
are  the  most  frequent  Upon  the  surface  of  this  clay,  especially 
where  it  projects  from  the  general  cliff,  a  copious  efflorescence  of 
sulphate  of  iron  is  usually  found,  imparting  a  greenish  yellow  col- 
our to  the  surface.  At  other  more  retiring  parts  of  the  cliff,  a 
white  and  somewhat  granular  coating  of  sulphate  of  lime,  is  equally 
abundant,  and  small  silken  crystals  of  this  substance  are  generally 
disseminated  through  the  materials  of  the  stratum.  On  the  surface 
of  this  bed,  delicate  crystals  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  may  likewise  be 
discerned.  This  stratum  is  overlaid  by  a  band  of  indurated  ferru- 
ginous clay,  approaching  to  the  hardness  of  rock,  and  tilled  with 
a  material  closely  resembling  pipe-ore.  This  is  about  two  feet 
thick.  Next  above  is  a  stratum  consisting,  alternately,  of  sand  and 
ferruginous  mottled  clay,  extending  to  a  height  of  about  forty  feet; 
and  lastly,  is  a  layer  of  diluvial  gravel,  covered  with  a  shallow  soil. 

Further  up  the  river  the  cliffs  attain  a  greater  elevation,  being, 
in  some  places,  about  one  hundred  feet  in  height.  Here  the  same 
strata  occur,  and  in  the  same  order  as  before.  Proceeding  still 
higher  up  the  river,  a  band  of  shells  makes  its  appearance  upon  the 
face  of  the  cliff,  at  a  height  of  about  fifteen  feet  above  the  water. 
This  rises,  as  we  ascend  the  river,  with  a  gentle  inclination,  until  at 
its  northern  extremity  it  is  fifty  or  sixty  feet  above  the  beach.  The 
width  of  this  band  is  about  five  feet,  and  its  length,  though  not 
without  occasional  interruptions,  about  one  and  a  half  miles. 

The  material  of  this  stratum  is  a  bluish  sandy  clay,  very  similar 
to  that  before  described,  but  containing  no  appreciable  amount  of 
the  various  sulphates  observed  to  be  present  in  the  former.  Tho 
shells  are  very  numerous  and  perfect.  Among  them  are  vast 
numbers  of  the  Perna  maxillata  of  small  size,  as  well  as  Turritella 
plebeia,  Mactra  raodicella,  &c.,  with  an  occasional  Area  idonea,  and 
other  larger  shells.  Above  this  bed  is  a  heavy  stratum  of  clay,  of 
a  mottled  appearance,  nnd  higher  still,  and  distant  about  twenty 
feet  from  the  former,  a  second  fossiliferous  layer  of  a  lighter  colour, 
and  containing  fewer  shells.  Among  the  various  substances  found 
in  the  strata  of  these  cliffs,  especially  towards  the  lower  extremity, 
are  to  be  enumerated  distinct  and  beautifully  compact  lignite  and 
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fibrous  carbonate  of  lime.  The  latter  is  found  in  the  interstices  of  a 
yellowish  clay,  forming  the  stratum  next  beneath  the  diluvium,  and 
is  sometimes  in  sufficient  quantity  to  render  the  clay  quite  calcareous. 

An  average  specimen  of  the  blue  marl,  from  the  lower  of  the 
two  strata  just  described,  yielded,  in  the  one  hundred  grains,  forty- 
four  and  three-tenths  grains  of  carbonate  of  lime ;  from  the  upper 
only  twenty-one  grains. 

The  Ohantilly  cliffs,  situated  below  the  mouth  of  the  creek  of  the 
same  name,  a(\joining  the  ancient  residence  of  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
and  about  two  miles  further  down  the  river  than  those  of  Strat- 
ford, may  be  regarded  as  a  continuation  of  the  former,  having  the 
same  average  elevation,  and  being  composed  of  very  similar  mate- 
ridb.  At  this  point,  however,  the  fossiliferous  stratum  has  much 
greater  thickness,  sometimes  reaching  from  the  water^s  edge  to  a 
height  of  nearly  twenty -five  feet.  A  less  proportion  of  the  Perna 
is  presented  in  this  bed,  which  principally  consists  of  Mactras,  and 
other  small  bivalves,  together  with  several  species  of  Pectens.  The 
beach  is  strewed  with  fragments  of  ferruginous  sandstone,  which 
have  fallen  from  the  upper  portion  of  the  cliff,  where  a  band  of  this 
material  overlies  the  shelly  strata  of  the  Meiocene.  These  masses 
exhibit  the  impressions  of  Pectens  and  other  shells,  beautifully 
clear  and  sharp. 

An  interesting  illustration  of  the  fertilizing  properties  of  some 
of  the  materials  composing  the  Stratford  and  Chantilly  cliffs,  is 
deserving  of  mention  in  this  place.  Zones  of  vegetation,  consisting 
of  clover,  together  with  scattered  locust  trees,  may  be  observed  at 
the  proper  season*,  extending  to  a  great  distance  along  the  face  of 
the  cliffs,  marking  distinctly  the  limits  of  the  marl  or  gypseous  clay, 
and  rarely  encroaching  upon  the  other  strata.  Even  where  the  sur- 
face is  almost  vertical,  this  beautiful  drapery  is  retained. 

BAKK    OF   THE   POTOMAC    BELOW   THE   IfOlTTH    OF    LOT^ER    UACIIODOC    RIVER,   IK 
WESTICOBSLAITD  COUKTY. 

At  Cole's  Point,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Lower  Machodoc,  commences  a  low  bank,  which  is  prolonged  for 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  down  the  river,  at  a  pretty  uniform  ele- 
vation of  fourteen  feet.  A  few  paces  below  the  point,  the  foUowmg 
strata  occur : 

1.  A  layer  two  feet  thick,  consisting  of  a  bright  yellow  mixture 
of  sand  and  clay,  abounding  in  shells  of  various  kinds,  among  which 
are,  Perna  maxillata,  Ostrea  compressirostra,  Yenus  mercenaria,  V. 
cortinaria,  V.  paphia,  Isocardia  fraterna,  Pecten  Madisoniu?,  P.  Jcf- 
fersonius,  Pectunculus  pulvinatus,  Corbulp  inequale  and  Turritella 
variabilis. 

2.  Next  a  layer  six  feet  thick,  composed  of  mottled  ferruginous 
sand  with  a  small  admixture  of  clay,  containing  no  sliells,  but  abund- 
ant markings,  as  if  shells  had  once  been  present  in  great  numbers. 

8.  A  band  of  iron  sandstone  three  inches  thick ;  and 
4.  A  dark  mould,  extending  to  the  top. 
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In  proceeding  down  the  Potomac,  the  yellow  marl  is  seen  gradu- 
ally rising  higher  in  the  bank.  A  stratum  of  blue  marl  lying  beneath 
it  next  comes  in  yiew,  and  this  continues  along  the  base  of  the  bank, 
extending  some  distance  out  upon  the  beach,  until  the  shore  sinks 
into  a  low  sandy  flat  at  Ragged  Point. 

The  Rappahannock  cliffs  in  Richmond  county,  nearly  opposite 
to  Wettmareland  courthouse,  extend  along  the  river  for  about  four 
miles  at  an  average  elevation  of  from  forty  to  si;(ty  feet.  Through- 
out this  long  range  of  strata,  but  little  variety  is  presented.  Beda 
of  sandy  clay,  of  various  shades  of  yellow,  brown  and  greenish  blue, 
extend  from  the  water^s  edge  to  within  a  few  feet  of  the  top  of  the 
bank.  In  general,  the  first  thirty  feet  consist  of  a  dark  greenish 
blue  mixture  of  sand  and  clay,  above  which  is  a  layer,  six  feet  thick, 
of  similar  material,  of  a  brown  colonr;  next,  a  band,  of  twelve 
inches,  of  a  ferruginous  aspect,  and  over  all  a  stratum  of  light  col- 
oured flaky  clay,  coated  with  a  yellowish  and  white  incrustation  of 
sulphate  of  lime.  Fossils  are  rare  in  any  of  these  beds,  but  multi- 
tudes of  their  casts  and  impressions  may  be  found.  These  embrace 
a  great  variety  of  the  smaller  shells,  some  of  them  of  species  fre- 
quently met  with.  Spicnlfls  of  gypsum  are  distributed  in  the  body 
of  the  clay,  and  are  particularly  numerous  upon  the  surface  and  in 
the  hollow  of  the  casts,  which,  in  general,  are  painted  over  witli  the 
brown  oxide  of  iron.  In  many  places  sulphate  of  iron  and  sulpliate 
of  alumina  effloresce  upon  the  surface,  and  sulphur  is  distinctly  in- 
dicated. 

Irregular  nodules  of  ferruginous  clay  are  found  embedded  in  the 
other  materials,  presenting  the  curious  feature  of  a  crystalline  nu- 
cleus, consisting  of  pure  Selenite.  In  some  portions  of  the  cliff, 
these  crystals  are  of  considerable  size,  arranged  in  their  usual  star- 
like form,  and  so  abundant  as  to  suggest  the  utility  of  employing 
these  days  in  the  agriculture  of  the  neighbouring  parts  of  the  neck. 
An  average  specimen,  taken  from  a  part  of  the  cliff  where  similar 
material  was  quite  abundant,  afforded  by  analysis,  in  the  one  hun- 
dred grains,  ten  grains  of  sulphate  of  lime. 

BAKK8  or  THE  RAPPAHAHITOCK  ABOVS  THB  UOrTH  OP  TUB  OXTBRATOMAJr  BXVEB, 
LAK0A8TEB  OOUBTY. 

In  proceeding  down  the  river  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Bel- 
mont, the  residence  of  Dr,  JoneSy  about  eight  miles  above  the  mouth 
of  Curratoman,  the  cliffs  for  some  distance  present  heavy  beds  of 
clay  and  sand,  overlaid  by  the  ordinary  diluvium,  and  resting  upon 
a  stratum  of  soft  ferruginous  sandstone,  graduating  into  a  sandy 
day,  and  sometimes  a  yellowish  sand,  mottled  with  ferruginous  spots. 

Following  these  strata  for  a  distance  of  one  and  a  half  miles,  we 
meet  with  a  rocky  layer,  consisting  entirely  of  shells,  converted  into 
brown  oxide  of  iron,  situated  at  the  base  of  the  cliff.  This  contin- 
ues in  the  same  direction  for  a  distance  of  one  and  a  ouarter  miles. 
The  following  is  the  order  of  the  strata  composing  the  bank  at  a 
point  near  its  eastern  termination : 
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1.  Beneath  the  base  of  the  cliff,  as  it  is  exposed,  and  as  under- 
lying the  beach  sand,  is  a  blae  marl,  containing  numerous  shells,  and 
having  a  sensible  amount  of  green  sand.  These  shells  are  chiefly 
Pema,  and  different  species  of  Venus,  Natica,  and  Oliva. 

2.  Running  along  the  base  of  the  bank,  the  ferruginated,  shelly 
rock  above  described,  four  feet  in  thickness,  and  containing  the 
same  fossils  as  the  stratum  beneath. 

8.  Five  feet  of  sand,  with  ferruginous  blotches  and  streaks. 

4.  Six  feet  of  dilbvinm. 

Below  this,  and  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Cnrratoman,  marl 
beds  occur  below  the  level  of  the  flats,  consisting  chiefly  of  a  pecul- 
iar variety  of  the  Ostrea  Yirginica,  of  which  a  similar  deposit  exists 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Rappahannock.  It  is  distinguished  by 
the  length  and  depth  of  the  channel  of  the  hinge  in  the  one  valve, 
and  the  large  angular  pivot-like  protuberance  in  the  other,  as  well 
as  by  the  general  elongated  form  of  the  shell. 

nLSK   or  TUE  BAPPAHANNOOK  FBOM  KEAX  OHERBT  POniT,  LASOASTEB  OOUm^. 

At  about  one  mile  above  Cherry  Point,  at  Mr.  Palmer^  the 
bank  consists  of  the  following  strata : 

1.  Forming  the  base  of  iJie  clifl^,  and  extending  up  about  three 
feet  is  a  blue  clay  marl,  containing  a  great  many  shells.  This  layer 
reaches  to  some  depth  below,  and  extends  out  beneath  the  sand  of 
the  beach. 

2.  A  bed  of  chocolate  coloured  clay,  embedding  a  vast  number 
of  the  variety  of  Ostrea  Yirginica,  previously  described.  This  is 
three  feet  in  thickness. 

8.  A  bed  of  partially  decomposed  Serpula,  containing  few  other 
fossils,  one  foot  thick. 

4.  A  layer  of  ferraginpus  sandstone,  in  bands  alternating  with 
thin  seams  of  sand.    Three  feet  thick. 

fr.  Ten  feet  of  diluvium. 

The  above  strata,  in  the  order  just  described,  continue  down  the 
river  for  the  distance  of  half  a  mile,  appearing  to  dip  gently  towards 
the  bay.  The  marl  is  then  lost  for  about  two  and  one  half  miles, 
after  which  it  reappears,  at  intervals,  as  far  down  as  Musquito  Point. 
Here  the  country  becomes  a  sandy  flat,  and  so  continues  to  the  bay 
shore.  In  the  interval  of  two  and  a  half  miles,  where  no  marl  is 
seen,  the  cliffs,  which  are  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  in  height,  consist 
at  the  base  of  blue  clay,  containing  impressions  of  shells ;  above  this 
of  ferruginous  sandstone,  or  of  ferruginous  sandy  clay ;  the  whole 
covered  with  a  bed  of  diluvium. 

Near  the  end  of  this  line,  a  blackish,  clayey  substance  rises  into 
view  from  the  base  of  the  cliff,  underlying  the  blue  clay  above 
mentioned.  This  gradually  becomes  more  exposed  upon  the  bank, 
until  it  attains  the  height  of  four  feet,  after  which  it  slowly  sinks, 
and  is  again  lost.  The  marl  now  makes  its  appearance,  consisting 
of  a  blue  clay,  with  little  sand,  and  multitudes  of  shells.  This 
reaches  along  the  bank  for  about  four  hundred  yards,  when  it  is 
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succeeded  by  a  shell  rock,  in  which  the  shelly  fri^inents  are  almost 
completely  replaced  by  brown  oxide  of  iron.  This  continues  to 
near  the  end  of  the  bank,  which  now  subsides  into  the  flat,  extend- 
ing from  Musquito  Point  to  Windmill  Point,  on  the  bay  shore. 

LOCAUTT  OUTE  UXD  A  HALF  MILES  EART  OF   LANCASTER   COUBTIIODSE  (UR.    BEKJA- 
MIN  walker's). 

This  exposure,  which  is  in  a  ravine  on  the  ridge  of  the  neck, 
presents  the  following  strata : 

1.  A  bed  of  blue  marl,  containing  great  numbers  of  shells,  many 
of  which  are  of  the  larger  species.  The  depth  of  this  stratum  is  not 
known. 

2.  A  similar  stratum  of  a  rather  lighter  colour,  and  containing 
chiefly  the  small  shells.    Three  feet  thick. 

3.  A  layer  of  ferruginous  matter,  abounding  in  the  casts  and  im- 
pressions of  shells.  These  casts  are  usually  found  in  tlie  interior  of 
spheroidal  nodules,  or  geodes  of  oxide  of  iron,  and  consist  of  this 
oxide  replacing  the  shelly  matter,  and  covered  with  a  beautiful  shin- 
ing covering  of  the  carbonate  or  velvet  iron  ore.  This  bed  is  four 
feet  thick,  and  reaches  to  the  surface. 

LOCALITT   FOUR   MILES   80DTUWEST    FROM    NORTH UMBEBLAIVD    COUSTUODBE   (MB. 
GEOBGB  booth's). 

This  exposure  is  in  a  hollow,  about  twenty-five  feet  below  the 
level  of  the  ridge.    The  strata  are  ; 

1.  A  layer  of  greenish  blue  marl,  containing  a  notable  amotmt 
of  green  sand,  in  spots  and  blotches,  and  sometimes  almost  unmixed 
with  other  materials.  This  stratum  has  been  penetrated  five  or  six 
feet,  and  is  believed  to  extend  to  a  much  greater  depth.  The 
shells  are  in  a  state  of  remarkably  T)erfect  preservation,  and  pre- 
sent an  unusual  variety  of  species,  belonging  to  the  genera  Venus, 
Pecten,  Pectunculus,  Mactra,  Crassatella,  Astarte,  Ostrea,  Oorbnla, 
Turritella,  Oliva,  Fissurella,  and  others.  Their  interior  is  filled 
chiefly  with  the  green  sand. 

2.  A  layer  of  ferruginous  sandstone ;  and 

3.  A  stratum  of  diluvium. 

LOOALrrV  OF  COCKLE-SHELL  BRANCH,  KORTH-DMBEBLAND  COUNTY. 

Here  the  strata  are : 

1.  A  bed  of  marl,  consisting  of  common  sand  mixed  with  green 
sand,  and  containing  a  large  number  of  shells. 

2.  A  layer  of  a  bright  preen,  indurated  sandy  clay,  approaching 
to  the  hardness  of  rock,  and  containing  innumerable  impressions  of 
Venericardia  granulata,  Pectunculus  pulvinatus,  and  P.  subovatus, 
and  other  shells  of  rare  delicacy  and  beauty,  but  entirely  devoid  of 
the  shells  themselves. 

3.  A  bed  of  common  sand,  largely  mixed  with  green  sand. 

4.  A  layer  of  sandy  clay,  with  markings  resembling  shells. 
6.  Diluvium. 
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LOCALTTT  TWO  AXD  A  HALT  HILE8  ABOVE  THE  VOITrR  OT  RXTIX^S   CBX8K,  VOSTH- 
UHBSBLAITD  CdTKTT. 

1.  At  the  base  of  the  steep  bank  of  the  creek,  and  within  a  few 
inches  of  the  water^s  edge,  occurs  a  ledge  of  fermginons  rock  con- 
taining an  immense  number  of  shells,  closely  cemented  together,  as 
well  as  the  casts  of  similar  fossils.  These  are  chiefly  Perna  max. 
Venus  and  Pecten.    This  ledge  is  two  feet  thick. 

2.  A  stratum  of  7ellowi:>h  sandy  clay,  of  the  same  thickness, 
abounding  in  Perna  max.  in  a  very  friable  condition. 

8.  A  fight  blue  marbled  day,  ten  feet. 

4.  Coarse  diluvium. 

The  foregoing  detailed  account  of  various  localities  in  the  neck, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  generally  prevailing 
order  and  fossil  contents  of  the  Meiocene  strata  in  this  district,  and 
at  the  same  time  exemplify  the  principal  varieties  presented  in 
them,  as  regards  the  nature  of  the  earthy  materials,  including  the 
shells,  or  their  oasts,  as  well  as  the  conditions  of  the  fossils  them- 
selves. 

Of  the  numerous  other  localities  which  have  been  minutely  ex- 
plored, embracing  almost  every  exposure  of  the  Meiocene  in  the 
peninsula,  it  is  therefore  needless  to  give  any  description  in  this 
place. 

In  the  extensive  area  of  flats,  already  described  as  reaching  from 
the  foot  of  the  ridge,  of  which  '^Sprm  Hill  is  the  northern  end,  to 
the  bay  shore,  beds  of  marl  have  hitherto  been  disclosed  only  at  a 
few  points.  On  the  land  of  W,  Tomlm,  esq.  near  Kilmarnock^  blue 
and  yellow  marls  have  been  found  in  several  places,  a  few  feet  be- 
neath the  general  level  of  the  flat,  and  it  is  particularly  worthy 
of  remark,  that  the  fossils  furnished  by  these  shallow  diggings,  are 
those  usually  found  in  the  Meiocene  of  the  neck,  such  as  Ostrea 
compressirostra,  Pectunculus  pulvinatus,  and  P.  snbovatus,  Maotra 
modicella,  &c.  thus  indicating  the  prolongation  of  the  Meiocene 
strata  to  the  very  extremity  of  the  peninsula. 

Section  V. 
Of  the  FomU  of  the  Meiocene  Marl. 

The  shells  enclosed  in  these  strata  are  usually  in  good  preserva- 
tion, though  generally  so  friable  as  readily  to  fall  to  pieces  when 
spread  upon  the  ground.  They  are  commonly  found  in  groups  or 
colonies,  and  frequently,  throughout  an  extensive  exposure,  only 
one  or  two  species  can  be  met  with.  This  is  strikingly  the  case 
with  the  beds  containing  Perna,  of  which  a  fine  example  is  pre- 
sented in  the  Stratford  cliffs,  as  formerly  described.  It  is  perhaps 
still  more  remarkable  of  certain  strata  of  blue  marl,  found  on  the 
Potomac,  at  the  point  above  named ;  upon  the  Rappahannock  in 
several  places,  and  at  some  localities  in  the  interior.  This  marl 
presents  a  beautiful  aggregation  of  very  perfect  small  shells,  (Mactra 
19 
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modioella,)  bonnd  together  by  a  rather  tenacious  blae  claj,  and 
rarely  exhibits  a  speoimen  of  any  other  species.  The  abundance 
of  this  fossil  in  the  blue  marl  in  corresponding  parts  of  the  Meio- 
cene  tract  towards  the  south,  and  especially  on  the  south  side  of 
James  river,  has  been  particularly  noticed  in  preceding  reports. 

The  shells  most  usually  presented  in  the  marl  beds  of  the  neck 
are  as  follows : 

Pecten  Jeffersonius,  scallop.  Pectunculns  subovatus. 

Pecten  Madisonias.  Pectunculns  pulvinatus. 

Ostrea     compressirostra,     marl  Pema  maxillata. 

oyster.  Isocardia  fratema. 

Ostrea  Yirginica,  marl  oyster  of  Artemis  acetabulum. 

small  size  and  different  shape.  Area  idonea. 

Orassatella    Marylandica,    marl  Area  stillicidium. 

oyster.  Area  centenaria. 

Orassatella  melina.  Area  incile. 

Mactra  delumbis.  Venus  mercenaria. 

Mactra  oonfraga.  Venus  deformis. 

Mactra  modicella.  Venus  cortinaria. 

Ohama  corticosa.  Astarte  undulata. 

Ohama  congregata.  Astarte  vicina. 

Venerioardia  granulata.  Tnrritella  alticosta. 

Fusus  quadricostatus.  Tnrritella  plebeia. 

Fusus  parilis.  Serpula  granifera. 

Fulgur  carica.  Orepidula  costata. 

Tarritella  ter-striata.  Buccinnm  Isqueatum. 

Sbotiok  VI. 

Arrannfement  and  Composition  of  the  Eocene  Strata  of  the  Pen- 
insula, 

But  little  uniformity  prevails  in  the  arrangement  of  these  beds, 
as  observed  at  different  localities.  In  general,  the  lowest  stratum 
of  the  series  is  of  a  dark  greenish  blue  colour,  and  those  which  lie 
above  it  have  various  shades  of  yellow,  greenish,  grey  and  brown. 
In  many  instances,  the  upper  stratum  is  devoid  of  shells,  but  replete 
with  their  casts  and  impressions.  Frequently,  it  is  more  or  less 
impregnated  with  sulphates  of  lime,  iron  and  alumina,  which  im- 
part to  it  a  styptic  or  astringent  flavour,  and  with  a  small  amount 
of  sulphur,  recognized  by  the  odour  it  exhales  when  heated.  All 
these  ingredients,  however,  enter  into  the  lower  beds,  though  in 
less  proportion,  and  are  not  excluded  from  strata  containing  shells. 
A  thin  band  of  ferruginous  gravel,  sometimes  partially  cemented, 
frequently  overlies  these  beds,  and  forms  the  boundary  between 
them  and  the  Meiocene.  We  thus  see  a  striking  correspondence  in 
the  situation  and  condition  of  these  and  the  upper  Meiocene  strata, 
and  we  infer  that  chemical  agencies  of  a  like  nature  have  operated 
upon  both. 
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Seohon  VII. 
Localities  on  the  Potomac. 

Eztensiye  and  valuable  exposares  of  the  Eocene  are  met  with 
on  this  river.  These  strata  first  shew  themselves  a  little  above  the 
month  of  Acqnia  creek,  and  continue,  with  bat  few  considerable 
interruptions,  as  far  as  the  eastern  boundary  of  this  deposit,  at  Ma- 
thias^s  Point. 

Throughout  much  of  this  distance,  a  portion  of  the  marl  has  the 
character  of  a  hard  rock,  of  a  yellowish  white  or  greenish  grey  ap- 
pearance, abounding  in  shells  and  their  impressions.  The  lighter 
coloured  variety  is  always  more  or  less  specked  with  green  sand,  in 
rather  large  granules,  and  the  darker  contains  this  substance  in 
larger  quantity,  uniformly  diflfiised  throughout  the  mass.  The  ma- 
terial enclosing  the  fossils,  or  their  casts,  consists  largely  of  carbon- 
ate of  lime,  acting  apparently  as  a  cement.  This  rock  may  there- 
fore be  regarded  as  an  koobne  ldcsstonb. 

At  a  point  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  mouth  of  Acquia 
creek,  the  cliff,  having  a  height  of  forty  feet,  exposes  the  following 
strata: 

1.  From  the  water  to  the  height  of  twelve  feet,  is  a  yellowish 
grey  marl,  specked  with  green  sand,  and  abounding  in  shells,  chiefly 
Cytherea  ovata  and  Orassatella  capricranium. 

2.  A  ledge  of  rock,  three  feet  in  thickness,  closely  resembling 
the  marl  in  colour  and  composition. 

8.  A  layer  of  sandy  clay,  of  a  sulphur  colour,  containing  shells, 
principally  Turritella  Mortoni.    This  is  five  feet  thick. 

4.  A  stratum  of  yellowish  clay,  enclosing  impressions  of  Turri- 
tella, &c.,  and  impregnated  with  the  sulphates.  This  is  twenty  feet 
thick.  About  midway  between  the  mouths  of  Acquia  and  Potomac 
creeks,  the  bank  has  an  elevation  of  about  fourteen  feet,  and  con- 
sists of: 

1.  A  layer  of  dark  greenish  blue  marl,  very  remarkable  for  the 
multitude  of  shells,  principally  Orassatella,  which  it  contains.  This 
rises  only  one  foot  above  the  water. 

2.  A  bed  of  shell  rock,  resembling  the  stratum  beneath,  but  very 
hard,  one  and  a  quarter  feet  thick. 

8.  A  layer  of  yellow  sandy  clay,  containing  Turritella  Mortoni 
anci  other  shells.  This  is  at  least  seven  feet  in  thickness,  and  is 
capped  by  a  thin  stratum  of  yellow  clay. 

In  proceeding  downwards,  the  shell  rock,  dipping  gently  to  the 
east,  becomes  lower  in  the  bank,  and  at  length  disappears  near  the 
mouth  of  Potomac  creek.  The  bluish  marl  continuing  beneath,  first 
passes  out  of  view. 

The  greenish  blue  marl  again  comes  in  view  at  the  landing  on  the 
south  side  of  Potomac  creek,  and  still  further  down,  at  about  half  a 
mile  below  the  mouth  of  Paspitansy  creek,  the  bank  of  the  Potomac 
presents : 

1.  A  stratum  of  this  dark  coloured  marl,  seven  feet  thick,  con- 
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taming  some  green  sand  and  numerous  shells,  chiefly  Turritella 
Mortoni,  Grassatella  capricraniam  and  Ostrea  sinaosa. 

2.  A  hed  of  yellowish  and  reddish  clay,  thirteen  feet  thick. 

A  little  helow  this  point,  a  ledge  of  the  shell  rock  makes  it  ap- 
pearance in  the  hank,  and  continues,  with  but  little  interruption, 
down  the  river  for  seyeral  miles. 

At  some  points  two  of  the  ledges  are  seen :  one  near  the  water 
level,  and  one  at  a  considerable  height  on  the  face  of  the  bank. 
This  rock  is  replete  with  fossils  and  their  casts,  and  consists,  in  large 
part,  of  carbonate  of  lime.  In  the  same  bank  the  marl  is  seen  in 
the  softer  condition,  and  of  both  the  yellowish  and  greenish  blue 
varieties,  overlaid  by  a  stratum  of  the  gypseous  and  acid  clay. 
Among  the  interesting  fossils  here  found,  are  two  beautiful  species 
of  OucuUffia. 

At  the  Eaglets  Kest  and  Mount  Stuart,  about  three  miles  above 
Boyd^s  Hole,  the  Eocene  strata  are  well  exposed  for  some  distance 
along  the  river  bank. 

At  the  former  locality,  the  banks,  which  are  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  feet  in  height,  are  composed  of  two  strata:  the  lower, 
which  is  about  twelve  feet  thick,  consisting  of  dark  bluish  clay  and 
sand,  strongly  imbued  with  copperas,  and  containing  a  little  gypsum ; 
and  the  upper,  of  coarse  ferruginous  sand  and  gravel.  A  few  hun- 
dred yards  below  this  point  a  thin  layer,  containing  fossils,  comes 
in  view  about  midway  between  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  bank; 
and  as  we  proceed  down  the  river,  this  shelly  stratum  expands  in 
thickness,  its  upper  boundary  continuing  horizontal,  while  its  lower 
limit  approaches  the  level  of  the  beach.  At  a  point  about  four 
hundred  yards  below  the  beginning  of  this  layer,  the  strata  are  as 
follows : 

1.  Blue  clay,  one  foot  in  thickness. 

2.  Shelly  stratum,  seven  feet  thick,  indurated  in  some  places  so 
as  to  form  a  rock.  This  abounds  in  fossils,  among  which  Garditas 
are  most  numerous. 

3.  Blue  clay,  containing  copperas,  and  shewing  ferruginous 
stains.    Three  feet  thick. 

4.  Clay  and  sand,  in  part  diluvial.     Seventeen  feet  thick. 

For  upwards  of  half  a  mile  below  this,  the  bank  presents  the 
same  series,  the  marl  occasionally,  at  base  a  stratum  from  four  to 
seven  feet  thick,  consisting  of  blue  clay,  sometimes  fossiliferous,  and 
sometimes  without  shells,  covered  by  a  bed  of  ferruginous  sand  and 
clay  of  varying  thickness. 

At  Boyd's  Hole,  the  shelly  stratum  is  not  seen,  but  further  down, 
especially  at  Albion,  and  the  other  localities  near  Mathias's  Point, 
before  described,  it  again  makes  its  appearance  in  the  cliffs,  and  fur- 
nishes marls  of  a  very  useful  quality. 

On  the  Rappahannock,  opposite  Port  Royal^  at  H,  St,  L,  Car- 
ter's, and  other  localities  on  and  near  this  river,  the  Eocene  occurs, 
under  circumstances  very  similar  to  those  which  have  been  described. 
In  the  interior  of  the  peninsula,  these  strata  are  revealed  in  many 
places  at  the  bottoms  of  the  deep  ravines,  and  in  general  consist  of 
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tbe  dark  greenish  blue  stratam,  containing  sfaeUn,  overlaid  by  a  bed 
of  the  gypseons  and  copperas  clays.  fVequently,  however,  only 
this  latter  bed  is  exposed  in  these  situations,  and  some  digging 
becomes  necessary  to  reach  the  layer  containing  shells. 

Towards  the  western  limits  of  the  Eocene,  the  shell  rock  very 
frequently  presents  itself,  and  together  with  the  other  strata  of  the 
formation,  generally  attains  a  greater  height  than  in  the  localities 
further  to  the  east. 


CHAPTER  in. 

TUB  KARROW  BELT  E^TEHTDINO  ALONG   THE  EASTERN  MARGIN  OF 
THE  PRIMARY  FROM  PETERSBURG  TO  TOE  POTOMAC  RIVER, 

Section  L 
Cf  the  Formation  met  with  in  this  Belt. 

The  tract  here  referred  to,  though  in  general  narrow,  and  often 
but  vaguely  defined,  claims  a  separate  consideration,  as  well  on  ac- 
count of  the  interesting  characters  of  the  sandstone  formation  in- 
cluded within  its  limits,  as  by  certain  local  peculiarities  presented 
in  the  Tertiary  strata  by  which,  at  various  points,  this  formation  is 
overspread. 

As  mentioned  in  my  report  of  last  year,  the  primary  rocks,  in 
many  places  near  their  eastern  boundary,  are  seen  to  be  overlaid 
by  a  peculiar  species  of  sandstone,  in  general  characterized  by  con- 
taining a  large  proportion  of  white  felspathic  earth,  whose  imperfect 
cementing  power  imparts  a  soft  texture  and  rather  loose  aggrega- 
tion to  the  mass,  and  in  some  instances,  leaves  it  in  the  condition  of 
a  bed  of  slightly  adhering  sand  or  pebbles.  Tliough  extensively  ex- 
posed at  various  places  on  the  Potomac,  Rappahannock,  North 
Anna,  South  Anna,  James  and  Appomattox  rivers,  and  on  many  of 
tbe  minor  streams,  and  in  inland  situations,  these  strata  exhibit 
only  at  a  few  localities  the  peculiar  vegetable  impressions  they  con- 
tain in  a  sufficiently  preserved  condition  to  be  of  value  in  decid- 
ing upon  the  geological  epoch  of  their  formation.  For  the  most 
part,  these  relics  of  a  former  vegetation  are  in  the  condition  of 
charcoal,  or  of  Lignite,  sometimes  approaching  closely  to  a  bitumin- 
ous coal,  and  in  these  cases  the  markings  are  too  vague  to  ad- 
mit of  identifying  the  vegetable  forms  to  which  they  belong. 

In. some  instances,  however,  very  distinct  impressions  have  been 
met  with,  uneouivocal  in  character,  and  of  such  a  nature  as  clearly 
to  shew  that  tne  sandstones  in  question  were  deposited  during  a 
comparatively  late  period  of  the  series  of  secondary  formations, 
and  are  to  be  regarded  as  of  more  recent  production  than  the  vari- 
ous slatea,  shales,  sandstones  and  conglomerates,  described  under 
the  name  of  the  middle  secondary  formation  in  my  last  yearns  re- 
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port.  They  may,  therefore,  for  the  present,  with  great  propriety, 
De  desigDated  as  the  npper  secondary  sandstones. 

As  indicated  in  the  section  included  in  the  report  of  last  year, 
and  as  mentioned  particularly  in  the  body  of  the  report  itself,  we 
find  in  many  localities  resting  immediately  upon  this  upper  second- 
ary sandstone  a  succession  of  strata  belonging  to  the  Tertiary  for- 
mation, consisting  in  some  cases  of  the  Eocene  alone,  and  in  others, 
including  also  superincumbent  Meiocene. 

As  might  be  supposed,  these  overlying  Tertiary  beds  are  almost 
entirely  confined  to  the  eastern  margin  of  the  region  occupied  by 
the  upper  secondary  strata,  where,  in  virtue  of  the  easterly  dip  of 
the  sandstone,  its  surface  is  sufficiently  depressed  to  admit  of  the 
Tertiary  resting  above.  In  the  few  instances,  as  in  the  locality  at 
Stafford  courthouse,  referred  to  under  a  former  head,  where  the 
Tertiary  is  met  with  at  some  distances  within  the  general  margin 
of  the  sandstone,  it  occupies  but  a  small  surface  and  appears  to  be 
in  shallow  cavities,  and  marginal  indentations  of  subjacent  formation. 

The  Tertiary  beds  thus  met  with  adjoining  the  tract  of  sand- 
stoues,  though  often  replete  with  the  oasts  and  impressions  of 
shells,  scarcely  ever  retain  any  of  the  original  shelly  material; 
which  in  most  cases,  has  evidently  been  removed  by  the  dissolving 
agency  of  the  free  sulphuric  acid  with  which  the  surrounding 
sands  and  clays  here,  as  m  many  other  parts  of  the  Tertiary  region, 
are  found  even  at  the  present  time  to  be  strongly  imbued. 

The  peculiar  feature  of  these  Tertiary  beds,  in  view  of  which  I 
have  proposed  devoting  to  them  a  distinct  consideration,  consists  in 
the  occurrence  of  a  very  remarkable  stratum  varying  from  twelve  to 
twenty-five  feet  in  thickness,  composed  almost  entirely  of  microsco- 
pic fossils  between  the  beds  containing  the  Eocene  and  those  con- 
taining the  Meiocene  impressions. 

This  stratum  which  will  be  more  particularly  described  under  a 
subsequent  head,  giving  no  indications  to  the  naked  eye,  or  even 
under  an  ordinary  microscope  of  its  real  composition,  was  until  re- 
cently regarded  by  me  as  nothing  more  than  a  clay  of  unusually  fine 
texture,  such  as  is  not  unfrequently  met  with  in  the  group  of  Ter- 
tiary strata.  Nor  was  its  true  nature  unfolded  until  struck  by  its 
remarkable  lightness  and  its  almost  exclusively  siliceous  composi- 
tion, and  adverting  to  the  recent  discoveries  of  microscopic  fossils 
in  Europe^  I  was  led  to  inspect  it  through  a  powerful  microscope, 
when  I  found  it  to  be  made  up  almost  entirely  of  exquisitely  minute 
and  delicate  organic  remains. 

These  curioas  relics,  too  minute  to  be  described  by  the  most 
penetrating  eye,  thus  accumulated  in  compact  form  into  a  stratum 
of  great  thickness,  belong  to  a  class  of  objects,  which  of,  late 
years  have  excited  much  attention  in  Europe^  from  having  been 
found  to  constitute  an  important  portion  of  the  mass  of  extensive 
beds  of  earth  and  rock,  and  are  in  fact  the  shells  and  sheaths  of 
various  species  of  animalcule,  analogous  to  those  which  are  met 
with  in  conntl69s  numbers  in  the  waters  of  pools  and  marshes  and 
in  the  sea,  and  which  are  denominated  Infusory  Animals, 
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Until  the  reoent  researches  of  the  celebrated  Ehrenbtrg  dia- 
olosed  the  important  agency  of  these  minnte  beings  in  the  prodao- 
tion  of  some  of  the  mineral  masses  belonging  to  former  geological 
eras,  as  observed  in  Burope,  no  one  had  ever  dreamed  of  finding 
whole  strata  of  great  thickness  and  extent,  literally  made  np  of 
these  shells  and  other  solid  appendages;  yet  nothing  is  more  cer- 
tainly established  than  that  these  remains  form  not  only  the  princi- 
pal material  of  the  light  white  earth  which  is  known  gradually  to 
aocnmnlate  in  peat-bogs  and  in  other  moist  sitnations,  of  the  Leaf 
Tripoli  found  in  many  parts  of  Germanff  in  widely  extended  beds  of 
many  feet  in  thickness,  of  the  Semi-Opal  and  other  dense  prodncts 
met  with  in  these  beds,  and  of  the  common  gnn-flint  fonnd  in  lay- 
ers of  nodoles  mnning  through  strata  of  chalk,  but  that  they  com- 
pose in  the  shape  of  caloareons,  as  well  as  siliceous  shells,  and  es- 
pecially the  former,  nearly  the  whole  substance  of  the  vast  strata  of 
the  ehialk  itself  overspreading  extensive  districts  of  Europe  to  a 
depth  in  many  places  of  several  hundred  feet  I 

In  view  of  these  interesting  fsots,  the  discovery  of  the  Infusory 
stratum  above  referred  to,  as  one  of  the  members  of  our  series  of 
Tertiary  deposits,  cannot  fail  to  be  regarded  as  an  important  addi- 
tion to  our  knowledge  of  the  Tertiai^  of  the  country,  and  has  the 
greater  interest  at  present,  from  bong  the  first  example  yet  ob- 
served in  the  United  Statee,  of  the  occurrence  of  Infusorial  remains 
in  any  but  the  most  recent  geological  formations. 

The  most  extensive  developments  of  this  stratum  hitherto  met 
with,  are  presented  in  the  hillB  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Rich- 
mani,  and  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Rappahannock  river,  in  the 
neighbourhood  and  for  some  distance  east  of  the  eastern  boundary 
of  uie  Eocene  on  that  river.  The  latter  locality  already  alluded  to, 
in  connection  with  the  geology  of  the  Northern  Neck,  not  lying 
within  the  tract  of  which  I  am  now  treating,  does  not  properly 
claim  to  be  described  under  the  present  head,  and  from  having  been 
visited  long  before  the  existence  of  Infusoriid  remains  in  our  Ter- 
tiary was  even  suspected,  will  merit  further  and  more  minnte  ex- 
plorations. 

Confining  my  remarks,  therefore,  chiefly  to  the  former  locality, 
and  reserving  a  particular  account  of  the  latter,  and  such  others  as 
may  yet  be  described  tor  the  final  report,  I  proceed  to  treat,  in  order, 
first  of  the  Upper  Secondary  sandstones  and  conglomerates,  and 
secondly,  of  the  Infusorial  stratum  and  its  associated  Tertiary  beds, 
found  resting  upon  the  Upper  Secondary  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bichmand. 

Sbotion  II. 

Fwition  and  Extent  of  the  Areae  oeeypied  by  Upper  Seeonddry 
Sandatonee  and  Conglameratee, 

8EZTCH  OF  TUB  BOUKDABIS8  OF  THIS  OBOUP  OF  BOOKS. 

In  attempting  briefly  to  indicate  the  limits  of  the  several  areas 
occupied  by  these  strata,  I  propose  merely  to  give  such  an  outline 


as  by  reference  to  the  state  map,  will  suffice  to  convey  a  correct  im- 
pression of  their  general  position  and  extent,  without  pretending  to 
follow  the  boundary  lines  in  all  the  various  flexures  through  whioh 
they  have  been  traced,  and  whioh  are  only  capable  of  satisfactory 
exhibition  by  suitable  delineations  on  the  map  itself. 

The  general  direction  of  the  tract  in  which  these  strata  are 
developed,  being  marked  by  the  eastern  margin  of  the  primary 
rocks,  approaches  closely  to  a  meridian  line  passing  through  Feten- 
hurg^  RichfMmd  and  FredertcMmrg^  bending  a  little  eastward  as  it 
extends  from  the  Rappahannock  to  the  Potomac  river.  In  this  re- 
spect, it  is  strikingly  distinguished  from  the  belt  occupied  by  the 
middle  secondary  rock,  which  as  described  in  my  last  year's  re- 
port pursues  a  general  direction  very  nearly  parallel  to  that  of 
the  Blue  Ridge,  and  therefore  nearly  from  northeast  to  southwest. 

The  narrow  tract,  extending  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Appomat- 
tox near  PeterBhurg^  in  which  the  upper  secondary  sandstones  are 
found,  is  not  occupied  by  these  strata  throughout  its  whole  extent 
For  much  of  the  distance  between  the  Rappahannock  and  North 
Anna  rivers  they  cease  to  be  disclosed  within  the  artificial  cuttings 
that  have  been  made  in  this  region  or  on  the  banks  of  the  streams. 
But  north  and  south  of  this  deficient  district  they  are  met  with, 
amply  exposed,  and  have  been  traced  continuously  over  areas  of 
very  considerable  extent. 

The  more  northern  of  these  upper  secondary  tracts  skirts  the 
Potomac  river  from  the  upper  extremity  of  the  cM  at  Mount  Ver- 
non, which  marks  the  northern  termination  of  the  formation,  to  a 
point  a  little  above  the  mouth  of  Meadow  branch.  At  various 
points  throughout  this  distance,  the  sandstones  shew  themselves  in 
the  river  cliffs,  extending  in  some  cases  to  a  considerable  height 
above  the  beach.  In  the  bank  at  Mount  Vernon,  that  near  White 
house,  at  Eight  Point,  Freestone  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  Quantico, 
as  well  as  several  intermediate  places,  they  are  well  exposed,  as 
shewn  in  the  cliff  at  Freestone  Point.  Its  thickness  is  between  60 
and  70  feet 

Leaving  the  river  bank  at  the  point  above  indicated,  the  eastern 
margin  of  the  tract  crosses  Meadow  branch  a  little  above  the  mouth 
of  Still  House  branch,  and  bending  around  to  a  due  south  line,  in- 
tersects Acquia  creek,  nearly  half  a  mile  below  the  moutii  of  Aus- 
tin's run,  and  Accakeek  creek  at  Brooke's  mill.  Bending  its  course 
towards  the  west  and  crossing  Potomac  creek  a  little  above  the 
church,  it  pursues  an  irregular  line  coinciding  with  the  western 
margin  of  the  Eocene,  before  described,  passing  near  Gray's  mill  on 
Little  Fall  run,  and  extending  in  a  southeasterlj  direction  to  a  point 
on  the  Rappahannock,  nearly  opposite  the  mouth  of  Snow  creek. 
On  the  southern  side  of  the  river  it  is  resumed  near  the  month  of 
Massaponax,  and  thence  continuing  in  a  line  a  little  east  of  the 
stream,  crosses  Long  branch  a  short  distance  above  its  mouth,  and 
then  bending  round  towards  the  west,  marks  the  southern  termina- 
tion of  the  exposures  of  the  upper  secondary  strata,  thus  far  met 
with  in  this  portion  of  the  belt 
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Proceeding  now  to  the  western  boundary  of  this  northern  ar^a 
of  the  upper  secondary,  we  find  it  extending  from  a  point  a  little 
inland  at  Mount  Yemon,  in  a  direction  nearly  coinciding  with  that 
of  the  road  marked  on  the  map  as  passing  through  Colehester  or 
Oecoquan,  in  general,  however,  running  somewhat  nearer  the  river. 
Crossing  Neabsco  below  the  main  road,  it  soon  after  bends  west- 
wardJy  across  the  road,  and  continues  west  of  it  and  nearly  parallel 
until  it  approaches  the  Valley  of  Quantico  at  Dun^/riea.  Here  the 
floor  of  Primary  is  laid  bare  over  a  considerable  space,  owing  to  the 
local  denudation  which  has  formed  the  valley  of  the  creek ;  and 
the  boundary  line  is  made  to  sweep  around  in  a  course  towards  the 
east;  but  soon  turning  again  westwards,  on  the  south  side  of  Quan- 
tico, it  continues  in  that  direction  for  about  two  miles,  when  sud- 
denly turning  to  the  south,  it  strikes  across  the  Chopawamsic,  and 
intersects  Acquia  creek  near  the  mouth  of  Beaver  dam ;  thence 
continuing  a  little  west  of  south,  it  passes  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
west  of  Stafford  courthouse,  and  then  by  a  still  more  westwardly 
bend,  strikes  Potomac  creek  about  a  mile  above  Wallace's  mill ; 
from  this  point,  it  continues  in  a  line  east  of  south,  crossing  the 
Rappahannock  about  a  mile  west  ot  Falmouth^  thence  curving  west- 
wards, so  as  to  intersect  the  turnpike  leading  to  Orange  courthouse, 
at  a  point  about  three  miles  from  Frederichiburg^  crossing  Hazel 
run  still  further  to  the  west,  and  then  striking  across  to  the  Massa- 
ponax  river,  where  it  unites  with  the  eastern  boundary  line  previ- 
ously traced. 

The  boundaries  of  the  southern  tract  of  the  Upper  Secondary 
strata  are  less  distinctly  marked  than  those  of  the  area  just  de- 
scribed. For  although  extensive  exposures  of  the  rocks  occur  on 
the  North  Anna,  Little,  and  South  Anna  rivers,  and  in  numerous 
inland  situations,  the  crumbling  condition  of  the  strata  towards  the 
margin,  causes  them  so  closely  to  resemble  the  loose  sand  and  gravel 
which  forms  the  usual  covering  of  the  Primary  in  this  part  of 
the  state,  as  often  to  make  it  impossible  to  distinguish  between 
them. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  attempting  a  detailed  description  of  the 
outline  of  this  tract,  I  shall  content  myself  with  indicating  its  form 
and  dimensions  by  reference  to  a  few  well  ascertained  points.  Its 
southern  margin,  passing  nearly  an  eastward  direction,  lies  about 
half  a  mile  southward  of  the  road  leading  from  OoodalV$  across 
the  heads  of  Stag  and  Falling  creeks  to  Hanover  courthouse.  Where 
crossed  by  this  road,  the  tract  has  a  width  embraced  between  a 
point  a  little  west  of  Stag  creek,  and  another  point  near  Mr,  Win- 
ston'Sj  about  four  miles  west  of  Hanover  courthouse,  comprising  a 
distance  of  about  eight  miles.  North  of  this,  where  intersected  by 
the  South  Anna  river,  it  extends  from  a  little  above  the  mouth  of 
Buck  creek  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  South  Anna  bridge,  as 
laid  down  on  the  map.  Still  further  north  it  expands  eastwardly  so 
as  to  occupy  the  bend  of  the  North  Anna,  below  the  mouth  of  Lit- 
tle river ;  thence  its  eastern  margin,  prolonged  in  a  due  north  direc- 
tion, passes  between  the  river  and  Concord  meeting  house.     Its 
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weBtern  margin  croaaes  New  Fonnd  river  below  the  mouth  of 
Beaver  creek,  strikes  the  road  on  which  New  Fork  church  is  situ- 
ated, half  a  mile  east  of  the  church,  whence,  intersecting  Little 
river  below  New  Market  bridge  and  North  Anna,  near  the  mouth 
of  Long  creek,  it  is  indistinctly  traceable  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Gheste^eld  depot  on  the  rail-road,  north  of  which  position,  no  un- 
equivocal exposures  of  the  upper  secondary  strata  have  yet  been  met 
with,  until  we  approach  the  southern  extremity  of  the  northern  tract 
at  the  Massaponax  river. 

South  of  the  tract  above  described,  the  upper  secondary  strata 
are  not  again  met  with  until  we  reach  the  valley  of  Shookoe  creek, 
near  and  within  the  city  of  Richmond^  where  they  form  thin  and 
very  variable  beds  of  a  coarse  conglomerate  and  sandstone,  in  alter- 
nate layers,  interposed  between  the  primary  rocks,  oocasionally  ex- 
posed in  the  valley  of  the  creek,  and  the  Tertiary  beds  of  which 
the  adjacent  hills  are  chiefly  made  up.  Under  the  same  characters, 
these  strata  shew  themselves  along  the  base  of  the  river  bank  at 
Rocketts,  and  at  various  points  below,  to  within  a  short  distance  of 
Deep  Hole,  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  island  called  Farra*s  Isl- 
and, where  the  Eocene  strata  are  met  with  at  the  water  level. 

East  of  this,  as  was  shewn  in  my  last  year's  report,  no  deposits 
lower  or  of  older  date  than  the  Tertiary  are  met  with  on  the  James 
river. 

On  the  Appomattox,  the  upper  secondary  strata  commencing  at 
Bull  Hill,  a  little  below  Broadway,  where  they  are  well  exposed  in 
the  form  of  massive  sandstones  and  conglomerates,  and  shewing 
themselves  at  Rooky  Point,  and  for  some  distance  along  the  river, 
above  the  mouth  of  Oobb's  creek,  under  the  same  characters,  and 
in  much  greater  thickness,  are  thence  traceable,  at  intervals,  up 
to  Fetenhurg,  presenting,  however,  less  extensive  exposures  and  a 
much  looser  aggregation. 

Of  the  characters  of  these  strata,  as  presented  at  some  of  the  in- 
teresting localities  on  and  near  the  James  and  Appomattox  rivers,  I 
purpose  treating  under  the  next  succeeding  head. 

With  the  exception  of  the  cliff  at  Rocky  Point,  the  strata  in  ques- 
tion attain  but  little  elevation  above  the  water  level,  where  observed 
either  on  the  James  or  Appomattox  rivers,  and  on  this  account,  be- 
ing deeply  covered  by  diluvial  matter,  are  rarely  and  very  imper- 
fectly exposed  in  situations  remote  from  the  river  banks.  Hence 
the  extent  to  which  they  are  spread  out  beneath  the  more  superfi- 
cial materials,  must  remain  matter  of  conjecture. 

In  the  two  tracts  referred  to  previously,  they  are  generally  met 
with  at,  or  very  near,  the  surface,  and  when  exposed  on  the  banks 
of  rivers  and  streams,  often  exhibit  an  aggregate  thickness  exceed- 
ing fifty  feet. 

Section  III. 
Characters  and  Contents  of  the  Upper  Secondary  Strata, 

These  strata  consist  of  sandstones,  slates,  shales,  and  conglom- 
erates, and  as  might  be  anticipated,  display  much  variety  as  to  col- 
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our,  texture  and  soliditj.  Within  the  northern  area,  previously  de- 
scribed, tbej  are  very  generally  characterized  by  containing  a  large 
proportion  of  felspathic  earth,  which,  interposed  between  the  sili- 
ceoas  grains  forming  nearly  all  the'  remaining  material  of  the  rock, 
imparts  to  it  the  open  teztnre  of  a  freestone,  and  renders  it  capa- 
ble of  being  easily  wrought  for  architectural  purposes.  Indeed  in 
many  cases,  this  material,  by  its  great  predominance  in  the  mass, 
interfering  with  the  partial  adhesion  of  the  siliceous  matter,  so  im- 
pairs the  aggregation  of  the  stratum,  as  to  canse  it  qmckly  to  crum- 
ble into  fr  loose  sand. 

In  the  composition  of  the  variety  here  in  view,  the  siliceous 
grains  thus  enclosed  in  the  soft  felspathic  material,  are  of  well 
rounded  forms,  and  in  the  beds  usually  resorted  to  for  building,  of 
small  and  rather  uniform  size.  But  along  with  strata  thus  consti- 
tuted, layers  and  heavy  beds  of  coarse  conglomerates  are  not  unfre- 
qnentiy  met  with  at  the  quarries  and  other  exposures  in  the  north- 
em  tract,  and  have  been  observed  at  some  points  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  North  and  South  Anna  rivers.  In  neither  tract,  how- 
ever, do  they  constitute  a  large  part  of  the  mass  of  the  formation. 

The  presence  of  these  coarse  materials  in  predominant  propor- 
tion, appears  to  be  confined  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  James  and 
Appomattox  rivers,  where  it  is  conspicuously  displayed  at  nearly 
every  exposure. 

The  finer  variety  of  the  felspathic  sandstone,  where  of  uniform 
texture,  free  from  specks  of  ferruginous  matter  and  exempt  from  an 
excess  of  the  felspathic  eailh,  possesses  many  valuable  qualities  as 
a  building  material,  combining  sufiBcient  strength  for  most  archi- 
tectural purposes,  a  fair  degree  of  durability  under  exposure  to  the 
weather,  a  pleasing  light  brownish  grey  colour,  and  a  texture  well 
adapted  for  the  ordinary  operations  of  the  mason^s  chisel,  or  even 
for  ornamental  sculpture,  while  in  the  capacity  of  sustaining  great 
weights  without  being  crushed,  it  is  no  doubt  inferior  to  some 
other  varieties  of  building  rook  employed  in  this  country,  it  is  well 
adapted  by  its  other  qualities  for  numerous  applications,  in  which 
the  incumbent  load  is  not  excessive,  and  where  a  wrought  or  omar 
mental  surface  is  required.  These  important  advantages  have  been 
so  well  appreciated,  as  to  have  brought  it  into  extensive  use  in  the 
construction  of  the  public  edifices  in  WMhingtan,  and  have  in  this 
way  for  a  series  of  years  given  active  employment  to  numerous 
quarries  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Acquia  creek,  and  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock river.  Of  these,  the  most  extensive  are  the  quarries  of 
Musrt,  StarUj  Oallahom^  Tow9(my  Bea/rd^  and  Adie^  situated  near 
the  head  of  Austln^s  run — those  of  Messrs,  Wallace^  Brooke,  and  Ed- 
iHntony  a^oining  Acquia  creek,  and  those  of  Messrs.  Fitzhugh^  and 
Taliaferro,  on  the  Rappahannock  river. 

At  all  these  localities,  the  thickness  of  the  strata  exposed  is  very 
considerable,  varying  from  20  to  50,  or  more  feet,  and  as  might  be 
expected,  presenting  among  the  diflferent  beds  of  rocks  marked  vari- 
eties in  texture  and  composition. 

At  the  extensive  quarry  of  Mr,  Gallahom^  the  rock  is  for  the 
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most  part  a  nearly  white  sandstone,  devoid  of  ferroginons  stains, 
presenting  the  appearance  of  a  hed  of  agglutinated  sand,  without 
distinct  layers,  and  lying  nearly  in  a  horizontal  position,  and  pos- 
sessing a  remarkablj  uniform  texture,  and  being  free  from  joints,  it 
is  readily  loosened  from  the  quarry  by  wedges  in  blocks  of  any  re- 
quired  size.  A  few  layers  of  coarse  conglomerate  are  seen  extend- 
ing through  the  mass.  At  the  quarry  of  Jfesart.  Beard  and  Adie, 
the  rock  is  a  light  coloured  sandstone,  but  appears  in  distinct  layers 
from  2  to  4  or  more  feet  in  thickness.  Similar  characters  prevail 
at  the  other  quarries  on  Austin^s  run  and  Acquia  creek. 

The  quarries  opened  for  the  construction  of  the  railroad  bridge 
over  Potomac  creek,  about  half  a  mile  above  the  church,  present 
very  extensive  exposures  of  the  sandstone.  It  is  here  seen  on  both 
sides  of  the  creek,  forming  cliffs  of  from  60  to  70  feet  in  height,  and 
has  been  applied  both  in  forming  the  piers  and  the  abutments  of  the 
bridge,  that  used  for  the  latter  purpose  being  quite  coarse,  and  de< 
rived  from  the  upper  layers. 

At  the  quarries  of  Ifr,  FraneU  Talurferro^  situated  on  the  Rap- 
pahannock river,  about  half  a  mile  above  the  mouth  of  Massaponax, 
the  sandstone  extends  from  20  to  25  feet  above  the  water.  It  is  in 
general  a  compact,  well  cemented  rock,  varying  from  a  nearly  white 
to  a  light  brownish  grey  colour.  The  latter  tint  is  generally  devel- 
oped after  exposure  to  the  air,  and  is  obviously  due  to  the  decom- 
position of  the  embedded  particles  of  iron  pyrites  present  in  the 
strata  of  this  as  well  as  other  localities. 

It  may  be  well  to  remark,  that  the  ferruginous  stains,  so  com- 
monly presenting  themselves  upon  tlie  weathered  surfaces  of  the 
rocks  of  which  I  am  treating,  though  iniurious  to  the  beauty  of  the 
stone,  are  not  likely  to  impair  its  durabilitj,  unless  the  decomposing 
pyrites  be  present  in  very  large  amount,  and  in  ordinary  cases,  the 
blemish  maj  be  readily  corrected  by  the  application  of  a  coat  of 
paint 

Associated  with  the  sandstones  above  described,  there  occur  in 
the  northern  tract  various  strata  of  shale  and  slate  and  sandstone, 
presenting  at  certain  localities  a  number  of  interesting  vegetable 
impressions  and  other  remains.  Of  these  it  is  not  my  purpose  to 
speak  m  detail  at  the  present  time.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  remark, 
that  the  characters  of  these  remains  are  such  as  to  throw  important 
light  upon  the  geological  history  of  the  strata  with  which  they  are 
associated,  and  will  therefore  entitle  them  to  a  detailed  considera- 
tion, when  I  shall  be  called  upon  to  illustrate  the  interesting  scien- 
tific relations  of  the  upper  secondary  rocks.  I  may  also  add  that 
the  lignite  and  charcoal  derived  from  the  decompoution  of  these 
vegetable  substances,  and  so  abundantly  displayed  in  many  locali- 
ties, though  seemingly  in  favour  of  the  existence  of  beds  of  coal  in 
this  formation,  have  no  essential  connection  with  extensive  deposits 
of  this  material,  and  that  in  view  of  the  age  and  general  character 
of  these  upper  secondary  rocks,  as  well  as  the  extent  to  which 
they  have  been  explored,  there  is  no  reason  for  believing  that  tbej 
oontain  any  seam  or  bed  of  coal  worthy  of  economical  notice. 
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Advertizig  now  to  the  strata  as  presented  in  the  southern  tract, 
I  would  remark  that  while  in  many  respects  analogous  to  those 
above  described,  th^  display  modifications  of  colour,  texture  and 
composition  entitling  them  to  a  separate  notice.  Instead  of  the 
whitish,  open-grained  freestone,  so  predominant  in  the  northern 
tract,  we  here  meet  with  bluish  grey  sandstones,  composed  of  fine 
particles  of  sand  blended  with  impure  felspathic  clay  and  some 
scales  of  Mica,  others  of  a  similar  texture  but  of  a  brownish  tinge ; 
coarser  sandstones  in  which  white  felspathic  earth  and  coarse  sili- 
ceous grains  are  interspersed  in  these  finer  materials ;  brown  and 
olive  coloured  slaty  sandstones  and  argillaceous  slates,  together  with 
other  varieties  beariog  the  same  general  character,  and  along  with 
these  at  some  localities  beds  of  felspathic  freestone  similar  to  those 
of  the  northern  tract.  As  a  general  rule,  the  rocks  in  question 
compared  with  those  of  the  district  to  the  north,  are  of  a  darker 
hue,  contain  more  Mica,  and  are  of  a  finer  grain  and  softer  texture. 
In  most  exposures  they  are  seen  in  a  crambling  state  when  acted  on 
by  the  weather,  and  are  in  general  possessed  of  little  strength  or 
durability.  Localities,  however,  are  not  wanting  capable  of  afford- 
ing rock  of  a  better  quality ;  and  to  these  resort  has  been  had  in 
the  vicinity  of  TaylomilU  and  elsewhere,  for  the  uses  of  the  rail- 
road. 

Lignite  and  thin  seams  of  impure  bituminous  coal  are  of  frequent 
occurrence  in  these  rocks,  especially  towards  the  southern  extremity 
of  the  tract.  In  the  bluish  and  brownish  grey  soft  sandstones  met 
with  so  generally  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Taylortville^  on  the  North 
Anna  and  Little  rivers,  stems  and  other  vegetable  fragments  are 
often  found,  presenting  the  condition  either  of  bituminous  coal  or 
charcoal;  thin  layers  of  slaty  lignite  are  not  unfreqiiently  exposed 
in  the  same  rocks,  and  have  led  to  the  fallacious  idea  of  the  presence 
of  important  beds  of  coal  in  their  vicinity.  Towards  the  southern 
margin,  the  sandstones  in  many  places  are  largely  intermingled 
with  dark  coloured  micaceous  slates  and  bituminous  shales,  among 
which  are  found  thin  seams  of  an  impure  bituminous  coal.  Ex- 
posures of  this  kind  occur  at  several  places  towards  the  western 
side  of  the  tract,  on  Beach  and  Stag  creeks,  presenting  the  following 
appearances : 

On  Beach  creek,  at  Mr.  Lowerre^s^  a  grey  siliceous  sandstone  oc- 
curs, associated  with  much  dark  micaceous  slate  and  black  glazed 
bituminous  shale,  a  coarse  congloraeritic  sandstone,  and  brownish 
soft  shales,  enclosing  a  very  thin  seam  of  bituminous  coaJ. 

On  the  Poor  house  tract,  situated  on  Stag  creek,  we  find  grey 
felspathic  sandstone  of  fine  grain  and  rather  compact  texture,  asso- 
riated  with  brownish  and  black  bituminous  shales.  The  latter,  at 
the  spot  which  has  been  explored  for  coal,  contains  two  small  lay- 
ers of  that  substance,  rather  irregularly  disposed  in  the  shale,  the 
entire  bed,  shale  and  cotd  included,  being  about  five  feet  in  thick- 
ness. 

Further  to  the  east  the  bituminous  shales  are  rarely  met  with, 
the  rocks  consisting  of  coarse  conglomeritic  sandstone,  reddish 


446 

brown  roicaceons  shalea,  and  loose  grained  felspatbio  sandatooe,  gen- 
erallj"  stoined  with  oxide  of  iron.  At  one  or  two  points  in  tliis  vi- 
cinity small  patches  of  the  Tertiary  strata  are  met  with  in  the  form 
of  a  light  greenish  micaceous  clay  or  loam,  impregnated  with 
snlphnr  and  sulphates,  and  containing  casts  of  univalve  and  bivalve 
shells,  but  without  any  remains  of  shelly  matter.  The  dips  of  the 
strata  above  described  as  disclosed  in  the  sonthwestem  comer  of 
the  tract  vary  from  northeast  to  southeast,  and  even  to  northwest, 
and  are  often  as  high  as  forty-five  degrees^  in  this  respect  differing 
from  the  upper  secondary  strata  in  the  more  northern  and  eastern 
portions  of  the  belt.  It  may,  indeed,  be  observed  as  a  general  fact 
that  the  deviation  from  a  horizontal  position  is  greater  in  the  sonth- 
ern  than  the  northern  tract,  and  that  it  is  seen  to  increase  as  we 
proceed  south  west  wardly  in  the  latter. 

The  proximity  of  the  district  on  Beach  and  Stag  creeks,  to  the 
ooal  basin  of  the  Deep  Bnn  and  Springfield  pits,  south  of  Chicka- 
hominy  river,  and  the  general  resemblance  of  its  rooks  to  those  of  the 
ooal  measures,  added  to  the  fact  of  the  actual  discovery  of  coal  in 
the  localities  just  described,  have  led  to  the  supposition  that  the  true 
ooal  rocks  are  extended  northwards  of  the  Otiickahominy,  and  will 
there  also  be  found  to  include  a  valuable  seam  or  seams  of  coal. 
Careful  observations,  however,  have  clearly  shewn  that  the  meas- 
ures of  the  basin  south  of  the  river,  nowhere  extend  over  to  its 
northern  bank,  but  are  walled  in  by  a  barrier  of  primary  rocks, 
which  have  been  traced  entirely  around  their  northern  termination, 
and  that  the  tract  between  this  and  the  southern  margin  of  the 
upper  secondary,  traversed  by  the  road  leading  to  Ground  Squirrel 
bridge  on  the  South  Anna,  is  entirely  primary. 

There  is,  however,  reason  to  believe  that  the  rocks  in  the  south- 
west comer  of  this  upper  secondary  tract  are  more  nearly  allied  in 
age  to  those  of  the  trae  coal  basins  lying  to  the  south,  than  tho 
strata  generally  to  which  I  have  provisionally  given  the  name  of 
upper  secondary,  and  that  ooonpying  somewhat  an  intermediate 
place  in  the  series,  they  might  be  expected  to  present  a  more  close 
resemblance  to  the  coal  measures  both  in  character  and  contents 
than  the  other  strata  of  either  the  north  or  south  upper  secondary 
tracts. 

As  essentially  connected  with  this  subject,  it  is  important  to  re- 
mark, that  after  much  investigation  as  regards  the  trae  geological 
character  of  the  coal  basins  of  Henrioo^  CkMUrfielAy  ^.,  I  have 
become  satisfied  that  instead  of  being  older,  they  are  of  more  recent 
production  than  the  carboniferous  strata  of  our  great  western  coal 
region  and  most  of  the  European  coal  measures,  and  that  the  era  of 
their  formation  is  not  widely  removed  from  that  of  our  upper  sec- 
ondary strata.  Of  the  various  data  which  have  served  to  illustrate 
this  very  perplexing  enquiry,  it  would  be  inappropriate  to  enter  into 
an  account  in  this  place;  suflSce  it  to  say,  that  notwithstanding 
the  rareness  of  well  preserved  fossils  in  these  coal  fields,  I  have  at 
length  been  enabled  to  procure  such  as  are  adapted  to  shed  impor- 
tant light  upon  the  interesting  question  above  alluded  to,  and  con- 
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nected  with  other  considerations,  to  lead  to  conclnsions  at  once  euri- 
oas  and  satisfactory.  ' 

Of  the  upper  secondary  strata,  as  exposed  on  the  James  and 
Appomattox  rivers: 

As  formerly  remarked,  the  exposures  of  these  heds  in  the  dis- 
trict here  referred  to,  are  almost  exclnsively  confined  to  the  abrnpt 
river  banks,  and  to  certain  points  adjoining  the  primary  in  the  deep 
ravines  below  Riehmond,  8ome  observations  upon  the  general  com- 
position and  character  of  these  strata,  along  with  a  description  of 
one  or  two  interesting  localities,  will  suffice  to  convey  a  just  con- 
ception of  their  peculiarities,  and  will  render  further  details  unne- 
cessary. 

The  loose  aggregation  and  coarse  materials  of  these  beds,  give 
them  so  great  a  resemblance  to  the  common  diluvium  of  sand  and 
gravel,  generally  forming  the  surface  strata  in  this  part  of  the  state 
as  to  render  careful  observation  necessary  in  order  to  distinguish 
between  them,  and  even  the  closest  inspection,  in  some  cases,  will 
scarcely  sufSoe  for  this  purpose.  This  obscurity,  however,  does  not 
apply  to  localities  in  which  the  Tertiary  beds  are  seen  resting  upon 
them,  as  in  sucli  oases  the  subjacent  position  of  the  sandstone  or 
conglomerate  determines  its  true  geological  character,  the  diluvial 
sand  or  gravel  having  its  place  above  the  Tertiary. 

The  difficulty  of  making  this  distinction  is  chiefly  felt  in  relation 
to  some  of  the  ex))osures  on  the  rivers,  where  the  Tertiary  having 
been  removed  by  denudation  from  above  the  upper  secondary  beds, 
has  been  replaced  by  the  mass  of  diluvial  sand  and  gravel,  deposited 
upon  the  broken  surface  of  the  secondary,  often  no  doubt  with 
much  intermixture  of  the  materials  of  the  two ;  but  even  in  these 
cases  a  marked  difference  may  be  noticed  in  their  composition,  es- 
pecially in  the  fact  of  the  comparatively  large  amount  of  white  fel- 
spathic  earth  blended  with  the  coarser  matter  of  the  upper  second- 
ary. Indeed,  at  most  localities,  however  large  may  be  the  pebbles 
embedded  in  some  of  the  layers,  the  intervening  matter  will  be 
found  to  possess  the  character  of  a  soft  felspathic  sandstone,  and 
some  portions  of  the  mass  will  display  this  character  through- 
out. 

The  pebbles  thus  embedded  in  the  finer  material  of  these  beds, 
sometimes  in  layers  of  many  feet  in  thickness,  but  ofbener  in  narrow 
courses,  are  frequently  of  great  size,  measuring  even  as  much  as 
eight  or  ten  inches  in  diameter.  They  are  of  very  various  ori^n ; 
some  being  from  the  primary  region,  and  consisting  of  Quartz, 
Gneiss  and  primary  slates,  while  others  are  from  the  formations 
further  west,  and  especially  that  lying  on  the  valley  side  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  and  which  I  have  designated  as  the  first  of  the  series  of  rocks 
of  our  great  Appalachian  system.  These  fragments  of  fonnation  I., 
remarkable  for  their  bright  white  colour  and  their  great  magnitude, 
serve  to  distinguish  the  mass  in  which  they  occur  from  the  overly- 
ing diluvium,  in  which  nothing  analogous  has  as  yet  been  discovered. 
Forming,  thus,  part  of  what  may  be  considered  as  ancient  diluvium, 
belongmg  to  the  secondary  era,  thej  point  to  the  extensive  agency  of 
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the  currents  by  which  the  heterogeneous  materials  of  these  upper 
secondary  strata  were  swept  together. 

At  Bocketts,  immediately  below  Biehmondy  may  be  seen  beds  of 
the  soft  felspathio  sandstone,  with  layers  of  coarse  grarel  and  peb- 
bles lying  near  the  base  of  the  bank,  and  above  these,  beds  of  clay, 
sand  and  gravel,  referrible  to  the  common  diluvium.  Bimilar  ap- 
pearances present  themselves  at  various  points  lower  down  the 
river,  and  are  well  observed  on  the  land  opposite  Farrar^s  island. 
Here,  adjoining  the  wood  wharf,  near  Osbome^s  ferry,  the  river 
bank  rising  abruptly,  presents  a  good  exposure  of  the  soft  felspathio 
sandstone  and  gravel  for  a  height  of  about  24  feet.  For  some  feet 
below  the  floor  of  the  wharf,  and  as  low  down  as  the  water  level  at 
medium  height,  the  bank  consists  of  brownish  soft  sandstone,  en- 
closing a  few  pebbles.  Above  this  is  a  nearly  white  felspathio  sand, 
Eartially  cemented,  with  a  few  layers  of  white  pebbles;  and  still 
igher,  a  heavy  bed  of  similar  pebbles,  packed  in  layers  of  the  fel- 
spathio sand.  Strata  of  a  similar  character,  enclosing  pebbles  of 
huge  dimensions,  together  with  rounded  masses  of  clay,  occur  at 
the  ferry. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg^  similar  materials  are  exposed  along 
the  base,  and  for  some  height  in  the  hill  forming  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  the  river  bottom,  and  may  be  seen  at  the  cuttings  for  the 
rail-road  and  other  roads  in  that  direction ;  a  thin  layer  of  Tertiary 
day  here  separates  them  from  the  upper  diluvium.  Southeast  of 
the  Appomattox,  the  surface  is  a  table  land  raised  between  80  and 
40  feet  above  the  water.  This  extends  down  the  Appomattox  to 
Bull  Hill,  which,  commencing  a  little  below  Broadway,  forms  the 
river  bank,  thence  for  some  distance  towards  Oity  Point.  The 
strata  lying  beneath  this  plain  are  of  the  same  character  as  those 
just  described,  and  are  doubtless  the  upper  secondary  sandstone 
overlaid  to  some  extent  by  modern  diluvium.  East  of  this  an  upper 
level  rises  rather  abruptly,  marking  the  western  margin  of  the 
great  Tertiary  plain,  which  thence  extends  eastwards  towards  the 
sea. 

The  steep  bank  exposed  along  Bull  Hill,  discloses  the  felspathio 
sand  and  pebbles  for  some  height,  capped  by  ferruginous  clay  and 
sand,  while  on  Bull  Hill  creek,  which  enters  the  river  at  the  eastern 
extremity  of  the  hill,  we  find  sandstone  and  conglomerate  of  very 
firm  texture  in  heavy  beds,  rising  above  the  water  from  12  to  15 
feet.  Rock  of  a  like  description  is  idso  exposed  in  the  bank  a  little 
above  Broadway. 

But  by  far  the  most  interesting  exposure  of  these  strata  to  be 
met  with  on  the  Appomattox,  are  those  of  Rock  Point  and  its  vi- 
cinity, on  the  west  side  of  the  river  and  below  Gobb^s.  An  abrupt 
bank  here  shews  itself  about  thirty  feet  in  height,  of  which  nearly 
the  whole  is  well  exposed,  consisting  of  the  felspathic  sandstone  and 
conglomerate  in  huge  beds,  lying  nearly  horizontally,  and  divided 
to  a  great  depth  by  vertical  joints.  Most  of  this  rock  is  thickly 
interspersed  with  pebbles  from  one  to  two  inches  in  diameter,  the 
intervening  material  consisting  of^felspathio  sand,  and  the  whole 
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being  quite  compact  and  bard.  Namerons  large  masses  that  have 
tambled  from  the  diff,  and  now  lie  at  the  water^s  edge  or  in  the 
water,  strikingly  attest  the  dorabilitj  of  this  variety  of  rook. 

Other  layers  are  cmmblj  and  fall  into  sand.  Huge  pebbles  lie 
embedded  in  the  finer  material,  some  of  them  not  less  than  12  inches 
in  diameter,  beantif  ally  white  and  fine  grained,  and  evidently  de- 
rived from  formation  I,  of  the  Appalachian  rocks. 

The  lower  extremity  of  this  cliff,  and  the  banks  of  Ball  Hill 
creek,  terminate  the  exposures  of  the  npper  secondary  on  the  Ap- 
pomattox. The  plain  between  the  Appomattox  and  the  James 
river,  towards  the  janction  of  the  two,  presents  occasional  expos- 
ures of  the  Tertiary,  and  beds  of  this  formation  begin  to  shew 
themselves  as  we  trace  the  Appomattox  shore  towards  CUy  Point, 
We  may  therefore  approximate  to  the  common  boundary  of  this  and 
the  secondary  sandstones,  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  Bull 
Hill  creek  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Deep  Bottom  on  the  James  river. 

Section  IV. 

Infusorial  Stratum  and  Associated  Tertiary  Beds  in  the  Vicinity  of 
Richmond, 

Having  adverted  to  the  general  character  of  what  are  called  In- 
fusorial remiuns  under  a  former  head,  I  shall  confine  myself  in  what 
follows  to  a  brief  description  of  the  more  striking  peculiarities  of 
our  Infusorial  stratum,  and  tbence  proceed  to  a  sketch  of  the  ge- 
ology of  the  district  in  and  adjoining  Biehmond,  in  which  it  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  find  it  developed. 

The  material  in  question,  composing  a  thick  stratum  lying  be- 
tween beds  of  sand  and  clay,  is  more  or  less  mingled  with  them, 
particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  its  bounding  surfaces.  But  through- 
out most  of  its  thickness,  it  presents  a  very  fine  texture,  admitting 
of  being  bruised  by  the  fingers  into  an  almost  impalpable  powder, 
and  singularly  free  from  gritty  particles.  Its  colour  in  the  present 
specimens,  is  a  very  light  grey  or  white,  but  the  fragments  into 
which  it  spontaneously  divides  at  the  exposed  surface  of  the  stratum, 
often  present  externally  a  slightly  ochreous  tinge.  It  is  decidedly, 
though  sometimes  indistinctly  laminated,  the  planes  of  the  thin 
flakes  or  sheets  being  horizontal.  When  moistened,  it  displays  con- 
siderable tenadty,  and  hence  has  hitherto  been  regarded  as  a  fine 
clay  or  fuller^s  earth. 

Of  all  its  peculiarities,  however,  capable  of  being  readily  discov- 
ered, its  great  lightness  is  the  most  extraordinary  and  characteris- 
tic. When  quite  free  from  moisture,  a  pnre  specimen  has  a  spedfio 
gravity  of  only  0.884,  that  is  to  say,  only  one  third  the  weight  of 
water,  bulk  for  bulk. 

In  adverting  to  the  curious  and  astonishing  fact  of  its  being 
composed  almost  entirely  of  the  shells  and  other  appendages  of  for- 
mer races  of  animalculffi,  it  was  also  mentioned  that  unlike  the  mi- 
croscopic remains  composing  the  chief  mass  of  chalk  or  the  larger 
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fossils  of  onr  marl  beds,  these  minute  relics  consist  entirely  of  nH- 
ceovs  instead  of  calcareous  matter.  For  this  reason  it  is,  that  the 
Leaf  Tripoli,  or  Polir  Scheifer  of  Bohemia,  as  well  as  other  analogous 
Infusorial  products,  have  so  long  been  fonnd  valuable  in  giving  a 
polish  to  metallic  surfaces.  Our  Infusorial  matter,  when  properly 
selected,  is  capable  of  being  employed  for  this  purpose  with  no  less 
advantage,  and  from  the  trials  I  have  made,  I  feel  assured  that  when 
exempt  from  grit,  it  may  be  very  usefully  substituted  for  the  finer 
varieties  of  the  Tripoli  or  rotten  stone  of  the  shops. 

Of  the  forms  of  these  microscopic  remains  no  just  conception 
can  be  conveyed  to  the  general  reader  without  the  aid  of  drawings 
representing  them  in  a  greatly  enlarged  scale.  I  may  however  re- 
mark, that  while  these  forms  are  very  numerous,  and  refer  them- 
selves to  many  distinct  epecies  of  minerals,  they  may  in  a  popular 
way  be  described  as  for  the  most  part  referrible  to  two  classes. 

One  of  these  is  an  oblong  cyhnder,  rounded  or  knobbed  at  the 
extremities,  and  containing  within  a  multitude  of  rings  arranged 
parallel  to  each  other,  from  end  to  end,  and  forming,  as  it  were,  the 
internal  skeleton  of  the  animal.  The  other  is  a  round  disc,  more 
or  less  convex,  and  sometimes  nearly  spherical,  often  perforated 
through  the  centre,  and  presenting  over  its  surface  an  exquisite  net 
work  of  inconceivably  minute  belts. 

Of  the  minuteness  of  these  objects,  some  idea  may  be  formed 
from  the  following  statements : 

The  cylindrical  bodies  of  the  medium  size  are  from  y^th  to 
T^th  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  from  -r/irv^'^  ^  tiVv^'^  ^^  width, 
but  many  fall  greatly  short  of  these  dimensions. 

The  rings,  which  are  found  separate  in  great  numbers,  are  usu- 
ally from  the  ttW^^  ^  ^^^  n^^^  <>f  ^^  ^^<^  ^  diameter. 

The  circular  discs  and  convex  bodies,  reticulated  with  cells,  vary 
from  T^th  to  nl^th  in  diameter.  In  each  of  these  are  hundreds,  and 
even  thousands  of  beautifully  wrought  cells.  The  predominance  of 
these  flattened  forms  appears  to  be  the  cause  of  the  laminated  tex- 
ture already  mentioned  as  exhibited  by  the  Infusorial  earth.  It  is 
obvious  from  these  facts,  that  the  number  of  such  fossils  comprised 
in  each  cubic  inch  of  the  material,  can  only  be  reckoned  in  millions 
or  hundreds  of  millions,  and  that  a  bushel  measure  would  contain 
a  number  of  these  skeletons  and  shells  of  former  races  of  animalcu- 
IsD,  far  exceeding  the  entire  population  of  the  globe.  Of  the  impor- 
tant geological  agencies  of  the  living  races  to  which  these  remains 
belonged,  we  need  no  more  striking  illustration  than  will  be  fur- 
nished in  the  following  sketch  of  the  extent  and  relations  of  the  In- 
fusorial stratum.  And  I  may  add  that  while,  as  formerly  remarked, 
this  stratum  at  Riehmond  and  on  the  Rappahannock,  furnishes  the 
only  instance  in  which  these  remains  have  been  found  in  the  United 
States,  forming  portions  of  any  formations  but  those  of  the  present 
epoch,  its  thickness  and  the  extent  over  which  it  is  spread  out,  en- 
title it  to  rank  with  the  most  interesting  beds  of  siliceous  Infusorial 
remains  yet  discovered  in  Europe, 

%e  valley  of  Shockoe  creek,  lying  between  Shockoe  bill  and 
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Ohnroh  hill,  affords  nnmeroas  favourable  opportanities  of  observing 
the  position  of  the  Infusorial  bed,  and  the  strata  with  which  it  is 
associated  by  explorations  along  the  sides  of  the  bounding  hills 
and  the  deep  ravines  bj  which,  in  many  places,  they  are  abruptly 
trenched. 

The  middle  of  this  valley  is  occupied  by  coarse  gravel,  rarely 
discovering  any  materials  m  ntu.  Beside  the  stream,  a  little  to  the 
left  of  the  crossing  of  Shockoe  hill  Main  street,  as  continued  over 
towards  Church  hill,  a  patch  of  primary  is  displayed,  consisting  of 
Gneiss  containing  9ome  Hornblende,  and  intersected  by  several 
veins  of  Felspar. 

At  the  base  of  Shockoe  hill,  a  short  distance  up  the  principal 
ravines,  the  felspathic  sandstones  and  conglomerates  may  be  seen, 
forming  the  channels  of  the  little  rivulets  flowing  in  these  hollows, 
and  rising,  when  best  exposed,  to  a  height  of  about  five  feet  above 
the  bottom  of  the  ravine.  Of  course,  near  the  outlet  of  the  hol- 
low, the  heavy  diluvium  from  the  upper  part  of  the  hill  conceals  or 
replaces  every  thing  else,  and  neither  the  felspathic  sandstone  nor 
overlying  beds,  can  be  seen,  until  we  enter  some  depth  into  the 
ravine.  We  may  thence  trace  it  upwards,  until,  in  consequence  of 
the  slope  of  the  surface,  we  reach  a  higher  level  than  the  upper 
limit  of  this  rock,  when  it  disappears  from  view.  This  stratum  con* 
sists  of  the  felspathic  sand  in  irregalar  layers,  loosely  cementing 
pebbles  of  various  dimensions  from  1  to  4  or  5  inches,  some  of 
which  belong  to  formation  I.  An  analogous  material  is  still  more 
extensively  exposed  in  the  mill  race  at  the  mill,  higher  up  the 
creek,  and  composes  the  low  knoll  on  which  the  mill  is  placed. 
Here  we  find  the  felspathic  sandstone  in  general  much  stained 
with  ferruginous  matter,  overlaid  by  a  bed  of  very  coarse  con- 
glomerate of  an  ochreous  stain  and  unusual  hardness.  Similar 
sandtsones  and  conglomerates  are  displayed  at  various  points  along 
the  margin  of  the  stream,  for  a  thickness  of  several  feet  above 
its  surface. 

Resting  upon  this  sandstone  and  conglomerate,  we  meet  with 
beds  of  sand  and  sandy  clay  of  a  dark  greenish  and  lead  colour,  and 
of  a  Ugbt  grey,  mottied  with  yellow,  containing  Sharks'  teeth  and 
Eocene  Carditas,  Turritellas,  Crassatellas,  &c.,  in  the  form  of  casts, 
together  with  vague  vegetable  remains  in  a  carbonized  condition. 
The  contact  of  these  Eocene  strata  with  the  underlying  sandstone, 
is  well  displayed  at  the  following  points : 

1st  The  ravine  adjoining  Shockoe  hill  Main  street,  where  the 
culvert  opens. 

2d.  That  heading  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the.  Monumental 
church. 

3d.  That  between  Ool.  Ambler's  hill  and  French  Garden,  by  far 
the  most  prolonged  of  the  ravines  on  this  side  of  the  valley. 

4th.  That  next  above  French  Garden  and  between  it  and  the 
Poor  house.  Above  the  point  last  named,  the  sandstone  is  buried 
out  of  view,  and  the  lowest  stratum  seen  belongs  to  the  Eocene. 

Above  these  Eocene  beds  occurs  the  enormous  deposit  of  Micro- 
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scopio  remains,  which  I  have  called  the  Ii\fusorial  strtUum,  having 
the  bright  grey  or  nearly  white  tint,  and  the  astonishing  lightness 
before  described. 

This  stratum  shews  itself  at  nearly  the  same  level  on  the  hill 
sides,  and  in  the  ravines  on  both  sides  of  the  valley  of  Shockoe  creek, 
and  may  be  traced  on  the  Sliockoe  hill  side  of  the  valley,  without 
iotcrraption,  as  far  as  the  crossing  of  the  Hanover  road  towards 
the  head  of  the  valley  and  near  Tnmer^s  mill.  From  a  point  on 
the  slope  of  Chnrch  hUl,  a  little  beyond  Batchertown,  commanding 
a  view  of  the  hills  and  ravines  from  the  Poor  hoose  down,  it  is  easy 
to  trace  the  broad  belt  of  this  deposite  by  its  sarface  being  com- 
paratively deprived  of  herbage,  ana  presenting  a  white  and  barren 
aspect. 

The  thickness  of  the  stratum  varies  at  different  points  from  12 
to  25  feet,  the  most  striking  exposures  being  those  met  with  in  the 
ravine  behind  the  Monumental  church,  and  that  between  Ool.  Am- 
bler's and  French  Garden. 

The  same,  or  a  very  similar  order  is  observed,  in  the  exposures 
visible  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley  along  the  slope  of  Chnrch 
hiU.  At  the  bottom  of  the  ravines,  which  are  here  comparatively 
shallow,  we  see  the  upper  portions  of  the  Eocene,  and  over  this  the 
Infnsory  stratum,  shewing  itself  plainly  and  of  great  thickness,  at 
the  following  points : 

1st.  Just  back  of  Bntchertown,  on  the  two  roads  that  extend  up 
the  hill. 

2d.  At  the  foot  of  the  abrupt  bare  bank  which  has  been  cut  into 
north  of  the  Main  street,  on  Church  hill,  and  thence  south  nearly 
to  the  next  street. 

Indeed,  along  the  slope  of  Church  hill,  as  on  the  other  side  of 
the  valley,  this  stratum  may  be  found  in  all  the  ravines  and  cuttings 
at  the  proper  level. 

Above  the  Infusorial  stratum  are  lead-coloured  and  ochreous 
sands  and  clays,  sometimes  nearly  resembling  it  in  colour,  but  read- 
ily distinguished  by  their  greater  heaviness.  These,  which  belong 
to  the  Meiooene  division  of  the  Tertiary,  are  remarkable  for  con- 
taining, near  and  for  some  distance  above  the  Infcuiorial  stratum, 
numerous  vegetable  markings  of  a  vague  description,  as  well  as 
many  well  defined  impressions  of  leaves  and  stems ;  and  towards 
the  top,  impressions  of  Scallop  shells  (Pecten)  and  other  Meiocene 
fossils.  Among  the  numerous  points  at  which  these  strata  are  ex- 
posed, the  following  may  be  mentioned  as  interesting  and  easy  of 
access : 

1st.  On  Governor  street,  as  you  descend  Main  street,  where  the 
impressions  of  shells  are  very  numerous. 

2d.  The  steep  bank  opposite  the  Synagogue.  Here  the  clays 
near  the  base,  abound  in  vegetable  impressions,  among  which  are 
admirably  defined  leaves.  Towards  the  top,  the  more  sandy  ma- 
terial contains  impressions  of  Pectens. 

3d.  On  Church  hill,  back  of  Mr,  Van-Lew's  garden,  and  the  bare 
bank  exposed  along  the  valley  side  of  the  hill  behind  Mr,  Oreaner^a 
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dwelliDg.    The  base  of  this  bank  is  on  a  level  with  the  top  of  the 
Infusorial  bed. 

The  minute  details  which  have  now  been  presented  in  relation 
to  the  Infusorial  bed  and  its  associates,  though  unimportant  to  the 
general  reader,  are  here  given,  that  those  residing  near  may  be  en- 
abled to  gratify  their  curiosity  by  observing  for  themselves  the  ex- 
tent and  relations  of  this  curious  deposit.  I  will  now  conclude  the 
subject  with  the  following: 

nonoH  or  thic  strata  disclosed  nr  the  phinoipal  bayinb  oh  tiie  west 

SIDE  or  THE  ▼AI.LET   OF   8BOOKOB  CBESE. 

1st.  Felspathic  sandstone,  upper  secondary, 4  feet. 

2d.  Dark  olive  and  bluish  stratum,  tenaceous  while 
moist,  but  becoming  mealy  and  of  a  greyish  tint  when  dry, 
and  in  that  condition  shewing  an  efflorescence  of  gypsum 
upon  the  surface.    Impressions  of  Cardita,  Ac. — Eocene,  .      4    " 

8d.  Lighter  coloured  bed,  with  yellowish  blotches,  and 
streaks  very  friable  even  when  moist,  being  more  sandy 
than  the  preceding.    A  few  impressions. — ^Eocene, 8    " 

4th.  Brownish  black,  containing  a  few  prints  of  fossils 
and  a  large  amount  of  carbonized  vegetable  matter,  to 
which  the  colour  of  the  stratum  is  owing, 5    " 

6th.  Lead  coloured  heavy  clay,  with  a  greenish  tinge,..      8    *^ 

6th.  Infusorial  Steatum. 20    " 

7th.  Greenish  brown  and  lead  coloured  clays,  with  ve- 
getable impressions. — Meiooene, 6    " 

8th.  More  sandy  stratum  of  mottled  grey  and  yellowish 
brown,  vegetable  impressions  and  prints  of  Pectens. — 
Meiooene, , 14    " 

Above  the  last  named  bed  are  others  belonging  also  to  the  Meio- 
oene, but  they  are  too  imperfectly  exposed  for  accurate  obser- 
vation. On  top  of  these,  and  forming  the  highest  of  the  deposits 
in  this  vicinity,  are  the  beds  of  diluvium,  composed  of  sand  and 
gravel. 

CnAFTER  IV. 

NOBTffEBy   DISTRICT  BETWEEN  THE  BLUE  RIDOE  AXD   UEAD  OF 

TIDE. 

Section  I. 

Plan  of  Exploration — General  Geology, 

A  general  examination  having  been  made  of  a  large  portion  of 
this  region  in  former  seasons,  as  indicated  in  my  last  and  some  of 
the  preceding  reports,  onr  operations  were  directed  almost  exclu- 
sively to  the  investigation  of  detailed  sections,  and  to  the  minute 
tracing  of  the  several  formations  and  more  important  bands  of 
rock  met  with  in  the  district,  with  a  view  to  their  delineation  on 
the  map,  associating  with  these  labours  the  oareful  exploration  of 
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all  locaHties  where  materials  of  economioal  or  of  cnrioas  interest 
might  he  found,  as  well  as  the  collection  of  ample  suites  of  speci- 
mens for  geological  iUustration  and  chemical  analysis.  In  the  exe- 
cution of  these  objects,  our  progress,  thouffh  in  some  degree  arrest- 
ed by  the  lamented  event  referred  to  in  the  beginning  of  this  re- 
port)  has  been  sufficiently  great  to  enable  me  in  conformity  with 
the  plan  adopted  last  year,  to  present  a  systematic,  though  brief  ac- 
count of  the  more  interesting  features  of  the  district  In  doing 
this,  however,  I  wish  it  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  in  many  parts  of 
the  district  our  researches  are  far  from  having  been  completed ;  and 
that  consequently,  in  the  descriptive  sketch  now  about  to  be  pre- 
sented, important  areas  as  well  as  interesting  individual  localities, 
will  require  to  be  omitted,  while  at  the  same  time  the  illustrations, 
so  far  as  attempted,  will  aim  at  as  much  accuracy  as  can  be  at- 
tained in  the  compendious  form  to  which  they  are  limited,  and 
without  the  accompaniments  of  a  map  and  sections. 

Entering  upon  our  researches  with  a  view  to  minute  detail,  the 
following  principal  sections  were  proposed  for  examination  at  the 
opening  of  the  season,  being  designed  as  the  frame  work  for  inter- 
vening observations : 

1st.  Along  James  river  from  Columbia  to  Biehmondy  connect- 
ing at  the  former  point  with  a  section  conatructed  the  preceding 
year,  thence  to  the  Blue  Ridge. 

2d.  From  Swift  Run  €fap  by  Stanardsville,  Barhourstille  and 
Louisa  courthouse  to  Hanover  courthouse, 

8d.  From  l^hornton's  Qap  by  Fair/ax,  (Onlpeper  courthouse,) 
Stevenshurg^  G&rmanna  Ford  to  Fredericksburg. 

4th.  From  Ashby^s  Gap  by  Paris,  Aldie^  Fairfax  courthouse  to 
AUzandria. 

5  th.  From  Chester  Gap  through  Warren  ton  to  Dumfries. 

6th.  Along  or  near  the  Potomac  river  from  Harper*s  Ferry  to 
Georgetown. 

Of  these  principal  sections,  two  have  been  entirely,  and  one 
nearly  completed,  and  each  of  the  others  more  or  less  advanced,  at 
the  same  time  that  numerous  shorter  intervening  sections  have 
been  explored  either  partially  or  to  completion,  and  a  satisfactory 
progress  made  in  the  longitudinal  tracing  of  the  more  important 
belts  of  rock. 

In  these  investigations,  as  usual,  particular  attention  has  been 
directed  to  such  deposites  as  are  or  promise  to  be  of  economioal 
value,  and  in  this  view,  the  various  patches  or  interrupted  ranges  of 
limestone,  as  well  as  the  iron  ores,  slates  and  building  rocks  gener- 
ally met  with  in  the  tracts  observed,  have  been  carefully  examined. 

After  what  has  already  been  stated,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
repeat,  that  although  in  portions  of  the  district  under  consideration 
oar  enquiries  have  been  quite  as  extensive  and  minute  as  could  be 
desired,  much  additional  observation  is  demanded  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  sections  yet  in  an  unfinished  state,  as  well  as  for  bring- 
ing to  a  close  the  various  local  researches  thus  far  omitted,  or  but 
in  part  accomplished.    These  will,  it  is  hoped,  form  a  portion  of 
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the  duties  of  the  ooming  season,  when  as  I  have  previoasly  stated, 
it  may  he  confidentlj  expected  that  our  field  labonrs  in  this  as  in 
otlier  parts  of  the  state  will  be  brought  to  a  satisfactory  conclu- 
sion. 

The  general  geological  features  of  the  region  now  in  view  are 
closely  correspondent,  to  those  of  the  district  south  of  the  Jaraes 
river,  of  part  of  which  a  somewhat  detailed  aoconnt  was  presented 
in  the  report  of  last  year,  and  I  may,  therefore,  refer  to  the  descrip- 
tions then  given  in  connection  with  the  glossary  to  be  appended  to 
the  present  report,  for  a  full  explanation  of  the  composition  and 
more  striking  characters  of  the  rocks  and  minerals  of  which  I  am 
about  to  present  a  few  brief  details. 

Throughout  the  greater  part  of  this  region,  the  rocks  are  of  Pm- 
MART  and  Mbtamobphio  characters,  consisting  cbiefiy  of  Gneiss, 
Mica  slate,  Talcose  slate,  Epidotio  rock,  Hornblende  slate.  Argilla- 
ceous slate,  Qnartz  rock.  Quartz  slate  or  Qnartzite,  and  Psendo 
Gneiss  or  Gneissoid  sandstone,  with  occasional  beds  of  Granite  and 
Sienite.  With  these  are  associated  numerous  beds  and  dykes  of 
Trap,  and  over  a  large  space  towards  the  centre  of  the  district,  are 
spreaad  out  the  nearly  horizontal  strata  of  sandstones,  shales  and 
conglomerates,  corresponding  to  the  belt*  referred  to  in  my  last 
year's  report  under  the  name  of  the  Middle  Sboondaby  FoBMAXioy. 
Towards  the  eastern  margin  of  the  region  occur  the  f elspathic  sand- 
stones and  associated  beds  of  the  upper  secondary  strata,  and  the 
interesting  formations  of  the  Deep  Run  and  Tuckidlioe  coal  basins, 
of  the  former  of  which  some  account  has  already  been  given  in  the 
present  report. 

In  the  following  brief  illustrations  of  the  geology  of  this  region, 
I  shall  treat, 

IHrst^  of  the  primary  and  metamorphic  rocks,  including  the 
beds  of  limestone  associated  with  them  at  various  points;  and, 
9eoondly^  of  the  middle  secondary  tract. 

Sbotiok  II. 

0/  the  Primary  and  Metamorphic  EocJc%^  including  the  Bedi  of 
Limestone  associated  with  them  at  Various  Points, 

Referring,  as  already  mentioned,  to  my  last  year's  report,  and 
the  glossary  appended  to  the  present,  for  an  account  of  the  compo- 
sition of  the  several  classes  of  rocks  of  which  I  am  about  to  speak, 
I  propose  treating  of  them  in  the  order  of  their  relative  extent,  and 
will  therefore  begin  with 

Gneiss. — ^Rocks  of  this  description  occupy  a  large  portion  of  the 
district.  Besides  being  met  with  in  intermediate  lines,  they  are 
largely  developed  in  two  extensive  tracts,  one  of  which  stretches  in 
the  form  of  a  belt  from  the  eastern  flank  of  the  Blue  Ridge  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Southwest  mountain  in  Albemarle  county, 
gradually  contracting  in  width  in  its  prolongation  towards  the  north- 
east, and  finally  near  the  Potomac,  compressed  between  the  eastern 
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flank  of  Short  hill  and  a  line  Bome  distance  west  of  the  Kittoctin 
mountain,  the  other  forming  an  irregolar  triangnlar  area,  having  its 
apex  a  little  west  of  Frederichiburg^  its  eastern  side  in  a  nearly 
meridianal  direction,  coinciding  with  the  eastern  limit  of  the  pri- 
mar  J  rocks  along  the  head  of  tide,  and  its  western  side  parallel  to 
the  general  coarse  of  the  Southwest  mountain,  and  terminating  a 
few  miles  west  of  Columbia. 

The  Gneiss  of  the  westernmost  of  these  tracts  is  in  general  of  a 
darker  colour  and  coarser  texture  than  that  of  the  other,  especially 
towards  the  eastern  margin  of  the  latter.  It  also  presents  much 
greater  variety  in  its  composition.  In  most  localities,  with  com- 
paratively little  Mica,  it  contains  more  or  less  Talc^  occasionally 
Chlorite,  and  in  a  great  numher  of  cases,  Homhlende  and  iron 
Pyrites,  the  latter  aiding  its  disintegration,  and  along  with  the  Horn- 
hlende,  imparting  more  or  less  of  a  reddish  tint  to  the  soil  into  which 
it  is  resolved.  Near  the  eastern  hase  of  the  Blue  Kidge,  as  for  ex- 
ample in  approaching  Swift  run,  Thornton's  or  Ashhy's  gaps,  a  va- 
riety is  met  with,  sometimes  extensively  exposed,  containing  a  hlu- 
ish  somewhat  milky  Quartz,  and  in  the  same  tract,  belts  or  ranges 
of  Granite  or  Granitic  Gneiss  occur,  into  which  the  adjoining  rocks 
seem  insensibly  to  graduate.  In  this  belt  also  occur  bands  of  Mi- 
caceous and  Talcose  slates,  sometimes  of  such  breadth  as  greatly  to 
encroach  upon  the  area  of  the  Gneiss,  but  in  general  occupying  only 
a  small  part  of  its  entire  width. 

These,  as  might  be  expected,  are  not  very  distinctly  defined,  but 
pass  into  the  Gneiss  by  imperceptible  degrees.  W  ith  a  very  few 
local  exceptions,  the  Gneiss  and  associated  slates  of  the  belt  in  ques- 
tion have  a  strike  nearly  to  NK.  and  a  steep  dip  towsj^ds  S£. 

The  Gneiss  rocks  of  the  eastern  tract  likewise  display  several 
varieties.  Along  the  eastern  margin,  and  for  some  miles  westward, 
the  variety  chiefly  met  with  is  a  grey  rock,  consisting  of  Quartz, 
Felspar,  and  black  Mica,  with  occasional  spangles  of  white  Mica, 
and  scattered  grains  of  Hornblende.  It  is  of  an  even  texture,  read- 
ily separating  in  large  slabs  and  blocks,  suited  for  columns  and 
other  purposes.  Being  easily  wrought  to  a  smooth  sui*face,  and  to 
any  re<}uired  shape,  and  possessing,  when  properly  selected,  as  great 
durabihty  and  strength  as  is  necessary,  it  is  deservedly  looked  upon 
as  a  material  of  great  value  in  architecture.  Of  this  variety,  innu- 
merable exposures  are  presented  on  both  sides  of  the  James  river 
in  and  above  Eichtiwndy  and  on  the  Appomattox  in  and  above 
Fetenburg,  and  a  similar  rock,  though  in  much  less  extent,  is  seen 
on  the  Rappahannock  above  Frederichsburg, 

Along  the  James  river  canal  above  Eickmondy  it  is  displayed  al- 
most without  interruption  for  a  distance  of  many  miles,  presenting 
various  modifications  of  texture  and  composition,  but  in  the  main 
preserving  the  general  characters  above  described.  Though  subdi- 
vided by  joints  cleaving  the  strata  to  great  depths  in  planes  of  great 
steepness,  and  of  which  the  principtd  one  dips  towards  the  south- 
east, the  bedding  or  stratification  of  the  rock  is  not  in  general 
steeply  inclined,  but  undulating  and  with  a  prevailing  dip  towards 
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the  same  point.  A  similar  remark  is  applicable  to  the  Gneiss  on 
and  near  the  Appomattox  in  the  yioinity  of  Petersburg,  as  may 
readily  be  verified  by  reference  to  the  exposures  near  the  mills 
within  the  town,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  riyer,  as  well  as 
the  qaarries  near  and  above  Battersea. 

An  intimate  blending  of  the  Qnartz  and  Felspar,  and  a  large  pre- 
dominance of  the  former,  are  important  characteristics  of  the  most 
valuable  beds  of  this  rock,  and  should  be  borne  in  mind  where  a 
selection  is  to  be  made  for  architectural  purposes.  In  some  of  the 
layers,  the  Felspar  is  met  with  in  great  excess,  imparting  to  the 
stone  a  tendency  to  crumble  by  exposure,  in  consequence  of  the 
conversion  of  this  ingredient  into  a  white  powder,  (Porcelain  earth,) 
and  the  loosening  of  the  grains  of  Quartz.  To  distingnish  between 
the  Felspar  and  Quartz,  it  will  be  recollected  that  while  the  fornjer 
is  of  a  dull  white  or  pinkish  hue,  and  opaque,  the  latter  is  trans- 
parent; and  that  while  the  former,  after  some  exposure,  preseuts 
more  or  less  of  a  mealy  surface,  the  latter  retains  its  clearness  and 
lustre  unchanged. 

At  various  localities  both  on  the  James  and  Appomattox  rivers, 
extensive  beds  of  this  Gneiss  occar,  of  so  fine  and  even  a  grain,  as  to 
admit  of  delicate  sculpture,  and  of  being  wrought  down  to  a  smooth 
and  almost  polished  surface.  The  pleasing  light  grey  tint,  and 
the  undoubted  strength  and  durability  of  this  variety,  give  it  a  very 
high  value  as  applied  to  the  construction  of  steps,  sills,  monuments, 
and  ornamental  as  well  as  substantial  masonry  in  generfd.  I  need 
scarcely  add,  that  the  exposures  above  referred  to,  present  numer- 
ous very  favourable  positions  for  quarrying  and  for  transporting  tlie 
stone  to  the  neighbouring  cities,  or  to  the  seaboard,  and  that  con- 
sidering its  beauty,  durability,  facility  of  being  wrought,  and  con- 
venience of  position,  it  cannot  fail  to  become  an  important  item  in 
tiie  resources  of  the  particular  neighbourhoods  in  which  it  is  found 
thus  favourably  situated. 

Besides  the  occasional  beds  of  coarser  Gneiss,  containing  much 
pinkish  Felspar  in  large  crystals,  and  presenting,  though  stratified, 
the  composition  of  a  Syenite  or  Syenitic  Gneiss,  we  find  at  nearly 
every  quarry  veins  of  Felspar  traversing  the  beds  in  various  direc- 
tions, and  not  unfrequently  subdividing  and  mutually  intersecting. 
These  are  usually  of  small  dimensions,  rarely  exceeding  two  or  three 
inches  across.  But  besides  these,  we  observe  at  many  exposures, 
veins  and  dykes  of  Granite  and  Syenite  penetrating  the  Gneiss,  and 
in  some  instances  in  such  extent  as  to  present  large  protruding 
masses,  or  broad  surfaces  of  the  granitic  and  syenitic  rocks  above, 
as  may  be  well  seen  at  several  points  along  the  James  river  canal, 
and  perhaps  still  more  readily  at  the  rugged  exposures  adjoining  the 
mills  on  both  sides  of  the  Appomattox  at  Petersbttrg,  In  the  latter 
locality,  the  bedding  of  the  Gneiss  is  auite  distinct,  the  dip  varying 
from  north  a  little  to  the  east  and  to  the  west,  the  ^ngle  in  gener«u 
about  fifteen  degrees.  Here  the  veins  of  Qranite  and  Syenite  pene- 
trating the  mass  in  various  directions,  and  often  intersecting  one 
another,  by  causing  the  very  unequal  weathering  of  the  rock,  have 
20 
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given  rise  to  its  pecnliar  raggedness  of  form.  In  this  and  the  other 
localities,  the  granitic  veins  are  at  once  detected  hy  the  large  scales 
of  silvery  Mica,  adhering  to  the  surface,  or  embedded  in  the  mass, 
and  those  of  Syenite  by  the  almost  total  absence  of  the  black  Mica 
nsual  in  the  Gneiss,  and  the  large  predominance  of  the  Felspar  over 
the  remaining  ingredient,  the  Qaartz. 

The  rocks  above  referred  to,  forming  the  margin  of  the  pri- 
mary on  the  east,  after  extending  over  a  breadth  of  some  miles,  are 
seen  to  give  place  to  other  modifications  of  Gneiss.  These  differ 
from  the  preceding,  in  having  generally  a  more  slaty  structure,  and 
being  mnch  less  nniform  in  aspect  and  composition.  As  a  group 
they  are  also  more  felspathic,  contain  mnch  more  Hornblende,  are 
less  capable  of  resisting  atmospheric  agencies,  and  are  consequent- 
ly found  in  a  decomposed  state,  to  a  greater  depth  beneath  the  sur- 
face. Belts  of  Hornblende  slate  occur,  associated  with  them,  and 
in  many  belts  the  Gneiss  itself  is  so  largely  imbued  with  Horn- 
blende, that  it  forms  the  characteristic  mineral  of  the  rock. 
These  Hornblende  slates  and  Homblendic  Gneiss  rocks,  being  less 
easily  decomposed  than  the  felspathic  rocks  with  which  they  are  as- 
sociated, are  freonently  met  with  in  the  ravines,  while  the  latter, 
though  extensively  indicated  by  the  deep  beds  of  white  and  ochre- 
ous  felspathic  clay,  still  retaining  some  traces  of  the  previous  rocky 
structure,  are  but  rarely  seen  upon  the  surface.  Beds  and  veins  of 
Quartz  are  of  not  unfrequent  occurrence  amongst  these  rocks,  and 
beds  of  a  coarse  descnption  of  iron  ore  have  been  found  in  them  at 
a  few  localities. 

The  dip  of  these  rocks,  although  for  the  greater  part  of  their 
extent  towards  the  SE,,  presents  in  some  sections  repeated  alterna- 
tions between  that  and  a  northwest  direction,  the  angle  in  general 
being  high. 

At  numerous  places  in  the  belts  occupied  by  the  highly  fel- 
spathic Gneiss,  the  extensive  decomposition  they  have  suffered  has 
given  origin  to  beds  of  felspatliic  clay  of  great  whiteness,  including 
the  unchanged  particles  of  Quartz  and  leaves  of  Mica,  originally 
nnited  in  the  rock.  This  material  is  often  of  such  purity  as  with 
proper  preliminary  treatment  to  form  a  valuable  porcelain  earth ; 
and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  when  the  manufacture  of  the  finer 
varieties  of  pottery  becomes  established  in  Vir^nia^  the  tracts  in 
question  will  be  capable  of  furnishing  abundant  supplies  of  this 
material  of  a  quality  adapted  to  be  thus  used. 

Mic<iceou8,  Talcose  and  Argillaceous  Slates, 

Westward  of  the  triangular  district  of  Gneiss  rocks  just  alluded 
to  we  find  a  broad  belt  of  more  slaty  rocks,  which,  according  to  the 
peculiar  ingredient  predominant  for  the  time,  are  either  of  the  Mi- 
caceous, Talcose  or  Argillaceous  character. 

This  belt  reaches  nearly  to  the  eastern  flank  of  the  Southwest 
mountain,  in  Fluvanna^  Albemarle  and  Orange  counties ;  and  far- 
ther north,  though  in  part  covered  by  the  middle  secondary  rocks, 
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there  widely  expanded  over  the  correspoDding  refi^oii,  is  still  trace- 
able in  considerable  width  east  of  that  formation,  through  Fauquier, 
Prince  William  and  Faijfax  counties,  as  well  as  in  narrow  aud 
intermpted  tracts  along  the  eastern  base  of  the  fiuU  Run  and  Kit- 
tootin  mountains. 

As  a  general  character  these  slaty  strata,  where  adjoining  the 
Gneiss  tract,  are  more  micaceous  than  farther  went.  Indeed  the 
Mica  slate  is  here  seen  alternating  with  the  Gneiss  over  a  consider- 
able width :  nor  indeed  are  the  more  central  or  even  western  por- 
tions of  the  tract  exempt  from  occasional  and  sometimes  extensive 
ranges  of  certain  varieties  of  Gneiss. 

Referring,  however,  merely  to  general  features,  the  micaceous 
composition,  thus  most  strikingly  exhibited  towards  the  eastern 
margin  of  the  slaty  belt,  is  seen  changing  as  we  proceed  west  into 
one  in  which  Talc  is  more  or  less  blended  with  the  Mica,  and  even 
in  some  cases  entirely  replaces  it. 

These  Talco-mioaoeous  slates  and  Talcose  slates,  extensively  de- 
Tcloped  in  the  western  half  of  the  slaty  tract,  include  in  some 
places  beds  of  Chloritic  slate,  of  Steatitio  slate  or  impure  Soapstone 
and  of  Serpentine.  But  these  associated  rocks  are  rarely  developed 
with  great  distinctness,  and  are  only  found  over  areas  of  small  ex- 
tent. For  the  most  part  they  present  themselves  near  the  centre  of 
the  belt  It  is  in  this  position  also  that  occurs  the  irregular  and 
interrupted  range  of  Chloritic  Gneiss  and  Micaceous  slate,  with 
Chlorite,  noticed  in  my  last  year's  report,  as  disclosed  in  Bucking- 
ham  county,  and  which  displays  itself  in  the  Green  Spring  tract  in 
Lauiea.  It  is  here,  as  in  Buckingham^  associated  with  Hornblen- 
die  Gneiss,  and  presents  some  beds  of  a  species  of  Sienite,  contain- 
ing beautiful  crystals  of  Epidote  embedded  in  pinkish  Felspar. 

Towards  the  western  margin  of  the  belt,  near  the  base  of  the 
Southwest  mountain,  as  well  as  at  several  points  where  the  slaty 
rock  are  left  uncovered  by  the  middle  secondary  in  a  similar  posi- 
tion as  regards  the  Bull  Run  and  Kittoctin  mountains,  a  larger  ad- 
mixture of  argillaceous  matter  to  a  great  extent  takes  the  place  of 
the  Mica  and  Talc,  thus  presenting  us  with  Argillaceous  slates,  still, 
however,  retaining  in  some  degree  their  Micaceous  and  Talcose 
character. 

These  again  include  strata  of  a  more  arenaceous  composition, 
composing  gritty  slates,  sometimes  approaching  the  character  of  a 
sandstone  or  conglomerate,  and  analogous  to  those  described  in  my 
last  year's  report  under  the  name  of  Gneissoid  sandstone  or  Pseudo 
Gneiss ;  and  again,  by  a  still  more  exclusively  siliceous  composi- 
tion, and  a  finer  and  more  nearly  crystalline  texture,  the  same  slaty 
rocks  pass  into  Quartzite  or  Quartz  slate. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  belt  of  slaty  rocks,  veins  and  beds 
of  Quartz  are  of  very  common  occurrence,  and  in  the  Talcose  and 
Micaceous  slates  especially,  are  frequently  more  or  less  auriferous. 
In  fact  this  belt  includes  nearly  every  locality  in  the  northern  pri- 
mary district  in  which  mines  have  been  opened  for  extracting  gold, 
or  in  which  the  metal  has  been  found ;  and  it  may  be  added,  that 
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its  prolongation  south  of  James  river  embraces  the  gold  district  of 
that  part  of  the  state. 

Associated  with  these  slates,  and  near  their  western  margin, 
there  occur  patches  or  ledges  of  limestone  similar  to  those  described 
as  existing  under  analogous  circnmstances  in  the  soathem  district. 
To  these  more  particular  reference  will  be  made  under  a  snbseqnent 
head. 

But  besides  the  great  belt  of  slaty  rocks  above  described,  there 
is  another  of  somewhat  similar  character,  though  less  distinctly 
marked  and  of  much  less  breadth,  situated  westward  of  the  range  of 
the  Southwest,  Bull  Run  and  Kittoctin  mountains,  and  lying  between 
it  and  the  belt  of  Gneiss  and  granitic  rock  previously  described  as 
occupying  for  a  considerable  width  the  region  immediately  east  of 
the  Blue  Ridge.  In  this  are  embraced  numerous  varieties  of  Mica- 
ceous, Talcose,  Argillaceous,  Ohloritic  and  Steatitic  slates,  including 
occasional  patches  of  limestone,  and  associated  at  several  places 
with  extensive  ledges  of  the  Gneissoid  sandstone. 

Among  the  slaty  rocks  of  both  these  belts,  many  beds  occur  of 
a  quality  fitted  for  the  coarser  architectural  purposes,  such  as  the 
construction  of  walls,  steps  and  flagging.  For  these  uses  the  mi- 
caceous gritty  slates,  of  frequent  occurrence  near  the  western  limits 
of  the  eastern  belt,  seem  especially  adapted,  as  well  from  l^eir  dura- 
bility as  the  smooth  slab-lik^  forms  in  which  they  are  separated 
from  the  quarry.  The  Talcose  and  Steatitic  varieties  found  in  the 
same  belt  rather  east  of  the  former,  where  sufficiently  solid,  are  also 
permanent,  and  have  the  advantage  of  being  readily  dressed  across 
the  grain.  All  these  are  occasionally,  though  not  extensively,  used 
in  building. 

Among  the  argillaceous  rocks  of  both  belts  are  found  ledges  of  a 
dark  coloured  slate,  having  a  texture  adapting  it  to  be  used  for  roof- 
ing. As  yet  few  quarries  have  been  opened  for  this  purpose,  and 
the  true  value  of  the  material,  at  most  of  the  localities  where  seen, 
remains  to  be  practically  tested.  One  of  the  most  interesting  open- 
ings of  the  kind,  is  that  situated  about  one  mile  south  of  the  White 
Sulphur  springs  in  Fauquier  county,  on  the  north  branch  of  the 
Rappahannock  river.  Tlie  rock  here  is  a  dark  argillaceous  slate, 
forming  a  ridge  close  to  the  river,  and  about  fifty  feet  in  height. 
Its  lamination  is  nearly  horizontal,  though  rather  irregular,  dipping 
sometimes  south  by  west,  and  sometimes  south  by  east.  Many  of 
the  seams  and  joints  are  stained  of  a  yellowish  brown  by  the  iron 
deposited  from  the  decomposing  iron  pyrites,  of  which  small  crystals 
are  seen  dispersed  through  the  rock.  It  is  this  ingredient  also  that 
produces  the  little  knots  or  tubercles  frequently  seen  on  the  surface 
of  the  laminsa ;  and  thus  aided  by  some  slight  irregularities  of  lami- 
nation, causes  the  rock  to  split,  with  surfaces  a  little  rough  and  un- 
even. This  range  of  slate  extends  in  a  northeastwardly  directicm 
for  about  two  miles,  and  has  been  quarried  at  several  places  east  of 
the  road  leading  from  the  springs  to  Warrenton,  A  similar  slate 
also  appears  to  the  west  of  the  road  and  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
springe. 
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In  general,  the  soil  of  these  belts  of  slate  is  of  a  grey  or  light 
brown  colour,  contrasting  strongly  with  the  deep  red  hne  of  that 

firoduced  by  the  decomposition  of  the  neighbonring  Epidotio  rocks, 
n  its  unimproved  state  it  is  far  from  being  productive,  but  experi- 
ence has  shewn  that  it  is  capable  of  being  greatly  benefitted  by  the 
use  of  lime,  of  which  many  tracts  are  provided  with  a  convenient 
supply  in  the  contiguous  patches  of  limestone. 

Epidotie  Rock9. — Rocks  of  the  kind  here  designated,  occupy  the 
hilly  tract  intervening  between  the  two  belts  of  slaty  strata  above 
described.  They  compose  the  chief  mass  of  the  Southwest  moun- 
tain in  Albemarle  and  Orange  counties,  disappearing  in  part  be- 
neath the  middle  secondary  rocks  in  the  space  between  Racoon  ford 
and  the  month  of  Robertson  river,  and  in  part  prolonged  across 
the  Rapid  Anne  river  at  Barnett's  ford,  they  skirt  the  middle  sec- 
ondary on  the  west,  and  as  they  are  continued  in  the  same  general 
direction  shew  themselves  extensively  along  the  western  side  of 
the  Bull  Run  mountain,  forming  most  of  Rappahannock  and  Car- 
ter's mountain,  as  well  as  of  the  Kittoctin  mountain,  throughout  its 
whole  extent 

Besides  forming  the  characteristic  material  of  the  important  belt 
above  described,  and  of  its  continuation  for  some  distance  towards 
the  southwest,  these  rocks  also  occupy  a  wide  tract  in  many  parts 
of  the  Blue  Ridge,  presenting  themselves  for  the  moat  part  in  the 
intermediate  space  between  the  Gneissoid  and  Granitic  rocks  usu- 
ally met  with  towards  the  eastern  base  of  the  mountain,  and  the 
sandstones  and  altered  rocks  of  formation  I.  lying  upon  its  western 
flank,  or  spreading  upwards  to  form  its  summit. 

The  rooks  under  consideration  are  distinguished  by  various 
shades  of  green,  arising  from  the  contained  Epidote,  which  in  many 
instances  composes  a  large  portion  of  the  mass,  and  occasionally 
presents  itself  in  the  shape  of  distinct  crystals  grouped  together  in 
nests,  or  forming  the  margin  of  the  small  veins  of  opaque  white 
Quartz  with  which  the  rock  is  always  more  or  less  penetrated. 
They  are  also  remarkable  for  their  hardness  and  density,  but  readily 
lose  these  characters  as  well  as  their  colour,  by  exposure  to  the 
weather,  becoming  in  this  case  loose  and  crumbly  and  assuming  a 
yellowish  tint,  which  in  time  deepens  through  various  shades  of 
orange  into  red. 

In  these  highly  Epidotie  rocks,  the  traces  of  stratification  are 
doubtful  and  indistinct,  although  where  observed  they  are  seemingly 
correspondent  with  the  bedding  of  the  contiguous  slaty  rocks.  Both 
in  the  Blue  Ridge  and  in  the  Southwest  mountain  and  its  prolonga- 
tion, the  variety  here  spoken  of  has  the  character  of  an  intrusive 
rock,  elevated  by  igneous  action  into  and  among  the  adjoining  strata. 
It  is  often  Amygdaloid al,  containing  kernels  of  white  Quartz  and 
other  minerals,  sometimes  it  is  vesicular  or  filled  with  small  cavi- 
ties, sometimes,  again,  it  is  penetrated  bj  thin  seams  of  imperfect 
Asbestos,  while,  as  already  remarked,  it  is  very  commonly  trav- 
ersed by  ramifying  veins  of  opaque  white  Quartz.  All  these  char- 
acters bespeak  an  igneous  origin  and  ally  it  to  intrusive  rocks. 
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As  examples  of  the  many  beautiful  varieties  of  this  rock  and 
those  contiguous  to  it,  met  with  at  various  places  in  the  two  belts 
just  described,  I  may  mention  that  between  Mountain  run  and  Rac- 
oon ford  in  Orange  county,  where  the  Epidotic  rocks  are  widely 
displayed.  Near  the  southeastern  boundary  of  the  middle  second- 
ary, they  present  the  following  varieties  besides  the  ordinary  com- 
pact green  mass : 

1st.  Epidotic  Amygdaloid. 

2d.  Amygdaloid  with  drusy  Quartz. 

8d.  With  Olialcedony  and  crystallized  Quartz. 

4th.  Quartz  with  red  and'  white  Chalcedony. 

5th.  Quartz  with  yellow  jasper  Amygdaloid. 

6th.  Brown  Semi-Opal. 

In  the  Blue  Ridge,  at  Ashby's  gap,  where  the  Epidotic  rocks  oc- 
cupy nearly  the  whole  width  of  the  mountain,  the  following  varie- 
ties are  seen : 

1st.  Light  green  Epidotic  rock  compact  and  fine  granular ;  some 
surfaces  with  small  brilliant  crystals  of  Epidote. 

2d.  Light  green  Epidote  wuth  nodules  or  kernels  of  opaque  white 
Quartz  embedded  iu  the  mass. 

8d.  Epidotic  rock,  Amygdaloidal ;  numerous  very  small  reddish 
kernels,  flattened  and  closely  contiguous,  contained  in  a  base  of 
reddish  and  greenish  Epidote. 

4th.  Green  slaty  Amygdaloid,  consisting  of  numerous  small  nod- 
ules of  Epidote  disseminated  through  indurated  Ghloritic  rock. 

These  and  other  interesting  varieties  are  found  associated  with 
the  Epidotic  rocks,  at  Thornton's,  Swift  Run,  Turk's  and  Rockfish 
gaps,  as  well  as  at  intermediate  points,  and  continue  to  be  displayed 
for  some  distance  farther  on  towards  the  southwest,  but  in  di- 
minishing extent.  At  Thornton's  gap  and  its  vicinity,  the  Amygda- 
loids  are  of  peculiar  beauty,  consisting  of  a  Jaspery  rock  of  a  rich 
purple  colour  enclosing  kernels  of  beautifully  white  opaque  Quartz, 
each  of  which  has  for  its  centre  a  group  of  radiating  crystals  of 
bright  green  Epidote. 

Associated  with  the  highly  Epidotic  rocks  both  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  and  the  more  eastern  tract  before  noticed,  we  meet  with 
dark  green  rocks  of  great  density,  often  including  kernels  and 
patches  of  Epidote,  and  evidently  consisting  more  or  less  of  this 
substance  as  an  ingredient  diffused  throughout  the  mass,  in  combi- 
nation with  Chlorite,  Talc,  and  perhaps  Hornblende.  These  are  al- 
ways distinctly  stratified,  and  are  often  found  associated  with  gritty 
rocks,  having  the  character  of  altered  slates  and  sandstones.  In 
fact,  the  ponderous  dark  green  slates  here  referred  to,  pass  by  gen- 
tle gradations  into  the  Argillaceous,  gritty  and  Talcose  rocks  lying 
in  their  vicinity,  both  in  the  Southwest  mountain  and  the  Blue 
Ridge,  and  from  this  and  other  considerations,  are  to  be  regarded 
as  but  modified  sedimentary  strata,  while  the  unstratified  Epidoiic 
masses  would  seem  to  have  been  the  immediate  instruments  in  pro- 
ducing the  change. 

As  remarked  in  my  last  report,  of  the  areas  in  the  southern  dia- 
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tricts,  similarly  abounding  in  Epidote,  the  soil  of  the  tracts  above 
described,  is  always  of  good  quality,  containing  a  marked  amount 
of  combiued  lime,  derived  from  the  mineral  in  question,  and  to 
which  its  productiveness  may  in  some  degree  be  attributed, 

OfSteatitie  and  Serpentine  JRoeks, 

Various  modifications  of  these  materials  are  met  with  interrupt- 
edly in  both  the  slaty  belts  above  mentioned,  but  the  tracts  in  which 
they  seem  chiefly  to  occur  in  the  northern  district  are  situated,  first 
in  the  eastern  belt  west  of  the  middle  of  its  breadth,  in  Fluvanna 
and  Lmtisa  counties ;  and  secondly,  near  the  eastern  boundary  of 
the  middle  secondary  in  Fairfax  county  towards  the  Potomac* 
They  are  alao  met  with  rather  indistinctly  characterized  at  various 
points  along  the  Blue  Ridge. 

Of  the  range  in  FluvauTia  and  Louiaa  counties,  it  will  suffice  at 
present  to  remark,  that  it  extends  in  variable  width  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Seottsville,  nearly  in  the  direction  of  the  county  line, 
east  of  Union  mills  and  between  Mechanietfeille  and  Neioark, 
Though  for  much  of  this  distance,  its  steatitic  character  is  greatly 
obscured  by  the  presence  of  a  large  portion  of  Talc  and  Argillaceous 
matter,  at  many  points  the  predominance  of  Steatite  is  marked,  and 
the  rock  is  a  soapstone  of  moderately  good  quality.  It  is  here, 
however,  unmingled  with  Serpentine. 

In  Fair/ax  county,  as  we  approach  the  Potomac,  we  meet  with 
Steatitic  and  Serpentine  rocks,  especially  the  latter,  over  an  area  of 
considerable  extent,  evidently  the  counterpart  of  the  wide  tract  in 
Montgomery  county,  Maryland^  where  the  same  rocks  exist  in  great 
abundance.  Between  Difficult  creek  and  Still  House  creek,  the 
greenish  Talcose  slate  is  seen  to  include  iieavy  beds  of  Serpentine 
and  Steatitic  rock,  including  several  interesting  minerals,  among 
which  is  Chrome-iron  ore.  As  yet,  our  researches  in  this  tract  are 
incomplete,  and  I  am  therefore  unable  to.  affirm  any  thing  of  the 
extent  or  value  of  this  included  mineral ;  but  future  observations 
directed  specially  to  this  point,  will  furnish  the  data  requisite  to 
form  a  confident  opinion.  The  following  facts  in  relation  to  the 
Serpentine  quarry  near  DranenUle^  will  serve  to  illustrate  the 
character  of  the  rocks  and  their  contained  minerals. 

The  ouarry  is  one  and  a  half  miles  S£.  of  Draaieemlle^  on  the 
land  of  Mrs,  Sandford,  The  rock  which  rises  in  a  ridge  about  100 
yards  in  width,  appears  above  the  surface  in  ledges,  and  has  been 
exposed  by  diggings.  The  Serpentine  is  mostly  slaty,  sometimes  in 
solid  layers,  nearly  vertical,  running  NNW.  with  a  high  easterly  dip. 
Its  colour  is  generally  dark  green,  though  sometimes  light ;  and  it 
is  associated  with  Talc,  Asbestos,  Carbonate  of  Copper,  Chrome- 
iron  and  Magnetic  Oxide  of  Iron.  Some  of  it  is  Talcose  and  is 
quarried  as  a  soapstone.  The  bed  is  exposed  for  a  distance  of 
about  one  fourth  of  a  mile,  being  enclosed  in  greenish  Talcose  slate. 
The  principal  minerals  found  at  this  locality  are  the  following : 

1st.  Serpentine,  dark  green,  with  small  Octohedral  crystala. 
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2d.  TalcoBe  Serpentine. 
Sd.  Green  Talcoee  slate. 
4tL.  White  Talcose  slate. 
5th.  White  Ligniform  Asbestos  on  Serpentine. 
6th.  Greenish  Ligniform  Asbestos  on  Serpentine. 
7th.  Light  green  Asbestos,  in  wrinkled  lamellar  masses. 
8th.  Talc,  liglit  green,  in  large  leaves. 
9th.  Chrome- iron. 

10th.  Green  carbonate  of  copper,  containing  Asbestos  and  Ser- 
pentine. 

Qnartz  Slate  or  Quartzite, 

This  interesting  rock,  of  which  several  localities  in  the  sonthem 
district  were  described  in  my  last  year's  report,  is  found  in  nearly 
the  same  geological  connections,  but  on  a  scale  of  far  greater  extent 
in  the  Bull  Bun  mountain,  and  parts  of  Baldwin's  ridge  and  Pond 
mountain  in  Prince  William  county.  In  approaching  Thorough- 
fare gap  from  the  west,  after  passing  over  the  Epidotic  rocks  form- 
ing the  red  soil  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oeorgetauni^  we  come  upon 
the  stratified  Qnartz  slate  of  the  mountain,  with  a  dip  varying  from 
east  to  northeast  of  about  fifty  degrees.  The  main  mountain  is 
composed  of  strata  from  two  to  four  feet  or  more  in  thickness, 
which  on  its  west  side  presenting  their  bare  outcropping  edges  to 
view  from  a  rough  broken  rocky  face,  distinctly  traceable  by  its 
white  colour  for  many  miles  along  the  western  slope  and  the  crest 
of  the  Bidge.  About  two  miles  north  of  the  gap,  is  a  high  peak  of 
the  mountain,  composed  of  these  bare  white  rocks,  called  Stoney 
Point.  In  the  gap,  the  rook  presents  itself  in  a  lofty  rugged  diff, 
the  fragments  of  which,  in  the  form  of  large  angular  blocks,  are 
seen  in  the  bed  and  along  the  sides  of  the  little  stream  (Broad  run) 
that  here  cuts  through  the  Ridge. 

In  the  main  mass,  some  of  the  layers  are  from  6  to  12  Indies 
thick.  They  are  generally  Micaceous,  especially  the  sur&ces  of 
parting.  Towards  the  eastern  side  of  the  Ridge,  the  Mica  is  more 
abundant,  and  the  rock  here  separating  with  surprising  regularity 
into  large  slabs,  often  less  than  two  inches  in  thickness,  presents  a 
brilliant  coating  of  silvery  Mica.  At  some  points  it  displays  a  ten- 
dency to  disintegrate,  forming  a  beautifully  white  and  sharp  sand, 
but  in  general  it  is  compact  and  almost  crystalline,  and  of  unques- 
tionable durability.  A  little  east  of  the  mountain  and  separated 
irom  it  by  a  narrow  plain,  occurs  a  small  ridge  composed  of  similar 
materials,  at  the  eastern  foot  of  which  we  come  upon  the  middle 
secondary. 

This  range  of  Qnartz  slate,  the  most  extensive  in  the  state,  and 
the  only  one  of  importance  in  the  northern  district,  becomes  an  ob- 
ject of  curious  interest,  not  only  from  the  beautiful  regularity  of  its 
cleavage,  and  the  lustrous  surfaces  of  many  of  the  slabs,  but  from 
the  consideration  that  it  furnishes  a  striking  example  of  one  of  the 
extremes  of  composition  among  the  slaty  rocks,  in  which,  instead 
of  the  usual  Talcose,  Micaceous  and  Argillaceous  mixtures,  we  have 
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an  almost  exclnsively  siliceous  mass — of  which  the  parts,  though 
douhtless  ori^nallj  deposited  as  sediment,  are  now  united  with  al- 
most crystalline  compactness. 

Pseudo  Gneiss  or  Gneissoid  Sandstone, 

The  class  of  rocks  referred  to  under  this  head,  and  of  which,  as 
disclosed  in  numerous  extensive  exposures  in  the  southern  district, 
a  somewhat  minute  account  was  given  in  my  last  report,  occurs 
under  similar  geological  relations  in  the  district  of  which  I  am  now 
treating,  being  found  within  or  a^oining  the  belts  of  slaty  rock 
before  described,  and  near  the  great  Epidotio  range  of  the  South- 
west mountain  and  its  prolongations. 

East  of  the  tract  of  Epidotio  rocks,  or  more  properly,  where 
these  become  blended  with  the  slates  of  the  eastern  belt,  several 
ledges  or  narrow  beds  of  a  Gneissoid  grit  are  met  with,  consisting 
of  coarse  particles  of  Quartz,  with  some  Mica,  and  little  or  no  Fel- 
spar. Being  generally  divided  by  smooth  and  regular  joints,  they 
are  easily  separated  at  the  quarry  in  the  form  of  prismatic  blocks 
and  thick  slabs,  and  being  durable  and  of  a  light  grey  colour,  are 
not  unfrequently  used  for  steps  and  sills  and  other  similar  purposes. 
Exposures  of  this  rock  may  be  seen  at  intervals  along  the  eastern 
base  of  the  Southwest  mountain,  adjoining  and  even  among  the 
Epidotio  rocks,  from  the  Kivanna  to  the  neighbourhood  of  GordoTts- 
ville^  thence  to  the  vicinity  of  Monipelier,  where  it  is  seen  associ- 
ated with  a  bed  of  limestone  and  marble,  and  ai^oining  Epidotic 
rocks  and  Micaceous  and  Talcose  slates. 

We  meet  with  a  belt  of  the  same  description  of  rock  about  three 
fourths  of  a  mile  eastwardly  from  Warrenton  in  Fauquier  county, 
in  a  similar  position,  associated  with  Epidotic  slates  and  Trap,  and 
contiguous  to  a  range  of  Talcose  slates  on  the  east.  It  is  here  ex- 
posed over  a  considerable  extent,  and  has  been  quarried  for  the  use 
of  the  neighbourhood. 

But  the  most  extensive  beds  of  these  Gneissoid  sandstones  and 
grits  are  met  with  near  and  among  the  Epidotic  rocks  adjoining 
Sie  western  belt  of  slates.  This  also  is  the  position  in  which  they 
are  chiefly  found  in  the  southern  district,  where,  as  mentioned  in 
my  last  report,  they  present  themselves  in  strata  of  great  thick- 
ness and  extent  near  the  western  side  of  Carter^s  and  the  Green 
niountain. 

At  the  western  base  of  Watery  mountain,  four  miles  west  of 
Warrenton,  a  range  of  these  rocks,  consisting  of  a  grey  sandstone 
occurs  adjacent  to  Chloritic  slate.  The  bed  has  the  usual  north- 
eastern direction  and  steep  dip  towards  the  southeast,  and  furnishes 
an  excellent  stone  which  is  quarried  for  building  purposes  and  for 
flagging.  The  rocks  of  Watery  mountain,  and  most  of  the  space 
thence  to  Warrenton,  are  more  or  less  of  an  Epidotic  composition. 
Similar  Epidotic  and  Chloritic  rocks  extend  westward  of  the  belt 
of  sandstone,  so  as  to  form  the  mass  of  Carter^s  mountain  and  Rap- 
pahannock mountain,  along  the  western  flank  of  which,  on  Carter  s 
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roD,  we  find  another  and  qnite  extensive  belt  of  the  Gneissoid  sand- 
stone, grey,  hard  and  very  siliceona,  in  strata  several  feet  thick,  and 
associated  with  Ghloritic  slate. 

In  the  same  vicinity  occurs  an  interrapted  range  of  limestone, 
such  as  we  find  in  numerous  other  instances  near  or  adjoining  to 
the  Gneissoid  rocks.  These  strata  again  present  themselves  at  the 
eastern  base  of  the  Rappahannock  mountain,  where  also  they  are 
quarried. 

In  the  range  of  the  beds  above  alluded  to,  in  a  southerly  and 
somewhat  westerly  direction  we  meet  with  gritty  Micaceous  slates 
and  Gneissoid  sandstones  and  grit-s,  occasiondly  presenting  massive 
strata  of  a  character  adapted  for  use,  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Jeffenon^ 
but  most  usually  in  a  decomposing  state.  These  cross  the  Aestham 
river  above  Muddy  run,  and  are  discovered  at  intervals  thence  on  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  Charlottesville^  maintaining  tJie  same  general 
position  in  relation  to  the  Epidotio  belt,  but  expanding  as  they  ex- 
tend towards  the  southwest,  and  amply  exposed  as  formerly  de- 
scribed in  Albemarle  and  part  of  Nelson  county. 

Lest  the  statement  above  made  of  the  occurrence  of  these  gritty 
rocks  among  beds  containing  Epidot^,  should  be  misconceived,  I 
would  here  remark,  that  although  the  greater  part  of  the  rocks 
composing  the  Southwest  mountain,  and  its  prolongations,  are  dis- 
tinguished by  a  greenish  colour,  and  include  more  or  less  of  Epi- 
dote  in  their  composition,  the  amount  of  true  Epidote  rock  is  com- 
paratively small.  The  other  and  more  abundant  masses,  upon  close 
inspection,  prove  to  be  various  slaty  and  gritty  rocks,  contidning 
more  or  less  Talc,  Mica,  and  Chlorite,  and  impregnated  in  various 
degrees  with  Epidote,  either  in  a  diffused  condition,  or  in  nests  or 
kernels,  and  frequently  associated  with  small  veins  of  Quartz.  In 
many  instances  the  impregnation  is  so  slight  as  to  produce  little 
effect  upon  the  colour  of  the  mass,  and  the  character  of  a  Micaceous 
or  Gneissoid  sandstone  is  in  a  good  degree  preserved.  The  rocks 
in  question,  though  intersected  by  numberless  joints,  in  general  dis- 
play their  stratification  with  tolerable  distinctness,  except  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  bright  green  epidotic  masses,  when  the 
planes  of  bedding  are  almost  obliterated,  and  the  rock  partakes  of 
the  structure  as  well  as  the  hue  of  the  Epidote.  In  view  of  these 
facts,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  strata  referred  to  are  but 
portions  of  what  was  originally  one  wide  belt  of  slates  and  gritty 
rocks,  which  has  been  invaded  from  beneath  by  the  igneous  epido- 
tic masses  characterising  the  range  of  the  Southwest  mountain  and 
its  prolongations,  and  that  the  peculiar  hne  and  texture  they  present, 
is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  modifying  actions  to  which  they  were  thus 
exposed. 

Micaceous  and  Talcose  Limestone  and  Marble. 

Associated  with  the  slaty  rocks  of  the  belts  already  described, 
we  meet  with  patches,  and  sometimes  prolonged  beds  of  Micaceous 
and  Talcose  limestone,  passing  in  some  instances  into  a  rock  of  a 
grain  so  fine  and  uniform  as  to  constitute  a  variety  of  marble. 
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As  ia  the  cose  of  the  beds  of  similar  materials  met  with  in  the 
southern  district,  these  are  in  no  case  to  be  regarded  as  continaous 
for  a  long  distance,  but  are  evidently  included  masses  of  a  lenticular 
or  oval  form,  lying  in  certain  belts  of  the  slaty  rocks,  but  not  neces- 
sarily connected  with  one  another.  As  will  appear  in  the  descrip- 
tion of  localities  about  to  be  presented,  this  included  position  is 
sometimes  evinced  not  only  by  tne  meeting  of  the  bounding  strata 
of  slate  or  other  rock  at  the  extremities  of  the  limestone  bed,  but 
by  their  coming  together  in  like  form  <iboTe  it,  thus  shutting  it  out 
from  the  surface  view,  and  allowing  it  to  be  disclosed  only  where  a 
ravine  or  other  natural  or  artificial  section  removes  the  incumbent 
rock. 

The  following  brief  account  of  the  exposures  of  these  limestone 
beds  in  the  northern  district,  while  embracmg  those  of  most  impor- 
tance, is  not  to  be  understood  as  including  all  within  its  limits. 
The  unfinished  state  of  our  researches  in  many  parts  of  this  region, 
does  not  admit  of  a  more  full  enumeration  at  present.  It  is  quite 
probable  that  other  localities  will  be  discovered  during  the  expiora- 
ti<ms  of  the  coming  season,  at  the  same  time  severd  of  those  al- 
ready known  will  claim  further  examination. 

The  range  of  slaty  rocks  containing  embedded  deposits  of  lime- 
stone, which  in  my  last  report  was  described  as  making  its  appjaar- 
ance  from  beneath  the  middle  secondary,  west  of  Scottmills  in  Al- 
hemarle  county,  and  thence  pursuing  a  nearly  northeasterly  course, 
shewing  at  intervals  these  included  calcareous  masses  on  Buck  isl- 
and. Limestone  and  Mechump  creeks,  is  continued  in  the  same  gen- 
eral direction,  displaying  a  bed  of  limestone  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  east  of  Gordonmille  in  Orange  county,  and  again  on  the 
farm  of  Mr,  Ratolings,  about  half  a  mile  southeast  of  the  meeting 
house  situated  on  the  road  from  Oordonsville  to  Orange  court- 
liouse. 

At  these  localities,  the  rock  is  dark  blue  and  slaty,  presenting 
smooth  Talcose  surfaces,  and  occasional  thin  veins  of  calcareous 
Spar. 

West  of  the  former  locality,  and  between  it  and  Mbntpelier,  we 
meet  with  a  bed  of  marble,  bearing  a  striking  resemblance  to  the 
rock  described  in  my  last  report  as  shewing  itself  extensively  on  the 
James  river  opposite  to  Warminster,  It  is  white,  shaded  with  pink, 
with  an  occasional  stain  of  green  Talc.  Being  of  fine  grain,  and 
exposed  in  a  solid  mass  of  about  thirty  yards  in  breadth  at  the  lo- 
cality now  in  view,  it  would  seem  to  claim  attention  as  a  resource 
likely  to  be  of  economical  value,  and  will  on  this  account  claim  a 
more  minute  examination  than  in  a  cursory  visit  we  were  able  to 
bestow.  This  bed,  which  obviously  lies  considerably  west  of  the 
range  of  calcareous  masses  previously  referred  to,  is  contiguous 
to  layers  of  Gneissoid  sandstone,  Talcose  slates  and  Epidotio 
rocks. 

Exposures  of  the  calcareous  rock,  some  of  them  of  considerable 
extent,  are  again  met  with  on  the  Rapid  Anne  river,  nearly  in  the 
general  line  of  bearing  of  those  above  referred  to.    The  most  west- 
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wardly  of  these  occurs  nearly  opposite  the  mouth  of  Suininerdnck 
creek  on  the  land  of  Mr.  PannilL  The  river  being  skirted  on  the 
south  side  by  a  band  of  the  middle  secondary  rocks,  extending 
inland  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  the  slates  and  included  limestone 
are  first  seen  along  the  southern  margin  of  these  rocks.  ' 

This  limestone  is  pinkish  and  sometimes  grey,  fine  granular  and 
sparry,  dividing  into  layers  of  an  inch  or  two  and  not  solid.  It  bums 
into  a  white  lime,  and  has  been  used  for  domestic  purposes  and  for 
building. 

Lower  down  the  river,  and  beyond  the  termination  of  the  nar- 
row strip  of  middle  secondary  above  mentioned,  there  occur  two 
other  ledges  of  limestone  of  very  considerable  extent  The  upper- 
most of  these  is  found  about  a  mile  above  the  mouth  of  Brooke^s 
run,  and  is  met  with  inland  and  in  the  river  cliff.  In  the  former 
position  it  is  just  east  of  the  edge  of  the  red  sandstone ;  in  the  lat- 
ter, the  red  sandstone  is  seen  to  overlap  the  western  side  of  the  band 
of  limestone.  The  rock  at  the  former  point  is  mostly  blue,  fine 
granular,  with  much  calc.  Spar,  and  occurs  in  layers  and  masses 
several  feet  thick,  presenting  little  or  no  Mica,  Quartz,  or  other  im- 
purities. The  exposure  on  the  river  has  a  width  of  about  twenty 
yards.  The  strike  or  range  of  the  beds  is  between  NE.  and  NNE., 
and  the  dip  very  high  southeasterly.  Here  the  rock  is  blue,  varie- 
gated with  pink,  containing  much  white  Spar,  and  also  narrow  lay- 
ers of  white  Quartz,  which  project  above  the  weathered  surface  of 
the  bed.  About  three  hundred  yards  eastward  of  this  is  another 
and  larger  bed,  about  forty  yards  thick,  where  exposed  in  the  river 
bank.  It  is  blue  and  slaty,  coming  out  in  thin  layers.  In  range 
and  dip  it  agrees  with  the  preceding. 

Pursuing  the  same  general  direction,  we  meet  with  the  limestone 
again  on  Mountain  creek  near  its  mouth,  and  on  the  Rappahannock 
at  the  mouth  of  Marsh  run ;  the  former  in  Gulpeper^  the  latter  in 
Fauquier  county.  At  both  localities  the  rock  is  exposed  rather 
extensively,  and  has  been  quarried  and  burnt  by  Captain  Roberta 
and  Mr,  Whitely,  It  is  a  bluish  veined  limestone,  slightly  Talcose 
and  Micaceous,  and  of  slaty  structure. 

The  more  western  of  these  Calcareous  bed:»,  that  on  Marsh  run, 
continues  up  the  stream  and  shews  itself  at  the  distance  of  a  mile 
from  the  river,  beyond  which  it  has  not  been  observed.  A  little 
further  towards  the  northeast,  the  range  of  this  and  the  more  east- 
ern limestone  bed  on  Mountain  creek,  would  strike  the  margin  of 
the  middle  secondary  rocks,  and  if  continued  in  their  original  bear- 
ing, would  thereafter  be  concealed  from  view  by  the  overlying 
strata.  After  this  disappearance  of  the  limestone,  occurring  be- 
tween Marsh  run  and  Elkton,  no  beds  of  Calcareous  rock  have  yet 
been  discovered  throughout  ail  the  slaty  tract  bordering  the  middle 
secondary  rocks,  thence  on  to  the  Potomac. 

Similar  interrupted  ranges  of  limestone  shew  themselves  in  Fau- 
quier  and  Loudoun  counties,  associated  with  the  slaty  and  Gneis- 
sold  strata  west  of  the  principal  belt  of  Epidotic  rocks  before 
described* 
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One  of  the  most  prolonged  of  these  may  be  traced  along  the 
western  base  of  Rappahannock  mountain,  and  thence  on  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  White  Plains,  shewing  itself  on  the  estates  of  Mr, 
Nelson,  Mr,  Origsby,  Mr.  Baker  and  Dr.  Homer,  The  rock  varies 
in  colour  and  textnre,  being  sometimes  of  a  light  bine  tint  and  close 
grained,  and  sometimes  of  a  light  grej,  with  films  of  Talc  on  the 
separating  sm*faces.  At  Mr.  Origsby^s^  it  is  associated  with  green 
chlorite  slate,  and  is  evidently  not  interposed  as  a  parallel  bed,  but 
rather  as  an  enclosed  mass,  which  does  not  rise  uniformly  to  the 
surface. 

At  several  points  in  this  range,  and  especially  at  Mr.  Baher% 
the  limestone  is  quarried  and  burnt  quite  extensively,  and  yields  a 
lime  which,  thongh  not  very  fair,  is  found  to  be  well  adapted  for 
domestic,  agricultural  and  building  purposes. 

Further  towards  the  northeast,  a  narrow  bed  of  limestone 
occurs  near  Dover  mill,  on  the  Little  river,  about  two  miles  west- 
ward of  Aldie,  associated  with  Micaceous  and  Argillaceous  slates, 
and  a  little  west  of  the  Epidotio  range.  Beyond  this,  in  the  same 
direction,  are  several  exposures,  north  of  the  road  leading  from 
Aldis  to  Snicker's  gap,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  quar- 
ries of  Mr.  Luchett,  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  northwest  from 
the  junction  of  the  road  just  mentioned  and  that  leading  obliquely 
across  the  Kittoctin  mountain,  to  Oatland  mills,  and  that  of 
Mr.  Wethered,  more  towards  the  northwest  and  near  Goose 
creek. 

At  the  former,  the  body  of  rock  exposed  is  about  twenty  feet  in 
width,  and  very  indistinctly  stratified.  It  is  a  fine,  srranular,  blue 
limestone,  not  very  solid,  and  making  a  moderately  white  lime.  A 
little  white  silvery  Mica  occurs  occasionally  in  the  seams  and  on  the 
surfaces  of  the  rock,  but  not  sufficient  to  entitle  it  to  be  called  a  Mi- 
caceous limestone.  It  is  associated  with  greenish  Micaceous  Tal- 
oose  slates.  The  rock  &t  Mr.  WetherecTs  is  in  the  main  of  similar 
character,  though  said  to  furnish  a  lime  of  fairer  complexion. 
Several  small  ledges  of  limestone  occur  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
above,  associated  with  green  and  whitish  Talcose  and  Micaceous 
slates. 

Other  small  beds  of  limestone  are  known  to  occur  at  several 
points  in  the  same  general  belt,  between  the  above  exposures  and 
the  Potomac  river,  but  with  the  exception  of  those  at  Taylortown 
on  Kittoctin  creek,  about  three  miles  from  the  river,  they  remain 
yet  to  be  examined. 

At  Taylortown  the  calcareous  masses  are  enclosed  in  greenish 
slaty  Talcose  rocks,  containing  iron  pyrites,  and  magnetic  oxide  of 
iron  in  small  octahedral  crystals,  with  some  whitish  Tremolite,  Actyn- 
olite  in  greenish  fibrous  masses,  and  a  little  Asbestos. 

The  most  easterly  of  these  beds  consists  of  a  bluish  limestone, 
much  of  which  is  shaded  or  striped  with  lighter  and  darker  tints 
irregularly  disposed  over  the  surface ;  and  from  this,  as  well  as  its 
textnre,  deserves  to  be  regarded  as  a  pretty  variety  of  marble.  At 
the  quarry  opened  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  about  thirty  or  forty 
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feet  above  tlie  creek,  the  Itodj  of  limestone  exposed  is  about  ten 
feet  thick,  and  rather  diminishes  than  increases  in  descending.  The 
green  indurated  Talcose  slate  adjoining  it  on  both  sides,  bends  over 
and  covers  the  limestone  on  the  top,  so  that  there  is  several  feet  of 
slate  between  it  and  the  surface,  thus  affording  an  interesting  exam- 
ple of  that  inclusion  already  mentioned,  characterizing  these  lime- 
stone masses  generally.  A  similar  rock,  the  continuation  of  the 
former,  is  also  quarried  at  the  mill. 

West  of  this,  and  separated  from  it  by  about  twenty  feet  of  hard 
green  slaty  rock,  are  several  layers  of  heaut\fuUy  tehite  marble^  of 
an  admirably  fine  and  uniform  texture.  The  layers  are  solid,  free 
from  veins,  and  would  seem  capable  of  being  extracted  in  masses 
from  one  to  two  feet  thick  and  several  feet  in  length.  Were  the 
deposit  of  greater  extent,  preserving  the  colour  and  texture  of  that 
now  exposed,  it  might  prove  of  high  value  for  the  finer  uses  to 
which  this  material  is  applied,  having  the  pure  tint,  and  the  fine, 
even  yielding  grain  of  marble  alabaster.  It  should  be  added  that 
both  this  and  the  blue  variety  appear  to  be  susceptible  of  a  good 
polish. 

Of  the  chemical  composition  of  the  limestones  collected  at  the 
various  localities  above  described,  a  detailed  account  will  be  given 
in  the  concluding  chapter  of  the  present  report.  On  this  head  I 
need  only  remark,  that  like  those  met  with  under  similar  circum- 
stances in  the  southern  district,  and  of  which  a  minute  description 
was  given  in  my  last  report,  although  in  general  less  free  from 
earthy  admixture  than  the  limestone  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  they 
furnish  a  lime  capable  of  being  very  usefully  applied  in  agriculture, 
as  well  as  for  household  and  building  purposes;  and  that  as  regards 
the  first  of  these  applications,  they  deserve  to  be  considered  as  a 
valuable  source  of  improvement  to  the  soils  of  the  prolonged  belt 
in  which  they  occur. 

In  the  brief  sketch  that  has  now  been  given  of  the  Primary  and 
Metamorphic  rocks  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  northern  dis- 
trict, I  have  confined  myself  to  such  particulars  as  could  be  most 
readily  presented  in  a  compendious  form,  and  as  had  been  slightly 
or  not  at  all  alluded  to  in  preceding  reports. 

To  the  numerous  details  in  my  possession,  omitted  in  this  sketch, 
are  to  be  added  the  results  of  the  further  researches  necessary  for 
the  completion  of  our  labours  in  this  portion  of  the  state,  in  order 
to  enable  me,  in  my  final  report,  to  present  a  minute  and  compre- 
hensive picture  of  its  geological  structure  and  important  mineral 
contents. 

As  formerly  remarked,  an  important  portion  of  the  northern 
district  is  occupied  by  a  class  of  rocks  entirely  different  from  the 
Primary  and  Metamorphic  masses  I  have  been  describing,  and  which 
constitute  the  middle  secondary  formation  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
These  I  will  now  proceed  to  describe. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

OF  THE  MIDDLE  SECOND  ART  SANDSTOKES,  SITALES  AND  CONGLOM- 
ERATEa  OF  THE  NORTHERN  DISTRICT— EASl  OF  THE  BLUE 
RIDGE, 

Section  I. 
General  Features  of  this  Formation. 

The  close  resemblance  existing  between  the  strata  of  the  middle 
secondary  formation  as  presented  in  the  region  now  under  consider- 
ation, and  that  south  of  the  James  river,  was  referred  to  in  my  last 
year's  report,  while  treating  of  the  southern  district,  and  the  gen- 
eral description  of  the  middle  secondary  rocks  then  given,  was  de- 
signed to  apply  as  well  to  the  northern  as  the  southern  tracts  in 
which  they  are  developed.  It  will  therefore  be  unnecessary  in  this 
place  to  repeat  these  descriptions  in  detail,  and  it  will  suffice  be- 
fore entering  upon  the  brief  sketches  that  are  to  follow,  in  a  few 
words,  to  remind  the  reader  of  the  general  character  of  these  rocks, 
and  to  point  out  one  or  two  particulars  in  which,  in  some  parts  of 
the  northern  tract,  they  present  peculiar  features. 

In  the  first  place  these  strata  are  all  of  the  sedimentary  charac- 
ter, consisting  of  particles  of  sand  and  earth  and  pebbles  of  various 
dimensions,  derived  from  pre-existing  rocks,  and  deposited  by  water 
in  the  positions  they  now  occupy  in  the  masses  of  which  they  are 
the  component  parts.  Through  all  the  variety  of  texture,  com- 
mencing with  the  coarsest  conglomerates  including  pebbles  of  many 
inches  diameter  and  passing  by  successive  tteps  to  strata  composed 
of  finer  and  finer  materials,  constituting  the  sandstones,  slates  and 
shales  of  the  formation,  we  meet  with  unequivocal  proofs  of  this 
aqueous  origin,  and  at  the  same  time,  unless  in  certain  localities 
where  subsequently  to  their  deposition  they  have  been  invaded  by 
igneous  rocks  from  beneath,  we  find  no  indications  of  their  having 
l^en  subjected  to  those  modifying  agencies,  due  to  igneous  causes, 
from  which  the  metamorphio  rocks  of  which  I  have  been  treating 
in  the  previous  chapter  have  derived  so  much  of  the  character  they 
now  present. 

Though  of  various  tints,  comprising  grey,  brownish  grey,  green- 
ish grey,  brownish  yellow  and  others,  these  strata  as  a  group  are 
marked  by  the  predominance  of  a  red  colour,  which  is  however 
more  particularly  prevalent  among  those  of  a  shaly  texture. 

With  a  few  local  exceptions,  their  dip  is  to  the  north  of  north- 
west, and  the  inclination,  though  variable,  is  usually  small,  thus  con- 
forming precisely  to  the  position  of  the  corresponding  rocks  in  the 
southern  district. 

They  here  also,  as  in  that  part  of  the  state,  contain  impressions 
of  vegetable  stems  and  leaves  converted  into  Lignite  and  coaly  mat- 
tor,  and  in  a  few  localities  they  preserve  distinct  traces  of  the  re- 
mains of  fish,  especially  the  well  characterized  rhombic  scales  men- 
tioned in  my  last  report  as  discovered  at  several  points  in  the  middle 
secondary  rocks  of  the  southern  district. 
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The  coarse  conglomerate  or  breccia  is  raet  with  here,  as  in  the 
southern  district,  chiefly  along  the  western  margin  of  the  formation, 
but  with  this  peculiarity,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Potomac  and 
one  or  two  other  points,  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  em- 
bedded pebbles  consist  of  limestone — thus  converting  the  mass  into 
the  rock  well  known  under  the  name  of  Potomac  marble.  As  in- 
dicating the  cause  of  this  local  peculiarity  of  compoation,  besides 
referring  to  what  was  said  on  the  subject  in  the  report  of  last  year, 
I  may  observe  that  in  Maryland^  not  far  from  the  Potomac,  an  ex- 
tensive range  of  limestone  displays  itself  a  little  eastward  of  the 
margin  of  the  conglomerate,  the  more  eastern  portion  of  the  middle 
secondary  rocks,  which  by  their  position  would  have  rested  upon 
this  limestone,  being  wanting  over  a  considerable  space,  and  that 
this  limestone  in  its  prolongation  towards  the  southwest,  disap- 
pearing beneath  the  middle  secondary  rocks,  before  reaching  the 
Potomac,  is  in  all  probability  continued  for  some  distance  in  this 
buried  position  near  the  eastern  margin  of  the  conglomerate.  In 
such  a  view,  the  source  of  the  calcareous  fragments  contained  in 
the  conglomerate  met  with  near  the  Potomac,  would  be  no  less  ap- 
parent than  it  is  in  other  positions  where  beds  of  limestone  are  met 
with  along  the  eastern  margin  of  the  middle  secondary  belt. 

Beferring  for  further  details  in  regard  to  the  various  character- 
istic features  of  the  formation,  to  my  report  of  last  year,  I  pro- 
ceed to  gite  a  compendious  account  of  its  boundaries,  and  some  of 
its  component  strata  as  it  displays  itself  in  the  northern  district. 

Section  II. 

Boundaries  of  the  Middle  Secondary  Formation  in  the  Northern  Dis- 
trict. 

Before  proceeding  to  describe  the  boundaries  of  the  formation,  it 
is  proper  to  remark  that,  as  with  the  exception  of  one  short  inter- 
val near  its  southern  extremity,  it  is  continuous  from  the  Potomac 
to  that  point,  it  will  be  most  convenient  to  describe  the  whole  in 
one  connection  —  reserving  the  special  account  of  the  boundaries 
along  the  deficient  space,  which  are  yet  not  precisely  settled,  for 
the  more  minute  delineation  hereafter  to  be  given.  I  would  also 
remark,  that  although  in  thus  briefly  tracing  the  outline  of  the  area 
in  question,  reference  will  be  made  only  to  points  most  easily  rec- 
ognized on  the  map,  and  often,  therefore,  at  very  considerable  dis- 
tances apart,  the  greater  portion  of  the  boundary  has  been  explored 
at  much  smaller  intervals,  so  that  with  the  exception  of  some 
miles  between  Leesburg  and  the  Potomac,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Noland's  ferry,  and  several  short  lines  towards  the  southwest,  the 
limits  of  the  area  have  been  accurately  traced.  T  may  therefore  be 
allowed  to  repeat  the  suggestion  made  in  my  last  report,  that  the 
reader  desirous  of  having  a  distinct  picture  of  the  position  and 
form  of  this  important  portion  of  the  northern  district,  should  fol- 
low the  description  here  given,  pencil  in  hand,  and  thus  trace  for 
himself  an  approximate  outline  of  the  region  on  the  map. 
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The  general  form  of  this  area  is  that  of  a  prolonged  triangle, 
extending  in  a  direction  from  SSW.  to  NNE.naving  its  apex  at 
the  southern  extremity,  and  gradaallj  expanding  until  it  reaches 
the  Potomac.  Measured  from  the  apex  to  a  point  on  the  Potomac 
midway  between  the  months  of  Goose  creek  and  Broad  mn,  its 
length  is  about  eighty  miles,  bnt  including  the  narrow  tract  extend- 
ing northwardly  from  Leeshurg  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Noland's 
ferry,  it  would  be  increased  to  near  eighty-eight  miles.  Its  great- 
est breadth,  as  measured  near  the  Potomac,  and  parallel  to  the  road 
leading  from  Leei^rg  to  Dranesville^  is  about  fifteen  miles.  This, 
in  round  numbers,  gives  six  hundred  square  miles  for  the  area  of 
the  middle  secondary  region  in  the  northern  district. 

Beginning  at  its  southern  extremity,  about  a  mile  SW.  of  Bar- 
ioursnUle  in  Orange  county,  the  boundary  of  the  small  area  lying  to 
the  southwest  of  the  interruption  above  alluded  to,  may  be  traced 
by  a  line  drawn  a  little  east  of  the  upper  part  of  Blue  run,  and  par- 
allel to  the  stream  as  shewn  on  the  map,  until  this  line  passes  the 
mill  below  Brewer  branch,  continuing  in  the  same  direction  parallel 
to  the  8W.  mountain,  so  as  to  pass  a  little  west  of  Montpelier,  and 
striking  the  turnpike  leading  from  Orange  courthouse  to  Stanards- 
ville^  at  the  eastern  crossing  of  Poplar,  alias  Baylor's  run,  thence 
bending  round  towards  the  northwest,  so  as  to  strike  the  Rapidann 
river  at  a  point  not  yet  determined,  near  the  mouth  of  Poplar  run, 
then  turning  towards  the  southwest,  passing  in  that  direction  a 
short  distance  east  of  the  mill  where  the  turnpike  touches  the  river, 
continuing  on  a  little  westward  of  the  meeting  house  and  of  Bar- 
hmrs9ilU,  and  thus  returning  to  the  point  at  which  the  tracing  was 
commenced. 

As  already  mentioned  the  interval  between  this  and  the  princi- 
pal tract  lying  to  the  NNE.  has  only  been  partially  explored,  and  I 
am  therefore  unable,  with  precision,  to  lay  down  the  position  of  the 
boundary  of  that  portion  of  the  tract  southeast  of  the  junction  of 
the  Robertson  and  Rapidann  rivers.  Much  of  the  interval  is  occupied 
by  the  Epidotic  rocks  forming  the  prolongation  of  the  Southwest 
mountain,  which  are  continued  in  considerable  breadth  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Racoon  ford,  and  at  the  same  time  extending  in 
a  northwestwardly  direction  across  the  Rapidann  at  Bamett's  ford, 
send  out  a  spur,  or  another  but  interrupted  range,  seen  at  intervals 
thence  towards  Culpeper  courthouse.  For  the  present  considering 
the  boundary  of  this  part  of  the  tract  as  coinciding  with  the  course 
of  the  Rapidann  river,  from  the  mouth  of  Robertson  river  to  a 
point  a  little  above  Racoon  ford,  the  eastern  margin  of  the  prin- 
cipal area  may  be  traced  by  a  line  drawn  through  the  points  and  in 
the  directions  described  below. 

Commencing  at  a  point  on  the  south  side  of  the  Rapidann,  about 
three  fourths  of  a  mile  above  Racoon  ford,  its  course  nearly  due 
east  diverges  slowly  from  the  river  until  it  touches  the  road  be- 
tween a  half  and  three  quarters  of  a  mile  towards  the  south  ;  it 
then  bends  a  little  northwards  and  curving  around  so  as  to  strike 
the  river  about  a  mile  above  the  mouth  of  Brook's  run,  where  the 
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limestone  and  middle  secondary  are  seen  in  contact,  it  crosses  the 
RapidanD  in  a  northeastwardly  direction,  passes  Brook's  run  a  sliort 
distance  above  its  mouth  and  intersects  the  road  leading  from  Germ- 
anna  ford  to  Stevensburg,  at  a  point  a  little  west  of  the  fork  near 
the  meeting-house  laid  down  on  the  map.  Thence  bending  slightly 
more  towards  the  north,  it  crosses  Mountain  creek  near  the  second 
mile  above  its  mouth  and  strikes  the  north  fork  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock, a  short  distance  above  the  mouth  of  Marsh  run.  Now  pursu- 
ing a  course  almost  due  northeast,  it  strikes  the  head  of  Elk  run  a 
little  distance  east  of  fficherson^s  at  the  cross  roads,  and  turning 
rather  more  towards  the  north  passes  west  of  Brentville  and  east  of 
I^'^ew  Market^  so  as  to  cross  the  turnpike  from  CentrevilU  to  War^ 
renton  near  the  western  verge  of  the  former.  From  CentretUle^  con- 
tinuing in  nearly  the  same  direction,  it  intersects  the  turnpike  lead- 
ing from  Alexandria  to  WincheMter  about  four  and  a  half  miles  west- 
ward of  Fairfax  courthouse,  and  thence  prolonged  crosses  the  road 
from  Georgetown  to  Leeahirg  at  DraneniUej  situated  on  that  road 
due  south  of  the  upper  end  of  Beech  island  as  laid  down  on  the 
map.  Continued  from  this  point,  it  strikes  the  Potomac  river  at  a 
point  not  yet  precisely  ascertained,  about  one  or  two  miles  below 
the  mouth  of  Seneca  creek  in  Maryland.  Of  its  prolongation  in 
Maryland^  it  will  be  enough  to  say,  as  supplementary  to  the  tracing 
just  given,  that  after  crossing  the  Potomac  it  quickly  bends  around 
to  the  north  and  then  to  the  northwest,  so  as  to  pass  over  the  Sen- 
eca between  the  months  of  the  Dry  and  Little  Senecas,  and  to  in- 
tersect the  Little  Monocacy,  some  distance  above  its  mouth,  whence 
turning  to  a  northern  and  afterwards  a  N£.  course,  it  crosses  the 
Big  Monocacy  very  obliquely,  and  shews  itself  on  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  rail-road,  immediately  west  of  the  limestone  before  referred 
to,  evincing  in  the  remarkable  change  of  its  course,  after  crossing 
the  Potomac,  the  great  contraction  of  the  middle  secondary  area, 
which  was  mentioned  in  the  same  connection  as  occurring  in  this 
region. 

Returning  now  to  the  southwestern  extremity  of  the  tract  for 
the  purpose  of  tracing  its  western  margin,  we  find  it  marked  out 
by  a  line  passing  through  the  points  and  having  the  directions  enu- 
merated below. 

Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Robertson^s  river,  its  course,  though 
not  yet  minutely  ascertained  in  this  vicinity,  is  such  as  to  intersect 
Cedar  run  a  little  eastward  of  where  that  stream  crosses  the  road 
leading  from  Fairfax  ( Gnlpeper  courthouse)  to  near  the  mouth  of 
Crooked  run.  Thence  it  continues  so  as  to  strike  the  road  in  ques- 
tion about  two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Fairfax^  and  passing  a 
little  west  of  the  village,  extends  to  Muddy  run  near  the  principal 
bend.  From  this  point,  its  course,  though  not  exactly  determined, 
carries  it  across  Aestham  river,  near  the  mouth  of  Muddy  run,  and 
Hedgeman's  river,  a  little  below  Freeman's  ford,  and  thence  on  to 
a  point  on  the  road  from  Wa/rrenton  to  Ellcton  about  one  hundred 
yards  west  of  Turkey  river.  Pursuing  the  same  direction  until  it 
passes  the  southern  end  of  Baldwin  ridge,  it  curves  around  so  as  to 
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take  ft  more  northerly  course,  and  keeping  close  along  the  eastern 
flank  of  Baldwin  ridge  and  Pond  mountain,  crosses  the  road  lead- 
ing through  the  gap,  ahout  one  mile  eastward  of  New  Baltimore, 
Thence  continuing  its  course  along  the  eastern  flank  of  Pond  moun- 
tain, it  intersects  the  road  leading  to  Oeargetawn  by  Thoroughfare 
gap,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  the  mill  at  the  eastern  end  of 
the  gap.  Extending  along  the  base  of  Bull  Bun  mountain,  in  a 
nearly  uniform  course,  it  crosses  the  Aldie  turnpike  about  a  fourth 
of  a  mile  east  of  the  village,  thence  runs  nearly  parallel  with  Little 
river  for  some  miles,  and  passes  Goose  creek  at  Garter^s  miU,  (Oat- 
land  mills  on  the  map,)  and  adhering  closely  to  the  flank  of  Kittoctin 
mountain,  passes  a  little  west  of  Leeshurg^  touches  Limestone  creek 
near  its  head  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Matthew^s  store,  about  six  miles 
NNE.  of  Leetiburg^  and  thence  continues  to  a  point  not  yet  deter- 
mine in  the  neighbourhood  of  Noland's  ferry  on  the  Potomac.  Its 
extension  in  Maryland  preserves  a  course  nearly  parallel  to  the 
Monocacy  river,  and  to  the  eastern  boundary  line  before  traced, 
after  that  line  has  crossed  the  river,  the  two  being  thus  made,  in 
this  part  of  their  course,  to  comprehend  a  very  narrow  tract,  chiefly 
oooupied  by  the  calcareous  conglomerate. 

Section  IIL 

Character  and  Contents  of  the  Strata  and  of  the  Associated  Trap 

Hock. 

The  chief  peculiarities  of  the  middle  secondary  strata  in  the  tract 
now  under  consideration  having  already  been  alluded  to,  and  their 
more  important  varieties  as  to  texture,  colour  and  contents,  having 
been  described  in  the  report  of  last  year,  when  treating  of  the  simi- 
lar materials  of  the  middle  secondary  tracts  in  the  southern  district, 
I  shall  content  myself  with  only  a  few  additional  illustrations,  drawn 
from  localities  within  the  area  of  which  I  am  now  treating,  and  as 
for  the  present,  these  admit  of  being  most  easily  presented  in  the 
form  of  brief  summaries  of  the  several  varieties  of  rock  met  with 
in  passing  across  the  region  at  various  points,  I  shall  introduce  them 
in  that  shape. 

In  entering  upon  these  descriptive  sections,  it  should  be  premised 
that  the  protruding  masses  of  igneons  rock,  of  the  nature  of  Trap, 
met  with  even  more  frequently  in  this  than  in  the  southern  tract, 
constitute,  in  a  geological  point  of  view,  one  of  its  most  interesting 
features.  These  intrusive  rocks,  which,  forced  up  from  beneath  by 
igneous  agencies,  have  penetrated  either  partially  or  entirely  through 
the  middle  secondary  strata,  are  readily  distinguished  from  the  en- 
closing sandstones,  slates  and  shales,  by  their  dark  grey  and  nearly 
black  colour  in  the  interior,  and  the  ochreous  brown  hue  they  as- 
sume when  weathered,  bj  their  great  hardness  and  heaviness,  and 
by  their  not  appearing  in  regular  strata,  but  in  knobs  and  ridges, 
breaking  down  by  exposure  into  masses  of  a  rounded  form,  from  a 
few  inches  to  several  feet  in  diameter. 
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These  knobs  and  dykes,  thongb  not  usually  of  great  extent,  are 
exceedingly  numerous  in  many  parts  of  the  tract,  giving  a  rugged- 
ness  to  the  surface  which  it  would  not  otherwise  present.  Where 
appearing  in  the  form  of  true  dykes  or  walls  of  Trap,  rising  through 
the  adjacent  strata  in  a  nearly  vertical  direction,  they  may  some- 
times be  traced  longitudinally  for  a  distance  of  a  few  miles,  and  are 
then  seen  to  have  directions,  which,  though  by  no  means  regular, 
are  generally  towards  the  west  of  noKh.  But  few  instanoes,  how- 
ever, occur,  of  their  being  .prolonged  with  sufficient  distinctness  to 
admit  of  determining  their  bearing  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and 
(for  the  most  part)  they  present  themselves  as  isolated  knobs  or 
short  ridges,  with  no  traceable  connection  on  the  surface. 

The  modifying  influences  of  these  igneous  rocks  upon  the  adja- 
cent strata,  exemplified  in  my  report  of  last  year,  with  reference  to 
certain  localities  in  the  southern  tract,  are  observable  also  in  nu- 
merous places  in  the  northern  area,  the  strata  in  the  immediate  vi- 
cinity of  the  knobs  or  dykes  of  Trap,  though  but  little  disturbed  in 
position,  displaying  in  such  cases  various  remarkable  changes  as  to 
texture,  colour  and  composition.  In  most  cases,  the  alteration 
thus  produced  does  not  extend  beyond  a  change  of  colour  and  in- 
creased hardness  and  density  of  the  modified  mass,  but  at  some  lo- 
calities it  is  marked  by  the  development  with  the  substance  of  the 
altered  rock  of  various  crystalline  minerals,  among  which  Epidote 
of  frequent  occurrence,  sometimes  distributed  through  the  mass, 
but  more  commonly  collected  in  the  form  of  oval  or  spherical  ker- 
nels, like  those  of  an  Amygdaloid.  As  locally  illustrating  the  order 
of  succession  of  the  middle  secondary  strata  and  the  mode  of  oc- 
currence of  the  igneous  rocks  among  them,  I  proceed  now  to  a 
brief  description  of  several  sections  as  above  proposed. 

Taking  as  our  first  illustration  the  transverse  line  marked  out  by 
the  road  leading  through  Dranesvills  to  Leeshurg,  comprising  a 
breadth  of  upwards  of  fourteen  miles,  we  find  the  middle  second- 
ary and  igneous  rocks  to  occur  in  the  following  succession : 

Iinmeid lately  west  of  the  small  ridge  on  which  Draneititte  stands 
and  which  is  composed  of  micaceous  slates,  we  meet  with  the  red 
sandstone  of  the  middle  secondary,  consisting  of  layers  alternately 
hard  and  soft  and  including  some  conglomerate.  This  continues 
alternating  with  greenish  slabby  sandstone  and  red  shale,  as  far  as 
Broad  run.  Many  of  the  beds  presented  in  this  interval  are  of 
sufficient  firmness  and  durability  to  be  used  in  architecture,  and  have 
accordingly  been  employed  in  constructing  the  bridge  over  Sugar- 
land  creek.  The  greenish  sandstone  is  of  a  variety  met  with  at 
numerous  other  localities,  being  remarkable  for  containing  the  re- 
mains of  vegetable  stems  converted  into  coaly  matter,  and  coated  in 
places  with  green  carbonate  of  copper,  the  rock  itselif  also  present- 
ing thin  films  and  disseminated  particles  of  this  substance.  At 
Broad  run,  occurs  an  extensive  dyke  of  Greenstone  Trap  crossing 
the  stream  obliquely,  with  a  bearing  or  course  of  NNW.  and  a  dip 
of  sixty  degrees  to  WSW.  At  the  eastern  end  of  the  bridge,  it 
rises  like  a  great  wall,  spontaneously  dividing  into  layers  from  one 
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to  two  feet  in  thickness,  and  presenting  at  the  first  glance  the  as- 
pect of  a  hard  Sandstone  or  Gneiss.  Its  width  is  about  150  yards, 
and  on  the  western  side  it  displays  the  usual  tendency  to  the  globu- 
lar form.  Beyond  this,  with  some  reddish  slate,  we  have  grey  and 
ash  coloured  slaty  sandstone;  and  about  a  mile  before  reaching 
Goose  creek,  we  come  upon  another  range  of  green  stone,  beyond 
which  we  are  again  presented  with  the  reddish  and  light  coloured 
shales  and  sandstones.  At  Goose  creek,  the  green  stone  is  re- 
peated, forming  a  broad  dyke  running  N.  a  little  W.  and  nearly  ver- 
tical, and  in  about  a  fourth  of  a  mile  further  on  we  have  another 
dyke  of  the  same  material,  about  20  yards  in  width,  rising  abruptly 
on  the  south  side  of  the  road  like  a  solid  wall.  Between  the  two 
dykes  last  mentioned  the  sandstone  gives  striking  evidences  of  al- 
teration, presenting  itself  as  a  hard,  compact,  fine-grained  rock,  of  a 
mottled  and  grey  aspect,  at  first  view  bearing  some  resemblance  to 
a  green  stone.  It  also  exhibits  a  jointed  structure  conforming  to 
that  of  the  igneous  masses  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  obliterating 
its  original  stratification.  Beyond  this  we  have  altered  sandstones 
and  shales,  with  green  stone,  to  Leeshurg,  Within  the  town  is  a 
small  range  of  green  stone,  and  in  various  directions  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood are  abundant  exposures  of  the  conglomerate.  The  latter 
rock  is  characterized  in  this  part  of  the  tract,  as  formerly  men- 
tioned, by  the  large  proportion  of  limestone  pebbles  it  contains,  as 
well  as  the  amount  of  calcareous  matter  diffused  through  the  mate- 
rial by  which  they  are  cemented  together.  At  Col.  Shreeve\  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  from  the  town,  in  a  southern  direction,  it  is  so  rich 
in  carbonate  of  lime  as  to  be  quarried  and  burnt  as  a  limestone,  af- 
fording a  lime  well  suited  for  building  and  agricultural  purposes. 

Tiding  as  another  illustrative  section,  the  line  of  the  turnpike 
road  leading  from  Fairfax  courthouse  to  Aldie^  we  leave  the  red 
micaceous  slates  of  the  primary  region  about  four  and  a  half  miles 
westward  of  the  courthouse,  and  immediately  enter  upon  the  mid- 
dle secondary  tract.  The  rocks  here  are  red  sandstones,  of  moder- 
ately fine  grain,  in  compact  layers  of  sufiicient  hardness  and  durabil- 
ity to  be  vduable  in  building.  These  continue. for  some  distance, 
occasionally  alternating  with  red  shales  and  brownish  sandstones ; 
and  at  about  six  miles  from  the  courthouse  we  meet  with  the  green- 
ish sandstone  containing  vegetable  stems  converted  into  coal,  which, 
as  well  as  the  rock  itself,  is  sometimes  stained  by  carbonate  of  cop- 
per. Next  we  meet  with  a  small  dyke  of  greenstone  Trap.  Thence 
we  pass  to  red  and  brown  micaceous  sandstones  of  fine  grain,  and 
these,  with  occasional  beds  of  similar  colour  but  coarser  texture,  to- 
gether with  several  small  ranges  of  green,  occupy  the  next  four 
miles.  The  rocks  are  now  observed  to  become  more  soft  and  shaly, 
and  continue  with  this  character  until  within  about  three  and  a  half 
miles  of  Aldiej  when  we  meet  with  the  coarse  conglomerate  usually 
found  near  the  western  margin  of  the  tract.  Beyond  this,  we  have 
the  red  sandstone  again  for  a  short  space,  then  a  range  of  globular 
greenstone,  followed  by  soft  red  shales,  containing  hard  layers  of 
sandstone;  after  which,  occur  two  more  ridges  of  greenstone,  with 
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a  small  interval  occupied  by  soft  red  and  green  sbales ;  and  finally, 
a  width  of  abont  one  hundred  yards  of  these  shales  form  the  west- 
ern margin  of  the  middle  secondary  about  one  fourth  part  of  a  mile 
east  of  Aldie. 

Referring  next  to  a  section  in  the  line  connecting  Elkton  and 
WarrentoTiy  still  beginning  our  observations  at  the  eastern  bound- 
ary, we  find  at  the  former  point  associated  with  the  red,  brown  and 
grey  sandstones,  a  dense  slaty  sandstone  of  an  olive  green  colour, 
smoothly  laminated  and  of  remarkably  fine  grain.  These  red, 
brown  and  grey  rocks  continue  for  about  one  mile,  when  we  come 
upon  a  range  of  green  stone  running  north  and  south,  two  hun- 
dred yards  in  width.  This  rock  is  coarse,  consisting  of  greenish 
Hornblende  and  white  Felspar,  both  quite  distinct,  and  the  latter  in 
some  specimens  so  abundant,  as  to  give  the  mass  the  appearance  of 
a  Sienite.  Beyond  this,  the  sandstone  is  dark  green  ana  slaty,  bear- 
ing marks  of  having  suffered  some  alteration  from  its  proximity  to 
the  igneous  mass.  This  is  succeeded  by  red  shale,  which  soon  gives 
place  to  another  range  of  green  stone  much  decomposed  and  weath- 
ering in  the  globular  concentric  form.  We  now  have  green  slaty 
sandstone  followed  by  red  sandstone  and  red  shale,  which  with  the 
addition  of  another  small  range  of  green  stone  occupy  the  remain- 
der of  the  distance  to  Germantoicn^  (Shumate's)  near  Licking  run. 
Here  we  are  presented  with  the  igneous  rocks  on  a  more  extensive 
scale,  not  in  the  form  of  a  regular  dyke  or  ridge,  but  as  a  number 
of  protruding  knobs  or  short  ranges  sometimes  seen  to  coalesce 
with  one  another.  The  rftck  displays  much  variety  of  composition 
at  different  points.  Towards  its  western  edge  it  consists  of  globu- 
lar concretionary  masses  of  a  dull  greenish  colour,  embedded  in  a 
paste  of  similar  aspect  and  composition.  It  here  contains  nodules 
of  Chalcedony,  enclosing  crystals  of  Quartz,  some  of  the  Chalced- 
ony being  disposed  in  numerous  layers  slightly  varying  in  colour 
and  thus  forming  a  species  of  Agate.  From  this  onwards  the  red 
sandstone  and  shale,  with  occasional  bands  of  greyish  and  greenish 
sandstone,  continue  to  within  four  mUes  of  Warrenton^  where  the 
igneous  rock  again*  appears  in  considerable  force,  crossing  the  road 
seemingly  in  detached  ledges  for -a  distance  of  half  a  mile.  Termi- 
nating on  the  east  side  of  Turkey  run,  it  is  followed  by  a  narrow 
strip  of  the  red  sandstone  on  the  opposite  bank,  which  here  forms 
the  western  margin  of  the  middle  secondary  rocks,  about  three  and 
a  half  miles  from  Warrenton. 

As  indicating  the  character  and  succession  of  the  strata  still 
more  towards  the  south,  an  oblique  section  passing  from  the  east- 
ern margin  near  the  Fork  meeting-house,  through  Stevenshurg  to 
Fairfax  {Gulpeper  courthouse),  will  serve  to  complete  the  illustra- 
tions on  this  head,  as  far  as  they  can  with  propriety  be  presented  at 
this  time.  Commencing  at  the  point  above  mentioned,  which  is 
about  six  miles  eastward  of  Stetensburgj  after  quitting  the  mica- 
ceous and  other  primary  slates,  we  come  upon  the  red  shales  of  the 
middle  secondary.  These  are  soon  followed  by  greenish  and  bluish 
slates,  fine  grained,  compact  and  hard,  and  separating  in  slabs  suit- 
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able  for  bnilding.  To  these  succeed  red  shales  and  sandstones,  gen- 
erally of  tine  texture,  with  which  are  associated  bluish  and  greenish 
sandstones  and  shales,  frequently  calcareous,  and  id  some  layers 
consisting  of  shot-like  grains,  containing  a  marked  amount  of  car- 
bonate of  lime,  and  slightly  filmed  with  green  carbonate  of  cop- 
per. Within  about  one  and  a  half  niUes  of  Stevensburg  wo  encoun- 
ter a  dyke  of  green  stone,  of  the  variety  commonly  called  Iron 
stone,  of  coarse  grain  and  great  hardness,  and  separating  in  large 
spheroidal  masses.  Adjoining  this,  the  shale  is  of  a  greenish  or 
olive  hue,  and  greatly  indurated.  Similar  altered  rocks  continue 
for  most  of  the  distance  to  Steoentiburg,  presenting  in  some  of  their 
layers  spots  and  distinct  concretions  of  semi-crystalline  matter ^f  a 
lighter  colour  than  the  enclosing  mass— evincing,  even  more  strik- 
ingly than  the  increased  hardness  and  heaviness  of  the  rock,  the 
modifying  agency  of  igneous  causes.  Proceeding  westwards,  we 
have  frequent  alternations  of  bluish  and  red  shales,  as  far  as  George" 
toum,  before  reaching  which,  and  just  opposite  the  foot  of  Mount 
Poney,  we  meet  with  the  anomaly  of  a  northeastern  dip  among 
these  rocks.  Beyond  Georgetown  the  shale,  continuing  its  eastern 
dip,  exhibits  striking  marks  of  alteration,  having  nearly  the  hard- 
ness of  Homstone,  being  specked  with  semi-crystalline  matter,  and 
BO  intersected  with  joints  as  almost  to  obliterate  its  stratification. 
This  is  soon  followed  by  heavy  beds  of  conglomerate,  chiefly  made 
up  of  huge  nebbles,  sometimes  six  inches  in  diameter,  consisting  of 
Epidotic,  Chloritic  and  other  rocks  of  the  primary  region,  embedded 
in  reddish  shaly  matter.  These  alternating  with  red  shale  and 
sandstone  continue  to  the  courthouse. 

In  connection  with  these  details,  it  is  proper  to  mention  that 
similar  marks  of  alteration  from  igneous  causes,  are  observed  in 
nearly  all  the  middle  secondary  rocks  lying  in  the  tract  between 
Fairfax  and  Racoon  ford.  Indeed,  in  many  instances,  their  semi- 
crystalline  texture,  density,  dark  olive  green  colour,  and  tendency 
to  vertical  cleavage,  and  something  approaching  to  columnar  form, 
give  them  at  first  view  the  aspect  of  some  of  the  igneous  rocks  to 
whose  agency  they  are  no  doubt  indebted  for  the  curious  modifica- 
tions they  have  sustained. 

In  alluding  to  the  contents  of  the  middle  secondary  strata  in  the 
various  sections  briefly  described  above,  mention  has  been  made  of 
the  occasional  occurrence  of  coaly  matter  and  of  an  ore  of  copper 
among  them.  In  several  localities  the  former  has  been  met  with, 
associated  with  a  black  wafery  slate,  having  much  the  appearance 
of  the  shales  often  found  adjacent  to  seams  or  beds  of  coal.  This 
fact,  taken  in  connection  with  the  general  resemblance  of  the  mid- 
dle secondary  strata  to  those  accompanying  coal  in  other  regions, 
has  given  rise  to  the  opinion  that  valuable  deposits  of  that  sub- 
stance are  to  be  found  among  these  rocks,  and  has  led  to  explora- 
tions by  means  of  diggings  at  various  points  where,  from  the  dark 
colour  and  bituminous  character  of  the  slates,  the  object  sought  for 
was  thought  most  likely  to  be  concealed.  In  regard  to  this  expec- 
tation, I  feel  called  upon  to  remark,  that  after  much  careful  ob- 
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seryation,  at  the  points  where  openings  have  been  made,  as  well  as 
elsewhere  among  analogous  strata,  and  after  an  attentive  inspection 
of  the  middle  secondary  rocks  throughout  the  entire  tract,  I  see  no 
ground  whatever  for  anticipating  the  discovery  of  any  true  coal 
seam  within  its  limits,  and  that,  as  in  the  case  of  the  southern 
tracts  referred  to  in  my  report  of  la.*t  year,  the  coaly  matter  occa- 
sionally associated  with  these  rocks,  is  contained  in  them  only  as 
derived  from  the  vegetable  remains  scattered  through  some  of  the 
layers,  or  as  films  or  thin  seams  of  merely  local  extent. 

Hopes  not  less  sanguine  than  those  above  alluded  to,  have  like- 
wise been  excited  by  the  existence  of  the  carbonate  and  other  com- 
pounds of  copper  in  the  shales  at  several  localities,  and  mining 
enterprises  of  no  inconsiderable  extent  have  been  undertaken  to 
explore  the  strata  for  these  materials.  But  at  none  of  the  openings 
thus  made,  and  in  no  parts  of  the  middle  secondary  tract  where  the 
ores  of  this  metal  have  been  met  with,  have  they  presented  them- 
selves in  sufficient  quantity  or  in  proper  form  for  advantageous  min- 
ing. Besides  the  green  carbonate  already  mentioned  as  of  frequent 
occurrence  in  the  shape  of  films  and  specks,  often  associated  with 
vegetable  impressions,  and  contained  in  calcareous  shales,  the  phos- 

Ehate  and  Bulphuret  have  also  been  met  with  at  several  localities, 
ut  though  sometimes  in  sufficient  amount  to  furnish  cabinet  speci- 
mens of  great  beauty,  the  diffused  condition  in  which  they  have 
thus  far  always  presented  themselves,  furnishes  no  reasonable 
ground  for  the  hope  of  meeting  with  thorn  in  a  regular  vein  or  de- 
posit, likely  to  be  of  economical  value. 


CHAPTER  VL 

EASTEBir  DTVISTOir  OF  THE  SOUTUERN  PRIMARY  DISTRICT  Am> 
THE  COAL  FIELDS  OF  CHESTERFIELD,  POWHATAN,  GOOCHLAND 
AND  HENRICO  COUNTIES. 

Our  observations  in  the  portion  of  the  primary  region  lying 
south  of  the  James  river,  not  previously  explored,  were  conducted 
by  means  of  numerous  transverse  sections,  extending  from  the  east- 
em  boundary  of  the  primary  rocks  to  a  line  passing  through  Cum- 
herlandy  Prince  Edward,  Charlotte  and  Halifax  courthouses,  this 
line  marking  the  general  eastern  limit  of  the  explorations  of  preced- 
ing seasons.  Combining  with  these  the  exammations  made  at  in- 
tervening points,  and  connecting  the  whole  of  the  results  thus 
obtained  with  the  minute  Investigations  of  former  seasons  in  the 
western  division  of  the  southern  primary  tract,  we  are  furnished 
with  all  the  materials  necessary  for  forming  as  correct  a  picture  as 
need  be  desired  of  the  geology  of  this  widely  extended  area. 

As  an  important  part  of  our  observations  in  the  district  under 
consideration,  and  in  that  adjacent  to  it  on  the  north,  some  time 
was  devoted  to  the  determination  of  the  boundaries  of  the  coal  re- 
gion in  Cheiterjield  and  Powhatan  counties,  and  of  its  counterpart 
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on  the  nOiih  aide  of  the  river  in  Henrico  and  Qoochland  counties,  as 
well  as  of  the  small  tract  lying  more  towards  the  northeast,  formerly 
referred  to  as  the  Dry  run  basin ;  and  in  addition  to  these  observa- 
tions, chiefly  confined  to  the  margin  of  the  areas  occupied  by  the 
coal-bearing  rocks,  several  sections  were  made  across  Uiese  tracts, 
and  various  details  collected  in  regard  to  the  workings  now  in  prog- 
ress, not  previously  obtained. 

Omitting  at  this  time  a  particular  account  of  these  observations, 
as  being  for  the  most  part  unintelligible  without  the  aid  of  a  geo- 
lo^cal  map  and  sections,  I  propose  first,  to  describe  briefly  the 
course  of  several  of  the  more  important  lines  of  section  explored  in 
the  region  on  the  south  side  of  James  river — stating  in  few  words 
the  prevailing  characters  of  the  rocks  exposed ;  and  secondly,  to 
trace  the  outlines  of  the  coal  districts  with  as  near  an  approach  to 
accuracy  as  can  be  attained  by  referring  to  the  state  man. 

The  first  section  commences  at  Falling  creek  on  the  Buckingham 
road,  and  extends  by  Powhatan  courthouse  to  Cumberland  court- 
house. The  first  eight  miles  nearly  of  this  distance  is  across  the 
coid  field,  presenting  therefore  no  rocks  but  the  sandstones,  grits 
and  slates  of  the  coal  measures.  Beyond  this,  we  have  numerous 
alternations  of  Gneiss,  Granite,  Sienite,  Hornblende  Slate,  Horn- 
blende Gneiss,  with  occasional  beds  or  dykes  of  Trap,  and  veins  and 
beds  of  Quartz.  The  dip,  among  the  stratified  masses,  towards  the 
southeast,  and  generally  at  a  high  angle.  This  connects  with  a 
section  previously  constructed,  from  Cumberland  courthouse  through 
MayevilUj  Warminster  and  LovingUm^  to  the  western  side  of  the 
Blue  Ridge  at  Tye  river  gap. 

The  second  section  extends  from  Peterdmrg^  by  Amelia  court- 
house to  about  three  miles  beyond  Ligontoum  on  the  Appomattox 
river.  This  line  of  observation,  lying  a  little  south  of  the  southern 
end  of  the  coal  field,  is  at  the  mouth  of  Winticomack  creek,  does 
not  contain  any  of  the  coal  rocks,  but  displays  a  broad  band  of  pri- 
mary slates  a  Uttle  east  of  what  would  liave  been  the  extension  of 
the  coal  field.  In  other  respects  the  rocks  presented  along  the  sec- 
tion agree  in  general  character  with  tliose  of  the  preceding. 

The  third  section  commences  at  a  point  on  the  Petersburg  and 
Roanoke  rail-road,  about  ten  miles  south  of  Petersburg^  and  passing 
through  Dinmddie  courthouse  and  Nottoway  courthouse,  terminates 
at  Prince  Edward  courthouse.  The  rocks  chiefly  met  with  are 
Gneiss,  Sienite,  Hornblende,  Slate  and  Trap,  together  with  the  ex- 
tension of  the  band  of  primary  slates  noticed  m  the  last  section, 
which  is  here  contracted  to  a  much  less  width. 

This  connects  itself  with  a  section  previously  formed,  extending 
from  Prince  Edward  courthouse  throu^  Amherst  courthouse,  and 
over  Long  mountain  to  the  Blue  Ridge. 

The  fourth  section  extends  from  Bellfield  on  the  Meherrin  river, 
through  Bruntwiek  and  Lunenburg  courthouses  to  Charlotte  court- 
house. The  chief  peculiarities  presented  in  this  line,  are  the  in- 
creasing abundance  of  the  Hornblende  Slates  and  Hornblende  Gneiss, 
the  occurrence  of  Chlorite,  associated  with  numerous  bands  of 
21 
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Quartz  towards  its  western  termination,  and  the  entire  disappear- 
ance of  the  belt  of  primary  slates  towards  the  east.  This  section 
nnites  with  a  previons  line  of  observation  extending  from  CharlotU 
coarthonso  through  Campbell  courthouse,  JVVtr  London  and  L^terty^ 
and  terminating  in  the  valley  beyond  Buford's  gap. 

The  fifth  section  commences  at  Belljteld^  and  extends  through 
Boydton  to  AlibyvilU  on  the  Staunton  river.  The  most  marked 
peculiarity  observed  in  this  line  is  the  increase  of  Ghloritic  and  Tal- 
cose  matter  in  the  rocks  observed  between  Boydton  and  Staunton 
river,  and  the  occurrence  of  beds  thus  impregnated,  of  a  quality  ad- 
mitting of  their  being  wrought  as  a  variety  of  soapstone. 

The  sixth  section  extends  from  Weldon  in  North  Carolina 
through  Ridgway  and  ClarJurille  to  Halifax  courthouse.  On  this 
line,  the  greenish  Ghloritic  and  Talcose  rocks  are  largely  expanded 
between  Eidgway  and  Clarhsville.  The  Roanoke  exposes  in  its 
course  extensive  and  valuable  bodies  of  Sienite  and  Homblendic,  as 
well  as  Felspathic  Gneiss,  furnishing  excellent  building  materials, 
which  have  attracted  attention  and  are  worthy  of  being  extensively 
wrought.  This  section,  terminating  at  Halifax  courthouse,  unites 
there  with  a  previous  line  of  observation,  extending  through  Com- 
petition and  Roehy  Mount  in  Pittsylvania  and  Franklin  counties  to 
the  Blue  Ridge  near  the  Bont  mountain. 

In  the  detailed  profiles  of  these  and  other  sections  now  in  prog- 
ress of  construction,  the  several  important  bands  of  rock  will  be 
Ijud  down  in  their  prd))er  order  and  proportion,  and  with  their  ob- 
served dips,  so  as,  in  connection  witn  lateral  observations,  to  con- 
vey a  more  faithful  representation  of  the  geological  structure  of 
this  region  than  would  be  practicable  by  any  amount  of  merely  ver- 
bal detail. 

Proceeding  now  to  a  compendious  sketch  of  the  outlines  of  the 
coal  regions  lying  in  ChesterJUld,  Powhatan^  Henrico  and  OoochhnI 
counties,  we  may  commence  our  tracing  on  the  southern  bank  of 
the  James  river,  a  little  west  of  the  United  States  arsenal.  From 
this  point  it  extends  in  an  irregular  line,  having  a  general  direction 
nearly  due  south  to  the  Ghesterfield  turnpike,  which  it  crosses  about 
two  hundred  yards  west  of  Falling  creek  and  near  the  well  known 
Black  Heath  pits.  Hence  continuing  nearly  in  the  same  direction, 
and  maintaining  a  course  a  little  east  of  the  road  leading  from  the 
pits,  south  to  the  Genito  road,  and  passing  through  the  western 
part  of  St.  Leger  farm,  it  crosses  Swift  creek  a  short  distance  be- 
low the  mouth  of  Dry  creek.  Continuing  in  this  direction  and  a 
little  east  of  Dry  creek  for  a  short  distance,  it  now  bends  around  to 
a  more  westwardly  course,  and  striking  the  creek  near  its  head  is 
prolonged  in  a  line  about  8.  2**  W.,  which  runs  east  of  Winterpock 
creek,  until  within  about  half  a  mile  of  the  Petersburg  and  BeviPs 
bridge  road  where  it  crosses  it,  and  maintaining  nearly  the  same 
course  strikes  the  Appomattox  river  about  one  mile  above  Eppes's 
falls. 

From  this  point  the  boundary  of  the  coal  rocks  coincides  with 
the  course  of  the  river  as  far  as  Winticomack  creek,  little  or  no  in- 
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dications  of  tLese  rocks  beiog  met  with  on  the  soath  side.  At  the 
month  of  Winticomack  and  for  a  very  short  distance  np  the  stream 
a  smidl  patch  of  them  is  seen,  bnt  unassociated  with  coaL  Now 
abmptlj  turning  to  the  northwest  and  following  very  nearly  the 
course  of  the  river,  the  boundary  line  strikes  very  obliquely  across 
and  is  marked  by  primary  rocks  about  one  mile  below  Bevil's 
bridge,  whence  it  passes  to  the  mouth  of  Sappony  creek  and  follows 
the  course  of  the  river  to  near  Goode's  bridge,  presenting  one  or 
two  small  patches  of  the  coal  rocks  on  the  south  side.  From  this 
point,  assuming  a  course  nearly  due  north,  it  crosses  the  road  from 
ColesmiUe  to  Qenito^  about  half  a  mile  east  of  Skinquarter  creek, 
and  continuing  a  little  east  of  that  creek,  crosses  the  road  from 
Chesterfield  courthouse  to  GenitOy  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
stream.  Thence  it  is  extended  so  as  to  intersect  Swift  creek  about 
one  mile  below  the  road  from  Qenito  to  the  main  Buelingham  road, 
and  crosses  the  latter  about  half  a  mile  east  of  their  junction.  From 
this,  it  bends  more  eastwardly,  pursuing  the  Dittoway  branch  of 
Jones's  creek,  and  then  the  creek  itself  for  some  distance,  it  crosses 
the  James  river  in  a  line  east  of  northeast,  passing  on  the  north  side 
by  Dover  church  and  intersecting  the  broad  branch  of  Tuckahoe  creek 
a  short  distance  above  its  mouth.  Continued  thence,  it  intersects 
the  Three  Chopped  road  a  little  east  of  Big  Tuckalioe  creek  and 
rounds  off  in  the  triangle  formed  by  the  Manakintown  ferry  road, 
the  Pounce's  Tract  road  and  the  Three  Chopped  road.  Now  re- 
orossing  the  last  named  road  about  half  a  mile  east  of  Little  Tucka- 
hoe creek  and  intersecting  the  Main  Tuckahoe  near  Woodward's 
pits,  it  continues  to  the  James  river,  which  it  strikes  opposite  to  the 
point  at  which  the  tracing  commenced.  The  length  of  this  area 
from  its  most  northern  to  its  most  southern  termination  is  about 
thirty  miles.    Its  greatest  breadth  about  eight  miles. 

In  the  outline  as  above  sketched,  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  small 
outlying  basins  on  the  eastern  margin  of  the  field  in  Chesterfield  or 
of  the  narrow  prong  of  coal  measures  lying  west  of  Jones's  creek  on 
the  south  side,  and  west  of  Sampson's  hill  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river.  This  prong  presenting  itself  as  a  very  narrow  and  shallow 
basin  on  the  north  side,  extending  but  a  short  distance  from  the 
river,  coalesces  with  the  main  basin  on  Dittoway  branch  and  the 
upper  part  of  Jones's  creek,  the  ridge  of  primary  rock  by  which  it 
is  cut  off  gradually  flattening  down  as  it  extends  southwardly.  In  a 
similar  manner,  several  other  ridges  of  primary  rock  entering  the 
basin  near  its  northern  margin,  divide  it  into  a  number  of  small  di- 
verging branches,  each  of  which  has  its  proper  boundary,  bnt  all,  by 
tlie  flattening  of  these  ridges,  coalescing  not  far  from  the  general 
outline  above  laid  down.  The  shape  and  manner  of  connection  of 
these  branches  with  the  main  field,  as  well  as  the  form  and  position 
of  the  small  outlying  basins,  can  only  be  made  apparent  by  a  prop- 
erly constructed  map. 

Nearly  opposite  to  the  extreme  northern  part  of  this  coal  field, 
and  separated  by  about  three  miles  of  primary  rocks,  lies  the  small 
coal  tract,  known  as  the  Springfield  and  Deep  Run  bas:n.     It  is 


484 

about  two  miles  in  length  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width,  its 
most  south  era  termination  being  near  Deep  Run  church,  its  most 
northern  a  short  distance  south  of  Chiokahominj  river. 


CHAPTER  VII. 
OPERATIONS  IN  TEE  GREAT  WESTERN  COAL  REGION. 

Section  I. 
General  Sketch  of  the  Region  explored. 

In  presenting  the  following  brief  sketch  of  our  operations  dar- 
ing the  past  season,  in  the  great  western  coal  region,  it  may  be 
well  to  remind  the  reader  of  the  general  features  of  this  extensive 
tract,  as  described  in  my  report  of  last  year,  and  to  recur  to  the 
several  groups  of  strata,  which,  according  to  a  regular  order  of 
superposition,  present  themselves  in  successive  zones  upon  its  sur- 
face. Bearing  in  mind  that  this  region  forms  a  part  of  a  vast  basin 
of  ooal-bearing  rocks,  whose  eastern  margin  entering  our  state  from 
Pennsylvania^  passes  entirely  across  it  into  Kentucky  and  Tenjieeeee^ 
it  will  at  once  be  obvious  that  the  lowest  of  the  series  of  strata 
which  it  includes,  however  deeply  buried  by  the  incumbent  rocks 
towards  the  centre  of  the  area,  must  make  their  appearance  upon 
its  surface  throughout  a  zone  of  greater  or  less  width  lying  immedi- 
ately within  the  boundary  of  the  basin,  and  that  groups  successively 
higher  and  higher  in  the  series  will  be  brought  to  view  in  zones 
lying  still  more  towards  its  interior.  The  general  northwestern  dip 
of  the  strata  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  great  basin  from  the  Penn" 
syUania  to  the  KentV4ihy  line,  and  their  southwardly  dip  to  ward- 
its  northern  extremity,  indicate  the  direction  in  which  lines  of  ob- 
servation should  be  chosen  best  suited  to  develop  the  various  strata 
comprised  in  each  of  the  great  groups,  while  they  evince  the  impor- 
tance of  the  natural  sections  formed  by  tlie  Great  and  Little  Kana- 
wha, the  Sandy  and  other  westwardly  flowing  streams,  as  well  as  of 
the  Ohio  river  throughout  its  entire  course  along  the  western  bounds 
ary  of  the  state. 

Examinations  made  along  these  lines,  as  well  as  shorter  sections, 
together  with  extensive  longitudinal  tracings  of  particular  seams  of 
coal  and  their  accompanying  rocks,  have  shown  that  the  series  of 
strata  by  which  this  vast  surface  is  overspread,  observing  a  regular 
order  of  superposition,  naturally  arrange  themselves  into  four  great 
groups.  The  first  or  lowest  of  these  groups,  resting  on  the  coarse 
sandstone  or  conglomerate  of  formation  XII.  described  in  former 
reports  as  constituting  the  floor  upon  which  the  coal  measures  are 
outspread,  containing  several  seams  of  coal,  of  which  generally  one, 
and  sometimes  two  or  three  are  of  sufficient  extent  to  be  of  great 
economical  importance,  may  be  designated  as  the  Lower  coal  group. 
Occupying  the  zone  next  to  the  margin  of  the  basin,  it  is  sometimes. 
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as  on  the  E'nnawha  above  Oharleatariy  expanded  over  a  wide  area 
by  broad  undulations  of  the  strata,  and  sometimes,  as  along  the 
western  flank  of  Laurel  Hill,  made  to  disappear  at  no  great  distance 
within  the  basin  by  the  uninterrupted  and  somewhat  rapid  dip  of 
the  strata  towards  the  northwest.  The  rocks  comprehended  in  this 
group,  with  the  exception  of  the  shales  and  slates  immediately  asso- 
ciated with  the  coal  seams,  are,  for  the  most  part,  coarse  micaceous 
sandstones  of  a  grey  and  light  brownish  colour,  composing  thick 
and  massive  layers,  but  little  blended  with  softer  shaly  strata — with 
these  are  associated  beds  of  limestone  and  the  most  important  seams 
of  iron  ore  met  with  in  the  coal  measures. 

Next  above,  we  have  a  series  of  strata  comprising  reddish  and 
bluish  shales  and  slates,  and  grey,  bluish  and  brown  micaceous  sand* 
stones,  destitute  of  coal,  or  containing  very  thin  seams  of  local  ex- 
tent. Beds  of  limestone,  sometimes  numerous  and  important,  are 
also  included  in  this  group,  and  the  black  flint  described  in  my  re- 
port of  last  year  as  marking  the  upper  boundary  of  the  lower  coal 
series  on  the  Great  Kanawha,  is  found  towards  its  base.  This  may 
be  caUed  the  Lower  shale  and  sandstone  group. 

Still  higher  in  the  series,  and  occupying  a  zone  still  more  re- 
moved from  the  margia  of  the  basin,  we  have  a  group  consisting  of 
grey,  brownish  and  greenish  micaceous  sandstones,  reddish  and 
greenish  shales,  and  beds  of  limestone,  in  some  districts  of  great 
thickness,  together  with  several  seams  of  coal,  and  more  especially 
the  great  seam  which  shows  itself  so  extensively  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Pittsburg^  Wheeling^  Uniontown^  Morgantown^  Clarksburg,  Po- 
cotalico  creek  and  other  points  in  our  coal  region  hereafter  to  be 
noticed. 

To  this  series  of  strata  we  may  give  the  name  of  the  Upper  coal 
group.  Resting  upon  this  we  find  an  extensive  series  of  rocks  con- 
sisting of  grey  micaceous  and  felspathic  sandstones,  together  with 
reddish  and  greenish  shales,  more  or  less  calcareous,  and  containing 
occasionally  thin  beds  of  limestone,  but  entirely  destitute  of  coal. 
This  overspreading  the  central  portions  of  the  basin,  comprises  the 
highest  strata  of  our  great  western  coal  measures,  and  may  be  termed 
the  Upper  shale  and  sandstone  group. 

Directing  our  observations  to  the  systematic  tracing  of  these 
several  groups,  with  the  view  of  defining,  as  nearly  as  practicable, 
the  zones  of  surface  over  which  they  are  spread  out,  and  pursuing, 
from  point  to  point,  the  more  important  seams  of  coal  or  strata  of 
limestone,  or  other  valuable  materials  met  with  in  the  respective 
groups,  our  operations  during  the  past  season,  conducted  by  means 
of  sections  and  longitudinal  tracings  were  extended  over  a  wide 
area,  portions  of  which  had  not  been  hitherto  explored,  comprising 
chiefly  the  following  districts: 

First, — The  valley  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  from  the  falls  to  Point 
Pleasant,  with  a  portion  of  the  region  lying  towards  the  southwest 
as  far  as  the  valley  of  Big  Sandy. 

Second.— The  valley  of  the  Little  Kanawha,  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Bulltown  to  Parkersburg,  on  the  Ohio. 
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Third. — A  large  portion  of  the  regSoii  lying  between  tbe  Little 
Kanawha  and  the  Pennsylvania  line,  including  the  valley  of  the  Mo- 
nongalia as  high  np  as  the  neighbourhood  of  Clarh^mrg. 

Fourth, — The  valley  of  the  Ohio  river  from  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  the  state  to  the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy  at  the  Ken  tacky 
line. 

In  the  northwestern  district,  as  well  as  the  valley  of  the  Ohio 
and  Great  Kanawha  rivers,  our  observations,  as  far  as  they  were 
extended,  were  in  general  carried  on  with  all  the  minuteness  requi- 
site for  the  economical  and  scientific  purposes  of  the  survey ;  but  in 
the  valley  of  the  Little  Kanawha,  and  the  neighbouring  regions  on 
both  sides,  and  in  the  tract  lying  between  the  Great  Kanawha  and 
Bandy,  they  were  of  a  cursory  or  preliminary  nature,  being  designed 
as  a  basis  for  the  more  thorough  exploration  of  the  ensuing  season. 

Dispensing  with  a  detailed  account  of  the  various  results  of  our 
investigations  iu  these  several  quarters  of  the  great  coal  region,  I 
shall  confine  myself  to  a  brief  description  of  the  several  str&ta  com- 

Srised  in  the  three  lower  and  more  important  of  the  groups  above 
efined,  in  the  order  in  which  they  occur. 
First — In  a  section  extending  from  the  commencement  of  the 
coal  measures  on  the  west  side  of  Laurel  Hill  in  a  northwestwardly 
direction  to  the  lower  strata  of  the  upper  group ;  and 

Secondly. — ^In  a  section  along  the  Ohio  river  from  the  northern 
extremity  of  Brooke  county,  the  most  northern  point  of  the  state,  to 
the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy  river  at  the  Kentucky  line. 

Section  II. 

Strata  comprised  in  the  Three  Lower  Groups  as  displayed  in  a  Sec- 
tion across  the  Monongalia  Valley, 

The  following  section,  exhibiting  in  detail  the  various  beds  of  rock 
and  coal  seams,  included  in  the  three  lower  groups  above  described, 
comprises  the  results  of  a  continuous  series  of  observations,  com- 
mencing at  the  western  base  of  Laurel  Hill,  following  the  course  of 
Decker^s  creek  to  its  mouth,  thence  pursuing  the  Monongalia  river 
to  the  mouth  of  Scott's  run,  and  continuing  up  the  run  to  the  ter- 
mination of  the  section. 

As  remarked  in  my  report  of  last  year,  the  anticlinal  arrange- 
ment of  the  rocks  in  Laurel  Hill  brings  to  view,  towards  its  top, 
and  in  the  deep  channels  of  the  streams  by  which  it  is  intersected, 
rocks  subjacent  in  geological  order  to  the  lowest  of  the  coal  meas- 
ures, and  appertaining  to  formations  XI.  and  XII.  of  the  Appalachi- 
an series.  Along  the  natural  section  formed  by  Decker's  creek  in 
its  passage  through  the  mountain,  the  broad  arch  of  these  rocks 
may  be  distinctly  traced,  presenting  near  the  centre  the  sandstones 
and  limestones  of  XL,  and  towards  the  flanks  of  the  ridges,  the 
sandstones  and  conglomerates  of  XII. 

Omitting  for  the  present,  any  notice  of  the  former,  of  which  as 
occurring  in  this  and  the  parallel  axes  towards  the  east,  some  de- 
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tails  were  presented  in  my  last  report,  I  will  commence  the  account 
of  the  section  now  proposed  to  be  described  with  formation  XII. 

FORMATION  XII. 

This  consists  of  a  coarse  siliceous  sandstone,  parts  of  which  are 
conglomeritic,  the  pebbles  being  small  and  not  namerous.  It  is  of 
a  grey  and  greyish  white  coloar,  is  compact  and  not  easily  broken, 
and  contains  some  felspathic  sand. 

This  rock  forms  the  superior  part  of  the  Laurel  Hill  axis,  and  in 
the  line  of  the  present  section,  is  folded  entirely  over  the  mountain, 
disappearing  below  the  bed  of  the  creek  on  the  eastern  side,  a  little 
above  the  falls,  and  on  the  western  a  little  below  Gooseman's 
bridge.  At  the  falls  it  is  well  exposed,  dipping  towards  the  south- 
east, and  forming  a  natural  dam,  which  causes  still  water  in  the  nar- 
row channel  for  some  distance  above,  and  it  is  also  seen  rising  in 
heavy  ledges  along  the  flank  of  the  mountaio,  to  a  considerable 
height  above  the  stream.  Here,  and  lower  down  the  creek  huge 
fragments  of  the  rock  are  crowded  together  in  its  channel,  obstruct- 
ing the  flow  of  the  stream,  and  almost  concealing  it  from  view. 
8ome  of  these  masses,  which  have  tumbled  down  from  their  posi- 
tion in  the  great  arch  above,  have  the  dimensions  of  a  small  house. 
At  its  western  exposure,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Qoo»eman\  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  its  dip  is  towards  the  northwest,  and 
that  its  western  or  upper  surface  marks  the  commencement  of  the 
series  of  strata  already  designated  as  the  lower  coal  group,  to  the 
detailed  description  of  which,  and  the  succeeding  groups  comprised 
in  the  present  sestlon  I  now  proceed. 

LOWER  00 AL  GBOUP,    OB  FORMATION  XIII. 

No.  1. 

Shale, — Colour  yellowish  grey  and  dun,  argillaceous,  grain  gener- 
ally tine,  structure  laminated.  On  exposure  to  the  atmosphere,  it 
disintegrates  into  clay.  Near  the  bottom  of  this  stratum  is  an  ir- 
regular band  of  iron  ore,  sometimes  forming  a  continuous  layer, 
but  occurring  in  the  form  of  nodular  masses,  varying  from  two  to 
twelve  inches  in  diameter.  It  is  an  impure  proto-carbonate  of  iron, 
covered  with  layers  of  hydratic  peroxide,  produced  by  the  decom- 
position of  the  carbonate.  Its  colour  within,  is  grey  and  greyish 
dun,  on  the  outside  yellowi>sh  brawn.  Its  grain  is  coarse,  and  frac- 
ture irregular  and  sometimes  earthy. 

This  ore  is  generally  of  inferior  quality,  but  has  been  extensively 
used  at  the  neighbouring  furnace.  It  has  been  discovered  in  iso- 
lated patches  at  numerous  places  on  the  slope  and  towards  the  sum- 
mit of  the  mountain,  and  has  been  mined  at  various  points  along  its 
western  base.  It  disappears  below  the  bed  of  the  creek,  between 
Gooseman^s  bridge  and  the  furnace,  from  a  third  or  half  mile  be- 
low the  former. 

Its  average  thickness  is  estimated  at  1  foot,  that  of  the  shales  in 
which  it  is  contained  being  about  6  to  10  feet. 
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No.  2. 

Sandstone, — Colour  very  light  grey ;  grain  fine,  moderately  com- 
pact; structure  slaty,  separating  in  flags  from  one  to  six  inches 
thick.  It  contains  some  imperfect  specimens  of  vegetable  fossils, 
mostly  of  the  genus  Lepidodendron.  It  is  a  very  good  firestone, 
.and  luia  been  used  for  tliis  purpose  at  the  neighbouring  furnace. 
Thickness  about  4  feet. 

No.  8. 

On  the  line  of  section,  the  strata  at  this  point  are  concealed,  but 
from  disclosures  in  other  places,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
they  consist  principally,  if  not  entirely,  of  shales  containing  some 
iron  ore.  Further  examination  will  be  required  tp  determine  their 
true  nature  and  extent ;  and  such  examination  is  rendered  particu- 
larly important,  by  the  consideration  that  this  unobserved  mterval 
occupies  a  place  in  the  series  analogous  to  that  in  which  some  of 
the  valuable  beds  of  iron  ore  on  Cheat  river,  resorted  to  by  the 
Henry  Clay  and  other  furnaces  are  embraced. 

No.  4. 

Sandstone.  —  Colour  greyish  white,  sometimes  with  a  yellow 
tinge,  due  to  oxide  of  iron.  Grain  coarse  and  siliceous ;  contains 
some  felspathio  sand.  Though  of  a  variable  character,  this  rock  is 
usually  compact  and  not  easily  wrought  It  has  been  used  for  fur- 
nace hearths.  It  disappears  beneath  the  creek  a  little  below  the 
furnace.  In  some  plac^  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Cheat  river,  this  rock 
so  closely  resembles  formation  XII.  that  the  one  might  readily  be 
mistaken  for  the  other.    Thickness  from  25  to  30  feet. 

No.  6. 

ShaU. — ^In  part  bituminous,  imperfectly  disclosed.  Thought  to 
contain  iron  ore — yet  to  be  examined.    Thickness  15  to  20  feet. 

No.  6. 

Coal — In  some  places  this  seam  consists  entirely  of  the  irised  or 
peacock  variety.  At  an  opening  on  the  side  of  Laurel  Hill,  south 
of  Decker's  creek,  and  about  a  mile  southeast  of  t^e  furnace,  this 
character  is  very  strikingly  displayed.  The  coal  is  there  quite  fri- 
able, breaking  into  small  irregular  fragments;  its  quality  tolerably 
good.    Thickness  18  inches  to  2^  feet 

No.  7. 

Flaggy  Sandstones  and  Shales, — ^The  strata  are  but  partially  dis- 
closed, but  so  far  as  observed,  are  of  the  above  character.  They 
are  supposed  to  include  iron  ore.  About  two  miles  northeast  of 
the  furnace,  a  seam  of  ore  has  been  slightly  wrought,  which  is 
believed  to  lie  among  these  rocks.  This  is  to  be  further  explored. 
Whole  thickness  about  80  feet 
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No,  8. 
Coal, — A  thin  seam,  aboat  one  foot  thick. 

No.  9. 

Flaggy  Sandstones  and  Shales. — Much  concealed  by  slides,  but 
towards  the  upper  part  containing  nodules  of  hydrated  peroxide  of 
iron,  to  what  extent  remains  to  be  determined.  Ihickness  about 
40  feet 

No.  10. 

Limestone, — Colour  variable,  blue,  grey  and  dun.  Some  portions 
yellowish  and  ferruginous,  with  small  cavities  containing  yellow 
ochre.  It  is  a  compact  rock,  of  a  line  grain  and  conchoidal  frac- 
ture. For  a  few  inches  near  its  upper  surface,  it  is  yellow,  and  so 
highly  ferruginous,  as  in  some  places  to  constitute  a  calcareous  iron 
ore.  Occasionally  a  seam  of  shale,  about  a  foot  thick,  is  found  rest- 
ing upon  this,  and  above  the  shale  another  bed  of  limestone  about 
a  foot  thick.  This  rock  sinks  below  the  creek  at  a  point  about 
three  fourths  of  a  mile  below  the  furnace.  It  is  likewise  met  with 
on  Aaron's  creek,  a  tributary  of  Decker's,  at  a  locality  which  has 
been  examined.  It  is  generally  of  good  quality,  and  has  been  found 
valuable  as  a  source  of  lime  and  as  a  flux ;  for  which  latter  jmrpose, 
it  has  been  used  at  the  furnace.    Thickness  about  8  to  4  feet. 

No.  11. 

Shale, — Colour  dun  and  grey,  or  bluish  grey;  argillaceous; 
grain  fine;  structure  lamellar.  This  stratum  contains  nodular 
masses  of  iron  ore,  consisting  of  proto-carbonate  of  iron  within,  and 
concentric  layers  of  hydrated  peroxide  on  the  outside.  It  is  of 
good  quality,  but  in  too  small  quantity  to  be  of  much  value.  Thick- 
ness 6  to  10  feet. 

No.  12. 

Sandstone, — Colour  grey;  micaceous;  grain  fine,  rather  com- 
pact; quarries  into  flags.     Thickness  5  feet. 

No.  13. 

Shale. — Colour  dark  blue;  argillaceous;  grain  fine;  structure 
laminated. 

The  lower  part  of  this  stratum  includes  a  layer  of  nodules  of 
iron  ore,  varying  in  size  from  a  small  pebble  to  more  than  a  foot  in 
diameter.  It  is  a  rich  ore,  consisting  of  the  proto-carbonate,  coated 
with  hydrated  peroxide,  and  was  the  material  chiefly  used  at  the 
ftimace.  For  its  composition,  the  reader  is  referred  to  my  report 
of  last  year,  pages  156,  156,  404,  Nos.  14  and  15.  It  was  mined  on 
the  side  of  Laurel  Hill,  in  a  southeasterly  direction  from  the  furnace. 
The  average  thickness  of  the  band  of  ore  is  from  6  to  10  inches, 
that  of  Uie  shales  from  6  to  8  feet. 
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No.  14. 

Coal, — Of  moderately  good  quality.  Diaolosed  on  Aaron's  and 
Deoker^s  creeks.    Thickness  1  to  2  feet. 

No.  15. 

Shale. — ^Argillaceons ;  colour  bluish  and  dun;  grain  fine;  struc- 
ture laminated ;  contains  a  few  scattered  nodules  of  iron  ore  of  len- 
ticular form.    Thickness  12  feet. 

Coal, — Friable,  having  a  tendency  to  break  into  small  rhombic 
pieces.  Parts  of  this  bed  are  rendered  impure  by  the  presence  of 
sulphuret  of  iron,  but  towards  the  centre  it  is  remarkably  free  from 
that  mineral,  and  is  hence  regarded  as  of  superior  value  for  smith's 
purposes.  It  dips  below  the  bed  of  Decker's  creek  about  one  mile 
below  the  furnace,  and  has  been  wrought  at  several  places  in  the 
valley  of  the  creek  and  on  its  tributaries.  It  has  also  been  mined 
in  the  bed  of  the  ran,  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  Goose- 
man's  bridge,  and  on  a  stream  about  the  same  distance  southeast  of 
the  furnace,  as  well  as  on  the  main  creek  at  about  the  same  distance 
below  the  furnace.  It  shews  itself  in  the  bed  of  Aaron's  creek 
about  two  miles  from  its  mouth,  and  traced  in  a  southwesterly  di- 
rection, crosses  Booth's,  Thom's,  White  Day,  &c.  creeks.  Thickness 
8}  to  4  feet. 

No.  16. 

Shale. — The  lower  part  of  this  stratum,  resting  upon  the  coal 
seam  above  described,  (15,)  is  often  black  and  bituminous,  and 
where  disclosed  on  the  run  which  empties  into  the  creek  near  the 
furnace  is  very  compact,  has  a  conchoidal  fracture,  and  is  sometimes 
irised,  bearing  a  strong  resemblance  to  cannel  coal.  It  is  here 
some  10  or  12  feet  thick. 

The  upper  part  is  argillaceous ;  colour  greyish  or  dun ;  structure 
laminated.  This,  at  the  locality  above  referred  to,  is  about  12  feet 
thick,  but  at  other  places  much  thicker.  Aggregate  thickness  80  to 
40  feet. 

No.  ir. 

Coal, — A  thin  seam,  which  dips  below  the  bed  of  Decker's 
creek,  a  little  above  the  old  forge.  Thickness  about  1  foot.  Above 
this  coal  is  a  bed  of  shale.    Thickness  5  to  6  feet. 

No.  18. 

iS<Ezn^t(m«.— Siliceous,  containing  some  Felspathic  sand;  colour 
light  grey ;  grain  coarse,  rather  compact,  but  becoming  less  so  as 
the  bed  is  traced  further  towards  the  west  from  Laurel  Hill.  This 
rock  admits  of  being  quarried  in  layers  of  from  a  few  inches  to  sev- 
eral feet  in  thickness. 

The  lower  part  of  this  stratum  descends  to  the  bed  of  Deck- 
er's creek,  near  the  old  forge,  but  owing  to  the  diminishing  steep- 
ness of  the  dip  in  p:oing  towards  the  west,  together  with  the  rapid 
descent  of  the  creek  in  the  same  direction,  the  upper  part  of  the 
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stratnm  contioaes  above  the  bed  of  the  stream  to  MorgantatDn, 
where  it  is  exposed  in  the  bed  and  on  the  banks  of  the  creek  near 
its  month  in  a  thickness  of  from  20  to  80  feet.  A  little  below  Mor- 
^ntoton  it  sinks  below  the  bed  of  the  Monongalia  river. 

Tracing  this  inipoxtant  stratum  along  the  Monongalia  above 
MarganUnot^  it  is  seen  gradually  rising  above  the  bed  of  the  river 
forming  a  heavy  ledge,  partially  concealed  along  the  river  hills,  and 
at  the  distance  of  about  one  mile  above  the  town  its  elevation  is 
such  as  to  bring  to  view  the  underlying  strata  as  far  down  as  the 
coal  seam  No.  15,  above  described,  which  is  here  found  in  the  bed  of 
the  river,  and  was  formerly  wrought  to  supply  the  town  before 
the  main  seam  of  the  upper  coal  group  was  discovered  high  up  in 
the  hills. 

On  Booth^s  creek,  about  one  third  of  a  mile  from  the  river,  this 
stratum  is  seen  forming  a  precipitous  ledge  some  60  or  70  feet  high, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  *' Raven  rocks." 

Here  the  rock  is  less  compact  than  near  the  mountain,  disinte- 
grating by  exposure,  and,  as  is  common  among  the  sandstones  of 
the  coal  measures,  presenting  cavities  of  various  shapes  and  sizes 
upon  its  weathered  surface,  produced  by  the  removal  of  the  more 
friable  portions  of  the  mass. 

This  stratum  is  also  disclosed  with  the  same  general  characters, 
on  Cheat  river,  White  Day  creek,  Pricket^s  creek,  &o.  &c.  In  some 
places,  it  forms  a  good  building  material,  and  has  been  used  in  con- 
structing the  abutments  of  the  bridge  recently  built  over  Deoker^s 
creek  at  MorganUnon. 

This  is  the  highest  stratum  of  the  lower  coal  group,  and  its  up- 
per surface  forms  the  floor  upon  which  the  beds  of  the  next  superi- 
or group  repose,  to  wit :  the 

LOWEB  SHALE  AND  SANDSTONE  GROUP,  OB  FORMATION  ZIV. 

This  series  of  beds,  included  between  the  lo^er  and  upper  coal 
groups,  composed  principally  of  shales,  but  including  some  beds  of 
sandstone  and  thin  seams  of  coal,  rarely  of  any  workable  extent, 
comprises  the  following  strata: 

No.  1. 

Shale. — Argillaceous;  colour  varie«?ated  brown  and  red;  grain 
fine ;  general  structure  laminated.  Near  its  lower  part,  this  stra- 
tum contains  an  irregular  band  of  iron  ore,  from  6  to  8  inches  thick. 
Like  the  ore  No.  5,  preceding,  it  is  a  proto-carbonate,  covered  with 
a  coating  of  hydrated  peroxide.  It  is  of  a  grey  colour,  coarse 
grained,  and  rough  irregular  fracture.  Where  mined  near  the  site 
of  the  old  forge,  it  is  quite  impure,  nor  is  it  likely  to  prove  of  much 
value  at  other  points,  though  in  mixture  with  the  ores  of  better 
quality,  it  was  used  at  the  furnace.  At  the  forge  it  is  from  40  to 
60  feet  above  the  bod  of  the  creek,  and  continues  in  view  to  Mar- 
gantowny  sinking  beneath  the  Monongalia  a  short  distance  below  the 
town.    Thickness  of  the  shale  10  tcet. 
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No.  2. 

Sanditane.'^'MicBceonB ;  colour  grey ;  grain  rather  coarse,  but 
variable;  structure  tending  to  slaty.  This  bed  yariea  greatly  in 
thickness  at  different  points,  sometimes  thinning  out  or  passing  into 
shale.  Near  the  old  forge  it  is  twenty  feet,  at  Morgantotnh  much 
less,  and  at  some  places  assumes  the  character  of  merely  a  aktij 
sandstone.    Thickness  20  feet. 

No.  8. 

Shales. — Argillaceous ;  variegated ;  colour  brown,  olive,  dun  and 
reddish;  structure  laminated.  An  irregular  seam  of  iron  ore  oc* 
curs  towards  the  bottom  of  this  stratum,  of  which  some  use  was 
made  at  the  furnace.  Though  concealed  by  the  filling  up  of  the 
pits,  the  seam  as  formerly  wrought  is  known  to  have  an  average 
thickness  of  about  six  inches  and  to  be  of  moderately  good  quality. 
It  is  occasionally  calcareous.  A  few  feet  above  this  occurs  an  irreg- 
ular course  of  nodules  of  sufScient  thickness  in  some  places  to  have 
been  found  valuable.  Both  this  and  the  other  seam,  however,  are 
very  variable  as  to  quantity,  not  unfrequently  thinning  out  entirely. 

The  upper  part  of  this  stratum  sometimes  includes  a  little  bitu- 
miuous  shale,  and  probably  very  thin  local  patches  of  coaL  Thick- 
ness about  20  feet 

No.  4. 

Limsstone, — Colour  dark  blue  or  bluish  black ;  ^ain  moderately 
fine ;  fracture  sometimes  conchoidal,  sometimes  irregular.  This 
stratum  furnishes  a  lime  which,  according  to  my  experiments,  is  ca- 

a*  's  of  setting  under  water  with  great  promptness  forming  a  very 
mass.  For  the  details  of  its  composition  see  the  report  of  last 
year,  page  151  (899).  Localities  Bogers'  mill  and  the  ravine  near 
Morgantown. 

No.  5. 

Shales. — Argillaceous ;  variegated ;  colours  brown,  dun  and  red- 
dish; grain  generally  fine;  structure  laminated;  sometimes  con- 
taining nodules  composed  of  calcareous  and  ferruginous  matter 
blended.  These  shales  are  in  many  places  particdly  concealed. 
"Where  observed  in  the  ravine  at  Morgantawn  and  the  valley  of 
Decker^s  creek,  their  thickness  varies  from  about  85  to  50  feet 

No.  6. 

LimeeUme, — ^This  is  the  position  of  a  thin  band  of  limestone  not 
disclosed  in  the  ravine  at  MorganUnon  or  on  Decker^s  creek,  but 
which  occurs  on  Aaron^s  creek  about  a  mile  from  its  mouth.  It  has 
been  used  for  burning  into  lime.  It  is  ferruginous,  dark  coloured 
and  compact,  and  where  seen  has  a  Uiickness  of  about  10  inches. 

No.r. 

Shale. — Argillaceous ;  colour  grey  or  dun  ;  structure  laminated- 
Where  observed  on  this  section  in  the  ravine  at  Morgantown  it  is 
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partially  concealed,  but  as  well  as  ooald  be  determined  its  thickness 
18 10  feet. 

No.  8. 

LimeUane, — Colonr  yellow ;  very  fermpnnons ;  exfoliates  on  ex- 
ppenre  to  the  atmosphere ;  grain  moderately  fine ;  fracture  earthy. 
At  the  place  of  observation  in  the  section  it  is  quite  impure,  though 
it  eflfervesces  briskly  with  acids.    Thickness  8  feet. 

No.  9. 

Shales. — ^Argillaceous ;  variegated ;  colours  brown,  dun  and  red- 
dish ;  structure  laminated.  This  stratum  contains  some  calcareous 
nodules;  imperfectly  disclosed  in  the  ravine  at  MorganUnen,  Esti- 
mated thickness  80  feet. 

No.  10. 

Coal. — ^This  is  a  thin  seam  of  inferior  quality,  sometimes  passing 
into  bituminous  shales.  It  is  exposed  on  a  run  about  two  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  Decker's  creek,  but  was  not  seen  in  the  ravine 
at  Morgantou>n,    Thickness  1  to  li  feet. 

No.  11. 

Fouiliferous  Shale. — Oalcareons;  sometimes  passing  into  lime' 
stone;  colour  generally  greyish  and  bluish,  but  sometimes  nearly 
black;  containing  numerous  fossil  shells  of  various  genera  and 
species.  This  stratum  may  be  seen  at  several  places  along  Deck- 
er's creek  from  the  mouth  of  the  ravine  at  MorganUnon  nearly  as 
high  up  the  stream  as  the  old  forge.  Estimated  thickness  about  8 
feet. 

No.  12. 

Saridstone. — Colour  dark  brown,  with  a  bluish  ^een  tint;  grain 
fine ;  compact,  tough ;  fracture  irregular,  very  difficult  to  break. 
Thickness  5  feet. 

No.  18. 

Shales  and  Flaggy  Sandstones. —  Colour  of  former  variegated, 
brown  and  reddish ;  the  latter  are  grey  and  micaceous.  The  shales 
contain  some  nodules  of  impure  iron  ore.  These  rocks  being  but 
imperfectly  disclosed,  cannot  here  be  fully  described.  Thickness 
about  40  feet. 

No.  U. 

Coal. — ^This  seam  and  the  smaller  one,  No.  10,  appear  to  attam 
greater  importance  along  the  line  of  the  present  section  than  at  any 
other  points  in  which  the  intermediate  group  has  been  examined. 
Indeed,  in  no  other  places  have  the  strata  of  that  group  been  found 
to  include  any  seam  of  workable  extent.  The  structure  of  this  coal 
is  slaty.  It  contains  some  sulphuret  of  iron,  but  may  be  considered 
of  moderately  good  quality.  On  Decker*s  creek  it  has  been  wrought 
at  several  places  as  hi^h  up  as  the  old  forge,  where  it  runs  out  on 
the  tops  of  the  hills.    At  one  of  these  openings  on  the  land  of  3£r. 
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Wella^  it  is  about  three  feet  thick,  aod  lies  at  a  height  of  about  170 
feet  from  the  bed  of  the  stream.  At  Morgantown  its  height  above 
the  creek  is  nearly  the  same,  its  dip  corresponding  with  the  fall  of 
the  stream.  It  sinks  below  the  bed  of  the  Monongalia  river,  above 
the  mouth  of  Scott^s  run,  and  about  two  miles  below  Morgantown. 
lliickness  2}  to  3  feet. 

No.  15. 

Shale. — Colour  grey,  sometimes  bluish ;  character  varying  at  dif- 
ferent places.    Thickness  10  to  15  feet. 

No.  16. 

Conglomerate, — This  curious  stratum  composed  of  a  mixture  of 
fragments  of  limestone,  iron  ore  and  Quartzose  sand  and  pebbles, 
varies  greatly  at  different  points,  as  well  in  thickness  as  in  composi- 
tion. In  some  places  the  materials  are  fine,  consisting  chieny  of 
iron  ore,  and  the  stratum  not  more  than  three  or  four  inches  thick, 
in  others  they  are  much  coarser,  containing  fragments  six  or  eight 
inches  in  diameter,  and  the  stratum  is  then  enlarged  to  a  thickness 
of  four  or  five  feet.  The  fragments,  though  sometimes  angular, 
are  in  general  rounded,  and  by  this  and  their  large  size,  indicate  the 
continued  and  violent  action  of  currents,  probably  of  local  extent, 
which  preceded  and  attended  their  depoeition,  where  they  are  now 
found.    Thickness  from  8  inches  to  6  feet. 

No.  17. 

Sandstone. —  Colour  yellowish  brown,  sometimes  grey;  grain 
rather  coarse.  This  rock  contains  some  Mica  and  felspatbic  sand. 
It  admits  of  being  quarried  in  blocks  from  6  inches  to  3  feet  thick, 
is  well  adapted  for  some  architectural  purposes,  and  has  been  thus 
employed  at  Morgantown.  On  our  line  of  section  it  runs  out,  or 
has  its  eastern  boundary  in  the  hills,  a  little  above  the  old  forge,  and 
continued  in  a  northwestern  direction,  sinks  below  the  bed  of  the 
Monongalia  river,  at  or  very  near  the  month  of  Scott*s  run.  Thick- 
ness according  to  estimation  at  different  points,  25  to  85  feet. 

The  strata  included  between  the  sandstone  (17,)  above  described, 
and  the  base  of  the  upper  coal  group,  in  other  words,  all  the  re- 
maining beds  of  the  intermediate  group  of  shales,  sandstones,  &c., 
I  am  now  describing,  are,  to  a  great  extent,  concealed  at  Morgan- 
toten,  as  well  as  in  the  river  hills  between  that  place  and  the  month 
of  Scott^s  run,  where,  as  above  mentioned,  the  last  described  rock, 
No.  17,  is  at  or  very  near  the  level  of  the  river  bed.  Quitting  Deck- 
er^s  creek  and  the  river,  therefore,  the  section  is  continued  by  re- 
suming the  enumeration  of  the  rocks  at  the  river  level,  at  the  mouth 
of  this  run,  and  describing  the  strata  as  they  are  disclosed  in  ascend- 
ing the  stream  in  a  northwestwardly  direction. 

No.  18. 
Shale, — Colour  brown,  or  olive  brown,  grain  fine ;  structure  lam- 
inated.   About  three  feet  of  the  upper  portion  contains  ealcareoue 
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nodules.    Thickness  at  the  place  of  observation,  moath  of  Scott^s 
run,  estimated  at  15  feet. 

No.  19. 

Limegtane. — ^Ferruginons ;  weathered  sorfaces  bright  yellow ;  ex- 
foliates on  exposure  to  the  atmosphere.  In  some  places  the  inte- 
rior portion  i^  of  a  light  drab  colour,  and  a  compact  fine  grain. 
Thickness  8  to  4  feet 

No.  20. 

Shale. — Nearly  all  concealed,  but  giving  indications  that  it  con- 
tains a  little  coal  or  bituminous  shale.    Thickness  10  feet. 

No.  21. 

Limestone, — The  lower  part  of  this  bed  is  of  a  grey  colour,  com- 
pact, fine  grained,  and  has  a  conchoidal  fracture ;  the  upper  part  is 
ferruginous,  and  exfoliates  on  exposure  to  the  atmosphere ;  weath- 
ered surface  bright  yellow :  interior  compact,  and  of  a  bluish  col- 
our.    Whole  thickness  3  feet. 

Immediately  upon  this  bed  of  limestone  rests  a  band  of  shale. 
Thickness  1  foot. 

No.  22. 

Limestone. — Somewhat  ferruginous;  weathered  surface  yellow, 
but  does  not  exfoliate.  In  the  interior,  colour  bluish;  compact; 
grain  fine ;  fracture  conchoidal.    Thickness  8  to  4  feet. 

No.  23. 

Sandstone. — Colour  yellowish  brown;  grain  coarse;  compact. 
Thickness  1  foot. 

No.  24. 

Sandstone. — Micaceous;  colour  bluish  grey;  grain  fine;  struc- 
ture laminar ;  in  the  lower  part  including  a  little  shale.  Thickness 
2i  feet. 

No.  25. 

Shaly  Sandstone. — Colour  bluish  grey.  This  bed  contains  lentic- 
ular masses  of  iron  ore,  apparently  the  carbonate,  of  a  bluish  tinge, 
placed  with  their  flattened  sides  parallel  to  the  lines  of  lamination, 
varying  from  the  size  of  a  walnut  to  masses  weighing  several 
pounds.    Thickness  4  feet. 

No.  26. 

Shale. — Colour  bluish.  The  lower  part  of  the  bed  is  argilla- 
ceous, of  a  fine  grain,  and  laminated  structure ;  the  upper  is  some- 
what siliceous,  of  coarser  grain,  and  verging  to  the  character  of  a 
shaly  sandstone.    Thickness  22  feet. 

No.  2r. 

Limestone.—Qo\ojiT  bluish  or  dun,  weathered  surface  yellow; 
grain  fine ;  fracture  conchoidal    Thickness  1^  feet. 
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No.  28. 

Sandstone, — ^Micaceoas  ;  colour  blaish ;  grain  fine ;  stmctare 
laminar.  The  upper  part  of  the  bed  is  hard  and  compact;  the 
lower  much  less  so,  and  sometimes  graduating  into  slialy  sandstone. 
In  some  cases  the  lines  of  lamination  are  oblique  to  the  plane  of 
stratification,  having  an  inclination  towards  the  northwest.  Thick- 
ness 10  feet. 

Nos.  27  and  2S,  together  with  2  or  8  feet  of  the  upper  part  of 
26,  form  the  falls  of  Scott's  run,  at  Boyer's,  about  half  a  mile  above 
its  mouth.    24  and  5  are  seen  a  little  below  the  mill. 

No.  29. 

Sandstone, — Colour  bluish  ;  weathered  surface  yellowish  brown ; 
exfoliates  on  exposure  to  the  atmosphere.  This  rock  has  been  used 
for  whetstones^  and  is  said  to  be  of  some  value  for  this  purpose.  Lo- 
cality, Boyer's  mill.    Thickness  5  feet. 

No.  30. 

Shale. — Colour  olive  brown ;  grain  rather  fine ;  structure  lami- 
nated.   Locality  Boyer's  mill.    Thickness  4  feet. 

Nos.  31  and  32. 

Sandstone. — Micaceous ;  grey,  of  fine  grain,  laminar ;  unchauged 
by  the  weather.    Thickness  y  inches. 

Shale, — ^Mostly  concealed.    Thickness  3  feet. 

No.  88. 

Limestone, — Colour  bluish,  sometimes  tinged  with  brownish 
red;  weathered  surface  yellow;  grain  moderately  fine;  compact; 
fracture  splintery.    Locality  near  Boy er's  mill.    Thickness  1}  feet. 

No.  84. 

Shale, — ^Mostly  concealed,  containing  some  nodules  of  iron  ore. 
Locality  same  as  above.    Thickness  7  feet. 

No.  85. 

Limestone. — ^Very  impure;  colour  brown;  compact;  fracture 
irregular ;  slightly  micaceous.  Locality  same  as  above.  Thickness 
8  feet. 

No.  86. 

Shale, — ^Too  much  concealed  to  admit  of  being  accurately  de- 
scribed.   Estimated  thickness  10  feet. 

No.  87. 

Sandstones, — ^This  stratum  presents  great  and  rapid  variations  of 
character.  It  is  micaceous,  and  contains  some  felspathic  sand,  and 
is  generally  of  a  light  grey  colour.    In  some  places,  it  is  compact 
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and  snfficientlj  durable  to  be  nsed  for  bnilding;  in  others,  quickly 
disintegrating  on  exposure  to  the  atmosphere.  (As  disclosed  on 
Scott's  run  it  presents  a  striking  illustration  of  the  sudden  changes 
of  composition  frequently  occurring  in  the  strata  of  the  coal  meas- 
Bres.)  A  little  below  Tribbet's  mill,  it  includes  a  thin  stratum  of 
limestone  of  sufficient  purity  to  be  burnt  for  lime,  but  by  one  of 
those  sudden  changes  so  frequently  occurring  in  the  strata  of  the 
coal  measures,  this  calcareous  band  is  seen  as  we  descend  the  stream 
passing  rapidly,  though  by  insensible  gradations,  into  a  sandstone 
(into  which  in  a  distance  of  a  few  rods  it  is  entirely  transformed,) 
so  that  in  the  distance  of  a  few  rods  the  transformation  is  complete. 
This  sandstone  dips  beneath  the  bed  of  Scott's  run  a  little  below 
Tribbet's  mill,  ana  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  above  the  mouth 
of  the  run.    Thickness  25  to  80  feet. 

Nos.  88  and  89. 
Shale  and  Coal, — ^The  former  is  imperfectly  disclosed.    Thick- 
ness 8  feet.    The  latter  is  of  moderately  good  quality,  and  was 
wrought  for  domestic  purposes  before  the  discovery  of  the  thick  bed 
some  feet  above  it.    Thickness  about  2  feet. 

No.  40. 
LimMtone, — Colour  bluish  black,  caused  by  an  admixture  of  bi- 
tuminous or  carbonaceous  matter.     Structure  rather  slaty;  grain 
moderately  fine ;  fracture  earthy  and  irregular.    Place  of  observa- 
tion one  eighth  of  a  mile  above  Tribbet's  mill.    Thickness  2  feet. 

No.  41. 

Shale, — Somewhat  micaceous;  colour  blue  and  grey;  grain 
generally  fine ;  structure  laminar.  This  bed  contains  some  flattened 
nodules  of  proto-carbonate  of  iron,  arranged  parallel  to  the  lamina- 
tion. It  sinks  below  the  run  about  one  mile  from  its  mouth. 
Thickness  14  feet. 

The  stratum  last  described  forms  the  highest  of  the  series  of  beds 
intervening  between  the  lower  and  the  upper  coal  group,  and  thus 
completes  what  has  been  designated  as  the  lower  shale  and  sand- 
stone group. 

On  a  review  of  this  series  the  amount  of  calcareous  rock  in- 
cluded in  it,  as  displayed  in  the  present  section,  claims  attention  as 
one  of  its  most  important  features.  Eleven  hands  of  limestone  are 
embraced  in  this  intermediate  group  in  the  region  now  referred  to, 
giving  an  aggregate  thickness  of  2^  feet  of  limestone.  Host  of  these 
bands  are  ferruginous,  and  otherwise  impure,  but  are  yet  generally 
capable  of  yielding  a  lime  suited  to  agricultural  and  building  pur- 
poses, and  even  some  domestic  uses,  where  the  colour  is  unimpor- 
tant. Of  the  eminently  hydraulic  character  of  one  of  them,  mention 
has  already  been  made,  and  I  may  add  that  judging  by  the  appear- 
ance of  the  rock  of  some  of  the  other  bands,  it  is  probable  that  the 
experiments  yet  to  be  made,  will  show  them  to  possess  similar  value 
in  the  production  of  a  water  cement. 
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UPPEB  COAL  OBOUP,  OB  FOBUATION  XV. 

No.  1. 

CoaL — Main  Seam  of  the  Upper  Grovp. — Considered  in  regard 
to  its  thickness  and  the  quality  of  the  coal,  as  well  as  the  extensive 
area  over  which  it  is  found,  and  the  facility  with  which  it  can  be 
mined  and  conveyed  to  market,  this  is  unquestionably  the  most 
valuable  seam  in  ihe  coal  measures,  either  in  Virginia  or  Pennsyl- 
tania.  By  careful  tracings  conducted  in  both  states,  this  seam,  ex- 
tensively exposed  in  the  valley  of  the  Monongalia  from  a  point  some 
distance  above  Clarksburg  to  the  state  line,  has  been  shewn  to  be 
identical  with  that  which  is  so  largely  developed  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  same  valley  in  its  prolongation  in  Peringykania^  and 
which  is  disclosed  so  extensively  in  the  vicinity  of  FitUhvrg,  It 
has  been  further  proved,  that  continuing  towards  the  west,  this 
senm,  coming  to  view  on  the  Ohio  river,  constitutes  the  main  coal 
stratum  displayed  in  the  hills  at  Wheeling  and  for  many  miles  be- 
low ;  and  that  still  further  down  the  river,  it  forms  the  Pomeroy  or 
Carr's  run  seam  in  Ohio^  and  the  corresponding  bed  on  the  Virginia 
side.     While  prolonged  in  a  southwesterly  direction  from  the  upper 

Eart  of  the  Monongalia  valley,  it  crosses  the  Little  Kanawha  near 
.eading  creek;  displays  itself  on  the  Great  Kanawha  below  the 
month  of  Pocotalico,  and  on  this  latter  stream,  and  is  continued  to 
the  Big  Sandy  on  the  Kentucky  line. 

On  the  line  of  the  present  section,  the  most  eastern  outcrop  of 
this  seam  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  southeastward  of  Morgantovtn^ 
where  it  lies  at  a  height  of  between  400  and  600  feet  above  the 
Monongalia  river.  Dipping  very  gently  towards  the  northwest,  its 
height  at  Morgantotcn  is  about  400  feet,  and  at  the  month  of  Scott's 
run,  three  miles  further  towards  the  northwest,  is  reduced  to  about 
170  feet,  making  an  inclination  of  abont  75  feet  to  the  mile.  It 
sinks  below  the  bed  of  Scott^s  rnn  about  one  mile  above  it«  mouth, 
with  a  dip  which  there  is  reason  to  believe  is  steeper  than  from 
Morgantoton  to  that  point. 

Near  Morgantoum^  the  thickness  of  the  seam  varies  from  6)^  to  8 
feet.  Between  this  place  and  the  mouth  of  Scott's  run,  the  hills  on 
the  east  side  have  not  sufficient  height  to  include  the  coal,  but  those 
on  the  opposite  side  contain  it  at  GnmviUe^  where  it  has  been 
opened,  as  well  as  at  other  points. 

As  exposed  at  Morgantovm^  it  is  overlaid  by  a  thin  band  of  shale, 
upon  which  rests  a  stratum  of  sandstone  abont  80  feet  in  thickness. 
This  rock  is  coarse,  felspathic,  and  contains  a  few  quartz  pebbles. 
On  the  east  side  of  the  river,  it  serves  as  a  good  index  to  tbe  posi- 
tion of  the  coal,  but  in  a  northwestwardly  direction  it  thins  out  or 
changes  its  character;  and  on  Scott's  run  there  is  not  a  trace  of  the 
sandstone  remaining. 

At  BoyerU  mine,  near  the  mouth  of  Scott's  run,  the  main  coa^ 
of  this  seam  attains  the  great  expansion  of  nine  and  a  halffeet^  and 
is  accompanied  by  other  layers  as  exhibited  in  the  following  meas- 
ured section,  in  the  ascending  order : 
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1st.  Main  coal  seam, 9  feet  6  inches. 

2d.  Black  bitaminoas  shale, 1  foot. 

8d.  Goal,  tolerably  good, 1  foot. 

4th.  Bluish  shale, 1  foot  8  inches. 

5th.  Coal, 8  inches. 

6th.  Thin  band  of  bitaminous  shale. 

No.  2. 

Shale. — ArgillaceoQs ;  partially  concealed ;  grain  fiDC ;  structure 
laminar.    Parts  of  this  bed  are  bituminous.    Thickness  10  feet 

No.  8. 

Limestone.— Th\%  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  beds  of  limestone, 
which,  associated  with  shales,  sandstones,  and  seams  of  coal,  are 
found  extensively  developed  in  this  part  of  the  state  above  the  great 
coal  stratum  just  described,  and  which,  while  they  furnish  a  valua- 
ble resource  to  the  agriculture  and  the  arts  of  the  region  in  which 
they  occur,  impart  naturally  an  unusual  degree  of  fertility  to  its  soil. 
Traced  towards  the  southwest,  they  are  seen  gradually  thinning 
awjiy  as  we  ascend  the  valley  of  the  Monongalia.  Though  of  very 
considerable  thickness  at  Clarksburg^  and  for  some  distance  beyond, 
they  are  almost  lost  on  reaching  the  Little  Kanawha  river,  where 
their  place  is  occupied  by  extensive  beds  of  richly  productive  cal- 
careous shales.  On  the  Great  Kanawha  they  are  reduced  to  a  few 
layers  of  calcareous  nodules  included  in  the  shales  lying  above  the 
Pocotalico  seam  of  coal. 

The  limestone  No.  8,  as  seen  in  the  present  section,  has  the  fol- 
lowing characters :  Colour,  when  freshly  broken,  bluish  grey;  grain 
fine;  compact;  fracture  conchoidal.  It  is  subdivided  into  three 
principal  layers,  having  an  aggregate  thickness  of  12  feet.  Place  of 
observation  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  point  where  the 
main  coal  sinks  below  the  bed  of  the  run. 

No.  4. 

Coal  and  Shale, — In  this  interval  the  strata  are  very  imperfectly 
revealed.  The  coal,  disclosed  at  one  place  only  on  the  section,  is 
of  pretty  good  quality,  and  has  a  thickness  of  from  three  to  four 
feet. 

The  rest  of  the  space  is  occupied  by  shale  with  perhaps  a  little 
limestone — making  together  a  thickness  of  about  7  feet. 

No.  6. 

Limestone. — In  two  layers.  Lower  layer,  colour  grey ;  weathered 
surface  yellow;  compact;  fracture  irregular.  This  is  an  impure 
limestone.  Upper  layer,  colour  grey ;  weathered  surface  compara- 
tively unchanged;  grain  fine;  fracture  conchoidal.  This  is  purer. 
Aggregate  thickness  6  feet  4  inches. 
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Nos.  6  and  7. 

Idmestofie, — Between  this  and  the  preceding  bed  of  limestone, 
the  strata  are  concealed  for  about  8  feet.  This  limestone  has  the 
following  characters:  Colour  bluish  grey;  grain  fine;  compact; 
fracture  conchoidal.    Thickness  3  feet.     Aggregate  thickness  6  feet. 

No.  8. 

Limestone, — Colour  dark  blue,  nearly  black ;  grain  moderately 
fine;  fracture  irregular  earthy ;  structure  slaty ;  thickness  about  18 
inches.  It  is  included  between  thin  beds  of  shale,  making  the  ag- 
gregate thickness  5  feet  18  (8?  £d.)  inches. 

No.  9. 

Sandstone, — Micaceous,  grey  and  fine  grained.  Thickness  about 
4  feet. 

No.  10. 

Limestone, — Colour  light  drab,  some  parts  bluish;  grain  fine; 
compact;  fracture  conchoidal;  weathered  surface  yellow.  It  oc- 
curs in  layers  of  from  4  to  8  inches  thickness.  Thickness  of  tbe 
stratum  6  to  7  feet. 

Nos.  11  and  12. 

Coal  and  Shale, — This  seam,  second  only  in  importance,  as  dis- 
closed in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  section,  to  the  main  seam  (No. 
1,)  is  here  seen  resting  upon  a  bed  of  shale  (No.  11,)  imperfectly 
disclosed.    The  shale  is  about  5  feet  in  thickness. 

The  coal  was  seen  on  the  line  of  section  only  at  two  loc^ties, 
to  wit:  at  Wade's^  nearly  two  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Scott's 
run,  and  on  a  branch  of  that  stream  on  the  right  in  ascending  about 
half  a  mile  from  its  confluence  with  the  main  run.  At  Wader's  it 
displays  itself  in  a  fine  seam  five  and  a  half  feet  ^hiek,  at  a  height 
of  about  10  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  run ;  and  dips  below  it  a  lit- 
tle further  up  and  about  two  miles  distant  from  the  river.  At  the 
other  locality  it  is  found  in  the  bed  of  the  stream,  where  it  has  been 
slightly  wrought  for  the  use  of  the  neighbourhood. 

At  both  mines  the  coal  is  of  very  good  quality,  containing  but 
little  sulphuret  of  iron. 

The  eastern  outcrop  of  this  bed  is  somewhere  about  the  mouth 
of  Scott's  run,  in  which  vicinity  the  hills  on  the  western  side  of  the 
river  are  of  sufBcient  height  to  contain  this  and  the  other  seams  of 
the  upper  coal  group  thus  far  described.  Thickness  of  shale  5  feet ; 
coal  5  feet  6  inches. 

No.  13. 

Shales, — Argillaceous ;  colour  bluish  and  grey ;  grain  generally 
fine ;  slightly  micaceous ;  structure  laminar.  In  the  layers  resting 
immediately  above  the  coal,  a  few  very  imperfect  impressions  of 
ferns  are  seen.  Place  of  observation  Wade's  coal  bank.  Thickness 
20  to  25  feet. 
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No.  14. 

Sandstone. — Micaceons;  colour  light  grey;  grain  fine;  strno- 
tare  laminar.  Place  of  observatioii  same  aa  above.  Thickness  about 
10  feet 

No.  15. 

Shales, — Argillaceous ;  colour  brown  and  blue  ;  grain  fine  ; 
structure  laminar.  The  lower  part  contains  a  few  lenticular  nod- 
ules of  moderately  good  iron  ore  of  the  variety  usually  found  in 
the  coal  measures;  the  upper  includes  embedded  masses  of  lime- 
stone of  irregular  form  from  a  few  inches  to  more  than  a  foot  in 
diameter,  and  which  at  other  points  may  coalesce  into  a  regular 
stratum.    Thickness  12  feet. 

No.  16. 

Limestone. — Colour  grey ;  grain  moderately  fine ;  fracture  con- 
ohoidaL    Approximate  thickness  2  feet. 

Nos.  17  and  18. 

Limestone  and  Shale. — ^Immediately  above  the  preceding  bed  of 
limestone,  we  find  a  stratum  of  shale  but  imperfectly  disclosed, 
having  a  thickness  of  2  feet. 

The  limestone  has  the  following  characters :  Colour  light  grey ; 
weathered  surface  yellow;  grain  fine ;  compact;  fracture  somewhat 
irregular.  Towards  the  bottom  of  the  stratum,  there  occurs  a 
layer  of  about  2  feet  thick,  containing  fragments  of  another  lime- 
stone of  the  same  colour.  This  layer  bears  the  appearance  of  a  Mag- 
nesian  limestone.  The  subordinate  beds  are  at  this  point  so  imper- 
fectly disclosed  as  to  render  a  minute  description  of  them  at  present 
impracticable.  But  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  entire  thickness  of 
these  beds  may  be  safely  estimated  at  7  to  8  feet. 

No.  19. 

Shale  and  Shaly  Sandstone. — Shale,  colour  blue ;  structure  lam- 
inar; argillaceous  sandstone,  colour  grey;  grain  fine;  structure 
laminar ;  micaceous.    Thickness  10  to  12  feet. 

No.  20. 

Limestone. — Colour  variable,  grey,  blue,  and  drab ;  grain  fine ; 
compact ;  fracture  irregalar.  This  stratum,  exposed  in  a  thickness 
of  about  5  feet,  appears  to  be  extended  along  the  run  but  little 
above  its  bed,  as  far  as  Jacksonville.  A  short  distance  below  the 
village  this,  or  a  limestone  having  the  same  characters,  is  exposed 
to  a  depth  of  7  feet^  and  may  be  of  still  greater  thickness,  extend- 
ing beneath  the  bed  of  the  stream.  It  is  here  of  a  light  drab  col- 
our, and  a  portion  of  it  (as  in  No.  18,)  contains  small  fragments  of 
embedded  limestone.  Another  portion  presents  the  very  peculiar 
aspect  of  the  magnesian  limestone  which  occurs  at  Wheeling  above 
the  main  coal  seam,  and  which  was  found  by  my  experiments  last 
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jear  to  famish  a  lime  possessed  of  hjdranlio  properties.  [  Vide  re- 
port of  last  year,  page  152  (400).]  Chemical  examinations  now  in 
progress  will  determine  this  point    Thickness  7  feet. 

No.  21. 

Shale^  FUtggy  Sand$tone  and  a  little  Limestone  at  bottom. 
These  strata,  including  a  thickness  of  from  90  to  100  feet,  though 
partly  concealed,  and  therefore  incapable  of  being  accurately  de- 
scribed at  present,  display  the  following  general  characters : 

First. — The  strata  resting  immediately  on  No.  19  are  chiefly 
shales.  They  are  argillaceous,  and  of  bluish  and  brown  colours, 
and  near  the  centre  include  a  band  of  limestone  about  one  foot 
thick.  It  is  a  bluish  grey  rock,  of  a  fine  grain  and  conchoidal  frac- 
ture, and  acquiring  a  yellow  surface  by  weathering.  Thickn^  of 
these  strata  40  feet. 

Second, — Immediately  above  the  shales  we  find  a  stratum  of 
sandstone,  grey,  micaceous,  flaggy,  and  of  moderately  fine  grain. 
Thickness  about  15  feet. 

Third, — Above  this  sandstone  is  a  space  occupied  by  soft  flaggy 
sandstones  very  partially  disclosed.    Thickness  35  feet. 

No.  22. 

Liifneston^,—lii  layers  from  4  to  18  inches  thick,  presenting 
marked  differences  of  character. 

Lower  portion, — Colour  very  light  drab,  nearly  white;  grain 
fine;  fracture  conchoidal ;  contains  specks  of  white  calcareous  spar. 
This  is  a  very  pure  limestone,  and  having  a  texture  admitting  of  a 
good  polish,  and  being  variegated  by  the  included  spar,  would  form 
a  pretty  marble. 

Middle  portion, — Colour  light  brown:  grain  rather  fine;  com- 
pact ;  fracture  irregular.    Of  less  purity  than  the  preceding. 

Upper  portion. — Colour  bluish,  in  some  places  very  dark  blue, 
or  nearly  black;  grain  moderately  fine;  compact;  fracture  irregu- 
lar. This  rock  is  disposed  to  break  in  small  rhombic  masses,  and  is 
inferior  in  purity  to  the  lower  portion.  Locality  Scott's  run,  near 
its  head,  on  the  right  of  the  road  above  Jacksonville,  Aggregate 
thickness  5  feet. 

No.  23. 

Shale  with  lands  of  Flaggy  Sandstone, — Shale,  argillaceous; 
brown  and  sometimes  blue.  Sandstone,  grey.  Thickness  from  20 
to  25  feet. 

No.  24. 

Coal, — This  is  the  highest  workable  seam  met  with  in  the  line 
of  our  section.  Indeed,  in  no  part  of  the  great  coal  basin,  either  in 
our  own  state  or  in  Pennsylvania  or  Ohio^  has  any  large  seam  yet 
been  discovered,  occupying  a  higher  place  in  the  coal  measures. 
Even  this,  over  a  large  portion  of  the  basin,  is  comparatively  thin 
and  unimportant,  and  appears  to  attain  its  greatest  development 
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west  of  the  Monongalia  in  the  neigbbonrhood  of  onr  line  of  section, 
and  on  tbe  Ohio  river  at  some  points  between  Fishing  creek  and 
Middle  island. 

On  our  present  line  it  rans  out  on  the  tops  of  the  hills  some  two 
miles  below  Jaehsanville^  and  descending  towards  the  west,  shews 
itself  in  the  bed  of  Scott's  run,  between  a  half  and  three  fourths  of 
a  mile  above  that  place.  At  the  place  of  observation,  a  mine  about 
half  a  mile  above  Jaehionmlle,  the  following  measurements  were 
taken,  in  the  ascending  order : 

1.  Goal;  main  seam  containing  a  considerable  amount  of  sul- 
phuret  of  iron,  but  of  prettj  good  quality,  5  feet. 

2.  Bituminous  shale ;  black,  laminated,  1  foot  4  inches. 

3.  Goal ;  tolerably  good,  1  foot. 

4.  Shale ;  Argillaceous,  bluish,  9  inches. 

5.  Coal ;  tolerably  good,  1  foot  5  inches. 

6.  Bituminous  shale,  8  inches. 

The  shale.  No.  6,  forming  the  uppermost  of  these  layers  some- 
times expands  to  a  thickness  of  15  or  20  feet,  and  iu  this  case  mer- 
iting a  special  description,  may  be  designated  by 

No.  25. 
Shale, — Sometimes  bituminous ;  colours  bluish  black  and  bluish ; 
Argillaceous;  grain  fine;  structure  laminar.    As  just  stated,  this 
stratum  varies  in  thickness  from  8  inches  to  20  feet. 

No.  26. 

Sandstone, — Colour  generally  grey;  grain  coarse  and  siliceous, 
but  contains  some  felspathic  sand.  This  stratum  runs  out  towards 
the  southeast  on  the  tops  of  the  hills  between  two  and  three  miles 
below  Jaeksonville.  It  is  the  highest  rock  of  the  upper  coal  group 
on  Scott^s  run,  its  upper  surface  being  about  on  a  level  with  the 
head  of  that  stream,  and  it  therefore  terminates  the  series  of  the 
Decker's  creek  and  Scott's  nm  section.  Above  this  are  a  few  beds 
of  sandstone  and  shale,  together  with  one  or  more  inconsiderable 
seams  of  coal,  and  perhaps  a  layer  of  limestone  which  should  be 
added  to  our  description  to  complete  the  section  so  as  to  compre- 
hend the  whole  of  the  upper  coal  group.  These,  however,  are  not 
disclosed  along  the  line  of  observation  which  terminates  at  the 
dividing  ridge  between  the  waters  of  Scott's  run  and  Dunkard's 
creek. 

From  what  has  already  been  stated  in  regard  to  the  mutability 
of  the  strata  as  prolonged  from  place  to  place,  the  above  section 
cannot  be  looked  upon  as  indicating  exactly  the  thickness  and  char- 
acter of  the  different  beds  as  displayed  in  a  vertical  section  at  any 
one  locality.  It  will,  however,  furnish  a  useful  picture  of  the  gen- 
eral features  of  the  different  groups  of  strata  which  usually  preserve 
some  predominant  character  over  a  wide  area,  and  will  suffice  to 
exemplify  the  extraordinary  mineral  wealth  through  which  it  im- 
mediately passes,  as  well  as  of  the  fertile  valley  of  the  Monongalia 
in  general. 
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The  following  brief  sammarj  of  the  more  important  contents  of 
the  upper  coal  group  as  disclosed  along  our  section  will  serve  to 
shew  the  great  afBnence  of  this  portion  of  the  coal  measares  as  re- 
gards those  valuable  materials,  coal  and  limestone,  along  the  valley 
of  the  Monongalia  : 

CogX  in  the  Upper  Coal  Group, 

.     Ftet.    Mdksa, 

First  or  main  seam,  No.    1, 9  0 

Second  seam,  Ko.    4, 3  6 

Third       "  No,  11, 5  6 

Fourth    "  No.  24, 7  0 

25        0 

Making  a  total  thickness  of  workable  coal  in  this  group  along 
the  line  of  our  section  and  tlie  vicinity  of  25  feet. 

Limestonei  in  the  Upper  Coal  Group. 

FmI.  lnch$B. 

First  or  lowest  bed,  No,    8, 12  0 

Second  "    No.    5, 6  4 

Third  "    No.    7, 8  0 

Fourth  **    No.    8, 1  8 

Fifth  "    No.  10, 6  8 

Sixth  "    No.  18, 2  0 

Seventh  "    No.  18, 7  8 

Eighth  "    No.  20, 7  0 

Ninth  "    No.  22, 6  0 

50  10 
Making  a  total  thickness  of  limestone  in  this  group,  along  the 
line  of  section,  of  50  feet.  Adding  to  these  the  5  feet  of  coal  and  24 
feet  of  limestone  in  the  lower  shale  and  sandstone  eroup,  and  the  9 
feet  of  coal  and  8  feet  of  limestone  of  the  lower  coaf  group,  we  have 
Jbr  the  whole  extent  of  coal  measures  embraced  in  our  section^  a  thick' 
ness  of  about  fo%^ty  feet  of  coal  and  seventy  feet  of  limestone^  a  result 
which,  making  all  allowances  for  fluctuations  in  particular  strata,  is 
well  calculated  to  shew,  in  a  striking  point,  the  ample  natural  re- 
sourced of  this  highly  favoured  portion  of  our  state. 

Seotion  III. 
STRATA  DISPLAYED  ON  THE  OHIO  RIVER. 

From  the  mouth  of  Little  Beaver  Biter  in  Pennsylvania^  to  the 
mouth  of  Big  Sandy  on  the  Kentucky  line. 

The  strata  disclosed  along  this  line  of  observation,  embrace : 
1.  The  lower  coal  group,  with  the  exception  of  those  beds 

which  lying  near  its  base,  have  their  outcrop  further  towards  the 

north,  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio. 
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2.  The  lower  shale  and  sandstone  group. 

3.  The  upper  coal  group. 

4.  llie  upper  shale  and  sandstone  group,  excepting  those  heds 
which  the  river  hills  are  not  high  enough  to  contain. 

At  the  northern  extremity  of  our  section,  near  the  mouth  of  Lit- 
tle Beaver,  the  Ohio  river  flows  in  the  inferior  part  of  the  lower 
coal  group,  the  outcrop  of  which  is  further  towards  the  north. 
Descending  the  river  from  this  point  to  the  mouth  of  Fishing  creek, 
the  dip  of  the  rocks  is  towards  the  south. 

Throughout  this  distance,  the  course  of  the  stream  deviates  hut 
little  to  the  west  of  south,  while  the  principal  diameter  or  axis  of 
the  great  coal  hasin,  having  a  direction  more  nearly  approaching  to 
NE.  and  8W.  is  prolonged  from  its  northwestern  termination  in 
Pennsyhania^  in  a  direction  lying  to  the  east  of  this  reach  of  the 
Ohio.  The  river  is  thus  made  to  approach  this  central  line  as  it 
descends  towards  Fishing  creek,  and  is  there  near,  hut  a  little  west 
of  the  axis  or  centre  of  the  hasin.  Below  this  point,  assuming  a 
direction  more  towards  the  west,  it  continues  to  now  nearly  paral- 
lel with  the  axis,  though  a  little  west,  as  far  as  the  hend  helow  Mill 
creek  in  Jachton  county.  It  now  hy  a  sudden  turn  penetrates  some 
distance  into  the  western  side  of  the  hasin,  and  the  rocks  having  a 
dip  towards  the  axis,  that  is  towards  tlie  southeast,  the  strata  which, 
during  its  previous  course,  were  huried  helow  its  bed,  are  now  seen 
in  succession  emerging  to  the  surface. 

Resuming  its  southwesterly  course  at  Kerr's  run,  and  preserving 
that  general  direction  as  far  as  Guyandotte,  it  continues  to  expose 
nearly  the  same  strata  appertaining  to  the  western  side  of  the  basin 
throughout  the  whole  distance.  Then  bending  away  to  the  west,  it 
enters  the  lower  coal  group  about  three  miles  above  the  mouth  of 
Big  Sandy,  on  the  southern  boundary  of  Virginia^  whence,  taking 
a  northwesterly  direction,  it  passes  directly  across  the  weptem  side 
of  the  basin,  and  finally,  a.  few  miles  above  Portsmouth  in  Ohio 
passes  beyond  its  margin. 

It  is  obvious,  from  this  sketch  of  the  general  directions  of  the 
Ohio,  in  its  passage  longitudinally  through  the  basin,  that  it  presents 
a  line  of  observation  of  great  interest,  comprising  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  strata  of  the  coal  measures.  Our  observations  along  this  lino 
having  been  chiefly  directed  to  the  examination  of  the  three  upper 
groups,  are  as  yet  too  incomplete  to  admit  of  an  accurate  section,  in 
detail,  of  the  beds  appertaining  to  that  portion  of  the  lower  group 
which  lies  within  the  limits  of  the  state.  I  shall,  therefore,  in  the 
following  description,  confine  myself  to  a  general  account  of  the 
lower  group,  as  disclosed  near  the  northern  extremity  of  the  state, 
accompanied  with  the  details  of  one  of  several  approximate  sec- 
tions which  have  been  made  in  that  region,  as  preliminary  to  further 
more  minute  investigation — after  which  I  will  proceed  to  the  de- 
scription of  a  second  and  third,  and  a  portion  of  the  fourth  groups. 

22 
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Section  IV. 
LOWER  COAL  GROUP, 

Js  disclosed  on  the  Ohio  Riter^  near  the  Northern  extremity  of  the 

State. 

As  already  mentioned,  the  inferior  members  of  this  group  are 
not  disclosed  on  the  Ohio  river,  at  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
state,  their  outcrop  being  north  of  this  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania. 

The  whole  group  sinks  below  the  bed  of  the  river,  a  little  above 
Steuhenville^  at  a  point  which  we  have  determined  and  laid  down 
on  a  profile  section  of  the  strata  of  this  region.  Occupying  the  zone 
nearest  the  margin  of  the  great  coal  basin  of  Virginia^  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio^  this  group  extending  from  the  state  of  Ohio  into  Brooke 
county  Virginia,  and  Washington  county  Pennsylvania^  stretches  in 
a  broad  curve  around  the  northern  end  of  the  basin,  embracing  the 
coal  and  iron  region  east  of  Pittsburg,  and  thence  continues  along 
the  western  flank  of  Laurel  Hill,  in  a  southwesterly  direction  into 
Virginia,  crossing  Cheat  river  near  Ice's  ferry,  Decker^s  creek  a  lit- 
tle above  Morgantown,  and  the  Valley  river  near  the  falls.  Here 
the  axis  of  Laurel  Hill  becomes  so  flattened  near  its  southern  ter- 
mination, that  the  group  of  strata  we  are  describing  extends  over 
it  unbroken.  Continued  in  a  southwesterly  direction  from  this 
point,  it  crosses  the  Little  Kanawha  near  Bulltown,  the  Big  Kana- 
wha between  Charleston  and  the  falls,  and  the  Big  Sandy  in  a 
space  extending  some  distance  above  and  below  the  Burning  spring. 

This  group  being  the  great  repository  of  the  iron  ores  found  so 
abundantly  in  the  coal  regions  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  at  no 
great  distance  from  the  Ohio  river,  will,  on  that  account,  as  well  as 
from  its  valuable  beds  of  coal,  demand  future  minute  investigation. 
At  present,  as  already  intimated,  I  can  only  indicate  the  general 
order  of  stratification,  as  exhibited  in  preliminary  sections — and  for 
this  purpose,  I  propose  first  to  present  a  section  taken  near  the 
mouth  of  Little  Beaver  in  Pennsylvania;  and  secondly,  two  sec- 
tions taken  in  the  vicinity  of  Wellsville,  the  one  on  the  Ohio,  and 
the  other  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  river. 

Section  on  the  Ohio  River,  ahottt  one  mile  alote  the  mouth  of  Little 

Reaver. 

This  section,  though  not  taken  in  Virginia,  is  here  introduced 
as  indicating  the  series  of  strata  which  would  be  found  exposed  at 
the  northern  extremity  of  Brooke  county,  the  various  beds  at  the 
two  places  differing  in  no  important  particulars. 

No.  1.  Sandstone. — Colour  generally  grey,  grain  'moderately 
coarse ;  quarries  into  blocks  suitable  for  building  purposes.  Parts 
of  this  rock  are  so  hard  and  compact,  as  to  be  wrought  with  great 
diflSculty,  and  have  hence  been  rejected  in  the  construction  of  the 
locks  on  the  Sandy  and  Beaver  canal.    Estimated  thickness  25  feet 

No.  2.  SJidles. — Argillaceous,  colour  dark  blue  and  black,  some- 
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times  bitmniDons ;  grain  generally  fine;  stractnre  laminar.  Tbia 
Btratom  in  some  places  contains  courses  of  nodalar  iron  ore  of  the 
variety  nsaally  found  in  the  coal  measures.  At  the  month  of  Little 
Beaver,  these  nodules  vary  from  3  to  8  inches  in  diameter.  Thick- 
ness 30  to  40  feet. 

No.  8.  Coal, — Of  tolerably  good  quality.  Thickness  from  12  to 
22  inches. 

No.  4.  Shale, — Partially  concealed.     Thickness  4  feet. 

No.  6.  Coal, — Of  tolerably  good  quality.  Thickness  2  to  2i 
feet. 

No.  6.  Shale,,  with  nodules  of  iron  ore. — ^Thickness  16  feet 

No.  7.  Saiidy  Shale  and  ShaZy  Sandstone, — Colour  generally 
grey.  The  inferior  part  of  this  bed,  a  little  west  of  the  line  of  sec- 
tion, passes  into  a  coarse  grained  sandstone,  which  is  probably  the 
general  character  of  this  part  of  the  stratum.  Estimated  thickness 
40  feet. 

No.  8.  iS^afo. —  Colour  generally  bluish,  or  dun;  argillaceous; 
contains,  towards  the  bottom,  nodules  of  iron  ore,  though  apparently 
not  in  large  amount.    Thickness  36  feet. 

No.  9.  Concealed  Strata, — ^Thickness  about  16  feet 

No.  10.  Coal. — Quality  pretty  good,  but  contains  some  sulphu- 
ret  of  iron.  This  seam  is  in  general  overlaid  immediately  by  the 
stratum  of  sandstone  to  be  next  mentioned,  bnt  in  some  a  thin  band 
of  shale  is  interposed.  At  the  place  of  section,  the  coal  is  about  5 
feet  thick,  bnt  traced  under  the  sandstone  a  little  towards  the  east, 
it  rapidly  diminishes  to  about  20  inches. 

No.  11.  Sandstone, — Colour  rather  variable,  but  generally  light 
grey  and  brown ;  grain  in  some  places  fine,  containing  felspathio 
sand  and  some  mica,  the  latter  producing  a  slaty  cleavage.  In  other 
situations,  the  rock  is  more  massive,  and  is  composed  of  coarse  sili- 
ceous sand,  with  some  quartzose  pebbles.  It  is,  however,  friable, 
and  rapidly  disintegrates  by  exposure  to  the  atmosphere.  Thick- 
ness estimated  at  45  feet. 

No.  12.  Shale, — ^Argillaceous;  structure  laminar;  contains  some 
nodules  of  iron  ore,  and  a  thin  seam  of  black  bituminous  shale. 
Thickness  8  feet 

No.  13.  Sa/nditone, — Colour  grey  or  brown ;  grain  moderately 
fine ;  structure  slaty ;  the  inferior  part  rather  compact.  Thickness 
10  feet 

^o,  \^,  Shales,  —  Argillaceons ;  colour  dark  blue;  grain  fine; 
structure  laminar.  Portions  of  this  heavy  stratum  are  concealed  by 
debris.    Thickness  60  feet. 

The  shale  No.  4,  of  this  section,  has  a  character  that  would 
seem  to  adapt  it  for  the  manufacture  of  pottery.  At  the  place  of 
section,  it  is  about  seventy  feet  above  the  river.  Here  the  subja- 
cent strata  are  entirely  concealed.  Bnt  at  the  mouth  of  Little 
Beaver,  they  are  disclosed  nearly  to  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  there 
being  no  perceptible  dip  between  the  two  points,  the  description  of 
these  beds  in  the  section  was  made  with  reference  to  the  latter 
place. 


508 


Section  near  WelUtille  on  tJi^  Ohio, 

No.  1.  Shaly  Sandstone  and  Sandy  Shale. — Colours  greyish  and 
brown.  The  textare  of  portions  of  this  bed  is  admirably  adapted 
for  the  finer  kinds  of  masonry,  and  it  is  made  into  tombstones  of 
extraordinary  beauty.  These  sandy  and  shaly  rocks,  occupying 
the  base  of  the  hills,  extend  to  a  height  of  about  50  feet 

No.  2.  Coal. — Quality  tolerably  good.  This  has  been  used  in 
burning  the  hydraulic  limestone  hereafter  to  be  mentioned.  Thick- 
ness 1  ft.  10  inches. 

No.  3.  iS'AaZ^.— Partially  concealed.    Thickness  T  feet. 

No.  4.  Sandstone. — Colour  greyish;  grain  rather  coarse;  di- 
vided into  layers  from  6  inches  to  2  feet  thick.  Thickness  25  to  30 
feet. 

No.  5.  Shales,  —  Argillaceous.  These  shales  having,  in  all,  a 
thickness  of  about  90  feet,  include  near  the  middle  of  their  height 
a  band  of  hydraulic  limestone.  This  rock  is  of  a  dark  bluish  or  dun 
colour,  moderately  fine  grain,  aud  generally  irregular  fracture.  It  is 
here  about  three  feet  thick,  and  overlaid  by  a  somewhat  thinner 
band  of  bluish  argillaceous  shale.  The  limestone  alone  being  not 
sufficiently  hydraulic,  is  mingled  with  an  equal  quantity  of  the 
shale,  and  the  two  are  calcined  and  ground  together.  On  the  Vir- 
ginia side  this  limestone  has  been  traced  along  the  river  hills  from 
a  point  opposite  to  Wellsville  up  the  Ohio  to  Lirerpool. 

No.  6.  Coal. — Quality  tolerably  good.  Thickness  at  various 
points  in  the  vicinity,  2,  3,  and  even  5  feet. 

North  of  the  locality  of  the  preceding  section,  in  tracing  up  the 
Sandy  and  Beaver  canal,  near  Frederickton  in  Pennsylvania,  a  simi- 
lar group  of  limestone,  shale  aud  coal  to  that  here  described  in  Nos. 
5  and  6  is  met  with  high  up  in  the  hills.  The  limestone  and  shale 
are  there  also  united  in  the  manufacture  of  the  cement.  It  may 
therefore  be  inferred  that  these  beds  will  be  found  continuously 
throughout  the  intervening  part  of  VlrginUi. 

No  ^.  Shale. — Argillaceous;  colour  bro.vn ;  grain  fine;  structure 
laminar.    Thickness  about  20  feet. 

The  coal  No.  2,  of  this  section,  has  been  wrought  on  the  Virginia 
side  of  the  river,  and  dipping  with  the  course  of  the  stream,  that  is 
nearly  due  southwards,  sinks  beneath  it  about  two  miles  below  the 
Wellsville  ferry. 

On  the  fiirra  of  Mr.  Hewitt^  on  the  Virginia  side,  opposite  the 
mouth  of  Big  Yellow  creek,  a  band  of  limestone  and  seam  of  coal 
occur  in  the  same  relative  position  as  the  hydraulic  layer,  and  coal 
Nos.  6  and  7,  disclosed  at  the  quarry  at  Wellsville,  and  which  are, 
no  doubt,  the  continuation  of  the  same  strata. 

At  the  mouth  of  Big  Yellow  creek,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  we  meet  with  the  following  seams: 

The  first  oi  lowest  occurs  from  15  to  20  feet  above  the  water. 
It  is  pretty  good  quality,  and  has  been  wrought  In  several  places. 
Thickness  from  2  feet  to  2  feet  6  inches. 
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The  second  seam  lies  about  40  feet  above  the  river,  imi)erfectly 
exposed,  a  thickness  of  only  20  inches  being  shewn. 

The  third  seam  at  this  place  is  found  at  the  height  of  150  to  180 
feot  above  the  river.  It  yields  coal  of  a  superior  quality,  and  has 
been  wrought  at  several  points  in  this  vicinity.  Thickness  between 
6  and  7  feet. 

This  i?  no  doubt  the  main  or  middle  seam  of  the  lower  coal  group, 
and  is  here  so  well  developed  as  to  assume  great  economical  im- 
portance. 

All  these  beds  dip  gently  down  the  river,  but  the  points  at 
which  they  severally  disappear  beneath  the  water,  as  weU  as  the 
local  developments  of  each  as  extended  northward  in  the  river  hill, 
can  only  be  determined  by  further  investigation. 

On  the  Virginia  side,  on  Tomlinson's  run,  the  following  strata 
are  presented : 

No.  1.  Argillac€(yus  SJiale, — At  Freeman's  landing,  about  eight 
miles  above  Steubenville,  this  stratum  has  been  extensively  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  fire  brick,  of  which  500,000  are  said  to  be  made 
annually,  chiefly  in  the  yards  of  Mr.  Freeman  and  the  Messrs.  Beale, 
At  this  place  the  stratum  lies  at  a  height  of  about  50  feet  above  the 
river,  continued  down  the  stream  it  disappears  below  its  bed  near 
the  month  of  King's  creek. 

No.  2.  Coal. — Wrought  in  several  places.  Thickness  24  to  3 
feet. 

No.  3.  Shale. — Argillaceous;  colour  nearly  black;  laminar. 
Contains  nodules  of  iron  ore  of  very  good  quality,  but  in  what 
amount  remains  yet  to  be  determined.     Thickness  10  feet. 

No.  4.  Sandstone. — Thickness  about  80  feet. 

No,  5.  Coal. — Thickness  about  3  feet. 

No.  6.  Saridstone.— Thickness  about  20  feet. 

No.  7.  Shale. — Argillaceous;  grain  rather  coarse.  Tliickness  8 
feet. 

No.  8.  Coal. — This  seam  is  of  good  quality  and  has  been  wrought. 
This  is  probably  identical  with  the  third  seam  of  the  section  at  Big 
Yellow  creek  above  described.  It  has  here  a  thickness  of  from  4 
to  6  feet. 

No.  9.  Shale. — Of  a  brown  colour.    Thickness  6  feet. 

No.  10.  Sandstone. — Grey,  micaceous  and  flaggy.  Thickness  80 
feet. 

No.  11.  Shale. — Yellowish;  imperfectly  disclosed.  Thickness  5 
feet. 

No.  12.  Shale.— CclouT  dun  or  bluish.  This  bed  contains  nodu- 
lar masses  of  iron  ore  varying  firom  2  to  8  inches  in  diameter,  but 
though  they  are  present  in  considerable  quantity,  further  examina- 
tion is  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  in  suflicient  amount 
to  be  valuable.     Thickness  of  the  shale  10  feet. 

No.  13.  Limestone. — Colour  greyish  or  dun;  occurring  in  the 
shape  of  large  nodular  masses.  This  rock  has  been  burnt  for  lime. 
Thickness  8  feet. 

No,  14,  Shale.— ChiQQj  concealed.    Thickness  10  feot. 
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No.  15.  Coal. — Slaty  and  of  inferior  qnalitj.  Some  portions 
bear  a  resemblance  eztemallj  to  cannel  coal.  Thickness  3  to  5 
feet. 

Above  this,  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  embracing  a  thickness  of  be- 
tween 80  and  90  feet,  the  strata  are,  for  the  most  part,  concealed, 
and  no  more  particular  examination  was  deemed  necessary  for  the 
general  purposes  for  which  the  above  preliminary  section  was  made. 
Within  this  thickness,  about  80  feet  above  the  coal  last  described, 
there  occurs  another  seam  between  2  and  8  feet  in  thickness,  and 
limestone  is  seen  on  the  top  of  the  hill. 

All  the  strata  of  the  lower  coal  group,  described  in  the  preced- 
ing sections,  dipping,  as  already  mentioned,  below  the  bed  of  the 
river  a  little  above  Stevherwille^  the  highest  coal  seam  of  this  group 
is  seen  in  the  bed  of  the  river  about  one  and  a  third  miles  above 
that  place.  About  a  third  of  a  mile  further  down  than  this  point, 
it  is  wrought  by  means  of  a  shaft  about  forty  feet  deep,  and  ex- 
tending about  twenty-five  feet  below  the  bed  of  the  river.  The 
coal  is  here  of  good  quality  and  tlie  seam  has  a  thickness  of  3  feet 
9  inches.  Though  not  opened  on  the  Virginia  side,  there  can  be 
but  little  doubt  of  its  existing  there  also. 

Section  V. 
LOWER  SHALE  AND  SANDSTONE  GKOUP, 

A»  disclosed  on  tJie  Ohio  river  near  the  northern  extremity  of  the 

state. 

This  group  consists  as  nsual  principally  of  shales  and  sandstones, 
the  former  predominating,  and  often  variegated,  and  contains  no 
workable  beds  of  coal.  Having  its  outcrop  on  the  river  hills  about 
eight  miles  dbom  Steuhenville,  nearly  its  whole  thickness  is  dis- 
closed in  the  hill  immediately  opposite  the  town.  Traced  down 
the  river  it  forms  the  base  of  the  hills  nearly  to  the  mouth  of 
Weegee  creek,  a  short  distance  above  which  its  southerly  dip  car- 
ries it  out  of  view,  beneath  the  bed  of  the  Ohio,  Below  this, 
at  the  mouth  of  Pipe  creek,  by  a  northwestwardly  trend  of  the 
river,  the  superior  layers  are  barely  brought  to  the  surface.  The 
river  as  formerly  mentioned  flowing  in  a  direction  lying  westward 
of  the  axis  of  the  basin,  such  an  inflexion  must  carry  it  across  the 
southeasterly  dipping  rocks  of  the  western  side  of  the  basin,  and  of 
course  brmg  to  light  lower  and  lower  strata.  In  the  present  case, 
however,  it  soon  resumes  its  southerly  direction,  and  the  superior 
layers  of  the  present  group  brought  to  light  at  Pipe  creek,  again 
disappear  and  continue  beneath  the  surface  along  a  part  of  Marshall 
county  and  the  counties  of  Tyler^  Wood  and  JaeJ^n^  emerging  on  the 
western  side  of  the  basin  about  three  miles  below  Kerr's  run.  Be- 
low this  point,  they  do  not  again  sink  out  of  view,  but  continue  to 
form  variable  portions  of  the  river  hills  to  the  mouth  of  the  Guy- 
andotte.  Here,  in  consequence  of  the  westwardly  bend  of  the 
river,  the  inferior  members  successively  rise  above  the  surface,  sa 
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that  near  the  mouth  of  Twelve  Pole  creek,  the  lowest  has  emerged 
and  the  whole  group  is  above  the  surface  of  the  river.  Towards 
this  extremity  of  the  basin  is  the  outcrop  of  the  group.  On  this,  the 
western  side  of  the  basin,  the  outcrop  of  the  group  is  on  the  river, 
some  distance  below  the  state  line  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio. 

The  following  sections  will  illustrate  the  nature  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  strata  composing  this  group,  as  disclosed  towards  the 
northern  extremity  of  our  line  of  observation  on  the  Ohio. 

Section  of  the  Lower  Shale  and  Sandstone  Group  in  the  Eiver  Hill 
opposite  Steubenville. 

No.  1. 

Shaly  Sandstone. — Colour  greyish  ;  grain  moderately  fine.  This 
stratum  lies  in  the  bed  of  the  ravine  at  the  place  of  section  and 
about  twenty  feet  above  the  water  of  the  river.    Thickness  10  feet. 

No.  2. 

STiale  and  thin  seam  of  Coal, — The  former  is  argillaceous ;  dark 
blue  or  bluish  black,  and  laminar.  Thickness  12  feet  The  latter 
is  of  inferior  quality.    Thickness  8  inches. 

No.  8. 

Shale, — Argillaceous ;  colour  dark  blue  or  black ;  inferior  part 
somewhat  stained  with  oxide  of  iron.    Thickness  18  feet 

No.  4. 

Sandstone, — This  stratum  is  of  very  variable  character.  In  some 
places  it  is  coarse,  massive  and  felspathic ;  in  others  slaty  and  mica- 
ceous. Generally  it  has  a  brownish  tinge,  produced  by  oxide  of 
iron.    Thickness  40  feet 

No.  6. 

Shaly  Stratum, — Character  very  variable;  predominant  colour 
bluish  grey.  Some  portions  are  finely  laminated  argillaceous  shale, 
while  others  are  sandy  shale  or  shaly  sandstone,  the  latter  some- 
times forming  thin  bands.    Thickness  about  90  feet. 

No.  6. 

Limestone. — Colour  generally  grey,  but  sometimes  tinged  reddish; 
snbcrystalline ;  fracture  irregular.  It  is  generally  impure,  contain- 
ing apparently  a  large  proportion  of  siliceous  matter. 

Its  most  interesting  feature  consists  in  its  including  numerous 
fragments  of  Encrini  from  one  sixteenth  to  two  or  three  inches  in 
length. 

No.  7. 

Shaly  Sandstone,-^olouT  grey,  or  bluish  grey.  Thickness  7 
feet. 
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No.  8. 

SJuile, — Colour  very  dark  grey :  often  sandy ;  sometimes  mica- 
ceous.   Thickness  26  feet. 

No.  9. 

Sandstone. — Colour  generally  grey,  but  in  some  places  brownish 
from  oxide  of  iron.  Grain  siliceous  and  moderately  coarse ;  occa- 
sionally felspathic  and  micaceous.    Thickness  about  40  feet 

Above  this  sandstone,  at  the  place  of  our  section,  the  strata  are 
mostly  concealed,  until  we  reach  the  upper  coal  group  which  here 
caps  the  summits  of  the  hills.  Within  this  space,  however,  shales 
and  sandstones  were  partially  seen  at  several  points,  and  limestone 
was  met  with  near  the  top  of  the  series. 

The  strata  occupying  this  part  of  the  group  being  well  disclosed 
near  the  mouth  of  Wheeling  creek,  a  little  below  the  city  of  Wheel- 
ing^ the  section  may  be  continued  by  annexing  to  the  preceding  col- 
umn the  results  obtained  at  the  latter  locality.  Though  not  agree- 
ing in  all  details  with  the  unfinished  portion  of  the  section  near 
Steubentille,  it  will  convey  a  correct  impression  of  its  more  impor- 
tant features. 

Continuation  of  the  preceding  section  as  disclosed  near  the 
mouth  of  Wheeling  creek : 

No.  10. 

Shale,  in  thin  layers  iuterstratified  with  bands  of  sandstone. 
Shale  argillaceous,  olive  coloured,  and  laminar;  sandstone  olive 
coloured.  The  lower  surface  of  this  stratum  is  about  seven  feet 
above  the  low  water  mark  of  the  creek.    Thickness  10  feet 

No.  11. 
Shale,  of  a  reddish  or  purple  colour.    Thickness  6  to  8  inches. 
No.  12. 

Limestone, — Colour  grey ;  grain  fine ;  compact.  Thickness  1 
foot  6  inches. 

No.  13. 

Shale. — Colour  bluish ;  indistinctly  laminar.  The  upper  portion 
is  argillaceous,  containing  some  impure  calcareous  nodules;  the 
lower  is  inclined  to  be  sandy.    Thickness  17  feet 

No.  14. 

Sandstone. — This  rock  as  quarried  on  the  south  side  of  Wheeling 
creek,  near  the  city,  presents  much  variety  of  character.  The  upper 
portion  at  the  quarry  where  these  observations  were  made,  has  a 
light  drab  colour  and  a  fine  grain,  and  contains  felspathic  sand  and 
scales  of  Mica.  The  middle  and  lower  portions  consist  of  the  same 
materials,  but  in  different  proportious,  and  therefore  diflfer  from  the 
preceding  in  texture  and  colour.    Colour  yellowish  and  bluish; 
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structure  sometimefi  finely  laminated,  the  lines  of  cleavage  being 
formed  hj  the  scales  of  Mica. 

Near  the  base  of  the  stratum,  some  bands  of  the  rock  are  calca- 
reous, and  are  rendered  so  hard  by  the  cementing  power  of  the  car- 
bonate of  lime  as  to  be  unfit  for  use.  In  this  calcareous  portion  are 
contained  vegetable  remains  in  an  imperfectly  carbonized  state, 
some  of  them  retaining  their  structure  though  converted  into  bi- 
tuminous coal.  The  whole  stratum,  as  measured  at  the  quany,  has 
a  thickness  of  26  feet.    . 

No.  15. 

Shale. — Colour  bluish;  sandy;  passing  into  slaty  sandstone. 
Thickness  11  feet. 

No.  16. 

Shale. — Colour  yellowish;  ar^laceous;  laminar.  This  bed 
contains  some  nodules  of  iron  ore.    Thickness  8  feet. 

This  forms  the  highest  stratum  of  the  lower  shale  and  sandstone 
group  at  Wheeling.  Continued  down  the  river,  it  disappears  be- 
neath the  bed  of  the  Ohio  a  little  above  the  mouth  of  Weegee  creek. 

Section  VI. 

UPPER  COAL  GROUP  ON  THE  OHIO  RIVER. 

.  The  inferior  members  of  this  group,  embracing  all  the  most  valu- 
able beds  of  coal  and  limestone,  dip  below  the  bed  of  the  Ohio  river, 
near  the  mouth  of  Sunfish  creek.  Still  lower  down  the  river,  the 
dip  becomes  more  gentle,  and  so  continues  to  the  mouth  of  Fishing 
creek.  Passing  this,  the  general  course  of  the  stream  lies  a  little 
west  of  the  centre  of  the  basin,  along  the  counties  of  Tyler^  Wood 
and  Jackson.  Throughout  this  distance,  there  being  scarcely  any 
dip  in  the  direction  of  the  river,  the  inferior  members  are  retained 
beneath  its  bed ;  but  further  down  the  course  of  the  river,  changing 
to  the  northwest,  the  whole  series  rises  above  the  surface  near 
Sliding  hill,  about  three  miles  below  Kerr's  run.  Below  this,  they 
do  not  again  sink  below  the  surface,  but  form  the  mass  of  the 
strata  in  the  hills  as  far  down  as  the  westerly  bend  in  tlie  river  a 
few  miles  above  Guyandotte.  Below  this,  the  whole  group  soon 
crops  out  on  the  river  hills  on  the  western  side  of  the  coal  basin. 

The  following  section,  taken  near  Wheeling^  will  indicate  the 
nature  and  order  of  the  strata  constituting  this  group : 

No.  1. 

Main  Coal  Seam  of  the  Upper  Coal  Group^  the  lowest  stratum 
of  this  series.  The  quality  of  the  coal  is  in  general  good,  the  sul- 
pburet  of  iron  contained  in  it,  not  being  in  sufficient  amount  to  in- 
jure it  for  ordinary  purposes. 

The  following  measurements,  indicating  the  contents  of  the 
stratum,  were  made  on  Coal  run,  the  stream  uniting  with  WheeliDg 
creek  near  the  southeast  corner  of  the  city : 
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1.  Main  coal  searn.    Thickness  6  feet  8  inched. 

2.  Argillaceous  shale.    Thickness  1  foot. 

8.  Coal  of  pretty  good  quality.    Thickness  2  feet 

No.  2. 

Main  Zimsstone  deposit, — ^This  group  of  calcareous  rocks  is  here 
more  fiillj  developed  than  at  any  other  point  in  the  coal  measures, 
and  forms  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  economical  ge- 
ology of  the  region. 

The  subjoined  measurements  were  also  taken  on  Coal  run  : 

1.  Resting  immediately  upon  the  coal  we  have  calcareous  shale, 
succeeded  by  impure  limestone.  lu  some  localities,  the  limestone 
itself  is  in  contact  with  the  coal,  the  shale  being  absent.  Thickness 
11  feet  4  inches. 

2.  Limestone, — Colour  very  dark  brown,  inclining  to  blue ;  com- 
pact.   Thickness  9  feet  6  inches. 

8.  Calcareous  Shale. — Colour  bluish,  embracing  near  the  middle 
a  few  inches  of  very  inferior  bituminous  coal,  accompanied  by  a  lit- 
tle bituminous  shale.     Thickness  5  feet. 

4.  Limestone, — Colour  very  dark  bluish  black;  grain  rather 
coarse;  quite  impure;  exfoliates  on  exposure  to  the  atmosphere. 
Thickness  4  feet  2  inches. 

5.  Limestone, — Colour  grey;  compact;  consists  of  three  layers 
with  thin  laminsB  of  argillaceous  shale  interposed  between  them. 
Thickness  6  feet  8  inches. 

6.  Calcareous  Shale, — Rather  dun  coloured.  Thickness  1  foot 
6  inches. 

7.  Limestone.— Fart  of  this  is  of  a  light  drab  colour ;  grain  mod- 
erately fine;  fracture  earthy.  Probably  hydraulic,  and  to  be  ex- 
amined with  this  view.    Thickness  IT  feet  6  inches. 

The  entire  thickness  of  this  group  of  limestones  (No.  2,)  is  53 
feet  8  inches. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  present  section  is  derived  from  ob- 
servations and  measarements  made  at  Wheeling  hill,  near  the  Na- 
tional road. 

No.  8. 
Shale. — Calcareous  and   bituminous,   or  carbonaceous;    colour 
very  dark  grey,  inclining  to  black;  rather  compact;   effervesces 
briskly  with   acid;   contains  some  beautiful  Impressions  of  fern. 
Thickness  1  foot. 

No.  4. 
Coal. — Bituminous,  of  moderately  good  quality.    Thickness  4 
to  6  inches. 

No.  6. 
Slaty  or  Shaly  Sandstone.— Colowc  grey.    Thickness  8  to  10 
feet. 

No.  6. 
Shale, — Argillaceous;  colour  bluish;  contains  some  calcareous 
nodules.    Thickness  8  feet. 
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No.  7. 
Shale. — Oaloareons ;  colour  yellowish.    Thickness  7  feet. 

No.  8. 
Coal.— -SiractuTG  slaty,  quality  not  good.    Thickness  4  to  6 
inches. 

No.  9. 
Shale. — Argillaceous,  and  sometimes  sandy.    Thickness  10  feet. 

No.  10. 
Limestone. — Colour  hluish ;  composed  of  marly  limestone,  with 
thin  bands  of  compact  limestone  alternately  arranged.    Thickness 
60  feet. 

No.  11. 

Shale. — Colour  olive  green.    Thickness  8  feet  6  inches. 

No.  12. 
Limestone. — Colour  light  grey;  grain  moderately  fine;  rather 
compact.    The  upper  part  sometimes  passes  into  calcareous  shale. 
Thickness  12  to  15  feet. 

No.  13. 

Shale. — Colour  inclining  to  dun ;  upper  part  argillaceous ;  about 
one  foot  near  the  bottom  is  calcareous.    Thickness  4  feet 

No.  14. 

Limestone. — ^Marly ;  colour  yellowish ;  lower  part  contains  some 
compact  bands.    Thickness  17  feet. 

No.  15. 

Sandstone. — Sometimes  shaly;  colour  olive;  grain  rather  fine. 
Thickness  7  feet. 

No.  16. 

Shale. — ^Argillaceous  and   calcareous;    efi^ervesces  freely  with 
acid.    Colour  inclining  to  dun.    Thickness  9  to  10  feet. 

No.  17. 

Limestone. — Colour  light  grey;   compact.    Thickness  6   to  8 
inches. 

No.  18. 

Shale.— Ca\o&ceouB  and  argillaceous  near  the  top;  the  lower 
portion  of  the  stratum  indistinctly  exposed.    Thickness  6  feet. 

No.  19. 
Limestone. — Colour  greyish ;  impure.    Thickness  2  feet  6  inches. 

No.  20. 
Argillaceous  SAa2«.— Thickness  8  feet. 
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No.  21. 

Shale. — Calcareous ;  lower  portioB  includes  some  thin  bands  of 
limedtone.    Thickness  18  feet. 

No.  22. 

Limestone, — ^Dove  coloured;  grain  fine;  compact;  consists  of 
layers  from  8  to  18  inches  thick,  separated  by  laminsD  of  argilla- 
coons  shale.    Thickness  10  feet. 

No.  28. 

SJiale. — ^Bituminous ;  colour  nearly  black.    Thickness  1  foot. 

No.  24. 

CoaL — Of  moderately  good  Quality;  imperfectly  disclosed  tt 
place  of  observation;  used  as  fuel  in  vicinity;  and  said  to  have  an 
average  thickness  of  2  feet  6  inches. 

No.  25. 

Limestone,^  Of  pretty  good  quality ;  compact.  Thickness  2 
feet. 

No.  26. 

Sandstone, — Colour  greyish,  and  sometimes  tinged  with  oxide  of 
iron ;  occasionally  coarse  and  felspathic ;  passing  into  slaty  sand- 
stone and  more  rarely  into  sandy  shale.  By  estimation  thickness 
40  feet. 

No.  27. 

Shales  and  Limestone  Bands, — Partially  concealed.  Thickness 
40  feet. 

No.  28. 

(7(oaZ.— Opened  in  the  vicinity ;  but  only  partially  disclosed  at 
the  place  of  observation.    Thickness  3  feet. 

No.  29. 

Shales  and  Sandstones. — Towards  the  top  the  sandstones  pre- 
dominate and  are  felspathic ;  but  beneath  we  meet  with  shales  to- 
gether with  thin  bands  of  limestone.  These  strata  extend  to  the 
summit  of  the  hill,  at  the  place  of  observation,  viz :  on  the  farm  of 
Mr.  Nichols.    Thickness  80  to  90  feet. 

The  above  series  of  strata  embrace  all  the  beds  of  the  upper 
coal  group.  A  glance  at  the  details  as  here  given,  will  be  suflScient 
to  indicate  the  immense  economical  value  of  this  group  in  the  am- 
ple development  which  it  attains  on  the  Ohio  in  the  vicinity  of 
Wheeling.  Leaving  out  of  consideration  the  numerous  thin  bands 
of  limestone  associated  with  some  of  the  strata  of  shale,  the  aggre- 
gate thickness  of  limestone  here  disclosed  in  the  upper  coal  group 
is  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet.  Of  this^  much  is  of  a 
quality  suited  for  the  manufacture  of  lime  for  architectural  pur- 
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posea,  and  nearly  all  is  capable  of  being  made  available  in  agricol- 
tare.  And  it  may  be  added  that  some  bands  are  likely  to  prove 
valuable  as  a  source  of  hydraulic  lime. 

The  great  economical  importance  of  the  main  coal  seam  as  well 
as  the  smaller  beds  above  noticed,  mast  be  felt  by  all  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  progress  of  this  enterprising  and  prospering  portion  of 
the  state. 

The  following  observations  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  position 
and  character  of  the  main  coal  seam,  No.  1,  of  the  preceding  sec- 
tion, as  disclosed  at  various  points  along  the  Ohio  river.  Cropping 
out  on  the  hills  near  Steubenville^  at  a  height  of  between  three  and 
four  hundred  feet  above  low  water  mark,  its  southeasterly  dip  car- 
ries it  below  the  bed  of  the  river  a  little  above  the  mouth  of  Wee- 
gee.  Between  these  points  it  has  been  wrought  in  numerous  places 
on  both  sides  of  the  river,  displaying  a  thickness  varying  from  four 
and  a  half  to  five  and  a  half  feet. 

Below  the  mouth  of  Weegee,  the  course  of  the  river  being  a  lit- 
tle east  of  south,  the  coal  continues  to  sink  still  deeper  below  the 
bed  of  the  river,  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Grave  creek,  where  it  lies 
at  from  60  to  100  feet  below  the  surface.  Here,  the  river  turning 
towards  the  northwest,  and  the  dip  being  towards  southeast,  the 
coal  approaches  the  surface,  and  is  seen  at  the  mouth  of  Pipe  creek 
a  few  feet  above  low  water  mark.  But  below  the  mouth  of  Pipe 
creek,  the  river  resumes  its  general  direction  and  the  coal  again 
sinks  beneath  the  surface.  From  this  point  downwards  it  contin- 
ues below  the  bed  of  the  Ohio,  at  no  place  probably  at  a  greater 
depth  than  260  feet,  to  Sliding  hill  about  three  miles  below  Kerr's 
run.  At  the  base  of  this  hill  on  the  Virginia  side  it  has  been 
wrought  at  low  water  mark. 

Between  Sliding  hill  and  Pomeroy's  landing,  the  coal  has  not  been 
opened  on  the  Virginia  side  on  account  of  the  low  bottoms  which 
intervene  between  the  hills  and  the  river,  but  on  the  opposite  side 
it  has  been  mined  in  numerous  places.  In  Ohio  at  Eerr^s  run  and 
Pomeroy's  landing,  it  has  been  wrought  extensively  for  exportation, 
more  than  one  million  of  bushels  being  annually  sent  from  these 
mines  to  GincinnatL  Here  the  average  thickness  of  the  seam  is 
something  short  of  five  feet. 

On  the  Virginia  side  it  has  been  opened  in  but  few  places, 
though  it  is  easily  accessible  throughout  a  distance  of  from  six  to 
eight  miles  below  Pomeroy's  landing,  after  which  the  hills  again 
recede  from  the  river.  As,  however,  the  strata  dip  towards  the 
southeast  the  mines  admit  less  readily  of  being  drained  here  than  on 
the  Ohio  side. 

At  Berthesay's  bank,  about  one  mile  above  the  mouth  of  Lead- 
ing creek,  where  particular  examination  was  made,  the  coal  was 
found  to  lie  at  a  height  of  about  60  feet  above  the  river  at  low  wa- 
ter, being  of  pretty  good  quality,  and  having  a  thickness  of  four  feet 
four  inches.  Above  the  coal  is  a  bed  of  argillaceous  shale,  from 
four  to  five  feet  thick,  containing  between  the  laminte  numerous 
vegetable  impressions,  which,  however,  are  too  imperfectly  pre- 
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served  to  afford  good  specimens.  SnrmoimtiDg  the  shale  is  a  heaTj 
sandstone  about  fifty  feet  thick,  of  a  greyish  colour,  and  composed 
of  coarse  siliceous  sand  with  some  scales  of  Mica,  and  some  fel- 
spathic  earth.  Along  this  portion  of  the  Ohio  the  sandstone  here 
referred  to  is  a  good  index  to  the  position  of  the  coal,  and  is  well 
marked  by  the  mural  escarpment  which  it  frequently  forms  in 
the  hills  above  the  coal.  Ascending  the  river  above  Kerr's  run,  the 
lower  surface  of  this  sandstone  sinks  to  the  water  level  near  Slid- 
ing hill,  but  the  stratum  does  not  wholly  disappear  until  we  proceed 
upwards  a  mile  or  two  above  Graham^s  Station.  Hence  for  many 
miles  along  the  river  the  coal  can  be  reached  by  merely  sinking 
through  a  part  or  the  whole  of  this  sandstone.  Including  this 
space,  therefore,  the  Wheeling  seam  is  accessible  along  this  part  of 
the  Ohio  on  the  Virginia  side,  for  a  distance  of  nearly  fifteen 
mUes. 

On  Ten  Mile  creek,  below  where  the  hills  recede  from  the  river, 
the  coal  has  been  opened  on  the  land  of  Mr,  Mitchell^  and  is  here 
said  to  be  about  six  feet  thick.  Between  this  creek  and  Point 
Pleasant  are  wide  bottoms  extending  back  into  plains  or  rather 
second  and  third  terraces  of  unusual  width,  in  the  rear  of  which 
the  hills  are  low  and  the  strata  much  concealed.  Along  this  part 
of  the  Ohio  no  thick  beds  of  coal  have  been  opened,  although 
thin  seams  have  been  discovered  in  several  places.  The  same  is 
true  of  the  hills  below  the  mouth  of  the  Kanawha.  As  the  inclina- 
tion of  the  strata  is  such  that  this  coal  if  continuous  must  lie  in 
the  river  hills  in  this  region,  it  is  probable  that  the  seam  haa 
greatly  diminished  in  thickness,  and  is  identical  with  a  thin  bed 
which  has  been  opened  at  numerous  localities  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing are  some  of  the  most  important. 

At  Mr,  James  Stoan^  near  the  lower  end  of  Eight  Mile  island, 
is  a  seam  about  two  feet  in  thickness,  overlaid  by  a  heavy  bed  of 
coarse  sandstone,  and  lying  at  an  elevation  of  about  180  feet  above 
the  river.  A  similar  seam  has  also  been  discovered  on  the  planta- 
tion of  Mr.  Charles  Letois,  on  Old  town  creek. 

In  the  hill  three  fourths  of  a  mile  N£.  of  Point  Pleasant,  is  a 
seam  of  good  coal,  2^  feet  thick,  lying  at  an  elevation  of  about  18 
feet  above  high  water  mark  (of  1832.) 

A  coal  seam  of  from  2^  to  3  feet  thick  has  been  partially  wrought 
at  several  places  between  Point  Pleasant  and  wlUpolis,  on  the 
Virginia  as  well  as  the  Ohio  side. 

On  the  land  of  Oen.  Steinhergen,  one  and  a  fourth  miles  from 
the  Ohio  a  seam  has  been  opened  having  a  thickness  of  between 
two  and  three  feet.  It  is  overlaid  by  a  thin  band  of  shale  upon 
which  rests  a  heavy  coarse  grained  sandstone  of  a  greyish  colour, 
closely  resembling  that  resting  above  the  coal  at  Kerr^s  run.  The 
coal  lies  at  a  height  of  about  twenty-two  feet  above  high  water 
mark. 

Below  Steiribergen^s  the  course  of  the  river  is  a  little  east  of 
south  for  about  twelve  miles  to  the  bend  in  the  river  below  Eighteen 
Mile  creek.    In  this  distance,  however,  the  dip  of  the  rocks  is  very 
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slight,  and  the  coal  may  gcnerallj  be  readily  traced  in  the  river  hills. 
This  is  also  the  case  with  the  superincumbent  sandstone,  though 
somewhat  variable  in  character  and  thickness.  The  coal  has  been 
disclosed  by  Mr,  Menager  between  one  and  two  miles  below  Crab 
creek.  It  is  here  separated  near  the  centre  by  a  band  of  shale,  giv- 
ing the  following  section : 

1.  Coal,  of  good  quality, 1  foot  10  inches. 

2.  Shale, 1  foot. 

8.  Coal, 1  foot  8  inches. 

Descending  the  river,  the  coal  continues  to  increase  in  thickness 
so  that  about  three  miles  or  a  little  more  below  Menager^s  it  is  about 
four  feet  thick,  and  has  been  opened  on  the  Oltio  side  of  the  river 
at  various  places,  on  a  level  but  little  above  the  high  water  mark  of 
1882.  On  the  Virginia  side,  the  hills  recede  from  the  river,  leaving 
wide  intervening  bottoms — and  hence  the  seam  has  here  not  been 
explored. 

Below  Eighteen  Mile  creek  the  strata  again  rise  in  the  hills,  and 
though  in  some  places  pretty  well  disclosed,  present  no  coal  seam 
of  important  thickness.  Thin  bands,  varying  from  eighteen  inches 
to  two  feet,  are  found  in  the  hills  from  Green  bottom  to  Guyandotte 
— but  under  such  variable  circumstances  as  to  render  their  identifi- 
cation at  distant  points  impossible. 

In  the  river  hill,  four  miles  above  Guyandotte^  is  a  thin  coal 
seam,  which,  as  exposed  thence  to  Ovyandotte^  appears  to  occupy 
the  same  geological  position  as  the  Pomeroy  bed,  and  is,  like  that, 
overlaid  by  a  coarse  heavy  sandstone. 

Passing  the  mouth  of  Guyandotte  river,  the  strata  of  the  upper 
coal  group  soon  crop  out  on  the  summits  of  the  river  hills,  and  as 
before  mentioned,  are  succeeded,  as  we  descend  the  river,  by  the 
lower  shale  and  sandstone  group,  and  then  by  the  lower  coal  group, 
from  the  base  of  which  the  river  emerges  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Portsmouth  in  Ohio, 


CHAPTER  Vm. 

CHEMICAL  DETAILS, 

Seotion  I. 

LimeBtones  from  the  Primary, 

1.  Limestone  from  Whitley's  quarry,  burned  for  lime.  Colour 
bluish  grey;  appearance  vitrioas;  structure  compact  fine  grained; 
fracture  irregular ;  traversed  by  thin  veins  of  Calc  spar. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 76.56 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 12.44 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.40 

Silica, 11.20 

Water, 0.40 

2.  Limestone  from  Gibson's  vein.  Colour  deep  pink,  with  spots 
of  grey  white ;  structure  compact ;  crystalline ;  surface  rough. 


520 

Carbonate  of  lime, 77.48 

Carbonate  of  macfnesia, 5.20 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.20 

Water, 0.40 

Silica, 15.72 

3.  Limestone  from  Gibson's  quarry,  sontli  side  of  Hapidanne  river. 
Colour  greyish  blue,  traversed  by  white  veins;  structure  compact; 
semi -cry  stcJline;  vitreous  appearance ;  fracture  irregular,  rough. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 90.40 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 6.44 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.52 

Silica, 2.00 

Water, 0.64 

4.  Limestone  from  CoJhy  Cowherd* s^  1\  miles  from  Oordorueille. 
Colour  deep  blue;  surface  of  cleavage  shining;  structure  slaty;  fine 
grained ;  crystalline  in  places. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 79.20 

Carbonate  of  magnesia,  trace. 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.80 

Silica, 19.60 

Water, 0.40 

6.  Limestone  from  Rawlings'  quarry,  ^  mile  SE.  of  meeting 

house,  near  Orange  courthouse.    Colour  dark  blue ;  structure  slaty ; 

crystalline  in  veins ;  fine  grained  compact ;  surface  shining. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 73.68 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 9.28 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.80 

Silica, 15.60 

Water, 0.64 

6.  Limestone  from  Rapidanne  river,  800  yards  east  of  Gibson's 
vein;  colour  deep  blue;  aspect  vitrious;  structure  compact;  sur- 
face scaly ;  angles  acute. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 75.44 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 5.04 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.92 

Silica, 17.92 

Water, 0.68 

7.  Limestone  from  Todd's  quarry,  5  miles  from  Gordonsville, 
near  blacksmith  shop.  Colour  beautiful  pink,  traversed  by  minute 
white  veins ;  structure  compact,  granular ;  semi-crystalline ;  frac- 
ture irregular,  sharp  angled. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 51.72 

Carbonate  of  mai?nesia, 42.72 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.28 

Silica, 8.28 

Water, 1.00 

8.  Limestone  in  thin  layers  in  mica  s]at«.  Colour  pink,  rib- 
banded;  veined  with  dark  crystalline  spar;  structure  granular. 
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Carbonate  of  lime, 80.72 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 7.12 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.44 

SiUca, 11.04 

Water, 0.68 

Section  II. 
Limestones  of  Formation  IL 

1.  Limestone  from  near  Winchester^  on  the  turnpike  west  of 
the  town.  Colour  bluish  grey,  spotted  and  streaked  with  dull  grey ; 
structure  hard  and  compact;  fracture  concboidal ;  surface  smooth. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 80.60 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 14.48 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.68 

Silica, 2.68 

Water, 0.56 

2.  Limestone  from  Dunlap's  creek,  near  Sweet  springs,  Monroe 
county.  Colour  bluish  grey  ;  traversed  by  minute  veins  of  white 
spar,  structure  compact ;  surface  rough  and  irregular. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 86.52  % 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 9.52 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.52 

Silica, 2.96 

Water, 0.48 

3.  Lime  from  Page  county.  Colour  blue,  with  a  dull  ash  lustre ; 
structure  compact;  fine  grained;  fracture  irregular,  with  smooth 
surfaces,  acute  angled. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 70.16 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 25.96 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.60 

Silica, 1.48 

Water, 0.80 

4.  Limestone  from  near  Harper's  Ferry.  Colour  delicate  flesh ; 
aspect  semi-cry stalliue,  structure  slaty,  compact,  fine  grained,  sur- 
face irregular. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 81.16 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 10.80 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.52 

Silica, 6.68 

Water, 0.84 

5.  Limestone  from  Stage  road,  Shenandoah  county.  Colour  blu- 
ii^h  grey,  aspect  vitrious,  compact,  surface  rather  rough,  angles 
sharp,  splintery. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 49.00 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 88.80 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.84 

Silica, 10.80 

Water, 0.66 
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6.  Limestone  from  Shenandoah  river,  Po^d  county.  Colour  lead 
grey  spotted  with  white ;  structure  crystalline ;  fracture  irregular, 
with  rough  surface;  compact 

Carbonate  of  lime, 47.48 

Carbonate  of  ma^esia, 45.80 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron,  ...     0.80 

Silica, 5.40 

Water, 0.56 

7.  Calcareous  sandstone  from  the  "Woodstock  road  leading  into 
Big  Fort  valley.  Colour  dark  bluish  grey,  with  a  light  yellow 
tinge  veined  with  spar ;  compact,  irregular  fracture,  with  minute 
scales  of  mica. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 11.24 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 5.40 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 9.86 

Silica, 78.20 

Water, 0.80 

8.  Limestone  from  Page  county.  Colour  bluish  grey ;  structure 
compact;  very  fine  grained;  fracture  irregular,  scaly. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 60.92 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 36.48 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.60 

Silica, 1.44 

Water, 0.56 

9.  Limestone  from  New  Market,  Shenandoah  county,  near  the 
junction  of  IL  and  III.  Colour  greyish  blue,  traversed  by  veins 
of  dark  crystaUine  spar;  structure  compact;  fine  grained;  fracture 
irregular ;  surface  waving. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 81.00 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 10.60 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.28 

Silica, 7.60 

Water, 0.52 

10.  Limestone  from  two  miles  southwest  of  Harper's  Ferry. 
Colour  light  grey,  clouded  with  blue,  dull  pale  streak;  structure 
very  compact,  granular,  semi-crystalline;  fracture  irregular,  oon- 
ohoidal. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 53.88 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 48.40 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, .     0.48 

Silica, 1.68 

Water, 0.56 

11.  Limestone  from  Northwest  turnpike,  west  from  WiiteheBter, 
Colour  dirty  pfile  grey,  clouded  with  blue;  structure  compact, 
granular,  somewhat  crystalline ;  fracture  irregular,  rough,  angular. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 88.64 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 9.60 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.12 

Silica, 1.30 

Water, 0.44 
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12.  Limestone  from  Chestnut  ridge,  north  fork  of  Holston  river. 
Coloar  light  grey,  with  a  dull  lustre;  structure  compact;  semi- 
crystalline;  fracture  irregular,  angular. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 50.96 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 89.20 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.80 

Silica, 8.48 

Water, 0.56 

13.  Limestone  from  east  base  of  North  mountain,  Price^s  road. 
Colour  rather  dark  grey,  slightly  tinged  brown ;  surface  scaly,  com- 
pact ;  aspect  vitrious. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 62.20 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 38.40 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.16 

Silica, 7.44 

Water, 0.80 

14.  Limestone  from  Page  county.  Colour  blue,  traversed  by 
thin  veins  of  spar;  appearance  vitrious;  structure  compact;  frac- 
ture conchoidal. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 69.60 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 27.04 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.40 

Silica, 2.60 

Water, 0.86 

15.  Limestone  from  Northwest  turnpike,  1  mile  west  of  Winches- 
ter, Colour  grey  blue ;  aspect  vitrious ;  structure  compact ;  semi- 
granular  ;  surface  scaly ;  fracture  smooth,  comers  sharp. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 57.24 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 28.80 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.56 

Silica, 11.68 

Water, 0.72 

16.  Limestone  from  Stage  road,  Shenandoah  coanty.  Colour 
dark  blue;  contains  crystalline  spar;  structure  compact;  fine 
grained ;  fracture  irregular. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 76.96 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 9.12 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.92 

Silica, 18.60 

Water, 0.40 

Section  III. 

Limestones  of  Formation  XL 

1.  Limestone  from  Muddy  creek  mountain,  Greenhrier  county. 
Colour  pale  lead,  tinged  with  brown;  spotted  with  ferruginous 
matter ;  oolitic ;  structure  compact,  semi-crystalline ;  fracture  con- 
choidal. 
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Carbonate  of  lime, 88.64 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, : 9.60 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.12 

Silica, 1.20 

Water, 0.44 

2.  Limestone  from  gap  of  Little  North  mountain,  betvreen  Crim- 
son sulphur  spring  and  Union.  Colour  grey  blue,  tinged  with 
brown ;  partially  crystalline ;  structure  compact ;  fracture  irregular. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 78.48 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 9.20 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.00 

Silica, 10.80 

Water, 0.52 


Section  IV. 
Limestones  of  the  Coal  Measures. 

1.  Limestone  from  Ten  Mile  creek,  Kanawha^  one  mile  from  its 
mouth;  bed  from  eighteen  to  twenty-four  inches  in  thickness. 
Colour  pale  lead,  with  a  brown  tinge;  structure  moderately  com- 
pact; finegrained;  fracture  splintery. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 86.80 

Carbonate  of  magnesia,  trace. 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.92 

Silica, 10.88 

Water, 0.60 

2.  Limestone  from  Two  Mile  creek,  Kanawha^  lower  stratum 
one  to  two  feet  in  thickness.  Colour  lead  brown,  with  a  yellow 
tinge ;  structure  compact ;  fine  grained ;  fracture  scaly. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 83.92 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 2.80 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.80 

Silica, 1.76 

Water, 0.72 

8.  Limestone  from  Coal  river  at  lowest  falls^  Kanawha.    Colour 

dull  brown,  with  a  yellow  tinge,  spotted  with  Calc  spar;  structure 

compact ;  fine  grained ;  fracture  irregularly  conchoid^. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 83.96 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 13.20 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 0.48 

Silica, 1.68 

Water, 0.68 

4.  Limestone  from  Ten  Mile  creek,  one  mile  from  its  mouth. 

Colour  pale  lead,  tinged  with  yellow;   structure  compact;   fine 

grained ;  fracture  irregular. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 84.40 

Carbonate  of  magnesia,  trace. 
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Alomina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.68 

Silica, 13.28 

Water, 0.64 

5.  Limestone  from  Little  Buffaloe,  Kanawha,  bed  18  inches  in 
thickness.  Oolonr  pale  yellot^ish  red;  stroctnre  compact;  fine 
grained;  surface  smooth ;  fracture  conchoidal. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 72.62 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 6.80 

Alamina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.40 

Silica, 18.72 

Water, 0.56 

6.  Limestone  from  Eighteen  Mile  creek,  Kanawha,  three  miles 
from  its  mouth  at  the  saw  mill.  Colour  pale  lead,  tinged  with  yel- 
low ;  fine  grained ;  compact ;  fracture  irregular ;  comers  sharp. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 66.96 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 7.60 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron 8.68 

Silica, 31.92 

Water, 0.84 

7.  Limestone  from  Two  Mile  creek,  Kanawha,  upper  stratum, 
bed  from  1  foot  to  2  feet,  thick.  Colour  light  yellow,  with  spots  of 
dark  coloured  Calo  spar;  very  fine  grained;  compact;  surface 
waving. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 96.20 

Carbonate  of  magnesia,  trace. 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 1.60 

Silica, 1.60 

Water, 0.60 

8.  Limestone  from  Tyler's  creek,  Kanawha,  bed  1  foot  thick. 
Colour  yellowish  light  brown ;  compact ;  tine  grained ;  fracture  ir- 
regular ;  comers  sharp. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 75.80 

Carbonate  of  magnesia,  trace. 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 5.20 

Silica, 17.00 

Water, 2.00 

9.  Limestone  from  Big  Buffaloe,  Kanawha,  bed  2  feet  thick. 
Colour  fresh;  fracture  lead;  aspect  earthy;  compact;  rather  fine 
grained. 

Carbonate  of  lime,   73.44 

Carbonate  of  magnesia, 5.32 

Alumina  and  oxide  of  iron, 2.16 

Silica, 18.48 

Water, 0.60 

10.  Limestone  from  Crooked  creek,  Point  Pleasant,  3fason 
county.  Surface  variegated ;  curiously  spotted  with  beautiful  dark 
coloured  spar ;  fine  crystallized ;  compact. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 79.84 
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Oarbonate  of  magnesia^ 6.28 

Alnmina  and  oidde  of  iron, 8.52 

Silica, 9.68 

Water, 0.68 

11.  Limestone  from  Two  Mile  creek,  Kanawha  coimty,  upper 
stratum  one  foot  in  thickness.  Colour  grey  brown,  with  a  tinge  of 
yellow,  spotted  with  white  spar;  compact;  fine  grained;  surface 
waving. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 89.72 

Carbonate  of  magnesia,  trace. 

Alamina  and  oxide  of  iron, 2.00 

Silica, -. 7.20 

Water, 1.08 

It  should  be  remarked  that  most  of  the  limestones  of  the  coal 
measures  exhibit  traces  of  carbonaceous  matter,  which,  however,  is 
burned  oft  in  the  kiln,  while  those  which  contain  a  considerable 
amount  of  oxide  or  carbonate  of  iron  make  a  dark  lime.  In  many 
cases  they  yield  a  lime  which  is  hydraulic^  as  in  the  instances  men- 
tioned in  my  last  report,  as  well  as  in  others,  now  in  course  of  ob- 
servation. 

Section  V. 

CoaUfrom  Formation  XI IL 

1.  Coal  from  Judge  Summen'  bank,  Coal  creek,  Kanawha, 
Somewhat  compact,  cleaves  into  thin  laminro,  striated,  cleavage  sur- 
face has  a  charred  appearance ;  fresh  fracture,  shining  jet  black. 

Carbon, 56.55 

Volatile  matter, 41.85 

Ash, 2.60 

2.  Coal  from  Judge  Summers^  vein,  Grand  creek,  Kanawha. 
Compact,  fracture  irregular,  surface  smooth,  jet  black  and  irrides- 
cent,  striffi  indistinct. 

Carbon, 62.75 

Volatile  matter, 48.20 

Ash, 4.05 

8.  Coal  from  Wolf  creek,  \  mile  above  the  Burning  spring.  Big 
Sandy.  Laminated,  surface  brilliant  shining  jet  black,  easily  frac- 
tured, and  when  broken,  exhibiting  an  irregular  pitted  surface,  stria) 
indistinct. 

Carbon, 47.15 

Volatile  matter, 48.00 

Ash, 4.86 

4.  Coal  found  in  the  bed  of  Big  Coal  river,  5  miles  above  the 
junction  of  the  two  branches,  Mr,  Jn4).  Lewis.  Cleaves  into  lami- 
nflB,  the  surface  of  which  is  covered  with  films  of  charcoal,  cross 
fracture  jet  black  shining,  irregular ;  stri»  distinct. 

Carbon, 50.20 

Volatile  matter, 47.10 

Ash, 2.70 
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6.  Coal  from  Mr,  Cartreirs  property,  Three  Mile  creek,  Kanawha 
county.  Semi-compact,  somewhat  laminated  ;  fracture  irregular ; 
surface  dull  black,  with  spots  of  shining  jet  black. 

Carbon, 46.95 

Volatile  matter, 60.30 

Ash, 8.75 

6.  Coal  from  Friend^  Welsh  db  Co.'^s  mines,  Elk  river,  Ednawha 
county.  Massive,  fracture  irregular,  lustre  dull  black,  sometimes 
shining  jet  black;  striaa  distinct. 

.  Carbon, 54.90 

Volatile  matter, 89.90 

Ash, 5.20 

7.  Coal  from  Mr.  Lawson's  opening,  Logan  courthouse,  8  feet 
thick.    Massive,  cross  fracture  shining  jet  black,  striss  indistinct. 

Carbon, 58.85 

Volatile  matter, 89.50 

Ash, 2.15 

8.  Coal  from  Traa  fork,  Guyandbtte,  6  feet  thick.  Massive,  ten- 
dency to  columnar  structure,  dull  black  irregular  fracture. 

Carbon, 56.50 

Volatile  matter, 42.00 

Ash, 1.50 

9.  Coal  from  Pigeon  creek.  Big  Sandy  river.  Shining  jet  black, 
Borface  of  laminm  charred,  fracture  irregular. 

Carbon, 55.00 

Volatile, 41.00 

Ash, 4.00 

Section  VI. 
Iron  Ores  from  the  Primary, 

1.  Iron  ore  from  Ross  furnace,  Hopewell  creek,  heraatitic  brown 
oxide.  Structure  somewhat  fibrous  and  cellular,  interior  of  cells 
coated  with  a  bluish  crust ;  colour  clove  brown,  lustre  glimmering 
and  resinous. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, ". . .  81.11 

Alumina, 0.28 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 6.54 

Water, 11.10 

Loss, 0.97 

Per  cent  metallic  iron,  56.77 

2.  Iron  ore,  from  Yeatman's,  Stonewall  creek,  composed  of 
brown  hematite  and  siliceous  brown  oxide.  Structure  externally 
hematitic,  fibrous ;  internally  amorphous,  granular ;  colour  blackish 
brown,  lustre  glimmering. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 
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Percxide  of  iroD, 76.00 

Alumina, 0.60 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 13.00 

Water, 10.00 

Loss, 0.60 

Per  cent  metallic  iron,  68.20. 

8.  Iron  ore  from  Elk  creek,  half  a  mile  above  mootb. 

Structure  amorphous,  cellular ;  colour  chestnut  brown ;  general 
aspect  earthy,  in  spots  glimmering. 

Oomposition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 84.00 

Alumina, 0.85 

Lime,  mere  tract). 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 7.60 

Water, 7.1 0 

Loss, 0.45 

Per  cent,  met  iron,  58.80. 

4.  Iron  ore  from   Colonel  IIaneoch*B  farm,  east  side  of  Falling 
river. 

Structure  amorphous;  compact;  fine  grained;  fracture  some- 
what conch oidal ;  colour  chestnut  brown,  without  lustre. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 84.20 

Alumina, 0.5C 

Lime,  trace. 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 4.50 

Water, 10.00 

Loss, 0.74 

Per  cent.  met.  iron,  58.94. 

6.  Iron  ore  associated  with  Talcose  slate,  from  bank  six  miles 
southwest  of  New  Canton, 

Structure  massive,  compact  and  siliceous ;  colour  clove  brown ; 
surface  presenting  glimmering  points  of  quartzose  particles. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 64.95 

Alumina, 2.66 

Oxide  of  manganese,  a  trace. 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 28.80 

Water, 10.00 

Loss, 0.20 

Per  cent.  met.  iron,  46.49. 

6.  Iron  ore  from  same  locality  as  above. 

Structure  cellular;  cells  minute;  colour  light  brown  ochreous; 
contains  small  specks  of  Quartz. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 72.00 

Alumina, 1.88 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 16.47 

Oxide  of  manganese,  a  trace. 
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Water, 10.04 

Per  cent.  met.  iron,  50.40. 

Section  VII. 
Iron  Ores  from  Formation  L 

1.  Honeycomb  ore,  Graham^s  bank,  Reed  creek,  Wythe  connty. 
Structure  somewhat  cellular;  walls  of  cells  compact  and  dose 

grained;  aspect  of  surface  earthy,  of  interior  slightly  resinous; 
colour  chestnut  brown. 
Composition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 79.49 

Alumina, 0.75 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 8.46 

Water, 11.00 

Loss, 0.30 

Per  cent.  met.  iron,  54.94. 

2.  Iron  ore  from  Forrer's  bank,  Page  connty. 

Structure  cellular  and  hematitic,  filled  witlv  reddish  oxide,  very 
tenacious  and  rough. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 79.74 

Alumina, 0.75 

Silica, 7.67 

Water, 11.68 

Loss, 0.26 

Per  oent.  met.  iron,  55.81. 

8.  Forrer's  bank,  Pa>ge  county. 

Structure  hematitic,  in  slender  stalactitic  columns ;  colour  bluish 
black ;  spans  between  the  columns  occupied  by  a  rich  orange  red 
oxide ;  lustre  resinous  and  iridescent. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 74.56 

Alumina, 4.50 

Lime,  trace. 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 5.80 

Water, 15.00 

Loss, 0.14 

Per  cent.  met.  iron,  52.19. 

4.  From  shales  of  F.I,  Augusta  connty. 

Structure  somewhat  crystalline;  hematitic,  compact;  colour 
dark  chestnut  brown. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 85.87 

Alumina,  trace. 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 2.50 

Water, 10.90 

Loss, 0.78 

Per  cent.  met.  iron,  60.10. 
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6.  Iron  ore  from  Poplar  Camp  furnace,  Wythe  county. 

Structure  irregular  nodular;  close  grained,  somewhat  cellular; 
colour  dull  brown,  without  lustre,  earthy. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 72.04 

Alumina, 1.55 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 4.45 

Water, 11.35 

Loss, 0.61 

Per  cent  met.  iron,  60.42. 

Section  VIII. 
Iron  Ores  from  Formation  IL 

1.  Iron  ore  from  Cedar  Creek  works,  2  miles  from  Euseell  court- 
house. 

Structure  hematitic,  cellular;  brown  black,  interior  of  cells  lined 
with  a  dull  brown  oxide. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 72.65 

Alumina, 3.75 

Peroxide  manganese,  trace. 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 11.60 

Water, 12.00 

Loss, 0. 10 

2.  From  near  Miller's,  nowKiena^ay^s  iron  furnace,  Mossy  creek, 
Augusta  county.  Structure  cellular,  cells  ochreous,  compact,  fine 
grained  semi-crystalline ;  colour  chestnut  brown,  bright. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Per-oxide  of  iron, 81.00 

Alumina,  trace. 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 9.60 

Water, 9.27 

Loss, 0.28 

Per  cent,  metallic  iron,  56.70. 

8.  Iron  ore,  from  Silver  creek,  used  atKenagay^s  furnace.  Struc- 
ture compact,  fine  grained,  surface  smooth ;  colour  dark  reddish 
brown. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 82.00 

Alumina,  trace. 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 8.14 

Water, 9.27 

Loss, 0.59 

Per  cent,  metallic  iron,  57.40. 

4.  Iron  ore  from  Wythe  county,  base  of  Iron  mountain.  Struc- 
ture cellular;  colour  dark  dull  chestnut  brown,  semi-crystalline. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 
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Peroxide  of  iron, 92.00 

AlamiDa,  trace. 

Silica  and  insoluble  metier, 4.00 

Water, 8.29 

Loss, 0.71 

Per  cent,  metallic  iron,  64.40. 

Section  IX. 
Iron  ores  from  Formation  V. 

1.  Iron  ore  from  Poor  Valley  ridge,  near  Cumberland  gap. 
Structure  slaty,  lami Dated,  fossiliferous.  Colour  rich  brown,  with 
a  semi-metallic  lustre,  arising  from  the  micaceous  character  of  the 
fossil  casts  which  cover  the  surface. 

Composition  in  100  pares. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 76.50 

Alumina, . .     7.60 

Ox.  manganese,  trace. 

Carbonate  of  lime, 1.00 

Magnesia,  trace. 

Water, 3.00 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 11.30 

Loss, 0.60 

Per  cent.  met.  iron,  53.56. 

2.  From  the  Bloomary,  south  of  road  on  western  side  Capon 
mountain.  Structure  cellular,  cells  lined  with  hematite;  colour 
dark  chestnut  brown. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 84.80 

Alumina,  trace. 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 3.50 

Water, 11.12 

Loss, 0.58 

Per  cent.  met.  iron,  69.36. 

Section  X. 

Iron  Ores  from  tTie  Western  Coal  Measures, 

1.  Iron  ore  from  Eelley^s  creek,  interspersed  in  shales,  Kanawha, 
Nodular  iron  ore ;  structure  nodular,  couipact,  close  grained  ;  col- 
our of  the  mass  dull  reddish  grey,  of  crust  reddish  brown  ;  fracture 
somewhat  conchoidal. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Carbonate  of  iron, 82.55 

Alumina, 1.00 

Lime,  trace. 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 12.05 

Water, 8.60 

Loss, 0.90 

Per  cent.  met.  iron,  39.85. 
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2.  Iron  ore  on  Hamilton  Place,  NichoUu  county,  oocnrs  on  top 
of  hill  in  roanded  masses.  Stmctare  irregularly  nodular ;  texture 
brittle  and  somewhat  close  grained ;  colour  chestnut  brown^  with 
blackish  spots  of  a  dull,  resinous  lustre. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 80.76 

Alumina, 1.25 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 7.40 

Water, 10.00 

Loss, 0.60 

Per  cent.  met.  iron,  56.52. 

8.  Iron  ore  in  the  red  shales,  above  the  blue  sandstone  at  Ked 
House  shoals,  Kanawha.  Structure  compact  and  somewhat  slaty ; 
close  grained ;  colour  cinnamon  brown,  without  lustre,  except  a  few 
glimmering  points. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 68.41 

Alumina, 8.45 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 82.44 

Water, 4.50 

Loss, 0.20 

4.  Iron  ore,  found  on  dividing  ridge  between  Eighteen  Mile 
creek  and  Kanawha  river,  one  mile  from  latter,  back  of  Mr.  HenDey\ 
Kanawha.  Structure  massive,  close  grained;  fracture  somewhat 
conchoidal;  colour  dull  brown,  with  glimmering  micaceous  points. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 88.00 

Alumina, ...     5.45 

Ox.  manganese, 0.25 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 10.90 

I-K)ss, 0.40 

Per  cent,  metallic  iron,  68.10. 

5.  Iron  ore  from  the  Chesterfield  coal  basin.  Structure  massive, 
somewhat  slaty ;  texture  coarse ;  colour  brownish  black,  with  glim- 
mering quartzose  points. 

Composition  in  100  parts. 

Peroxide  of  iron, 66.00 

Alumina, 7.10 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter, 14.80 

Water, 12.60 

Loss, 0.10 

Per  cent.  met.  iron,  46.20. 

Section  XI. 

CoaU  of  the  Chesterfield^  Powhatan^  Goochland  and  Henrico  Basint, 

The  following  results  have  reference  chiefly  to  a  series  of  speci- 
mens collected  at  an  early  period  of  the  survey,  from  workings 
which  in  many  cases  have  been  discontinued.    A  still  ampler  suite 
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of  all  the  coals  of  this  region,  collected  more  recently,  and  now 
under  examination,  will  famish  an  additional  hody  of  details,  suffi- 
cient, when  connected  with  those  now  given,  to  illustrate  fully  the 
chemical  character  and  economical  value  of  all  the  coal  seams  of 
this  poition  of  the  state. 

CoaUfrom  South  Side  o/Jame$  Biver, 

1.  Goal  from  Stonehenge.    Colour  of  ash,  light  reddish. 

Carbon, 58.70 

Volatile  matter, 36.50 

Ash, 4.80 

2.  Coal  from  Engine  shaft,  Maidenhead.  Colour  of  ash,  strong 
red. 

Carbon, 63.97 

Volatile  matter, 32.83 

Ash, 3.20 

8.  Coal  from  Engine  shaft,  worked  by  Eeth^  Pottos  db  Co. ;  col- 
our of  ash,  reddish  yellow. 

Carbon, 62.85 

Volatile  matter, 87.65 

Ash, 2.80 

4.  Coal  from  Mills  A  Beid^s  Creek  pit.    Colour  of  ash,  buff. 

Carbon, 57.80 

Volatile  matter, 88.60 

Ash, 8.60 

.   5.  Coal  from  WilWa  pit.    Colour  of  ash,  light  brown. 

Carbon, 62.90 

Volatile  matter, 32.50 

Ash, 4.60 

6.  Coal  from  Greenhole  shaft.    Colour  of  ash,  light  red. 

Carbon, ." 67.83 

Volatile  matter, 30.17 

Ash, 2.00 

7.  Coal  from  CoL  Heth^s  deep  shaft,  where  the  explosion  oc- 
curred. The  seam  is  between  thirty  and  forty  feet  in  thickness.  These 
specimens  were  selected  for  analysis,  and  gave  the  following  re- 
sults: 

Specimens  from  the  hottom  of  the  seam.  Colour  of  ash,  light- 
pinkish  brown. 

Carbon, 63.86 

Volatile  matter, 85.82 

Ash, 10.82 

Specimen  from  the  middle  of  the  seam.  Colour  of  ash,  light 
brownish  yellow. 

Carbon, 66.50 

Volatile  matter, 28.40 

Ash, 5.10 

Specimen  from  the  top  of  the  seam.  Colour  of  ash,  light  pink, 
inclining  a  little  to  brown. 
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Carbon, 61.63 

Volatile  matter, 28.80 

Ash, 9.62 

8.  Coal  from  Powhatan  pits,  formerly  workcMl  by  Capt.  Finney. 
Colour  of  ash,  pale  buff. 

Carbon, 69.87 

Volatile  matter, 82.83 

Ash, 7.80 

Coals  from  near  the  Appomattox  Riter. 

The  successful  explorations  of  Mr.  Cox^  on  Winterpock  creek, 
near  the  southern  termination  of  the  Chesterfield  basin,  have  of 
late  given  great  interest  to  this  portion  of  the  coal  field.  The  qual- 
ity of  the  coal  at  Mr,  Cox's  opening,  as  indicated  by  analysis,  and 
proved  by  its  use  in  the  grate,  is  such  as  to  ensure  its  extensive  em- 
ployment, and  combined  with  the  favourable  attitude  of  the  seam, 
and  its  ample  thickness  and  extent,  cannot  fail  to  confer  much  im- 
portance upon  this  part  of  the  basin. 

The  following  analysis  will  convey  an  idea  of  the  composition  of 
the  coal.  Additional  chemical  examinations  are  still  required  to 
give  a  fair  average  of  the  several  varieties  found  in  this  portion  of 
the  field. 

9.  Coal  from  Mr,  Coo^e  mine,  Winterpock  cpeek. 

Carbon, 66.52 

Volatile  matter, 29.12 

Ash, 6.36 

Coals  from  North  Side  of  James  River. 

10.  Coal  from  Capt.  Thomas  M.  Randolph^  Colour  of  ash, 
light  red. 

Carbon, 66.15 

Volatile  matter, 80.50 

Ash 8.86 

11.  Coal  from  Coalbrook  dale.  Second  seam.  Colour  of  ash, 
light  grey. 

Carbon, 66.48 

Volatile  matter, 29.00 

Ash, 4.52 

12.  Coal  from  Anderson's  pit.  First  seam  in  shaft  where  the 
upper  seam  only  was  wrought  in  1836.     Colour  of  ash,  light  grey. 

Carbon, 66.78 

Volatile  matter, 28.30 

Ash, 4.92 

13.  Coal  from  Rarr^s  pits.  First  seam.  Colour  of  ash,  faint 
red. 

Carbon, 70.80 

Volatile  matter, 24.00 

Ash, 6.20 
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14.  Coal  from  Bari'^s  pits.   Second  seam.  Colour  of  ash,  strong  red. 

Carbon, 54.97 

Volatile  matter, 22.83 

Ash, 22.20 

15.  Coal  ifrom  Barfs  pits.  Third  seam.  Colour  of  ash,  light 
brown. 

Carbon, 65.50 

Volatile  matter, 24.70 

Ash, 9.80 

16.  Coal  from  Barfs  pits.  F(mrth  seam.  Colour  of  ash,  strong 
red. 

Carbon, 56707 

Volatile  matter, 21.33 

Ash, 22.60 

17.  Coal  from  GroucKs  lower  shaft.  Upper  seam  110  feet  be- 
neath surface. 

Carbon, 64.60 

Volatile  matter, 30.00 

Ash, 5.40 

18.  Coal  from  ScotVs  pit,  formerly  Woodward* s.  Colour  of  ash, 
light  grey. 

Carbon, 60.86 

Volatile  matter, 33.70 

Ash, 5.44 

19.  Coal  from  Waterloo  shaft. 

Carbon, 55.20 

Volatile  matter, 26.80 

Ash, 18.00 

20.  Coal  from  the  Deep  run  pits. 

Carbon, 69.84 

Volatile  matter, 25.16 

Ash, 5.00 

Cohefrom  Chesterfield, 

This  curious  material,  occurring  in  a  very  heavy  bed  at  the  east- 
ern margin  of  the  basin,  towards  the  river,  has  the  aspect  and  com- 
position of  a  coal  which  has  been  in  great  part  deprived  of  its  vola- 
tile ingredients  by  heat,  accompanied  by  such  a  pressure  of  the 
overlying  strata  as  would  prevent  the  puffy  cellular  texture  usually 
assumed  by  coke.  Its  geological  position,  and  the  probable  agencies 
to  which  it  owes  its  present  form,  will  claim  a  detailed  illustration 
at  a  future  time.  For  the  present  I  may  remark,  that  retaining  all 
the  carbon  of  the  original  coal,  this  material  has  great  value  as  a 
combustible,  yielding  the  intense  and  steady  heat  of  anthracite,  at 
the  same  time  that,  from  its  less  compact  texture,  it  is  more  readily 
ignited  than  coal  of  that  description.  The  following  is  the  compo- 
sition of  100  grains  of  the  more  compact  variety : 

Carbon, 80.80 

Volatile  matter, 9.98 

Ash, 9.72 


E  E  P  O  E  T 

or  THB   FROOBJESS   OF 

THE    GEOLOGICAL    SUKVEY 

OF 

THE  STATE  OF  VIRGINIA 

FOR  THE  YEAR  I84I. 


Office  of  tub  Board  of  Public  Wobks, 
80tii  December,  1841. 

Sib,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  pro- 
fessor Rogers  to  the  Board  of  public  works,  respecting  the  progress 
of  the  geological  survey  of  the  state  under  his  direction  during  the 
past  season. 

It  is  no  doubt  in  the  recollection  of  the  legislature,  that  the  act 
authorizing  the  survey  was  repealed  at  their  last  session  from  and 
after  the  1st  January,  1842.  The  board  respectfully  represent,  that 
by  the  operation  of  that  act,  there  is,  in  their  opinion,  a  strong  prob- 
ability that  the  great  benefits  which  were  so  confidently  anticipated 
from  the  survey,  will  in  a  great  measure  be  lost  to  our  citizens.  It 
is  only  the  final  comprehensive  report,  systematically  arranged, 
and  embodying  the  results  of  nearly  seven  years  laborious  investi- 
gation, which  can  display  in  a  proper  manner,  the  new,  various  and 
valuable  developments  made  in  regard  to  the  geological  structure  of 
the  state,  its  rich  and  inexhaustible  mineral  wealth,  and  its  vast  ag- 
ricultural resources.  To  enable  him  therefore  to  present  such  a 
report,  to  arrange  the  numerous  mineral  specimens,  and  to  prepare 
the  necessary  drawings  and  maps,  professor  Rogers  recommends 
that  the  services  of  his  corps,  as  at  present  organized,  be  continued 
until  the  regular  close  of  the  geological  year  in  April  next,  and  that 
an  additional  appropriation  of  $2500  be  made  for  the  purposes 
above  mentioned. 

The  reasons  adduced  by  professor  Rogers  are  in  the  view  of  the 
board  so  unanswerable,  that  they  do  not  hesitate  most  respectfully 
to  recommend  the  passage  of  an  act  in  accordance  with  his  sugges- 
tion. 

With  the  highest  respect, 

John  Ruthekfoobd, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Worhe. 

To  tlie  Honourable 

17ie  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Ldegatn, 


REPORT. 


In  compliance  with  tLe  law,  I  beg  leave  to  present  the  following 
report  of  the  progress  of  the  geological  survey  dariug  tlie  past 
season. 

SCOPE  OF  THE  PSE8ENT  REPOKT. 

The  near  approach  of  the  survey  to  its  completion,  renders  it 
necessary  that  I  should  at  once  devote  my  attention  to  the  various 
and  arduous  duties  connected  with  the  preparation  of  the  final  re- 
port. I  conceive  therefore  that  I  shall  best  promote  the  interests 
of  the  work  by  confining  myself  on  this  occasion  to  a  very  brief 
sketch  of  our  investigations  during  the  past  season,  omitting  all  such 
details  of  our  operations  in  the  lield  and  laboratory  as  have  been 
usual  in  my  previous  reports. 

In  this  view  of  my  duty  to  the  hoard  and  the  public,  I  purpose 
to  present  no  further  account  of  the  labours  of  the  past  season  than 
a  hasty  notice  of  the  general  course  of  research  in  each  of  the  dis- 
tricts in  which  we  have  pursued  our  enquiries,  leaving  the  full  ex- 
position of  what  has  been  done  to  be  incorporated  with  the  results 
of  all  our  previous  investigations  in  the  comprehensive  final  report 
for  which  I  am  now  actively  preparing.  This  report,  the  crowning 
work  of  the  survey,  from  which  alone  a  just  estimate  of  its  high 
economical  and  scientific  value  can  be  formed,  it  shall  be  my  anx- 
ious endeavour  to  present  to  the  legislature  at  tlieir  next  session. 

OBQANIZATION   AND   0PEKAT10N3   OP   THE  GEOLOGICAL   C0EP8. 

The  death  of  my  valued  assistant,  Dr.  George  W.  Boyd,  towards 
the  close  of  the  preceding  season,  and  the  withdrawal  from  the  sur- 
vey of  Mr.  Samuel  Lewis,  who  had  rendered  efficient  service  during 
the  same  year,  created  two  important  vacancies  in  the  corps,  one  of 
which,  as  the  board  is  aware,  was  supplied  early  last  spring  by  the 
appointment  of  my  brother,  professor  James  B.  Rogers,  to  whose 
aid  in  the  chemical  as  well  as  geological  part  of  our  work  the  survey 
is  indebted  for  many  valuable  results.  Finding  great  difficulty  in 
filling  the  other  vacancy  in  a  suitable  manner,  and  believing  that 
with  the  corps  as  already  organize<l,  aided  by  occasional  services 
temporarily  obtained  from  others,  the  field  work  of  the  survey  could 
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be  advanced  as  rapidly  as  had  been  anticipated  in  my  last  report,  I 
conceived  it  best  to  relinquish  the  idea  of  any  farther  appointment 
for  the  year,  and  I  may  add  that  I  the  more  readily  adopted  this 
course  from  the  belief  that  the  portion  of  the  annual  appropriation 
thus  reserved  could  be  expended  with  far  more  advantage  to  the 
survey  in  assisting  to  provide  such  aid  as  would  be  necessary  after 
the  expiration  of  the  present  geological  year,  in  arranging  the  cabi- 
net, and  furthering  my  exertions  in  preparing  for  publication  the 
final  report  with  its  accompanying  maps  and  sections. 

Allotting  to  my  assistants,  as  usual,  those  scenes  of  operation  in 
which  from  their  prior  experience  they  were  best  prepared  to  con- 
tinue their  respective  labours,  I  assigned  to  Mr.  C.  Briggs,  assisted 
by  Mr.  T.  Ridgway,  the  task  of  finishing  the  exploration  of  the  great 
coal  resion  of  the  west,  to  Mr.  I.  Slade  that  of  making  the  further 
researches  required  to  complete  our  knowledge  of  the  Appalachian 
belt,  and  to  professor  J.  B.  Rogers  the  examination  of  those  por- 
tions of  the  middle  secondary  region  between  the  Potomac  river 
and  Albemarle  county,  and  of  the  upper  secondary  and  tertiary 
tracts  lying  along  and  near  the  Potomac,  which  as  mentioned  in  my 
last  report,  had  been  hitherto,  but  imperfectly  explored. 

In  pursuance  of  the  duties  thus  prescribed,  Messrs.  Briggs  and 
Ridgway,  assisted  during  a  large  part  of  the  season  by  Mr.  M.  Wells, 
commenced  their  investigations  by  carefully  tracing  the  more  im- 
portant members  of  the  coal  series  in  the  southern  portion  of  the 
valley  of  the  Monongaliela,  uniting  their  work  with  the  results  of 
previous  investigations  in  the  neighbouring  regions  towards  the 
north,  and  east,  and  west.  Thence  they  continued  their  examina- 
tions to  Tygart's  valley,  tracing  the  important  coal  seams  of  this 
region  from  Weston  through  and  across  the  valley  of  Buchanan's 
river,  and  marking  the  eastern  outcrop  of  the  great  system  of  coal 
measures  along  the<Bummit  and  western  flank  of  the  Rich  mountain. 
After  bestowing  the  requisite  attention  upon  the  structure  and  com- 
position of  the  great  parallel  ridges  in  Randolph  county,  between 
the  Tygart's  valley  and  the  front  ridge  of  Alleghany,  and  marking 
the  general  limits  and  contents  of  the  narrow  coal  basin  included 
between  the  Cheat  and  Shaver's  mountains,  they  proceeded  to  con- 
nect these  observations  with  those  previously  made  on  the  Little 
Kanawha,  and  in  the  region  lying  between  this  stream  and  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  state,  by  additional  sections  and  other  in- 
vestigations extending  from  the  eastern  escarpment  of  the  coal  rocks 
to  the  Ohio  river. 

Having  thus  completed  the  examination  of  the  northern  half  of 
the  coal  region  as  regards  all  its  important  geological  features,  we 
continued  a  similar  series  of  researches  towards  the  south  as  far  as 
the  Great  Kanawha,  including  an  investigation  of  the  strata  along 
the  Elk  river  from  its  head  waters  to  its  mouth,  and  various  ex- 
plorations in  Greenbrier,  Nicholas,  Fayette  and  Kanawha  oonnties 
m  extension  and  correction  of  the  results  of  previous  observations. 

In  the  region  south  of  the  Kanawha  river,  careful  explorations 
were  made  along  the  three  great  lines  of  section  formed  by  the 
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Gnjandotte  river,  and  the  Tng  and  Lonisa  forks  of  Sandy  river, 
embracing  the  entire  distance  from  the  southeastern  escarpment  of 
the  coal  rocks  on  the  Great  Flat  Top  mountain  in  Fayette,  Tazewell 
and  Russell  counties  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  in  connection  witJi  these 
and  the  researches  of  former  years,  various  additional  observations 
were  made  in  other  lines,  with  a  view  of  tracing  the  more  impor- 
tant coal  seams  over  the  intervening  tracts,  and  marking  the  influ- 
ence of  the  several  axes  which  are  prolonged  in  a  southwesterly 
direction  across  this  region. 

Among  the  various  interesting  results  developed  in  the  course  ot 
these  enquiries,  may  be  mentioned  the  discovery  of  the  wide  exten- 
sion eastward  and  southward  from  the  upper  part  of  the  Mononga- 
hela  river  of  the  great  upper  coal  seam,  known  further  towards  the 
north  as  the  Clarksburg  or  Morgantown  seam.  Lower  down  the  river 
this,  the  most  valuable  bed  of  coal  embraced  in  the  northern  half  of 
our  coal  region,  makes,  as  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  its  most  east- 
ern outcrop  along  the  western  base  of  Laurel  hill,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  or  two  narrow  tracts,  is  no  where  met  with  in  the 
region  eastward  of  this  ridge.  But  in  its  extension  towards  the 
south,  it  is  permitted  by  the  gradually  flattening  dips  connected  with 
this  axis  to  spread  itself  widely  towards  the  southeast,  and  is  thus 
continued  in  the  hills  over  an  extensive  district  towards  Buclianan^s 
river,  making  its  final  outcrop  in  the  dividing  ridge  westward  of 
that  stream.  I  may  add  that  tlie  same  important  seam  has  also  been 
traced  into  the  hills  bordering  the  Elk  river  near  SuttonsviUe,  and 
over  a  district  in  that  vicinity  of  considerable  extent. 

While  thus  adverting  to  the  mineral  riches  of  this  portion  of  the 
state,  I  would  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that  throughout  a  large 
part  of  the  region  referred  to,  as  well  as  much  of  that  lying  towards 
the  north  and  west,  the  vallies  and  steep  hill  sides  occupied  by  the 
calcareous  shales  of  the  coal  measures,  are  covered  with  a  richly 
productive  soil,  whose  fertility  is  continually  recruited  by  materials 
from  the  adjoining  rocks.  In  view  of  this  important  fact,  I  may 
be  allowed  to  express  the  earnest  hope,  that  the  cheering  invitation 
thus  proffered  to  agricultural  enterprise,  seconded  as  it  now  is  by 
an  easy  communication  along  the  gi*eat  highways  recently  con- 
structed across  this  region  to  the  Ohio  river,  will  ere  long  lead  to 
the  rapid  peopling  and  cultivation  of  a  valuable,  but  hitherto  ill- 
appreciated  portion  of  the  state. 

Results  of  not  less  interest  have  attended  our  investigations  in 
the  region  south  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  where  the  lower  coal  meas- 
ures, retained  above  the  water  level  by  a  series  of  low  axes,  are 
extended  with  almost  unbroken  continuity  over  a  large  part  of  the 
area  lying  between  the  Flat  Top  mountain  and  the  Ohio  nver,  and 
are  thus  permitted  to  display  their  valuable  contents  in  the  noble 
sections  formed  by  the  Kanawha,  Coal,  Guyandotte  and  Sandy  rivers, 
as  well  as  in  an  immense  number  of  intervening  situations.  . 

In  the  Appalachian  belt,  the  examination  of  which  was  commit- 
ted to  Mr.  I.  Blade,  our  observations  though  chiefly  directed  to  a 
review  of  previous  results  and  the  correction  and  extension  of  the 
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seotional  drawings  previonsly  formed,  as  well  as  the  constrnction  of 
new  sections  along  other  lines  of  exploration,  were  also  in  part  de- 
voted to  the  longitudinal  tracing  of  some  of  the  important  lines  of 
dislocation  hitherto  bnt  partially  followed  out,  and  an  examination 
continuously  of  the  mineral  character  of  the  formations  in  the  grad- 
ual modifications  which  they  undergo  as  they  are  prolonged  towards 
the  southwest.  With  these  researches  were  associated  further  meas- 
urements of  the  thickness  of  several  of  the  formations,  and  obser- 
vations for  determining  the  heights  of  important  ridges  and  knobs, 
not  hitherto  ascertained. 

Of  the  economical  results  of  our  labours  in  this  region,  it  would 
be  useless  to  speak  at  this  time,  as  from  their  necessary  connection 
with  the  complex  features  of  the  country,  they  could  not  be  referred 
to  intelligibly  without  the  assistance  of  a  map  and  sections. 

Our  researches  in  the  region  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  conducted 
by  professor  J.  B.  Rogers,  were  in  the  first  place  directed  to  the 
completion  of  the  several  sections  from  the  summit  of  the  ridge  to 
the  western  margin  of  the  tertiary,  which  hnd  been  left  in  an  unfin- 
ished state  the  previous  year,  and  to  the  construction  of  additional 
partial  sections  in  the  intervening  tracts.  They  were  then  devoted 
to  that  portion  of  the  middle  secondary  region  between  the  Potomao 
river  and  Albemarle  county,  which  had  been  hitherto  but  partially 
examined,  and  while  completing  the  task  of  tracing  the  margin  of 
this  formation  we  followed  it  into  Maryland  and  connected  the 
geology  of  the  adjoining  parts  of  the  two  states  by  appropriate  sec- 
tions. A  further  examination  was  also  made  of  the  upper  secondary 
sandstones  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Mt.  Vernon  to  the  Rappa- 
hannock river,  with  a  view  of  determining  more  precisely  the  limits 
of  the  formation,  and  in  aid  of  this  as  well  as  more  general  objects 
our  observations  were  carried  to  some  distance  within  the  adjoining 
primary  and  tertiary  tracts. 

By  these  and  collateral  researches  in  the  coal  measures  of  Hen- 
rico, Goochland,  Chesterfield  and  Powhatan,  additional  light  has 
been  cast  upon  the  geological  relations  of  these  two  closely  allied 
formations  to  each  other,  and  to  the  middle  secondary  rocks,  and  I 
may  mention  as  a  result  of  much  interest  in  American  geology,  that 
all  my  observations  in  these  various  tracts  lead  to  the  conclusion, 
that  while  the  upper  secondary  sandstones  appertain  to  the  Oolitic 
period  of  British  geologists,  the  coal  measures,  somewhat  more  an» 
cient,  connect  themselves  with  the  Lias,  and  the  middle  secondary 
rocks  with  the  New  Red  Sandstone. 

In  the  chemical  department  of  the  survey,  in  which  I  have  been 
chiefly  aided  by  my  brother,  our  progress  has  been  quite  satisfac- 
tory, but  the  analyses  remaining  to  be  executed,  make  it  necessary 
to  continue  this  branch  of  our  labours  throughout  the  winter. 

Numerous  sections,  framed  from  observations  made  during  the 
past  season,  are  now  in  progress,  which  together  with  the  detailed 
reports  relating  to  our  labours  in  the  field,  will  furnish  employment 
for  my  assistants  for  some  time  to  come. 

From  the  above  sketch  of  our  operations  in  the  field  during  the 
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past  season,  the  board  will  perceive  that  the  progress  of  our  re- 
searches has  been  fully  commensarate  with  the  anticipations  on  this 
subject  expressed  in  my  last  report,  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in 
announcing  the  fact,  tliat  with  the  exception  of  the  two  counties  on 
the  Eastern  Shore,  our  field  work  has  been  in  all  important  points 
completed.  In  thus  postponing  the  examination  of  the  counties  east 
of  the  Chesapeake,  I  have  been  guided  bj  the  wish  to  advance  our 
labours  with  all  practicable  speed  in  the  other  and  more  difficult 
parts  of  the  field,  which  could  only  be  done  by  maintaining  an  un- 
broken continuity  of  observation,  and  that  from  the  knowledge  al- 
ready possessed  of  the  very  simple  geology  of  the  district  in  ques- 
tion, I  feel  quite  assured  that  the  requisite  explorations  can  be  made 
with  comparatively  little  labour.  To  this  remnant  of  our  work,  as 
well  as  certain  other  local  examinations  in  the  marl  region  and 
other  parts  of  the  state,  I  purpose  devoting  the  necessary  attention 
during  the  coming  season. 

dOMPLKTION     OF    THE     BUBVEY    AND     PKEPABATION    OF    THE     FINAL 

BEPOBT. 

Having  bronght  the  active  labours  of  the  survey  thus  near  to 
their  completion,  I  am  now  entering  upon  the  task  of  preparing  the 
final  report.  Those  who  like  the  board  have  been  able  to  follow 
me  and  my  assistants  in  the  diversified  and  laborious  researches  in 
which  we  have  been  actively  engaged  for  nearly  six  years,  and  who 
reflect  upon  the  immense  extent  of  ground  over  which  our  explora- 
tions have  been  carried,  the  largest  area  ever  subjected  to  systematic 
geological  examination  in  any  part  of  the  world,  will  be  at  once 
prepared  to  form  a  just  idea  of  the  number  and  extent  of  our  re- 
sults, and  of  the  magnitude  of  the  task  of  producing  a  full  report  on 
the  geology  of  the  state.  To  those  interested  in  the  survey  who 
may  not  be  thus  prepared  to  conceive  the  extent  and  nature  of  such 
a  report,  it  may  suffice  to  say,  that  besides  embodying  in  a  digested 
form  every  important  result,  general  or  local,  attained  in  the  prog- 
ress of  the  work,  and  of  which  but  partial  and  unconnected  notices 
have  been  given  in  my  annual  reports,  it  will  comprise  an  ample 
series  of  sections  and  other  drawings  illustrating  the  geology  of 
every  part  of  the  state,  together  with  a  geological  map  of  its  entire 
surface,  exhibiting  each  formation  in  its  appropriate  place. 

Such  being  the  task  before  me,  I  feel  that  it  would  be  quite  im- 
possible to  complete  it  even  in  two  years  from  the  present  time, 
unless  J  am  allowed  the  assistance  of  my  corps  until  the  close  of  the 
geological  year  in  April  next,  and  even  with  this  assistance  there 
will  still  remain  to  be  performed  so  large  an  amount  of  labour  con- 
nected with  the  arrangement  of  the  cabinet,  the  preparation  of  the 
sections  and  map  to  accompany  the  final  report,  and  other  tasks 
collateral  to  that  work,  and  which  ought  to  bo  in  progress  while  I 
am  engaged  upon  it,  that  unless  some  aid  for  these  purposes  be  al- 
lowed me,  it  will  be  impracticable  to  have  the  report  in  readiness  to 
he  presented  to  the  legislature  at  its  next  session. 

The  necessity  of  thus  continuing  my  present  corps  in  service 
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antil  April,  will  at  onoe  appear  from  considering  first  that  the  laboor 
of  drawing  up  in  systematio  form  the  ohserTations  made  in  the  field 
daring  the  past  season,  and  of  constmcting  the  corresponding  sec- 
tions and  maps,  is  of  itself  sufBcient  to  keep  my  assistants  busily 
employed  until  near  the  close  of  the  winter;  and,  secondly,  th^ 
these  materials  if  thrown  upon  my  hands  in  an  undigested  shape, 
and  unaccompanied  by  the  detailed  explanations  which  the  observer 
alone  can  give,  would  be  so  little  available  for  the  purposes  of  final 
publication,  as  to  make  such  a  premature  disbanding  of  the  corps 
tantamount  to  the  sacrifice  of  a  large  part  of  the  labour  and  outlay 
of  the  last  season. 

It  should  moreover  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  large  mass  of  de- 
tails collected  in  previous  years,  and  out  of  which  I  am  to  construct 
the  final  report,  will  in  many  instances  require  to  be  corrected  or 
modified  in  accordance  with  later  examinations,  and  in  this  impor- 
tant work  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  desirable  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  conferring  with  those  by  whom  the  observations  were 
actu^ly  made. 

I  would  therefore  respectfully  urge  upon  the  board  as  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  enable  me  to  draw  up  my  final  report  in  a  form 
at  all  consistent  with  the  great  magnitude  and  importance  of  our 
labours,  and  within  a  reasonable  time,  that  ths  services  of  my  corps 
as  at  present  organised^  he  continued  until  the  regular  close  qf  the 
geological  year  in  April  next. 

In  connection  with  this  request,  it  is  but  proper  to  remark,  that 
as  onr  first  geological  year  in  the  begmning  of  the  survey  commenced 
on  the  2d  of  April,  and  as  all  the  succeeding  annual  appropriations 
have  been  regarded  as  applying  to  the  successive  periods  of  twelve 
months  from  that  date,  we  have  always,  as  the  board  is  aware,  em- 
braced in  our  year  the  whole  circle  of  the  twelve  months  terminat- 
ing at  that  time,  thus  giving  to  the  geological  a  different  position 
from  that  of  the  Jiscal  year^  though  still  embracing  an  e<^ual  amount 
of  time.  Presuming  tbat  a  natural  misconception  on  this  point  led 
to  the  action  of  the  legislature  during  the  last  session,  arresting  the 
appropriation  before  the  close  of  our  year,  and  having  full  confi- 
dence in  the  wise  economy  as  well  as  liberality  of  that  body,  I  can- 
not doubt  their  ready  acquiescence  in  the  request  above  made  for 
tbe  continuance  of  the  appropriation  until  the  2d  of  April  next. 

But  as  already  intimated,  even  after  that  date  and  while  I  am 
preparing  the  report,  there  will  remain  to  be  performed  other  im- 
portant duties  collateral  to  those  of  authorship,  and  essential  to  the 
great  objects  of  the  survey,  which  if  devolved  upon  myself  alone, 
would  so  retard  my  labours  as  to  render  it  impossible,  however 
earnestly  I  might  toil,  to  have  the  report  in  readiness  for  the  legisla- 
ture during  their  next  session.  Among  the  duties  here  referred  to, 
I  would  beg  leave  to  specify 

Ist.  The  arrangement  and  labelling  of  our  large  collection  of 
specimens,  the  gatherings  of  many  years,  according  to  a.  systematic 
plan,  and  in  reference  to  the  report — ^itself  a  work  demanding  much 
time  and  labour. 
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2d.  The  completion  and  final  arrangement  of  oar  numerous  sec- 
tions and  other  drawings,  and  the  construction  and  colouring  of  a 
geological  map  of  the  state  from  the  various  partial  maps  completed 
or  in  progress. 

8d.  The  exploration  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  and  such  further  ex- 
amination of  certain  localities  in  other  quarters  of  the  state  as  may 
be  demanded  in  the  progress  of  the  report. 

Nearly  all  these  labours  it  will  be  readily  perceived  are  essen- 
tially connected  with  the  arrangement  of  the  report  and  could  only 
he  carried  on^  consistently,  with  the  desirable  harmony  of  plan,  at 
the  same  time  that  lam  engaged  upon  that  work. 

Thus  impressed  with  the  magnitude  of  the  task  I  have  to  per- 
form, and  earnestly  desirous  of  completing  it  at  an  early  day,  I  feel 
it  my  duty  to  request  of  the  legislature  a  further  small  appropriation 
to  be  applied  after  the  close  of  the  geological  year,  in  aid  of  the  col- 
lateral duties  above  described.  The  least  amount  adequate  to  these 
purposes  on  the  most  restricted  scale  of  expenditure,  would,  I  con- 
ceive, be  $2500,  out  of  which  I  would  propose  paying  the  salaries 
of  those  employed,  and  defraying  other  necessary  expenses. 

In  calling  upon  the  legislature  for  this  special  appropriation,  I 
would  particularly  ask  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  sum  required 
falls  short  of  the  unexpended  portions  of  the  two  last  annual  appro- 
priations, and  that  therefore  its  devotion  to  the  purposes  of  the  survey 
has  in  effect  been  already  authorized,  and  I  would  wish  it  to  be  borne 
in  mind  that  in  organizing  my  corps  for  the  last  two  years  on  such  a 
scale  as  to  make  the  annual  expenditure  less  by  more  than  a  thousand 
dollars  than  the  sum  allowed  by  the  legislature,  I  have  had  steadily 
in  view  the  necessity  of  aid  such  as  that  now  requested,  collateral 
to  the  preparation  of  my  report,  and  essential  to  a  proper  comple- 
tion of  our  labours. 

In  making  this  request,  therefore,  nothing  more  is  asked  than  the 
authority  to  apply,  to  purposes  essential  to  the  completion  of  our 
work,  a  part  of  the  sum  providently  saved  out  of  the  previous  ap- 
propriations, through  an  anxious  regard  to  the  most  efficient  and 
economical  application  of  the  funds  of  the  state. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  add,  that  with  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  present  season  continued  to  the  end  of  the  geo- 
logical year,  and  with  the  authority  above  requested  for  the  em- 
ployment of  $2500  dollars  of  unexpended  appropriations,  the  entire 
expenses  of  the  survey  from  its  regular  organization  in  1836  to  the 
completion  of  the  final  report,  will  still  not  amount  to  more  than 
$46J0OO. 

This  sum,  as  the  bo&nl  is  aware,  falls  short  by  about  6000  dollars 
of  the  amount  mentioned  in  my  report  of  1836,  as  probably  neces- 
sary for  the  execution  of  the  survey,  and  bears  but  a  small  ratio  to 
the  sums  devoted  to  similar  surveys  in  other  states  of  less  area  and 
of  more  simple  geological  structure. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  remark,  that  while  I  am  duly  sensible  of 
the  magnitude  and  difficulty  of  the  tasks  I  have  still  to  perform, 
before  the  fruits  of  our  researches  can  be  made  available  to  the 
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pnblic  and  men  of  science  at  home  and  abroad,  I  am  cheered  by  an 
increasing  sense  of  the  permanent  benefits  which  are  to  fiow  from 
our  own  and  the  other  great  surveys  now  approaching  their  com- 
pletion. Regarding  with  friendly  emulation  the  labours  of  all  who 
are  united  in  the  grand  enterprise  of  making  known  the  geology, 
and  throagh  it,  the  native  resources  of  our  common  country,  I  may 
be  indulged  in  expressing  the  satisfaction  with  which  I  reflect  upon 
the  peculiar  oroductiveness  and  grandeur  of  that  portion  of  the  field 
which  it  has  been  my  province  to  explore ;  nor  can  I  close  the  pres- 
ent report  without  renewing  the  earnest  wish,  not  nnmingled  with 
patriotic  pride,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  give  to  the  world  the  em- 
bodied results  of  our  labours  in  a  form  worthy  of  the  magnificent 
truths  disclosed  in  the  geology  of  our  state,  and  of  the  noble  aspira- 
tions of  its  liberal  and  enlightened  citizens. 

Wm.  B.  Roobbb. 
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OF 
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or 
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RESULTS    OF   ANALYSES. 


In  view  of  the  clinracteristic  or  typical  ingredients  of  mineral 
springs,  they  may  be  divided  into : 

1.  Carbonic  or  Acidulous^  in  which  Oarbonic  Acid  and  Carbonates 

give  character  to  the  water,  particularly  Carbonates  of  Lime 
and  Magnesia. 

2.  Sulphurous  in  which  Snipharetted  Hydrogen  or  Hydrosiilphates, 

or  both,  are  predominant. 

8.  Alkaline^  characterised  by  Carbonate  of  Soda. 

4.  C^AaZy&eato/ marked  by  the  prevalence  of  Oxide  of  Iron  or  Car- 

bonate of  Iron.  In  the  latter  case  the  Carbonic  Acid  which 
holds  ap  the  Carbonate  of  Iron  is  often  in  sufficient  amount  to 
render  the  spring  decidedly  acidulous.  Such  waters  might  be 
termed  Acidulous- Chalybeate,  The  Oxide  of  Iron  in  the  ordi- 
nary Chalybeate  is  combined  with  Crenic  and  Apocrenic  acids. 

5.  Sulphuric  or  Alwmino- Chalybeate^  containing  chiefly  Sulpbates 

of  Alumina  and  Iton  with  free  Sulphuric  Acid,  These  are  the 
Alum  and  Copperas  Springs  of  some  parts  of  our  Appalachian 
belt. 

6.  Brine  Springs,  marked  by  the  predominance  of  Chloride  of  So- 

dium. 

PBINOIPAX  INGREDIENTS  FOUND  IN  MINERAL  SPRINOa. 


Carbonate  of  Lime, 
^'         of  Magnesia, 
"         of  Soda, 
"         of  Iron, 
"         of  Alumina, 
Sulphate  of  Lime, 
'^       of  Magnesia, 
"       of  Soda, 
"       of  Iron, 
"       of  Alumina, 
Chloride  of  Sodium, 
"       of  Calcium, 
'^       of  Magnesium, 


Iodides, 

Bromides, 

Silica, 

Caustic  Soda, 

Hydrosulphuret, 

Sulphides  of  Sodium  and 

Magnesium, 
Organic  Matter, 
Carbonic  Acid, 
Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, 
Oxygen, 
Nitrogen, 
Carburetted  Hydrogen. 
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Temperature  variable  bat  always  thermal — from  61®  to  65°  Fahr- 
enheit. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  eyaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  beiug  dried  at  212°,  65.54  grains. 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient  in  100  cubic  inches,  estimated 
as  perfectly  free  from  water ; 

Sulphate  of  Lime, 31.680  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 8.241      »* 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 4.050     " 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 1.530     " 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 0.506     " 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, 0.071      " 

Chloride  of  Calcium, 0.010      " 

Chloride  of  Sodium, 0.226      " 

Proto-Sulphate  of  Iron, 0.069      " 

Sulphate  of  Alumina, 0.012     ** 

Earthy  Phosphates, a  trace. 

Azotized  Organic  Matter  blended  with  a  pro- 
portion of  SulphuF, about  6  grains. 

Iodine  combined  with  Sodium  and  Magnesium. 
Volume  of  each  of  the  gases  in  a  free  state  contained  in  100  cubic 
inches : 

Cubic  inches. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, 0.06  to  1.30 

Nitrogen, .' 1.88 

Oxygen, 0.19 

Carbonic  Acid, 3.67 

While  the  proportion  of  the  saline  ingredients  has  been  found  to 
suffer  but  little  variation  with  the  season  and  weather,  that  of  the 
Sulphuretted  Hydrogen  and  the  Sulphur  united  with  Azotized  Or- 
ganic Matter  has  been  observed  to  show  very  marked  fluctuations. 

Salt  Sulphmr  Springrs,  Monroe  Co.,  W.  Va. 
Old  Spring. 
Temperature  variable,  from  49°  to  56°. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212°,  81.41  grains. 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient  in  100  cubic  inches,  estimated 
as  perfectly  free  from  water : 

Sulphate  of  Lime, 36.755  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 7.883      " 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 0.682      " 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 4.445      " 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 1.434      " 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, 0.116      " 

Chloride  of  Sodium, 0.638      " 

'  Chloride  of  Calcium, 0.026      " 

Iodine    probably    combined   with    sodium, 
a  minute  but  distinct  trace. 
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An  Azotized  organic  matter  blended  with 

Sulphur, 49.000  grains. 

Peroxide  of  Iron  derived  from  Proto-sul- 
phate 0.042      " 

Earthy  Phosphates, ■. a  trace. 

Yolume  of  each  of  tlie  gases,  contained  in  a  free  state  in  100 
cubic  inches : 

Cubic  inches. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, 1.10  to  1.50 

Nitrogen, 2.05 

Oxygen, 0.27 

Carbonic  Acid, 5.76  * 

The  bubbles  of  gas  that  are  seen  adhering  to  the  sides  of  the 
spring  are  composed  almost  entirely  of  Nitrogen. 

New  Spring. 

Temperature  variable. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212°,  76.87  grains. 

The  foregoing  list  of  ingredients  in  the  Salt  Sulphur  water  ap- 
plies to  the  New  as  well  a.s  the  Old  Spring,  the  former  having  a 
rather  smaller  amount  of  saline  matter  in  general,  though  in  some 
ingredients  surpassing  the  other.  It  has  been  very  minutely  analysed, 
and  is  the  first  of  all  the  waters  in  which  I  was  enabled  to  detect 
traces  of  Iodine,  which  it  contains  in  larger  amount  than  the  Old 
Spring,  and  indeed  than  most  of  the  other  waters  in  which  I  have 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  discover  this  material. 

Humphrey's  Sprin^Tf  Komroe  Co.,  W.  Ta. 

(Between  the  Salt  Sulphur  and  Bed  Sulphur.) 

Temperature  variable,  ranging  between  50°  and  60°. 

Sohd  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212°,  49.91  grains: 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient  in  100  cubic  inches,  estimated 
as  perfectly  free  from  water : 

Sulphate  of  Lime, 8.780  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 4.232     " 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 15.540      " 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 6.380     ** 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 1.010      " 

Chloride  of  Sodium, 2.784     " 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, I.CIO      " 

Iodine  probably  combined  with  Sodium a  trace. 

Peroxide  of  Iron  derived  from  proto-sul- 
phate, a  trace. 

Sulphur  mingled  with  organic  matter,  in  considerable  amount. 

Gases  contained  in  this  water,  in  quantities  not  yet  determined : 
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Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, 
Carbonic  Acid, 
Nitrogen, 
Oxygen. 

Bed  Sulphur  Sprlnffs*  Konroe  Co.,  W.  Ta. 

Temperature  variable,  from  50*  to  54°. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212^  7.587  grains  : 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient  in  100  cubic  inches,  estimated 
as  perfectly  free  from  water : 

Sulphate  of  Lime, 0.923  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 0.064 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 1 .241 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 2.493 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 0.788 

Chloride  of  Sodium, 0.042 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, a  trace. 

Sulphides, in  minute  quantity. 

Sulphur  mingled  with  a  peculiar  organic  mat- 
ter,    3.000  grains. 

Peroxide  of  Iron, a  trace. 

Iodine, a  very  faint  trace. 

Yolnme  of  each  of  the  gases,  contained  in  a  free  state  in  100 
cubic  inches : 

Cubic  inches. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, 0.616 

Carbonic  Acid, 8.190 

Nitrogen, 2.820 

Oxygen, 1.000 

COBBECTED. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, 0.402 

Carbonic  Acid, 2.856 

Nitrogen, 3.115 

Oxygen, 0.420 

Sweet  Sprixiffs,  Monroe  Co.,  W.  Ta  , 
(Drinking  spring,  near  the  Hotel.) 

Temperature,  74®. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212®,  32.67  grains: 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient  in  100  cubic  inches,  estimated 
as  perfectly  free  from  water : 

Sulphate  of  Lime, 5.703  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 4.067     " 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 2.740      " 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 13.013      " 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia,   0.367     " 
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Chloride  of  Sodium, 0.060  grains. 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, 0.136     " 

Chloride  of  Calcium 0.065     " 

SiUca, ; 0.075     " 

Organic  Matter, in  considerable  amount. 

Earthy  Phosphates, a  trace. 

Peroxide  of  Iron, 0.161  grains. 

Volume  of  each  of  the  gases  contained  in  a  free  state  in  100  cubic 
inches  of  the  water : 

Gabic  iDcbes. 

Carbonic  Acid, 37.17 

Nitrogen, 1.87 

Oxygen, a  trace. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, a  trace. 

Composition  of  10  cubic  inches  of  the  mixed  gases  rising  in  the 
form  of  bubbles  in  the  spring : 

Cubic  inches. 

Nitrogen, 7.17 

Carbonic  Acid, 2.83 

Sweet  SprlnflTs*  Bonthem  border  of  AUeffhany  Co.,  Va. 
New  Red  Spbino,  ob  CHAMPAaiTE  Chalybeate.    (P.  Rogers\) 

Temperature  of  eastern  stream,  78® ;  western  stream,  76°. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212°,  40.76  grains. 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient  in  100  cubic  inches,  estimated 
as  perfectly  free  from  water : 

Sulpliate  of  Lime, 14.223  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 3.107     *' 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 1.400     " 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 9.411      " 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 1.166     ^^ 

Chloride  of  Sodium, 0.037     " 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, 0.680     " 

Chloride  of  Calcium,.   0.010     " 

Peroxide  of  Iron, 0.320     " 

Silica, 0.180     *' 

Organic  Matter, )    ^  ^^^^  i.^^^^ 

lodin^, : \   a'^e'-^  trace. 

Volume  of  each  of  the  gases  contained  in  a  free  state  in  100  cubic 
inches  of  the  water  : 

Cubic  iDches. 

Carbonic  Acid, 46.10 

Nitrogen, 2.57 

Oxygen, 0.20 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, a  trace. 

Composition  of  10  cubic  inches  of  the  mixed  gases  rising  in  the 
form  of  bubbles  in  the  spring : 
24 
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Cubic  Inches. 

Nitrogen, 6.25 

Carbonio  Acid, 8.75 

Composition  of  100  grains  of  the  ochreous  deposit  which  collects 
in  the  basin  of  the  spring : 

Hydrated  peroxide  of  Iron, 66.9  grain& 

Carbonate  of  lime, 8.7       " 

Silica, 17.4       " 

Alumina, 1.6       " 

Uucombined  Water, 5.4       " 

In  this  deposit  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  part  of  tlie  peroxide 
of  Iron  is  united  to  the  silica  forming  a  silicate  similar  to  that  de- 
scribed by  Davy  as  occurring  in  the  water  at  Lucca. 

Old  Red  Spring. 

Temperature,  75°. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212°,  88.84. 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient  in  the  100  cubic  inches  esti- 
mated as  perfectly  free  from  water : 

Sulphate  of  Lime, 0.18  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 5.76     " 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 1.44     " 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 10.25      ** 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 1.82     " 

Chloride  of  Sodium, 0.80     " 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, (    „  *  «« 

Chloride  of  Calcium, f   ^  *^^^*^- 

Silica, 0.12      ** 

Peroxide  of  iron, 

Organic  Matter, 

Gases  contained  in  a  free  state  in  100  cubic  inches  of  the  water : 
Carbonic  Acid, 
Nitrogen, 
Sulphuretted  Hydrogen. 

The  amount  of  each  of  these  gases  in  the  water  has  not  yet  been 
determined — nor  has  the  presence  of  oxygen  been  ascertained. 

Composition  of  10  cubic  inches  of  the  mixed  gases  rising  in  the 
form  of  bubbles  in  the  spring : 

Cubic  inches. 

Nitrogen, ... 7.78 

Carbonic  Acid, 2.27 

Sweet  Spbinq  No.  2,  ob  Field  Speino. 

A  very  copious  spring — situated  in  Mr.  Rogers'  field  further 
down  the  valley  than  any  of  the  others.    Temperature,  72°. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212°,  41.20  grains. 
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Volume  of  each  of  the  gases  contained  in  a  free  state  in  100  cubic 
inches  of  the  water: 

Cubic  iDcbes. 

Carbonic  Acid, 30.55 

Nitrogen, 1.66 

Oxygen, a  trace. 

Composition  of  10  cubic  inches  of  the  mixed  gases  rising  in  the 
form  of  bubbles  in  the  spring : 

Cubic  Inches. 

Nitrogen, 7.7 

Carbonic  Acid, 2.3 

BuBBUNG  Fountain. 

About  200  yds.  below  the  New  Red  Spring ;  issues  from  the  soil 
accompanied  by  a  very  copious  discharge  of  gas. 

Temperature,  74°. 

Composition  of  10  cubic  inches  of  the  mixed  gases  : 

Nitrogen, 8.13 

Carbonic  Acid, 1.83 

Oxygen, 0.54 

Hot  Spzinffs,  Bath  Oo.,  Va. 

Boiler  Bath. 

Temperature,  106**. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212%  18.25  grains. 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient  in  the  100  cubic  inches,  esti- 
mated as  perfectly  free  from  water : 

Sulphate  of  Lime, , 1.760  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 0.890     " 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 1.487     " 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 6.567     " 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 1.163     ^^ 

Chloride  of  Sodium  with  traces  of  Chloride 

of  Magnesium  and  Calcium, 0.670     *^ 

Silica, 0.708     " 

Peroxide  of  Iron, 0.020      " 

Organic  Matter, in  small  amount. 

Volume  of  each  of  the  gases  contained  in  a  free  state  in  100 
cubic  inches  of  the  water : 

Onbic  inches. 

Carbonic  Acid, 11.007 

Nitrogen, 1.790 

Oxygen, 0.220 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, a  trace. 

Composition  of  10  cubic  inches  of  the  mixed  gases  rising  in  the 
form  of  bubbles  in  the  spring : 
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Cnblo 

Nitrogen, 8.48 

Oarbonio  Acid, 1.02 

Oxygen, 0.50 

Red  Spring. 

Temperature— on  one  side  105°,  on  the  otlier  96®. 
Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212°,  15.61  grains. 

Ingredients  the  same,  and  in  nearly  the  same  proportions  as  the 
preceding.  The  chief  difference  is  in  the  larger  amount  of  Peroxide 
of  Iron,  which  in  the  100  cubic  inches  is  0.34  grains. 

Volume  of  each  of  the  gases  contained  in  a  free  state  in  100 
cubic  inches  of  the  water: 

Cable  inchoa. 

Carbonic  Acid, 11.60 

Nitrogen, 1.50 

Oxygen, 0.24 

Temperate  or  Pleaslbe  Bath. 

Temperature,  where  the  spring  enters  the  east  side,  102°. 
Composition  of  10  cubic  inches  of  the  mixed  gases  rising  in  the 
form  of  bubbles  in  the  spring : 

Cabic  inches. 

Nitrogen, 8.76 

Carbonic  Acid, 1.25 

Spottt. 

Temperature  far  up  the  tube,  108°. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212°,  12.73  grains. 

Cubic  inches. 
Free  Carbonic  Acid  in  100  cubic  inches, 11.82 

Hot  Chalybbatb  in  Barrel. 

Temperature,  102i°. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212°,  13.12  grains. 

The  same  ingredients,  in  very  nearly  the  same  proportions  as  in 
the  Boiler  Bath,  the  Oxide  of  Iron  being  in  rather  greater  quantity. 
Volume  of  each  of  the  gases,  contained  in  a  free  state  in  100 
cubic  inches  of  the  water : 

Cable  inches. 

Carbonic  Acid, 11.5 

Nitrogen, 1.8 

Oxygen, 0.2 

Composition  of  10  cubic  inches  of  the  mixed  gases  rising  in  the 
form  of  bubbles  in  the  spring: 
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Cubic  iDchea. 

Nitrogen, 7.5 

Oxygen, 0.6 

Carbonic  Acid, 1.9 

Sweet  Spring. 
Temperate,  93°. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212°,  14.5  grains. 

Ingredients  the  same  and  nearly  the  same  proportions  as  the  pre- 
ceding. 

Volume  of  each  of  the  gases,  contained  in  a  free  state  in  100 
cubic  inches  of  the  water : 

Cbbic  iDcbes. 

Carbonic  Acid, 11.70 

Nitrogen, 2.10 

Oxygen, 0.35 

Warm  Spring's,  PrlnoiiMkl  Bath,  Bath  Co.,  Va. 

Temperature:  of  the  spring  generally,  96°;  of  the  principal 
stream  as  it  enters,  97i°. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212°,  10.64  grains. 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient,  in  the  100  cubic  inches,  esti 
mated  as  perfectly  free  from  water : 

Sulphate  of  Lime, 5.123  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 0.452      *^ 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 0.180    *" 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 2.098     " 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 0.694     " 

Chloride  of  Sodium  with  faint  traces  of 
Chloride  of  Magnesium  and  Calcium,  or- 
ganic matter  probably  Crenic  Acid,  Silica, 
Oxide  of  Iron  in  part  united  with  organic 
matter. 

Volume  of  each  of  the  gases,  contained  in  a  free  state  in  100 
cubic  inches  of  the  water  : 

Cable  incbes. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, 0.19 

Nitrogen, 1.62 

Carbonic  Acid, 2.64 

Composition  of  10  cubic  inches  of  the  mixed  gases  rising  in  the 
form  of  bubbles  in  the  spring : 

Cable  inebes. 

Nitrogen, 9.88 

Carbonic  Acid 0.12 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, a  trace. 

Oxygen, a  trace.   ' 
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Tbe  drinking  spring  presents  the  same  ingredients  in  the  same 
proportion. 

Blue  Sulphur,  Greenbrier  Co.,  W.  Va. 

Temperature  variable  from  49®  to  56°. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212'^,  44.62  grains. 

Snlphate  of  Lime, 20.152  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 2.760  '" 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 7.021  *' 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 2.185  *' 

Carbonate  of  ilagnesia, 0.481  "  . 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, 0.407  " 

Chloride  of  Sodium, 1.868  " 

Chloride  of  Calcium, 0.006  '* 

Iodine  probably  combined  with  sodium,  ...  a  trace. 
Sulphur  mingled  with   a  peculiar  organic 

matter,  in  considerable  amount — say, 5.000  " 

Peroxide  of  Iron  derived  from  ProtORul- 

phate, 0.015  " 

Volume  of  each  of  the  gases  contained  in  a  free  state  in  100 

cubic  inches : 

Cubic  Inches. 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, 0.578 

Nitrogen, 8.250 

Oxygen, 0.600 

Carbonic  Acid, 2.750 

The  gas  adhering  to  the  sides  of  the  spring  is  nearly  pure  Nitro- 
gen. 

SPHMGS  CONTAINING  FREE  SULPHURIC  ACID, 
Alum  SprlnflT— Bocklirldge  Co.,  Va. 
.      Temperature  varying  from  50**  to  56°. 

Contents  in  1 00  cubic  inches. 

Sulphuric  Acid, 14.398  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Protoxide  of  Iron, 2.036      " 

Sulphate  of  Alumina, 6.916     " 

Sulphate  of  Lime, 0.150     *' 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, a  trace. 

Brinkley'e  Alum  Spring',  at  the  eastern   foot  of  Warm  Spring 
Mountain  (now  Bath  Alum,  Bath  Co.»  Va.)* 
Temperature  varying  from  50°  to  56°. 

Contents  in  100  cubic  inches. 

Sulphuric  Acid, 

Sulphate  of  the  Protoxide  of  Iron, 

Sulphate  of  Alumina, 

Sulphate  of  Lime, 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 
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Sour  Sprinff  at  White  Siilphur—Karaden'B,. Greenbrier  Oo.,  W.  Va. 

Contents  in  100  cubic  inches. 

Sulphuric  Acid, 

Sulphate  of  Protoxide  of  Iron, 

Sulphate  of  Alumina, 

Sulphate  of  Lime, 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, . . 

Al-rnn  Spring*,  Bookbridsre  Co.,  Va. 
Temperature  varying  f  i-om  50°  to  56°. 

Contents  in  100  cubic  inches. 

Sulphuric  Acid, 18.C08  grains. 

Protoxide  of  Iron, 0.967     " 

Alumina, 8.875      " 

ft'^a,';;.*:;::  :;:*.*;;.*.*;..':.*: !  in ^ainute quantity. 

Brinkley's  Sonr  Spring,  at  the  eastern  foot  of  the  Wann  Spring* 
Mountain  (now  Bath  Alum,  Bath  Co.,  Va.)* 

Contents  in  100  cubic  inches. 

Sulphuric  Acid, 17.620  grains. 

Protoxide  of  Iron, 1.295     " 

Alumina, 2.860     " 

Lime, 0.020      " 

Magnesia, a  trace. 

Sonr  Sprinff  near  the  White  Snlphnr-Oreenbrier  Co.,  W.  Va. 
Contents  in  100  euhic  inches. 

Sulphuric  Acid, 48.830  grains. 

Protoxide  of  Iron, 12.120     " 

Alumina, 16.206      " 

Lime 5,648     " 

Magnesia, a  trace. 

Bawley  Springs,  Bookingrham  Co.,  Va. 

Temperature  of  the  larger  of  the  two  adjacent  springs,  52^°. 
"  "     smaller    *'  "  **        54°. 

"  "     spring  higher  up  the  hill, 52°. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches  of 
the  water  from  the  larger  spring  yielded : 

Peroxide  of  Iron, 0.B68  grains. 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 0.050     " 

Chloride  of  Sodium, ^ 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, y   0.860     " 

Sulphate  of  Sodium, > 

Organic  Matter, in  considerable  amount 
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No  free  gas  rises  in  either  of  the  springs,  nor  is  it  ascertained 
that  the  water  contains  Carbonic  Acid.  It  yet  remains  to  be  deter- 
mined whether  the  Iron  is  in  a  state  of  Protocarbonate  or  of  Orenate. 

Gray  Bulphtir  Aperient  Spring,  Va. 

Temperature  variable  from  50**  to  58**. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212'',  10  02  grains. 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient  in  100  cubic  inches  estimated 
as  perfectly  free  from  water : 

Carbonate  of  Soda, 1 .745  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 0.865      ** 

Chloride  of  Sodium, 0.335      " 

Chloride  of  Potassium, a  trace. 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 2.073     " 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 2.468      " 

Silica  held  in  solution  bv  the  Carbonate  of 

Soda, " 0.760     " 

Peroxide  of  Iron  derived  from  Protocarbon- 
ate,   0.090      " 

Organic  matter  containing  Nitrogen, a  large  amount. 

Carbonate  of  Ammonia, a  trace. 

Volume  of  each  of  the  gases  contained  in  a  free  state  in  100 
cubic  inches  of  the  water: 

Cubic  inches. 

Carbonic  Acid, 6.182 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, 0.410 

Nitrogen, 3.000 

Oxygen, 0.400 

The  bubbles  adhering  to  the  sides  of  the  spring  consist  almost 
entirely  of  Nitrogen. 

Oray  Sulphur  Anti-dyspeptic  SprlnflTi  Va. 
Temperature  variable  from  50®  to  58**. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212°,  9.98  grains. 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient  in  100  cubic  inches  estimated 
as  perfectly  free  from  water : 

Carbonate  of  Soda, 2.462  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 0.432     *' 

CLloride  of  Sodium, 0.210     *' 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 2.840     " 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 1 .682      " 

Silica  held  in  solution  by  the  Carbonate  of 

Soda, 0.323     " 

Peroxide  of  Iron  derived  from  Protocarbon- 
ate,   0.050     " 

Organic  Matter  containing  Nitrogen, a  large  amount. 

Carbonate  of  Ammonia, a  trace. 

Chloride  of  Potassium,. ...   a  trace. 
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Volume  of  each  of  the  gases  contained  in  a  free  state  in  100  cubic 
inches  of  the  water : 

Cable  Inches. 

Carbonic  Acid, 6.637 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, 0.203 

Nitrogen, 3.070 

Oxygen, 0.400 

The  bubbles  adhering  to  the  sides  of  the  spring  consist  almost 
entirely  of  Nitrogen. 

Howard's  JLiok-in  Hardy  County,  W.  Va. 
A  quantity  of  the  water  not  very  accurately  measured,  but  be- 
lieved to  be  about  200  cubic  inches,  yielded  of  solid  matter,  8.63 
grains.    This  contained : 

Carbonate  of  Soda, 5.332  grains. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, 0.460     ** 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 0.189      " 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 0.441      " 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 0.200     " 

Peroxide  of  Iron, 0.120     " 

Silica  held  dissolved  by  the  Carbonate  of 

Soda, 0.870     " 

Organic  Matter, in  considerable  amount 

The  gases  contained  in  this  water  are  chiefly  Carbonic  Acid  and 
Sulphuretted  Hydrogen. 

XHokaon'a  Sulphur  Sprinflr  in  Alleffhany  Ooimtyt  Va. 
Temperature  variable — about  64°.  200  cubic  inches  of  this  water 
yield  by  evaporation  of  solid  matter,  7.47  grains.  This  contained  f 

Carbonate  of  Soda, 2.256  grains. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, 0.050     ** 

Chloride  of  Potassium, a  trace. 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 2.480     " 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 1.500      " 

Peroxide  of   Iron    probably  derived    from 

protocarbonate, 0.030     " 

Silica  partly  held  dissolved  by  the  Carbonate 

of  Soda, 0.960      " 

Organic  Matter, in  small  amount. 

The  gases  contained  in  this  water  are  chiefly  Sulphuretted  Hydro- 
gen and  Carbonic  Acid. 

Dlbbrell^a  Spring,  (now  I>affg«r*B,  Botetourt  Co.,  Va.). 

Temperature  variable,  from  50*  to  58°.  Solid  matter  procured 
by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches,  weighed  ..fter  being  dried  at 
212°,  14.76  grains. 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient  in  100  cubic  inches  estimated 
as  perfectly  free  from  water : 
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Oarbonato  of  Soda, 2.486  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 0.914     *' 

Chloride  of  Sodium, 4.115      " 

Chloride  of  Potassium, a  trace. 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 8.435     " 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 0.875     " 

Peroxide  of  Iron  derived  from  Proto-carbon- 

ate, 0.4G0     " 

Silica,  li^ld  dissolved  by  the  Carbonate  of 

Soda, 0.570     " 

Organic  matter  containing  Nitrogen  not  capa- 
ble of  very  accurate  determination,  about  2.000      " 
Carbonate  of  Ammonia, a  trace. 

Volume  of  eacli  of  the  gases  contained  in  a  free  state  in  100 
cnbic  inches  of  the  water : 

Cnbic  inches. 

Carbonic  Acid,   11.356 

Sulphuretted  Hydrogen, 0.910 

Nitrogen  and  Oxygen, in  minute  quantity. 

The  above  amount  of  Carbonic  Acid  is  more  than  snfScient  to 
convert  the  Carbonates  into  Bi-carbonates.  The  additional  dose  of 
Carbonic  Acid  required  for  this,  and  the  remainder  which  is  un- 
combined  are  as  follows : 

Cabic  inches. 

Second  dose  of  Carbonic  Acid, 6.546 

Uncombined, 4.810 

The  gas  which  rises  from  time  to  time  in  the  spring  is  a  mixture 

of  Carburetted  and  Sulphuretted  Hydrogen— chiefly  the  former.  . 

« 

KoHenry's  Thermal,  Soott  Co.,  Va. 

Temperature,  68°. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212°,  26.04  grains. 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient  in  100  cubic  inches,  estimated 
as  perfectly  free  from  water : 

Sulphate  of  Lime, 7.827  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 0.248     " 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 8.771     " 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 6.343     " 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 1.544     ** 

Chlorides  of  Sodium,  Magnesium  and  Cal- 
cium,    0.680     *' 

Peroxide  of  Iron a  trace. 

Organic  Matter, a  minute  quantity. 

Amonnt  of  free  Carbonic  Acid,  very  considerable,  but  not  yet 
accurately  determined.  Little  or  no  gas  rises  in  bubbles  in  the 
spring. 
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Edmoxidaon's  Springs  Jezminss  Oap  Boad,  Angnata  Co.,  Va. 

Temperature  from  60**  to  54**. 

Solid  matter  procured  hy  evaporation  from  200  cubic  inches, 
7.88  grains. 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient  in  200  cubic  iucLes  estimated 
as  perfectly  free  from  water : 

Carbonate  of  Soda, 1.322  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Soda, a  trace. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, 0.122     " 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 2.768     " 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 

Peroxide  of  Iron   probably  derived    from 

Proto-carbonate, 

Silica  held  dissolved  by  the  Carbonate  of 

Soda, 

Organic  Matter, 

The  gases  contained  in  the  water  are  chiefly  Sulphuretted  Hy- 
drogen and  Carbonic  Acid. 

Wilaon'a  Therxnal,  BotetotiTt  Co.,  Va. 

Temperature,  66**. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212**,  22.85  grains. 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient  in  100  cubic  inches  estimated 
as  perfectly  free  from  water : 

Sulphate  of  Lime, 8.090  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 1.296     " 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 8.532     " 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 5.000     " 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 0.520     " 

Chlorides  of  Magnesium  and  Sodium, . . .  minute  quantity. 

Peroxide  of  Iron, a  trace. 

Organic  Matter, 

Silica, 

The  amount  of  free  gas  contained  in  this  water  has  not  yet  been 
determined.  There  is  little  doubt  that  it  consists  of  Carbonic  Acid 
with  a  small  admixture  of  Oxygen  and  Nitrogen  gases. 

The  bubbles  occasionally  rising  in  the  spring,  are  composed  of 
the  same  three  gases — the  Nitrogen  being  in  much  larger  volume 
than  either  of  the  others. 

Tellow  SnlphtiT  Springa-Uontgomery  County,  Va. 

Temperature,  54**. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212**,  48.21  grains. 

Quantity  of  each  solid  ingredient  in  100  cubic  inches  estimated 
as  perfectly  free  from  water : 
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Sulphate  of  Lime, 27.42  grains. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia, 8.10 

Sulphate  of  Soda, 0.31 

Carbonate  of  Lime, 4.82 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia, 0.85 

Chloride  of  Sodium, 0.72 

Chloride  of  Magnesium, a  trace. 

Peroxide  of  Iron, quantity  small,  not  yet  determined. 

Organic  Matter, somewhat  abundant 

The  gases  contained  in  the  water  are  Carbonic  Acid,  Nitrogen 
and  Oxygen,  with  a  faint  trace  of  Sulphuretted  Hydrogen. 

Ptttston's  Springs  Uontffomery  Connty,  Va. 

Temperature,  54®. 

Solid  matter  procured  by  evaporation  from  100  cubic  inches, 
weighed  after  being  dried  at  212"*,  50.37  grains. 

A  complete  analysis  of  this  water  has  not  yet  been  made.  So 
far  as  examined,  its  composition  has  been  found  almost  identical 
with  that  of  the  preceding. 
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Temperatures  of  the  Warm,  Hot,  and  Sweet  Springs,  as  ob- 
served  by  J.  A.  Chevallie,  Esq.,  in  1806,  and  by  my- 
self and  Dr.  J.  B.  Rogers  in  ISSJi.  and  1888, 


PARTICULAR  SPRINGS. 

isoe. 

1834  ud  1838. 

RcmarU 

Warm  Springs,  Bath, 

96*  and  974" 

The  former  the  gen- 

eral temperature 
ofbath,  the  latter 

of  the  principal 

stream  as  it  en- 

tore. 

ditto, 

Drinking  SprinsT,. 

96- 

Hot  Springs,  Spout, .'. . .  7. . 

108* 

108*- 

The    latter   taken 

high  up  the  spout. 

temperature  at  its 
mouth  108**. 

ditto. 

Ladies'  Boiler,  when 

twi, 

105'  and  106' 

At  opposite  sides. 

ditto, 

Trfidies' Boiler,  in  en- 
tering stream, 

107' 

ditto, 

Gentlemen's  Boiler, 

entering  stream,. . 

Reservoir  into  which 

108' 

ditto, 

the  Spout  empties, 

102« 

ditto, 

Chalybeatein  Barrel, 
Red  Spring  in  mead- 

102* 

102* 

ditto, 

t                                        ' 

ow  near  Boiler^. . 

98* 

96*  and  105* 

At  opposite  sides. 

ditto. 

Warm  Spring  adja- 
cent     to     Barrel 

Spring,....;..... 

92- 

92' 

ditto. 

Temperate,  or  Pleas- 

ure Bath, 

102* 

At  the  entrance  of 
stream. 

ditto, 

T  jmestonc  Springun- 

derthehUl, 

68' 

64- 

ditto. 

Freestone  Spring... 

58« 

53- 

Sweet  Springs,  Bath 

74' 

74" 

ditto. 

Rogers' Red  Spring, 
Old  Red  Spnng  at 

ditto, 

mill, 

75- 

75* 
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Table  of  mean  temperature  of  the  air  at  the  Warm  Springs 
and  at  Richmond,  for  each  month  from  November^ 
1834,  to  October,  1835,  inclusive. 


1834. 
1835.' 


November, 

December, , 

January, 

February, 

March, 

».:::::::::::: 

Juno, 

July, 

August. 

Septcmoer, 

October, 

Mean  of  12  months, 


Wann  Sprtiifd. 


46'.4 

85M 
84'.4 
26*.5 
89'.9 
49".6 
61'.0 
65'.4 
70'.6 
69\Y 
58'.8 
56'.4 


50'.9 


47\86 
89*.67 
38'.86 
82M0 
46*.  6 

m*.  8 

65'.  0 
V2*.44 
75°.60 
Y3'.  5 
62'.  5 

eo'.er 
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SUBTEEEANEAN  TEMPERATUEE 


IX  THS 


COAL  MINES  OF  EASTERN  VIRGINIA. 


Obseevations  op  Subterranean  Tempebatube  in  the 
Coal  Mines  of  Eastern  Virginia. 


FBosc  Tsakb,  of  trb  Absoo.  of  American  Geoloqiitb  and  Naturalist^  lHlO-1842. 

The  important  law  of  an  angmenting  temperature  as  we  descend 
to  considerable  depths  beneath  the  surface  of  the  earth,  has,  it  is 
well  known,  been  amply  demonstrated  in  regard  to  Eurone,  by  the 
numerous  observations  made  in  the  mines  and  artesian  wells  of  that 
portion  of  the  globe,  but  with  the  single  exception  of  Humboldt's 
observations  in  Mexico,  no  direct  recorded  proof  has  yet  been  fur- 
nished of  its  direct  applicability  to  the  Contment  of  America.  The 
results  detailed  in  the  present  communication,  forming  the  first  pub- 
lished confirmation  of  this  law  as  regards  any  part  of  the  United 
States  will,  therefore,  it  is  conceived,  be  viewed  as  an  important 
contribution  to  our  knowledge  on  the  subject,  and  will,  it  is  hoped 
conduce  to  more  extended  observations  of  the  same  description  in 
other  parts  of  our  country,  where  the  requisite  opportunities  exist. 

The  mines  in  which  these  results  have  been  obtained,  lie  in  the 
most  productive  part  of  the  06lite  coal-measures  of  Eastern  Vir- 
ginia, and  are  of  various  depths  from  100  to  nearly  800  feet.  These 
coal-bearing  strata  rest  upon  an  irregular  basin -shaped  floor  of 
sienitic  and  ffneissoid  rocks,  which  forms  the  lower  limit  of  the 
workings,  and  is  penetrated  for  a  few  feet  by  some  of  the  deeper 
shafts,  as  well  as  by  the  shaUow  ones  nearest  the  margin  of  the 
field.  They  consist  in  great  part  of  felspathic  and  micaceous  sand- 
stone, the  coarser  beds  of  which,  formed  of  the  almost  unworn  ma- 
terials of  the  neighboring  crystalline  rocks  compactly  reunited,  are 
sometimes  scarcely  distinguishable  from  the  weathered  portions  of 
the  parent  mass. 

The  coal,  consisting  of  a  single  seam,  or  of  two  contiguous  seams, 
having  an  aggregate  thickness  varying  from  twenty  to  fifty  feet, 
lies  within  a  few  feet  and  sometimes  a  few  inches  of  the  undulating 
floor,  separated  from  it  by  bituminous  slates  and  shales.  Beds  of 
the  latter  material,  abounding  in  impressions  of  plants,  and  in  some 
localities  with  those  of  fish,  rest  directly  upon  the  principal  mass  of 
coal,  and  occupy  the  interval  between  the  seams,  where  there  are 
two. 
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The  most  common  dip  is  towards  the  west,  often  at  a  very  high 
angle,  but  owing  to  original  iiTegularities  in  the  gneissoid  floor,  and 
enormous  dislocations  subsequent  to  the  filling  up  of  the  basin,  the 
strike  and  inclination  of  the  beds  ai*e  subject  to  sudden  and  great 
transitions. 

The  open  texture,  high  inclination,  and  fractured  condition  of 
the  strata,  favoring  the  descent  of  streams  from  above,  cause  a  large 
influx  of  water  into  many  of  the  workings.  This  forming  part  of 
the  liquid  collected  in  the  wells  at  the  bottom  of  the  principal  shafts, 
prior  to  its  removal  by  the  buckets,  imparts  as  I  have  always  found, 
a  lower  temperature  to  the  mass  of  water  there  accumulated  than  is 
proper  to  the  bottom  strata.  The  small  streams  flowing  from  be- 
tween the  surface  of  the  granite  and  the  coal,  or  from  the  rocks 
above  the  coal,  have,  on  the  contrary,  always  presented  a  close  ap- 
proximation to  the  temperature  of  the  strata  from  which  they  make 
their  escape.  I  have  therefore  whenever  practicable,  resorted  to 
such  streams,  occasionally  comparing  their  temperature  with  that  of 
the  adjoining  rocks,  by  a  thermometer,  duly  inserted  in  the  mass. 

Some  of  the  following  observations,  it  will  be  seen,  were  made 
in  workings  in  active  operation,  and  where  the  heating  efi*ects  of 
the  workmen,  mules,  and  lamps,  might  be  supposed  to  have  made 
the  results  too  high.  The  amount  of  their  influence,  however,  could 
not  have  been  considerable,  as  the  temperature  was  determined  by 
plunging  the  thermometer  into  a  body  of  water  continually  replen- 
ished from  the  rock.  Indeed,  as  will  be  proved  in  the  sequel,  this 
influence  upon  the  average  result  was  more  than  compensated  by 
the  cooling  effect  of  the  drippings  from  above. 

The  remaining  observations  were  made  in  shafts  just  completed 
or  in  progress,  and  where  the  chief  modifying  influence  was  the 
cooling  agency  of  the  drippings  from  the  higher  beds. 


I.  Observations  made  in  Mines  actually  or  but  lately  in 
Operation. 

1.  At  MUVb  and  Reed^s  Mine,  called  the  Creek  pit,  the  tempera- 
ture was  taken  at  three  different  levels,  by  plunging  the  thermometer 
for  some  time  into  the  water  collected  at  the  bottom  of  the  main 
shaft,  and  the  shafts  connecting  the  lower  levels.  The  amount  of 
water  accumulated  at  these  points  was  very  considerable,  and  the 
liquid  was  continually  drawn  off  by  the  engine  and  replenished  from 
the  galleries  of  the  mines.    The  following  were  the  results : 

Depth.  Temperature, 

818  feet, *. 59°.6 

375     "    61 

420     "    68 

2.  Greenhole  Pit,  This  is  one  of  the  comparatively  shallow 
mines  at  the  margin  of  the  field.  When  the  observation  was  taken 
there  were  but  few  hands  employed  in  it.    The  temperature  ob- 
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served  was  tbat  of  a  collection  of  water  at  the  bottom  of  the  shaft, 
about  a  foot  in  depth.    Result : 

Depth,                                                                       Temperature. 
100  feet, SS'' 

8.  Engine  Pit  belonging  to  the  Black  ffeth  Co. — ^The  air  of  this 
mine  was  obviouslj  a  good  deal  heated  when  the  workings  were  in 
active  progress,  and  I  therefore  selected  for  my  observations  a  gal- 
lery remote  from  any  present  operations,  and  in  which  no  work  had 
been  done  for  some  time.  The  thermometer  was  immersed  in  a 
pool  of  water  about  18  inches  deep  continually  supplied  from  the 
neighboring  strata.  It  was  afterwards  inserted  for  some  time  into 
the  rock  of  the  floor,  and  with  the  same  result,  which  was — 
Depth,  Temperature. 
412  feet, 63^ 

The  temperature  of  the  water  at  the  bottom  of  the  main  shaft  of 
this  mine  was  found  to  be  61°.6;  but  in  this  case  it  was  evident 
that  a  large  amount  of  liquid  flowed  from  the  upper  strata  and  thus 
reduced  the  temperature  of  the  whole. 

4.  Wills  and  MichaeVs  Pit — The  works  were  in  active  progress 
in  this  mine  when  the  observations  were  made.  The  temperature 
first  noted  was  that  of  the  water  at  the  bottom  of  the  main  shaft ; 
the  second,  that  of  a  similar  pool  in  the  lowest  level.  The  results 
were — 

Depth.  Temperature, 

386  feet, 62° 

570    "    65^o 

II.  Observations  made  in  Shafts  eitheb  just  completed  ob  in 
Pbogbess. 

1.  Black  ffeth  New  Shaft  (1836).— This  shaft,  which  was  in  prog- 
ress at  the  time  of  my  obdervation,  had  reached  the  depth  of  880 
feet.  The  water  at  the  bottom,  which  collected  rapidly,  was  de- 
rived in  part  from  the  small  streams  flowing  in  from  the  adjacent 
rock,  and  partly  from  that  which  dripped  iVom  the  edges  of  the 
higher  strata.  The  temperature  of  the  liquid  in  a  small  pool  was 
60°.  That  of  the  rock,  as  shown  by  a  thermometer  inserted  deeply 
into  a  crevice  on  one  side,  was  61^.5.  But  the  free  access  of  moist- 
ure and  air  had  no  doubt  depressed  the  temperature  slightly,  even  in 
this  position.  Upon  exposing  the  bulb  to  a  stream  of  drops  coming 
from  some  distance  above,  it  indicated  a  temperature  of  59°.  It  is 
therefore  evident  that  the  true  temperature  of  the  rock,  at  the  bot- 
tom of  this  shaft,  is  somewhat  over  6r.5. 

Depth,                                                                            Temperature, 
880  feet, 61°.5 

2.  Midlothian  New  Shqft  (1889). — ^This  shaft  cuttmg  through  a 
seam  of  coal  86  feet  thick,  penetrated  a  coarse  grit  for  a  few  feet, 
and  then  struck  into  the  sienitic  floor.    Immediately  above  and  be- 
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neath  the  coal,  and  from  the  rock  in  contact  with  the  sienite,  nu- 
merous small  streams  were  flowing  out  into  the  shaft.  In  the  low- 
est of  these  the  thermometer  was  exposed  until  its  temperature  be- 
came stationary.  The  following  was  the  accordant  result  of  several 
such  observations: 

Depth.                                                                          Temperature, 
780  feet, 68^75 

3.  Midlothian  New  Shq/'t  (1842).— This  shaft,  in  the  same  field 
with  the  preceding,  and  near  it,  had  at  the  time  of  my  observa- 
tions reached  the  depth  of  600  feet.  Near  the  bottom  it  passed 
through  a  thin  seam  of  coal  and  coal  shale,  in  all  about  six  feet,  and 
beneath  this  to  the  bottom,  a  distance  of  about  ten  feet,  it  exposed 
dark  argillaceous  tJates,  the  main  mass  of  coal  not  having  then  been 
attained. 

At  a  point  380  feet  below  the  top  of  the  shaft,  a  beautiful  and 
rather  bold  spring  issues  from  the  sandstone,  which  is  oondacted 
downwards  by  a  gutter  cut  in  a  spiral  form  around  the  shaft.  The 
temperature  of  this  stream,  where  it  first  appears,  was  carefully 
measured,  and  found  to  be  Gl^.TS.  At  the  bottom,  numerous  very 
small  streams  come  in  from  the  rock.  These  all  agreed  in  giving 
the  temperature  66''.25,  which  I  therefore  infer  to  be  very  nearly  the 
temperature  of  the  strata  at  that  depth.  The  very  copious  drippings 
from  above,  together  with  the  spring  before  noticed,  blending  with 
the  infiltration  from  the  strata  near  the  bottom,  formed  a  con- 
siderable pool,  requiring  the  active  use  of  the  buckets.  The  tem- 
perature of  this  mixed  water  I  found  to  be  63°.5. 

At  the  time  of  these  observations  only  two  hands  were  at  work 
in  the  shaft,  and  there  had  been  do  blasting  for  some  time  before  I 
descended.  I  therefore  consider  the  observations  on  the  spring  at 
330  feet,  and  the  small  streams  at  the  bottom,  to  be  as  accurate  in- 
dications of  the  temperatures  at  those  depths  as  this  or  perhaps  any 
other  method  of  examination  admits  of.  We  have  therefore  in  this 
shaft — 

Depth.  •  Temperature. 

330  feet, 61^75 

600    "    ...    66^25 

Tlie  former  of  these  results,  it  will  be  seen,  is  slightly  above  the 
temperature  of  the  Black  Heth  new  shaft,  previously  cited,  though 
this  shaft  was  fifty  feet  deeper.  This  difference  is  doubtless  owing 
to  the  very  large  amount  of  cooler  water  which  descended  in  drip- 
pings to  the  bottom  of  the  Black  Heth  shaft,  causing  a  decided  re- 
duction of  temperature  in  the  rock,  in  which  the  thermometer  was 
inserted. 

Assuming  56°.75,  the  mean  temperature  of  Shockoe  hill,  Rich- 
mond, as  a  sufficiently  near  approximation  to  that  of  the  region  of 
these  mines,  which  is  only  about  twelve  miles  from  the  city,  the  fol- 
lowing Tables  will  exhibit  the  results  of  my  observations,  together 
with  the  excess  of  the  subterranean  temperature,  at  each  depth,  over 
the  average  heat  of  the  surface : 
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Table  I.— Obbkrvations  m  Mines  in  Operation  at  the  Time. 


Greenhole  Pit, 

Mills  and  Heed's  Pit, 

ditto, 

ditto, 
Black  Beth  Engine, . 
WUls  And  MichaePs,. 

ditto, 


Depth. 

100  feet. 

818  " 

875  " 

420  ** 

412  " 

886  " 

670  " 


Eseea. 


1'.25 
2'.75 
4'.26 
6".  25 
6*.26 
50.25 
8'>.75 


Table  II. — Obsebyations   in   Shafts  either  just  completed  or 
in  Progress. 


Black  Hetb,  new  shaft, 
Midlothian  (spring),. . . 

ditto,       (bottom),. 

ditto,        (deep),... 


Dsptb. 


Tempermtim. 


880  feet. 

6r.5 

4°.76 

880    " 

6r.75 

5' 

600    ** 

66'.26 

9-.50 

780    " 

68'.75 

12* 

Making  no  deduction  for  the  depth  of  the  invariable  plane,  the 
results  embraced  in  the  first  table  give,  as  the  rate  of  increase  of 
temperature  with  the  depth,  V  for  74  feet. 

Assuming  sixty  feet  for  the  depth  of  this  plane,  a  distance  which, 
from  the  open  and  moist  condition  of  the  rocks,  I  think  more  likely 
to  fall  below  than  to  exceed  the  truth,  and  calculating  the  ratio  of 
increase  beneath  this  point,  I  find  it  to  be  1**  for  62  feet. 

Making  like  computations  in  reference  to  the  second  table,  the 
results  are — 

1st.  Estimated  from  the  surface  down,  1°  to  66  feet. 

2nd.  Estimated  from  the  invariable  plane  down,  1°  to  59  feet. 

Comparing  the  numbers  deduced  from  the  two  classes  of  obser- 
vations together,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  diminution  of  temperature 
in  descending  is  slower  in  the  mines  in  active  operation  than  in 
recently  opened  shafts;  so  that,  whatever  may  be  the  extraneous 
heating  influences  affecting  the  former,  they  are  more  than  counter- 
balanced by  the  permanent  cooling  due  to  the  descent  into  all  parts 
of  the  mine  of  the  cooler  water  from  above. 

Comparing  the  three  last  observations  in  table  second,  the  two 
former  of  which  were  made  in  the  same  shaft,  and  the  last  in  one 
only  a  few  hundred  feet  removed,  there  is  ground  for  inferring  that 
the  rate  at  which  the  temperature  increases  grows  less  as  the  depth 
augments.  In  descending  from  330  feet  to  600,  that  is  through  270 
feet,  the  rise  of  temperature  is  4°.5 ;  while  in  descending  from  600 
to  780,  or  through  280  feet,  the  rise  is  only  2°.5.  This  difference 
would,  I  tliink,  have  been  less,  could  I  have  obtained  the  tempera- 
ture at  780  feet  free  from  the  cooling  influence  of  the  copious  drip- 
pings from  above.  Yet  even  with  the  most  liberal  allowance,  there 
would  still  remain  evidence  of  a  dimiuishing  rate  of  increase  with 
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the  depth,  such  as  has  already  been  remarked  by  Mr.  Fox  and  other 
European  observers. 

Considering  the  observations  in  the  Midlothian  shaft  at  380 
and  600  feet,  as  the  ones  most  exempt  from  any  known  source  of 
error,  and  deducing  the  rate  of  inc^ease  from  them,  I  find  the  result 
to  be  almost  precisely  that  inferred  from  table  second,  that  is  1**  for 
every  60  feet. 

I  may  therefore,  I  think,  in  conclusion,  affirm  as  approximately 
true,  for  the  region  in  which  these  mines  are  situated,  that  from  the 
invariable  plane  downwards  for  many  hundred  feet,  the  temperature 
augments  at  the  rate  of  V  for  eoery  60  feet  of  depth. 
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On  the  CoNNEcrnoN  of  Thermal  Springs  in  Virginia, 
WITH  Anticlinal  Axes  and  Faults. 


FbOX  TmAKBACnOHS  OF  TBB   AflMGIATIOK  OV    AmSBICAN    QxOIiOOIBra   AHD    JSaTURAL' 

BBTS,  1840-1942. 

Thb  prozlniity  of  some  of  the  noted  Thermal  Springs  of  Europe 
to  lines  of  remarkable  disturbance  in  tlie  stratification,  appears  to 
have  been  early  noticed.  Whitehnrst  long  ago,  in  his  Theory  of 
the  Earth,  alluded  to  this  peculiarity  of  geological  position,  when 
speaking  of  the  waters  of  Matlock.  In  recent  times  similar  ob- 
servations have  been  greatly  multiplied.  Stifit  has  made  particu- 
lar mention  of  saddle-shaped  elevations  of  the  strata,  often  accom- 
panied by  fractures,  as  marking  the  position  of  the  therm als  of  Nas- 
sau. Hoffman  has  described  the  waters  of  Pyrmont,  as  flowing  out 
in  a  valley  of  elevation  of  a  nearly  circular  form.  Conybeare  and 
Buck]  and  have  called  attention  to  the  remarkable  dislocation  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Bristol  hot  wells,  and  Lyell  and  Murchison 
have  noticed  similar  phenomena  in  the  vicinity  of  Aix,  in  Provence ; 
while  Forbes  has  made  known  the  important  fact,  that  a  large  class 
of  thermals  in  the  Pyrenees,  and  probably  elsewhere,  flow  out  at 
the  common  boundary  of  the  hypogene  and  stratified  rocks. 

Further  instances  of  the  association  of  thermal  springs  with  dis- 
locations of  the  strata,  and  other  marks  of  uplifting  and  intrusive 
action,  are  mentioned  by  Dr.  Gardner  in  his  valuable  treatise  on 
mineral  and  thermal  springs,  and  still  more  lately  by  Dr.  Daubeny, 
in  his  lucid  and  comprehensive  report  on  the  same  subject  to  the 
British  Association.  To  the  latter  distinguished  geologist  we  are 
indebted  for  many  interesting  speculations  founded  on  these  and 
other  peculiarities  of  thermal  springs,  viewed  in  their  connection 
with  the  theory  of  volcanic  agency,  of  which  he  has  long  been  the 
ingenious  and  zealous  advocate ;  and  to  Professor  Bischoff,  of  Bonn, 
we  are  under  equal  obligations  for  an  elaborate  and  masterly  analy- 
sis of  the  mechanical,  geological  and  chemical  conditions  connected 
with  the  flow  of  such  waters,  together  with  an  explanation  of  their 
temperature  and  impregnation,  deduced  from  the  theory  of  a  gen- 
eral subterranean  heat. 

With  the  exception  of  brief  and  rather  incidental  notices  pnb- 
26 
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lished  by  myself  and  others,  and  the  commnnications  of  Dr.  Daa- 
beny  to  Silliman's  Joomal  and  the  Ashmolean  Society,  no  account 
has  yet  been  given  of  the  pecoliarities  of  geological  strncture,  aaso- 
oiated  with  the  thermal  springs  of  the  United  States.  Indeed,  the 
supposed  rareness  of  their  occurrence  in  this  country ,  compared 
with  many  parts-  of  Europe,  and  their  comparatively  ^ight  excess 
of  temperature  in  most  instances  over  the  ordinary  springs,  have 
naturally  rendered  them  less  inviting  as  subjects  of  observation.  It 
is  hoped,  however,  that  the  details  about  to  be  presented,  by  prov- 
ing their  frequency  in  a  part  of  the  Appalachian  chain,  in  which 
until  of  late  years  only  a  few  were  believed  to  exist,  will  encourage 
a  search  for  them  in  other  parts  of  this  extended  mountain  belt. 

My  objects  in  the  present  communication  are  firtt^  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  ^^Tj  frequent  occurrence  of  thermal  springs  among  the 
axes  of  the  Appalachian  chain  in  Virginia;  secondly^  to  indicate 
certain  latoi  of  position^  by  which  I  have  found  them  to  be  governed, 
and  thirdly^  to  point  out  the  important  bearings  6f  those  facts  when 
connected  with  the  peculiar  geology  of  the  region,  upon  the  theory 
of  a  generally  diffused  internal  heat. 

According  to  the  views  of  Professors  Daubeny  and  Biscboff| 
every  spring  is  to  be  regarded  as  Thermal  whose  temperature  ex- 
ceeds the  atmospheric  mean  of  the  region  in  which  it  is  sitnated : 
and  in  conformity  with  this  definition,  the  former  of  these  philoso- 
phers has  proposed,  ^*  in  constructing  a  scale  of  temperature  in  re- 
gard to  them,  to  calculate  it  not  by  Uieir  actual  warmth,  but  by  the 
degree  of  their  excess  above  the  mean  of  the  climate."  The  pro- 
priety of  this  suggestion,  which  he  has  himself  carried  into  execu- 
tion in  the  very  valuable  Table  appended  to  his  *•  Report  on  Mineral 
and  Thermal  Waters,'  is  obvious  upon  a  moment's  consideration. 
Thus  we  know,  that  the  ordinary  superficial  springs  under  the  equa- 
tor have  a  temperature  as  high  as  some  of  the  celebrated  thermal 
waters  of  Europe  and  America.  In  Mexico  the  temperature  of  sev- 
enty-two degrees,  corresponding  with  the  mean  of  the  dimate,  be- 
longs to  the  common  springs,  while  in  Virginia  the  same  temper- 
ature renders  decidedly  thermal  the  well  known  fountains  of  the 
Sweet  Springs  Valley,  which  rise  in  a  region  whose  average  is  about 
fifty- one  degrees. 

Admitting  that  the  elevated  temperature,  observed  in  mines  and 
Artesian  wells,  is  dependent  upon  a  generally  diffused  internal  heat, 
increasing  with  the  depth,  and  not  upon  chemical  or  volcanic  agen- 
cies of  local  operation,  the  class  of  thermal  waters,  as  above  de- 
scribed, ought  to  include  a  large  proportion  of  such  springs  as  are 
not  of  superficial  origin.  Indeed,  under  any  view  of  the  sources  of 
their  temperature,  all  springs  ought  to  be  included  in  this  class  whose 
heat  is  invariable,  or  when  liable  to  change  never  sinks  below  the 
atmospheric  mean  of  the  place.*  Some  decidedly  thermal  springs, 
as,  for  example  the  White  Sulphur  Springs  of  Virginia,  display  con- 
siderable variations  of  temperature  with  the  change  of  seasons  or  of 

*  Of  courBe  this  is  not  intended  to  include  springs  originating  in  gladeis 
or  near  the  tops  of  high  mountains. 
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weather.  It  would,  therefore,  not  be  correct  to  assume  permanency 
of  heat  as  the  criterion  of  thermal  character,  however  completely, 
in  the  ordinary  circumstances  of  springs,  such  permanency  would 
seem  to  prove  that  the  waters  in  which  it  is  observed  belong  to  the 
thermal  class.  It  may  be  fairly  assumed  in  general,  that  a  spring 
presenting  a  uniform  temperature,  or  one  which,  in  its  fluctuations, 
never  descends  below  the  atmospheric  mean,  cannot  be  dependent 
for  its  heat  upon  the  atmosphere  and  superficial  strata.  Hence  the 
general  dissemination  of  such  springs  over  a  widely  extended  region, 
furnuhet  theitrongest  evidence  far  the  eziatenee  of  a  perennial  eouree 
(if  heat  teithin  the  earth. 

As  remarked  by  Bischoff,  the  coldest  springs  of  uniform  temper- 
ature, provided  they  do  not  derive  their  waters  from  a  neighboring 
mountain,  will  exhibit  the  nearest  approximation  to  the  average 
temperature  of  the  country ;  but  will  always  be  a  little,  though  it  may 
be  a  very  little  higher.  Guided  by  these  views,  he  has  shown,  from 
extensive  observations  in  Germany  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  that 
thermal  springs  are  of  far  more  frequent  occurrence  than  had  been 
supposed,  and  indeed,  that  nearly  all  the  copious  mineral  springs 
there,  and  probably,  by  inference  in  other  parts  of  the  continent,  are 
of  this  denomination.  Out  of  twenty  mineral  springs  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Lacher  See,  which  he  continued  to  observe  at  different  sea- 
sons for  several  years,  the  coldest  always  exceeded  the  mean  of  the 
place  by  about  two  degrees  and  a  quarter,  thus  proving  them  all 
to  be  unquestionably  thermaL  Similar  observations  on  the  springs 
of  the  Dippe,  Jordan,  Pader,  and  Heder,  flowing  from  the  foot  of  the 
chalk  rocks  of  the  Teutoburges-wald,  brought  to  light  the  fact  that 
out  of  nxty-eix  running  fresh  water  springs,  only  three  had  a  tem- 
perature below  forty-seven  and  three  quarters  degrees,  the  mean  of 
the  place,  making  eixty-three  to  belong  to  the  thermal  class.  In  like 
manner  Prof.  Forbes  found  the  temperature  of  a  number  of  copious 
springs  upon  the  Rhine,  not  before  supposed  to  be  thermal,  to  ex- 
ceed by  several  degrees  the  mean  of  the  place. 

Observations  of  these  elightly  thermal,  as  well  as  of  warmer 
springs,  though  thus  numerous  in  some  parts  of  Europe,  have  per- 
haps been  too  much  confined  to  such  regions  as  are  known  or  may  be 
supposed  to  have  been  at  one  time  the  theatre  of  local  volcanic  ac^ 
tivityy  to  admit  of  our  inferring,  with  confidence,  that  the  elevation 
of  temperature  thus  observed,  is  the  result  of  a  generally  pervasive 
heat  within  the  earth.  Indeed,  the  very  frequent  occurrence  of  in- 
trusive igneous  masses,  among  the  rocks  of  a  large  part  of  Europe, 
is  calculated  to  weaken  the  force  of  such  an  inference  generally,  as 
^plied  to  that  portion  of  the  earth's  crust. 

In  this  country,  the  vast  belt  of  mountains  occupied  by  the  Ap-  . 
palachian  strata,  presents,  as  I  conceive,  a  region  peculiarly  favorable 
for  unambiguous  observations  of  this  class,  in  consequence  of  the 
absence,  excepting  along  its  eastern  border,  of  trappean  or  other 
erupted  rocks.  It  is  therefore  greatly  to  be  regretted,  that  so  little 
has  been  done  towards  an  accurate  determination  of  the  temperature 
of  the  perennial  springs  of  this  region,  more  particularly  of  such  as 
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are  sitnated  near  conspicnons  axes  and  lines  of  fault.  From  my  own 
observations  made  from  time  to  time  daring  the  last  eight  years, 
chiefly  in  Virginia,  I  am  led  to  conclude  that  a  great  proportion  of 
the  copions  and  constant  springs  of  this  belt,  and  more  especiaUy 
those  of  our  great  limestone  valley,  are  truly  though  slightly  ther- 
mal, and  that  they  owe  to  a  deep  subterranean  source  the  remarkable 
uniformity  of  temperature  they  exhibit.  As,  however,  accurate  de- 
terminations of  the  atmospheric  mean,  as  well  as  minute  observations 
on  the  springs  at  various  seasons,  are  requisite  in  deciding  with  cer- 
tainty upon  their  thermal  character,  and  as  we  are  yet  very  imper^ 
fectly  provided  with  these  data,  the  question,  with  regard  to  a  great 
number  of  our  bold  springs,  must  still  remain  unsettled.  I  therefore 
restrict  myself  in  the  present  paper  to  a  notice  of  such  as  are  de- 
cidedly unequivocally  thermal. 

The  following  Tables  comprise  all  the  well-marked  thermal 
Springs  of  Virginia,  either  previously  known,  or  which  have  been 
brought  to  light  by  myself  and  my  assistants,  in  the  survey  of  the 
State. 

Table  I,  relating  principally  to  the  thermals  which  are  best 
known  and  most  resorted  to  by  invalids,  includes,  in  regard  to  most  of 
them,  a  statement  of  the  names  and  relative  quantities  of  the  evolved 
gases,  with  the  names  of  the  gaseous  and  principal  solid  ingredients. 

In  Table  II,  these  particulars  are  omitted,  as  being  of  less  pres- 
ent interest  with  regard  to  most  of  the  springs  it  embraces,  but  oc-  . 
casional  notices  are  annexed  of  the  evolved  gases  and  of  the  contents 
of  the  waters.  I  may  add,  that  a  minute  account  of  the  ingredients 
of  our  thermal  and  minertU  springs  generally,  derived  from  a  long 
series  of  analyses  in  which  I  have  been  engaged  for  many  years,  will 
be  made  public  in  another  form.  It  will  be  seen,  that  some  of  the 
springs,  embraced  in  Table  II,  have  a  temperature  but  little  above 
the  atmospheric  mean,  yet  their  thermal  character  is  believed  to 
have  been  fully  established  by  the  permanency  of  this  excess. 


Oatalogub  of  the  Thkbmal  Spbinos  of  Virginia. 
TabUL 


Nam*  of  Spring. 


Warm  Springs^, 


1.  Principal  Bath,... 

2.  Driuking  Spring, , 


Hot  Sprinffty , 


1.  Gentleman's  Boilor,. 

4  '  2.  BpoutBath, 

6  ,  8.  Bed  Spring, 


O«ognpblttl  pothion. 


Warm  Spring  Valley, 
Bath  county, 


Same  valley  as  above, 
in  Bath  county, . . . 


Gcologlca]  podtloa. 


In  anticlinal  axis  of 
fonnation  II.,  of  Va. 
and  Pa.  reports, 


In  Bame  axis  as  above. 
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Table  L—Cmiinued. 


6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

11 


12 
18  I 

14  I 

16 


4.  Pleasure  Both, 

6.  Barrel  Spring, 

6.  Sweet  Spring, 

7.  Gents'  Lower  Spout,. 

8.  Ladies'  Hot  Spout,.. 

Gap  Spring^ 


8w€e$  Alum  8prin{ys^*,, 

1.  Tootbadie  Spring,. .  < 

2.  Healing  Spring, 

8.  Spring  near  Boad, . . . 


Falling  Spring^ . 
I  8we0t  Springs^ . . 


16 

17 
18 


19 

20 


21 
22 


28 
24 
25 

26 

27 

28 


1.  Drinking  Spring  near 

hotel, 

2.  Old  Bed  Spring, 

8.  Sogers'  Bed  Spring, 

or       Champaigne 


fb^r- 


4.  Bubbling  Fountain,. 

5.  Wetstem  Spring, 


Snake  Run  Springi,,. 

1.  Two  large  Springs, 
'       •     '^  \5Spnn 


2.  Le8B,butColdSpnngs, 
Bath  Springs^* 


1.  Spring  near  hotel,.. 

2.  Southwest  of  (1),.. 
8.  Southwest  of  (2), . , 

WhiU  Sulphur, 

Wilton^ i  Thermal,,,, 


McIltnripM  Spring,, 


N.  W.  of  Warm 
Spring,  on  road  to 
Bull  Pasture, 

8  mUcs  8.  W.  Hot 
Springs, 


Near  Covington, 

Sweet  Springs  Valley, 
Allegnany  county,. 


Near  N.  E.  end  Sweet 
Springs  Valley, . . . 


Warm  Spring  Bidge, 
Batli,  Morgan  coun- 
ty,  


Greenbrier  county,.. 

Near  Long's  Entry 
creek,  Botetourt 
county, 

Near  N.  fork  of  Hoi- 
ston  river,  Soott 
county, 


In  the  above  axis  near 
N.  W.  termination  of 
expos.  For.  XL 

In  above  axis.  For.  II. 


Near  8.  W.  end  of  same 

axis^  For.  II. 
Antidinal  axis  passing 

into   fault     N.  W. 

side  of  II. 


In  same  axis,  termina- 
tion of  For.  U. 


S.  E.  flank  of  anticli- 
nal axis  of  CaT)on  Mt. 
in  For.  VH. 


In   anticlinal   axis  of 

For.  VII. 
In  anticl.  of  For.  VII. 

N.   W.    of  axis   of 

Biggs'  Mt. 

Near  fault,  bringing 
For.  II.  in  con.  with 
For.  XI,  in  XL 


^  For  modem  names  see  Appendix. 


582 


Catalogue  of  thb  Teebmal  Springs  op  Yibginia. 
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Princlpd  SoUd  IngKdlaBla. 

T«Bp. 

of 

T«p. 

•r 

0  1  «• 

100  cubic  iDcbM  conUin 

ToUllB  100  cubic  incfacK 

•Pri»f. 

pi«.. 

98. 

0- 

i   i 

1 

97*" 

51- 

2.6     J      i    1.62Tiiice!  2.64 

0.21 

10.64  pre.  conBist  of 

1 

Sul.  Lime,  S.Mag. 

S.  Soda,  Carb.  of 

1 

Lime. 

2     96 

i( 

i( 

(i      1      U      1    t(           t( 

ii 

it 

it 

C.  Magnesia,  etc. 

S    106 

(t 

84.8   6. 

10.2  •*  .1.79  0.32:11.      Trace 

13.25  grs.  do.,  with 

a  decided  amt.  of 

carbonate  of  iron. 

4    108 

(( 

-      1   ^tT  n  oq 

11  8 

12.78  grs.  same. 
15.61  grs.  same. 

6'  105 

i( 

i^-   t     0    14.    1  "    1.50  0.24 

11.6 

6,  102 

b7.6     0    12.5 

...  ....1 

7    102* 

76.        6    19. 

...1.80  0.2 

11.6 

13.12  gn.  Barae. 

8|     93 

...  2  10  "  ^^ 

11.7 

'   1^  R  trt-<     B«mA 

9'  103 

,,,J 1 

. ..!-!-- 

* 

42.75  grs.  same. 
13.8  grs.  same. 
Chlondea  of  Sodium, 
Calcium  and  Mag. 

10,  ... 

.... 

....!.... 

.... 

..... 

11     71 

exist  in  all  these 

waters    in    small 

amount;  also  very 

faint  traces  of  Io- 

dine.   The  same 

is  true  of  those 

which   follow  as 

far  as  26. 

12 

85 

■ .  ■  * 

.... 

.  •  • . 

18     83 

.  ■ .  • 

.... 

.... 

14 

74 

15 

62 

u 

....!.... 

^ 

16 

74 

71.7 

.... 

28.3 

1.87 

Trace 

81.87 

Trace 

32.67  ^srrs.  main  in- 
gnxiients  same  as 
above. 

17 

75 

77.3 

" 

22.7 

2.12 

it 

85.6 

38.81  grs.  same,  with 
more  Carb.  Iron. 

18  76-78 

62.5 

....37.5... 

2.57 

0.20 

46.1 

40.76  gre.  same,  with 
more  Carb.  Iron. 

,J     . 

19;    74 

82. 
77.2 

5      18. 
....122.8 

... 

201     72 
21      72 

...Ii.e 

...1 

Trace 

30.55  

41.21  grs.  same. 

22     67 

....'::::'"::i::"' 

Si  P 

52? 

89.7 

9.2 

l.l'i... 11.32 

6!i2 

1.14  .'.*;v 

4.75     grs.,     chiefly 

24!     74 

it           1    it 

it 

ti 

Carb.  Lime    and 

26'  72.5 

(I 

ti 

ti 

tt     .,   1    ti 

(t 

it 

f 

Mag.  and  Sulph. 

1 

1 

J 

of  same  basis. 
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Continued 

Tmp. 
of 

Temp. 

of 
p].e«. 

GaMOU  iDgivdUnta. 

1 

4 

c5 

1 

100 

1.78 

cabieln 

ch«  emiUtn 

Total  in  100  cubic  inehM. 

?6 

61-65 

0.19 

2  07 

65.54  grs.  Carb.  of 
Limo  and  Mag.; 
Sulph.  Lime, 
Mag.,  and  Soda ; 
chloride  of  So- 
dium, Mnsm.  and 
Calcium.&c;  Sul. 
Uyd.  of  Magne- 
sium; Sulph.  Iron: 
a  marked  amt.  of 
Iodine.  Sulphur 
blended  with  o> 
ganic  matter. 

22.85  grs.,  same  at 
1,  2,  &c. 

26.04  grs.  same. 

27 

«» 

531 

1 

28     Aft 

. . .. 

* 

Table  IL 


iTinp. 

T«np. 

of 

of 

Nam*  of  Spring. 

OMlogkal  pocitloa. 

|iprliig. 

pl«». 

Bond  Springt. 

Cedar      Creek 

In  steep  anticlmal  axis  of 
For.Vl.    Springs  bold 

29 

57 

52  f 

1.  Enclosed  ftprmg. 

vallev,  Shen- 

80 

56 

.... 

2.  Open  spring. 

andoah  CO. 

and   constant.      Some 

81 

55-75  .... 

8.  Open  spring. 

gas— Nit.  and  C.  acid. 

Capon  or  Cacapon. 

Near    Watson- 

N.  W.  side  of  anticlinal 

82 

64  • 1.  Principal  ppring. 

town,  Hamp- 

axis  of    Paddy's   Mt 

83 

57 

2.  Spring      higher 
up    mountain. 

shire  CO. 

From  vertical  strata  of 
For.  VII.   Copious  and 

84 

56 

.... 

8.  Spring     higher 
than  (2). 

constant. 

85 

54 

.... 

4.  Spring     higher 

Kamer't  Thermal. 
1.  Largo  spring. 

Nrar      Clifton 

S.  E.  side  of  anticlinal  of 

86 

64 

.... 

Forcre,       on 
Jackson  riv- 

Kich Patch  Mt     From 

87 

61  i  .... 

2.  Five       smaller 

For.  VI.     Copious  and 

springs. 

er,   Allegha- 
ny CO. 

constant.     Some  gas — 
Nit.,  Carb.  acid  and  Ox. 

88     62 

Mill  M,  Spring. 

Panther     Gap, 

S.  E.  side  of  anticlinal  of 

Mill    Moun- 

MillMt. From  For.  VI. 

tain,     Rock- 
bridge CO. 

Copious  and  constant. 

89 

56 

.... 

Haycoeh^  8  Spring, 

N.W.   side  of 
Big      Sandy 
ri<5rc,  Hardy 
county. 

Anticlinal  axis  of  North 
River  Mt.  from   For. 
VI.     Very   bold   and 
constant. 
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40 


41 


42 


Tamp. 

of 
ipring. 


60 
61.6 


65 


66 


43  61.5 


44  57.5 


Tamp, 
of 


45  56 

! 

46  56 

47,  56 

48.  60 


49 
60 

61 

62 
58 


56 

67 

66 
70 


66 
72 
76 


51 
52? 


N«M  of  Spring. 


Pearce^a  Spring. 


Springs  near  War- 
denacillt. 

Buaby*8  Spring. 


Nap*  8  Greek  Spring. 


Walker't  Valley 
Springs. 

1.  Largest  spring. 

2.  Leas  springs. 

Springs  near  Gal- 
braUK's. 

1.  Lower  spring. 

2.  Upper  spring. 

Springs.  A  great 
group  of  thcjr- 
tnala  covering 
nearly  half  an 
acre. 

Kimherling  spring 


EdmoT^torCs    BUj 
tpriivg. 

Lmesione  spring. 


Limestone  Spring. 
Strickkr's  Spring 

Buford?s       Oap 

Springs. 
1st  opring. 
2d  Spring. 
8d  Spring. 


GMgrapbleal  podtkm. 


Near  Pearce's 
furnace,  N. 
W.  side  of 
Paddy's  Mt. 

Hardy  county. 


W.ofWardens- 
ville,   Hardy 

00. 

Near  Hunters- 
ville,  Poca- 
hontas CO. 

Valley  of  Walk- 
er's Creek, 
Wythe  CO. 


On  Hunting 
Camp  creek, 
near  junc.  with 
Wolf  creok, 
Giles  CO. 

Kimherling 
fork,  Giles  co. 

Near   Roanoke 
river,  Floyd(?) 

CO. 

Near  cast  base 
of  Little 
North  Mt., 
Shenandoah 


Near  Milford, 
Poge  CO. 

Entrance       of 
Strickler's 
Gap,  Rock- 
bridge 00. 

S.  E.  of  Blue 
Ridge,  at  6u- 
ford's  gap, 
Bedford  co. 


GMlOglOkl 


N.W.  side  of  anticlinal  of 
Paddy's  00 ve.  Junction 
ofFor.  VLandVa 

N.W.  side  of  anticlinal  of 
Chestnut  Bidge,  trom 
For.  VU. 

N.W.  sideof  antid.  of  Big 
Sandv.  From  junc.  of 
For.  Vn.  and  VUL 

Anticl.  axis  of  Brown's 
Mt.  For.  VI.  Much 
gas,  Nit.  C.  acid. 

Axis  in  For.  II.  Rocks 
nearly  vertical.  Bold. 
Gas. 

No  gas. 

Steep  beds  of  For.  H. 
Near  fault  of  Draper's 
valley.  Very  Dold 
springs.    Gas. 

Near  N.E.  end  of  anticl. 
of  'Bnrk's  Garden. 
From  For.  VH. 


Anticl.    of    Little   Flat 
TopMt    For.  VL 

Fault  in  F.  II.   Copious. 
Much  gas,  Nit,  <Bc 


Inversion  of  For.  11.  on 
m.  with  feult.  Flows 
from  II.  Bold:  no  gas. 
Inverted  axis  or  For.  IL 
Very  copious. 

Inverted  axis  of  For.  II. 
Very  copious. 

Inversion  of  For.  II.  on 
III.  with  fault.  Flows 
from  IL  Bold.  Nit., 
Ox.,  and  C.  acid. 

Junction  of  For.  I.  with 
Uypogene  rocks. 
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The  details  embraced  in  the  preceding  tables  of  our  thermal 
springs,  will,  I  think,  jastify  the  assertion,  that  in  no  region  hith- 
erto described  is  the  connection  of  springs  of  this  class  with  the 
structaral  featares  of  the  district  in  which  they  occur,  so  uniformly 
and  extensively  displayed  as  in  our  Appalachian  belt.  The  J^fty-tix 
springs  here  enumerated  embrace  twenty-ftve  distinct  lines  and  indi- 
viduid  localities,  situated  in  various  and  remote  parts  of  the  Valley, 
and  the  mountainous  belt  adjoining  it  on  the  northwest,  making 
in  all  an  area  of  about  fifteen  thousand  square  miles.  Forty-six  of 
these  springs  are  situated  on  or  adjacent  to  antidinid  axes,  seven  on 
or  near  lines  of  fault  and  inversion,  and  three,  the  only  group  of  this 
kind  yet  known  in  Virginia,  dose  to  the  point  of  junction  of  the 
Appalachiim  with  the  Hypogene  rocks. 

It  may  therefore  be  announced  as  the  prevailing  law^  as  regards 
the  more  decided  thermals  of  Virginia,  and  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve of  other  parts  of  the  Appalachian  belt,  that  they  issue  from 
the  lines  of  anticlinal  aaes,  or  from  points  very  near  sueh  lines, 

A  glance  at  the  several  short  sections  accompanying  this  paper, 
aided  by  the  following  brief  comments,  will  serve  more  particularly 
to  illustrate  the  conditions  under  which  they  thus  generally  occur, 
and  to  impart  just  conceptions  of  the  structure  of  the  districts  in 
which  they  are  situated.*    (Plate  No.  II.) 

Section  I.  From  the  Warm  Springs  to  the  Little  North  Moun- 
tain. 

Seotion  it.    Passing  through  the  Hot  Springs, 

Section  III.    Passing  through  the  Oap  J^irrifig  and.  EbMng  Spring, 

Section  IV.     Through  aais  at  Kayser's  Springs, 

In  the  first  of  these  Sections  are  embraced  three  thermal  locali- 
ties, presenting  distinct  geological  conditions.  In  the  most  western, 
that  of  the  weU  known  Warm  Springs,  the  water  comes  to  the  sur- 
face in  the  line  of  an  anticlinal  axis.  In  the  next,  that  at  the  Mill 
mountain,  it  flows  out  on  the  southeastern  side  of  the  axis,  and  in 
the  third  it  issues  from  rocks  presenting  a  great  inversion,  accom- 
panied by  a  fault. 

The  Warm  Springs  rise  to  the  surface  through  fissures,  in  a  mas- 
sive bluish  limestone,  a  part  of  Formation  II,  of  the  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania  Reports,  and  corresponding  to  the  Black  river  lime- 
stone of  the  New  York  geologists.  This  rock  forms  the  surface  of 
a  long  and  narrow  anticlinal  valley,  extending  from  beyond  the  Gap 
Spring  (Section  III)  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Falling  Spring 
(Table  I,  No.  16,)  a  distance  of  about  thirty  miles,  nearly  in  a  direc- 
tion from  northeast  to  southwest.  Beyond  this,  towards  the  north- 
east, the  higher  formations  close  over  the  limestone,  forming  a  lofty 
unbroken  mountain,  in  the  prolongation  of  which  the  axis  gradually 
dies  out.  A  similar  though  more  rapid  change  terminates  the  axis 
at  the  southwest,  its  entire  length  being  about  sixty  miles. 

The  rockf*  on  the  northwest  side  of  this  axis,  forming  the  Little 
Warm  Spring  mountain,  are  in  general  either  vertical  or  overturned, 

*  The  scale  of  the  Sections  is  2i  miles  to  the  inch  or  twice  that  of  the  laree 
State  map.    The  eastern  part  of  Sec.  Y III  is  by  mistake,  too  much  expanded. 
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while  those  on  the  sootheast,  constitating  the  lofty  and  maasive  range 
of  Warm  Spring  mountain  proper,  present  a  moderate  soatheast- 
em  dip,  excepting  at  a  few  points  where  the  inclination  for  a  short 
distance  is  much  steeper*  1  he  line  of  thermals  situated  in  this 
axis,  includes  those  of  Tahle  I,  from  1  to  16  inclusive.  Of  these, 
the  least  ttierraal,  the  Gap  Spring  and  Falling  Spring,  are  found  to- 
wards the  extremities  of  the  anticlinal  valley ;  those  nearer  the  cen- 
tre of  its  length,  the  Warm  Springs  and  Sweet  Alum  Springs,  have 
a  much  higher  temperature,  and  the  Hot  Springs,  occupying  a 
central  position,  are  the  warmest  of  all.  At  the  latter  point  the 
flexure  of  the  strata  appears  to  have  attained  its  maximum,  and  is 
of  the  folded  kind,  the  rocks  of  the  northwest  side  of  the  valley, 
and  of  the  Little  Warm  Spring  mountain,  being  inverted  for  a  thick- 
ness of  about  three  thousand  feet. 

The  amount  of  water  issuing  from  these  springs  is  so  great  as  to 
form  the  chief  part  of  the  Warm  Spring  creek.  Cedar  creek,  and 
other  streams  fluwing  out  of  the  valley  towards  the  northwest. 
At  all  these  points  much  gaseous  matter  is  evolved  along  with  the 
water,  consisting  in  great  part  of  nitrogen,  with  some  carbonic  acid, 
a  very  little  and  in  certain  cases  no  oxygen,  and  at  two  or  three 
points  a  slight  admixture  of  sulphureted  hydrogen. 

The  position  of  this  valley  between  two  lofty  ridges,  which 
uniting  at  its  opposite  extremes  form  a  complete  enclosure  around 
it,  and  the  steep  inclination  of  the  strata  along  the  western  part  of 
its  surface,  are  just  such  conditions  as  might  be  expected  to  give 
rise  to  a  large  accumulation  of  water  at  great  depth,  and  to  furnish 
a  hydrostatic  force  capable  of  raising  it  to  the  surface.  It  appears 
to  me,  therefore,  that  in  speculating  upon  the  mechanical  agencies 
ooncerned  in  the  emissions  of  these  thermals,  we  are  not  called 
upon  to  imagine  any  other  force  than  that  of  the  simple  pressure  of 
aqueous  columns,  eitlier  continuous  or  interrupted  by  gases  accumu- 
lated in  the  same  fissures  or  cavities  within  the  earth.  Nor  in  trac- 
ing to  their  origin  the  temperature,  evolved  gases,  and  the  chemical 
ingredients  of  these  waters,  do  I  conceive  that  any  further  condi- 
tions are  required,  than  the  access  of  the  air  and  meteoric  waters  to 
rocky  masses  at  a  great  depth  below  the  surface,  and  whose  temper- 
ature, due  to  that  depth,  sustains  the  chemical  actions  necessary  to 
give  the  proper  impregnation  to  the  springs. 

In  glancing  the  eye  along  Section  1,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
flexures  of  the  strata  are  such  as  to  give  the  axis^planes  an  oblique 
position,  dipping  towards  the  southeast;  a  structure  equally  distinct 
also  in  tlie  other  sections,  and  which  is  in  conformity  with  a  general 
law,  already  announced  by  my  brother.  Prof.  H.  D.  Rogers  and  my- 
self in  a  joint  paper  **  On  the  Structure  of  the  Appalachian  Chain  " 
read  to  the  Association.!    In  consequence  of  such  a  flexure,  the 

*  This  unusually  steep  inclination  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  axis,  is  seen 
opposite  the  Warm  Spriniis  on  the  main  road. 

t  To  tliU  paper,  and  the  accompanying^  Sections  and  Diagrams  I  would 
refer  for  a  full  exposition  of  this  law,  and  for  explanations  of  the  terms  nonnal 
ond/oliiedJUxures^  axis-planes,  <&c.,  used  in  the  present  article. 
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strata  of  the  Mill  moantiiin,  on  the  western  side,  are  thrown  into  an 
inverted  position ;  those  on  the  east,  in  which  tne  Thermal  of  Pan' 
iher  Gap  rises,  preserving  a  moderate  dip  towards  the  southeast. 
This  bold  spring,  accompanied  by  a  good  deal  of  gas,  chiefly  nitro- 
gen, issues  from  beds  of  limestone  belonging  to  our  For.  VI,  nearly 
equivalent  to  the  Pentamerus  limestone  of  New  York. 

The  same  conditions  accompany  the  group  of  thermal^  marked 
on  Section  IV.  The  strata  here  are  more  slightly  inverted  on  the 
nortluK^est,  and  their  curTsature  is  so  well  preserved,  even  in  the 
massive  beds  of  sandstone,  (For.  IV,  Shawangunk  grit  of  New 
York,)  as  to  present,  in  the  grand  exposure  at  Clifton  forge,  a  vast 
rocky  arch  of  more  than  half  a  mile  in  span. 

The  thermal  at  the  southeastern  extremity  of  Section  I,  is  asso- 
ciated with  a  different  structure.  The  limestone  (For.  II)  of  the 
great  Valley  is  here,  as  in  most  places  near  the  foot  of  the  Little 
North  mountain,  thrown  over  upon  For,  III,  This  inversion,  due  to 
a  folded  axis  lying  parallel  to  and  southeast  of  that  ridge,  though  it 
often  extends  entirely  through  the  mountain,  at  this  point  ceases 
with  the  eastern  outcrop  of  the  lower  beds  of  For.  IV.  At  the 
Junction  of  Formations  II  and  III,  the  latter  is  much  crushed,  and 
a  slight  fault  occurs.  It  is  near  this  spot,  in  the  limestone,  that  the 
warm  waters  make  their  escape.  The  thermal,  marked  at  the 
southeastern  extremity  of  Section  X,  occurs  under  precisely  the 
same  conditions,  rising  in  the  same  rocks,  thrown  into  the  same 
inverted  attitude. 

Section  V.  Across  the  Sweet  Spring  Valley, 

The  structure  of  this  valley,  like  that  of  the  Warm  Springs,  is 
due  to  a  great  anticlinal  axis.  Commencing  at  a  point  southwest- 
ward  of  the  termination  of  the  latter,  this  valley  extends  for  about 
fifteen  mUes  in  a  nearly  west-southwest  direction,  bounded  by  the 
Sweet  Spring  or  Peters^s  Mountain  on  the  southeast,  and  by  the 
Snake  Run  or  Little  Mountain  on  the  opposite  side.  Where  the 
limestone,  For.  II,  begins  to  be  exposed  by  the  opening  of  a  great 
anticlinal  range  of  For.  Ill  and  IV,  and  for  a  short  distance  towards 
the  southwest,  the  strata  have  a  normal flezure^  those  on  the  north- 
west side  of  the  axis  dipping  steeply  towards  the  northwest.  But 
as  we  proceed  towards  the  southwest,  the  flexure  increasing,  causes 
an  inversion  of  the  strata  on  the  northwest  side,  accompanied  by 
an  occasional  crushing  and  partial  concealment  of  the  slate  rocks  of 
For.  III.  These  conditions,  first  seen  at  the  group  of  thermals  on 
Snake  Run,  (Table  1,  Nos.  21,  22,)  continue,  with  some  fluctuations, 
to  near  the  southwest  end  of  the  valley,  the  amount  of  dislocation 
gradually  but  irregularly  augmenting  as  we  trace  the  Little  Moun- 
tain in  that  direction.  Beyond  this  point  the  fault  rapidly  increases, 
so  that  in  the  distance  of  a  few  miles  not  only  the  rocks  of  the 
Little  Mountain,  but  all  the  strata  intervening  between  For.  II,  and 
For.  XI,  (carboniferous  limestone)  have  been  swallowed  up.  In 
this  condition,  occasionally  varied  by  the  intrusion  of  in-wedged 
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knobs  or  masses  of  the  ingolfed  strata,  we  may  trace  this  extraor- 
dinary dislocation  along  the  northwest  base  of  the  Peters's  and  East 
Hiver  momitains  for  more  than  fifty  miles,  after  which  it  is  still 
farther  continued  with  a  new  topography. 

The  Sweet  Springs  flow  out  from  the  steep-dipping  and  inverted 
limestone  near  the  centre  of  the  valley ;  the  Med  Springi  and  Snake 
Bun  group  from  points  nearer  the  junction  of  this  rock  with  For. 
Ill,  of  the  Little  Mountain.  The  streams  fed  by  these  copious  foun- 
tains, flowing  towards  the  northwest  by  narrow  transverse  valleys 
through  the  Little  and  Snake  Run  mountains,  have  accumulated  a 
great  thickness  of  tufaceous  deposit,  forming  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  Red  Springs  a  succession  of  picturesque  cascades. 

Gas,  consisting  of  nitrogen  with  a  considerable  amount  of  car- 
bonic acid,  escapes  f]*eely  from  all  these  springs,  rising  from  the 
Sweet  Springs  in  copious  streams.  Much  dissolved  carbonic  acid 
is  also  present,  rendering  most  of  these  waters  decidedly  acidulous, 
and  enabling  them  to  retain  in  solution  a  marked  proportion  of  car- 
bonate of  iron,  as  well  as  the  more  usual  ingredients,  carbonates 
of  lime  and  magnesia.* 

Section  VI.     Through  the  White  Sulphur  SpriTige, 

The  axis  in  which  the  White  Sulphur  Springs  arise,  and  that  of 
the  thermal  of  Brown's  mountain,  (Table  II,  No.  43,)  are  nearly 
though  not  exactly  in  the  same  line.  They  are  further  from  the 
southeastern  margin  of  the  Appalachian  belt  than  any  others  re- 
ferred to  in  the  tables,  their  distance  from  the  Blue  ridge,  in  a  direct 
transverse  line,  being  about  forty  miles.  The  White  Sulphur  axis, 
exposing  For.  YII,  at  the  springs,  dies  out  in  a  short  distance 
towards  the  southwest ;  but,  traced  in  the  opposite  direction,  ex- 
pands into  a  considerable  ridge,  bringing  into  view  the  upper  part  of 
For.  yil,  here  of  considerable  thickness,  and  eventually  terminates 
in  a  roll  of  the  slates  of  For.  YIII,  near  Anthony's  creek.  In  the 
neighborhood  of  the  springs  the  flexure  of  the  strata  is  remarkably 
abrupt,  the  gentle  slope  on  the  southeastern  passing  into  a  vertical 
or  slightly  inverted  dip  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  axis.  With  the 
exception  of  this  and  another  adjacent  but  very  inconsiderable  line 
of  exposures,  the  surface  for  many  miles  on  either  side  is  occupied 
by  the  slates  and  sandstones  of  Fors.  YIII  and  IX,  bent  and  con- 
torted by  numerous  lesser  axes,  and  in  the  Allegheny  Mountain  and 
the  numerous  a^oining  hills,  carved  by  denudation  into  a  variety 
of  picturesque  forms. 

The  waters  of  the  White  Sulphur  are  copious,  but  accompanied 
by  very  little  evolved  gas.  The  few  bubbles  I  have  succeeded  in 
entrapping,  proved  to  be  nearly  all  nitrogen,  but  it  is  uncertain 
whether  they  arose  with  the  water  from  the  depths  below,  or  were 
developed  in  the  basin  of  the  spring. 

Though  decidedly  thermal,  these  waters  have  a  fluctuating  tem- 

*  These  are  the  only  decidedly  acidulous  springs  in  Virginia,  and  I  believe 
in  the  U.  S.,  excepting  a  few  which,  like  Saratoga,  contain  also  a  large  amount 
of  chloride  of  soaium. 
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perature,  never,  however,  as  I  think,  approaching  nearer  than  ten 
degrees  to  the  atmospheric  mean.'*' 

They  form  the  only  instance  within  my  knowledge  of  a  strongly 
snlphnreons  and  at  the  same  time  thermal  water  in  the  United 
States ;  and  in  these  respects  bear  a  close  analogy  to  certain  thermals 
of  the  Pyrenees.t 

Seotion  VII.  Through  WiUonU  Thermal  and  aerou  Garden 
Mountain, 

This  section  includes  a  partial  view  of  the  great  anticlinal  of  the 
Grarden  Mountain,  exhibiting  a  striking  example  of  the  folded  form 
of  flexure,  with  an  extensive  inversion  on  the  northwest  side.  Be- 
hind this,  towards  the  northwest,  lies  the  anticlinal  of  Biggs^s  Moun- 
tain, separated  from  the  former  by  an  irregular  trough  of  folded 
slates  (For.  VIII);  and  at  the  western  base  of  Biggs's  Mountain 
occurs  the  lesser  axis,  in  which  the  thermal  here  referred  to  rises  to 
the  surface.  While  the  axis  of  Biggs's  Mountain  brings  up  the  whole 
thickness  of  For.  Ill,  doubled  upon  itself,  that  of  Biggs^s  Mountain 
exposes  no  strata  lower  than  For.  V,  (Medina  sandstone  and  Olin- 

*  Dr.  DauboTiv,  who  visited  these  Bprincs  when  in  tliis  country,  did  not 
advert  to  their  being  thermal.    See  Silhzniurs  Journal,  April,  1889. 

t  The  plumose^  jilamentovs  growth,  involviiiff  a  large  amount  of  hvdrated 
sulphur,  which  lines  the  basin  and  outlet  of  the-so  waters,  and  which  Irom  its 
color  has  ^ven  rise  to  the  name  of  White  Sulphur,  is  also  found  in  other 
Rulphureous  springs  in  the  State,  and  has  caused  the  adoption  of  this  name  as 
descriptive  or  such  springs  as  a  elan^  notwithstanding  their  want  of  agree- 
ment m  other  and  iar  more  important  particulars.  Organic  products  of  an- 
other kind,  develop>ed  in  the  enclosures  of  the  Red,  Blue,  Gray,  Crimson  and 
Green  Sulphur  SprlngSj  and  whose  true  nature  was  also  first  suggested  by  my- 
self, (see  Hare's  Chemistry,  1888,)  have  by  a  like  connection  originated  the 
names  by  which  these  springs  are  respectively  known.  Observations  beyond, 
as  well  as  in  the  State,  have  satisfied  me  that  similar  oraranic  products  are  to 
be  met  with,  in  some  one  or  more  forms,  in  all  the  sulphureous  waters  of  the 
Appalachian  belt,  and  that  they  are  peculiar  to  waters  of  this  class.  Having 
read  with  great  mterest  Dr.  Lankester's  "  notice  of  the  plants  and  animal 
found  in  the  sulphureous  waters  in  Yorkshire,"  as  given  in  the  Report  of  the 
British  Association  for  1840,  I  have  been  much  gratified  at  finding  these 
opinions  corroborated  by  the  observations  of  that  gentleman  in  regard  to  the 
sulphureous  waters  of  Horrowgate,  Askcma,  ana  the  neighboring  district, 
and  I  have  enjoyed  no  little  surprise  in  recognizing  in  the  conferva  which 
at  those  places  *'  collects  in  large  quantities  around  the  sides  of  the  wells," 
and  in  the  animal  deposit.  ^*  varying  from  a  lurht  pink  to  a  rose  color,"  tlie 
objecto  which  imnart  sucn  beauty  to  some  or  our  celebrated  sulphureous 
springs,  and  which  six  years  ago  I  pronounced  to  be  of  "  vegeto-onimal "  ori- 
gin. I  may  here  add.  by  an  experiment  made  at  that  time  on  the  water  of  the 
White  Sulphur,  which  m  its  basin  and  outlet  produces  little  or  none  of  the 
rose-colored  deposit^  I  found  that  I  could  at  will  give  rise  to  it  by  collecting 
the  liquid  in  an  adjoining  cavity  in  the  dark  sulphureous  mud— imd  I  re> 
marked  that  be/ore  the  material  of  the  rosy  film  collected  on  the  surface  be- 
neath, it  continued  difi'used  in  the  liquid  for  some  time  like  a  faint  pink  cloud, 
changinfif  its  position  and  its  density.  This,  with  other  observations,  sug- 
gested tne  idea  of  its  being  due  to  animalculse,  which  under  certain  favorable 
conditions  as  to  light,  and  perhaps  temperature,  quiescence,  and  the  contact 
of  particular  substances,  would  always  display  themselves  in  our  sulphureous 
waters.  For  the  distinct  determination  of  the  forms  and  relations  of  these  or- 
ganic objects  by  the  microscope,  we  owe  our  thankB  to  Dr.  Lankester. 
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ton  group  of  New  York,)  over  which  the  beds  of  VI  aad  VII  are 
seen  bending  in  rather  steep  normal  flexure,  to  be  again  elevated  in 
part  in  the  low  ridge  of  VII,  (Oriskany  Bandstone  of  New  York,) 
from  wliich  the  thermal  issues.  The  point  of  exit  of  the  waters  is 
in  nearly  vertical  strata,  a  little  west  of  the  axis-plane.  Beyond 
tliis,  towards  the  northwest,  is  a  wide  expanse  of  For.  VIII,  greatly 
folded  and  contorted,  in  which,  at  no  great  distance  from  the  ther- 
mal, occurs  Dibbreirs  Spring,  a  cold  alkalino-sulphnreous  water,  such 
as  eharaeterizes  the  lower  and  more  calcareous  portion  of  these  slaty 
rocks. 

The  discharge  of  water  at  Wilson^s  thermal  is  abundant,  but  is 
accompanied  by  very  little  gas.  The  spring  contains  a  small  amount 
of  uncombined  cnrbonic  acid,  together  with  a  considerable  propor- 
tion of  saline  matter. 

Sbotioj?  VIII.    From  Bath  across  the  Cacapon  Mountain, 

The  Cacapon  or  Capon  mountain,  formed  by  the  union  of  several 
contiguous  parallel  axes,  which  arise  at  various  points  within  a  distance 
of  fifty  miles  from  tlie  Potomac  river,  attains  its  greatest  altitude  and 
breadth  about  eighteen  miles  south  westward  of  the  line  of  ourSection, 
beyond  which,  in  its  prolongation  towards  the  river,  it  gradually 
declines.  Where  most  largely  developed,  a  slight  roll  of  the  strata 
makes  its  appearance  near  its  southeastern  base,  which  soon  assum- 
ing more  importance,  forms  the  distinct  anticlinal  of  Warm  Spring 
Kidge.  This,  in  its  prolongation  towards  the  northwest,  gradually 
loses  its  anticlinal  character  by  the  obliteration  of  the  narrow  trough 
between  it  and  the  Cacapon  axis,  and  forms  at  the  Potomac  a  low 
flanking  hill  of  southeast  dipping  rocks.  Where  the  tiiermals  of 
Bath  arise,  the  anticliual  flexure  is  8tiII  in  part  preserved  in  a  sharp 
but  transient  change  of  dip  in  the  rocks  a  little  westward  of  the 
Springs.  Owing  to  an  error  in  reducing  this  Section,  the  space  be- 
tween the  centre  of  the  Eastern  Caca[>on  axis  and  the  position  of 
the  springs  is  much  too  great.  Contracting  this  interval,  it  will 
appear  that  the  position  of  these  thermals  agrees  in  all  important 
points  with  that  of  the  springs  on  the  southeastern  flank  of  the  Mill 
Mountain,  Section  I,  and  of  the  group  in  Section  IV. 

These  copious  springs  make  their  appearance  near  the  junction 
of  Fors.  VII  and  VII I,  at  the  southeastern  base  of  the  Warm  Spring 
Kidge,  here  faced  by  the  massive  jointed  sandstone  of  the  former. 
The  gas  which  accompanies  the  water,  though  consisting  mainly  of 
nitrogen,  contains  a  rather  larger  proportion  of  oxygen  than  is  found 
in  the  other  principal  thermals  of  the  State.  The  amount  of  solid 
matters  present  in  these  waters  is  extremely  small. 

Section  IX.  From  the  Cacapon  Springs  to  the  Little  North 
Mountain. 

Section  X.  From  the  Great  North  to  the  Little  North  Moun- 
tain through  Bond  Springs, 

In  the  former  of  these  Sections,  we  have  a  view  of  the  folded  or 
inverted  form  of  flexure,  both  in  the  anticlinal  of  the  Paddy  and 
Great  North  Mountain,  and  in  the  trough  between  the  former  and 
the  Little  North  Mountain.  In  the  narrow  anticlinal  valley  hemmed 
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in  by  the  wild  and  rngged  heights  of  the  Paddy  and  Great  North 
mountains,  no  decidedly  thermal  springs  have  yet  been  discov- 
ered, though  the  strnctnre  and  topography  of  the  place  wonld  seem 
highly  favorable  to  their  prod  action.  Perhaps  their  absence  may 
be  explained  by  the  peculiarly  shattered  condition  of  the  strata 
occupying  the  surface  of  the  valley,  and  forming  the  enclosing 
mountains,  especially  that  on  the  northwest,  in  virtue  of  which 
ready  channels  may  be  furnished  conveying  them  to  other  and  re- 
mote points  of  discharge.  This  opinion  is,  I  conceive,  supported 
by  the  conditions  under  which  the  Cacapon  Springs  occur.  These 
thermals,  as  indicated  on  the  Section,  make  their  appearance  on 
the  northwest  side  of  the  Great  North  Mountain.  They  are  four 
in  number,  and  situated  at  different  levels,  the  lowest,  which  is 
also  tlie  warmest,  flowing  from  For.  YII,  near  its  junction  with 
VIII,  and  the  others  successively  lower  in  temperature  and  higher 
in  position,  issuing  from  VI  and  V.  They  are  all  copious  and  con- 
stant and  yield  but  little  gas.  In  the  lower  or  principal  spring,  the 
chief  ingredients  are  carbonates  and  sulphates  of  lime  and  mag- 
nesia, and  sulphate  of  soda. 

Section  X,  parallel  to  the  preceding,  and  a  few  miles  north- 
eastward of  it,  includes,  it  will  be  seen,  three  separate  localities  of 
thermal  springs,  the  first  or  Pearce's  Spring,  (Table  II,  No.  40,)  at 
the  western  base  of  the  Great  North  Mountain,  the  second  or  Bond 
Springs,  (Nos.  29,  80, 31,)  in  the  Cedar  Creek  Valley,  and  the  third, 
an  nnnamed  spring,  (No.  51,)  rising  near  the  eastern  base  of  the 
Little  North  Mountain,  all  comprised  in  a  distance  which,  in  a  di- 
rect line,  is  less  than  six  miles. 

On  comparing  the  two  Sections  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  anticlinal 
valley  of  the  Paddy  and  Great  North  mountains  contracts  towards 
the  northeast,  the  inversion  on  its  northwestern  side  being  at  the 
same  time  replaced  by  steep  northwestern  dips.  This  change  goes 
on  augmenting,  until,  at  no  great  distance  northeast  of  the  present 
section,  the  valley  terminates  in  a  great  anticlinal  mountain  of  nor- 
mal flexure,  formed  by  the  now  united  rocks  of  the  Paddy  and 
Great  North  mountains.  While  this  change  is  in  progress,  two 
small  axes,  commencing  a  little  northeastwards  of  Section  IX,  make 
their  appearance  in  the  Cedar  Creek  Valley,  lifting  For.  VII  and 
then  VI,  from  beneath  the  slate,  and  forming  the  low  range  called 
the  Sugar  Hills.  It  is  on  the  more  important  of  these  axes,  that  the 
Bo7^  Springs  are  situated.  This  is  a  sharp  anticlinal,  giving  exit  to 
the  water  through  For.  VI.  The  spring  to  the  east  of  this  flows 
from  the  limestone  through  For.  VI.  The  spring  to  the  east  of  this 
flows  from  the  limestone  near  the  southeastern  base  of  the  Little 
North  Mountain,  issuing  as  before  noticed  from  a  line  of  inversion 
and  fault.  Pearce^s  thermal  agrees  in  position,  as  regards  the 
axis,  with  the  Cacapon  Springs,  rising  near  the  junction  of  steep- 
dipping  VI  and  VII. 

All  these  springs  evolve  more  or  less  gas,  chiefly  nitrogen,  and 
the  Bond  Springs  contain  a  considerable  amount  of  calcareous  and 
magnesian  salts. 
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Deeming  tlie  preceding  details  safficient  to  illnstrate  the  condi- 
tions under  whion  the  varioos  classes  of  thermals  in  Virginia  pre- 
sent themselves,  it  wonld  be  nnnecessarj,  as  well  as  tiresome,  to 
enumerate  similar  particulars  in  regard  to  the  numerous  other  warm 
springs  referred  to  in  the  preceding  tables.  I  may  here,  however, 
remark,  that  but  few  of  our  thermals,  not  flowing  in  axes,  rise,  as 
in  the  case  of  tlie  Mill  Mountain  and  Kajser^s  Springs,  on  the  90fUk- 
eastern  side  of  the  axis  plane.  Indeed,  out  of  the  whole  number 
included  in  the  tables,  I  know  of  but  three  groups  so  situated,  and 
these  are  exhibited  on  the  sections.  All  the  othere  iuue  from  the 
eteep^ipping  or  inverted  strata  on  the  northteeet  eide  of  the  antitXi- 
naUy  and  this  may  be  laid  down  as  the  general  law  of  their  peti- 
tion. 

Of  the  meehanical  and  chemical  agencies  concerned  in  the  pro- 
duction of  some  of  these  thermal  springs,  I  have  already  briefly 
expressed  my  views,  while  describing  the  structure  of  the  Warm 
Springs  Valley,  and  its  enclosing  mountains;  and  I  need  hardly  add, 
that  the  same  general  explanation  is  equally  applicable  to  the  other 
thermals,  situated  in  anticHnal  valleys.  In  carrying  out  this  view 
more  in  detail,  and  especially  in  applying  it  to  cases  like  that  of  the 
Sweet  Springs  Valley,  where  the  anticlinal  axis  passes  into  a  pro- 
longed line  of  fault,  it  has  appeared  to  me  to  be  necessary  as  well  as 
reasonable  to  admit,  first,^  that  the  subterranean  channels  which 
operate  both  in  furnishing  the  requisite  supplies  of  water  and  air  to 
the  depths  below,  and  in  forwarding  the  thermal  stream  under  hydro- 
static pressure,  must  have  a  direction  conforming  in  general  to  the 
strike  of  the  rocks ;  and  secondly^  that  the  direction  of  the  down- 
ward flow  of  the  meteoric  waters,  is  in  a  great  degree  determined 
by  the  natural  partings  of  the  strata,  or,  in  other  words,  by  the  plane 
of  dip. 

These  conditions  granted,  it  will  at  once  appear,  that  in  a  closed 
anticlinal  valley,  like  that  of  the  warm  and  hot  springs,  thermals,  if 
occurring  at  all,  might  be  expected  to  appear  along  its  whole  length, 
in  a  linear  arrangement,  and  near  its  western  boundary.  It  would 
also  seem,  in  this  case,  that  the  height  of  the  comparatively  ele- 
vated ground  at  the  two  ends  of  the  valley  would  determine  the 
hydrostatic  column  employed  in  bringing  the  water  to  the  surface. 

Where,  however,  the  valley  is  closed  only  at  one  endy  as  in  that 
of  the  Sweet  Springs,  the  case  is,  I  think,  diflerent  Thermals  may 
of  course  be  looked  for  towards  the  closed  end,  and  in  this  position 
they  are  found;  but  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  the  line  of  fault 
constituting  the  prolongation  of  the  axis  of  the  Sweet  Springs, 
though  continued  to  a  distance  of  more  than  fifty  miles,  does  not 
disclose  a  single  thermal  throughout  its  whole  extent,  nor  have  I  yet 
succeeded  in  discovering  more  than  one  spring  of  the  kind,  in  other 
parts  of  the  Appalachian  chain,  where  similar  geological  conditions 
prevail.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  prolonged  line  of  fault  running 
along  the  southeastern  base  of  the  Little  North  Mountain,  close  to 
the  northwestern  margin  of  our  great  Limestone  Valley,  and  at 
other  points,  where  the  same  structure  exists,  many  thermals  have 
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been  detected,  several  of  which,  from  their  marked  elevation  of  tem- 
perature, are  included  in  the  preceding  catalogue. 

These  results  are,  I  think,  sufficiently  explained  bj  reverting  to 
the  two  conditions  above  specified,  in  connection  with  the  form  of 
the  surface,  and  the  position  of  the  strata  in  the  vicinity  of  these 
faults.  In  the  first  case,  where  For.  II  rests  upon  the  overturned 
beds  of  For.  XI,  the  strata  composing  the  narrow  belt  of  the  former, 
along  the  northwest  base  of  the  great  range  of  Peters^s  and  East 
River  Mountain,  and  southeast  of  the  line  of  fault,  as  well  as  the 
rocks  of  these  ridges,  dip  at  a  moderate  angle  towards  the  southeast, 
and  therefore  away  from  the  fault.  On  the  opposite,  or  northwestern 
side  of  the  fault,  the  country  is  comparatively  levely  the  Little  Moun- 
tain, which  formed  the  western  boundary  of  the  Sweet  Springs  Val- 
ley having  been  ingulfed  in  the  vast  hiatus.  Hence,  though  the 
rocks  of  XI,  for  a  short  distance  noHhwest  of  the  dislocation, 
(through  the  breadth  over  which  this  formation  continues  inverted,) 
actually  dip  towards  the  fault,  the  flat  topography  on  the  northwest 
is  not  such  as  naturally  affords  a  hydrostatic  column  sufficient  to 
raise  the  water  from  a  great  depth  to  the  surface,  along  the  line  of 
fracture.  Nor  could  we  expect  the  heights  of  Peters^s  Mountain  on 
the  southeast  to  furnish  such  a  column,  since  the  southeast  dip  of  the 
strata  there  would  rather  oppose  than  facilitate  the  passage  of  the 
liquid  towards  the  fault,  and  would  most  probably  convey  it  to  sub- 
terranean tracts  lying  towards  the  southeast.  There  is  also  another 
feature,  to  which,  as  I  conceive,  some  influence  is  to  be  ascribed  in 
preventing  the  occurrence  of  thermals  along  this  line.  The  strata  of 
For.  XI,  jdthough  overturned  where  they  are  in  contact  with  For. 
II,  continue  in  this  position  across  but  a  narrow  belt  towards  the 
northwest,  and  by  a  rapid  curvature  below  are  soon  brought  into  a 
very  gentle  northwest  dip,  or  into  a  horizontal  attitude.  Their  up- 
turned edges  could  receive  directly  from  the  atmosphere  but  small 
supplies,  and  these,  most  probably,  in  part  at  least,  would  be  con- 
veyed away  towards  the  gradually  declining  level  on  the  north- 
west. 

Turning  now  to  the  second  ease^  of  which  we  have  an  example 
in  the  fault  adjacent  to  the  southeastern  base  of  the  Little  North 
Mountain,  we  at  once  discern  this  important  difference,  that  while 
the  direction  of  the  dip  and  inversion  is  the  same  as  in  the  preced- 
ing, the  high  grounds  of  the  Little  North  Mountain  lie  to  the  north- 
west. Hence  the  downward  drainage  between  the  strata  on  the 
flank  of  this  ridge,  conforming  to  the  southeastern  dip  of  the  rocks, 
must  be  towards  the  fault,  and  the  hydrostatic  columns  communicat- 
ing with  the  heights,  and  following  the  plane  of  dip,  will  in  many 
cases  have  sufficient  power  to  force  up  the  heated  water  to  the  sur- 
face, at  certain  points  along  or  near  this  line. 

The  numerous  class  of  thermals  whose  point  of  issue  is  exterior 
to  the  bounding  ridges  of  an  anticlinal  valley,  owe  their  origin,  as 
I  conceive,  to  the  same  general  agencies  as  have  been  above  con- 
sidered. Bearing  in  mind,  that  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  they 
flow  out  from  the  northwestern  boundary,  the  vertical  or  inverted 
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rocks  of  which  are  greatlj  shattered,  and  that  their  point  of  exit  is 
generally  below  the  level  of  the  valley,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that,  in  many  instances,  they  have  been  conveyed  away  from  be- 
neath the  surface  of  the  valley,  when,  in  a  less  fissnred  condition 
of  the  strata  towards  the  northwest,  they  would  have  been  forced 
to  rise  at  some  point  within  its  confines.  In  many  cases  too,  the 
downward  drainage  of  the  northwestern  ridge  itself  is  fully  ade- 
quate to  can*y  the  requisite  amount  of  Huid  to  the  seat  of  heating 
and  chemical  action,  and  by  hydrostatic  power,  to  raise  it  again  to 
the  surface  at  a  much  lower  level. 

In  speculating  with  regard  to  those  thermals  which  issue  at  or 
near  the  base  of  a  continuous  anticlinal  mountain,  it  is  important  to 
bear  in  mind,  that  while  cracks  and  partings  are  found  generally 
attendant  upon  flexures  of  the  strata,  these  openings  are  by  far  the 
most  numerous  and  extensive  in  that  part  of  the  curve  where  the 
change  of  direction  is  most  abrupt.  Hence  they  will  be  found  de- 
scending in  the  interior  of  the  mountain,  much  in  the  direction  of  the 
oris  plane,  and  will  lie  nearer  to  the  northwestern  than  the  south- 
eastern side.  The  meteoric  waters  supplied  through  these  channels 
will  find  an  exit  either  by  the  natural  slope  of  the  gently  dipping 
rocks  on  the  southeast  of  the  anticlinal,  or  through  the  fissures  of  the 
shattered  and  steeply  inclined  or  inverted  strata  on  the  northwest. 
Where  but  little  of  this  fissuring  occurs  on  the  northwest  side,  they 
would  meet  with  least  obstruction  by  flowing  in  the  opposite  cour^ 
and  might  therefore,  be  loi»ked  for  on  the  southeast.  Such  would 
seem  to  be  the  case  with  the  thermals  of  the  Mill  Mountain  and 
Eaysers,  (Sections  I  and  IV,)  where  the  steeply  inclined  strata  are 
comparatively  entire.  But,  as  formerly  remarked,  the  usual  posi- 
tion of  thermals  is  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  anticlinal  axes. 

It  may  here  be  added,  that  where  such  springs  present  a  tem- 
perature but  little  above  the  atmospheric  mean,  it  is  unnecessary, 
in  accounting  for  their  heat,  to  suppose  that  the  water  has  been 
conveyed  to  any  very  considerable  depth  below  the  base  of  the 
mountain,  as  the  subterranean  line  of  equal  temperature  (chthon- 
isothermal  line),  deflected  vpfoards  by  a  massive  and  steep  anti- 
clinal range,  would  come  nearer  to  the  general  surface. 

8uch  is  a  sketch  of  the  views  to  which  I  have  been  led  in  con- 
sidering the  positions  occupied  by  our  thermals,  in  connection  with 
the  probable  mechanical  agencies  by  which  their  waters  are  ac- 
cumulated and  bronght  to  the  surface.  Though  in  some  degree  hy- 
pothetical, as  must  be  all  attempts  at  explaining  the  unseen  mechan- 
ism of  nature,  they  are,  I  think,  in  harmony  with  observation,  and 
at  all  events  possess  the  merit  of  agreeing  in  general  principles  with 
doctrines  sanctioned  by  the  authority  of  such  names  as  Arago  and 
Bischoff. 

As  regards  the  evolved  gases  and  the  ehemital  ingredients  of  these 
springs,  my  opinions,  like  those  of  others  who  have  speculated  on 
tnis  subject,  are,  confessedly,  far  from  satisfactory.  While  I  am 
inclined,  in  some  respects,  to  agree  with  the  views  which  have  been 
so  ably  advocated  by  Dr.  Daubeny,  in  relation  to  the  origin  of  the 
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gases  and  other  matters  associated  with  thermal  waters,  I  am  by 
no  means  prepared  to  adopt  the  hypothesis  that  such  impregnations 
are  chiefly  due  to  the  chemical  action  of  the  metallic  bases  of  the 
alkalies  and  earths ;  much  less  can  I  accede  to  the  opinion,  that 
the  heat  of  our  thermals,  as  well  as  that  of  the  rocks  from  which 
it  is  directly  derived,  is  due  to  what  is  usually  termed  toleanie 
action. 

Deferring  my  objections  to  these  views  to  a  later  head,  I  would 
venture  to  throw  out  a  suggestion  as  regards  the  evolution  of  nitro- 
gen from  these  and  other  thermals,  which  appears  to  me  not  un- 
worthy of  consideration.  Admitting,  with  Dr.  Daubeny,  what  I 
think  extremely  probable,  that  this  gas,  as  it  appears  in  thermals,  is 
hut  &  residuum  of  the  atmospheric  air  which,  conveyed  from  the  sur- 
face to  the  source  of  heat  below,  has  there  been  partially  or  entirely 
deprived  of  its  oxygen,  I  would  inquire,  whether  the  composition  of 
the  rocky  beds  through  which  the  atmosphere  is  thus  conducted  is 
not  itself  capable  of  explaining  the  result. 

The  limestone  For.  IF,  and  the  slates  forming  a  part  of  For.  I, 
always  contain  more  or  less  protoxide  of  iron  and  carbonaceous 
matter,  even  after  long  exposure  to  the  action  of  the  weather. 
"Where  freshly  taken  from  a  new  excavation  at  some  depth,  the  lat- 
ter rocks  abound  in  the  protoxide,  and  the  limestone  exhibits  nearly 
all  its  iron  in  that  stage  of  oxidation.  It  would  therefore  seem 
probable,  that  these  and  ttie  other  strata  deposited  beneath  the  Ap- 
palachian sea,  contain,  at  great  depths,  this  oxide  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  sesquioxide.  Looking  to  the  larjre  accumulation  of  the  latter 
in  a  hydrated  state,  segregated  in  various  parts  of  these  several  for- 
mations, it  is  not  unreasonable  to  infer  an  even  greater  proportion 
of  the  protoxide  in  the  deeply  buried  strnta  than  would  correspond 
to  the  whole  quantity  of  iron  combined  in  the  rock  above.  That 
the  presence  of  diffused  organic  matter,  such  as  we  know  to  have 
been  deposited  with  the  other  materials  of  the  strata,  would  se- 
cure the  protoxide  from  further  oxidation,  while  still  in  contact 
with  the  waters  of  our  great  Appalachian  ocean,  is  a  result  in 
harmony  with  what  we  witnass  in  our  present  seas,  and  with  the 
known  chemical  relations  of  the  substances  concerned.  Conceding, 
then,  the  existence  of  the  protoxide  in  due  proportion  to  these  older 
formations,  and  imagining  the  air  to  obtain  access  to  these  strata 
at  a  depth  at  which  the  temperature  is  sufficiently  Inch  to  cause  a 
rapid  absorption  of  the  oxygen  by  the  protoxide,  we  should  have  a 
large  amount  of  the  residuary  nitrogen  evolved.  The  cai-bonaceous 
matter  ♦  also  would  help  to  rob  the  air  of  oxygen  and  aid  in  the  pro- 
duction of  the  carbonic  acid,  by  which  the  nitrogen  is  uniformly 
accompanied,  although  it  is  to  the  calcination  of  calcareous  rocks 

*  C^uickly  volatilized  and  combined  with  oxy^n,  its  power  to  BireAt  the 
oxidation  of  the  protoxide,  or  to  reduce  the  ^peroxide  when  rormed,  would  not.  I 
conceive,  be  called  into  play.  But  even  if  it  were,  the  difficulty  would  not  oe 
so  ^reat  a»  where  potassium  and  sodium  are  resided  as  among  the  cliief  oxi- 
dizing agents.  For  in  this  latter  caRC,  what  becomes  of  any  carbonic  acid 
which,  evolved  at  the  focus  of  activity,  is  brought  in  contact  with  these  metals  I 


that,  in  common  with  others,  I  would  refer  most  of  the  carbonic  acid 
which  our  thermal  waters  contain. 

The  conjectures  thas  thrown  ont,  though,  as  I  think,  not  entirelj 
useless,  are  offered  with  that  distrust  which  must  always  attach  to 
speculations  that  cannot  be  brought  to  the  touchstone  of  actual  ob- 
servation, and  more  especially,  too,  from  the  fact,  that  they  do  not 
appear  to  have  suggested  themselves  with  any  force  to  the  able 
philosophers  who  have  investigated  this  suMect.  That  I  maj  not 
be  misconceived,  I  here  beg  to  remark,  that  I  have  no  disposition  to 
deny  the  hypothesis  of  the  metallic  bases,  as  applied  to  volcanoes,  or 
even  to  some  thermal  springs.  On  the  other  hand,  I  would  adopt  it, 
as  a  part  of  the  general  theory  of  the  causes  concerned  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  early  crust  of  the  globe  from  a  molten,  and  chiefly 
metallic  mass.  But,  in  this  later  stage  in  the  history  of  our  earth,  I 
would  venture  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  resorting  to  it  in  explaining 
the  phenomena  of  thermal  waters  in  general,  and  more  particularly 
of  those  to  which  my  own  observations  have  been  directed ;  and  I 
would  give  a  hearty  welcome  to  any  theory  which,  dispensing  with 
the  necessity  of  penetrating  to  such  enormous  depths  m  search  of 
the  unoxidated  metals,  would  explain  the  chemical  characters  of  these 
waters  by  the  known  properties  of  the  roeks,  in  connection  with  a 
generally  diffused  internal  heat. 

In  considering  the  bearing  of  the  preceding  details  respecting 
the  thermals  of  Virginia  upon  the  doctrine  of  a  general  subterranean 
heat,  as  compared  with  that  of  local  foci  of  volcanic  action,  there  is 
one  fact  in  the  geology  of  our  Appalachian  region,  particularly  de- 
serving of  attention.  I  mean,  the  almost  entire  absence^  af>er  its  vast 
surface^  of  igneous  or  volcanic  rocks.  These  occur  at  only  four  or 
five  points,  without  any  observable  relation  to  axes,  and  away  from 
the  neighborhood  of  any  known  thermals,  and  are  in  such  small 
amount  as  together  not  to  cover  an  area  of  more  than  ten  acres. 
Add  to  the  preceding  this  further  fact,  that  our  thermals  are  not 
confined  to  particular  lines  or  axes,  but  are  scattered  at  remote  points 
over  the  whole  region^  and  it  will  at  once  appear,  with  how  much 
more  reason  they  may  be  referred  to  a  pervasive  subterranean^ 
heat,  than  to  points  or  lines  of  volcanic  action.  To  apply  the  latter 
explanation,  we  must  ^ve  to  these  local  foci  a  diffusion  beneath  the 
surface,  which  would,  m  fact,  amount  to  abandoning  the  doctrine  of 
merely  loctd  heating  action,  and  admitting  that  of  a  general  internal 
heat ;  while,  in  adopting  this  latter,  we  see  in  the  peculiar  positions  of 
our  thermals  in  reference  to  axes,  simply  those  mechanical  condi- 
tions which  favor  the  access  of  air  and  water  to  the  deep-seated^ 
and  therefore  hot  strata  in  the  interior^  and  their  expulsion  at  the 
surface. 

Adopting  the  language  used  by  the  eminently  philosophic  Phil- 
lips, when  referring  to  arguments  urged  in  favor  of  the  hypothesis 
of  local  volcanic  action,  as  the  cause  of  thermal  springs  in  general, 
I  would  say,  "  These  arguments,  when  taken  in  connection,  appear  to 
us  to  prove,  that  the  heat  of  the  springs  is  derived  from  the  depths 
of  the  channels  in  which  they  flow  below  the  surface,"  and  "  it  seems 
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nnnecessarj  to  appeal  to  local  volcanic  excitement  for  an  effect 
which  spreads,  both  in  time  and  area,  far  beyond  the  traces  of  purely 
Yoloanio  phenomena.''  Such  being  the  inferences  of  one  of  the 
ablest  of  geologists,  from  a  comparison  of  the  chemical  and  geologi- 
cal relations  of  the  thermals  of  the  old  world,  with  what  augmented 
force  may  they  not  be  reiterated,  after  the  preceding  developement 
of  these  relations  in  a  region  which,  like  oar  Appalachian  chain,  is 
almost  destitute  of  even  a  trace  of  proper  volcanic  action! 


THE  PHYSICAL  STRUCTURE 


appalaohia:^^  chain". 


On  the   Physical    Stbucjtube   of    the   Appalachian 
Chain,   as   exemplifying  the    Laws  which  have 
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Having,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  State  Geological  Surveys  of 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  arrived  at  certain  general 
facts  in  the  structure  of  the  Appalachian  chain,  involving  some  new 
considerations  in  Geological  Dynamics,  we  propose,  in  the  present 
memoir,  to  offer  a  description  and  theory  of  the  phenomena.  As 
similar  structural  features  would  appear,  upon  comparison,  to  pre- 
vail in  many  of  the  disturbed  regions  of  other  countries,  and  among 
strata  of  all  geological  dates,  an  exposition  of  their  laws  cannot  be 
uninteresting  at  this  time,  when  every  question  connected  with  the 
elevation  of  the  earth*s  crust,  is  receiving  so  generally  the  attention 
of  geologists. 

To  render  our  details  intelligible  in  the  absence  of  a  geological 
map,  we  must  first  enter  upon  a  brief  geographical  description  of 
the  extensive  zone  of  country  where  these  structural  conditions 
exist.  Such  a  preliminary  sketch  is  the  more  essential,  since  in  no 
region  yet  described,  does  the  topography  or  physical  relief  of  the 
surface,  afford  as  accurate  an  index  to  the  positions  and  relations  of 
the  strata,  and  to  the  movements  by  which  they  have  been  uplifted. 

The  Appalachian  chain  rises  in  the  form  of  a  broad  belt  of 
mountain  ridges  east  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  in  the  northern  part  of 
New  England,  and  taking  a  southwesterly  course,  terminates  in 
Alabama.  Its  total  length  is  about  one  thousand  three  hundred 
miles,  and  its  greatest  breadth  about  one  hundred,  if  we  exclude 
from  this  description  the  high  insulated  tracts  of  the  White  Moun- 
tains in  New  Hampshire,  and  that  west  of  Lake  Ohamplain,  in  New 
York.  From  the  northern  border  of  Vermont,  the  main  chain 
gradually  expands  in  width  to  the  region  of  the  Juniata  and  Poto- 
mac rivers,  beyond  which,  in  its  progress  to  the  southwest,  it  slowly 
and  steadily  contracts  to  its  termination.  While  the  great  chains 
of  many  countries- contain  a  principal  central  mountain  axis,  to 
which  all  the  minor  ranges  more  or  less  conform,  this  system  con- 
26 
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sists  of  a  broad  zone  of  almost  innatQerable  parallel  ridges  of  nearly 
equal  average  height.  These  seldom  reach  an  elevation  of  four 
thousand  feet  above  the  sea;  nor,  if  we  except  the  great  eastern 
range,  the  Blue  Kidge,  do  they  often  rise  more  than  two  thousand 
feet  from  the  level  of  the  adjoining  valleys,  the  more  usual  height 
being  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand  five  hundred  feet.  The 
general  plain,  supporting  this  broad  mountain  belt,  gradually  de- 
clines in  level  from  the  head  waters  of  the  Ilolston  and  Clinch  rivers, 
in  Virginia,  towards  both  extremities. 

The  characteristic  features  of  the  Appalachian  ridges,  are  their 
great  length,  narrowness,  and  steepness ;  the  evenness  of  their  sum- 
mits, and  their  remarkable  parallelism.  Many  of  them  are  almost 
perfectly  straight  for  a  distance  of  more  than  fifty  miles ;  and  this 
feature,  combined  with  their  steep  slopes,  and  sharp,  level  summits, 
gives  them  the  appearance,  seen  in  perspective,  of  so  many  colossal 
entrenchments.  8ome  groups  of  them  are  curved,  but  the  outlines 
of  all  are  marked  by  soft  transitions,  and  an  astonishing  degree  of 
regularity.  It  is  rather  the  number  and  great  length  of  the  ridges, 
and  the  magnitude  of  the  belt  which  they  constitute,  than  their 
individual  grandeur  or  height,  that  places  this  chain  among  the 
great  mountain  systems  of  the  globe.  From  the  latitude  of  the  Mo- 
hawk river  in  New  York,  to  the  northern  boundary  of  Alabama, 
the  chain  in  general  consists  of  four  parallel  belts,  the  separate  fea- 
tures of  which  it  is  convenient  we  should  define. 

1.  The  first  or  southeastern  subdivision  is  tlie  relatively  narrow, 
undulating  mountain  range,  which  in  Vermont,  is  called  the  Green 
mountains,  in  New  York  the  Highlands,  in  Pennsylvania  the  South 
Mountain,  in  Virginia  the  Blue  Bidge,  and  in  North  Carolina  nnd 
Tennessee  the  Smoky  or  Unaka  mountains.  This  is  rather  a  zone 
of  closely  united  ridges,  than  one  great  mountain  axis,  though  the 
latter  is  somewhat  its  character  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
Tennessee,  in  which  States  it  has  its  greatest  breadth  and  elevation. 
The  average  width  of  this  belt  may  be  stated  at  about  fifteen  miles, 
and  its  height,  which  is  more  variable  than  that  of  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  general  chain,  undulates  between  about  one  thousand 
and  fivQ  thousand  feet  above  the  sea. 

The  rocks  of  this  tract  consist  for  the  most  part  of  the  older 
metaraorphic  strata,  including  gneiss,  and  micaceous,  chloritic, 
talcose,  and  argillaceous  schists,  together  with  masses  referable  to 
the  earliest  Appalachian  formations,  sometimes  in  a  highly  altered 
condition.  Throughout  nearly  the  whole  distance,  from  Tennes- 
see to  the  Susquehanna,  these  latter  rocks  occupy  the  northwest- 
ern slope  of  the  main  ridge,  and  form  ttie  ranges  of  hills,  sometimes 
of  great  height,  flanking  it  on  the  northwest ;  while  in  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey,  Massachusetts,  and  Vermont,  besides  presenting  them- 
selves in  this  position,  they  form  narrow  belts  and  ridges  among  the 
older  metamorphic  strata  towards  the  southeast. 

Innumerable  dykes  and  veins  of  all  dimensions,  and  consisting 
of  a  vast  variety  of  igneous  materials,  penetrate  tiiis  belt,  dbturb- 
ing  and  altering  its  strata  in  a  remarkable  degree. 
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2.  Immediately  to  the  northwest  of  this  monntain  range  is  a 
broad  valley,  which  constitutes  by  itself  a  well-defined  belt  through- 
out the  entire  length  of  the  chain,  displaying  a  remarkable  constancy 
in  its  structure  and  physical  features.  This,  which  we  shall  call  the 
Great  Appalachian  Valley^  ranges  from  Vermont  to  Alabama,  under 
various  local  names,  being  known  in  New  York  as  the  Valley  of 
Lake  Champlain  and  the  Hudson  river,  in  Pennsylvania  as  the  K.it- 
tatinny  or  Cumberland  Valley,  and  further  south  successively,  as 
the  Great  Valley  of  Virginia  and  the  Valley  of  East  Tennessee.  Irs 
average  breadth  throughout,  is  about  fifteen  miles,  forming  an  un- 
broken and  nearly  level  plain,  except  in  Virginia  and  eastern  Ten- 
nessee, where  several  long  insulated  ridges  rising  in  it,  separate  it 
for  a  greater  or  less  distance  into  two  or  more  narrow  parallel  val- 
leys. The  stratification  everywhere  in  this  great  belt  is  exceedingly 
disturbed,  the  rocks  consisting  principally  of  the  three  lower  Appa- 
lachian formations,  being,  only  in  a  very  few  instancen,  invaded, 
however,  by  igneous  dykes. 

8.  Beyond  the  Oreat  Appalachian  Valley  on  the  northwest,  is 
a  wide  belt  of  long,  narrow,  parallel  ridges,  and  included  valleys, 
spreading  northwestward  to  the  foot  of  the  great  platean  of  the 
Allegheny  and  Cumberland  mountains.  This,  which  we  propose  to 
call  the  Middle  Mountain-belt^  has  a  breadth  varying  from  thirty  to 
sixty  miles,  its  greatest  expansion  being  in  the  curving  region  of  the 
Juniata  in  Pennsylvania.  It  embraces  all  the  Appalachian  forma- 
tions to  the  coal  inclusive. 

4.  The  fourth  or  most  northwestern  of  the  belts  into  which  we 
have  divided  the  Appalacham  chain,  commences  with  the  sontlieast- 
ern  escarpment  of  the  great  table -land  of  the  Catskill,  Allegheny, 
and  Cumberland  mountains,  and  spreads  northwestward  with  a  gen- 
tle declivity,  as  far  as  the  limits  of  the  last  feeble  axes  of  elevation. 
The  average  breadth  of  this  belt,  measured  from  the  southeastern  es- 
carpment of  the  plateau,  to  the  plain  which  bounds  it  on  the  north- 
west, may  be  stated  at  about  thirty-five  miles.  This  portion  of  the 
chain  embraces  all  the  u])per  Appalachian  formations,  including  the 
whole  of  the  carboniferous  group. 

Following  the  course  of  this  great  monntain  belt  from  Canada 
to  Alabama,  it  will  be  seen  to  consist  of  a  series  of  nine  straight  and 
curved  portions  in  alternate  succession,  distinguished  from  one 
another  by  important  topographical  features,  as  well  as  by  pecul- 
iarities of  geological  structure,  and  forming  nine  distinct  divisions. 

1.  Of  these  the  first  or  Hudson  Hirer  Dinision^  extends  from 
Canada  to  New  Jersey,  following  the  general  course  of  the  Hudson 
as  far  as  the  Highlands  in  New  York,  and  comprising  not  only  a  large 
area  in  the  eastern  and  northern  parts  of  tliat  State,  but  a  considera- 
ble tract  in  western  Vermont  and  Massachusetts.  Along  the  great 
valley,  from  the  northern  part  of  Vermont  to  the  passage  of  the 
Hudson  through  the  Highlands,  the  strike  of  the  rocks,  and  the  di- 
rection of  the  axes,  is  about  north  fifteen  degrees  east,  and  south 
fifteen  degrees  west. 

2.  From  where  the  Hudson  crosses  the  Highlands,  to  the  Lehigh 
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river  in  Pennsylvania,  the  whole  chain  hends  grndually  westward, 
taking  a  long  regular  sweep  concave  to  the  northwest.  This  por- 
tion of  the  chain  we  propose  to  call  the  Delaware  Division. 

8.  The  next  is  a  nearly  straight  part  of  the  chain,  extending 
from  the  Lehigh  river  to  Camherland  county,  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
may  very  properly  be  named  the  Susquehanna  Division.  Through- 
out  this  tract  the  strike  is  from  east-northeast  to  west-southwest. 

4.  To  the  southwest  of  the  foregoing  is  the  highly  interesting 
curving  portion  of  the  chain,  which  we  shall  call  the  Juniata  Di- 
vision. This  diversified  region  extends  from  about  twenty  miles 
west  of  the  Susquehanna,  to  nearly  the  same  distance  north  of  the 
State  line  of  Maryland,  and  is  characterized  by  a  regular  and  very 
decided  curvature,  convex  towards  the  northwest.  The  formations, 
in  ranging  between  ttie  above  limits,  change  their  strike  from  south 
seventy  degrees  west,  to  south  thirty  degrees  west,  undergoing  thus 
a  deviation  in  their  course  of  forty  degrees. 

5.  The  next  division  is  one  of  straight  or  nearly  straight  axes.  It 
extends  from  the  southern  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  southern 
side  of  Augusta,  Pendleton,  and  Randolph  counties,  in  Virginia,  with 
a  strike  of  the  rocks  about  north  thirty  east,  or  south  thirty  west. 
This  we  call  the  Potomac  Division. 

6.  The  portion  of  the  chain  next  succeeding  has  a  decided  sutecp^ 
ooncave  towards  the  northwest.  It  extends  from  the  southern  limit 
of  the  previous  one  to  the  New  river,  and  being  extensively  watered 
by  the  tributaries  of  the  James  river,  may  be  designated  as  the  Jamas 
River  Division.  The  belt  here  referred  to  differs  from  the  three  last, 
in  possessing  a  less  symmetrical  topography,  and  a  less  regular  strike 
in  its  strata.  Its  axes  are  also  shorter  and  less  perfectly  parallel, 
and  the  whole  tract  is  considerably  narrower,  the  width,  from  the 
Blue  Ridge  northwestward,  across  which  the  undulations  of  the  strata 
extend,  not  exceeding  sixty  miles. 

7.  The  division  next  in  order,  which  is  one  of  straight  axes,  com- 
mences northeast  of  the  New  river,  in  Virginia,  and  extends  nearly 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Holston,  in  Tennessee.  Being  watered  for  a 
great  distance  longitudinally,  by  the  latter  stream,  it  may  be  appro- 
priately named  the  Holston  Division.  Both  in  the  style  of  the  topog- 
raphy, and  the  phenomena  connected  with  the  dipping  of  the  strata, 
this  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  parts  of  the  chain.  The  direction 
of  its  axes  and  faults  is  about  north  sixty-seven  east,  and  south  sixty- 
seven  west.  Its  length  exceeds  two  hundred  miles,  but  its  breadth 
is  somewhat  inferior  to  that  of  any  of  the  previous  divisions,  not 
amounting  to  more  than  fillyfive  miles  from  the  Blue  Ridge  to  the 
most  northwestern  axis. 

8.  At  the  southern  termination  of  the  belt  above  described,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Ilolston,  commences  the  next  division  of  the  chain. 
This  has  a  curving  outline,  concave  towards  the  northwest,  the  di- 
rection of  the  axes  and  the  strike  of  all  the  strata,  gradually  clianging 
from  sooth  sixty-seven  west,  to  south  thirty-five  west,  making  a  de- 
flection of  thirty-two  degrees.  Traversing  the  central  parts  of  east- 
ern Tennessee,  and  including  in  it  the  well  known  town  of  Knoxville, 
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it  may  be  entitled  the  Knortille  Division,  In  this,  as  in  the  division 
last  mentioned,  the  whole  disturbed  space  is  comparatively  narrow. 
9.  The  last  or  ninth  division  of  the  chain  extends  from  the  south- 
em  termination  of  tlie  Knoxville  section,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Clinch 
river,  to  the  neighborhood  of  Tuscaloosa,  in  the  centre  of  Alabama. 
This  we  propose  to  call  the  Aldbamu  Division.  Unlike  the  district 
just  preceding,  it  exhibits  almost  perfect  straightness  in  its  axes; 
the  strike,  which  is  about  south  thirty-five  west,  continuing  un- 
changed until  the  strata  disappear  beneath  the  horizontal  formations 
of  the  cretaceous  and  tertiary  systems  of  middle  Alabama. 

Pbedominancb  of  Sotitheabtern  Dips. 

While  the  general  direction  of  the  Appalachian  chain  is  north- 
east and  southwest,  there  is  a  remarkable  predominance  of  south- 
eastern dips  througliout  its  entire  length  from  Canada  to  Alabama. 
This  is  particularly  the  case  along  the  southeastern  or  most  disturbed 
Bide  of  the  belt,  where  it  is  strikingly  exhibited  in  the  great  valley, 
and  in  the  extensive  mountain  ridges  that  bound  it  on  the  southeast. 
But  as  we  proceed  towards  the  northwest,  or  from  the  region  of 
greatest  distarbance,  the  opposite,  or  northwest  dips,  which  previ- 
ously were  of  rare  occurrence,  and  always  very  steep,  become  pro- 
gressively more  numerous^  and,  as  a  general  rule,  more  gentle. 

Of  the  prevalence  of  this  interesting  general  law  througliout  all 
the  part  of  the  chain  extending  from  western  Massachusetts  into 
eastern  Tennessee,  we  have  convinced  ourselves  by  a  personal  ex- 
amination of  the  entire  tract,  during  the  last  six  years,  and  have 
partially  announced  it  in  various  passages  of  our  Reports  on  the 
Greology  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia.  We  learn  from 
Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  and  other  sources,  that  the  prevailing  south- 
eastern dip  extends  to  western  Vermont,  and  the  valley  of  Lake 
Cbamplain. 

Upon  the  correct  interpretation  of  this  singular  feature  depends, 
we  conceive,  the  clear  elucidation  of  whatever  relates  to  the  dynam- 
ical actions  which  the  region  has  experienced,  to  the  stratagraphical 
arrangement  of  the  rocks,  and  as  immediately  connected  with  this, 
to  the  distribution  of  their  organic  remains.  The  object  of  the  pres- 
ent paper  is,  to  exhibit  those  general  laws  of  structure,  of  which  the 
feature  in  question  is  but  a  simple  and  immediate  consequence,  and 
to  develope  what  we  have  for  several  years  past  regarded  as  the  true 
theory  of  the  flexure  and  elevation  of  the  Appalachian  rocks. 

IIlSTORT   OF  THE  PREVIOUS  ExPLAXATTONB   OF  THE  GENERAL  SOUTH- 
EASTERLY Dip  in  the  Great  Appalachian  Valley. 

The  first  published  attempt  at  explaining  the  seeming  anomaly 
of  a  general  southeasterly  dip  across  the  great  valley,  was  made  by 
Prof.  Hitchcock,  in  the  first  edition  of  his  Report  of  the  Geology  of 
Massachusetts,  in  1833.  This  explanation,  which  was  confin^  to 
the  phenomena  of  western  MasBachasetts,  supposes  a  series  of  un- 
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Prof.  Hitchcock  does  not  suggest  the  idea  of  either  an  inversion  or 
a  folding  of  the  rocks. 

At  an  early  period  in  the  geological  surveys  of  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Virginia,  we  were  struck  with  the  great  prevalence  of 
the  southeasterly  dip  of  the  strata  throughout  the  portions  of  the 
Appalachian  chain  traversing  those  states,  and  recognized  its  de- 
pendence on  the  oblique  or  inverted  folding  of  the  strata.  This  will 
appear  from  the  descriptions  we  have  given  of  the  phenomena,  in 
our  Annual  Reports  for  1837  to  1839.  The  important  general  law 
of  a  greater  steepness  of  the  dip  on  the  northwestern  than  the  south- 
eastern sides  of  the  anticlinal  axes,  became  known  to  ns  at  the 
same  stage  of  our  inquiries,  and  was  first  announced  in  the  Final 
Report  on  the  Geology  of  New  Jersey,  written  in  1889,  and  pub- 
Mshed  early  in  the  spring  of  1840. 

Our  solution  of  this  question  of  the  southeasterly  dips,  which  we 
have  long  supposed  to  constitute  the  only  key  to  the  structure  of 
our  great  mountain  chain,  was  communicated  in  conversation  to 
Professors  Hitchcock  and  Emmons,  at  the  first  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Association  of  American  Geologists,  in  the  spring  of  1840. 

The  next  notice  in  the  order  of  time  of  this  structure  is,  that 
given  by  Prof.  Hitchcock  in  his  Elementary  Geology,  published  in 
August,  1840.  In  this  work.  Prof.  H.  refers  to  our  published  ob- 
servations respecting  the  extensive  inversion  of  the  strata  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  Virginia,  and  proposes  to  explain  the  prevailing  south- 
easterly dip  in  western  Massachusetts,  and  the  Hudson  river  dis- 
trict, by  the  hypothesis  of  a  simple  but  vast  inversion  of  all  the  rocks 
extending  entirely  across  the  region  in  question.  This  explanation, 
accompanied  by  a  short  section  through  the  Hoosic  and  Taconio 
mountains,  is  given  as  an  instance  of  inversion^  and  not  of  the  fold- 
ing of  strata,  the  latter  subject  being  discussed  separately  on  an- 
other page. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  on  the  first 
of  January  1841,  one  of  us  communicated  the  results  of  some  obser- 
vations upon  the  geological  structure  of  Berkshire,  Mass.,  and  the 
neighboring  parts  of  New  York,  which  we  had  made  during  the 
month  of  August  previous,  and  gave  an  outline  orally  of  our  theory, 
explanatory  of  the  phenomena.  After  adverting  to  the  statements 
of  previous  writers,  that  all  the  strata  between  the  Hoosic  mountain 
and  the  Hudson  river,  lie  in  an  inverted  order,  drawings  were  ex- 
hibited, proving  the  existence  of  numerous  closely-folded  anticlinal 
and  synclinal  axes;  and  the  inference  was  drawn,  that  the  inverted 
dip  of  the  rocks  is  the  result  of  a  folding  of  the  beds  at  short  inter- 
vals, and  not  of  one  general  turning  over  of  the  whole  series,  as  sug- 
gested by  Prof.  Hitclicock.  Subterranean  igneous  action  was  re- 
ferred to  as  having  caused  this  compression  and  folding  of  the  rocks, 
and  its  energy  was  shown  to  have  been  greatest  along  the  Berkshire 
valley,  and  the  ridges  lying  to  the  east.  To  the  same  agency  was 
attributed  the  crystalline  condition  of  the  Berkshire  marble,  and  of 
6be  associated  schists  and  semi-vitrified  quartz  rock,  the  first  being 
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re^i^arded  as  merely  tbe  blue  limestone  of  the  Hadson  valley,  exten- 
sively altered,  and  tbe  last  a  highly  altered  form  of  the  white  sand- 
stone at  the  base  of  the  Appalachian  formations.'*' 

In  the  following  April,  Prof.  Hitchcock,  in  his  very  able  address 
to  the  Geological  Association,  speaking  of  the  remarkable  apparent 
inversion  of  the  dip,  along  the  western  side  of  New  England,  and 
through  the  Appalachian  chain,  no  longer  ascribes  the  phenomena 
simply  to  a  toss  over  of  the  strata,  but  to  a  succession  of  folded 
axes,  causing  a  high  or  more  frequently  an  inverted  dip  on  the  west- 
ern side.  In  another  part  he  states,  that  although  he  does  *^  not 
fully  adopt,  he  cannot  but  look  with  a  favorable  bias  upon  this  solu- 
tion of  the  problem.^'  In  explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
strata  acquired  this  folded  structure,  he  supposes  that  while  yet  in  a 
plastic  state,  and  but  slightly  elevated,  they  were  acted  upon  by  a 
force  exerted  in  opposite  directions,  from  near  the  Hudson  and  Con- 
necticut rivers;  and  observes,  that  this  force,  "  if  powerful  enough, 
might  cause  them  to  be  folded  up  into  several  ridges,  and  if  more 
powerful  along  the  western  than  the  eastern  side,  they  might  fall 
over  so  as  to  take  an  inverted  dip  without  producing  any  remark- 
able dislocation." 

In  the  second  edition  of  his  Elementary  Geology,  published  in 
August,  1841,  Prof.  Hitchcock,  in  discussing  the  phenomena,  refers 
again  to  the  theory  of  two  forces  acting  in  opposite  directions  at  the 
two  extremities  of  the  strata,  and  suggests  in  addition  the  elevating 
action  of  gaseous,  or  melted  matter  beneath,  omitting,  however,  to 
account  for  the  general  southeasterly  direction  of  the  dip. 

As  the  priority  of  our  views  in  respect  to  the  fact  of  an  inverted 
and  folded  structure  throughout  the  chain  from  Virginia  to  western 
Massachusetts,  is,  we  think,  clearly  established,  by  our  several  publi- 
cations above  cited,  we  can  only  ascribe  the  omission  on  the  part  of 
our  esteemed  friend  Prof.  Hitchcock,  distinctly  to  recognize  it,  to  the 
insulated  manner  in  which  our  descriptions  and  general  views  have 
appeared  in  our  Annual  Reports  and  other  occasional  publications. 

Or  THE  Flexubes  of  the  Stbata,  and  the  Law  of  thbie  Gba- 

DATION,    FBOM   SOUTHEAST  TO   NOBTHWEST. 

.  The  above  described  phenomena  of  the  dips  in  the  Appalachian 
range  may,  we  think,  be  readily  accounted  for  by  the  peculiar  char- 
acter of  the  flexures  of  the  strata.  These  flexures,  unlike  the  sym- 
metrical curvature  usually  assigned  to  anticlinal  and  synclinal  axes, 
present,  in  almost  every  instance,  a  steeper  or  more  rapid  arching 
on  the  northwest  than  southeai^t  side  of  every  convex  bend ;  and  as 
a  direct  consequence,  a  steeper  incurvation  on  the  southeast  than 
the  northwest  side  of  every  concave  turn ;  so  that,  when  viewed 
together,  a  series  of  these  flexures  has  the  form  of  an  obliquely  un- 
dulated line,  in  which  the  apex  of  each  upper  curve  lies  in  advance 
of  the  centre  of  tbe  arch.  On  the  southeastern  side  of  the  chain, 
where  tbe  curvature  is  most  sudden,  and  the  flexures  are  most  closely 

•  See  Proceedings  of  American  PhiloBophical  Society  for  Jan.  184L 
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crowded,  they  present  a  snccession  of  alternately  convex  and  con- 
cave folds,  in  each  of  which  the  lines  of  greatest  dip  on  the  opposite 
sides  of  the  axes,  approach  to  parallelism,  and  have  a  nearly  nnifonn 
inclination  of  from  forty-five  to  sixty  degrees  towards  the  southeast. 
This  may  he  expressed,  in  other  words,  as  a  doubling  ujider  or  inter- 
Stan  ot  the  northwestern  half  of  each  anticlinal  flexure.  Crossing 
the  mountain  chain  from  any  point  towards  the  northwest,  the  fonn 
of  the  flexures  changes,  the  close  inclined  plication  of  the  rocks  pro- 
ducing their  uniformly  southeastern  dip  gradually  lessens,  the  folds 
open  out,  and  the  northwestern  side  of  each  convex  flexure,  instead 
of  being  abruptly  doubled  under  and  inverted^  becomes  either  ver- 
tical or  dips  steeply  to  the  northwest.  Advancing  still  further  in 
the  same  direction  into  the  region  occupied  by  the  higher  forma- 
tions of  the  Appalachian  series,  the  arches  and  troughs  grow  suc- 
cessively rounder  and  gentler,  and  the  dips  on  the  opposite  sides  of 
each  anticlinal  axis  gradually  diminish  and  approach  more  and 
more  to  equality,  until,  in  the  great  coal-field  west  of  the  Allegheny 
mountain,  they  finally  flatten  down  to  an  almost  absolute  horizon- 
tality  of  the  strata,  at  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  from  the  chain  of  the  Blue  Ridge  or  South  mountain. 

These  general  features  in  the  physical  structure  of  the  Appala- 
chian region,  will  be  best  understood  by  consulting  the  Ideal  section^ 
Plate  No.  Ill,  intended  to  embrace  the  prevailing  character  of  the 
diflFerent  portions  of  the  chain  from  the  Blue  ridge  to  the  western 
coal-field.  Along  with  this  diagram,  which  embodies  the  general 
results  of  our  observations,  will  be  found  several  actual  sections^ 
comprising  the  principal  details  of  structure  and  topography  ob- 
served in  diff*erent  parts  of  the  chain,  from  New  Jersey  to  eastern 
Tennessee.  These  cross  the  belt  at  nearly  equal  intervals,  and  have 
been  selected  from  a  number,  all  of  which  equally  exhibit  the 
general  conditions  of  structure  above  described. 

To  assist  in  conveying  clear  conceptions  of  the  diversified  and 
sometimes  complicated  modes  of  structure,  occasioned  by  the  flex- 
ures and  foldings  of  the  strata,  we  deem  it  important  to  introduce 
here  two  or  tliree  new  descriptive  terms,  which  seem  called  for  by 
the  necessity  of  possessing  a  phraseology  adapted  to  the  relation- 
ships of  the  strata  about  to  be  detailed.  Using  the  terms  anticlinal 
and  synclinal  in  their  commonly  accepted  sense,  we  propose  to  apply 
the  phrases  anticlinal  or  synclinal  mountain  or  range  to  designate 
ridges  formed  respectively  by  a  convex  and  concave  flexure  of  the 
strata.  Every  flexure,  of  such  degree  as  to  fall  short  of  producing 
an  inversion  of  the  rocks  on  the  northwestern  side  of  the  antidinal, 
and  the  southeastern  side  of  the  synclinal  bends,  we  shall  call  a  nor^ 
malfl^jpure;  and  the  dips  corresponding  to  such  flexures,  as  exhib- 
ited in  transverse  sections,  we  shall  denominate  normal  dips.  While 
the  phrases,  anticlinal  dip^  and  synclinal  dip  sufiiciently  express  the 
directions  of  the  beds,  due  to  the  concave  and  convex  flexures,  we 
propose  the  term  monoclinal^  to  signify  a  sameness  in  the  direction 
of  the  dip,  and  shall  term  a  mountain  or  a  valley,  in  which  such 
sameness  prevails  a  manoclinal  mountain,  or  monoclinal  valley.    As 
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briefly  expressive  of  the  whole  concave  and  convex  flexure,  we 
propose  to  use  the  terms  arch  and  trough. 

Conceiving  a  plaue  to  be  extended  through  the  apex  or  most  in- 
curved part  of  each  of  the  concentric  flex  ares  in  an  anticlinal  or 
synclinal  bend,  so  as  to  occupy  a  medial  position  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  curve,  we  propose  to  call  this  plane  the  ascvhplane, 
"Where  the  flexure  is  perfectly  symmetrical  on  both  sides  of  the 
plane,  and  the  dip  on  the  one  side,  therefore  equal  to  that  on  the 
other,  it  is  evident,  that  the  axis  plane  will  have  a  vertical  position. 
In  the  Appalachian  region,  however,  and,  as  we  believe,  in  nearly 
all  other  disturbed  chains,  where  the  phenomena  of  flexure  are  ex- 
hibited on  a  scale  of  much  extent,  these  planes  are  inclined  to  the 
perpendicular  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  according  to  the  energy  of 
the  inflecting  force.  In  the  region  before  us,  the  dip  of  the  imagi- 
nary plane  is  almost  invariably  to  the  southeast,  the  amount  of  the 
deviation  from  the  vertical  altitude  diminishing  progressively,  as  we 
cross  the  chain  towards  the  northwest.  A  corresponding  law  of 
the  axis-planes  will,  we  believe,  be  found  to  obtain,  in  all  extensive 
groups  of  axes,  the  general  expression  of  their  relation  being,  that 
the  dip  of  the  axis-planes  is  always  towards  the  region  of  maximum 
disturbance.  From  the  position  thus  possessed,  hj  the  axis-plane, 
it  will  readily  appear,  that  its  intersection  with  a  horizontal  line 
connecting  the  southeast  and  northwest  branches  of  an  anticlinal 
flexure,  will  lie  nearer  to  the  northwestern  branch,  and  that  the  re- 
verse will  be  the  case  in  a  synclinal  bend.  For  these  relations,  see 
Diagrams,  Plate  No.  III. 

Charaoteb  of  the  Flexures  in  each  of  the  Nine  Divisions  of 
THE  Appalachian  Chain. 

While  the  flexures  of  the  strata  of  the  Appalachian  chain  every- 
where conform  to  the  general  type  above  described,  they  display  in 
each  of  its  great  subdivisions,  some  one  or  more  prevailing  char- 
acters, marking,  as  we  think,  the  degree  of  energy,  and  the  direc- 
tions of  the  disturbing  forces.  Of  these,  as  exhibited  in  the  several 
divisions  formerly  specified,  the  following  is  a  brief  account. 

1.  Hudson  River  Division,  In  this  belt,  the  flexures  are  for  the 
most  part,  of  the  closely  folded  type,  and  the  dip  is  almost  invari- 
ably towards  the  southeast,  the  compressed  and  oblique  plication  of 
the  beds  extending  equally  to  the  hypogene,  or  primary  rocks,  of  the 
mountains  bounding  the  valley  on  the  east,  and  to  the  lower  forma- 
tions of  the  Appalachian  system,  which  occupy  the  valley  itself. 
Northwestward  of  the  valley,  this  folded  condition  of  the  rocks 
gives  place,  as  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Catskill  mountain,  to  flexures  of 
the  normal  form,  which,  as  we  advance,  become  comparatively  ob- 
tuse. 

2.  Delaware  Division.  In  this  curving  district,  the  formations 
of  the  valley,  though  still  often  inverted,  are  not  always  so,  th«  flex- 
ures being  less  abrupt,  and  sometimes  of  the  steep  normal  type. 
Thus,  in  New  Jersey,  in  the  tract  chiefly  occupied  by  the  lower  Ap- 
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palachian  limestone,  tiie  tronghs  become  somewhat  open,  and  admit 
long,  narrow,  synclinal  belts  of  the  next  superior  division,  the  great 
slate  mass  of  the  Hudson  river.  As  we  cross  this  division  north- 
westward, beyond  the  valley,  the  flexures  soon  grow  very  gentle, 
and  as  a  consequence,  the  same  rocks  spread  themselves  out  over 
very  wide  tracts,  imparting  to  botli  the  geology  and  topography  a 
comparatively  monotonous  character.  In  ail  these  conditions  of 
flexure  in  this  division,  we  detect  the  proofs  of  a  less  energetic  up- 
lifting and  bending  force,  when  compared  with  that  which  operated 
on  the  contiguous  straight  belts,  situated  to  the  north  and  south, 
where  the  close  and  oblique  plications  fill  the  valley,  and  where  the 
steep  normal  flexures  range  further  across  the  chain. 

8.  Susquehanna  jDhision,  Uere  the  obliquely  folded  flexure  is 
the  prevalent  one  throughout  the  great  valley,  giving  a  general 
southeasterly  direction  to  the  dip.  This  inversion  extends  even  to 
some  distance  northwest  of  the  valley,  so  as  to  reach  the  first  an- 
thracite basin,  in  the  middle  or  widest  portion  of  which  a  southerly 
dip  very  generally  prevails.  The  flexures  or  axes  of  this  division 
occupy  a  very  broad  belt  of  country,  extending  from  Lancastor 
county,  across  to  the  northern  line  of  Pennsylvania,  a  space  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles. 

4.  Juniata  Division,  In  this  region,  the  strata  are  generally  in- 
verted, throughout  the  whole  breadth  of  the  South  Mountain  and  the 
great  valley.  The  principal  anticlinal  flexures  of  the  Middle  Moun- 
tain-belt are  remarkable  for  their  great  height  and  steepness,  and 
for  the  frequency  with  which  they  bring  almost  the  lowest  of  the 
Appalachian  formations  to  the  surface.  These  features,  with  the 
unusual  breadth  of  the  belt,  across  which  the  disturbances  of  the 
strata  extend,  would  seem  to  show,  that  the  forces  producing  the 
axes  of  this  region  were  of  unusual  energy. 

5.  Potomac  Division,  This  belt  Ls  remarkable  for  the  straight- 
ness  of  its  principal  axes,  and  for  the  beautiful  manner  in  which  it 
exhibits  the  general  laws  of  gradation  in  the  flexures.  Upon  its 
southeastern  border  in  the  Blue  ridge  and  great  valley  adjoining, 
there  exists  a  general  tendency  to  an  oblique  folding  or  inversion  of 
the  strata,  though  this  condition  is  less  predominant  than  in  the  two 
before-mentioned  straight  portions  of  the  chain,  namely,  the  Susque- 
hanna and  Hudson  divisions.  In  other  words,  the  rocks  are  less 
completely  folded,  many  perpendicular  and  some  northwestern  dips 
occurring,  to  form  the  northwest  side  of  the  arches,  and  as  we  ad- 
vance beyond  the  valley,  the  normal  curvatures  become  the  prevail- 
ing one?.  In  accordance  with  this  general  condition  of  things,  the 
great  valley  contains  a  long  central  belt  of  the  middle  Appalachian 
formation.  ^  included  in  a  deep  trough,  a  feature  that  could  not  exist, 
if  the  synclinal  foldings  were  as  compressed  as  in  the  other  more  in- 
verted districts.  This  less  closely  folded  state  of  the  rocks  appears 
to  extend  entirely  across  the  whole  undulated  belt,  the  breadth  of 
which,  from  the  Blue  ridge  to  tlie  valley  of  the  Monongahela,  is 
about  one  hundred  and  ten  miles.  Such  a  feature  seems  to  imply 
a  less  energetic  disturbing  force  in  this  belt  than  in  the  district  of 
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curving  axes  a4Joii)ing  it  on  the  north,  where  the  rocks  in  the  val- 
ley are  much  invei-ted ;  and  this  inference  is  supported  hy  the  fact 
of  tlie  verj  rare  appearance,  at  the  surface,  of  those  lower  rocks, 
the  older  Appalachian  limestone,  for  example,  which  occupy  anticli- 
nul  trac^  in  the  curving  helt,  and  form  a  conspicuous  feature  of  it. 

6.  James  Riter  Division,  This  district,  sharing  with  the  rest  all 
their  essential  structural  features,  and  displaying,  as  formerly  men- 
tioned, especially  in  its  valley  portion,  much  irregularity  in  the 
strike  of  its  strata,  and  the  direction  of  its  generally  short  axes,  is 
remarkahle  for  a  confused  blending  of  the  various  kinds  of  flexure, 
even  within  a  narrow  breadth,  ana  for  the  passa^^e,  more  frequently 
than  in  the  previous  division,  of  the  folded  and  inverted  flexures 
into  faults.  The  great  valley  is  here  occupied,  in  part,  by  the  ex- 
tensive synclinal  range  of  the  Short  Hill,  and  the  wide,  irregular 
trough,  including  the  Catawba  and  Fort  Lewis  mountains,  as  well 
as  by  other  minor  ridges  of  the  superior  rocks,  and  is  marked  by 
the  occurrence  of  a  long  line  of  fault,  accompanied  by  inversion, 
along  the  southeast  side  of  the  Fort  Lewis  mountain,  and  by  the 
prolongation,  in  a  variety  of  curious  phases,  of  the  great  fault  which 
extends  along  the  southeastern  base  of  the  Little  North  or  Brushy 
mountain,  hereafter  to  be  more  particularly  noticed. 

7.  Holston  Division,  In  this  region,  the  folded  structure,  at- 
taining its  maximum  limits,  assumes  the  new  condition,  (evinced, 
in  a  few  cases,  in  the  preceding  district,)  wherein  the  inverted 
flexures  become  a  series  of  dislocations,  surpassing,  for  their  length, 
Btraightness,  and  parallelism,  any  other  group  of  faults  recorded. 
By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  strata  dip  in  one  direction,  or  to  the 
south-southeast,  the  downthrow  at  the  faults  being  invariably  on 
their  northwest  side.  In  crossing  this  region  to  the  north-north- 
west, after  passing  for  some  distance  to  older  and  older  formations 
as  we  approach  a  line  of  elevation,  instead  of  meeting  with  their 
counterparts,  in  an  anticlinal  arrangement,  we  step  at  once  from 
some  of  the  oldest  of  the  Appalachian  formations,  to  beds  as  recent 
as  the  European  carboniferous  limestone,  and  thus  behold  in  near 
contact,  on  opposite  sides  of  the  closed  gulf,  strata,  which  origi- 
nally occupied  positions  in  the  vertical  column,  eight  thousand  feet 
apart.  This  abrupt  transition  may  be  noticed,  many  times  in  suc- 
cession, in  the  first  thirty  miles,  going  northwestward  from  the 
base  of  the  Blue  ridge. 

8.  KnoxvilU  Division,  As  in  the  instance  of  the  district  last  de- 
scribed, the  whole  disturbed  space  is  comparatively  narrow.  Here, 
too,  in  consequence  of  the  numerous  inverted  flexures  and  parallel 
lines  of  dislocation,  the  strata  are  extensively  inverted,  naving, 
therefore,  very  generally,  a  dip  to  the  southeast,  and  displaying  the 
normal  form  of  flexure  but  rarely,  until  we  reach  the  northwestern 
Bide  of  the  district.  Of  this  universal  prevalence  of  southeasterly 
dip,  mention  is  made  by  Prof.  Troost,  in  his  *  Annual  Reports  on 
the  Geological  Survey  of  Tennessee,  for  the  years  1839  and  1840,' 
and  we  can  confirm  his  statements  by  our  own  observations  made 
in  the  northern  parts  of  the  district.    An  interesting  feature  in  this 
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belt  is  the  analogy  which  it  displays  to  the  other  convex  or  Jnniata 
division,  in  the  regular  or  uninterrupted  curving  of  the  axes  and 
lines  of  strike ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  decided  contrast,  in  this 
respect,  which  they  both  present  to  the  two  concave  belts,  where 
the  axes  are  shorter  and  less  parallel. 

9.  Alabama  Division.  This  disturbed  tract,  progressively  di- 
minishing in  breadth,  from  its  commencement  in  Tennessee  to  its 
termination  in  Alabama,  displays  the  usual  inversion  of  the  lower 
rocks,  and  the  other  signs  of  the  presence  of  obliaue  flexures,  and 
of  that  species  of  dislocation,  which  results  from  tnem,  and  would 
seem,  from  the  best  information  we  can  collect,  to  preserve  these 
features  of  structure  without  abatement  to  its  extreme  southwest- 
ern end,  where  it  is  finally  overspread  by  the  newer  secondary 
and  tertiary  strata. 

Thus,  every  section  of  the  Appalachian  chain,  whatever  its  di- 
rection or  curvature,  offers  the  same  remarkable  and  beautiful  fea- 
tures and  gradations  in  its  axes,  implying  that  the  cause  of  these  phe- 
nomena was  some  grand  and  simple  energy,  coextensive  with  the 
whole  margin  of  the  Appalachian  sea,  from  Canada  to  Alabama. 

EZEMPUFIOATION   OF  THE  SeVKRAL  MoDBB  OF   StSUOTTJBB. 

1st.  Normal  Flexures,  Having  presented  a  general  outline  of 
the  different  divisions  of  the  chain,  we  shall  next  enter  into  a 
description  of  the  several  varieties  of  structure,  which  distinguish 
the  different  parts  of  it  Flexures  of  the  normal  character,  constitute^ 
as  we  have  seen,  the  predominant  curvatures  of  the  strata,  through- 
out almost  the  entire  length  of  this  mountain  zone,  the  obliquely 
folded,  or  inverted  axes,  being  principally  limited  to  a  belt  of  variable 
width,  along  the  southeastern  side.  Of  the  numerous  parallel  anti- 
clinal and  synclinal  ranges,  which  strikingly  exhibit  this  normal 
configuration,  we  shall  cite  a  few  examples  from  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia,  and  refer  to  the  engraved  Sections  accompanying  this  paper, 
for  details  of  the  dip  in  each  respective  portion  of  the  chain.  In  the 
Knobly  mountain,  the  most  westerly  of  the  great  anticlinal  flexures, 
situated  to  the  southeast  of  the  coal  region,  the  normal  ch^acter  is 
maintained  with  great  uniformity,  throughout  a  distance  of  upwards 
of  fifty  miles.  It  commences  with  the  first  appearance  of  the  axis,  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Cumberland,  and  continues,  as  the  mountain 
augments  in  breadth  and  height,  in  its  extension  to  the  southwest. 
Still  further  in  that  direction,  beyond  the  intersection  of  the  axis  with 
the  North  Fork  of  the  Potomac  river,  in  Pendleton  county,  Virginia, 
the  dips  on  the  northwestern  side  of  the  arch  become  either  perpen- 
dicular, or  slightly  inverted  ;  and  this  attitude  they  retain  for  a  further 
distance  of  about  forty  miles.  Traced  from  its  first  appearance,  a 
little  southeast  of  Cumberland,  to  its  termination  in  the  anticlinal 
valley  of  Crab  Bottom,  this  axis  offers  a  beautiful  illustration  of  the 
prevailing  regular  gradation  in  the  amount  of  inflection  which  the 
strata  have  undergone,  in  different  portions  of  the  line,  as  dependent 
on  the  varying  intensity  of  the  elevating  and  bending  force.    At  first, 
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the  lowest  rocks,  which  the  axis  exposes,  are  the  red  and  calcareous 
shales  (For.  V,)  or  Clinton  group.  Here  the  flexure,  though  more 
ahrupt  on  the  northwest  than  on  the  opposite  side,  does  not  exceed 
a  moderately  steep  normal  curvature.  Further  to  the  southwest, 
where  the  next  inferior  formation  (For.  IV,  Shawungunk  grit) 
emerges  to  the  surface,  and  expands,  as  we  advance,  giving  an  impos- 
ing breadth  and  elevation  to  the  ndge,  we  find  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  arch  so  increased  in  steepness,  that  its  dips  are  nearly 
vertical.  The  axis,  becoming  still  more  developed  as  we  proceed, 
the  next  inferior  formation  (For.  Ill,  Hudson  slates)  now  makes  its 
appearance,  and  rapidly  expands  into  an  anticlinal  valley,  which  sepa- 
rates the  broad  and  lofty  mountain  range  into  two  distinct  ridges. 
The  strata  of  the  northwestern  of  these  crests  have  a  vertical,  and 
even,  sometimes,  an  inverted  dip.  Still  further,  in  the  same  line, 
a  yet  lower  formation  rises,  the  great  lower  Appalachian  limestone 
(For.  II),  and  occupies  a  large  portion  of  the  breadth  of  this  anticlinal 
valley.  The  dip  of  the  rocks  in  the  northwestern  ridge  now  be- 
comes, as  might  be  anticipated,  very  frequently  inverted.  Passing 
this  culminating  portion  of  the  axis,  its  farther  prolongation  to  the 
southwest  is  marked  by  the  foregoing  phenomena,  in  a  converse 
order,  until  finally,  near  the  head- waters  of  Back  Creek,  tihe  divided 
strata  of  the  higher  groups  once  more  unite,  to  form  a  gentle  normal 
^exure,  in  the  inconspicuous  ridge  at  the  southwestern  termination 
of  the  axis. 

In  the  Bull  Pasture  mountain,  which  traverses  Pendleton  and  a 
portion  of  Bath  counties,  in  a  line  southeast  of  the  range  above  de- 
scribed, we  have  an  example  of  the  retention  of  the  normal  struc- 
ture throughout  the  entire  lengtl)  of  the  axis,  embracing  a  distance 
of  more  than  fifty  miles.  Here,  also,  we  witness  the  gradual  steep- 
ening of  the  fiexure,  as  lower  and  lower  groups  are  elevated  to  the 
surface,  although  the  whole  amount  of  the  elevatory  movement, 
having,  in  this  case,  been  less  than  in  that  of  the  Knobly  axis,  it 
has  nowhere  produced  an  actual  inversion  of  the  dip. 

The  interesting  relation  here  disclosed  between  the  steepness  of 
the  flexure  and  the  amount  of  actual  rise  of  the  rocks,  at  diflPerent 
points  in  the  axis,  extends  to  all  the  shorter  as  well  as  the  most  pro- 
longed of  these  lines,  and  applies  to  every  part  of  the  Appalachian 
chain,  constituting  a  law  of  structure,  connected  intimately  with  the 
theory  of  the  nature  of  the  folding  movement. 

Besides  the  above  cases,  we  may  cite,  for  Pennsylvania,  the  great 
axis  of  Wills's  Creek  mountain,  that  of  the  Black  Log  anticlinal  val- 
ley, and  the  still  more  prolonged  one  of  the  Kishicoquillas  valley, 
and  Jack's  mountain,  in  all  three  of  which  the  normal  type  is  pre- 
served, while  the  relation  between  the  degree  of  developement  of 
the  axis  and  the  steepness  of  the  northwestern  dips,  as  already 
announced,  is  uniformly  displayed. 

2nd.  Inverted  Flex^ires,  As  indicated  in  the  general  or  ideal 
Section  of  the  chain,  the  flexures,  accompanied  by  an  inversion  of 
the  strata  on  the  northwestern  side,  are  of  most  frequent  occur- 
rence along  the  southeastern  border  of  the  Appalachian  chain.    In 
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some  districts,  however,  these  foldings  extend,  for  a  considerable 
distance  across  towards  the  middle  of  the  belt,  a  fact  well  exempli- 
fied in  the  general  soutiieasterly  dip  of  the  Pottsville  coal-field. 
The  passage  from  the  normal  to  the  closely  folded  inverted  curva- 
ture, as  tlie  developement  of  the  axis  increases,  is  a  phenomenon  well 
observed  in  a  number  of  the  principal  anticlinal  ranges  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Virginia,  among  which  may  be  instanced  the  Bald  Eagle 
axis,  in  the  former  state,  and  the  Jackson^s  mountain  and  the  Wolf 
creeic  axes,  in  the  latter. 

The  Bald  Eagle  axis,  oommencing  some  miles  south  of  Hollidays- 
burg,  and  ranging  west  of  the  centre  of  Sinking  and  Nittany  valleys, 
and  through  tlie  middle  of  Nippenose  valley,  terminates  south  of 
the  Allegheny  mountain,  a  number  of  miles  northeast  of  Pennsboro\ 
It  thus  embraces,  in  its  long  and  gentle  sweep,  a  distance  of  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles.  For  many  miles  of  its  length,  at 
each  extremity,  where  it  lifts  only  the  middle  Appalachian  rocks,  it 
displays  simply  a  gentle  normal  flexure ;  but  nearer  the  middle  of 
the  line,  where  it  elevates  lower  and  lower  formations,  and  finally 
brings  to  the  surface  the  great  Appalachian  limestone,  the  arch 
gradually  steepens,  until  it  embraces  a  vertical,  and  occasionally  an 
inverted  dip,  along  the  Bald  Eagle  mountain,  from  the  Little  Juniata 
to  Bellefonte. 

The  Jackson ^s  mountain  axis  commences  near  the  northwestern 
fiank  of  the  Fork  mountain,  in  Pendleton  county,  Virginia,  and  con- 
tinues in  a  nearly  straight  direction  in  Jackson^s  mountain,  and  the 
anticlinal  valley  of  the  Warm  and  Hot  Springs,  as  far  as  Jackson^s 
river  in  the  neighborhood  of  Covington.  This  comprises  a  length 
of  about  seventy  miles.  Traced  from  its  northeastern  extremity  to 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  first  exposure  of  the  lower  Appalachian 
limestone,  the  mountain  continues  single,  and  displays  a  normal,  but 
regularly  increasing  arch,  with  a  steepening  northwest  dip.  But 
further  towards  the  southwest,  from  the  commencement  of  the  anti- 
clinal valley,  in  which  the  limestone  rises,  to  the  lower  end  of  the 
Falling  Spring  vidley,  the  mountain  divides  itself  into  two  ridges, 
that  on  the  northwest  exhibiting  both  perpendicular  and  inverted 
dips.  Beyond  the  Falling  Spring,  the  valley  rapidly  closes  up  again 
by  the  subsidence  of  the  axis,  and  at  Jackson^s  river  nothing  re- 
mains of  this  remarkable  range  but  a  low  ridge,  composed  of  the 
higher  rocks,  arching  over  in  a  moderately  obtuse  normal  flexure. 

The  Wolf  creek  axis,  in  Virginia,  rises  near  the  head  of  Stony 
creek,  a  little  southeast  of  Peters's  mountain,  and  ranges  along  the 
southeast  side  of  Peters's  and  the  northwest  side  of  Wolf  creek 
mountain,  and  Rich  mountain,  for  a  distance  of  between  seventy 
and  eighty  miles.  Throughout  nearly  the  whole  of  its  length,  this 
axis  lies  in  the  lower  Appalachian  limestone,  in  which  there  is  an 
inversion  of  the  dip  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  axis  plane,  that 
sometimes  passes  into  a  fault.  This  inversion  is  strikingly  displayed 
along  the  southeastern  base  and  slope  of  the  synclinal  mountain 
called  Buck-horn  ridge,  adjoining  the  axis  on  the  northwest,  where 
the  strata  of  this  side  of  the  mountain  are  folded  over  so  as  to  lie 


615 

in  almost  parallel  postare  with  the  correspondingf  rocks  on  the  op« 
posite  or  northwestern  side  of  the  trough. 

8rd,  Flexures  broken  or  pausing  into  faults.  A  feature  of  fre- 
quent occurrence  in  certain  portions  of  the  Appalachian  belt,  is  the 
passage  of  an  inverted  or  folded  flexure  into  a  fault.  These  diblo- 
cations,  preserving  the  general  direction  of  the  anticlinal  axes,  out 
of  which  they  grow,  are  usually  prolonged  to  a  great  distance,  hav- 
ing, in  some  instances, — ^for  example,  in  soathwestem  Virginia, — a 
length  of  about  one  hundred  miles.  These  lines  of  fault  occur  in 
all  cases  along  the  northwestern  side  of  the  anticlinal,  or  the  south- 
eastern side  of  the  synclinal  axis  and  never  in  the  opposite  situa- 
tion. This  curious  and  instructive  fact  is  best  seen  by  tracing,  longi- 
tudinally, some  of  the  principal  anticlinal  axes  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia.  From  a  rapidly  steepening  northwestern  dip,  the  north- 
western branch  of  the  arch  passes  through  the  vertical  position, 
into  an  inverted  or  southeastern  dip;  and  at  this  stage  of  the  fold- 
ing, the  fault  generally  commences.  It  begins  with  the  disappear- 
ance of  one  of  the  groups  of  softer  strata,  lying  immediately  to  the 
northwest  of  the  more  massive  beds,  which  form  the  northwestern 
summit  of  the  anticlinal  belt.  The  dislocation  increases  as  we  fol- 
low it  longitudinally,  group  after  group  of  these  overlying  rocks 
disappearing  from  the  surface,  until,  in  many  of  the  more  prolonged 
faults,  the  lower  limestone  is  brought,  for  a  great  distance,  with  a 
moderate  southeasterly  dip,  directly  upon  the  carboniferous  forma- 
tions. In  these  stupendous  fractures,  of  which  several  instances 
occur  in  southwestern  Virginia,  the  carboniferous  limestone  being 
brought  into  close  proximity  to  the  great  lower  Appalachian  lime- 
stone, a  portion  of  which,  even,  is  occnsioiially  buried,  the  thickness 
of  the  strata  ingulfed  cannot  be  less  than  seven  thousand  or  eight 
thousand  feet. 

The  position  of  the  strata  along  some  of  these  extraordinary  dis- 
locations may  be  seen  in  the  Sections  CD.  E.  (Plate  No.  V)  ac- 
companying this  paper.  Sections  D.  and  E.  represent  (at  a)  the 
conditions?  prevailing  in  the  prolonged  fault  on  the  northwest  side 
of  the  axis  of  the  Sweet  Springs  Valley.  This  axis  in  its  normal 
state,  brings  up  the  great  lower  Appalachian  limestone,  flanked  on 
the  northwest  by  the  overlying  slate  and  sandstone,  which,  together 
with  the  northwestern  half  of  the  limestone,  have  a  steep  northwest- 
em  dip.  More  towards  the  southwest  this  dip  augments;  the  strata 
on  the  northwest  side  of  the  axis  soon  become  vertical,  and  thence 
quickly  pass  into  the  inverted  ]»osition.  At  this  point,  the  fault  begins, 
being  marked,  at  first  by  the  disappearance  of  a  portion  of  the  slates 
(For.  Ill)  and  variegated  shales  (For.  V),  adjoining  the  thick-bedded 
sandstone  (For.  IV),  which  forms  the  framework  of  the  ridge,  that 
bounds  the  anticlinal  valley  on  the  northwest.  It  presents,  as  it  ex- 
tends southwestward,  a  continually  augmenting  hiatus  in  the  geo- 
logical series,  ingulfing  in  succession  nearly  all  the  strata  between  the 
limestone  of  the  axis,  and  the  carboniferous  limestone,  and  exhibit- 
ing an  inversion  of  the  latter,  for  some  distance  across  to  the  north- 
west of  the  line  of  fault.    The  inversion  of  the  strata  near  the  dislo- 
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cation  on  its  northwest  side,  givine^  them  a  southeasterly  dip,  be- 
comes less  as  we  recede  from  the  faalt.  By  a  gradual  transition  the 
dips  become  perpendicular,  then  steeply  inclined  to  the  northwest, 
and  eventually,  at  no  great  distance,  very  gently  so ;  after  which  a 
few  broad  and  feeble  undulations  succeed,  as  we  pass  into  the  coal 
region.  Tracing  this  line  of  fault,  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  for  a 
distance  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  miles,  we  encounter,  at  various 
points,  portions  of  the  ingulfed  strata,  which  occasionally  reappear 
to  form  isolated  knobs  or  short  ridges,  inclosed  between  the  two 
great  limestone  formations  (For.  II  and  For.  XI),  the  crushed  edges 
of  which,  however,  are  usually  not  thus  separated.  The  detached 
masses,  so  curiously  wedged  into  the  chasm  of  the  fault,  consist  of 
small  remnants  of  the  thick  slate  group,  which  underlies,  at  some 
interval  the  carboniferous  limestone,  and  of  the  hard  white  sand- 
stone (For.  IV,  Sliawungunk  grit),  which  constitutes,  as  it  were,  the 
bony  skeleton  of  our  principal  Appalachian  ridges. 

Sections  0,  D,  and  £,  show  (at  c)  the  conditions  usually  prevail- 
ing in  a  very  remarkable  line  of  fault,  which  extends,  with  but  few 
interruptions,  along  the  western  margin  of  the  Great  Valley  of  Vir- 
ginia, throughout  the  chief  part  of  its  length.  The  ridge,  which 
bounds  this  valley  on  the  northwest,  and  which,  as  we  pursue  it 
Bouthwestward,  assumes  successively  the  names  of  Little  North 
mountain,  North  mountain,  and  Brushy  ridge,  marks  the  position  of 
this  extraordinary  dislocation.  With  the  exception  of  several  inter- 
vening spaces,  some  distance  south  of  the  James  river,  in  which  the 
normal,  or  northwestern  dip  of  the  rocks  in  this  ridge,  is  in  the  main 
retained,  its  strata  assume  an  inverted  attitude,  the  great  lower 
Appalachian  limestone  of  the  valley,  lying  on  the  slates  of  the  next 
superior  group,  and  these,  in  turn,  resting  with  a  southeast  dip  on 
the  white  sandstone,  while  the  adjoining  formations  of  a  still  higher 
position  in  the  series,  are  either  partially  or  entirely  swallowed  in 
the  fissure.  The  sandstone  itself,  which,  throughout  a  part  of  the 
State,  gives  prominence  to  the  ridge,  and  the  slates  intervening  be- 
tween it  and  the  limestone,  are  both  more  or  less  ingulfed,  and  in 
some  parts  of  the  line,  the  whole  mass  of  the  mountain  has  disap- 
peared;  so  that  the  observer  may  cross,  by  a  single  stride  from  the 
very  ancient  limestone  of  the  valley,  to  beds  but  little  lower  in  the 
series  than  the  carboniferous  limestone.  Still  further  along  the  line, 
the  formations  thus  lost  are  seen  partially  rising  again  into  view, 
the  white  sandstone  (For.  IV)  first  showing  itself  in  insulated  knobs 
or  patches,  and  afterwards  in  a  continuous,  low,  and  irregular  ridge, 
in  which  some  of  the  other  missing  groups  also  reappear.  Between 
a  point  a  few  miles  south  of  the  intersection  of  the  James  river  with 
this  ridge,  and  the  neighborhood  of  Abingdon,  near  the  Tennessee 
line,  this  fault  assumes  a  more  uniform,  though,  perhaps,  a  still  more 
extraordinary  character.  At  the  passage  of  the  river,  the  massive 
range  of  the  North  mountain  presents  no  other  indications  of  this 
line  of  fault  than  a  partial  inversion  of  the  thick  beds  of  sandstone, 
of  which  it  principally  consists,  and  an  entire  overthrow  and  partial 
burial  of  the  slates  which  flank  it  on  the  southeast.    But  a  few 
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miles  further  towards  tlie  southwest,  the  whole  of  this  enormous 
mountain  mass  sinks  from  view,  excepting  an  isolated  knob  here  or 
there, of  the  harder  rocks,  which,  for  a  short  distance  serve  to  mark  the 
irregular  progress  of  the  fault.  At  length  the  dislocation  attains 
what  may  he  called  its  maximum  intensity ;  the  slate,  and  not  un- 
frequently,  the  limestone  of  the  valley,  resting  in  an  inverted  atti- 
tude, with  a  gentle  southeast  dip,  directly  upon  the  southeasterly 
dipping  grits  and  shales  of  the  formation  next  beneath  the  carbonif- 
erous limestone,  here  constituting  the  southeastern  slope  of  the 
Brushy  mountain.  The  seam  of  semi-bituminous  coal,  generally 
embraced  between  these  strata,  is,  in  virtue  of  the  dislocation,  made 
to  assume  the  anomalous  condition  of  passing  under  the  valley  lime- 
stone at  a  distance  of  only  a  few  hundred  feet,  dipping  in  the  same 
dii-ection  with  that  rock. 

Preserving  these  features,  with  but  little  variation,  throughout 
its  whole  course  to  the  southwest,  this  extraordinary  fault  extends,  in 
an  almost  perfectly  straight  line,  along  the  southeastern  slope  of  the 
Brushy  mountain,  from  near  the  head  of  the  Catawba  creek,  to  the 
vicinity  of  Smyth  court-house,  a  distance  of  more  than  eighty 
miles.  At  no  point,  in  this  line,  are  the  rocks  which  originally 
formed  the  counterpart  to  the  strata  of  the  Brushy  mountain,  and 
which  are,  in  fact,  represented  by  those  of  the  Little  North  moun- 
tain, in  the  northern  part  of  the  line,  even  partially  restored  to  the 
surface ;  so  that  this  stupendous  dislocation  is  to  be  viewed  as  hav- 
ing actually  swallowed  up  the  rocks  of  the  southeastern  half  of  a 
large  synclinal  basin,  of  which  the  Brushy  mountain  remains  as  the 
other  half. 

4th,  Of  the  distribution  of  the  axes  in  groups.  Wherever,  in  the 
Appalachian  chain,  we  become  minutely  familiar  with  the  undula- 
tions of  the  strata,  we  find  it  impossible  to  resist  the  conclusion  that 
the  axes  arrange  themselves  in  natural  groups,  the  individual  flex- 
ures showing  a  close  agreement  in  their  length,  mutual  distance, 
straightness,  or  curvature,  and  in  the  extent  and  style  of  the  arch- 
ing. In  those  districts  which  are  crowded  with  normal  axes,  such 
as  the  Susquehanna  and  Juniata  divisions,  many  such  groups  attract 
our  notice.  Each  of  these  assenjblages  of  axes  being  generally  dis- 
tinguished by  some  special  character,  we  are  inclined  to  regard  the 
comparison  and  analysis  of  their  several  features  as  of  tlie  very 
highest  importance,  in  those  investigations  of  geological  dynamics 
into  which  the  whole  subject  of  flexures  must  evidently  lead  us. 
The  limits  of  the  present  memoir  preclude  a  detailed  description  of 
each  group  of  axes,  contained  even  in  the  States  of  Virginia,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  New  Jersey,  where  we  have  principally  explored 
them,  and  altogether  forbid  any  attempt  to  apply  our  theory  of 
flexures  to  an  explanation  of  the  local  features,  distinctive  of  each 
group.  We  shall,  therefore,  content  ourselves  with  describing  two 
or  three  of  these  collections  of  axes,  more  for  the  purpose  of  prov- 
ing our  present  general  statement,  that  the  axes  do  thus  assort 
themselves,  than  with  a  view  to  discuss  the  secondary  causes  con- 
nected with  their  peculiarities. 
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The  great  divisions,  into  which  the  entire  chain  catarally  divides 
itself,  are  alone  abundantly  significant  of  this  essential  tendency  of 
the  axes  to  form  groups.  Fur,  upon  a  general  view  of  the  whole 
chain,  each  of  the  nine  extensive  belts,  into  which  we  have  divided 
it,  becomes  one  comprehensive  group,  in  which  all  the  axes  display 
certain  common  characteristics  of  straightness  or  curvature,  as  the 
case  mav  be.  Lest,  however,  it  should  be  supposed  that  this  group- 
ing of  the  flexures  is  only  to  be  recognized  when  we  embrace  very 
extensive  subdivisions  of  the  chain,  we  shall  refer  to  smaller  tracts, 
and  show,  that  axes  of  all  dimensions  thus  as^ciate  themselves. 
An  excellent  instance  of  a  group  is  to  be  seen  in  a  district  composed 
of  the  northern  half  of  Mifflin,  and  the  southeastern  half  of  Centre 
counties,  in  Pennsylvania.  The  axes  which  belong  to  the  general 
convex  system  of  the  Juniata  accord  remarkably,  in  ail  their  essen- 
tial features.  They  are  either  of  the  normal  type,  with  steep  north- 
western dips,  or  they  have  the  northwestern  part  of  the  arch 
slightly  inverted.  They  are  almost  exactly  parallel,  curving  a  little 
in  obedience  to  the  general  sweep  of  the  chain,  while  they  are  sin- 
gularly equidistant  from  each  other.  As  each  flexure  possesses 
nearly  the  same  transverse  form  and  dimensions,  they  bestow  a 
strikingly  regular  and  symmetrical  topography  on  the  whole  region, 
the  groat  lower  Appalachian  limestone  and  slate  groups  rising  to 
the  surface  in  a  series  of  long  and  parallel  anticlinal  valleys,  while 
the  overlying  sandstones  compose  so  many  intervening,  steep, 
straight,  and  regular  synclinal  ridges. 

Another  well  characterized  belt  of  flexures  fills  the  Lewistown 
valley  in  Pennsylvania;  applying  this  name  to  the  whole  of  the 
long,  natural  valley,  which  extends  from  the  Susquehanna  to  the 
Juniata,  southeast  of  Jack's  mountain.  In  a  breadth  of  about  six 
miles,  there  are  here  usually  from  five  to  six  long,  parallel,  and 
gently  curving  anticlinal  axes,  all  of  them  of  the  normal  form,  re- 
sembling each  other  very  nearly  in  the  steepness  of  the  dips,  or 
average  degree  of  flexure.  The  lowest  rocks,  which  they  lift  to 
the  surface,  are  the  variegated  shales,  (For.  V,  Clinton  group,)  and 
the  highest,  which  their  intermediate  troughs  have  retained,  are 
the  sandstone  (For.  VII,)  and  the  overlying  slates  of  For.  YIII. 

A  third  very  natural  group  of  flexures  is  to  be  noticed  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  middle  anthracite  coaJ-field  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  axes  in  question  separate  that  region  into  an  assemblage  of 
small,  parallel  coal  basins,  of  which  the  Beaver  Meadow  basin  is 
one.  Like  the  previous  groups,  these  axes  are  characterized  by  their 
remarkable  parallelism,  their  similarity  in  length,  their  exact  equi- 
distance, ana  their  gentle  gradation,  approaching  to  equality  in  the 
degree  of  the  flexure.*  They  all  of  them  bring  to  the  surface  the 
conglomerate  which  next  underlies  the  coal,  and  the  troughs,  which 
they  form,  contain  about  the  same  moderate  depth  of  coal  measures, 

*  The  authors,  m  a  marginal  note,  have  changed  this  sentence  so  as  to  read : 
**  Like  the  previoas  groupe,  these  axes  are  cbancterized  by  their  remarkable 
parallelism,  their  similarity  in  length,  their  ffradually  iner^oiing  diaUmcet^ 
and  their  gentle  gradation  m  degree  of  the  flexure."— !Eo. 
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growing  shallower,  however,  to  the  northwest.  This  collection  of 
axes,  unlike  the  two  groups  before  described,  belongs  to  a  straight 
system. 

If  it  were  desirable,  we  miglit  extend  the  enumeration  of  the 
groups  of  axes  to  every  part  of  the  Appalachian  chain,  but  abun- 
dant evidence  has  been  furnished,  to  show  that  our  anticlinal  axes 
are  not  irregularly  distributed,  but  maintain  relations  with  each 
other,  which  require  that  they  should  be  classified  and  studied  col- 
lectively. Their  generic  resemblances  examined,  they  will  be  found 
to  exhibit  general  laws  and  analogies,  that  cannot  fail  to  lead  to 
some  highly  curious  results  concerning  the  forces,  which  from  time 
to  time  have  thus  undulated  the  earth's  qrust.  That  this  curious 
and  most  instructive  department  of  geological  dynamics  has  es- 
caped, until  lately,  the  attention  of  the  best  investigators,  we  can 
only  attribute  to  the  fact,  that  in  Europe,  no  belt  of  axes,  equal 
in  extent  to  the  Appalachian  system,  has  come  within  the  notice  of 
geologists.  Before  a  philosophical  theory  of  flexures  can  be  framed, 
large  opportunities  must  be  had  for  classifying  their  phenomena, 
and  tracing  their  laws  of  gradation. 

It  is  a  curious  and  important  fact  connected  with  this  group  of 
axes,  that  in  certain  cases,  chiefly,  we  believe,  in  wide  and  deep 
troughs,  the  included  smaller  axes  or  wrinkles,  though  parallel  to 
each  other,  are  not  parallel  to  the  general  synclinal  axis  of  the  basin, 
in  which  they  occur.  This  feature  is  obvious  in  all  the  deep  anthra- 
cite coal-basins  of  Pennsylvania,  especially  near  their  tei*minations. 
These  lesser,  subordinate  axes,  generally  have  a  strike  parallel  to 
that  of  one  of  the  great  flexures  bounding  the  basin ;  but,  on  account 
of  the  convergence  of  the  sides  of  the  trough,  they  are  necessarily 
more  or  less  oblique  to  the  opposite  margin.  They  are,  therefore, 
so  many  long,  parallel  warpings  of  the  strata,  conforming  to  one 
boundary,  but  abutting  acutely  against  the  other.  Sometimes,  in- 
deed, they  cross  the  basin  very  gradually,  or  pass  almost  longitudi- 
nally, from  one  side  to  the  opposite,  and  die  out,  as  wrinkles  on  the 
slopes  which  bound  the  basin.  That  they  have  originated  in  an 
inequality  in  the  energy  of  the  linear  forces  concerned  in  bending 
and  elevating  the  rocks  along  the  principal  flexures,  and  arise  there- 
fore, from  an  actual  warping  of  the  strata,  seems  ^together  proba- 
ble. If  so,  they  are  secondary  consequences  of  those  more  general 
and  extended  movements,  which  give  existence  to  the  grander  flex- 
ures, in  whose  folds  they  lie.  To  describe  all  the  phenomena  relat- 
ing to  these  minor  assemblages  of  axes,  the  full  investigation  of 
which,  as  it  concerns  the  mining  operations  of  our  coal-fields,  is, 
perhaps,  the  most  useful  practical  inquiry  that  the  geologist  can  un- 
dertake, would  demand  a  body  of  minute  details,  only  to  be  eluci- 
dated by  a  general  map  of  the  flexures,  not  yet  ready  for  publication. 

5th,  Parallel Um  of  the  axes  in  each  group.  The  parallelism  of 
the  several  axes  or  lines  of  flexure,  which  compose  a  group,  either 
extensive  or  limited,  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  relations.  Tlie 
descriptions  already  furnished  show,  that  it  prevails  in  every  portion 
of  the  chain,  whether  straight  or  curved,  and  extends  even  to  the 
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members  of  the  smallest  groups.  A  strilciDg  exhibition  of  this  mn- 
tuol  parallelism  may  be  noticed  among  the  inverted  and  normal  flex- 
ures in  the  great  vallej,  in  that  part  of  the  chain  which  we  have 
called  the  Potomac  division.  Some  of  the  larger  axes  are  there 
prolonged,  side  by  side,  for  nearly  one  hundred  miles.  The  same 
tact  may  be  equally  well  seen  in  the  great  curving  axes  of  the  Juniata 
division,  and  amongst  those  most  remarkably  persistent  flexures, 
which  divide  the  parallel  bituminous  coal-fields  northwest  of  the 
Allegheny  mountain  in  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  It  is  yet  more 
strikingly  displayed,  perhaps,  in  the  long  and  singularly  straight  axes 
and  faults  of  the  Holston  region,  in  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  where 
the  lines,  both  of  flexure  and  of  dislocation,  maintain  almost  exactly 
the  same  distance  from  each  other  for  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
^fty  miles.  This  parallelism,  however,  is  after  all  but  approximate, 
though,  as  many  of  the  adjacent  axes  of  a  group  in  a  length  of  say 
fifty  tuilcs,  observing  a  mean  distance  of  not  more  than  two  or  three 
miles,  seldom  approach  or  recede  more  than  a  fourth  of  this  space, 
we  are  justified  in  seeking  for  some  theory  which  shall  explain  so 
conspicuous  a  relation. 

6th.  Of  the  great  length  ofiomeofthe  axes.  Perhaps  nothing 
astonishes  the  geological  traveller  in  the  Appalachian  chain,  so  much 
as  the  enormous  length  and  persistency  of  many  of  the  axes.  Tracing 
these  lines  of  flexure  longitudinally,  they  will  not  unfrequently  be 
found  to  range  for  eighty  or  one  hundred  miles,  with  but  little  de- 
viation either  from  perfect  straightness,  or  from  a  uniform  gradual 
curvature,  parallel  to  the  general  inflection  of  the  division  of  the 
chain,  in  w^nich  they  are  included.  This  astonishing  regularity  and 
length  is,  perhaps,  best  noticed  in  the  axes  of  the  northwestern  side 
of  the  belt,  where  they  frequently  exhibit  a  steady  curvature,  for 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  Whether  the  southeastern 
axes  are  less  prolonged,  or  whether  their  crowded  condition  often 
conceals  the  continuity  of  their  range,  are  points  we  do  not  at  pres- 
ent undertake  to  decide.  Among  the  very  numerous  instances  of 
long  and  regular  axes  of  the  steep  normal  type,  we  must  specify,  in 
the  Susquehanna  region,  the  straight  axis  of  Montour^s  ridge,  which 
extends  about  eighty  miles ;  in  the  Juniata  division,  the  beautifully 
inflected  axis  of  Jack's  mountain,  continuous  for  more  than  ninety 
miles ;  in  the  Potomac  division,  the  straight  axis  of  Wills's  creek 
mountain,  ninety  miles  in  length,  and  also  that  of  the  Knobly  moun- 
tain, nearly  a  prolongation  of  the  last,  itself  a  hundred  miles  long. 
To  these  we  may  add,  for  the  Holston  region,  the  straight  axis  of 
Wolf  creek,  and  that  of  the  Clinch  mountain,  the  former  of  which 
is  about  one  hundred  miles,  and  the  latter  more  than  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  in  length. 

It  is  probable  that  numerous  axes  of  the  folded  or  inverted  type, 
quite  as  extended,  exist  in  the  great  valley,  and  the  adjacent  belt  of 
ridges  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  chain,  and  we  have  already  seen, 
that  where  some  of  the  steep  normal  and  inverted  flexures  pass 
into  dislocations,  they  have  a  length  even  exceeding  that  of  any  of 
the  axes  above  referred  to.    If  we  turn  to  the  more  depressed  nor- 
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mal  axes  of  the  western  coal  region,  we  shall  find,  that  that  which 
lies  next  northwest  of  the  Potomac  basin,  is  at  least  seventy  miles 
longf  that  of  the  Negro  mountain  ninety  miles,  that  of  Laurel  hill  at 
least  ninety  miles,  and  that  of  Chestnut  ridge,  or  West  Laurel  hill, 
more  than  one  hundred  miles  in  length ;  and  our  geological  maps 
will  exhibit,  in  other  less  well  known  portions  of  the  same  belt,  a 
series  of  similar  obtuse  flexures,  of  even  still  more  extended  length. 

7th,  Of  the  curving  o/axe».  It  is  needless  to  add  much  to  what 
has  already  been  said  or  inferred  concerning  the  horizontal  inflec- 
tion of  the  axes  in  some  groups,  since  the  changes  of  strike  men- 
tioned, while  tracing  the  great  divisions  of  the  chain,  involve  a 
parallel  bending  of  all  the  principal  and  most  influential  flexures 
individually.  Considering  tne  enormous  extent  of  warping^  which 
the  onist  must  have  undergone,  and  which  we  can  infer  that  it  did 
undergo,  from  the  evidence  afforded  in  the  lesser,  or  secondary 
flexures,  and  also  from  the  nature  of  the  faults,  the  prevailing  con- 
tinuity and  graceful,  curving  outline,  witnessed  in  many  of  the 
inflected  axes,  are  truly  remarkable.  Tliere  are  cases,  as  in  that  of 
the  Jack^s  mountain  flexure,  where  a  continuous  axis  sweeps  for 
ninety  miles,  to  undergo  a  change  of  strike  of  as  much  as  forty-flve 
degrees,  without  once  taking  on  a  serpentine  or  contrary  incur- 
yation,  or  manifesting  any  considerable  inequality  in  the  bending. 
Instances  of  such  extraordinary  length  and  regularity,  are,  however, 
comparatively  rare,  and  are  confined  chiefly  to  the  divisions  of  the 
chain  in  which  the  curvature  is  convex  to  the  northwest.  A  more 
common  linear  form  among  the  longer  curving  axes,  if  we  except 
those, — ^the  longest  and  most  regular  of  all, — which  traverse  the 
great  northwestern  coal  region,  is  one  which  embraces  a  partial 
discontinuity  of  the  line,  at  one  or  several  points.  This  discontinu- 
ity is,  in  most  cases,  only  partial,  being  of  the  nature  of  a  warp, 
the  anticlinal  arch  embracing,  generally  on  its  southeastern  slope, 
another  flexure,  wJiich  either  immediately,  or  at  a  moderate  dis- 
tance, becomes  the  principal,  and  finally  the  only,  anticlinal  crest, 
while  the  original  summit,  in  its  turn,  subsides  upon  the  flank  of 
the  other.  In  such  cases,  where  the  two  closely  overlapping  flex- 
ures are  included  within  one  general  anticlinal  arch  of  about  the 
same  average  breadth  and  height  as  the  parts  which  contain  the 
flexure  in  its  single  state,  and  where  the  relative  depression  em- 
braced by  the  warp  is  comparatively  trivial,  there  seems  no  impro- 
priety in  considering  the  whole  as  one  great  undulation,  locally 
disturbed,  from  some  inequality  in  the  bending  or  resisting  forces. 
The  warp  will,  in  fact,  be  found,  in  such  cases,  to  occur  commonly 
near  the  central  portion  of  the  line,  where  the  maximum  degree  of 
flexure  and  elevation,  in  all  strictly  continuous  axes,  has  been 
experienced,  and  exactly  where  we  would  naturally  look  for  the 
greatest  irregularities  in  the  movement  of  the  strata. 

When  the  bearing  of  the  various  phenomena  of  curving  axes 
npon  some  of  the  most  interesting  questions  of  geological  dynamics 
is  contemplated,  the  importance  of  a  critical  investigation  of  all 
their  modifications  of  form  cannot  fail  to  be  recognized.    Besides 
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demanding  their  proportion  of  attention,  in  any  theory  which 
attempts  to  explain  the  origin  of  axes,  generally,  these  curving  axes 
of  oar  Appalachian  region  merit  particular  examination  in  another 
light.  They  appear  to  contradict  directly  the  well  known  hypothe- 
sis of  the  distinguished  French  geologist,  M.  Elie  de  Beaumont, 
which  supposes,  that  a  constant  relation  subsists  between  the  epoch 
of  elevation,  and  the  directions  or  strikes  of  the  lines  of  disturb- 
ance. These  curving  axes  constitute  so  many  intermediate  links  be- 
tween the  straight  divisions  of  the  chain,  in  which  they  terminat<6 
at  their  opposite  extremities,  and  they  are  demonstrably  of  the 
same  a;;e  with  the  rectilinear  flexures,  with  which  they  there 
alternate.  But  the  different  sections  of  the  chain,  thus  referred  to 
one  general  succession  of  elevatory  movements,  differ  from  each 
other  in  their  strike  as  much,  in  some  instances,  as  forty  or  forty- 
flve  degrees;  and,  if  wo  include  systems  of  axes  not  contiguous,  but 
the  sameness  of  whose  date  is  equally  demonstrable, — as  when  we 
compare  the  Vermont  and  the  Uolston  axes, — the  difference  in 
direction  is  even  as  much  as  sixty  degrees.  Here  are  extensive 
mountain  belts,  each  upwards  of  two  hundred  miles  in  length,  pos- 
sessing unequivocally  the  same  epoch,  differing  in  the  direction  of 
the  elevatory  tnovement  much  more  than  some  of  the  European 
systems  of  widely  different  geological  age.  It  is  obvious,  then,  that 
the  generalization  of  M.  de  Beaumont,  if  in  accordance  at  all  with 
nature,  is  only  so  as  it  relates  to  the  general  direction  of  entire 
mountain  systems,  and  not  to  the  course  of  special  groups  of  axes, 
however  extended. 

Desckiption  op  a  Series  of  Sections  across  the  Chain. 

Section  A,  (Plate  III.)  This  section  extends  from  the  South 
mountain  in  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  through  the  anthracite 
basins,  to  the  Allegheny  mountain,  in  Luzerne  county,  and  exempli- 
fies the  usual  features  of  structure  prevailing  in  the  Susqnehanna 
division  of  the  chain,  showing  the  folded  and  inverted  condition  of 
all  the  rooks  in  the  South  mountain  and  great  valley,  also  the  steep- 
ness of  the  northwestern  sides  of  the  flexures  in  the  rest  of  the 
belt,  and  the  beautiful  groi>ping  of  the  axes,  especially  in  the  mid- 
dle anthracite  region,  combined  with  a  general  progressive  reduc- 
tion in  the  abruptness  of  all  the  curves  and  dips.  It  likewise  shows 
that  the  hypogene  strata  of  the  South  mountain  are  included  in  the 
same  general  system  of  flexures  with  the  Appalachian  strata. 

Section  B,  (Plato  IV.)  This  extends  in  a  west-northwest  direc- 
tion, from  the  South  mountain,  in  Cumberland  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, through  the  Broad  Top  coal-field,  to  Chestnut  ridge,  in  Indiana 
county,  and  offers  a  striking  illustration  of  the  existence  of  exactly 
the  same  structural  features,  in  the  curving  region  of  the  Juniata, 
as  the  other  shows  in  the  straight  one  of  the  Snsijuehanna.  The 
folded  or  inverted  axes  occupy  the  belt  of  the  South  mountain,  and 
great  valley,  northwest  of  which  they  are  succeeded  by  a  broad  belt 
of  steep  normal  flexures,  several  of  which  lift  to  the  surface  nearly 


623 

the  lowest  formations  of  the  system.  This  section  also  displays  the 
manner  in  which  the  western  coal  region  is  divided  by  the  wide  and 
gentle  flexures  northwest  of  the  Allegheny  escarpment. 

Section  C,  (Plate  V.)  Our  third  section  crosses  the  chain  in  a 
direction  from  the  Blue  ridge,  at  Ashby's  gap,  in  Virginia,  through 
Winchester  and  Riimney,  to  the  commencement  of  the  ooal  rocks, 
on  the  Front  ridge  of  the  Allegliany  mountain.  It  exhibits  normal 
flexures  everywhere  but  in  the  Blue  ridge  and  great  valley.  In  the 
Short  hill  and  Blue  ridge,  at  the  southeast  end  of  the  section,  the 
sandstones,  forming  the  lowest  group  of  the  Appalachian  system, 
are  seen  in  folded  anticlinal  flexures,  which  equally  affect  the  older 
metamorphic  rocks,  the  whole  of  the  northwestern  slope  of  the 
Blue  ridge  presentins  an  inverted  or  southeastern  dip.  The  general 
southeasterly  inclination  of  the  axes-planes,  or  which  is  the  same 
thing,  the  greater  steepness  of  the  northwestern,  compared  with  the 
southeastern  dips,  is  very  uniformly  exhibited  in  this  section.  The 
rocks  of  the  Little  North  mountain  are  here  shown  to  be  inverted, 
presenting  (at  e)  one  of  the  phases  of  the  prolonged  fault,  formerly 
alluded  to. 

Section  D,  (Plate  V.)  This  section  crosses  the  chain  from  a 
point  high  up  on  the  south  fork  of  the  Roanoke  river,  in  Virginia, 
to  the  northwest  base  of  the  Peters^s  mountain,  near  Union.  Lying 
in  the  James  river  division  of  the  chain,  it  exhibits  the  rather  con- 
fused mixture  of  normal  and  inverted  flexures  and  faults,  for  which 
that  district  is  remarkable.  On  the  southeast  are  seen  the  hold 
flexures  of  the  strata  of  the  lowest  of  the  Appalachian  formations, 
here  of  extraordinary  thickness,  and  forming  a  lofty  mountain  range, 
while,  immediately  behind  them,  on  the  southeast,  are  seen  the  nu- 
merous foldings  of  the  ancient  metamorphic  strata.  A  fault  (at  d) 
at  the  southeast  base  of  the  Fort  Lewis  mountain,  shows  Formation 
II  thrown  over  upon  VII F.  Some  miles  towards  the  northwest  (at 
e)  is  the  great  fault  of  the  Little  North  mountain,  presenting  Forma- 
tions II  and  X,  in  contact,  the  former  being  uppermost.  Near  the 
northwest  termination  of  the  section  (at  a)  is  seen  the  fault  on  the 
northwest  side  of  the  Sweet  spring,  or  Peters's  mountain  axis,  here 
showing  the  contact  of  For.  II  with  the  upper  part  of  For.  VIII ; 
the  remainder  of  the  latter,  together  with  the  other  intervening 
formations,  being  lost.  In  this  part  of  the  section  may  be  seen  the 
rapid  passage  of  the  higher  rocks,  from  inversion  to  verticality,  and 
thence  into  a  very  gently  undulating  and  horizontal  position  towards 
the  northwest. 

Section  E,  (Pinto  V.)  This  section  extends  from  the  Poplar  Camp 
mountain,  in  Virginia,  near  the  mouth  of  Reed  creek,  in  a  north- 
northwest  direction,  to  the  commencement  of  the  coal  rocks,  imme- 
diately northwest  of  Abb^s  valley.  Lying  in  the  Holston  division, 
in  the  southwestern  part  of  Virginia,  it  traverses  nearly  all  the 
great  parallel  lines  of  fault,  for  which  that  region  is  so  remarkable. 
At  its  southeastern  extremity  we  notice  the  lowest  formation  of  the 
Appalachian  system,  bent  over  into  an  inverted  position,  and  resting 
upon  the  next  superior  rock,  the  great  lower  limestone,  (For.  II.) 
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Steep  normal,  and  also  folded  flexures,  extend  across  the  valley  to 
tlie  Cove  mountain,  at  the  southeast  hase  of  which  we  meet  a  line 
of  fault  (at  rf),  bringing  in  contact  Fors.  II  and  VII I,  with  the  usual 
inversion  of  the  former.  Beyond  this,  to  the  northwest,  near  the 
southeast  base  of  Brushy  ridge  (at  c),  is  the  great  dislocation  re- 
ferred to  on  previous  occasions,  and  which  here  brings  together 
Fors.  II  and  X.  Still  further  towards  the  northwest,  in  the  valley 
of  Walker's  creek,  on  the  northwest  side  of  an  inverted  anticlinal 
axis  of  For.  II,  a  similar  fault  occurs  (at  b)^  with  the  same  hiatus  of 
the  intervening  formations.  Beyond  this,  or  northwest  of  the  Wolf 
creek  axis,  we  see  (at  a)  an  extension  of  the  great  fault  previously 
described  as  running  along  the  northwest  side  of  the  Sweet  spring, 
or  Peters's  mountain  axis.  A  few  miles  further,  we  come  upon  the 
last,  or  most  northwestern  line  belonging  to  this  division  of  the 
chain. 

Inobbasing  Intebval  betwebn  the  Axes  as  wb  advance  Nobth- 

WE8TWABD. 

It  is  an  interesting  general  fact,  that  the  space  between  the  axes, 
or  more  properly,  the  amplitude  of  the  undulations,  increases  as  we 
cross  the  chain  northwestward.  This  is  represented  in  the  ideal 
section,  and  is  equally  apparent  in  the  actual  Sections  which  ac- 
company it,  being  strikingly  visible  in  that  (Section  B)  intended  to 
illustrate  the  structure  of  the  Juniata  region.  Although  most  dis- 
tinctly noticeable  in  the  noith  western  side  of  the  belt,  the  gradation 
prevails  equally  in  the  middle  and  southeastern  tracts,  but  in  the 
latter  the  numerous  minor  flexures,  with  the  interference  of  groups 
of  different  dimensions,  prevents  our  at  first  perceiving  tlie  law  in 
all  its  simplicity  and  exactness.  Towards  the  southeastern  side  of 
the  chain,  the  flexures  become  so  numerous,  and  are  so  often  folded 
or  inverted,  as,  in  most  cases,  to  render  the  comparison  of  their  dis- 
tances impracticable.  Yet,  even  in  this  quarter,  the  general  truth 
appears,  in  the  diminished  space  between  the  foldings,  as  we  cross 
the  Great  Valley,  southeastward.  Taking  in  the  whole  breadth  of 
the  chain,  the  prevalence  of  tlie  rule  is  obvious,  no  matter  by  what 
Section  we  cross  it. 

Theory    of    the    Flexure    akd    Elevation    of    the    Strata, 
founded  on  the  preceding  phenomena, —  combined  undula- 

TOBY  and  TANGENTIAL  ChABACTER  OF  THE  MOVEMENT. 

That  the  movement  which  produced  the  permanent  flexures  was 
compounded  of  a  wave-like  oscillation,  and  a  tangential  or  horizontal 
pressure,  both  propagated  northwestward  across  the  disturbed  belt, 
is  plainly  indicated  by  the  oblique  character  of  nearly  all  the  anti- 
clinal and  synclioal  curves,  both  those  which  are  closely  folded,  and 
those  which  are  obtuse.  This  oblique  inflection  of  tb.e  strata  will, 
we  confidently  believe,  be  found  to  prevail  as  the  regular  form  of 
all  anticlinal  axes  in  every  part  of  the  world.    It  appears  to  imply  a 
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powerful  tangential  movement,  always  operating  in  the  same  di« 
rection  for  the  same  region,  during  the  epoch  of  disturbance.  A 
merely  vertical  force,  exerted  either  simultaneously  or  successively, 
along  a  system  of  parallel  lines,  could  only  produce  the  same  num- 
ber of  tymmetrical  anticlinal  arches,  while  again,  a  horizontal  or 
tangential  pressure,  uncombined  with  an  alternate  upward  and 
downward  motion,  at  regular  intervals,  could  not  possibly  result  in 
a  system  of  parallel  folds,  or  axes,  or  lead  to  any  change  in  the 
position  of  the  strata,  beyond  an  imperceptible  bulging  of  the  whole 
tract,  or  else  a  confused  rumpling  and  dislocation,  dependent  on 
local  inequalities  in  the  thickness  or  resistance  of  the  crust,  in  dif- 
ferent spots. 

That  the  wave-like  flexures  of  our  Appalachian  strata  are  the  re- 
sult of  an  actual  onward  billowy  movement^  proceeding  from  be- 
neath, and  not  of  a  folding  due  simply  to  some  great  horizontal  or 
lateral  comprenion^  will  appear  from  the  following  considerations. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  conceive,  that  any 
force,  of  an  intensity  however  vast,  exerted  in  the  direction  of  a 
tangent  to  the  earth's  surface,  could  by  itself  shove  a  thick  and  im- 
perfectly flexible  crust  into  a  system  of  close  alternate  folds.  Be- 
yond the  imperceptible  bulging  of  the  whole  tract  laterally  from  tl)e 
line  of  application  of  the  force,  no  flexure  could  arise,  other,  perhaps, 
than  some  diminutive,  but  irregular  plications,  caused  by  inequalities 
in  the  strata  or  crust,  and  these,  it  is  needless  to  remark,  would  be 
destitute  of  any  law  of  parallelism  and  gradation,  such  as  that  which 
strikingly  characterizes  the  Appalachian  and  other  regions.  No 
iy$tem  of  narrow  waves  of  the  strata,  however  flat,  could  originate 
from  the  most  enormous  lateral  pressure,  if  unaccompanied  by  some 
verticid  oscillation,  producing  parallel  lines  of  easy  flexure.*  Pre- 
cisely such  an  alternate  movement  would  ensue,  if  a  succession  of 
actual  wave$  on  the  surface  of  the  subterranean  fluid  rock  rolled  in 
a  given  direction  beneath  the  bending  crust. 

The  inadequacy  of  the  tangential  or  horizontal  force,  as  a  cause 
of  the  Appalachian  axes,  is  still  further  obvious,  when  we  consider, 
that  no  igneous  rocks,  of  any  sort,  were  thrust  to  the  surface,  ex- 
cept in  the  belt  of  country  bordering  this  broad  system  of  flexures 
on  the  southeast,  and  that,  therefore,  if  the  axes  or  foldings  were 
produced  solely  by  lateral  pressure,  the  whole  force  must  have  been 
propagated  from  the  lines,  where  the  wedging  in  the  igneous  matter 
occurred  in  this  southeastern  region,  to  the  remotest  of  the  axes, 
through  all  the  intervening  folds.  But,  consistently  with  mechanical 
analogies,  such  a  transmitted  force,  instead  of  producing  the  gentle 
gradation  of  flexure,  which  we  behold,  would  have  expended  itself 
in  merely  compressing  or  crushing  the  contiguous  tracts  across  a 
narrow  belt,  a  little  widened  by  a  succession  of  these  tangential 
actions.  The  narrow  disturbed  belt  would  abound  in  irregular  con- 
tortions, and  beyond  it  we  should  suddenly  come  to  the  strata  in 
their  original  horizontality. 

That  such  would  really  be  the  efifeot  of  the  supposed  horizontal 
action,  is  clearly  proved  by  the  singularly  undisturbed  condition,  aj- 
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ready  stated,  of  the  strata  immediately,  and  for  some  distance  north- 
west of  all  onr  great  lines  of  dislocation.  Along  these  lines,  the 
nniform  inversion,  and  the  crushed  and  contorted  state  of  the  higher 
rocks  immediately  northwest  of  the  fracture,  indicate  plainly  an 
enormous  lateral  thrust  in  that  direction  from  th^  fault.  Tet,  even 
where  the  greatest  energy  of  this  force  is  manifested,  the  inversion 
or  other  disturbance  extends  only  for  a  few  hundred  yards  north- 
west of  the  fissure;  while  a  little  beyond,  the  horizontal  posture  of 
the  rocks  has  been  even  less  changed  than  in  parts  of  the  same  re- 
gion, where  no  fault  exists. 

Even  granting,  that  such  a  force,  transmitted  to  a  great  distance 
across  the  chain,  were  capable  of  bending  the  strata  of  the  remoter 
tracts  into  gentler  undulations,  the  flexures  on  their  northv^estem 
sides  ought  to  be  relatively  still  steeper  than  they  are,  for  in  that 
quarter  the  curves  are  ahnost  symmetrical.  On  the  other  hand,  this 
near  approach  to  a  symmetry  of  curvature  in  the  remoter  axes,  is  an 
obvious  consequence  of  the  greatly  reduced  force  and  size  of  the 
nearly  exhausted  waves. 

The  widening  of  the  interval  between  the  axes,  as  we  go  to  the 
northwest,  is  another  general  fact,  which,  while  it  finds  a  ready 
explanation  in  the  hypothesis  of  a  violent  undulation  of  the  strata, 
would  seem  to  be  wholly  at  variance  with  the  operation  of  a 
gradual  and  prolonged  pressure,  exerted  northwestward.  Conceiv- 
ing the  various  degrees  of  infiection  witnessed  in  different  parts  of 
the  chain  to  have  resulted  from  a  long-continued  pressure,  we 
should  be  compelled  to  admit,  that  the  southeastern  side  of  the 
tract  had  had  impressed  upon  it  successively  all  the  different  grwla- 
tions  of  flexure  met  with  throughout  the  chain,  and  thus  we  should 
have  to  suppose,  that  the  closely  folded,  crowded  axes  of  the  great 
valley  were  slowly  developed  by  a  force  that  in  its  earlier  stages, 
produced  everywhere  only  wide  and  gentle  arches.  Yet,  if  such 
was  the  case,  why  do  we  not  recognize  a  yet  more  uniform  or 
gradual  transition  in  the  dimensions  of  the  axes,  than  oi»r  Sections 
show.  If  the  steepness  of  the  flexures  measures  thus  their  age, 
why,  it  may  be  asked,  are  those  of  the  same  group  so  various  in  this 
respect,  while  their  intimate  relations  to  each  other,  in  respect  to 
parallelism,  gradation  of  distance  and  dip,  plainly  prove  them  to 
have  a  contemporaneous  origin?  If  a  long  period  was  consumed  in 
their  production,  why  did  there  not  take  place,  by  virtue  of  the 
simultaneous  denudation  and  deposition  which  must  have  been  in 
progress,  a  constantly  unconformable  superposition  of  the  new  de- 
posits, as.the  axes  slowly  rose  above  the  level  of  the  water. 

But,  while  the  observed  variety  in  the  magnitude  and  steepness 
of  the  flexures  thus  makes  it  incumbent  on  the  advocates  of  such  a 
theory  of  the  gradual  formation  of  axes,  to  admit,  that  the  folded 
and  closely  crowded  ones  have  arisen  out  of  broader  and  normal 
curves,  the  general  tenor  of  their  doctrine  of  progressive  and  cumu- 
lative actions,  implies,  that  the  short  and  narrow  flexures  were  pro- 
duced first,  and  that  some  of  them  were  enlarged  into  the  vastly 
bolder  and  longer  axes,  which  abound  in  many  parts  of  the  same 
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region.  This,  however,  seems  an  insuperable  difficnlty,  since,  if 
we  snppose  the  breadth  and  length  thus  steadily  to  increase,  a 
great  number  of  intervening  flexures  and  foldings  would  be  neces- 
sarily obliterated  or  reversed. 

But,  quitting  the  theory  of  a  gradual  horizontal  pressure,  another 
hypothesis  suggests  itself,  as  likely,  in  the  present  stage  of  geologi- 
cal speculation  to  be  ofiered  in  explanation  of  the  structural  laws  we 
have  described.  It  may  be  urged,  that  a  prolonged  upward  ten- 
sion, or  pressure  exerted  along  a  single  line^  might  gradually  create  a 
broad  and  lofty  anticlinal  flexure,  and  might,  hy  a  mere  shifting  of 
the  line^  into  positions  always  parallel  to  its  first  one,  accomplish 
in  time  the  elevation  of  all  the  axes  of  our  Appalachian  groups. 
Such  a  supposition  would,  doubtless,  account  for  the  simple  features 
of  a  symmetncal  flexure ;  but  it  would  aflbrd  no  clue  to  an  ex- 
planation of  those  beaatiful  relations,  which  prevail  between  the 
form  of  the  flexures  and  their  position  in  the  groups  to  which  they 
appertain,  or  to  the  fact  of  their  assemblage  into  groups ;  and  these 
are  among  the  most  interesting  general  facts,  which  a  theory  of  flex- 
ures is  called  upon  to  explain.  How  could  a  merely  vertical  force, 
applied  to  the  interior  surface  of  the  crust,  either  along  a  narrow 
line,  or  over  an  elongated  elliptical,  narrow  zone,  produce  that 
oblique  form  of  the  anticlinal  arch,  which  we  flnd  to  be  its  normal 
configuration;  or  how  could  it  give  rise  to  the  regalar  horizontal 
bending  of  the  axis-line,  as  seen  in  the  curving  districts  of  the  chain. 
Again,  in  what  way  can  it  explain  the  occurrence  of  the  great  lines 
of  fault  only  on  the  northwestern  side  of  the  axes,  or  the  close 
oblique  foldings,  in  all  the  southeastern  side  of  the  belt.  But, 
apart  from  all  these  objections,  on  what  principle  or  analogy  are 
we  entitled  to  assume,  that  the  supposed  successive  shifting  of  the 
upward  force  tpould  he  in  parallel  lines?  Should  the  elevation 
theory  be  modified  so  as  to  suppose  the  upward  force  to  have  been 
exerted  simultaneously  along  the  present  anticlinal  lines,  but  not 
in  the  manner  of  an  undulation,  the  equally  forii.'idable  difficulty 
arises  of  accounting  for  the  production  of  any  flexures ;  since,  by 
the  close  contiguity  of  the  parallel  lines  of  upward  pressure,  the  sole 
effect  would  be  a  nearly  uniiorm  diffused  bulging  of  all  that  portion 
of  the  crust,  upon  which  the  tension  was  exercised. 

Op  the  Obigin  of  the  Supposed  Subterranean  Undulations,  and 
OF  the  Manner  in  which  the  Strata  became  permanently 

BENT  and  DIHLOCATED. 

The  parallel  flexures  of  the  crust  so  strikingly  exhibited  in  the 
Appalachian  chain,  and  recognizable,  we  believe,  in  nearly  all  dis- 
turbed mountainous  districts,  we  conceive  to  have  originated  in  the 
following  manner :  We  assume,  that  in  every  region,  where  a  sys- 
tem of  flexures  prevails,  the  crust  previously  rested  on  a  widely  ex- 
tended surface  of  fluid  lava.  Let  it  be  supposed,  that  subterranean 
causes  competent  to  produce  the  result,  such,  for  example,  as  the 
accumulation  of  a  vast  body  of  elastic  vapors  and  gases,  subjected 
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the  disturbed  portion  of  the  belt  to  an  ezcessive  npward  tension, 
causing  it  to  give  way,  at  successive  times,  in  a  series  of  long  par- 
allel rents.  Bj  the  sudden  and  explosive  escape  of  the  gaseous 
matter,  the  prodigious  pressure,  previously  exerted  on  the  surface 
of  the  fluid  withio.  being  instantly  withdrawn,  this  would  rise  along 
the  whole  line  of  Assure  in  the  manner  of  an  enormous  billow,  and 
suddenly  lift  it  with  the  overlying  flexible  crust.  Gravity,  now 
operating  on  the  disturbed  lava  mass,  would  engender  a  violent  un- 
dulation of  its  whole  contiguous  surface,  so  that  wave  would  suc- 
ceed wave  in  regular  and  parallel  order,  flattening  and  expanding 
as  they  advanced,  and  imparting  a  corresponding  billowy  motion  to 
the  overlying  strata.  Simultaneously  with  each  epoch  of  oscillation, 
while  the  whole  crust  was  thus  thrown  into  parallel  flexures,  we 
suppose  the  undulating  tract  to  have  been  shoved  bodily  forward, 
and  secured  in  its  new  position  by  the  permanent  intrusion,  into 
the  rent  and  dislocated  region  behind,  of  the  liquid  matter  injected 
by  the  same  forces  that  gave  origin  to  the  waves.  This  forward 
thrust,  operating  upon  the  flexures  formed  by  the  waves,  would 
steepen  the  advanced  side  of  each  wave  precisely  as  the  wind,  act- 
ing on  the  billows  of  the  ocean,  forces  forward  their  crests,  and 
imparts  a  steeper  slope  to  their  leeward  sides.  A  repetition  of 
these  forces,  by  augmenting  the  inclination  on  the  front  of  every 
wave,  would  result,  finally,  in  the  folded  structure,  with  inversion, 
in  all  the  parts  of  the  belt  adjacent  to  the  region  of  principal  dis- 
turbance. Here,  an  increased  amount  of  plication  would  be  caused, 
not  only  by  the  superior  violence  of  the  forward  horizontal  force, 
but  by  the  production  in  this  district  of  many  lesser  groups  of 
waves,  interposed  between  the  larger  ones,  and  not  endowed  with 
sufficient  momentum  to  reach  the  remoter  sides  of  the  belt.  To  this 
interpolation  we  attribute,  in  part,  the  crowded  condition  of  the 
axes  on  the  side  of  the  undulated  district,  which  borders  the  region 
where  the  rents  and  dykes  occur,  and  to  it  we  trace  the  far  greater 
variety  which  there  occurs  in  the  size  i»f  the  flexures. 

In  the  progress  of  this  bending  and  folding  of  the  stata,  throuorh- 
out  the  undulated  district,  the  continual  introduction  and  consolida- 
tion in  the  fissured  district,  of  fresh  materials  from  the  liquid  mass 
beneath,  rising  in  intrusive  dykes,  and  filling  the  wide  interstices  of 
the  broken  strata,  would  permanently  retain  the  inflected  crust  in 
the  new  attitudes  into  which  it  had  been  forced,  and  compensate 
for  the  reduction  of  horizontal  breadth  arising  from  the  flexures. 
Permanent  axes  rai^ht  even  be  produced  without  the  fracturing  of 
the  crust  being  in  all  cases  apparent  at  the  surface,  since  innumer- 
able fissures,  of  sufficient  size  to  permit  the  sudden  escape  of  an 
enormous  quantity  of  elastic  vapor,  could  temporarily  form,  and  yet 
close  again  superficially,  and  still  the  strata  be  braced  and  retained 
in  their  flexured  state  by  the  dislodgement  of  fragments,  and  the 
intrusion  and  congelation  of  much  lava  matter  in  the  lower  parts  of 
the  renta. 

This  theory  agrees  strikingly  with  the  singularly  undisturbed  con- 
dition of  the  stratti,  northwest  of  our  great  lines  of  fault.     When 


describing,  nnder  a  preceding  head,  some  of  these  enormons  dislo- 
cations, especially  those  of  southwestern  Virginia,  an  account  was 
given  of  the  gradual  transition  of  structure,  from  the  normal  to  the 
folded  or  inverted  form,  and  thence,  to  a  successive  ingulfing  of  cer- 
tain groups  of  strata,  into  a  line  of  fault,  presenting  sometimes,  for 
the  distance  of  seventy  miles,  an  actual  inversion  of  the  lower  Ap- 
palachian limestone  or  slate,  upon  either  the  carboniferous  limestone 
or  the  next  inferior  group.  The  commencement  in  all  cases  of  these 
faults,  in  the  steeply  folded  synclinal  part  of  the  flexure,  immedi- 
ately on  the  northwest  of  the  finally  inverted  anticlinal  curve,  would 
seem  to  prove  conclusively,  that  the  fracture  has  been  due  to  a  pro- 
found folding  in  and  inversion  of  the  rocks,  carried  to  the  extent  of 
producing  an  actual  snapping  asunder  of  the  beds  where  most  in- 
curved, followed  by  a  squeezing  downward  of  the  opposite  side  of 
the  trough,  by  the  horizontal  northwestward  thrust  of  the  anticlinal 
portion,  causing  the  lower  strata  of  the  latter  to  lie  directly  upon 
geologically  higher  groups.  The  enormous  mass  of  rocky  material, 
thus  forcibly  pressed  down  and  firmly  held  there,  would,  we  con- 
ceive, constitute  a  vast  subterranean  harrier  or  dam^  capable  of  ar- 
resting, in  some  degree,  the  progress  of  the  succeeding  waves,  and 
of  protecting  the  region  for  a  moderate  distance,  towards  the  north- 
west, or  the  leeward  side  of  the  fault,  from  the  undulations  to  which 
it  would  otherwise  have  been  exposed.  In  confirmation  of  this  view, 
it  may  be  stated,  that  in  tracing  a  line  of  dislocation  toward  either 
extremity,  while  the  extent  of  strata  thrust  down,  as  indicated 
by  the  amount  of  the  hiatus  at  the  fault,  is  inferred  to  grow 
progressively  less  and  less,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  the  sup- 
posed subterranean  dam,  presumed  to  diminish  in  depth,  the  region 
behind  it,  on  the  northwest^  becomes  more  and  more  undulated, 
until,  "when  we  pass  beyond  the  extremity  of  the  fault,  to  where 
the  normal  form  of  the  flexure  is  restored,  we  find  the  strata  to 
the  northwest  reared  into  bold  anticlinal  and  synclinal  curves. 
Such  is  remarkably  the  fact  with  the  fault  at  the  northwest  base 
of  the  Peters's  and  East  river  mountain,  in  Virginia,  as  well  as 
with  that  which  lies  parallel  to,  and  southeast  of,  the  Cumberland 
mountain ;  and  in  a  word,  with  all  the  faults  and  crushed  axes 
of  great  lengtli  throughout  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Tennessee. 
Even  where  two  such  lines  of  dislocation  occur,  parallel  to  each 
other,  at  an  interval  of  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  miles,  the  cen- 
tral parts  of  the  intervening  tract  exhibit  unusually  little  disturb- 
ance, notwithstanding  their  proximity  to  the  lines  of  violent  dis- 
ruption on  each  side. 

The  assumed  combination  of  the  wave-like  oscillation,  and  hori- 
zontal or  tangential  movement,  will  explain,  we  believe,  all  those 
general  structural  phenomena,  which  we  have  described  as  charac- 
terizing our  Appalachian  chain  in  all  its  length  and  breadth,  and 
which  obviously  exist  in  many  other  mountain  chains  possessing 
numerous  axes.  It  will  account  for  all  the  varieties  of  flexure,  nor- 
mal, inverted,  or  dislocated,  which  are  any  where  observable  in  the 
chain,  since  a  mere  difference  in  the  ratio  of  the  tangential  to  the 
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nndiilatorj  movefnent,  would  produce  eyeiy  grade  and  form  of  in- 
flection we  have  had  to  record. 

The  theory  explains,  moreover,  the  remarkable  law  of  diminieh- 
ing  steepness  in  the  flexures,  as  w^e  cross  the  whole  belt  northwest- 
ward from  the  region  of  intrusive  veins  and  dykes,  whicli  has  evi- 
dently been  tlie  quarter  of  extensive  and  violent  actual  disruptions 
of  the  crust.  It  moreover  aflfords  a  reason  for  the  striking  parallel- 
ism which  prevails  between  the  axes  in  every  division  of  the  chain, 
and  the  veins  and  dykes  in  the  corresponding  tracts  to  the  south- 
east. In  this  rent  and  dislocated  zone  of  country,  beginning  with 
the  chain  of  the  Blue  ridge,  the  incalculably  numerous  and  greatly 
extended  dykes  and  veins  that  everywhere  penetrate  and  fill  the 
altered  and  hypogene  rocks,  comprise,  we  believe,  an  ample  quan- 
tity of  inwedged  material,  to  balance  the  horizontal  contraction  of 
the  whole  plicated  chain. 

The  mere  fact  of  a  regular  gradation  in  the  amount  of  flexure,  is 
of  itself  a  proof,  that  the  axes  thus  related  had  a  common  source, 
while  the  direction  of  this  gradation,  clearly  establishes,  that  tlie 
southeast  was  the  quarter  from  whence  the  movement  pro- 
ceeded. 

The  views  here  entertained  of  the  nature  of  the  elevating  action, 
aflbrd  a  satisfactory  cause  for  the  arrangement  of  the  axes  in  groups, 
since  we  have  merely  to  imagine  successive  sets  of  pulsations  of 
varying  magnitude  and  momentum,  to  have  followed  each  other  in 
the  same  general  period  of  disturbance,  nnd  we  are  supplied  with  a 
cause  sufficient  to  produce  all  the  diversity  which  we  behold  in  the 
distances  and  directions  of  the  flexures.  The  almost  exact  parallel- 
ism of  these  in  each  group,  and  the  general  parallelism  of  all  that 
enter  into  the  same  division  of  the  chain,  are  the  necessary  results 
of  that  wave-like  movement  in  which  we  conceive  the  axes  to  have 
originated ;  and  we  confess  ourselves  at  a  loss  to  imagine  how  any 
other  action,  but  an  undulation  of  the  crust,  propagated  in  parallel 
lines,  either  straight  or  curving,  could  give  rise  to  this  extraordin- 
ary feature  in  these  enormously  extended  anticlinal  and  synclinal 
lines. 

The  curious  facts  connected  with  the  carving  form  of  the  axes, 
in  certain  districts,  are  likewise  well  accounted  for  by  the  hypothe- 
sis. Of  those  divisions  where  they  are  convex  to  the  northwest^  and 
where  the  curvature  is  generally  so  regular,  we  have  merely  to  sup- 
pose that  the  disturbance  began  with  tbe  production  of  the  axes  of 
each  adjoining  division,  that  these  terminated  towards  each  other  in 
an  obtuse  angle,  but  did  not  meet,  and  that,  in  the  angle  between  them, 
there  was  afterwards  formed  another  intermediate  belt  of  undulations. 
The  extremities  of  these  last  waves,  encountering  the  flexures  already 
formed  in  the  adjoining  straight  belts,  would  be  obstructed  and  re- 
tarded in  their  progress  northwestward ;  but  the  middle  portion  of 
each  billow,  moving  in  a  tract  as  yet  free  from  permanent  axes, 
would  meet  with  less  impediment,  and  advance  with  a  higher  veloci- 
ty, so  as  to  impart  to  the  whole  of  each  axis  a  curvilinear  form.  It 
appears,  moreover,  highly  probable,  that  the  fractures  of  the  crust 
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in  the  dislocated  district  in  the  southeast,  would  themselves  be  more 
or  less  curvilinear  in  the  vicinity  of  previously  formed  rents  ap- 
proaching each  other  at  an  obtuse  angle,  and  thus  a  tendency  to  that 
shape  might  be  primarily  impressed  on  all  the  undulations  taking 
their  origin  in  a  region  so  circumstanced. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  those  sections  of  the  chain  where  the  axes 
have  a  concave  euroature  northwestward^  and  where  there  usually 
exists  less  regularity  in  their  sweep  than  m  the  convex  groups,  we 
may  imagine  that  the  lines  of  elevation  of  the  two  a(]|jacent  straight 
belts,  terminating  nearer  and  nearer  to  each  other,  as  the  axes  re- 
ceded towards  the  northwest,  would  soon  mutually  interfere,  and 
the  undulations  originating  at  the  southeast,  in  the  space  opposite 
the  angle,  would  find  their  progress  northwestward  more  and  more 
imped^,  as  they  advanced  through  the  narrowing  area  between  the 
ends  of  the  flexures  previously  formed.  By  unequal  and  multiplied 
obstructions  thus  occasioned,  the  regularity  of  the  axes  in  the  inter- 
mediate division  would  be  greatly  impaired. 

There  is  a  curious  arrangement  in  ^chellon,  which  we  notice  in 
many  of  the  groups  of  axes  of  the  Delaware  river  or  New  Jersey 
division,  where,  though  individually  nearly  straight,  they  change 
their  strike  more  and  more  to  the  north  as  we  advance  northeast- 
ward. This  admits  of  a  simple  explanation,  if  we  merely  suppose  a 
portion  of  the  flexures  in  the  next  straight  belt  on  the  southwest 
to  have  been  flrst  produced,  and  these  to  have  been  followed  by  those 
on  the  northeast,  which  occupy  New  Jersey  and  the  contiguous  dis- 
tricts of  New  York,  the  undulations  starting  as  usual  from  the  south- 
east. The  latter,  originating  last,  with  a  more  northern  strike,  would 
converge  upon  the  former  as  the  waves  advance  northwestward,  and 
coming  in  contact  with  the  eastern  extremities  of  the  previous  flex- 
ures, would  encounter  a  retardation  at  their  southwestern  ends, 
while  their  remote  or  northeastern  extremities  would  be  free  to 
advance  with  their  whole  velocity.  The  natural  tendency  of  this 
species  of  resistance,  would  be  to  hreah  the  retarded  wave,  and  to 
give  the  northeastern  portions  a  more  northerly  strike.  The  whole 
movement  may  be  likened  to  the  march  of  a  platoon  of  soldiers  in 
what  is  called  a  right  oblique  order,  wherein  the  advanced  files 
slightly  wheel  upon  the  left. 

The  hypothesis  we  have  advanced,  seems  also  to  explain  the  im- 
portant fact,  that  the  whole  undulated  surface,  estimated  by  the 
average  change  of  level  of  any  given  stratum  traced  across  the  chain, 
rises  in  a  regularly  inclined  plane  southeastward,  or  towards  the 
quarter  where  we  find,  by  other  evidence,  that  the  uplifting  and  un- 
dulating action  was  most  powerful.  This  circumstance,  of  a  pro- 
gressive rise  of  the  whole  belt  towards  the  side  which  anciently  lay 
near  the  shore  of  the  Appalachian  ocean,  accords  entirely  with  the 
belief,  that  under  the  now  rent  and  dislocated  margin  of  the  chain, 
there  was  a  vast  accumulation  of  fluid  rock,  charged  with  com- 
pressed gaseous  matter,  which  exerted  on  the  crust  an  enormous 
disrupting  tension. 
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OW    THE    IdBNTTTT    OP    THE    UkDULATIONS    WHIOH    PSODUOED    THE 

Axes,  with  the  wate-uke  Motion  of  the  Eabth  in  Earth- 
quakes. 

That  the  undiilatory  movements  which  we  suppose  to  have  heoii 
the  primary  caase  of  oar  Appalachian  axes,  and  generally  of  all 
other  parallel  flexures,  were  strictly  analogous  to  well-known  phe- 
nomena of  the  present  day,  is  apparent,  when  we  examine  the  na- 
ture of  that  tremendous  agitation  of  the  crust,  which  we  call  an 
earthquake.  A  toave-lihe  undulation  of  the  ground  is  of  such  com- 
moD  occurrence  during  great  earthquakes,  that  we  are  inclined  to 
consider  it  their  essential  condition.  On  this  subject,  we  possess  the 
concurrent  testimony  of  the  best  observers  and  historians  of  these 
events,  particularly  Michell,  Dolomieu,  Lyell,  and  Darwin.  Michell, 
writing  on  the  subject  of  "  The  Cause  and  Phenomena  of  Earth- 
quakes,*^ in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  for  1760,  says,  that  the 
motion  of  the  eartli  is  partly  tremulous,  and  partly  propagated  hy 
waves,  which  succeed  one  another  at  larger  and  smaller  distances, 
the  undulation  extending  much  further  tnan  the  tremor.  At  Ja- 
maica, in  1687-8,  a  gentleman  saw  the  ground  rise,  like  the  sea,  in 
a  wave,  as  the  earthquake  passed  along,  and  he  could  distinguish 
the  effects  for  some  miles,  by  the  waving  of  tlie  tree-tops  on  the 
hills.  The  same  was  witnessed  in  New  England,  November  18th, 
1755.  The  wave-like  motion  of  the  great  Lisbon  earthauake,  which 
happened  on  the  1st  of  November,  1755,  was  perceived  by  the  mo- 
tion of  water,  and  the  hanging  branches  in  churches  through  all 
Germany,  among  the  Alps,  in  Denmark,  Sweden,  Norway,  and  all 
over  the  British  islands.  This  tremendous  movement  even  reached 
the  West  Indies,  a  distance  from  the  seat  of  principal  violence,  of 
nearly  three  thousand  miles.  A  comparison  of  the  times  at  which 
the  first  shock  was  felt  at  Lisbon  and  at  other  places,  shows  the  un- 
dulation to  have  travelled  at  the  rate  of  more  tJian  twenty  miUs  per 
minute. 

Dolomieu,  in  his  dissertation  on  the  great  Calabrian  eaHhquake, 
states,  according  to  Mr.  Lyell,  that  ^^the  surface  of  the  country 
often  heaved  liked  the  billows  of  a  swelling  sea,  which  produced  a 
swimming  in  the  head  like  sea-sickness,*^  and  he  further  mentions 
as  ^*a  well-known  fact,  that  the  trees  sometimes  bent  during  the 
shocks  to  the  earth,  and  touched  it  with  their  tops."*  This  rocking 
motion  of  the  surface  was  likewise  experienced  by  Darwin,  in  South 
America,  who  states,  on  the  authority  of  Acasto,  that  the  earth- 
quakes of  that  country  extend  three  hundred,  six  hundred,  nine 
hundred,  and  some  of  them  even  one  thousand  five  hundred  miles 
along  the  coast.t 

That  this  motion  is  of  the  nature  of  an  actual  billowy  oscillation 
of  the  crust,  is  likewise  plainly  indicated  by  the  attendant  phenom- 
ena, especially  by  the  uniformity  in  the  direction  which  the  earth- 
quake takes,  and  by  the  opening  of  great  chasms  and  fissures  in  the 

♦  See  LyclPB  Principles,  Boston  edition,  vol.  ii.,  p.  830. 

f  See  a  paper  by  Darwin,  in  TransactiooB  of  Geological  Society  of  London. 
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ground,  parallel  to  eacli  other,  and  perpendicnlar  to  the  course  of 
the  shock  or  undulation.  Thus  it  is  recorded,  that  during  the  earth- 
quake that  shook  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  in  1811,  the  iu habit- 
ants felt  ttie  earth  rise  in  great  undulations,  and  that  the  ground 
opened  in  numerous  parallel  fissures,  having  a  direction  from  north- 
east to  southwest.  This  close  correspondence  between  the  direc- 
tion of  the  cracks,  and  that  which  invariably  characterizes  our 
Appalachian  axes  or  faults,  is  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that  well 
demands  the  attention  of  geologists.  It  lends  a  further  probability 
to  our  hypothesis,  which  merely  imagines  a  very  much  more  ener- 
getic series  of  undulations  to  have  occurred  during  the  elevation  of 
all  this  part  of  the  continent.  There  is  reason  to  think  that  this 
agreement  in  the  direction  of  the  forces  at  periods  so  remote,  is  not 
merely  casual ;  for  it  appears,  from  a  statement  of  Michell,  that  of 
five  considerable  earthquakes,  felt  in  New  England  before  his  time, 
three  are  known  to  have  come  from  the  northwest,  and  the  other 
two  are  supposed  to  have  had  the  same  direction.  Recent  observa- 
tions in  Scotland  indicate  that  the  earthquake  which  was  there  felt 
in  October,  1839,  consisted  of  undulations  moving  from  northwest  to 
southeast,  or  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to  the  strike  of  all  the 
older  axes  of  that  country. 

Of  the  manner  in  which  the  wave-like  movements  in  earthquakes 
may  be  supposed  to  originate,  Michell  suggests,  that  large  tracts  of 
country  may  rest  on  fluid  lava,  which,  when  disturbed,  may  transmit 
its  motion  through  the  overlying  crust;  but  he  oficrs  the  following 
as  the  explanation  of*  the  mode  in  which  the  undulations  may  take 
place :  "  Suppose  a  large  cloth,  or  a  carpet,  spread  upon  a  floor,  to 
be  raised  at  one  edfj^e,  and  then  suddenly  brought  down  again  to  the 
floor ;  the  air  under  it  being  by  this  means  propelled,  will  pass  along, 
till  it  escapes  at  the  opposite  side,  raising  the  cloth  in  a  wave  all  the 
way  as  it  goes.  In  like  manner,  a  large  quantity  of  vapor  may  be 
conceived  to  raise  the  earth  in  a  wave,  as  it  passes  along  between 
the  strata,  which  it  may  easily  separate  in  a  horizontal  direction, 
there  being  little  or  no  cohesion  between  one  stratum  and  another. 
The  part  of  the  earth  that  is  first  raised,  being  bent  from  its  natural 
form,  will  endeavor  to  restore  itself  by  its  elasticity,  and  the  parts 
next  to  it  being  left  to  have  their  weight  supported  by  the  vapor 
which  will  insinuate  itself  under  them,  will  be  raised  in  their  turn, 
till  it  either  finds  some  vent,  or  is  again  condensed  by  the  cold  into 
water,  and  by  that  means  prevented  from  oroceeding  any  further."  * 

Now  we  conceive  that  there  is  a  simpler  view  of  the  origin  of 
the  undulation,  and  one  which  is  more  in  accordance  with  sound 
dynamical  considerations,  and  with  all  the  recorded  observations 
upon  earthquakes.  In  place  of  8uppoj«ing  it  possible  for  a  body  of 
vapor  or  gaseous  matter  to  pass  horizontally  between  the  strata, 
or  even  between  the  crust  and  the  fluid  lava  upon  which  it  floats, 
and  with  which  it  must  be  closely  entangled,  we  are  inclined  to  at- 
tribute the  movement  to  an  actual  pulsation  engendered  in  the  molt- 

»  Michell,  Phil.  Transactions,  lYeO. 
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en  matter  itself,  by  a  linear  di»rnptioii  under  enormons  tension, 
giving  yeDt,  explosively,  to  elastic  vapors,  escaping  either  to  the 
Burfuce,  or  into  cavernous  spaces  beneath.  According  to  this  sup- 
position, the  movement  of  the  subterranean  vapors  would  be  to- 
ioards^  and  not  from  the  disrupted  belt,  and  the  oscillation  of  the 
crust  would  originate  in  the  tremendous  and  sudden  disturbance  of 
the  previous  pressure  on  the  surface  of  the  lava  mass  below,  brought 
about  by  the  instantaneous  and  violent  rending  of  the  overlying 
strata. 

It  has  been  denied  by  some — and  the  objection  seems  to  be  ac- 
ceded to  by  Mr.  Lyell — ^that  the  so-called  wave-like  motion  of  the 
surface  in  earthquakes,  has  ^*  any  strict  analogy  with  the  undulations 
of  a  fluid.''  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  suggested,  that  a  vi- 
bratory jar  may  be  produced  at  a  considerable  depth,  by  a  sudden 
fracture  of  the  solid  crust,  *^  and  that  the  vibrations  may  be  propagated 
upward  through  a  mass  of  rock,  even  several  miles  thick.  The  first 
vibration  which  reaches  the  surface  will  lift  the  soil,  and  then  allow 
it  to  sink  again  ;  immediately  after  which  another,  which  may  have 
radiated  from  the  same  deep-seated  point,  may  arrive  at  a  contigu- 
ous spot  on  tlie  surface,  and  cause  a  similar  rise  and  fall,  and  so 
others  in  succession,  giving  rise  to  a  progressive  motion  of  the 
ground,  very  similar  in  appearance  to  a  wave  of  the  sea.''  * 

To  the  suggestion  of  a  propagated  vibrating  jar  being  the  cause 
of  the  rocking  of  the  surface,  we  will  reply  by  simply  referring  to 
all  the  authentic  accounts  of  earthquakes,  in  which  the  regularly 
progressive  march  of  the  billowy  undulation  is  so  frequently  de- 
scribed by  eye-witnesses,  and  likewise  to  the  statements  of  Michell, 
who  gives,  from  abundant  data,  the  very  rate  of  the  passage  of  the 
great  Lisbon  earthquake,  across  an  area  exceeding  three  thousand 
miles  in  breadth.  As  regards  the  other  supposed  difficulty,  that  the 
radius  of  each  superficial  curvature  must  be  very  small,  we  contend 
that  this  is  by  no  means  a  necessary  inference  f^om  the  phenomena, 
since  if  we  take  into  consideration  the  prodigiously  high  velocity 
with  which  earthquakes  seem  to  move,  we  tind  a  reason  at  once,  why 
tall  objects,  like  trees,  may  rock  from  side  to  side  with  a  rapid  os- 
cillation, while  the  w^ave  which  disturbs  them  may  possess  an  enor- 
mous breadth.  A  low  and  broad  wave,  if  moving  slowly,  would 
only  tilt  the  objects  under  which  it  might  pass,  into  attitudes  per- 
pendicular to  its  gentle  slopes,  but  the  lowest  and  broadest  billow, 
passing  with  the  amazing  speed  of  the  Lisbon  earthquake,  might, 
by  suddenly  shoving  the  foundations  or  pedestals  of  objects  from 
beneath  them,  and  as  suddenly  pushing  them  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, cause  them  to  swing  rapidly  through  arcs  of  almost  any  extent. 

While  the  evidence,  therefore,  seerps  ample,  of  the  existence  of  a 
wave-like  motion  of  the  earth's  surface  during  earthquakes,  facts  are 
not  wanting  which  indicate  the  recent  production,  from  this  cause, 
of  permanent  anticlinal  axes.  Thus  we  find,  in  Darwin's  Journal 
of  Travels  in  South  America,  the  following  interesting  statement : 

*  Lycll's  Principles,  Boston  edition,  vol.  JL 


Mr.  Gill,  an  eDgioeer,  mentioned  to  that  intelligent  trayeller,  that 
following  ap  the  bed  of  a  stream,  strewed  with  sand  and  gravel, 
and  showing  in  one  place,  a  channel  in  the  solid  rock  about  fortj 
yards  wide  and  eight  feet  deep,  he  found  himself  suddenly  going 
down  hill,  the  whole  descent  amounting  to  forty  or  fifty  feet  of 
change  of  leveL  Here  there  was  a  decided  arching  of  the  surface, 
by  which  the  river  had  been  displaced  from  its  ancient  valley.  Oc- 
curring in  Chili,  in  a  country  so  frequently  visited  by  earthquakes, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  as  to  the  origin  of  this  local  anticlinal 
flexure  in  the  earth^s  crust. 

We  are  inclined  to  regard  the  Ullah  Bund  as  another  example 
of  an  anticlinal  axis  formed  in  modem  times  by  an  earthquake. 
According  to  the  description  and  map  furnished  by  Mr.  Lyell,  in 
his  admirable  account  of  earthquakes  contained  in  his  Principles, 
this  is  a  long  elevated  mound,  extending  from  east  to  west  across 
the  eastern  arm  of  the  Indus,  near  the  furt  and  village  of  Sindree. 
It  is  upwards  ot  fifty  miles  in  lengthy  and  runs  parallel  to  a  line  of 
subsidence^  along  which  the  previously  low  and  perfectly  level  plain 
around  Sindree  became  permanently  flooded.  It  is  conjectured  to 
be,  in  some  parts,  sixteen  miles  in  width,  and  to  have  a  height  above 
the  original  level  of  the  delta,  of  ten  feet^  which  it  seems  to  preserve 
very  uniibrmly. 

Of  Tns  Datb  ov  the  Appalachian  Axes. 

It  has  been  stated  already,  that,  excepting  in  one  or  two  locali- 
ties, the  Appalachian  formations  constitute  an  unbroken  succession 
of  conforming  strata,  from  the  lowest  members  of  the  svstem,  w^hich 
repose  immediately  on  the  primary  or  metamorphic  rocks,  to  the 
highest  of  the  carboniferous  strata.  We  must  therefore  conclude, 
that  the  elevatory  actions,  which  lifted  the  entire  chdn  above  the 
level  of  the  ancient  sea,  and  impressed  upon  it  those  symmetrical 
features  of  structure  which  we  nave  described,  could  not  have  be- 
gun, at  least  with  any  degree  ot  iutensity,  until  the  completion  of 
the  carboniferous  formation.  That  the  principal  movement  imme- 
diately succeeded  the  termination  of  this  period  of  gradual  opera- 
tions, or  more  properly  arrested  the  further  progress  of  the  coal- 
formation,  is,  we  think,  clearly  proved,  by  the  fact,  that  nowhere  do 
we  meet  with  any  strata,  referable  to  the  next  succeeding  or  new 
red  saudstone  period,  overlying  the  highest  rocks  apnertaining  to 
the  coal ;  and  it  can  scarcely  be  supposed,  that  throughout  so  vast 
an  area,  embracing  several  enormous  basins,  in  which  the  upper  car- 
boniferous rocks  have  been  preserved,  all  traces  of  that  newer 
group,  if  deposited,  should  have  been  so  entirely  swept  away,  as  not 
to  have  left  its  fragments  even  in  any  part  of  the  wide  tracts  over 
which  the  coal-rocks  are  spread.  An  additional  reason  for  believ- 
ing that  the  elevation  and  nexure  of  the  strata  did  not  take  place  as 
late  as  the  era  of  the  new  red  sandstone,  is  to  be  found  in  the  re- 
markably undisturbed  manner  in  which  a  set  of  rocks  of  the  age, 
approximately  at  least,  of  the  European  new  red  group,  rest  nncon- 


formably  on  the  axes  which  traverse  the  Appalachian  formations. 
All  the  geological  relations  of  these  overlying  rocks,  occupying  a 
very  proiooged  belt  to  the  southeast  of  all  the  carboniferous  strata, 
but  especially  those  of  their  organic  remains,  would  seem  to  ally 
them  closely  to  the  new  red  sandstone  group  of  Europe,  and  prob- 
ably to  its  newest  division.  Extending  almost  continuously  in  a 
narrow  belt  from  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut,  to  beyond  the 
southern  boundary  of  Virginia,  these  strata  neither  contain  any 
axes  of  elevation,  nor  do  they  exhibit  even  a  conformity  of  strike 
with  the  neighbouring  Appalachian  and  metaroorphic  rocks;  and, 
although  they  repose,  throughout  a  great  part  of  the  belt,  immedi- 
ately on  the  folded  and  inverted  older  strata,  they  furnish  not  the 
slightest  indication  of  having  been  disturbed  by  the  movements 
which  produced  the  numerous  axes  beneath.  We  may  hence  confi- 
dently infer,  that  the  great  undulations  which  elevated  those  older 
formations,  from  the  metamorphic  to  the  carboniferous  rocks  inclu- 
sively, were  antecedent  to  the  deposition  of  these  newer  beds,  and 
therefore  that  the  age  of  the  axes  has  been  correctly  determined  to 
be  antecedent  to  the  commencement  of  the  new  red  sandstone 
period. 

That  few  or  none  of  the  principal  AppnTachian  axes  originated 
before  the  last  of  the  coal  strata  were  deposited,  is  demonstrably 
proved  by  the  almost  universal  conformity  or  parallelism  of  all  the 
strata.  It  is  only  necessary  to  consult  the  several  sections  appended 
to  this  paper,  to  recognize  the  important  fact,  that  from  tlie  earliest 
to  the  latest  of  these  Palaeozoic  rocks,  extending  probably  some- 
what further  back  than  the  Silurian  formations  of  Europe,*  and 
terminating  with  the  last  layers  of  the  coal,  no  permanent  flexures 
or  other  disturbances  of  the  crust  occurred,  to  interrupt  this 
continuous  and  amazingly  prolonged  succession  of  parallel  de- 
posits. 

In  thus  confining  the  era  ot  the  principal  movement  which  ele- 
vated the  Appalacliian  chain  to  a  comparatively  short  period,  at  the 
very  close  of  the  carboniferous  formation,  we  are  far  from  implying 
that  a  few  local  elevations,  and  many  minor  oscillations  of  the  surface, 
unattended  by  permanent  flexures,  did  not  occur  previously  to  this 
final,  and  beyond  all  comparison,  most  energetic  effort  of  the  subter- 
ranean forces.  The  unconformable  superposition  locally,  of  the  Hel- 
derberg  strata,  upon  the  Hudson  river  slates,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
town  of  Hudson,  is  a  suflBcient  evidence  that  even  at  an  early  period 
in  the  history  of  the  Appalachian  formations,  this  part  of  the  region 
was  disturbed  by  a  conMerahle  movement  of  the  strata  already  de- 
posited ;  and  there  are  indications  that  similar  agitations  of  the  Ap- 
palachian territory,  but  to  a  much  feebler  extent,  were  experienced 
at  the  same  and  at  other  periods,  during  the  progress  of  these  for- 
mations. But,  with  the  single  local  exception  spoken  of,  none  of 
these  disturbances  appear  to  have  interrupted,  however  partially, 

*  See  a  paper  by  Conrad,  in  Journal  Academy  of  Notural  Science,  vol.  8, 
part  21. 
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the  perfect  general  coDformitj  of  the  strata  throagbont  the  whole 
Appalachian  system.  The  occurrence  of  feeble  movements,  from 
time  to  time,  in  the  earlier  ages  of  the  long  Appalachian  period,  is 
clearly  proved  by  the  presence  of  fragments  of  older  strata,  en- 
closed in  the  next  succeeding  beds,  and  also  by  the  coarseness  of  the 
materials  of  which  some  of  the  formations  largely  consist.  The 
phenomena  of  the  coal-measures,  at  the  same  time,  go  to  show,  as 
one  of  us  has  attempted  to  argue  in  another  paper,  that  these  move- 
ments continued  to  increase  in  frequency  and  power  as  the  Appa- 
lachian period  drew  near  its  termination ;  the  entire  coal-formation 
being  the  result  of  alternate  quiet  accumulations,  and  sudden  parox- 
ysmal movements,  terminating  in  that  stupendous  train  of  actions, 
which  lifted  the  whole  Appalachian  chaiu  from  the  bed  of  the 
ancient  sea. 

The  obvious  agreement  in  point  of  date,  between  this,  which 
was  incomparably  the  most  energetic  and  extensive  change  in  the 
physical  structure  of  North  America,  and  the  wide-spread  revolu- 
tion, which  raised  the  European  coal  strata  from  the  aqueous  bed 
in  which  they  were  deposited,  is  a  result  of  the  highest  interest  in 
the  comparative  geology  of  the  two  continents.  It  would  seem 
that  the  movement  which  produced  so  general  and  sudden  a  cessa- 
tion to  the  progress  of  the  coal  strata,  led  to  grander  changes  in  the 
earth's  surface  than  any  disturbance  since.  Those  displacements  of 
land  and  sea,  which  severally  terminated  the  Silurian  anil  Devonian 
systems  in  Northern  Europe,  great  as  they  truly  appear,  were,  after 
all,  but  local  events ;  not  extending,  except  in  their  indirect  conse- 
quences, to  the  distant  Appalachian  shores,  and,  it  would  seem, 
hardly  to  the  oceanic  tracts  of  the  European  basin  in  Russia.  Over 
how  wide  a  limit  these  movements  were  decidedly  influential  in  the 
organic  world,  must  soon  become  a  problem  of  the  highest  interest 
to  our  science. 

Analogous  Phenomexa  op  Axes  in  other  Couxtbies. 

A  perception  of  the  important  and  novel  bearings  of  the  curious 
laws  of  structure  here  described,  upon  many  points  in  geological 
dynamics,  has  led  us  to  examine,  with  deep  interest,  the  valuable  and 
accurate  labors  of  Fitton,  Martin,  De  la  Beche,  Dumont,  Murchison, 
Sedgwick,  Weaver,  Hopkins,  and  other  eminent  European  geolo- 
gists, in  the  expectation  of  finding  in  the  phenomena  they  describe, 
evidences  of  analogous  laws. 

While  studying,  with  this  view,  such  memoirs,  sections,  and 
maps  as  were  within  our  reach,  we  have  enjoyed  no  small  gratifica- 
tion in  discovering,  what  we  consider  numerous  striking  proofs  of 
the  prevalence  of  similar  structural  features  in  some  of  the  most 
interesting  geological  regions  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  con- 
tinent. 

Among  these  we  would  first  mention  the  peculiarly  interesting 
districts  of  Wales,  to  which  the  admirable  reseaches  of  Messrs. 
Sedgwick  and  Murchison  have,  of  late  years,  imparted  so  high  a  ge- 
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ological  importance.  In  the  beautiful  and  elaborate  work  of  the 
latter  geologist,  the  publication  of  which  forms  one  of  the  great 
eras  in  geological  science,  we  think  we  discern  very  distinct  proofs 
that  the  Cambrian  and  Silurian  axes  of  Wales  possess  similar  struc- 
tural features  with  those  of  our  Appalachian  chain.  While  the 
older  strata  of  the  Berwyn  mountains,  as  described  by  Mr.  Murchi- 
son  (Silurian  System),  would  seem,  by  their  altered  character,  and 
frequently  inverted  dips,  to  mark  a  close  proximity  to  one  of  the 
great  lines  of  disturbance  of  the  district,  that  lying  towards  the 
northwest,  from  which  has  been  propagated  a  combined  uplifting 
and  tangential  force ;  the  contour  of  the  undulations,  lying  more 
towards  the  soutlieast,  when  unaffected  by  faults  or  local  disrupting 
action,  exhibits  a  general  conformity  to  our  law  of  a  steepening 
flexure,  on  the  side  towards  which  the  movement  has  proceeded. 
As  illustrations  of  this  law,  we  would  beg  to  refer  the  reader  to  a 
few  of  the  beautiful  sectioas  appended  to  Mr.  Murchison^s  work  on 
the  Silurian  System. 

First.  Plate  81,  flg.  5.  Section  across  the  Ludlow  and  Brecon 
anticlinal,  exposing  the  valley  of  elevation  of  Wigmore  lake. 

Second.  Plate  34,  fig.  8.  This  exhibits,  to  the  northwest,  the 
lower  Silurian  an  end^  for  some  distance  from  its  contact  with  the 
Cambrian,  after  which  it  passes  by  a  bold  sigmoid  flexure,  in  which 
the  southeast  dips  are  very  steep^  beneath  the  upper  Silurian. 

Third.  Plate  34,  fig.  7.  Shows,  on  the  nortnwest,  inverted  JUj^ 
ure9  or  foldings^  in  the  Llandeilo  flags,  then  steep  southeast  dipping 
Caradoo  sandstone,  and  following  this,  the  Upper  Silurian  and  the 
Old  red,  with  gradually  diminishing  dips.  FigJ  6,  of  the  same  plate, 
presents  analogous  phenomena,  though  they  are  less  distinct. 

Fourth.  Plate  34,  fig.  9.  Displays  an  inverted  and  folded  fle^ 
ure^  succeeded  by  steep  southeast  dips,  in  the  flagstones  of  the 
Cambrian,  following  which  are  two  normal  arche»  in  the  lower 
Silurian. 

To  these  Sections  may  be  added  the  Vignette,  pajyo  359,  present- 
ing an  axis  in  the  Cambrian  rocks  of  Caermarthensliire. 

In  the  eastern  portion  of  this  district,  bordering  the  Malvern 
hills,  the  flexures  would  appear  to  be  related,  according  to  the  same 
law,  to  the  great  line  of  elevating  action,  extending  in  a  north  and 
south  direction  through  that  region.  The  steeper  sides  of  the  arches 
are  now  towards  the  tre«f,  and  the  lower  rocks  are  often  overturned, 
so  as  to  dip  towards  the  east,  thus  exhibiting  a  direction  of  flexure, 
nearly  opposite  to  that  of  the  strata  near  the  Berwyn  chain. 

As  examples  of  these  phenomena,  we  would  refer  to  Plate  86, 
fi^,  8,  presenting  a  transverse  section  of  the  Malvern  and  Sedbury 
hills,  and  figs.  9,  9b,  10,  of  the  same  plate,  exhibiting  the  structure 
of  the  Woolhope  axis. 

The  same  general  structural  features,  will,  we  confidently  be- 
lieve, be  found  to  prevail  in  the  perplexing  stratification  of  those 
parts  of  Devonshire  and  Cornwall,  which,  of  late  years,  have  drawn 
out  much  earnest  theoretical  discussion  among  British  geologists. 
An  inspection  of  the  sections  accompanying  Sir  U.  DelaBeche^s 


elaborate  Report,  those,  for  example,  from  Combe-martin  to  Bolt- 
liil],  and  from  Linton  to  Bideford,  and  a  careful  examination  of  the 
descriptions  of  this  region,  given  by  him  in  that  work,  and  hy 
Messrs.  Sedgwick  and  Murchison,  in  their  very  able  memoir  **  On 
the  Physical  Structure  and  older  Deposits  of  Devonshire,"  induces 
us  to  venture  the  prediction,  that,  throughout  the  region  to  which 
they  refer,  the  phenomenon  of  folded  axes  will  be  found  of  very 
extensive  occurrence,  and  that  this  folding  and  inversion,  together 
with  the  general  law  of  steepening  flexure  in  a  particular  direction, 
will  explain  the  frequent  rei)etitions  of  certain  groups  of  strata,  and 
assist  in  removing  much  of  the  obscurity  that  still  hangs  round  the 
intricate  geology  of  some  parts  of  that  dibtrict. 

Similar  indications  are,  we  think,  presented  in  the  structure  of 
the  southern  and  southeastern  parts  of  Ireland,  as  described  by 
Weaver,  Griflith,  Hamilton,  and  Austin.  Among  these  may  be  in- 
stanced the  great  predominance  of  southern  dips^  those  to  the  north 
being  only  occasional  and  of  short  continuance;  a  result,  in  our 
view,  naturally  arising  from  a  succession  of  folded  and  steeply  nor- 
mal flexures,  due  to  a  pulsatory  movement  propagated  from  the 
south.  The  evidences  of  such  foldings  and  inversions  are,  we 
tliink,  quite  observable,  in  the  account  given  by  Mr.  Weaver,  of  the 
parallel  bands  and  patches,  in  ^chellon,  of  the  older  limestones, 
while  the  steepened  dip,  and  extensive  folding  and  inversion  among 
the  higher  rocks,  resulting  from  the  same  forces,  are  strongly  im- 
plied in  the  section  given  by  the  same  author,  through  the  Dromagh 
coal-field.*  Similar  phenomena  would  seem  to  be  referred  to,  also, 
by  Mr.  Austin,  when  in  speaking  of  the  neighborhood  of  Water- 
ford,  he  ascribes  the  numerous  contortions  of  schistose  rocks,  con- 
sidered by  him  as  being  of  the  age  of  the  Silurian,  to  exeemte 
lateral  prewure.i 

From  the  delineations  and  descriptions  of  the  structure  of  the 
Alps,  and  more  particularly  of  the  Jura,  which  we  have  met  with, 
we  are  led  to  believe  that  precisely  similar  structural  features  pre- 
vail in  those  disturbed  chains.  The  various  sections,  illustrative  of 
M.  Thurman's  work,  "Essai  sur  les  Soulevements  Jurassiques,"  may 
be  appealed  to  as  furnishing  conclusive  proof,  that  the  axis  planes  of 
the  numerous  parallel  anticlinal  and  synclinal  axes  of  the  Jura,  are 
in  every  case  oblique^  and  that  they  dip,  in  a  great  majority  of  in- 
stances, south-southeast,  or  towards  the  Alps. 

Belgium,  and  the  Rhenish  provinces,  seem  to  exhibit  features  of 
structure  strikingly  analogous  to  those  of  our  Appalachian  chain; 
and  we  think  we  do  not  go  too  far,  when  we  affirm,  that  in  those 
*'  extraordinary  derangements  and  disturbances,"  and  those  **  almost 
incredible  phenomena  of  dislocation,  contortion,  and  inversion,"  re- 
ferred to  by  Dr.  Buckland,  as  having  been  so  ably  elucidated  by 
M.  Dumont,  we  clearly  recognize  some  of  the  general  laws  described 

*  Bee  Memoir  on  the  Gcolojorical  Relations  of  the  South  of  Ireland,  by 
ThoB.  Weaver,  Esq.    Trans.  Gcol.  Soo.  Lond.,  2d  Series,  vol.  V. 
t  See  proceedings  of  the  Geol.  Soc,  London,  No.  74. 
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in  tbis  paper,  and  made  familiar  by  onr  researcbes  in  tbe  Appa- 
lachian belt.  On  this  head  we  would  refer  to  tbe  observations  of 
Messrs.  Murcbison  and  Sedgwick,  contained  in  their  memoir  "  On 
the  Olassitication  and  Distribution  of  the  Older  Rocks  of  Germany," 
of  which  an  abstract  is  published  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Geologi- 
cal Society  of  London.  These  distinguished  geologists,  when  speak- 
ing of  tbe  groups  of  strata  beneatb  the  lower  Westphalian  limestone, 
thus  describe  the  structure  of  tbe  region  northwest  of  tbe  chain 
of  the  Taunns.  **  For  many  miles  south  of  tbe  undisturbed  range  of 
tbe  lower  Westphalia  limestone,  the  prevailing  dip  is  about  north- 
northwest  ;  tbe  country  round  Seigen  is  regarded  as  a  kind  of  dome 
of  elevation,  composed  of  tbe  lower  part  of  tbis  series ;  for,  still 
further  south,  tbe  dip  is  reversed  to  the  south-southeast,  and  in  a 
traverse  from  Seigen  to  the  Taunus,  across  the  strike,  (a  distance 
of  about  fifty  miles),  tbe  same  dip  is  continued,  with  very  few  in- 
terruptions. Considering  their  higb  inclination,  this  fact  seems  to 
give  an  almost  incredible  thickness  to  the  deposits  in  question.  But 
tbe  vertical  sections  do  not  give  the  order  of  superposition,  for  at 
Dillenburg,  and  on  the  Lahn,  two  great  Devonian  troughs  are  brought 
in  among  tbe  older  strata,  without  any  general  change  of  dip  ;  and 
if  we  accepted  tbe  vertical  sections  as  the  sole  proofs  of  superpo- 
sition, we  must  place  the  Devonian,  and  a  part  of  the  carboniferous 
series,  under  the  chain  of  tbe  Taunus." 

If  we  are  correct  in  our  interpretation  of  tbe  pbenomena  here 
described,  they  present  an  instance  of  structure  which  is  of  frequent 
occurrence  in  the  Appalachian  belt,  where  tbe  rocks  of  the  south- 
eastern portion  of  a  synclinal  flexure,  are  folded  over  into  south- 
eastern or  inverted  dips,  or  where  the  axis-planes  of  both  anticlinal 
and  synclinal  flexures  are  inclined  very  obliquely  to  the  horizon, 
dipping  in  parallel  directions  to  the  southeast.  Tbe  chain  of  tbe 
Hundsruck,  and  its  continuation,  the  Taunus,  of  which  they  regard 
the  Quartzite  and  Chlorite  slates  as  "  but  altered  forms  of  a  great 
Silurian  group,  under  the  Eifel  limestone,"  would  thus  appear  to 
occupy  a  similar  position  to  that  of  some  of  the  ridges  on  tbe  south- 
eastern margin  of  the  Appalachian  region,  where  we  meet  with  very 
similar  pbenomena  of  alteration,  accompanied  by  a  large  amount  of 
intrusive  matter,  and  adjacent  to  this,  on  the  northwest,  many  in- 
versions and  foldings  of  the  strata.  Including,  in  one  view,  the  por- 
tions of  Belgium,  tlie  Rhenish  provinces,  the  Westphalian  coal-field, 
and  the  Hundsruck,  Taunus,  and  Hartz  ranges,  described  by  those 
geologists  as  displaying  an  extended  series  of  Cambrian,  Silurian, 
and  Devonian  strata,  we  are  strongly  of  opinion,  that  tbe  relations 
of  dip  which  they  present,  will  be  found  reducible,  in  great  part, 
to  tbe  laws  of  structure  we  have  endeavored  to  develope,  and  fairly 
referable  to  a  similar  undulatory  movement  directed  towards  the 
northwest. 

From  the  observations  of  Dr.  Fitton,  on  the  structure  of  the 
Wealden  and  associated  formations,  as  detailed  in  bis  admirable 
memoir  on  the  Strata  below  the  Chalk,  and  likewise  from  the  more 
recent  investigations,  in  tbe  same  region,  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  which 
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a  snmmarj  is  to  he  seen  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Geological  Soci- 
ety of  London,  for  1841,  it  wonid  appear,  that  in  the  districts  of 
the  Wealden  and  Bas  Bonlonnais,  the  numerous  axes  observe  a 
curved  form,  and  are  nevertheless  parallel  to  one  another.  Mr. 
Hopkins,  after  describing  several  of  these  flexures,  states,  tliat  "  all 
these  lines  preserve  a  remarkable  parallelism  with  each  other,  and 
with  the  curved  central  axis  of  the  district."  It  would  further  appear, 
from  the  observations  of  these  distinguished  geologists,  unless  we 
have  given  an  erroneous  interpretation  to  their  sections  and  de- 
scriptions, that  a  great  number,  if  not  all  of  these  axe&  present  a 
much  steeper  dip  on  one  side  than  on  the  other,  ana  that  this 
stronger  inflection  generally  occurs  on  the  same,  to  wit,  the  northern 
tide.  Speaking  of  the  line  from  Famham  to  Seven -oaks,  Mr.  Hop- 
kins uses  these  words :  '^  It  is  a  line  of  flexure,'^  with  a  great  dip  to 
the  north,  but  without  the  corresponding  dip  to  the  south,  neces- 
sary to  form  an  anticlinal  arrangement,  except  in  one  or  two  lo- 
calities. Towards  the  west,  it  runs  immediately  at  the  foot  of  the 
Hogsback,  with  a  dip,  which,  near  its  western  extremity,  amounts 
to  seventy  or  eighty  degrees."  "Tracing  it  towards  the  east," 
he  adds,  that,  '*  at  some  points  the  line  assumes  a  distinct  anticlinal 
character." 

Dr.  Fitton,  in  describing  the  interior  of  Kent  (page  134  and  135), 
gives  several  drawings  of  sections  of  this  or  an  adjoining  axis,  in  all 
of  which  the  predominance  of  the  dip  on  the  northern  side  is  dis- 
tinctly marked.  Alluding  to  one  of  these  sections,  he  says:  "Both 
sides  of  the  saddle  are  visible  within  a  few  paces ;  the  beds  on  the 
north  rising  at  an  angle  of  about  sixty  degrees,  while  on  the  south, 
they  decline  at  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees."  As  illustrating  the 
same  law,  we  would  more  particularly  refer  to  the  following  colored 
sections  appended  to  Dr.  Fitton^s  memoir : 

First.  The  section  across  the  Weald,  from  the  South  Downs, 
Western  Sussex,  to  the  Surrey  hills.  In  this,  the  dip,  on  the  northern 
side  of  the  great  axis,  is  represented  as  slightly  greater  than  on  the 
southern  side. 

Second.  The  two  combined  sections,  along  the  southeastern  and 
southwestern  coasts  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  The  axis  traversing  this 
island,  and  continued  to  Purbeck,  is  represented  on  the  map  accom- 
panying the  memoir  of  Dr.  F.,  as  parallel  with  that  of  the  Weald. 
The  sections  referred  to  cross  this  axis,  and  exhibit  a  much  greater 
steepness  of  dip  on  the  northern  than  on  the  southern  side. 

Third.  The  three  sections  across  the  vale  of  Wardour,  trans- 
verse to  the  axis  of  that  region.  In  all  of  these,  the  preponderance 
of  dip  on  the  northern  side  is  very  great. 

This  series  of  curved  or  undulating  axes,  which  are,  in  the  main, 
parallel  to  each   other,  would  thus  appear  to  manifest  laws  of 

♦  By  the  term  flexure,  as  explained  by  the  phrase  onesided  taddlet^  used 
in  the  same  connection,  wo  infer  the  autlior  to  mean,  what  we  denominate  o6- 
lifuejlexuret,  while  he  restricts  the  term  anticlinal,  to  those  bondings  which 
give,  approximately,  equal  dips  on  the  opposite  sidca. 
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strncture,  strictlj  analogous  to  those  of  our  Appalachian  region ; 
and  they  serve  still  further  to  confirm  us  in  our  belief  of  tlie  preva- 
lence of  similar  features,  among  the  flexures,  in  all  regions  of  ex- 
tensive disturbance,  as  well  as  to  increase  our  reliance  on  the  just- 
ness of  the  theoretical  views  by  which  we  have  attempted  to  ex- 
plain them. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  express  our  belief,  founded  on  the 
plienomena  referred  to  in  this  memoir,  and  on  numerous  similar 
geological  facts,  of  recent  as  well  as  ancient  date,  which  cannot  be 
mentioned  in  this  place,  that  all  great  ttaroxysmal  actions^  from  the 
earliest  epochs,  to  the  present  time,  nave  been  accompanied  by  a 
vxvoe-like  motion  of  the  earth's  crwt. 


THE    AGE 


COAL  ROCKS  OF  EASTERN  VIRGINIA. 


On  the  Age  of  the  Coal  Rocks  of  Eastern  Vibginia. 


Fftoii  Tbanbaotiokb  of  tub  Abbociatiom  or  Amkeican  Gkoixksutb  utd  Natusaubts, 

1840-1S42. 

The  formation  here  referred  to,  overspreads  parts  of  Chesterfield, 
Powhatan,  Amelia,  Henrico,  Hanover,  and  Goochland  oonnties,  ly- 
ing in  basins  of  granite  and  gneiss,  the  principal  coal  seams  being 
separated  bj  only  a  few  feet,  and  sometimes  by  bat  a  few  inches, 
of  carbonaceous  shale  from  the  floor  of  primary  rock.  In  some 
places  near  the  eastern  margin  of  the  field,  where  it  has  been  most 
extensively  explored,  the  thickness  of  this  group  of  strata  is  about 
eight  hundred  feet,  but  towards  the  centre  of  tne  principal  basin  it 
is  probably  somewhat  greater.  Throughout  much  of  this  depth  the 
strata  consist  of  coarse  grits,  composed  of  the  materials  of  granite, 
so  little  worn  as  to  have  the  aspect  of  this  rock  in  a  decomposing 
state.  The  coal,  which  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  field  is  divided 
into  two  and  sometimes  three  distinct  seams,  separated  by  consider- 
able intervals  of  slates  and  grits,  but  all  comprised  within  the  lowest 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  the  series,  is  in  the  more  productive 
region,  south  of  the  James  river  in  Chesterfield  county,  collected  to- 
gether into  one  immense  stratum,  which,  though  of  very  variable 
thickness,  may  be  generally  stated  at  from  twenty  to  forty  feet.* 

The  curious  circumstance,  of  the  grits  and  coul-bearing  strata  of 
this  region  resting  immediately  on  a  floor  of  granitic  and  gneissoid 
rock,  appears  early  to  have  attracted  notice,  and  connected  with  the 
fact,  that  the  coarser  sandstones  are  but  the  recemented  materials  of 
the  adjoining  primary  masses,  almost  unmarked  by  aqueous  wearing, 
seems  to  have  led  to  the  prevailing  belief  of  the  very  nigh  geological 
antiquity  of  these  deposits.  Such  considerations,  and  others,  chiefly 
lithological,  would  appear  to  have  formed  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
distinguished  pioneer  of  American  Geology,  Maclure,  founded  his  ref- 
erence of  this  remarkable  series  of  grits  and  carbonaceous  strata,  to 

*  For  a  particular  account  of  the  boundaries  and  contents  of  this  coal  field, 
the  composition  of  its  numerous  varieties  of  coal,  and  other  details,  see  Re- 
ports of  Geological  Survev  of  Virginia  for  1886, 1840.  Also,  "  Memoir  of  )i 
Section  passing  through  tne  Bituminous  Coal  Field  near  Richmond,"  by  Rich- 
ard C.  Taylor.  A  more  copious  and  accurate  acoount  will  hereafter  appear  in 
the  Final  Report  on  the  Geology  of  the  State. 
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the  period  of  the  old  red  sandstone.  More  recently ,  Mr.  R.  C.  Taylor, 
in  an  interesting  paper  relating  to  this  region,  in  the  Transactions 
of  the  Geological  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  expresses  himself  as 
^'  rather  inclined  to  assign  this  independent  coal  formation  to  the 
transition  carboniferous  deposits,  than  to  the  secondary  class,  ^*  un 
the  ground  of  the  absence  of  any  '*  analogy  "  between  it  and  the 
latter,  *'  throughout  the  whole  series  of  superincumbent  strata.^' 

The  further  explorations  in  this  region,  made  in  the  course  of 
the  Geological  Survey  of  the  State,  aided  by  new  and  extended 
mining  operations,  having  brought  to  light,  more  clearly  than  be- 
fore, many  interesting  organic  remains,  chiefly  of  vegetable  origin, 
have  afforded  me  the  opportunity  of  accumuIatTng  important  data 
for  determining  the  epoch  of  this  isolated  and  remarkable  coal  forma- 
tion. In  the  absence  of  such  a  guide,  and  judging  by  lithological 
indications  alone,  perhaps  no  more  probable  conclusion  would  have 
been  reached  on  this  subject,  than  that  of  the  able  geologists  whose 
names  have  just  been  mentioned. 

These  vegetable  remains,  as  a  grovp,  bear  a  striking  resemblance 
to  those  which  accompany  the  Oolite  coal  of  Brora,  Whitby,  and 
other  European  localities.  Some  of  them,  as,  Eqvuetum  eolvmnare^ 
Calamites  aranaceus^  Pecopteri»  Whitbiensis^  Peeopteru  Munsteriana 
and  Lycapodites  uneifolius^  are,  I  think,  specifically  the  same  with 
the  European  fossils,  while  the  rest,  among  which  are  Teenioptfrit 
magn\folia^  an  unnamed  Peeopteris,  and  two  or  perhaps  three 
species  of  Zamites^  are  very  closely  allied  to  certain  species  of  the 
same  genera,  found  in  connection  with  the  Oolite  coal  of  Yorkshire, 
Sunderlandshire,  and  other  places  in  Europe. 

The  most  abundant  of  these  remains  are,  the  Egvisetum  eolwn' 
narsy  also  said  to  exist  in  great  profusion  at  Brora  and  Whitby;  a 
large  species  of  Zamitesf  hereafter  to  be  noticed;  and  a  magnificent 
TaniopteriSy  (T.  magnifolia^)  very  closely  analogous  to  T,  tittata 
and  1\  Mitamin^a  of  the  Yorkshire  and  Sunderlandshire  formation. 
These  four  being  found  in  vast  numbers  immediately  upon,  and  in- 
terlarainated  with  the  coal,  where  it  is  slaty,  would  appear  to  have 
furnished  the  principal  materials  of  the  stratum.  No  remains  bear- 
ing any  resemblance  to  Stigmaria  have  been  discovered  either  in  the 
soft  carbonaceous  slates  beneath,  above,  or  in  the  midpt  of  the  seams, 
or  in  the  other  slaty  and  gritty  strota  of  the  series. 

With  such  a  striking  agreement,  as  regards  not  only  the  general 
character  of  the  vegetation,  but  the  individual  plants,.be1onging  to 
the  rocks  now  under  consideration,  and  those  of  the  Oolite  coal  of 
Europe,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  they  were  formed  during  the 
same  or  very  nearly  the  same  geological  period,  and  I  therefore  feel 
no  hesitation  in  referring  the  coal  0/  Eastern  Virginia  to  a  place  in 
the  Solite  system  on  the  same  general  parallel  with  the  earhonqreous 
beds  of  Whitby  and  Brora — that  is,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Oolite 
group. 

This  determination  possesses,  I  conceive,  no  small  degree  of  in- 
terest in  its  connection  with  our  geology  generally,  inasmuch  as  it 
supplies  a  very  important  link  in  the  great  geological  succession  of 
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ibrmations,  which  had  not  previonsly  been  discovered  anywhere  with- 
in the  United  States.  Nor  is  its  importance  less,  when  connected  with 
the  striking  discovery  of  Capt.  Grant,  of  an  Oolite  coal-series  in  the 
opposite  hemisphere,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Indus,  some  of  the 
fossils  of  which  appear  to  be  almost  identical  with  plants,  from  the 
Virginia  ooal  rockjs,  hereafter  to  be  described.*  With  these  dis- 
coveries in  view,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  the  fossil  ^ra  of 
even  the  middle  geological  periods  has  sufficient  uniformity  of  char- 
acter, even  in  opposite  parts  of  the  globe,  to  furnish  a  very  useful 
guide  in  the  comparison  and  identification  of  great  geological 
groups. 

Of  Animal  remaifis,  so  abundant  in  the  Oolite  generally,  the 
only  traces  yet  discovered  in  the  Oolite  coal  series  of  Virginia  con- 
sist of  tseth  apparently  Saurian,  recently  found  by  me  in  and  a  little 
above  one  of  the  coal  seams  in  the  northern  part  of  the  district, 
and  the  scales  and  sometimes  entire  impressions  of  a  slightly 
Heteroeercal  fish,  referred  to,  doubtingly,  by  Mr.  Nuttall,t  many 
years  ago,  and  lately  examined  and  named  by  our  able  ichthyologist, 
Mr.  Pwedtield. 

The  coarser  rocks,  lying  above  the  carbonaceous  strata,  and  form- 
ing the  greater  part  of  the  thickness  of  the  series,  contain  very  few 
organic  remains,  and  those  in  so  imperfect  a  condition  as  to  have 
little  or  no  value  for  purposes  of  comparison.  There  are,  however, 
strong  reasons  for  believing  that  these  strata,  by  a  gradual  transi- 
tion, pass  upwards  into  the  series  of  felspathic  sandstones,  described 
in  my  Report  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  Virginia  for  1840,  under 
the  title  of  Upper  Secondary  Strata,  The  latter,  considered  by 
Messrs.  Taylor  and  Olemson,  as  of  "secondary  origin,  perhaps 
coeval  with  the  Oolites,^'  have  since  been  referred  by  myself  and 
Prof.  H.  D.  Rogers,  to  the  upper  part  of  the  Oolite  series,  so  that 
this  great  division  of  the  geulogical  column,  though  still  perhaps 
very  imperfectly  represented  in  the  United  States,  comprises  a  thick- 
ness of  considerably  more  than  one  thousand  feet  of  strata. 

I  may  here  incidentally  remark,  that  certain  fossils  (Posidonomya 
Keuperi  ?  <6tf.)  which  I  have  recently  found  in  a  particular  division 
of  the  new  red  sandstone  {Middle  Secondary)  of  Virginia,  have  led 
me  to  infer  the  existence  in  that  formation,  of  beds  corresponding 
to  the  Keuper  of  Europe.  A  more  particular  account  of  tiiis  dis- 
covery is  reserved  for  a  future  occnsion. 

The  following  descriptions  of  .some  of  the  principal  fossil  plants, 
found  in  connection  with  the  Oolite  coal  of  eastern  Virginia,  are 
the  results  of  a  careful  comparison  of  the  specimens  with  the  figures 
and  descriptions  of  analogous  fossils,  in  Sternberg,  Brongniart, 
Brown,  Lindley  and  Ilutton,  Phillips,  and  the  Memoirs  of  Murchi- 
son.  Grant,  and  others  relating  to  the  subject.  These,  with  others 
not  yet  ready  for  the  press,  will,  I  trust,  fully  sustain  my  conclusion 

*  See  "  Memoir  to  illustrate  a  Geological  Maj)  of  Cutch."  By  C.  W.  Grant, 
Esq.,  Trans.  Geol.  Sec.,  Lond.,  Vol.  v..  2nd  series. 

t  See  Trans.  Acad.  Nat.  Sciences,  Pniladclphia,  Vol.  2. 
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as  to  the  ago  of  the  remarkahle  coal-formatioD  under  considera- 
tion. 

The  details  which  they  include,  though  inconsistent  with  the 
elegance  of  technical  description,  together  with  the  accompanying 
Plate,  will,  it  is  he]ieved,  facilitate  a  just  comparison  of  these  fossils 
with  those  of  the  Oolite  coal-formation  elsewhere. 


Fossil  Plants   of  the  Oolite  Coal  Rocks  of  Eastesn  Vib- 

GINIA. 

Equisetum  columnaee.    Brongut 

Onejhgonaium  earbonarium,  Eoenig.  Equisdites  eolumnaris.  Stern- 
berg. 

The  fossil  referred  to  under  this  title,  occurs  very  abundantly 
in  certain  slaty  und  argillaceous  rocks  met  with  at  nearly  all  the  open- 
ings in  the  coal-fields,  both  north  and  south  of  the  James  river,  and 
appears  to  have  formed  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  the  material  of 
the  coal  beds.  The  specimens  in  the  slaty  rock  are  generally  flat- 
tened out  parallel  with  the  laminse  of  the  slate,  and  from  the  con- 
version of  the  vegetable  matter  into  coal,  give  rise  to  alternations 
of  coal  and  slaty  material,  sometimes  as  numerous  as  thirty  in  an 
inch.  On  one  of  these  masses  of  slate  in  my  collection,  there  is  a 
beautiful  impression  of  a  part  of  the  Equisetum^  about  fifteen  inches 
long,  and  where  widest,  seven  inches  broad,  comprising  ten  distinct 
articulations,  the  intervals  of  which  regularly  diminish  from  one 
extremity  of  the  fossil  to  the  other.  Specimens  of  this  fossil  are 
also  met  with  in  a  dark  bituminous  clay,  and  a  light  brownish,  soft 
sandstone,  both  of  which  occupy  a  place  near  the  coal.  In  these 
the  rotundity  of  the  stems  is  pretty  well  preserved,  the  rocks  im- 
bedding them  being  destitute  of  the  laminated  structure. 

The  flattened  as  well  ns  the  convex  impressions  agree  exactly 
with  the  figures  appended  to  Murchison's  Memoir  on  Uie  coal  field 
of  Brora,  Trans.  Geol.  Soc.  of  Lond.,  Vol.  11,  Part  If,  and  corre- 
spond in  every  particular  with  the  description  of  the  Brora  fossil  as 
given  by  Koenig  in  this  memoir.  The  *'  acute  regular  furrows  of 
various  lengths,  gradually  diminishing  in  width,  and  running  out 
into  linear  grooves,'*  and  "  the  elevated  rays  or  ribs  having  a  pretty 
acute  ridge,  and  gradually  tapering  into  a  fine,  more  or  less  length- 
ened raised  line,"  referred  to  by  Koenig,  as  impressions  produced  by 
the  flattened  stem  of  the  Oncylogonatum^  and  represented  in  figures 
3  and  4,  of  Mr.  Murchison's  Memoir,  are  facsimiles  of  the  Virginia 
fossil,  as  it  occurs  in  iimnmerable  layers  in  the  slaty  rocks,  or  is 
impressed  on  the  parting  surfaces  of  some  varieties  of  the  coal. 
Nor  is  the  resemblance  less  perfect  between  the  uncompressed  form 
of  the  Brora  fossil^ as  represented  in  figures  1  and  2  of  the  Memoir, 
and  the  cylindrical  jointed  stems  marked  near  the  joints  with  simi- 
lar grooves  and  ribs,  already  alluded  to  as  occurring  in  certain  soft 
sandstones  and  argillaceous  beds  in  the  Virginia  localities.    I  have 
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therefore  no  hesitation  in  oonsidering  the  Virginia  fossil  as  identical 
with  that  of  Brora,  as  well  as  with  that  referred  to  hy  Prof.  Phil- 
lips in  his  Geology  of  Yorkshire,  as  occurring  in  the  sandstone  at 
High  Whitby,  and  recognized  by  him  to  be  the  Brora  fossil.  Guided 
by  the  authority  of  Brongniart,  who  describes  specimens  from 
Brora,  Whitby,  and  other  European  localities,  I  shall  hereafter  speak 
of  our  fossil  as  the  I^uitetum  eolumnare. 

In  all  the  British  localities  of  this  fossil,  as  Whitby,  Haibume, 
Wyke,  and  Brora,  it  occurs  in  connection  with  carbonaceous  beds 
appertaining  to  the  Unoer  Oolite.  In  the  neighborhood  of  Balbronn, 
Gemonvel,  Studtgard,  and  other  localities  on  the  Continent^  it  is 
found  in  geological  connections  less  certainly  determined,  but  which 
Brongniart  inters  to  be  the  same  as  those  in  which  it  occurs  in 
Great  Britain.  In  closing  his  account  of  this  fossil,  Brongniart 
says:  ^'In  England,  where  the  secondary  fonnations  have  been  so 
well  studied,  no  trace  of  this  plant  has  yet  been  found  in  the  lias,  or 
in  the  more  ancient  beds,  or  in  the  Oxford  clay  and  more  recent 
formations ;  nor  does  any  thing  in  the  Stonesfield  limestone  or  Til- 
gate  limestone,  indicate  the  presence  of  this  plant,  which  we  may 
there/are  consider  as  characterizing  the  lower  heds  of  the  Jura  lime" 
eUme  "  (the  Lower  Oolite.) 

EqUISETUM   ABUNBINIFOBMB. 

Tlie  fossil  for  wliich  the  above  title  is  provisionally  proposed, 
bears  a  close  resemblance  to  the  stem  of  a  common  reed,  bruised 
and  flattened  by  pressure.  The  most  perfect  specimen  in  ray  pos- 
session is  on  a  light  gray,  slightly  micaceous  slate.  The  stem,  which 
is  flattened  out,  is  fifteen  inches  long,  and  two  and  a  half  to  three 
inches  wide,  divided  by  joints  about  four  inches  asunder.  The  sur- 
face, though  entirely  destitute  of  regular  ribs  or  striee,  is  marked, 
especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the  joints,  with  low,  short,  triangular 
plicatures,  apparently  due  to  compressing  action.  At  the  joints, 
which  are  beautifully  distinct,  ana  over  much  of  the  surface,  the 
slaty  matter  is  covered  with  a  siliceous  coating  of  a  lighter  color 
and  much  greater  hardness  than  the  body  of  the  rock,  derived  ap- 
parently from  the  joints  and  epidermis  of  the  plant. 

The  lower  and  toothless  joint,  in  Plate  XXXI,  fig.  3,  Sternberg, 
representing  Equisetitee  acutue^  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  this 
fossil,  as  do  also  the  reed-like  stems  represented  along  with  im- 
pressions of  Zamitea  heterophyllus,  in  Plate  XLIII,  figs.  4  and  6, 
Sternberg. 

CALAMriES  ARENAOEXTS.    Bvongn,. 

The  fossil  referred  to  by  this  title  is  frequently  met  with  in  the 
coal  rocks  of  Eastern  Virginia,  occurring  both  in  the  dark  laminated 
slates,  and  in  the  soft,  bluish-gray  sandstones.  In  the  former  po- 
sition it  is  generally  very  much  flattened,  from  compression  between 
the  layers  of  slate;  in  the  latter  it  is  often  quite  cylindrical,  being 
found  in  an  erect  posture  in  the  rock. 
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On  compariDg  some  good  spechnens  in  my  collection  with  Bron- 
gniart*8  figures  and  description  of  6\  arencicetu,  I  am  convinced 
that  oar  fossil  is  of  this  species,  or  one  very  closely  allied  to  it,  and 
that  it  differs  in  many  important  points  from  G,  SueiowiL  The 
calami te  from  Eastern  Virginia,  forwarded  hy  Professor  SiHiman  to 
M.  BroDgniart,  and  hy  the  latter  figured  as  (7.  Suehowii  was  oh- 
viously,  as  he  himself  confesses,  a  very  imperfect  one,  and  as  will 
he  seen  hy  inspecting  his  drawings,  differs  in  many  respects  from 
the  other  specimens,  referred  hy  him  to  the  same  species,  all  of 
which  were  derived  from  tlie  true  carhoniferons  formation.  From 
Brongniart's  drawing  of  the  Virginia  specimen,  and  his  statement 
that  it  is  nearly  or  entirely  destitute  of  tubercles  at  the  Joints,  in 
which  it  strikingly  differs  from  the  tme  G,  Suckoieii,  and  agrees 
with  the  arenaeetts^  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  fossil  figured  hy 
him  as  a  variety  of  G,  Suckowii^  is  the  same  as  that  I  am  now  de- 
Borihing,  and  is  the  true  Calamites  arenaeeus. 

It  may,  perhaps,  he  conjectured,  without  douhting  the  great  skill 
of  this  illustrious  naturalist  in  vegetable  Paleaontology,  that  the 
specimens  from  Wilkesbarre  and  Richmond,  being  presumed  hy  him 
to  have  come  from  the  same  geological  formation,  and  the  very  im- 
perfect condition  of  the  Virginia  specimen  disguising  its  peculiari- 
ties, he  failed  in  bestowing  such  attention  on  the  subject  as  would 
have  assured  him  that  the  two  were  of  different  species. 

According  to  Brougniart,  tlie  G.  arenaeeus  occurs  associated 
with  Equisetum  columnare,  near  Studtgard. 

Calamites  planicostatcs. 

The  fossil  here  referred  to  is  usually  met  with  in  the  slaty  beds  con- 
taining Equisetum  eolumnare,  and  is,  in  some  localities,  quite  as  abun- 
dant as  that  plant  The  best  characterized  specimen  in  my  collection 
has  the  appearance  of  a  flattened  stem,  exhibiting  several  distinct 
articulations,  all  entirely  devoid  of  tubercles.  Throughout  its  whole 
length,  this  impression  is  marked  by  shallow  parallel  grooves, 
slightly  deepening  towards  the  joints,  and  distant  from  one  another 
from  the  fifteenth  to  the  twentieth  of  an  inch.  These  grooves  are 
generally  prolonged  across  the  joints,  so  as  to  be  continuous 
throughout  the  neighboring  divisions  of  the  stem,  suffering  only  a 
slight  flexure  and  lateral  displacement  as  they  cross  the  articulations, 
and  returning  again  to  the  original  line.  The  ribs  or  ridges  between 
the  grooves  are  smooth  and  flat,  excepting  near  the  joints,  where 
they  are  slightly  but  irregularly  convex.  At  many  of  these  joints, 
are  seen  small  circular  scars,  like  the  points  of  insertion  of  leaves, 
arranged  at  intervals  of  about  half  an  inch.  One  or  two  ex- 
tremely fine  striffl  may  generally  be  traced  along  the  middle  of 
each  rib. 

From  the  general  flatness  of  the  impression,  and  the  great  shal- 
lowness of  the  furrows,  it  might  at  first  be  readily  taken  for  a  large 
striated  leaf;  but,  upon  removing  the  coaly  film  which  conceals  the 
articulation,  the  jointed  and  stem-like  nature  of  the  fossil  is  indis- 


651 

tinctlj  shown.  The  great  thiokness  of  the  ooaly  layer  acfjoiniDg  this 
impression  upon  the  surface  of  the  slate,  and  the  number  of  such 
impressions  tband  in  the  layers  of  a  fragment  of  the  rock  only  one 
or  two  inches  thick,  imply  tliat  the  hollow  stem  of  the  plant 
which  produced  them,  was  extremely  thin,  and  easily  compressed. 
Whether  it  was  of  the  same  genus  with  the  plants  whose  fossil 
relics  have  been  arranged  under  the  title  of  calamites,  it  would  be 
impossible  as  yet  to  determine.  As  far  as  may  be  inferred  from 
external  appearances,  it  would  seem  to  be  referable  to  that  group. 
Ranking  it,  therefore,  for  the  present,  with  the  long  list  of  doubtful 
fossils  included  under  this  generic  head,  I  propose  the  specific 
name  of  planicastcUut,  as  descriptive  of  the  remarkable  flatness  of 
its  ribs. 

TifiNIOPTEBIS    MAONITOLIA. 

The  impreesions  of  this  superb  plant  are  found  in  great  numbers 
in  some  of  the  dark  gray  slaty  layers  and  ferruginous  bands  above 
the  coal,  and  even  upon  the  surfaces  or  partings  of  certain  varieties 
of  the  coal  itself.  This  fossil  retains  so  perfectly  the  delicate  mark- 
ings of  the  original  frond,  that  I  have  been  able  to  compare  it  satis- 
factorily with  the  other  species  of  the  same  genus,  figured  and  de- 
scribed by  Brongniart,  PhilHps,  Lindley  and  Button,  and  Sternberg, 
and  have  hence  been  led  to  consider  it  as  a  new  species.  The  partic- 
ulars in  which  it  differs  from  the  Tcmiopteru  Mtata^  Brongn.  and  T. 
Mttaminea  (Presl.)  Sternberg,  the  two  species  which  it  most  nearly 
resembles,  will  appear  from  the  following  description : 

i.  Tke  form  of  the  frond.  Although  among  my  specimens 
there  is  no  large  frond,  in  which  both  the  extremities  are  entire,  the 
numerous  fragments  of  fronds,  exhibiting  the  ends  as  well  as  the 
middle  portions  of  different  leaves,  enable  me  very  satisfactorily  to 
trace  the  figure  of  the  frond,  in  an  advanced  stage  of  growth.  This 
may  be  described  as  oval-lanceolate,  but  with  this  peculiarity,  that 
while  the  upper  or  free  end  is  formed  by  a  gradual  curving  of  the 
margin,  from  the  wide  part  of  the  frond  toward  the  end,  so  as  to 
present  a  very  regular  and  nearly  elliptical  sweep,  the  lower  ex- 
tremity tapers  towards  the  petiole,  in  a  somewhat  irregular  and 
undulating  manner,  and  is  greatly  reduced  in  width  before  it  termi- 
nates. Our  fossil  thus  agrees  with  the  T,  mttata  in  the  elliptical 
outline  of  the  upper  half  of  the  frond,  but  differs  from  it  in  the  un- 
dulating margin  and  more  triangular  form  of  the  part  next  the  peti- 
ole. It  is  also  wider  in  proportion  to  its  length.  It  is  at  once  dis- 
tinguished from  the  T.  seitaminea,  which  in  other  respects  it  very 
closely  resembles,  by  the  apex  of  the  latter  having  a  re-entering,  cor- 
date curvature. 

2,  The  eiee  of  ths  frond,  A  comparison  of  the  smaller  and 
more  perfect  fronds  with  fragments  of  the  larger  ones,  often  amount- 
ing to  one  half  or  three  fourths  of  the  whole,  has  enabled  roe  to 
supply  the  outline  of  the  deficient  portions  of  many  of  the  latter, 
and  has  thus  afforded  data  for  measuring  a  number  of  the  fronds. 
The  following  are  the  dimensions  of  three,  greatly  differing  in  size: 
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Frond  A.    Breadth 2*4  inches. 

Estimated  length  by  several  fragments  14  ^* 
Frond   B.    Breadth 4        " 

Estimated  length 24        ** 

Frond  C.    Breadth 64      " 

Estimated  length 40        " 

The  breadths  here  recorded  were  all  carefully  measured  upon  the 
specimens.  The  length  of  A  was  deduced  from  the  measured  length 
of  a  fragment  twelve  inches  long ;  that  of  B,  from  a  fragment  twenty 
inches  long,  and  that  of  0,  from  several  fragments,  from  six  to 
twelve  inches  long.  The  estimated  lengths  of  A  and  B,  are  proba- 
bly a  little  less  than  the  true  lengths. 

S,  The  Midrib  and  Petiole.  The  Midrib  is  quite  robust,  having, 
in  some  of  the  larger  impressions,  a  width  of  from  one  third  to  one 
half  an  inch,  but  gradually  tapering  towards  the  upper  end,  it  be- 
comes extremely  slender  at  the  apex.  On  the  upper  side  it  is  marked 
by  a  somewhat  deep  groove  and  numerous  parallel  stria.  The  Pet- 
iole is  thick,  rounded  at  the  end,  and  about  one  seventh  the  length 
of  the  frond.  This  slendemess  of  the  midrib  towards  the  upper  end, 
forms  another  feature  of  distinction  between  our  fossil  ana  the  71 
vittata,  as  figured  by  Brongniart,  and  in  this  particular  gives  it  more 
resemblance  to  the  drawing  giveu  by  Lindley  and  Uutton  of  T.  ma- 
jor. 

4,  The  Nemures,  As  in  the  T.  mttata^  T,  seituminea,  and  a  few- 
other  species,  the  nervures  of  our  fossil  are  nearly  or  exactly  at 
right  angles  to  the  midrib.  They  are,  however, /or  more  delicate 
and  numeroue  than  in  T,  vittata.  Moreover,  after  a  careful  exam- 
ination of  the  nervures  of  more  than  twenty  fragments,  I  have  been 
unable  to  discover  more  than  three  or  four  instances  of  their  bifur- 
cation, either  near  the  midrib,  or  at  any  other  part  of  their  length; 
while  on  many  large  and  distinct  specimens,  not  a  single  example 
of  bifurcation  could  be  found.  Simplicity  of  the  nervuree  is,  there- 
fore, to  be  ranked  as  one  of  the  characters  of  our  fossil.  In  the  T, 
i>ittata,  on  the  other  hand,  according  to  Brongniart,  ^^  the  nervures 
are  sometimes  simple,  sometimes  bifurcated  eitlier  towards  the  base, 
the  middle,  or  near  the  extremity ;  '*  and  in  Brongniart^s  figure,  the 
bifurcated  nervures  are  as  numerous  as  the  simple  ones,  the  two  be- 
ing aiTanged  alternately.  In  Sternberg's  definition  of  the  species, 
a  similar  frequency  of  bifurcation  is  implied  by  the  words  *'  tenia 
horisumtalibue  furcatisy  cum  simplieibus  altemantibiis.^^ 

5.  The  position  and  size  of  the  supposed  points  of  Jructifieation, 
On  many  of  the  fronds  of  tlie  Virginia  fossil  an  irregular  row  of 
circular  depi'essions  is  seen,  on  each  side  of  the  midrib,  and  not  un- 
frequently  on  the  midrib  itself.  These  hollows  would  seem,  as  in 
the  vittata^  to  mark  (according  to  Brongniart)  the  position  of  the 
roundish  groups  of  capsules.  They  are,  however,  much  larger  than 
in  that  species,  being  from  one  sixth  to  one  fourth  of  an  inch  in 
diameter,  and  are  placed  at  unequal  intervals  asunder,  and  at  rather 
varying  distances  from  the  midrib. 
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The  peonliarities  above  described,  especially  the  form  and  size  of 
the  frond,  and  the  almost  invariable  singleness  of  the  nervares, 
woald  seem  to  furnish  ample  reasons  for  regarding  the  Virginia  fos- 
sil as  distinct  from  either  the  T,  niUata  or  T,  9citamineay  although 
nearly  allied  to  both.  Looking  upon  it  as  forming  a  new  species,  I 
have  ventured  to  give  it  the  title  of  T,  tneigni/olia. 

T,  magni/olia.  Frond,  varying  from  one  to  six  inches  in  width, 
and  from  seven  to  forty  inches  in  length,  curving  eiliptioally  towards 
apex,  tapering  with  an  undulating  margin  towards  base,  supported 
by  a  thick  petiole  about  one  seventh  the  length  of  the  frond,  and 
rounded  off  at  the  end.  Midrib  thick,  marked  on  the  superior  side 
by  a  somewhat  deep  groove  and  numerous  parallel  lines ;  nervures 
perpendicular  to  midrib;  simple,  or  very  rarely  bifurcated;  parallel, 
distinctly  prominent,  and  numbering,  in  the  large  frond,  from  fifty 
to  sixty  to  an  inch. 

The  genus  TaniopterU^  entirely  unknown  in  the  carboniferous 
formation,  first  makes  its  appearance  in  the  new  red  sandstone, 
and  still  later,  forms,  in  the  lias  and  6olite,  an  important  and  ap- 
parently characteristic  group.  The  species  most  nearly  allied  to 
our  fossil,  namely,  T.  vittata,  T.  seitaminect,  71  major,  and  T.  lati- 
folitkt  appear  to  be  peculiar  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Oolite  and  the 
lias,  either  one  or  all  of  them  being  found  in  this  geological  nosition 
at  Uoer,  Nenewelt,  Whitby,  Scarborough,  Stonestield,  ana  other 
localities. 

Speaking  of  the  rdttata,  Brongniart  says:  "This  fern  is  one  of 
the  most  common  in  the  Jura  formations,  and  may  be  regarded  as 
one  of  the  characteristic  plants  of  our  third  period  of  vegetation. 
From  a  citation  of  localities,  it  appears  that  it  has  already  been 
found  in  widely  distant  places,  and.  that  it  is  especially  abundant  in 
the  Oolite  marls  of  the  coast  of  Yorkshire." 

Pecopteris  WniTBiExsis.  Brongniart, 

Although  fossils  of  the  fern  tribe  are  of  very  rare  occurrence  in 
the  strata  of  which  I  am  now  treating,  I  have  been  fortunate  enough 
to  procure  several  specimens  in  a  gooMd  state  of  preservation.  These 
I  find  to  be  referable  to  three  species,  closely  resembling  if  not  iden- 
tical with  species  found  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Oolite  in  Europe. 
The  fossil  referred  to  under  the  present  head  corresponds  so  well 
with  Brongniart's  figures  and  description  of  P.  Whitbiensis,  tliat, 
notwithstanding  a  slight  disagreement  in  one  or  two  minor  points,  I 
cannot  but  regard  it  as  of  the  same  species. 

The  leaf  is  bi-pinnate,  the  rachis  thick  and  smooth,  the  pinnn 
oblique,  opposite,  straight,  much  prolonged  and  tapering  towards 
the  apex.  The  pinnules  are  contiguous,  but  not  confluent ;  pro- 
tracted at  the  upper  part  of  the  base,  contracted  at  the  lower ;  they 
are  arcuate-acute,  but  less  so  than  in  Brongniart^s  figure  of  P.  Whit- 
biensis.  The  main  nerve,  starting  from  the  midrib  nearly  at  right 
angles,  bends  gradually  upwards,  the  nervules  diverging  slowly  from 
this,  or  springing  from  the  base  near  the  central  nerve,  are  once  and 
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twice  furcated,  and  botb  they  and  the  central  nerye  are  very  deli- 
cate. In  most  of  these  particulars,  it  will  be  seen  that  onr  fossil 
agrees  precisely  with  P.  WhitbienBU,  The  only  points  of  difference 
seem  to  be  a  somewhat  less  acute  termination  of  the  pinnules, 
their  rather  greater  breadth  in  proportion  to  their  lengtli,  and 
their  more  delicate  nervation.  These  disagreements  are,  I  pre- 
sume, too  unimportant  to  separate  the  Virginia  fossil  from  the 
P.  Whiibiensis^  especially  when  so  high  an  authority  as  Sternberg 
has  united  under  this  title  three  of  Brongniart's  species,  presenting 
much  greater  diversities,  namely,  P.  WhiUnensia^  P.  Nehhenns^  P. 
TeneriM. 

The  importance  of  this  fossil,  in  determining  the  age  of  the  strata 
in  which  it  is  found,  may  be  inferred  from  the  statement  of  Brong- 
niart,  that  ^*  this  plant  is  altogether  peculiar  to  the  Jura  formation, 
and  has  no  analogy  with  any  of  those  which  appertain  to  the  true 
carboniferous  system." 

Pecopteris  Munsteriana.    Sternberg, 

Of  the  fossil  here  referred  to,  I  have  met  with  but  one  specimen. 
This  consists  of  a  single  pinna,  with  a  full  array  of  uncommonly 
large,  and  in  general,  distinctly  marked  pinnules.  The  extraordi- 
nary size  of  the  pinnules,  and  their  proximity  and  mode  of  attach- 
ment to  the  rachis,  might  at  first  lead  us  to  regaird  this  fossil  as 
identical  with  the  PeeopterU  iruignis  of  the  Yorkshire  Oolite, 
described  and  figured  by  lindley  and  Button;  but  a  closer  at- 
tention to  the  plan  of  nervation,  and  the  form  and  size  of  the 
fdnnules  of  the  two,  discloses  very  important  points  of  difference, 
n  the  P.  insiffnie^  each  nervure,  at  its  junction  with  the  middle 
nerve,  very  regalarly  divides  into  two  branches.  In  the  Virginia 
fossil,  after  this  forking  at  the  middle  nerve,  there  occurs  a  further 
bifurcation  of  one  or  of  both  the  branches  thus  formed.  The 
pinnules  of  the  P.  infignu  are  larger  than  those  of  our  fossil; 
they  are,  moreover,  of  a  falcated  shape,  while  those  of  the  Virginia 
species  are  nearly  or  quite  straight,  and  have  an  ovate  termination. 
Among  all  the  species  of  Pecopteris  d^scribed  and  figured  by  Stem- 
berg,  Brongniart,  and  Lindley  and  Button,  the  P.  Muntieriana  is 
that  with  which  our  fossil  most  nearly  corresponds.  In  the  shape 
of  the  leaf,  and  its  mode  of  attachment  to  the  rachis,  and  in  the 
peculiar  plan  of  nervation,  as  shown  in  Sternberg's  drawing  of 
P.  Munstericmc^  the  agreement  is  perhaps  as  close  as  could  be  ex- 
pected, even  in  two  specimens  of  the  same  species.  The  only  point 
of  difference  between  them,  appears  to  be  the  greater  size  of  the 
pinnules  in  the  Virginia  fossil.  As,  however,  the  disparity  is  not 
very  great,  and  the  smaller  pinnules  on  the  Virginia  specimens  are 
quite  as  large  as  the  larger  ones  in  Sternberg's  figure,  the  inequality 
may  probably  be  explained  by  difference  of  age  or  of  position  on 
the  leaf. 

According  to  Sternberg,  the  P.  Mvnsteriana  occurs  at  Bullen- 
reit,  near  Baruth,  in  strata,  referred  to  the  Liat. 
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Peoopteris. 

This  specimen  consists  of  several  incomplete  pinnffi,  evidently 
appertaining  to  a  large  Pecopteris,  of  a  different  species  from  either 
of  the  preceding.  The  pinna  are  straight,  regularly  tapering  towards 
the  extremity,  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  main  stem,  and  closely 
crowded  together.  The  pinnules  arranged  alternately  on  the  oppo- 
site sides  of  the  midrib,  are  nearly  perpendicular  to  it,  and  are  attached 
by  the  entire  base,  but  quite  separated  one  from  another,  having  no 
connecting  wing.  The  pinnules,  near  the  base  of  the  pinnce,  preserve 
a  nearly  uniform  breadth,  from  the  attachment  to  near  the  extremity, 
and  are  then  very  bluntly  rounded  off.  Those  more  towards  the 
end  of  the  pinna  are  slightly  tapering,  curve  a  little  upwards,  and 
terminate  acutely.  A  strong  ridge  marks  the  position  of  the  middle 
nerve.  Each  pinnule  is  crowded  with  the  impression  of  Sori^  form- 
ing a  row  of  dote,  or  of  depressions,  from  six  to  twelve  in  number, 
on  each  side  of  the  middle  nerve ;  but  in  no  part  of  the  specimen 
can  the  nervur^  be  distinctly  traced.  Of  the  various  species  figured, 
that  which  seems  most  nearly  to  approach  our  fossil  is  the  Pecop, 
obtuBifolia  of  the  Yorkshire  Oolite,  as  represented  by  Lind.  and 
Hutton,  plate  OLVIII,  figs.  1  and  16.  According  to  the  description 
of  these  authors,  however,  the  Yorkshire  fossil  is  a  much  smaller 
and  more  delicate  plant  than  ours. 

Ltoopodites  WiLLiAMSoNifl.    Brongu,^  Frodromus. 

Lycopodites  uncifoliw.    Phillips's  Yorkshire. 

The  fossil  impressions  referred  to  this  title,  comprising  different 
portions  of  the  plant,  among  which  are  the  head  or  cone,  corre- 
spond in  almost  every  particular  with  the  figure  of  Lyeop.  nnct/o- 
liuSj  given  by  Lindley  and  Hutton,  as  copied  from  Mr.  TV  illiamson. 
"  The  one,  and  sometimes  two,  strongly  marked  ridges  up  the  cen- 
tre of  each  leaf,"  the  **  oppositely  placed  leaves,  with  tlie  smaller 
ones  between,"  the  scales  upon  the  stems,  the  cones  with  **the 
strongly  marked  rhomboidal  spaces  like  scars,"  the  peculiar  claw- 
like form  of  the  leaf,  especially  where  full  grown,  are  all  distinctly 
exhibited  in  the  Virginia  fossil.  Indeed  the  only  points  in  which 
it  seems  at  all  to  differ  from  the  figure  of  L.  unc{foliti»  given  by 
Lindley  and  Hutton,  are,  that  it  is  smaller  in  all  its  dimensions,  has 
apparently  a  less  scaly  stem,  and  has  its  small  leaves  less  shari)ly 
pointed,  and  less  curved  than  the  Yorkshire  fossil.  Considering 
these  minor  differences  as  affording  no  sufScient  grounds  for  rank- 
ing it  as  a  distinct  species,  when  in  other  respects  the  agreement  is 
so  striking,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  regard  it  as  either  identical  with 
the  LyeopoditeB  uneifolitis,  or  as  a  species  closely  allied  to  that  plant. 

Zahites  obtusifolius. 

The  beautiful  fossil  which  I  propose  to  designate  by  this  title,  is 
found  along  with  the  Lyeopodites^  above  described,  in  a  state  of 
good  preservation,  in  a  dark-gray  ai^llaceous  slate,  not  far  above 


656 

the  coal.  It  has  the  form  of  fragments  of  the  lea^  or  pinna,  one  of 
which,  in  my  collection,  tliongh  still  incomplete,  is  aboat  eiglit 
inches  long.  The  impression  of  the  midrib  is  nearly  straight,  gradu- 
ally tapering  towards  the  outer  end  of  tbe  pinna,  and  irregularly 
and  rather  finely  striated.  Tbis,  where  widest,  in  the  larger  pinna 
above  mentioned,  is  about  one  tenth  of  an  inch  across.  The  leaflets 
are  attached  to  the  midrib  by  their  whole  base,  and  where  they  unite 
with  it  are  nearly  in  contact  one  with  another,  but  not  confluent. 
They  are  about  one  tenth  of  an  inch  wide,  preserve  a  nearly  uni- 
form breadth  from  tbe  base  outward,  and  are  bluntly  rounded  off 
at  tbe  extremity.  They  are  from  one  to  two  inches  long,  becoming 
shorter  towards  the  upper  end  of  the  leaf,  and  are  eitlier  straight 
or  slightly  falcated,  l^rom  the  lower  end  of  the  leaf,  to  near  the 
upper,  the  pinnules  are  placed  at  an  angle  of  from  seventy  to  eighty 
degrees  with  tiie  midrib ;  at  the  upper  end  they  make  a  more  acute 
angle.  £ach  pinnule  is  marked  by  from  three  to  six  parallel  veins, 
springing  from  the  midrib,  and  running  to  the  extremity.  As  yet  I 
have  met  with  no  specimen  exhibiting  the  stem  and  pinnss  in  con- 
nection, and  I  am  therefore  unable  to  speak  of  the  chai'acter  of  the 
stem  to  which  these  leaves  belong. 

On  comparing  this  fossil  with  the  figures  given  by  Professor 
Phillips,  and  by  Lindley  and  Ilutton,  of  the  several  species  of  Ctfea- 
dites  or  Pterophyllum^  found  in  the  Oolite  rocks  of  Yorkshire,  &c., 
it  will  be  found,  along  with  a  marked  general  resemblance,  to  pre- 
sent several  striking  peculiarities.  Nor  does  it  bear  even  as  near  a 
specific  analogy  to  the  other  fossils  of  the  same  tribe,  figured  and 
described  by  Sternberg. 

The  fossil  which  it  most  closely  resembles  is  one  which  I  find  fig- 
ured among  the  illustrations  of  Captain  Grant's  interesting  ^  Memoir 
on  the  Geology  of  Cutch,'  TGeol.  Trans,  vol.  5,)  under  the  title  of 
*'*•  Ptilophyllum  acutifoUam,  In  the  latter,  however,  the  leaflets 
have  an  "  acute  apex,"  and  are  "  imbricated  at  the  base,  and  attached 
obliquely,"  in  all  of  which  characters  it  differs  from  the  Virginia 
fossil. 

In  accordance  with  the  generic  characters  which  appear  to  have 
guided  Prof.  Phillips,  tbis  fossil  would  rank  as  a  Cycadites.  while  in 
obedience  to  the  definition  of  Brongniart,  and  Lindley  ana  Button, 
it  should  be  placed  in  the  genus  Pterophyllum,  Preferring  what  ap- 
pears to  me  the  simpler  arrangement  of  the  Cycaditea  adopted  by 
Sternberg  and  Presl,  I  have  rather  chosen  to  place  it  in  the  compre- 
hensive genus  Zamitea  of  the  latter  author,  adding  the  specific  name 
ohttuifoliusy  as  descriptive  of  the  mode  of  termination  of  the  leaflets. 
The  propriety  of  referring  it  to  this  genus  will  at  once  appear  on 
comparing  the  above  description  of  the  fossil  and  the  accompanying 
figure,  with  that  part  of  Sternberg's  definition  of  the  genus  which 
relates  to  the  leaves,  comprised  in  the  following  words :  ^'  Folia  pin- 
natiflda^  Del  pinnata,  pinnis  du^tichis,  eeesilibus  adnatieve^  laeiniisque 
integerrimis  nertnteis^  nevvi  plures,  paralleliy  in  haei  pinnarum  tel 
laeinia^rum  jitxta  depoaitiy 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Zamite9  obttu{foliu8,  as  above  charac- 
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terized,  bears  a  close  resemblance,  in  most  particulars,  to  the  fossil 
figured  and  described  by  Brongniart  under  the  title  of  Filicites  vU" 
tarioides,  and  since  described  by  Sternberg  as  Zamites  hleehnoides. 
Vide  Hist,  des  Veg.  Fos. :  Li  v.  11,  p.  891,  and  Sternberg's  Versuch, 
&Ci.j  part  7  and  8,  p.  200.  Though  this  fossil  is  spoken  of  by  Bron- 
gniart as  having  been  sent  to  him  by  Prof.  Silliman,  from  the  coal- 
field of  Eastern  Virginia,  I  have  been,  unable  to  find  it  anywhere  in 
this  region.  The  points  in  which,  according  to  the  description  of 
Brongniart,  it  differs  from  Z.  obtui\foliuB^  are  the  confluent  form  of 
the  pinnules  where  they  join  the  midrib,  and  the  invariable  pres- 
ence of  but  t%Do  nerves  in  each  pinnule. 

Zamites  tenuistbiatus. 

The  impressions  of  this  fossil,  which  I  have  thus  far  met  with, 
are  imperfect  and  rather  obscure,  consisting  of  di^ointed  leaflets  and 
incomplete  fronds.  They  are,  however,  sufficiently  distinct  to  show 
the  peculiar  form  of  the  leaflets,  their  mode  of  attachment  to  the 
midrib,  and  their  nervation. 

The  leaflets,  varying  from  three  fourths  of  an  inch  to  one  inch  in 
length,  and  from  one  eighth  to  one  tenth  of  an  inch  in  breadth, 
where  widest,  are  sharply  elliptical  at  base,  attached  directly  to  the 
midrib,  and  taper  with  great  regularity  from  the  place  of  greatest 
width  (about  one  fourth  the  whole  length  from  the  midrib)  to  their 
termination.  The  nervures  are  parallel,  numerous,  and  so  delicate 
as  to  be  but  obscurely  traceable  on  most  of  the  impressions. 

The  fossil  to  which  this  appears  to  bear  most  analogy,  is  the 
Zamites  Whitbiensis  of  Sternberg ;  but  the  leaflets  of  the  Virginia 
plant  are  much  smaller,  more  delicate,  and  of  a  narrower  form,  and 
the  nervures  much  more  minute. 

ZAinTEB. 

One  of  the  most  abundant  of  all  the  fossil  relics  found  in  the 
dark-colored  elates  a  short  distance  above  the  coal,  and  sometimes 
interlaminated  with  the  upper  part  of  the  seam,  consists  of  long  flat 
impressions,  covered  with  straight  parallel  ribs  or  veins  from  thirty 
to  forty  to  the  inch.  These  impressions  lie  closely  upon  each  other, 
between  the  parallel  laminsB  of  the  slate,  and  appear  to  be  of  ex- 
treme thinness.  The  great  distance  to  which  the  parallel  ribs  may 
be  traced,  without  any  indications  of  an  articulation,  and  the  close 
proximity  of  the  impressions,  would  seem  to  exclude  the  supposition 
of  their  being  compressed  stems  of  a  ealamite^  while  their  narrow- 
ness and  nearly  uniform  width,  and  some  obscure  appearances  of 
attachment  to  a  midrib,  incline  me  to  refer  them  to  some  very  large 
Cyeadeous  plant. 

The  above-described  fossils  comprise  the  more  important,  though 
not  all  of  the  vegetable  remains  which  I  have  yet  been  able  to  procure 
in  a  state  of  sufficient  preservation  to  be  of  much  interest  for  pur- 
poses of  comparison.    Further  explorations  in  which  I  am  now  en- 
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gaged  will,  it  is  boped,  add  many  new  ones  to  tbe  list,  and  enable 
me  dearly  to  determine  the  characters  of  a  number  of  interesting, 
but  as  yet  obscure  plants,  of  which  1  now  have  specimens. 

Of  animal  remains,  the  only  specimens  thus  far  met  with,  are  a 
single  species  oi fishy  and  the  teetK  of  what  was  probably  a  Saurian. 
The  former,  which  has  been  accurately  described  by  Mr.  Redfield, 
is  referred  by  him  to  his  new  genus  Catcpteru^  nnder  the  title  of 
CatapteruB  macrurw.*  Its  remains  are  met  with  profusely,  though 
seldom  in  good  preservation,  in  the  black  bituminous  slates  and  lead- 
colored  argillaceous  sandstones,  immediately  upon,  and  for  some 
distance  above,  the  coal.  In  some  localities  the  rhombic  scales 
occur  in  immense  numbers,  blended  with  vegetable  impressions, 
not  only  in  these  beds,  but  in  the  upper  part  of  the  coal  itself.  The 
teeth  I  have  found  both  in  the  finer  grits,  and  associated  with  the 
fifh  scales,  immediately  upon,  and  in,  the  coaL 

*  See  American  Joomal  of  Scienoo,  for  1841,  vol.  41,  page  87. 
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Description  op  Some  New  Miocene  Fossil  Shells.* 

Turritella  terstriata. 

Whorls  strongly  angnilated  by  three  principal  revolving  elevated 
spiral  ridges ;  the  lowest,  being  about  one-third  from  the  base,  is 
the  most  prominent ;  the  second,  which  closely  adjoins  and  almost 
coalesces  with  the  first,  is  much  feebler ;  the  tlurd,  which  is  nearly 
one- third  the  height  of  the  whorl  from  the  summit,  is  more  distinct 
and  is  separated  from  the  second  by  a  deep  and  wide  channel ;  next 
the  base  of  each  whorl  are  three  fine  spiral  stria;  others,  to  the' 
number  of  four  or  five,  occupy  the  space  between  the  principal  ridge 
and  the  summit ;  crossing  these  are  very  fine  indistinct  transverse 
arcuated  wrinkles. 

This  shell  is  obviously  distinct  from  the  variahilis  in  the  great 
inequality  of  the  three  principal  ridges,  the  depth  of  the  central 
channel,  and  the  greater  delicacy  of  the  transverse  wrinkles. 

Locality,  vicinity  of  Williamsburg ;  in  the  Miocene  shell  marl. 
Length,  about  two  inches. 

Turritella  quadristriata. 

Shell  turreted,  regularly  conical;  whorls  flattened,  with  four 
principal  revolving  equidistant  spiral  strice ;  a  fifth,  less  conspicuous, 
bounds  the  base  of  the  whorl ;  the  whole  of  these  are  alternated 
with  ^ve  mnch  smaller  interposed  striea ;  near  the  summit  of  the 
whorls  are  traces  of  others  yet  more  delicate;  ^ve  transverse  ar- 
cuated wrinkles,  not  very  distinct. 

Locality,  Williamsburg,  as  before ;  length,  one  inch.    This  shell 

•  These  descriptions  were  published  in  connection  with  other  contribu- 
tions to  the  Geology^  of  the  Tertiary  Formations  of  Virginia  (1835, 1^37,  and 
1839),  which,  being  identical  with  certain  pages  of  the  Reports  for  1836  and 
1840,  need  not  be  repeated  here.  (See  pages  29  to  89,  Report  for  1885,  and 
pages  419  to  487,  Report  for  1840.)— £d. 


662 

differs  from  the  vartabilis  in  the  flatness  of  the  whorls,  and  the  nam- 
ber  and  relative  proportion  of  the  principal  stri® ;  it  is  albo  a  much 
more  delicate  and  smaller  shell. 

Natica  perspeetiva. 

Shell  snbglobose,  smooth ;  substance  of  the  shell  rather  thin ; 
nmbilicas  open,  with  a  rather  prominent  revolving  rib,  considerably 
above  the  middle  of  each  volution,  terminating  at  the  labrum  in  a 
scarcely  distinct  callas;  spire  somewhat  elevated  and  acute;  aper- 
ture semicircular,  five-eighths  the  length  of  the  shell.  Length,  eight- 
tenths  of  an  inch. 

Locality,  Williamsburg.  Miocene.  This  shell  resembles  some- 
what the  J\r.  interna,  but  it  is  obviously  different  in  being  less  de- 
pressed, and  in  the  form  and  proportions  of  the  aperture ;  the  general 
contour  of  the  shell  is  also  different. 

Fismrella  catilliformU, 

Shell  nearly  elliptical,  slightly  subovate,  depressed,  conic,  with 
approximate  very  regular  longitudinal  oostn,  alternated  with  inter- 
vening stria)  often  very  minute,  the  transverse  concentric  strisa 
giving  a  very  uniform  granulation  to  the  costie;  foramen,  oval, 
scarcely  inclined ;  inner  margin  of  aperture  entire.  Length,  half 
an  inch. 

Locality,  Shell-banks,  Prince  George  county.  Miocene.  This 
shell  has  some  resemblance  in  its  inner  surface  to  the  cavity  of  a 
dish. 

Area  protracta. 

Shell  rather  thick,  very  oblong  transversely ;  ribs  about  forty, 
not  very  prominent,  and  hardly  wider  than  the  intercostal  spaces, 
and  longitudinally  furrowed  by  three  narrow  grooves,  the  central 
one  much  the  widest ;  a  very  indistinct  granulation  on  the  ribs,  aris- 
ing from  the  numerous  minute  transverse  lines  of  growth  crossing 
the  longitudinal  ridges  of  the  ribs ;  beaks  prominent  and  distant, 
opposite  a  point  less  than  one- third  the  length  of  the  binge  margin 
from  the  posterior  extremity;  area  wide,  with  numerous  distinct 
undulated  grooves,  parallel  to  the  hinge  margin ;  hinge  margin  rec- 
tilinear, with  numerous  minute  straight  teeth,  those  in  the  anterior 
half  directed  a  little  obliquely  towards  the  anterior  margin ;  posterior 
margin  rounded  slightly  outwards,  extending  a  little  further  back- 
ward than  the  angle ;  anterior  margin  much  elongated,  extending  in 
an  oval  curve  far  in'advance  of  the  end  of  the  hinge;  basal  margin 
contracted  opposite  the  middle  of  the  hinge,  and  deeply  crenate. 
Length,  three  and  a  half  inches. 

Locality,  Shell-banks,  Prince  George  county.    Miocene. 

Liicina  speeiosa. 

Shell  sub-ellintical,  inequilateral,  inflated,  rather  thin,  with  equal 
dose-set  rather  elevated  longitadini^  ribs,  and  regular  very  close  con- 
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centric  stri® ;  lannle  small,  very  distinct,  and  ovate-lanceolate ;  beaks 
smal],  pointed,  and  sligbtlj  promineot  beyond  the  general  carve  of 
tbe  margin,  placed  about  one-tbird  tbe  transverse  lengtb  of  tbe  sbell 
from  tbe  anterior  end ;  cardinal  teetb  small,  diverging ;  lateral  teeth 
equal,  distioct,  and  nearly  equidistant  from  tbe  anterior  cardinal ; 
binge  margin  regularly  arcuated,  tbe  rest  of  tbe  margin,  especially 
tbe  posterior  side,  crenate  witbin;  posterior  muscular  impression 
elongated  and  sligbtly  curved.  Diameter,  tbree-tentbs ;  lengtb, 
eleven-twentietbs ;  beigbt,  nine-twentietbs  of  an  incb. 

This  very  beautiful  sbell  occurs  in  nearly  all  tbe  localities  of  tbe 
Miocene  in  tbe  James  river  region. 

Venui  cortinaria. 

Sbell  sub-cordate,  inflated,  witb  very  regular  concentric,  closely 
approximate,  and  very  prominent  imbricated  ridges,  wbicb  incline 
towards  tbe  beak,  except  tbe  portion  opposite  tbe  anterior,  basal, 
and  posterior  margins,  where  they  decline  outwards  towards  tbe 
margin ;  beaks  moderately  prominent,  about  twice  as  far  from  tbe 
anterior  as  the  posterior  end ;  two  anterior  cardinal  teetb,  closely 
approximate  above,  second  one  of  the  left  valve  thick  and  snb-bifid ; 
lunule  wide,  cordate ;  basal  margin  crenate  witbin ;  posterior  mar- 
gin short,  straight,  and  especially  at  tbe  lunule  nnely  crenate. 
Length,  one  incb ;  height,  nine-tenths  of  an  inch. 

Locality,  Williamsburg.  Miocene.  This  beautiful  sbell  rarely 
shows  the  concentiio  ridges  perfect,  from  their  prominence  and  thin- 
ness. 

Of  the  Place  nr  the  Geological  Seeies  to  which  these  Deposits 

BELONQ. 

That  the  strata  here  described,  and  the  deposits  identical  and 
continuous  with  them,  stretching  extensively  to  tbe  north  and  south 
into  the  adjoining  states,  are  referable  to  the  Miocene  period  of  the 
American  Tertiary,  will  be  readily  admitted  on  adverting  to  the  well- 
marked  relations  of  their  organic  remains. 

A  careful  summary  of  the  fossils  derived  from  the  several  locali- 
ties hitherto  examined  within  The  Peninsula,  establishes  tbe  total 
number  of  those  at  present  known  to  be  very  nearly  one  hundred. 
Of  tbese  not  more  than  eighteen  are  ascertained  to  belong  to  species 
now  living;  showing  a  remarkable,  though  no  doubt  accidental  coin- 
cidence with  the  average  proportion  of  recent  species  found  in  de- 
posits of  tbe  Miocene  period  in  Europe. 

Lest  it  may  seem  objectionable  to  institute  the  comparison  be- 
tween tbe  recent  and  tbe  extinct  shells  of  several  localities  taken  yn 
tlie  aggregate,  the  ratio  has  been  examined  as  it  exists  in  some  of 
the  localities  separately.  Thus  in  tbe  cliffs  at  King's  Mill  on  the 
James  river,  the  whole  number  of  species  whose  imalogiee  are  at 
present  satisfactorily  established,  is  about  seventy-four,  of  wbicb  but 
fourteen  are  of  tbe  present  day,  or  recent.  The  per-centage  here 
disclosed  is  therefore  about  nineteen,  being  nearly  tbe  same  with 
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that  above,  and  still  almost  identical  with  the  proportions  in  several 
of  the  Miocene  localities  of  Europe. 

Making  everj  possible  allowance  for  futnre  discoveries  bringing 
to  light  as  recent,  some  of  the  now  sapposed  extinct  species,  it  ia 
still  difScnlt  to  imagine,  with  snch  a  ratio  as  we  have  at  present,  that 
the  proportions  can  ever  so  far  change  as  to  make  the  living  species 
of  the  deposit  to  eqaal  X)t  exceed  the  number  of  the  extinct;  a  con- 
dition necessary  of  course  to  entitle  it  to  the  name  of  Older  Plio- 
cene, which  it  has  received. 

The  circumstance  that  in  Prince  George  county  the  Miocene  ia 
superimposed  directly  upon  Eocene,  from  which  it  seetns  not  to  be 
separated  by  any  features  which  would  mark  a  long  interval  attended 
by  abrupt  or  violent  actions,  furnishes  another,  though  not  a  deci- 
sive argument  against  its  belonging  to  a  period  so  late  as  the  Older 
Pliocene.  It  seems  reasonable  to  infer,  that  the  two  would  hardly 
be  seen  resting  together  in  exact  conformability,  as  they  do,  had  they 
been  separated  in  time  by  the  whole  interval  between  the  Eocene 
and  the  Older  Pliocene,  during  which  the  surface  of  the  former 
would  be  in  a  condition  to  undergo  changes  and  irregularities  no- 
where perceived  where  they  are  seen  in  contact.* 

Of  tbb  Origin  of  the  Deposit  overltino  the  Miocexb  Shell 

Masl. 

It  is  not  easy,  in  the  present  state  of  our  information,  to  ap- 
proximate to  the  precise  era  when  this  overlying  deposit  was  pro- 

*  In  a  recent  publication  (SillimanM  Journal,  vol.  28,  p.  106),  Mr.  Conrad 
has  attributed  to  a  portion  of  the  fornaation  here  under  dlncuAsion,  namely,  the 
localities  of  Yorktown  and  the  James  river,  near  Smithflcld,  a  date  still  more 
recent  than  the  period  of  the  Older  Pliocene.  He  ranka  those  deposits,  to- 
gether with  another  at  Suffolk,  Virrinia,  and  one  on  the  St.  Mark's  river,  Maiy- 
land,  under  a  new  division,  Medial  Pliocene ;  it  is  stated  at  the  same  time  that 
the  recent  apecies  at  those  places  compose  about  thirty  per  cent.  A  subdivis- 
ion of  the  formation  as  it  occurs  in  Mainland,  characterized  br  Pema  maxil- 
lata  and  a  less  proportion  of  recent  species,  is  referred  to  the  Older  Pliocene, 
while  the  opinion  is  advanced  that  the  Miocene  is  probably  altogether  want- 
ing. Now  to  those  familiar  with  the  principles  of  the  new  nomenclature  of 
the  Tertiary,  it  is  ohvlous  that  the  heds,  so  styled,  the  Older  as  well  as  the 
Medial  Pliocene,  are  entitled,  in  strictncw,  to  the  appellation  of  Miocene  only. 

To  confer  on  a  formation  the  name  Medial  Pliocene,  its  shells  should  con- 
tain about  thirty  percent  extinct,  and  seventy  percent  recent,  and  not  the  «>n'- 
verse.  We  belie  ve.  moreover,  that  the  per-centi{ge  of  recent  epeoies  at  Yorktown 
ia  even  materially  less  than  thirty. 

In  No.  8,  of  his  work  on  American  tertiary  shells,  issued  a  little  earlier  than 
the  other  article,  Mr.  Conrad  adopts  a  somewhat  different  classification,  calling 
the  several  localities  in  Yiiiginia  and  Maiyland,  Older  Pliocene,  as  before,  ex- 
cept that  stratum  low  down  in  the  Maryland  formation  which  is  distinguished 
by  the  Pema  maxillata,  and  this  he  denominates  Miocene.  For  reasons  before 
stated,  namely,  the  small  per-centa^^  of  recent  species  throughout  them  all^ 
we  belicre  the  whole  together  to  have  been  produced  in  the  Afiocene  ej>ooh, 
and  to  belong  to  one  formation  |  and  we  have  been  led  into  this  note  in  the 
sincere  wish  to  settle  the  question  of  the  age  of  this  division  of  our  Atlantic 
Tertiary  formations,  lest  the  student  of  American  geology  be  disheartened  by 
the  perplexity  which  grows  out  of  a  ahiftrng  and  inconsistent  nomenclature. 
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dnced,  though  it  appears  to  hare  had  a  date  perhaps  long  anterior 
to  the  latest  saperficial  diluvium  with  which  it  is  often  confounded. 
We  infer  this  from  the  very  general  absence  of  all  those  signs  which 
mark  a  transportation  by  violent  causes  from  a  distance,  its  mate- 
rials being  finely  comminuted  clays  and  sands  usually  arranged  in  a 
manner  denoting  a  somewhat  quiet  deposition.  On  the  other  hand, 
its  containing  no  fossils,  its  distinct  separation  from  the  fossilifer- 
ous  marl  stratum  beneath  it,  the  surface  of  which  is  farrowed  and 
deeply  channelled,  as  if  an  interval  of  erosive  action  had  preceded 
it,  are  facts  which  may  possibly  displace  it  from  the  Miocene  era 
altogether,  and  which,  for  the  present  at  least,  throw  entire  uncer- 
tainty upon  the  inquiry  as  to  the  position  which  it  should  occupy 
in  the  Tertiary  series. 

It  is  not  unlikely,  all  things  considered,  that  the  origin  of  this 
deposit  is  to  be  traced  in  the  rise  from  beneath  the  sea  of  some  of 
the  more  western  portions  of  the  tide  water  plain ;  in  other  words, 
with  the  appearance  above  water  of  the  Eocene  tract  in  that  quar- 
ter. This  is  rendered  probable  from  the  circumstance  that  this 
superficial  bed  often  abounds  near  the  bottom  with  grains  of  the 
green  sand  mineral  so  abundant  in  the  Eocene  of  Virginia.  It  is 
corroborated,  likewise,  by  the  fact  that  the  shelly  Miocene  stratum 
reposing  upon  the  Eocene,  sometimes  shows  tokens  of  considerable 
violence  over  its  surface,  the  shells  being,  throughout  a  depth  of 
several  feet  near  the  top,  in  a  fragmentary  state,  and  much  dis- 
turbed, as  may  be  seen  in  Prince  George  county,  and  on  the  Chick- 
ahominy  river. 

If  we  conceive  that  tracts  in  the  Eocene  district,  or  above  it, 
were  upheaved  to  near  the  water's  level,  or  entirely  out  of  it, 
while  the  country  to  the  east  was  still  submerged,  we  may  not 
only  explain  the  facts  here  mentioned,  but  by  adverting  to  the 
nature  of  the  actions  which  would  supervene,  we  may  account, 
by  the  sudden  draining  off  of  the  uplifted  water,  for  the  eroded 
surface  of  the  Miocene  marl,  and  the  sudden  and  total  extinction 
of  animal  life  which  took  place.  To  this  would  naturally  succeed 
the  introduction  of  nearly  the  same  kind  of  matter  under  more 
tranquil  circumstances,  brought  down  from  the  newly  exposed 
tract  by  river  action,  the  probable  source,  we  may  conjecture,  of 
some  of  the  sands  and  clays  of  finer  texture  which  occur  so  regu- 
larly and  quietly  stratified  every  where  in  the  upper  parts  of  the 
deposit. 

Later  than  all  these  operations  must  have  been  the  diluvial  ac- 
tion, more  or  less  extensive,  which  grooved  the  surface  of  this  de- 
posit throughout  the  Tertiary  region  with  its  innumerable  ravines 
and  shallow  valleys  of  excavation.  Whether  this  last  change  was 
impressed  upon  the  surface  by  the  final  emergence  of  the  whole  ter- 
ritory from  the  sea  to  its  present  level,  or  by  some  more  universal 
denuding  flood  which  has  swept  the  continent  generally,  we  venture 
not  to  decide ;  though  the  comparatively  small  amount  of  trans- 
ported superficial  pebbles  and  boulders,  and  the  absence  of  any 
which  can  be  traced  beyond  the  nearest  rocks  at  the  head  of  tide, 
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incline  ns  to  attribute  the  denudation  in  question  to  the  supposed 
local  action  rather  than  to  the  other. 

EooENB  Formation  op  Virginia. 

Though  sotne  attention  has  been  devoted  by  Mr.  Conrad,  and 
other  American  naturalists,  to  the  Tertiarj  fossils  of  several  locali- 
ties in  Yirgioia,  as  yet  their  researches  have  been  limited  to  such 
as  appertain  to  the  subordinate  divisions  of  the  Tertiarj  group, 
arranged  by  Mr.  Lyell  under  the  head  of  Pliocene  and  Miocene ; 
and  though  the  existence  of  an  Eocene  deposit  might  naturally  have 
been  inferred,  no  locality  of  this  character  appears  to  have  been  known 
to  them.  The  existence  of  an  extensive  Eocene  formation  in  East- 
em  Virginia  is  now  for  the  first  time  announced,  as  furnishing  an 
interesting  step  in  the  progress  of  the  geological  inquiries  which 
are  now  on  foot  by  legislative  authority  in  that  state. 

This  formation  appears  to  have  a  general  meridional  direction, 
traversing  the  state  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Roanoke.  It  is  inter- 
sected and  exposed  by  the  principal  rivers,  first  making  its  appear* 
ance  at  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  below  the  primary  ridge.  The 
most  interesting  locality  which  has  as  yet  been  visited,  and  that 
from  which  the  fossils  have  been  most  abundantly  obtained,  is  on 
the  James  river,  beginning  a  little  above  City  Point,  and  extending 
nearly  in  a  continuous  manner  to  Coggtns  Point,  a  distance,  follow- 
ing the  flexures  of  the  shore,  of  about  eleven  miles.  At  Ooggins 
Point,  Torbay  and  Evergreen,  the  cliffs  have  a  height  varying  from 
thirty  to  forty  feet.  At  the  base,  a  stratum  of  what  appears  at  first 
to  be  a  blackish  clay  extends  nearly  horizontally  throughout  the 
whole  distance,  rising  a  little  as  it  ascends  the  river.  Its  height 
above  the  water  at  Coggins  Point  is  about  three  feet,  at  Evergreen 
'  upwards  of  ten,  measured  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  stratum.  It  con- 
tinues downwards  to  a  depth  of  six  or  eight  feet,  and  terminates  in 
an  argillaceous  clay  of  a  bluish-gray  colour.  This  dark  stratum 
consists  largely  of  particles  of  green  sand,  or  silicate  of  iron  and 
potash.  It  contains  a  great  number  of  Eocene  fossils,  among  which 
are  Cardita  planicosta,  Fusus  Ion  gee  vis,  &c.,  &c.,  already  known  as 
existing  either  in  the  Eocene  of  Paris  or  Alabama,  or  in  both.  But 
besides  these  it  also  contains  a  variety  of  beautiful  and  new  species, 
some  of  which  will  be  described  in  the  present  paper.  These  shells 
are,  at  some  points,  almost  entirely  dissolved,  and  very  perfect  casts 
alone  can  be  procured ;  but  at  other  points,  though  in  a  soft  con- 
dition, they  can,  by  using  great  care,  be  obtained  in  an  entire  state. 

Above  this  stratum  is  a  layer  of  what  Mr.  Edmund  RufSn,  the 
able  editor  of  the  Farmers'  Register  of  Virginia,  calls  gypseous  earth. 
This  stratum  appears  once  to  have  abounded  in  fossils,  but  at  pres- 
ent only  casts,  and  those  in  a  very  soft  condition,  can  be  found. 
They  are,  however,  identical  with  the  fossils  of  the  lower  stratum. 
The  earth  of  this  layer,  besides  a  considerable  proportion  of  green 
sand,  contains  a  large  amount  of  sulphate  of  lime,  disseminated  in  mi- 
nute grains  and  grouped  in  large  and  massive  crystals.    Immediate* 
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ly  above  oocnrs  a  thin  stratum  of  white  clay,  at  the  junction  of  which 
with  the  former  layer  the  crystallized  gypsum  is  found  in  great 
abundance,  and  almost  perfectly  pure.  Above  the  clay  is  a  stratum 
of  shells  in  a  very  disintegrated  condition,  but  consisting  of  Ostrea 
sellffiformis  and  other  Eocene  fossils,  and  immediately  above  is  a 
stratum  of  the  shells  of  our  middle  Tertiary.  A  few  scattered  peb- 
bles of  a  brown  hue,  hardly  numerous  enough  to  form  a  stratum, 
separate  these  two  very  distinct  formations.  In  this  uppermost 
layer  are  found  the  common  Pecten  and  Pectun cuius  of  our  middle 
Tertiary.*  The  whole  thickness  of  the  Eocene  deposit  at  this  point 
appears  to  be  about  twenty  feet.  At  distant  points,  where  this  de- 
posit has  been  examined,  as  for  instance  near  the  Piping  Tree,  on 
the  Pamunkey,  and  near  Port  Royal,  on  the  Rappahannock,  as  well 
as  npon  the  Potomac,  much  the  same  arrangement  and  succession 
of  strata  have  been  remarked. 

The  section  at  Goggins  Point  presents  the  interesting  feature  of 
a  juxtaposition  in  the  same  cliif,  of  the  Eocene  and  newer  Tertiary 
formations,  and  on  this  account  must  be  regarded  as  an  important 
locality. 

The  fact  too  that  in  this  as  well  as  other  places  where  the  Eocene 
deposit  has  been  discovered,  so  very  large  a  proportion  of  the  chlo- 
ritic  sand  is  contained  in  the  matter  embedding  the  fossils,  is,  we  pre- 
sume, an  unexpected  and  interesting  circumstance.  Even  the  New 
Jersey  secondary  strata  are  seldom  more  abundant  in  this  peculiar 
mineral  product  than  the  formation  referred  to,  and  hence  the  farmers 
of  Virginia  are  beginning  to  apply  this  material  to  their  fields. 

Nbw  Fossil  Shells  op  the  Eooe^tb  op  ViBoiyiA. 

Nucula  cuUelUformis, 

Shell  ovate,  ensiform,  somewhat  inflated,  rounded  before,  much 
elongated,  and  tapering  behind,  the  posterior  length  more  than 
twice  the  anterior,  furnished  with  very  fine,  hardly  distinct  concen- 
tric strisB,  and  one  distinct  and  one  very  obscure  rib  behind ;  anterior 
part  with  an  indistinct  fold ;  sliell  thin ;  lunnle  long  and  lanceolate ; 
beak  small ;  anterior  series  of  the  teeth  gently  arched ;  posterior 
series  straight ;  teeth  in  both  acutely  bent,  the  angles  directed  to- 
wards the  beak ;  margin  entire ;  cavity  of  shell  shallow,  with  a 
ridge  passing  from  the  beak  to  the  posterior  margin.  Transverse 
length,  twenty-eight  hundredths;  height,  eight  hundredths  of  an 
inch. 

♦  Among  the  interesting  fossils  of  the  middle  Tertiary  above,  is  an  enor- 
mous specimen  of  Astrea,  which  is  worthy  of  being  described.  This  mass 
was  some  years  a^  disengacred  from  the  upper  part  of  the  cliff  at  Torba;f ,  and 
is  now  lying  on  the  shore,  firmly  fixed  in  toe  sand  and  clay.  Tbousrh  it  has 
been  much  reduced  in  size  since  its  fall,  it  is  still  of  immense  magnitude.  Its 
form  is  of  course  very  irregular,  but  its  largest  diameter  may  be  estimated  at 
four  and  a  half  feet ;  and  its  weight  is  probably  seven  or  eiffht  hundred  pounds. 
On  the  shore  are  likewise  found  vast  numbers  of  the  teeUi  of  sharks,  some  of 
item,  of  enormous  dimensions. 
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Locality,  Ooggins  Point,  Prince  George  county,  in  the  green  sand 
stratum.  This  very  delicate  shell  approacbes  nearest  to  the  N.  media 
of  Lea,  the  j^qnalis  of  Conrad,  but  differs  in  the  great  elongation 
of  the  posterior  end,  in  the  ribs,  and  in  the  less  distinctness  of  the 
transverse  striiB. 

I^ucula  parva. 

Shell  ovate,  inflated,  rounded  before,  not  much  produced,  but 
rapidly  tapering  to  a  truncated  point  behind,  furnished  with  about 
twelve  rather  coarse  concentric  folds  or  ridges,  and  a  longitudinal 
gently  depressed  groove  or  undulation  of  surface,  running  from  near 
the  beak  to  the  posterior  basal  margin;  beaks  nearly  central;  ante- 
rior series  of  teeth  slightly  arched;  posterior  series  nearly  stridght; 
margin  entire;  cavity  rather  deep.  Length,  three-twentieths;  height, 
two-twentietiis  of  an  inch. 

Locality,  same  as  tlie  preceding. 

Ostrea  sifiuosa. 

Shell  Rub-orbicular,  or  equilaterally  sub-triangular ;  inferior  valve 
moderately  convex,  with  the  laminsB  of  growth  profoundly  plicated 
into  loops,  which  are  imbricated  so  as  to  produce  regularly  radiating 
ribs;  hinge-plane  depressed,  and  in  a  line  with  the  dorsal  margin, 
which  is  long  and  straight,  the  sides  of  the  inferior  vaire  being  di- 
lated into  the  form  of  ears;  fosset  placed  symmetrically  and  cen- 
trally in  the  hinge,  and  less  than  one-third  its  length,  and  curving 
suddenly  at  its  termination  in  a  narrow  groove;  beak  slightly  curved 
to  the  right  and  truncate;  muscular  impression  small;  inferior  valve 
very  slightly  convex  or  flat,  nearly  circular,  with  concentric  almost 
circular  wrinkles.  Length  of  the  specimen  four  and  a  half  inches ; 
diameter  between  the  ears  five  and  a  half  inches ;  diameter  of  flat 
valve  four  inches. 

Locality,  Evergreen,  James  river,  in  the  lower  or  green  sand 
stratum  of  the  Eocene.  This  very  beautiful  fossil  oyster  will  be 
seen  to  differ  from  the  0.  eompreniroatra  in  several  essential  par- 
ticulars, especially  in  the  structure  of  the  hinge,  in  the  more  sym- 
metrical and  profound  plications  on  the  inferior  valve,  in  its  less 
convexity,  and  in  its  more  regular  dilatation  on  the  upper  margin 
into  partial  ears. 

Cytherea  ovata. 

Shell  snbovate,  somewhat  inflated,  with  concentric  transverse 
strice,  very  fine  near  the  umbones,  but  much  coarser  near  the  mar- 
gin; beaks  rather  elevated;  lunule  very  indistinct ;  teeth  elevated 
and  straight,  the  two  posterior  ones  of  the  left  valve  small,  much 
compressed,  approximate,  and  nearly  parallel;  the  anterior  tooth 
large  and  grooved  by  a  deep  canal ;  cavity  of  shell  deep ;  margin 
entire;  poitterior  margin  straight,  and  separated  from  the  muscular 
impression  by  a  fold  or  groove.  Length,  one  and  one-tenth  of  an 
inch ;  height  eighty-five  hundredths  of  an  inch. 

LocaHty,  Ooggins  Point,  in  the  Eocene  green  sand. 
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NOT  BKFOBE  DB80BIBED. 

Turritella  fluxionalis. 

Specific  character. — Shell  elongated,  turreted,  whorls  aboat  twelve, 
slightly  convex,  subcarinated  at  base,  longitudinally  striated  with 
five  principal  hardly  granulated  revolving  strice,  the  lowest  being 
doable ;  between  these  are  very  fine  ones,  most  nnmerons  towards 
the  base  of  the  whorl.  Very  obtuse  nearly  obsolete  transverse  striae 
give  to  the  principal  longitadinal  stria  a  sab-granulated  undulation* 
Aperture  sub-quadrangular.     Length,  one  inch  and  two-tenths. 

Locality,  Williamsburg  and  the  neighbourhood,  in  the  Miocene 
of  eastern  Virginia. 

Description, — ^This  delicately  striated  shell  has  two  of  its  fi  ner  class 
of  lines  separatingthetwostronger  threads  of  the  first,  or  carinal  stria, 
about  six  of  them  between  this  and  the  second,  about  five  between 
the  second  and  third,  either  two  or  three  between  the  third  and  fourth, 
one  between  the  fourth  and  fifth,  and  from  the  fifth  or  uppermost  to 
the  top  of  the  whorl  about  two  more  occur.  It  is  the  most  convex  in 
its  whorls  of  all  our  Miocene  Turritellm,  if  we  except  the  T,  mria^ 
hilis,  and  from  this  it  may  readily  be  distinguished  by  the  greater 
number,  delicacy  and  remoteness  of  its  principal  longitudinal  stria. 

Cytherea  lenticularis.    Plate  III.,  ^g,  1. 

Specific  cJiarckcter. — Shell  large,  depressed,  discoidal,  rather  thick, 
length  nearly  equal  to  the  breadth;  transversely  striated;  lunule 
long,  ovate,  obscurely  defined  by  a  very  faint  impressed  line ;  ura- 
bones  rather  depressed ;  beaks  small,  hardly  recurved ;  teeth  straight, 
divergent ;  cavity  of  the  shell  not  deep ;  margin  entire.  Diameter 
about  two  inches. 

Locality,  eastern  Virginia,  in  the  Eocene,  where  it  is  a  common 
species. 

Remarhs, — From  the  extreme  friability  of  this  shell  it  has  been 
impossible,  hitherto,  to  procure  a  perfect  specimen.  It  differs  from 
all  the  Cytherea  of  our  American  Eocene  beds  in  its  nearly  orbicu- 
lar form,  and  in  its  slight  degree  of  infiation.  The  insulated  tooth 
of  the  right  valve  is  long,  straight,  and  not  much  elevated.  The 
anterior  cardinal  tooth  in  the  same  valve  is  slightly  bifid.  The  strice 
upon  the  surface  of  the  disc  are  almost  obsolete,  where  decay  has 
not  removed  the  external  laminsa.  The  small  incurvation  in  the 
beaks  distinguishes  it  from  C.  Pouhoniiot  Conrad  {C,  globoea^  Lea), 
to  which  species  it  bears  some  resemblance. 

Cucullea  onochela,*    Plate  III.,  fig.  2. 

Specific  cha/racter, — Shell  ovate,  subtrigonal,  snbcordate,  oblique, 
the  anterior  margin  nearly  straight,  inequilateral,  inequivalve,  thick, 

*  From  its  rosemblanoe  to  an  ass^s  hoof.  This  Ahell  in  my  spocimen  has 
an  obscure  lid^ife  crossing  tho  cardinal  area  from  beak  to  beak.  See  speoimen 
from  Potomac. 


670 

ponderous,  globose;  loBgitudinal  costie  nnmerons,  depressed  and 
flat,  upon  the  left  valve  obsolete ;  transverse  stri»  raioute,  obscure, 
except  near  the  inferior  margin ;  binge  line  very  straight;  nmbones 
not  verj  prominent;  beaks  small,  slightly  incurved,  and  not  distant. 
Length  equal  to  the  breadth,  three  inches. 

Locality,  western  part  of  the  peninsula  of  the  Potomac  and  Rap* 
pahannock,  Virginia,  in  the  Eocene. 

Description. — Alternate  longitudinal  strice,  very  obscnre  and 
delicate,  divide  many  of  the  costsB  along  tbe  centre,  and  throw 
them,  especially  next  the  anterior  side,  into  pairs.  The  beak  has 
four-sevenths  of  the  length  of  the  hinge  on  its  posterior  side.  This 
species  may  be  known  from  the  C.  ineerta  of  Deshayes  by  its  much 
greater  size,  its  less  quadrangular  form,  by  the  greater  number  of 
its  lateral  teeth,  and  the  less  incurvation  of  its  beaks.  It  is  not 
less  readily  distinguished  from  0,  giaantetiy  a  species  prevailing  in 
the  same  beds  with  it,  by  its  less  width,  compared  to  its  height,  by 
the  less  obliquity  and  greater  length  of  its  posterior  margin,  by  the 
beaks  being  leaa  remote  and  less  incurved,  and  by  the  shell  being 
smaller,  but  materially  thicker,  and  more  inflated  near  the  base.  A 
prominent  feature  is  the  great  inflation  of  the  valves,  especially  to- 
wards their  base.  The  hinge  is  well  marked  by  from  four  to  five 
lateral  teeth,  next  the  posterior  side,  and  from  three  to  four  next 
the  anterior,  all  being  slightly  curved,  striated  by  deep  irregular 
grooves  on  their  sides,  and  of  nearly  equal  obliquity.  The  central 
longitudinal  teeth  are  numerous,  irregular,  and  slightly  oblique. 
The  area  of  the  ligament  is  nearly  a  segment  of  a  circle,  the  straight 
hinge  line  being  the  chord ;  its  surface  is  marked  by  about  six  deep, 
rather  waved  grooves.  The  right  valve  is  the  largest,  overlapping 
the  left  on  the  lower  margin,  which  is  moderately  crenulated  in 
both.  In  the  cabinet  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of  Phila- 
delphia there  are,  besides  three  large  casts  of  C,  gigantea,  two  ap- 
parently of  the  present  species,  somewhat  larger  than  the  shell  now 
described.  These  latter,  I  have  satisfied  myself,  belong  to  C,  ono- 
chela,  as  an  internal  cast  of  this  made  in  wax  is  precisely  like  them, 
though  very  different  from  the  casts  of  C.  gigantea. 

Ovcullea  trcmneraa,    Plate  IV.,  fig.  1. 

Specific  eharaefer. — Shell  subovate,  subtrapeziform,  oblong,  ob- 
lique, inequilateral,  incquivalve ;  longitudinal  strisd  numerous  and 
delicate,  the  alternate  ones  nearly  obsolete,  dividing  the  cost83  into 
pairs ;  transverse  striss  very  minute ;  hinge  straight,  area  of  ligament 
narrow,  with  from  three  to  four  furrows ;  beaks  small,  somewhat 
incurved,  and  not  distant.  Length  four-fifths  of  the  breadth,  but 
these  proportions  variable. 

Locality,  King  George  county,  Virginia,  in  the  Eocene,  near  the 
Potomac  river. 

Description, — The  division  of  the  costss  into  pairs,  the  great  ob- 
liquity of  the  posterior  margin,  and  its  great  breadth,  are  among  the 
characteristics  of  this  shell.    The  area  of  the  ligament  rises  from 
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the  hinge  at  a  more  ohttise  angle  next  the  anterior  Bide  than  at  the 
posterior,  so  that  it  curves  upon  an  axis  not  coincident  with  the 
hinge  line.  The  transverse  lateral  teeth  are  very  slightly  ohliqne, 
they  are  on  the  anterior  side  three,  and  on  the  posterior  four ;  tine 
acute  grooves  or  striss  mark  both  sides  of  these  teeth.  The  central 
longitudinal  teeth  are  few,  irregular  and  rather  oblique.  The  ante- 
rior and  inferior  margins  of  the  right  valve,  especially,  are  strongly 
orenulated  on  the  inner  edge.  The  anterior  muscular  impression  is 
snbtriangnlar  and  depre^ed,  the  posterior  one  is  nearly  rectangular, 
the  inner  angle  being  a  little  elevated.    Shell  moderately  thick. 

V&nerieardia  ascia.    Plate  IV.,  ^g,  2. 

Specific  character. — Shell  subovate,  subcordate,  not  thick;  costsB 
much  depressed  except  on  the  beak  ;  about  thirty ;  transverse  strice 
numerous  from  the  margin  to  the  umbones,  nearly  obliterating  some 
of  the  longitudinal  sulci;  lunule  profound,  subcordate,  triangular 
and  equilateral;  anterior  muscular  impression  rather  remote  from 
the  hinge ;  cardinal  teeth  arcuated,  oblique ;  inferior  and  posterior 
margins  crenulated.  Length,  three  inches  two-tenths ;  breadth,  three 
inches  six-tenths. 

Locality,  King  George  county,  Virginia,  near  the  Potomac,  in 
the  Eocene. 

Remarks, — This  shell  can  be  confounded  only  with  the  F.  plani- 
eoitta,  to  which  it  is  possible  we  ought  to  refer  it  as  a  variety.  They 
are  readily  distinguished,  however,  by  the  greater  length  and  curva- 
ture of  the  whole  anterior  margin,  especially  the  portion  along  the 
ligament ;  the  hinge  is  broader  and  longer,  and  the  teeth  are  less 
prominent  and  more  arcuated ;  the  muscular  impression,  on  the  an- 
terior side,  is  further  from  the  hinge  ;  and  the  whole  valve  is  wider, 
flatter  and  thinner.  These  differences,  with  the  flatness  of  the  costie, 
appear  to  warrant  ns  in  regarding  this  shell  as  a  distinct  species  from 
Venericardia  planicosta.  That  shell  also  is  found  in  the  Eocene  of 
Virginia,  but  usually  not  in  the  same  bed  with  F.  tucia, 

Cardium  quadrans.    Plate  V.,  flg.  1. 

.Specific  character. — Shell  subtrapeziform,  obliqne,  inequilateral, 
posteriorly  much  expanded,  compressed  anteriorly ;  thin  and  fragile ; 
longitudinally  ribbed,  costaa  about  thirty-five,  broad,  depressed,  and 
slightly  convex ;  transverse  striro  somewhat  coarse  or  squamose  near 
the  margin.  Umbones  small,  beaks  incurved,  lunule  long ;  posterior 
cardinal  tooth  small,  and  of  nearly  uniform  breadth,  posterior  lat- 
eral tooth  large;  margin  crenulated  by  distinct  but  not  deep  undu- 
lations. Length,  three  inches  seven-tenths;  breadth,  two  inches 
eight-tenths. 

Locality,  eastern  Virginia,  Miocene. 

^^rnarX**.— Owing  to  the  extremely  friable  state  in  which  this 
fossil  is  found,  and  to  its  being  associated  with  C.  magnvm  and  C. 
laqneatvm,  its  fragments  have  passed  for  these  species ;  but  its  tra- 
pezoidal form,  and  the  great  width  and  depression  of  the  longitudi- 
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nal  costs,  show  a  strong  contrast  to  the  laqueatum,  while,  in 
addition,  its  less  size  and  less  inflation  prove  it  dififerent  from  the 
magnum. 

The  great  expansion  of  the  posterior  slope  into  an  almost  an* 
riculated  margin,  is  highly  distinctive  of  it  as  a  new  species. 

Craasatella  capri-eranium,    Plate  V.,  %g,  2. 

Specific  character, — Shell  ovate,  ohiong,  compressed,  sub-rostrate, 
rather  thin,  with  coarse,  obtase,  transverse  wrinkles,  and  fine  trans- 
verse strisB ;  a  prominent  sinas  extends  from  the  beak  to  the  an- 
terior termination  of  the  inferior  margin ;  truncated  anteriorly,  at 
a  right  angle  to  the  base ;  margin  slightly  concave  at  the  lunule, 
which  is  deep,  wide  and  ovate ;  inferior  mnrgin  delicately  crenu- 
lated  within.  Length,  one  inch  four-tenths ;  breadth,  two  inches 
two-tenths. 

Locality,  peninsula,  between  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock 
rivers,  in  Virginia,  in  the  Eocene. 

Bemarhs. — This  species  may  readily  be  distinguished  from  the 
C,  melinay  which  it  somewhat  resembles,  by  its  less  thickness,  and 
by  the  crenulation  on  its  inner  margin,  but  especially  by  its  differ- 
ent outline  being  much  more  contracted  on  its  anterior  side. 

Fasciolaria  rhomboidea.    Plate  Y.,  flg.  8. 

Specific  character, — Shell  turreted,  fusiform,  and  nearly  smooth, 
greatest  dilatation  about  the  middle,  spire  conical,  whorls  convex, 
with  longitudinal,  obsolete  or  interrupted  striae,  the  lower  seven  or 
eight  upon  the  body  whorl,  and  those  upon  tlie  upper  whorls,  be- 
ing distinct  and  slightly  undulated.  On  the  body  whorl  are  ten  or 
eleven  very  faint,  brown,  narrow,  longitudinal  lines,  three  of  which 
are  traceable  upon  the  spire.  Transverse  stria?,  distinct,  moderately 
distant,  and  arcuated.  Aperture  a  little  less  than  two-thirds  the 
length  of  the  shell,  columella  arcuated,  plicated  with  three  very 
oblique  folds,  the  middle  one  the  most  elevated,  labium  delicately 
striated  within  the  edge,  beak  slightly  recurved.  Length,  two  inches 
four-tenths ;  breadth,  one  inch  two-tenths. 

Locality,  Surry  county,  Virginia,  Miocene. 

Description. — This  is  a  thin  shell,  though  not  difficult  to  procure 
entire.  From  the  F,  mutahilU^  the  only  other  species  of  our  Tertiary, 
it  will  readily  be  known  by  the  greater  length  and  arcuation  of  its 
beak,  by  its  less  regularly  fusiform  ouiline,  and  by  the  difference  in 
the  number  of  its  whorls,  and  of  the  plications  on  the  columella. 
The  high  preservation  of  the  specimen  from  which  the  description 
has  been  taken,  permits  us  to  trace  upon  its  whorls  its  longitudinal 
coloured  bands,  affording  a  very  interesting  specific  character. 
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Desobiftion  of  the  Plates. 

PlATE  I. 

Figare  1.  Turritslla  terstriata. 
Figure  2.  TurriUUa  quadri-sUriata, 
Figure  8.  Natiea  pertpeetiwi. 
Figure  4.  IH$8urdla  eatiUiformu. 
Figare  6.  Area  protraeta. 
Figare  6.  Lueina  tpeeiasa. 
Figure  7.   Venna  eortinaria, 

Plate  II. 

Figure  1.  Ostrea  tinuosa. 
Figure  2.  Cytherea  amta. 

Plate  III. 

Figare  1.  Cytherea  lentieularit^ 
Figare  2.  CucuUea  onoehela. 

Plate  IV. 

Figare  1.  CveuUea  tTanm>er$a, 
Figure  2.   Veneriea/rdia  <ucia. 

Plate  V. 

Figare  1.  Oardium  quadrans. 
Figure  2.  Orcusatelta  capri-craniun^ 
Figare  8.  Fateiolaria  rhomboidea. 
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OBSERVATIONS 
ON    THE    NATURAL   COKE 

OF  THE 

OOLITE  COAL  REGION 
IN    THE    VICINITY  OF   RICHMOND. 


Obsebvations  on  the  Natural  Coke  and.  the  associ- 
ated  IGNEOUS   AND   ALTERED    KoOKS    OF    THE    OoLITB 

Coal  Kegion  in  the  viciNrrY  of  Richmond,  Yib- 

GINIA. 


Fbom  PBooKEDnroB  or  Tm  Boston  Socxjbtt  of  Natural  Hxstobt,  1854-''56,  Vol,  Y. 

In  the  district  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  river,  where  the 
roost  valuable  seam  of  coke  has  been  explored,  it  is  at  present 
wroaght  by  two  vertical  shafts.  In  that  nearest  the  outcrop,  the 
ooke  is  reached  at  112  feet  from  the  surface;  in  the  other  at  207 
feet,  the  dip  of  the  ooal  measures  being  nearly  west^  and  at  a  low 
angle.  A  third  shaft,  recently  wrought,  which  lies  nearer  the  mar- 
gin of  the  basin  than  either  of  the  preceding,  cuts  the  stratum  of 
ooke  at  the  depth  of  90  feet.  A  bed  of  whinstone,  or  coarse  gray 
trap,  is  intercalated  in  the  coal  measures  of  this  part  of  the  basin, 
intersecting  the  two  first  mentioned  shafts,  but  cropping  out  a  little 
west  of  the  third.  This  bed  is  met  with  in  the  deepest  and  most 
western  of  the  shafts,  at  a  distance  of  about  100  feet  from  the  sur- 
face, and  is  more  than  80  feet  thick  where  it  is  out  through ;  but  in 
the  next  sliaft  it  is  struck  at  a  depth  of  less  tbaa  80  feet,  and  has 
thinned  down  to  about  half  the  preceding  thickness. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  effects  produced  by  this  igneous 
bed  is  seen  in  the  stratum  of  carbonaceous  fire-clay  which  lies  next 
beneath.  This,  which  in  the  second  shaft  has  a  thickness  of  eleven 
feet,  has  been  greatly  indurated,  and  made  to  assume  a  columnar 
structure,  by  which  the  whole  mass  is  converted  into  a  congeries  of 
closely  packed  five  and  six  sided  prisms,  often  quite  regular,  usually 
about  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  always  at  right  angles  to  the 
lower  surface  of  the  trap.  A  portion  of  this  bed,  originally  occu- 
pied by  impure  coaly  matter,  presents  the  same  columnar  structure, 
but  the  material  is  a  compact  plumbaginous  coke,  with  much  earthy 
matter  intermixed.  The  general  aspect  of  the  gray  part  of  this  bed 
strongly  resembles  that  of  the  coarser  varieties  of  fire-brick  after 
they  have  been  long  exposed  to  intense  heat.  This  is  what  might 
be  expected,  for  in  the  bed  in  question  we  have  the  very  materials 
of  fire-brick,  and  in  the  overlying  trap  we  have  a  source  of  igneous 
action  which,  in  the  originally  molten  condition  of  this  substance, 
could  not  fail  to  work  great  changes  in  the  contiguous  strata.    This 
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colnmnar  indarated  clay,  or  nafcaral  fire-brick,  when  recently  broken, 
emits  a  roost  offensive  odor,  partly  that  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen, 
and  partly,  perhaps,  caused  by  a  sulphuret  of  carbon. 

At  the  depth  of  about  seventy  feet  below  the  bottom  of  the  trap 
occurs  the  bed  of  natural  coke,  for  the  mining  of  which  chiefly 
these  openings  have  been  made.  This  interval  below  the  fire-day 
is  occupied  by  bluish  and  drab  argillaceous  and  sandy  slates,  with 
some  worn  sandstone,  the  former  abounding  in  impressions  of 
plants,  among  which  may  be  noted  Equisetum  columnare,  Zamites 
obtusifolius,  and  Ta^niopteris  magnifolia — forms  which,  many  years 
ago,  I  pointed  out  as  marking  the  Oolite  age  of  these  coal-beariug 
strata.  The  baking  action  of  the  trap  is  curiously  shown  in  all  these 
fossils.  The  coaly  matter  of  the  stems  and  fronds  when  closely 
examined  is  seen  to  be  blebby  or  blistered.  It  is  in  fact  coke, 
which,  while  it  retains  the  outlines  and  stronger  markings  of  the 
plant,  has  in  its  partial  fusion  obliterated  all  the  finer  characters  of 
the  organized  surface. 

The  coke,  where  it  has  been  successfully  mined,  forms  a  bed 
about  five  feet  thick,  including  but  little  slate,  and  presenting  a 
nearly  homogeneous  mass  of  a  bluish-black  color,  uniformly  vesicn- 
lar,  and  light  enough  to  fioat  in  water.  It  retains  only  a  minute 
fraction  of  the  volatile  ingredients  of  the  unaltered  bituminous  coal 
of  this  region,  but  it  ignites  readily,  and  burns  like  the  compacter 
kinds  of  ordinary  coke.  Throughout  the  bed,  but  especially  towards 
the  top,  it  presents  a  partially  columnar  structure.  Where  this 
structure  is  marked,  the  coke  is  found  to  crepitate  when  heated.  Jn 
some  localities  on  the  south  side  of  the  James  river,  where  the 
whole  mass  of  coal  and  adjoining  shale  has  been  rendered  complete- 
ly columnar,  the  material,  in  the  process  of  heating,  breaks  up  with 
explosions  like  the  crack  of  a  pistol,  at  the  same  time  projecting  its 
fragments  to  some  distance  from  the  grate. 

The  gradually  diminishing  influence  of  the  trap  bed  as  we  recede 
downwards,  is  illustrated  by  the  section  in  one  of  the  shafts  which 
embraces  a  thickness  of  fifty  feet  of  strata  below  the  seam  of  coke 
above  described.  Afler  passing  through  indurated  fire-clay,  lying 
immediately  beneath  the  coke,  we  have  a  thickness  of  about  twenty 
feet  of  slates,  followed  by  a  thin  seam  of  semi-coke,  or  coky  coal — 
more  bituminous  below  than  at  the  top;  and  after  this,  descending 
through  some  twenty  feet  more  slates  and  sandstones,  we  come 
upon  a  bed  of  bituminous  coal,  which  appears  to  have  sustained  no 
alteration  beyond  the  development  throughout  the  mass  of  a  colum- 
nar structure.  In  the  deepest  of  the  three  shafts,  the  seam  now 
wrought,  under  the  intelligent  direction  of  Colonel  Worth,  corre- 
sponds to  the  coky  coal  above  described,  the  lower  layer  retaining 
much  of  its  original  bitumen.  In  all  these  workings,  the  gradation 
of  metamorphio  infiuence  is  beautifully  marked  within  a  distance  of 
less  than  fifty  feet  of  strata,  from  the  greatly  altered  shale  or  fire- 
clay, immediately  beneath  the  trap,  through  the  successive  slates 
and  coke  seams,  to  the  unchanged  bituminous  coal  at  the  bottom  of 
the  section. 
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To  the  President  and  Direeton  of  the  PridevcUe  Iron  Co. 

Gentlemsn  :  The  following  report  of  the  mining  resonrces  of 
the  Pride?ale  Iron  Company,  will  be  foand  more  detailed  and  spe- 
cific than  waa  contemplated,  when  the  geological  examination  of 
the  property  was  first  proposed.  This  has  arisen  from  the  variety  and 
minateness  of  the  observations  which  I  have  found  it  necessary  to 
make.  Had  I  met  with  a  seam  of  Ore  of  the  great  thickness  and  ex- 
tent which  mmor  so  often  vaguely  ascribes  to  these  deposits,  I  could 
in  a  short  time,  have  made  all  the  examinations  necessary,  to  assure 
the  Company  of  a  solid  foundation  for  enterprise,  and  to  guide  in  the 
mining  operations  which  would  be  required.  But  in  the  Pridevale 
tract,  as  in  the  coal  regions  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  generally, 
the  seams  of  Iron  Ore  are  not  large,  and  are  fluctuating.  I  have 
therefore,  felt  it  to  be  vital  to  the  interests  of  the  Company,  that  I 
should  examine  every  layer  of  Ore  on  or  near  the  Company's  land, 
in  order  to  learn,  in  the  first  place,  whether  from  these  multiplied 
sources,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of  any  liurge  deposit,  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  Ore  could  be  anticipated ;  and,  in  the  second  place, 
by  a  comparison  of  their  character,  thickness  and  continuity,  to 
form  a  safe  judgment  as  to  which  beds  are  the  most  desirable  for 
use^and  the  most  to  be  relied  on  for  permanency. 

With  these  views  I  have  visited  every  opening  of  importance 
within  the  limits  of  the  property,  as  well  as  many  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  I  have  included  in  my  examinations  the  Coal  seams,  and 
beds  of  Fire-clay  and  Limestone  of  each  locality.  The  result  of  this 
extensive  exploration,  has  been  the  conviction  that  the  Anna,  Henry 
Clay  and  Woodgrove  furnaces,  can  each  command  an  adequate  sup- 
ply of  Ores  of  various  composition  and  richness,  and  that  by  a 
judicious  mining  of  the  better  varieties,  the  products  of  the  Furnace 
and  Rolling-mill  may  be  impressed  with  the  best  qualities  which 
the  several  uses  of  the  metal  demand. 

As  a  knowledge  of  the  geological  place  in  the  aasociated  rocks, 
of  the  several  layers  of  Iron  Ore,  Coal,  or  Limestone,  is  essential 
to  the  successful  tracing  of  their  outcrop,  and  therefore  to  the  de- 
termination of  their  continuity,  and  the  area  which  they  cover,  I 
have  made  it  an  object  of  prominent  importance  to  ascertain  the 
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saccessioD,  and,  as  nearly  as  time  and  means  would  permit,  to  meas- 
ure the  thickness  of  each  band  of  Sandstone,  Slate,  Shale,  or  Lime- 
stone, included  in  the  tract,  and  to  locate  in  their  proper  places  the 
layers  of  Ore  and  beds  of  Coal  and  Fire-clay. 

The  results  I  have  embodied  in  a  graphical  form,  in  two  Geohgi- 
cal  Sections^  representing  the  several  beds  of  rock,  and  their  included 
valuable  deposits. 

Section  A  is  intended  simfily  to  show  the  succession  and  relative 
thickness  of  the  several  strata,  from  the  great  Limestone  beneath 
the  Coal-Measures,  up  to  the  Sandstone  which  lies  over  the  Big 
Goal.  This,  I  believe,  includes  all  the  important  bands  of  Rock, 
Ore,  Goal,  Fire-clay  and  Limestone,  within  the  limits  of  tlie  Pride- 
vale  tract.  In  this  section,  the  strata  are  represented  as  lying  layer 
upon  layer,  in  horizontal  beds,  so  as  together  to  form  a  vertical 
column.  In  reality,  however,  such  is  not  their  position.  While 
they  maintain  the  order  of  succession  exhibited  in  this  vertical  sec- 
tion, or  geological  column^  they  are  placed  in  positions  more  or  less 
inclined^  having,  with  a  few  exceptions,  on  the  Pride  vale  tract,  a 
descending  slope  or  dip  towards  the  northwest. 

Section  B  is  designed  to  represent  the  altitudes,  as  well  as  the 
dimensions  and  order  of  the  strata.  It  indicates  the  general  con- 
tour of  the  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  Gheat  River,  and  includes 
the  geological  structure  of  the  tract,  extending  from  the  centre  of 
Laurel  Hill  to  the  hill  containing  the  Big  Goal  at  the  western  limit  of 
the  Gompany's  property.  In  this  section  will  be  found  indicated 
the  place  at  which  tbe  several  bands  or  seams  of  Ore  and  Goal  come 
to  the  surface,  or  crop  outy  and  the  points  where,  in  virtue  of  their 
sloping  position,  they  are  made  to  dip  beneath  the  level  of  the 
river.  For  the  sake  of  clearness,  and  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  of 
great  length,  a  less  scale  has  been  used  for  the  horizontal  than  for 
the  vertical  measures.  This  has  the  effect  of  steepening  the  dips, 
and  thus  giving  the  desired  prominence  to  the  structural  features 
of  the  section. 

It  should  be  understood  that  neither  of  these  Sections  claims  to 
be  minutely  accurate  or  complete.  A  much  longer  time,  with  all  the 
resources  of  a  topographical  survey,  would  be  requisite  to  furnish 
the  materials  for  a  really  exact  picture  of  the  economical  geology  of 
this  region.  The  want  of  even  an  appropriate  topographical  map 
has  added  greatly  to  the  labor  of  compiling  in  the  field  the  repre- 
sentations here  given  of  its  geology.  But  it  will,  I  think,  be  found, 
that  a  great  practical  object  has  been  secured  in  determining  the 
order  of  succession  of  the  strata  and  their  valuable  contents,  in  trac- 
ing many  of  them  along  their  outcrop,  and  in  measuring  their 
thicknesses  and  distances  asunder. 

It  must  be  remembered,  that  the  sections  have  been  constructed 
with  reference  to  the  formations  as  they  present  themselves  on  or 
near  the  Gheat  River  above  and  below  the  Anna  Furnace— and  will 
not,  in  all  their  details,  be  found  applicable  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
Woodgrove  Furnace.  Even  in  this  short  interval,  some  of  the  sub- 
ordinate divisions  of  the  Goal-Measures  undergo  important  changes 
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of  composition  and  thickness;  and  these  alterations  affect  also  the 
Goal,  Iron  Ore  and  other  materials  associated  with  them. 

Hereafter,  should  a  more  thorough  and  detailed  survey  of  the 
whole  tract  be  undertaken,  I  would  recommend,  as  of  much  practi- 
cal value,  a  vertical  and  a  transverse  geological  section  for  this 
vicinity;  but,  meanwhile,  some  of  the  more  important  changes 
which  present  themselves  at  Woodgrove  will  be  found  noted  in  the 
bodv  of  this  Report. 

In  presentiug  the  result  of  mj  observations,  it  will  be  conven- 
ient, as  well  as  osefnl,  to  classify  them  under  the  following  heads : — 

Of  the  General  Geological  Structure  of  the  District 

Of  the  several  Groups  of  Ore  Beds. 

General  Remarks  on  the  Ores. 

Of  the  Ooal-Seams. 

Of  the  Limestones. 

OftheFire-Olays. 

Of  teee  Ge^tbbal  Geology  of  thb  Distbiot. 

The  Laurel  Hill  range,  upon  and  along  the  western  flank  of  which 
the  company's  land  is  situated,  is  a  broad,  moderately  elevated 
mountain,  prolonged  from  Pennsylvania,  in  a  8.  W.  direction,  for 
some  thirty  miles  into  Virginia,  and  forming  the  last  conspicuous 
swell  in  the  area  of  the  cod-bearing  rocks.  The  strata  comprising 
this  mountain  present  what  is  called  an  antielinal  structure — that 
is,  they  come  downwards  from  its  centre  towards  the  opposite  sides 
of  the  ridge,  and  form,  when  unbroken,  a  continuous  arch,  the  flat 
crown  of  which  corresponds  to  the  centre  of  the  mountain.  This 
is  clearly  seen  in  Section  B.  The  inclination  or  dip  of  the  strata, 
on  the  northwest  side  of  the  mountain,  is  towards  the  northwest; 
that  on  the  opposite  side,  towards  the  southeast  This  structure 
is  clearly  revealed,  in  the  grand  gorge,  or  winding  transverse  val- 
ley, by  which  the  Oheat  River  passes  through  the  Laurel  Hill. 

Here,  about  midway  between  the  opposite  flanks  of  the  range, 
are  seen  the  peculiar  sandstones  and  slates  of  a  formation  geolorioal- 
ly  far  below  the  true  Goal  Measures,  but  which  sometimes  includes 
a  thin  and  delusive  coal  seam.  These  rocks  form  the  upper  part  of 
the  Ve$pertiM  series  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  geology.  In  a 
broad  arch,  externally  concentric  with  this,  is  the  group  of  reddish 
and  buff  sandstones  and  soft  red  shales,  associated  with  a  thick  mass 
of  limestone,  and  terminated  above  by  dark  shales,  including  several 
valuable  layers  of  Iron  Ore.  This  is  the  Umbral  series  of  the  Virghiia 
and  Pennsylvania  geology.  The  limestone  and  other  hard  rocks  of 
this  group  form,  on  the  sides  of  the  great  water-gap  of  the  Gheait 
River,  a  line  of  cliffs  in  a  long  arch,  high  in  the  face  of  the  hill,  but 
still  far  below  the  true  mountain  summit.  Next  above,  and  exterior 
to  this  arch  of  umbral  limestone,  and  overlying  red  and  iron-bearing 
shales,  is  the  lowest  division  of  the  true  Goal-Measures — the  8erM 
series  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  geology.  This  is  the  great 
Serai  Gonglomerate  or  the  Millstone-grit  of  geologists.     It  is  a 
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ooarae  and  often  pebbly  grey  sandstone,  in  massiye  beds ;  and  wben 
not  removed  bj  denudation,  is  seen  crowning  the  mountain  with 
loftj  mnral  cliffs,  snch  as  the  Baven  rocks,  the  remnants  of  a  oon- 
tinaoas  mass,  which  once  bent  over  the  mountain  in  a  grand, 
unbroken  arch.  Fortunately  for  the  iron  manufacturer,  this  thick 
cover  of  rock  has  been  swept  away,  over  large  depressed  areas  on 
the  top  and  brow  of  the  mountain,  and  access  has  thus  been  g^ven 
to  the  Iron  Ores,  imbedded  in  the  next  subjacent  strata. 

Above  the  great  conglomerate,  the  series  of  strata  embraces 
sandstones,  often  conglomeritic,  slates,  shales  and  limestones,  with 
beds  of  Goal  and  Fire-cli^,  and  layers  of  Iron  Ore,  all  included 
under  the  general  title  of  Coal-Measures  or  the  Serai  roehB  of  the 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  geology.  The  general  dip  of  these  strata 
on  the  western  slope  of  Laurel  Hill,  is  towards  the  northwest,  but 
becomes  more  nearly  horizontal,  and  even  takes  a  very  feeble  oppo- 
site dip,  as  we  recede  in  that  direction.  This  flattening  and  some- 
times slight  reversal  of  the  dip,  as  indicated  in  Section  B,  has  evi- 
dently the  effect  of  maintiuning  the  limestones  of  the  Quarry  Hill 
high  in  their  extension  westward  into  the  hill  of  the  Big  Coal,  and 
to  give  that  seam  a  greati^r  elevation  above  the  river,  than  with  an 
undiminished  western  dip  it  would  have  maintained. 

The  Coal  Measures  included  in  the  Pridevale  property,  consist  of 
the  Older  Coal  group,  the  Older  Barren  shales,  and  the  lower  pari 
of  Newer  Coal  group.  The  Older  coal  group  extends  from  the  top 
of  the  great  Conglomerate  or  Cliff  rock,  to  the  top  of  the  lesser  difr, 
which  lies  above  the  Four-feet  vein  of  Coal.  Within  this  interval, 
generally,  two  or  more  workable  seams  of  coal  are  included.  The 
Older  Barren  shales  occupy  the  interval  between  the  top  of  the  less- 
er Cliff  rook  above  mentioned,  and  the  Big  or  Seven-feet  Coal.  This 
group  is  chiefly  composed  of  red  or  variegated  shales,  calcareous 
sandstones  and  ochreoas  limestones,  and  usually  contains  very  little 
available  coal. 

The  Newer  Coal  group  contains,  at  its  lower  limit,  the  Big  Goal, 
over  which,  as  at  Eclipse  Rock,  is  usually  a  heavy  mass  of  sandstone, 
and  still  higlier  in  the  series,  two  or  three  workable  seams  of  ooaL 
But  these  are  geologically  too  high  to  be  contained  in  even  the  lofti- 
est hills  on  the  Pridevale  side  of  the  Monongahela,  and  are  met  with 
for  the  first  time  on  the  high  grounds,  some  distance  west  of  that 
stream. 

Of  The  Ibon  Ores. 

For  the  sake  of  greater  denmera  of  description,  and  as  a  guide 
for  Aitnre  explorations,  I  think  it  expedient  to  group  the  several 
Ore-beds  thus  far  discovered,  according  to  certain  geological  bound- 
aries, which  are,  for  the  most  part,  sufficiently  marked  to  be  easily 
determined.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  this  group- 
ing does  not  necessarily  imply  any  special  agreement  in  composition 
or  richness  of  the  ores  so  associated,  although  in  some  of  the  groups 
such  a  resemblance  actually  exists. 
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The  Ut  or  Martin  Oraup  of  Ore$. 

Tbe  First  or  lotoest  group  of  Ort»^  of  wbioh  the  Martin  Ore  may 
be  token  as  tbe  type,  ia  embraced  in  a  mass  of  black,  baff  and  brown- 
iifb  shales,  and  greenish  shaly  sandstones,  lying  beneath  the  con- 
glomerate, and  having  an  aggregate  thickness,  varying  from  forty  to 
tifty  feet.  Tbis  mass  is  separated  from  the  conglomerate  proper  by 
some  twenty  or  thirty  feet  of  a  rather  fine-grained  and  toogh  sand- 
stone, of  a  buff  color,  which  is  usually  exposed  at  the  base  of  the 
great  cliff. 

The  Ores  of  tbis  group  are,  of  course,  accessible  where  the  moun- 
tain is  traversed  by  the  river ;  but,  in  tbis  position,  are  in  general 
deeply  covered  and  obscured  by  the  accumulation  of  fragments  of 
the  conglomerate  which  have  &llen  from  tbe  cliff.  They  are,  how- 
ever, laid  bare  extensively  on  the  high  grounds  near  the  centre  of 
the  Laurel  UiU  range,  where,  by  great  denuding  action,  the  arching 
cover  of  the  conglomerate  has  been  swept  off.  Such  ai*e  the  con- 
ditions under  which  they  have  been  found  at  the  head  waters  of 
Quarry  Run  and  its  branches,  and  of  Middle  Run — the  former  flow- 
ing by  the  Henry  Clay,  and  the  latter  by  the  Woodgrove  Furnaces. 
Banning  with  the  lowest  band  or  bed  of  Ore  included  in  the  group, 
I  shall  travel  upwards,  describing  each  in  succession,  as  regards 
chemical  character,  geological  position  and  other  particulars  bearing 
on  its  economical  value,  as  far  as  these  have  been  ascertained. 

The  First  or  latcest  Ore  of  the  Martin  group^  is  that  called  by  the 
miners  the  Red-belt  Ore,  This  lies  a  few  feet  above  the  first  de- 
posit of  red  shale  met  with  in  this  region,  under  the  great  con- 
glomerate, and  is  hence  very  easily  traced  and  identified.  It  has 
been  mined  along  the  outcrop  quite  extensively  by  benching  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  Henry  Clay  Furnace.  It  is  here  chiefly  a 
Hematite  and  is  of  fair  quality,  probably  a  forty  per  cent,  ore  when 
selected.  In  the  benches  no  opportunity  was  presented  for  estimat- 
ing tbe  thickness  of  the  bed.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the 
Furnace  at  the  Meeting-house,  it  has  been  drifted  on  by  Oarr,  who 
states  its  thickness  at  eighteen  inches;  but  the  drift  having  fallen  in, 
I  was  unable  to  verify  his  statement.  At  this  point  the  Ore  is 
Nodular  Carbonate,  rather  coarse  but  heavy,  and  would,  no  doubt, 
produce  well.  It  is  almost  certain  that  at  some  distance  from  the 
out-crop,  and  under  a  thick  cover  of  rock,  thb  bed  would  consist 
almost  exclusively  of  the  Nodular  Carbonate,  the  Hematite  found 
along  the  outcrop  being  due  to  the  modifying  action  of  tbe  atmos- 
phere upon  the  exposed  carbonate. 

Besides  the  line  of  exposure,  and  of  accessible  mining  of  this  ore, 
on  the  west  and  northwest  side  of  the  Quarry  Run,  ranging  above 
and  below  the  Furnace,  in  all  about  half  a  mile,  the  Bed-belt  Ore, 
rising  with  the  rocks  in  an  eastwardly  direction,  shows  itself  at 
various  places  along  the  slope  of  the  lull  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
Run,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Carres  dwelling. 

The  Second  Ore  of  the  present  group  is  that  known  at  the  mines 
connected  chiefly  with  the  Henry  Clay  Furnace,  as  the  Martin  Ore, 
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and  at  those  which  were  wrought  for  Woodgroye,  as  the  Chim 
Springy  or  Ra99  Ore.  These,  I  have  satisfied  myself,  occupy  the 
same  geological  position,  and  they  agree  in  composition  and  in  the 
associated  rocks.  This  Martin  Ore  is  separated  from  the  Bed-belt 
hy  some  twenty-five  to  thirty  feet  of  flaggy  sandstones  and  shales, 
furnishing  heds  of  excellent  material  for  grindstones.  It  has  heen 
wrought  hy  henching  in  a  winding  line  along  the  face  of  the  hills 
around  the  sources  of  Quarry  Run  and  other  neighhoring  streams, 
through  a  distance,  on  the  Pridevale  property,  which,  continuously 
measured,  would  probahly  amount  to  two  miles.  In  all  these  open- 
ings I  found,  by  the  specimens  left  on  the  banks,  that  the  ore  is  of 
nearly  a  uniform  quality,  being  a  Mue  nodular  carbonate  ofiron^  of 
rather  fine  ^rain,  covered  with  a  rich  scale  of  red  oxide,  the  ore  is 
embedded  in  black  and  ochreous  shales,  and  consists  partly  of 
nodules,  placed  at  irregular  intervals  in  parallel  horizontal  courses, 
and  partly  of  one  or  more  layers  of  nodules,  thicker  and  more 
closely  placed.  At  the  locality  wrought  by  Mr.  McKelvy  last 
year,  where  alone  I  had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  face  of 
the  ore,  I  found,  in  the  upper  ten  feet  of  shales  exposed  in  the 
bench,  four  courses  of  nodules,  equivalent,  I  think,  to  a  continuous 
bed  of  six  inches.  Below  these,  and  separated  from  one  another 
by  eighteen  inches  of  the  same  shales,  are  the  two  main  courses 
or  layers,  amounting  together  to  about  twelve  inches.  In  some 
places,  the  aggregate  thickness  would  perhaps  be  greater ;  in  others, 
much  less. 

The  shales  associated  with  these  layers,  so  far  as  seen  exposed, 
are  soft  and  crumbling,  and  have  therefore  greatly  favored  the  deep 
benching  which  has  fdready  been  so  extensively  carried  into  them. 
Along  the  line  of  these  openings,  there  are  many  intervals  where 
the  same  mode  of  mining  may  yet  be  continued ;  but  the  great  body 
of  the  ore  in  these  localities  can  only  be  reached  by  a  systematic 
plan  of  drift  mining,  for  which  favorable  positions  could  easily  be 
found. 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  Martin  Ore  along  a  part  of  its 
outcrop  on  the  Pridevale  property,  hoe  not  been  mined  in  any  way. 
The  long  hill- side,  where  tne  Hematite  Ore  is  now  mined,  must,  at  a 
lower  level,  contain  this  Ore,  and  would  offer  a  favorable  position 
for  reaching  it  by  stripping  and  shallow  benching;  and  the  same 
remark  applies  to  the  slope  connected  with  the  former,  which  lies 
nearly  opposite  to,  but  somewhat  further  up  the  turnpike,  than  the 
Martin  banks,  near  the  old  Furnace.  It  is  highly  desirable  to  have 
this  Ore  traced  and  proved  along  the  range  referred  to,  as  well  as  in 
other  blank  spaces  which  have  not  been  benched  upon.  It  is  a  pro- 
ductive ore,  and  seems  to  have  been  mined  advantageously  along  the 
whole  extent  of  the  openings. 

The  Qum  Spring*  or  Rose  Openings^  are  chiefly  in  this  Ore. 
These  are  situated  in  the  slopes  surrounding  the  head  waters  of  a 
stream  lying  between  Quarry  and  Middle  Runs,  and  being  nearer 
to  Woodgrove  Furnace,  were  wrought,  I  believe,  entirely  for  its  use. 
Judging  by  the  fragments  of  ore  left  on  the  benches,  it  does  not 
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differ  frora  the  material  obtained  at  the  Martin  Ore  Diggings  above 
described,  and  its  geological  position  is  the  same. 

The  great  Oliff  Kock  is  seen  on  the  hill  above  its  outcrop  at  a 
level  vertically  over  it  of  some  forty  feet.  The  benches  exposed 
black  and  ochreoas  shales,  and  are  continued  along  the  edge  of  a  deep 
winding  valley,  for  upwards  of  half  a  mile.  The  scattered  nodules 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  benoh  would  be  equivalent  to  a  layer  of 
three  inches.  The  lower  layers  were  covered  up  by  the  fallen 
shale ;  but  according  to  Carr,  who  wrought  the  mine  last,  they  con- 
sisted of  two  adjacent  courses,  in  all  about  twelve  inches,  a  thick- 
ness probably  not  overstated. 

The  Third  Ore  of  the  Martin  group  is  what,  from  its  mineral  as- 
sociation, may  be  termed  the  Flint  Hematite,  Its  position,  geo- 
logically, is  some  twenty  or  twenty -five  feet  above  the  Martin  bed, 
and  like  the  latter,  it  is  enclosed  in  a  mass  of  black  and  drab  and 
ochreous  crumbling  shales.  The  chief  mining  in  this  Ore  is  in  a  line 
of  benching  along  the  eastern  face  of  the  hill,  which  forms  the 
western  boundary  of  the  comparatively  level  ground  marked  by  the 
old  mines  of  the  Rock  and  Martin  Ores.  Here  its  long  line  of  out- 
crop affords  favorable  opportunities  for  drifting,  as  well  as  bench 
work.  It  has  already  been  mentioned,  that  the  Martin  Ore  ought 
to  be  explored,  in  a  parallel  line  in  a  lower  level,  and  J  may  here 
add,  that  the  Rock  Ore,  or  next  higher  bed,  is  to  be  worked  for  a 
short  distance  above  it ;  but,  as  yet,  the  operations  in  this  hill  have 
been  confined  to  the  Flint  Hematite. 

In  the  drift  now  advancing  in  this  bed,  I  found  the  Ore  proper 
in  the  form  of  an  irregular  stratum,  varying  from  one  to  two  feet  in 
thickness,  consisting  of  a  dark  brown,  rather,  compact  Limonite^  or 
Earthy  Hematite^  including  nodules  or  lumps  of  clay,  and  resting 
on  a  mass  some  two  feet  thick,  of  a  nearly  flinty  rock,  which  occa- 
sionally passes  into  an  impure  ore.  I  observed,  also,  in  the  overly- 
ing shales,  irregular  seams  of  an  earthy  variety  of  pipe  Ore.  From 
this  line  of  workings  we  may  count  with  some  confidence  on  an  av- 
erage thickness  of  fourteen  inches,  and  I  think  we  may  estimate  the 
strength  of  the  ore,  when  properly  culled^  at  not  less  than  forty-two 
per  cent.  But  care  is  needed  at  the  ore  heap  to  prevent  too  great 
an  intermixture  of  earthy  matter  with  the  good  ore.  The  large 
lumps  obtained  from  the  mine  ought  all  to  be  broken,  to  release  the 
ore  from  much  of  the  included  or  adhering  earth  and  flinjby  ma- 
terial. 

The  Fourth  Ore  of  the  Martin  group  is  that  known  variously 
among  the  miners  as  the  Eock  Ore  and  England  Ore,  This  occurs 
also  in  dark  crumbling  shales,  at  a  height  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
feet  above  the  Hematite,  or  thirty  to  forty  feet  above  the  Martin 
Ore,  It  has  been  very  extensively  mined  by  drifts  and  benches,  on 
the  level  high  grounds,  from  which  the  conglomerate  has  been 
swept  off  in  the  centre  of  the  Laurel  Hill  axis.  In  the  low  hill,  at 
the  upper  extremity  of  the  railroad  to  Henry  Olay,  and  near  the 
head  of  Quarry  Run,  it  forms  a  nearly  horizontal  sheet,  at  a  small 
depth  below  the  surface.     Here  it  has  been  removed  around  the 
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ontorop,  and  has  been  entered  on  nearly  every  side  by  drifts,  leav- 
ing, I  apprehend,  but  a  small  fraction  of  the  original  mass  of  ore  in 
its  place,  and  that  in  a  condition  difOicult  to  be  mined.  There  are 
points,  however,  in  tliis  locality,  where,  perhaps,  it  may  be  advan- 
tageously entered,  although  the  remaining  area  of  ore  is  certainly 
not  great. 

In  the  old  drift,  which  was  reopened  for  our  inspection,  I 
found  the  Bock  Ore  to  consist  of  a  layer  of  large  nodules  or  tuggatu^ 
as  the  miners  call  them,  consisting  of  rich  blue  carbonate^  about  five 
inches  thick,  associated  with  a  dark  bluish  and  purplish  Eoeh  Ore, 
made  up  of  round  granules,  of  a  dark  purplish  brown  color,  era- 
bedded  in  a  bluish  paste.  This  is  properly  an  Oolitic  or  Fuh^  roe 
Orey  a  mixture  of  oxide  and  carbonate  of  iron,  and  passes  into  an 
oolitic  limestone,  with  which,  without  some  care,  it  is  liable  to  be 
confounded.  Excluding  the  limestone,  I  could  not,  from  the  ex- 
posure in  the  drift,  form  any  exact  estimate  of  its  thickness ;  but 
the  two  Ores  together  may,  I  think,  be  set  down  at  ten  inches.  The 
miners  who  have  worked  in  this  locality,  affirm  it  to  have  been 
much  thicker ;  but  it  appears  to  have  been  in  this  respect  remarka- 
bly fluctuating. 

The  England  or  EocJc  Ore^  cropping  higher  than  either  the  Mar- 
tin or  Hematite  Ores*  should  be  sought  for  along  the  whole  extent 
of  the  hill-sides,  where  either  of  these  ores  have  been  benched 
upon ;  and  should  the  ore  prove  as  good  as  in  the  old  mines  above 
described,  the  extent  of  accessible  outcrop  thus  exposed  will  im- 
part to  this  bed  great  value. 

The  Ftfth  or  last  Ore  of  this  ^oup  is  a  meagre,  flaggy  ore,  inter- 
mixed with  some  good  knots  of  ISrown  Limonite,  which  is  obtained 
by  surface  stripping  and  shallow  benching  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  Boih  Ore  mines,  and  is  found  in  the  olive  shales  and  shaly  sand- 
stones that  overlie  the  dark  crumbly  shales,  in  which  the  JEoek  Ore 
is  embedded.  No  sufficiently  extensive  openings  have  been  made  in 
this  layer  to  determine  its  value.  Should  it  prove  of  real  impor- 
tance, it  would  be  accessible  along  a  great  extent  of  outcrop. 

From  the  geological  position  of  the  group  of  Ores  just  treated 
of,  it  is  evident  that  they  must  crop  out  in  all  localities  where  the 
strata  next  below  the  Great  Conglomerate  have  been  laid  bare  by 
denuding  causes.  As  the  lower  ledge  of  the  Conglomerate  rises 
from  the  bed  of  the  Cheat,  a  short  distance  below  the  moutli  of 
Quarry  Run,  and  thence  ascends  to  arch  over  the  mountain,  this 
stream  has  there  carved  its  channel  in  strata  subjacent  to  the  Con- 
glomerate, and  not  far  removed  from  the  beds,  including  the  Martin 
group  of  Ores.  Indeed,  it  has  for  some  time  been  known  that  the 
Bed-belt  Ore  shows  itself  in  this  immediate  vicinity ;  and  in  the 
course  of  ray  late  explorations,  I  found  beneath  the  Great  Cliff,  a 
considerable  thickness  of  dark  shales,  exposing  nodular  Ore  cor- 
responding to  the  Martin  or  England  beds.  This  locality  is  about 
one-eighth  of  a  mile  northwest  of  the  mouth  of  Quarry  Run,  and 
is  undoubtedly  the  geological  place  of  these  ores.  But  whether  the 
beds  would  prove  as  rich  and  thick  here  as  where  the  heavy  cliff 
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has  been  removed,  is  a  point  only  to  be  settled  by  actual  mining  on 
'  the  spot.    On  both  sides  of  Qaarry  Rnn,  near  the  Henrj  Clay  Fur- 
nace, these  ores  mnst  also  take  their  place.  None  of  them,  however, 
bat  the  Eed-b^U  has  yet  been  explored  or  mined  in  that  vicinity. 

The  Snd,  or  Stratford  Group  of  Ores. 

The  Second  group  of  Ores,  of  which  the  8tra{ford  may  be  aft- 
samed  as  the  type,  is  incladed  between  the  top  of  the  Great  Con- 
glomerate and  the  next  superior  mass  of  heavy  bedded  rocks.  This 
overlying  mass  is  a  rather  coarse  argillaceoos  sandstone,  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  feet  thick,  forming,  where  well  exposed,  a  distinct 
cliff,  which,  being  the  first  mass  of  hard  rocks  above  the  Stratford 
group  of  ores,  becomes  a  valuable  guide  in  following  their  outcrop. 
Tbe  interval  between  the  Conglomerate  and  this — which  we  may 
call  the  Stratford  Cliff  Rock — is  occupied  by  olive,  buff  and  blackish 
shales,  passing  into  greenish  and  brown  flaggy  sandstones,  and  in- 
eluding  thin  beds  of  quite  compact  gray  sandstone. 

Tbe  lowest  of  this  important  group  of  Ore  beds,  is  that  opened  at 
Kick  Carres  bank  and  which  we  may  designate  as  the  Carr  Ore, 
Its  place,  geologically,  is  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet  above  the 
Great  Conglomerate,  and  its  crop  is  seen  on  the  turnpike,  near  the 
horse  trough.  At  Carres  opening,  about  half  a  mile  northwest  of  the 
Henry  Clay  Furnace,  in  the  upper  six  or  seven  feet  of  the  bench, 
are  scattered  nodules  of  rich  Carbonate,  at  the  base  a  course  of 
bluish  Plate  or  Flag  Ore,  in  large  oblong  masses,,  from  six  to  seven 
inches  thick.  These  are  regularly  laminated,  the  layers  being 
marked  by  different  tints  in  the  crop  fracture,  giving  the  whole 
mass  the  appearance  of  a  laminated  sandstone,  or  sandy  slate,  into 
which,  indeed,  the  bed  occasionally  degenerates.  The  laminar  sur- 
faces of  this  as  Well  as  the  adjacent  slates  and  sandstones,  are  oc- 
cupied by  carbonized  remains  of  leaves  and  other  vegetable  im- 
pressions. The  whole  mass,  including  the  nodules  above,  may  be 
estimated  at  ten  inches.  It  is  a  heavy  ore,  found  to  work  well  at 
the  Anna  Furnace,  and  promises  to  be  persistent.  Below  the  heavy 
plate  is  a  layer  of  much  poorer  Rock  or  Sandstone  Ore,  some  fifteen 
inches  thick,  and  a  few  feet  lower  is  a  thin  coal  seam,  the  first  met 
with  above  the  Conglomerate. 

The  Second  Ore  of  the  Stratford  group,  is  the  Strafford  Ore 
proper.  This  lies  about  twenty  feet  higher  in  the  strata  than  the 
preceding,  and  is  separated  from  it  by  a  coal  seam,  which  at  some 
points  is  said  to  be  three  feet  thick— -it  is  certainly,  I  think,  as  much 
as  two  feet.  The  ore  lies  in  bluish  or  lead-gray  shales,  and  where 
inspected  by  me,  in  a  drift  on  the  mountain  road,  consists  of  three 
courses  of  Jiat  nodules  and  larger  roundish  masses  of  blue  wrgilla- 
eeous  Carbonate,  making  an  aggregate  thickness  of  about  ten  inches. 
A  long  line  of  benching  has  been  pursued  on  the  outcrop  of  this 
ore,  eastward  of  the  drift  in  question,  and  from  what  I  heard  and 
observed,  these  mines  have  fhmished  a  large  amount  of  ore.  The 
ore  is  a  compact,  sometimes  rather  rough  and  sandy  Carbonate^  but 


690 

it  will  yield  well  for  an  ore  of  this  clasfl.  The  shales  along  the. 
oatcrop  are  crambly  and  easily  removed:  but  in  the  drifts  examined, 
they  show  a  degree  of  compactness  which  mnst  add  somewhat  to 
the  cost  of  mining.  These  as  well  as  the  Garr  Ore  have  a  long 
line  of  outcrop  yet  untouched,  to  which  hereafter  attention  may  be 
properly  directed. 

Above  the  true  Stratford  bed,  at  a  distance  of  about  twenty-five 
feet,  we  met  with  the  Third,  Ore  of  the  present  group,  the  Blach- 
hand  Ore,  This,  as  indicated  in  its  name,  occurs  in  a  mass  of  black 
and  dark  gray  shale,  the  crop  of  which  is  seen  on  the  Mountain  road, 
a  short  distance  west  of  the  Stratford  drift.  This  should  not  be 
confounded  with  the  peculiar  black  carbonaceous  ore  found  in  the 
Scotch  and  English  coal-measures  known  as  the  Blaek-hand^  and 
which  is  of  a  black  color.  In  the  present  case  it  is  not  the  ore,  but 
tlie  associated  shale,  that  has  that  hue.  Still  further  west,  or  down 
the  mountaiu,  it  has  been>  opened  below  the  road,  at  a  poiut  ad- 
joining the  old  opening  of  the  Stratford  Ore.  Here  the  Black-band 
discloses  it^lf  in  two  courses  of  large  irregular  nodules  of  good  ore, 
in  all  about  eight  inches  thick,' the  upper  course  consisting  of  ear- 
bonate  with  brown  oxide;  the  lower  chiefly  of  the  unaltered  ear- 
honate.  This  Ore  is  to  be  looked  for  above  the  Stratford  band, 
along  its  outcrop  generally.  At  the  old  opening  just  referred  to, 
owing  to  a  slip  or  displacement  of  the  strata,  the  Ore  could  not  be 
confidently  pursued. 

Above  the  black  shales  of  this  bed  are  sandy  slates,  and  olive 
and  bluish  shnles  .and  flaggy  sandstones,  occupying  a  thickness  of 
about  thirty-five  feet  These  in  the  outcrop  on  the  Turnpike  give 
some  indications  of  Ore,  and  mark,  as  I  think,  the  general  position  of 
the  ore  beds  recently  opened  on  the  Duval  Creek  and  on  Middle 
Run. 

The  former  of  these  openings,  a  little  more  than  one  mile  north* 
east  of  the  Anna  Furnace,  exposes  a  thick  mass  of  bluish-gray  sandy 
shales,  the  laminsd  of  which  are  crowded  with  the  remains  of  plants. 
Near  the  top  is  a  layer  of  nodular  blue  carbonate  of  excellent  qual- 
ity, below  this,  two' courses  of  large  nodular  mauee  or  ntggans  of 
inferior  (juality,  and  at  bottom  another  layer  of  the  A«w?y  nodules^ 
making  in  all  abont  ^Ye  inches  of  good  and  about  ten  inches  of  a 
poorer  but  still  available  ore.  This  mine  is  near  the  dwelling  of 
John  Coles,  by  whom  it  is  worked,  and  is  not  on,  but  adjoining  the 
Pridevale  property. 

The  other  opening,  known  as  Sam  Coleh  Mine,  embraces  both  sides 
of  Middle  Run,  and  brings  to  view  a  similar  series  of  bluish  sandy 
fossiliferous  shales.  In  the  upper  part  of  the  bench  are  a  few  small 
nodules  of  heavy  blue  ore ;  beneath  these  a  plate,  about  two  inches 
thick,  of  sandy  but  moderately  good  ore ;  and  at  bottoni  a  layer  from 
twelve  to  twenty-one  inches  thick,  composed  sometimes  of  large 
suggans  of  a  rather  meagre  but  probably  available  shelly  ore,  in- 
closed in  shale,  and  sometimes  of  a  rather  variable  bed  of  highly  fer- 
ruginous bluish  shale,  which,  taken  in  the  mass,  can  be  of  little  or  no 
value  as  an  ore. 
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Further  ap  the  stream  both  here  and  at  the  preceding  locality, 
we  should  look  for  the  lower  Stratford  Ores  before  mentioned,  and 
between  the  openings  on  Middle  Ran  and  the  old  Strafford  Minm 
on  the  Tnmpike,  a  distance  of  more  than  two  miles,  there  is  great 
scope  for  mining  in  all  these  layers  of  ore,  by  benching  as  well  as 
by  drifts. 

The  recent  opening  on  the  Mountain  Turnpike,  near  the  Horse 
trough,  is  evidently  in  the  upper  beds  of  the  Stratford  group,  and 
from  the  general  richness  of  the  layers  exposed,  gives  promise  of  a 
persistent  value  in  these,  as  well  as  the  laaer  Stra^ord  Ores,  This 
should  encourage  exploration  along  their  outcrop  close  in  towards 
the  base  of  the  Stratford  Cliff  rock  above  described. 

JTie  Sd,  or  N'orrU  Group  of  Ores, 

This  assemblage  of  Ore-beds  is  included  between  the  upper  limits 
of  the  Stratford  Cliff  rock,  and  the  bottom  of  the  four- feet  vein  of 
coal,  an  interval  of  about  one  hundred  and  ninety  feet,  embracing 
shales  and  shaly  sandstones  and  beds  of  Coal  and  Fire-clay,  and  in 
some  localities  one  or  two  thin  and  variable  courses  of  Limestone. 

The  lotoest  of  this  group,  the  Norris  Ore^  has  its  place  near  the 
upper  limit  of  a  mass  of  shales  and  shaly  sandstones,  which,  in  geo- 
logical position,  is  next  superior  to  the  Stratford  Cliff  rock.  This 
ore  is  found  in  and  directly  beneath  the  bed  of  Fire-day  which  sup- 
ports the  Norris  vein  of  coal.  It  is  chiefly  a  hroton  oxide  or  earthy 
hematite  of  good  quality.  Above  the  Coal,  which  at  some  points  is 
a  good  seam,  three  to  four  feet  thick,  is  another  mass  of  Fire-clay, 
of  a  compact  and  flue  grain,  called  here  Whetstone,  and  which  has 
been  very  largely  dug  for  the  manufacture  of  Fire  Brick.  Resting 
on  this  is  a  thin  plate  of  coal.  Little  ore  is  found  in  the  upper 
Fire-clay  but  I  learn  that  a  good  thickness  was  mined  in  the  benches 
extending  through  the  lower  Fire-clay.  The  openings  of  the  Norris 
Ore  have  been  thus  far  confined  to  so  much  of  the  broad  slope  of 
the  mountain  west  of  the  Stratford  Cliff  Rock,  and  lying  over  it,  as 
intervenes  between  the  Mountain  road  and  the  head  of  the  next 
great  hollow  towards  the  North.  Here  the  Fire-clay  and  Ore  have 
been  benched  upon  over  quite  a  large  surface.  There  is  still,  I 
think,  a  good  extent  of  the  outcrop  of  this  ore,  and  the  associated 
valuable  materials  which  remain  untouched. 

Above  the  Norris  Coal,  and  separated  from  it  by  some  twenty 
or  twenty-five  feet  of  shales,  occurs  the  Second  Ore  bed  of  the  present 
group,  wliich,  from  its  usual  association  with  limestone,  we  may  call 
the  Limestone  Ore  bed.  It  lies  a  few  feet  beneath  a  thin  coal  seam, 
and  is  associated  with  Fire-clay,  Shale,  and  a  rather  ferruginous 
Limestone,  into  which,  at  places,  the  ore  seems  to  graduate.  No 
important  opening  has,  I  believe,  been  made  in  this  Ore  bed,  and  its 
value  remains  to  be  determined  by  future  explorations. 

Passing  an  interval  of  some  thirty  feet,  occupied  by  shales  and 
shaly  sandstones,  in  which  no  ore  has  yet  been  explored,  we  reach 
the  level  of  another  thin  coal  vein,  above  which,  in  the  gray  and 
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bafr  sandstones  and  sandy  shales,  occurs  the  Third  Ore  bed  of  the 
present  group — the  one  recently  opened  by  Clelian  in  the  hollow, 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  east  by  north  of  the  Anna  Furnaces ; 
this  lies  a  few  hundred  yards  higher  up  the  hollow  than  the  drift  of 
the  fonr-feet  coal  once  wrought  here.  In  the  bench  thus  far  laid 
bare,  are  three  courses  of  nodules  in  bluish  sandy  shale ;  below  these 
a  thin  layer  of  coarse  plate  ore,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  bench,  a 
double  flag  of  laminated  sandstone,  about  tweWe  inches  in  thick- 
ness, impregnated  with  carbonate  of  iron ;  another  coarse  of  sand- 
stone, containing  still  less  iron,  lies  some  fifteen  inches  beneath  the 
latter.  The  twelve  inch  flag  above  mentioned,  is  in  large  part 
nothing  better  than  a  ferruginous  sandstone,  and  will  I  think,  be 
found  worthless  as  an  ore.  In  the  mass,  it  certainly  cannot  contain 
over  ten  per  cent,  of  iron.  Parts  of  the  npper  layer,  and  all  the 
heavy  nodules  are  of  pretty  good  quality,  but,  unless  the  opening 
should  prove  more  productive  of  good  ore  than  at  present,  I  would 
advise  its  being  abandoned.  Search  should  be  made  in  the  shales 
some  twenty  feet  above,  and  as  much  below,  for  other  and  perhaps 
more  favorable  openings.  This  interval  appears  on  Decker's  Greek 
to  have  furnished  some  good  ore. 

It  is,  I  think,  in  the  space  next  above  the  Clelian  Ore,  that  we 
are  to  place  the  Askby  Ore  of  the  Woodgrove  tract,  which  therefore, 
provisionally,  we  may  designate  as  the  Fourth  ore  of  the  present 
group.  The  Ashhy  Ore  has  been  extensively  mined,  by  benching 
around  the  face  of  the  hill,  on  the  south  side  of  the  valley  of  Middle 
Run,  between  one-quarter  and  a  half  mile  from  Woodgrove  Fur- 
nace. It  occurs  in  a  drab  ochreous  shale,  associated  with  black, 
crumbling  slate,  and  probably  a  tliin  plate  of  coal.  The  mining 
having  been  discontinued  some  years,  no  opportunity  was  afforded 
for  determining  the  thickness  of  the  bed.  From  the  miner  who  had 
wrought  in  this  ore,  I  learned  that  it  lay  irregularly  in  the  shale, 
sometimes  a  foot,  and  sometimes  much  less  in  thickness.  The  frag- 
ments left  on  the  benches,  prove  it  to  have  been  a  brown  oxide  ore 
of  good  quality.  The  old  benching  has,  I  think,  removed  as  much 
of  the  ore  from  this  line,  as  can  be  conveniently  or  cheaply  reached 
by  this  method ;  but  the  line  of  benching  admits  of  being  extended, 
and  this  ore  merits  an  early  exploration,  as  its  quality,  and  it-s  vicin- 
ity to  Woodgrove,  would  give  it,  if  in  sufficient  quantity,  very  great 
value. 

A  Hematite  has  been  opened  on  the  face  of  the  hill,  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  run,  which  seems  to  correspond  in  geological  position 
to  the  Aflhby  Ore.  The  extent  of  this  will  probably  soon  be  made 
known. 

Betnrning  now  to  the  section  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Anna  Fur- 
nace, we  meet,  at  the  height  of  some  fifty  feet  above  the  Clelian  Ore, 
a  bed  of  Fire-clay,  containing  at  bottom  nodules  of  ore,  and  overlaid 
by  the  small  coal  seam  known  as  the  Blacksmith  vein.  These  are 
immediately  overlaid  by  a  mass  of  heavy  bedded  argillaceous  sand- 
stone, which,  at  a  short  interval  is  capped  by  the  Fonr-feet  Coal. 
The  ore  beneath  this  ledge,  and  associated  with  the  Blacksmith  vein. 
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is  now  being  explored  along  the  turnpike,  at  a  short  distance  below 
the  ledge  in  question^  and  was  formerly  dug  into  farther  np  the 
road,  a  little  below  its  level.  It  here  furnished  some  good  brown 
oxide. 

Above  the  sandstone  jast  mentioned,  which  was  here  a  thickness 
of  upwards  of  twenty  feet  (althouffh  entirely  wanting  on  Decker's 
Greek,)  we  meet  the  fire-clay  and  shales  subjacent  to  the  Foar-feet 
Goal.  In  these  there  occurs  what  here,  as  well  as  at  Decker's  Creek, 
has  long  been  known  under  the  name  of  the  Swisher  Ore,  This  was 
at  one  time  largely  mined  on  Decker's  Greek,  where  it  formed  a 
band  of  from  six  to  ten  inches  of  heavy  carbonate  and  oxide,  and 
was  accompanied  by  a  stratum  of  limestone.  This  limestone  band 
is  absent  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Anna  Furnace. 

Considering  the  coal  seam  at  Woodgrove  as  the  equivalent  of  the 
Four-feet  vein  of  the  Anna  Furnace,  the  limestone  ore  which  is 
found  beneath  that  seam  would  correspond  nearly,  if  not  exactly,  in 
geological  place  with  the  Bwisher  Ore.  Where  examined  by  me,  in 
the  drift  near  the  Meetinghouse  a  little  northeast  of  the  Furnace, 
this  ore  forms  an  irregular  bed,  lying  upon,  and  more  or  less  blend- 
ing with,  an  argillaceous  limestone— the  two  together  making  a  thick- 
ness of  two  feet,  of  which  one-third  may  be  estimated  as  ore.  Two 
feet  of  calcareous  Fire-clay  intervene  between  the  ore  and  the  bot- 
tom of  the  coal,  the  thickness  of  which,  at  this  drift,  is  about  three 
feet.  The  ore  is,  throughout,  more  or  less  calcareous  and  argilla- 
ceous, but  in  the  main  it  is  a  rather  rich  carbonate  e/iron. 

An  Ore,  corresponding  in  position  and  character  to  the  Swisher 
Ore,  has  been  opened  at  the  head  of  the  hollow  in  which  GleUan's 
mine  is  situated,  and  is  known  as  the  Butler  Ore,  It  occurs  beneath, 
and  quite  near  the  Four-feet  vein  of  coal,  which  crops  out  on  the 
ridge  at  a  short  distance  higher  up,  and  from  its  ricnness  and  re- 
puted thickness,  deserves  to  be  carefully  examined  along  the  exten- 
sive line  of  outcrop  in  which  it  is  here  accessible. 

The  4th,  or  JSaines  A  SnaJce-Den  Group  of  Ores. 

This  group  is  included  between  the  Four-feet  and  Two-and-a- 
half -feet  seams  of  Coal — an  interval  of  about  one  hundred  and  eighty 
feet — composed  below  chiefly  of  coarse  and  sometimes  conglomer- 
itic  sandstones,  and  above,  of  crumbly  argillaceous  and  calcareous 
shales. 

At  the  Anna  Furnace,  it  consists  of  two  belts,  the  first  or  lower 
of  which  has  been  for  some  years  mined  under  the  name  of  the 
Haines  Ore,  The  Haines  Ore  lies  in  a  mass  of  buff  and  olive  shales, 
some  twenty  feet  in  thickness,  interposed  between  the  two  very 
thick  masses  of  sandstone  which  are  largely  exposed  in  the  hill-side 
immediately  east  of  the  Furnace.  The  lower  of  these  masses,  about 
forty-five  feet  in  thickness,  forms  the  cliff  next  above  the  Four-feet 
Goal ;  and  the  upper  mass,  which  is  thicker,  and  includes  beds  of 
coarse  millstone  conglomerate,  and  which  in  its  western  dip  sinks 
below  the  Cheat,  a  little  west  of  the  Furnace,  forms  the  cliff  at  a 
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Btill  greater  elevation.  The  HaineB  ore  bed  in  this  Ticinity  has  been 
mined  at  several  points,  and  has  furnished  a  hrotcn  oxide  of  very 
good  quality.  It  is  aocessible  at  numerous  places  along  its  outcrop, 
in  the  lowest  bench  of  Laurel  Hill,  from  the  Anna  to  Woodgrove 
Furnace.  On  the  slope  east  of  Dnvall^s,  (the  old  Post-OfBce,)  on 
both  sides  of  the  stream  which  flows  past  John  Cole's  opening  in 
the  Stratford  Ore,  at  a  distance  of  about  one-and-a-hfdf  miles  from 
the  Anna  Furnace,  this  ore  has  been  mined  extensively,  and  some 
of  the  benches  recently  wrought  have  been  found  quite  productive 
both  as  to  the  quality  and  thickness  of  the  bed. 

In  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  Woodgrove  Furnace,  the 
Ore  which  I  deem  geologically  equivalent  to  the  Haines  Ore,  may 
be  traced  for  a  considerable  distance  along  its  outcrop.  It  lies  in 
'the  shales  separating  the  two  cliffs  of  sandstone,  which  display  them- 
selves in  pariUIel  ranges  in  the  hill,  extending  from  opposite  Wood- 
grove, in  a  northeast  direction,  along  the  margin  of  the  northern  fork 
of  Middle  Bun.  Here  I  found  the  shales  to  contain  nodttlar  Carbon- 
ate of  Iron,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  some  ore  of  this  description 
has  been  mined  in  the  benches  of  the  vicinity ;  but  most  of  the 
Hames  ore  here,  as  well  as  near  the  Anna  Furnace,  is  the  brown 
oxide  produced  by  the  decomposition  of  the  carbonate.  In  the  re- 
cent explorations,  from  one-third  to  one-half  a  mile  above  the  Wood- 
grove Furnace,  in  this  line  of  outcrop,  the  Oxide  or  coarse  Hematite 
is  exposed  in  a  thickness  of  from  six  to  fourteen  inches. 

Near  the  Anna  Furnace  this  ore  appears  to  have  been  uniformly 
of  good  quality,  often  in  very  large  irregular  lumps,  approaching  the 
character  of  hematite,  and  in  beds  varying  from  six  to  twelve  or 
fourteen  inches.  Hitherto  it  has  been  mined  exclusively  by  strip- 
ping and  benching. 

As  the  ffainet  Ore  is  one  of  the  most  persistent  in  thickness, 
and  one  of  the  purest  and  richest  brown  ores  met  with  in  this  re- 
gion, it  deserves  to  be  systematically  pursued  throughout  its  entire 
outcrop,  and  in  suitable  places  to  be  explored  by  drifting. 

The  Utt  Ore  of  the  Woodgrove  neighborhood,  occurs  at  a  lower 
level  in  the  rocks  than  the  Haines  Ore.  At  the  old  diggings,  about 
one  mile  northeast  of  the  furnace,  this  ore  is  seen  in  a  fire  clay 
shale,  a  few  feet  below  a  heavy  bedded  sandstone,  corresponding,  I 
think,  to  the  lower  of  the  two  cliffs  before  mentioned.  Twelve  or 
fifteen  feet  below  the  ore,  a  coal  seam  about  three  feet  thick  has 
been  opened,  which  I  am  inclined  to  regard  as  the  main  Woodgrove 
vein.  The  Utt  Ore  would,  in  this  view,  be  in  the  shales  immediately 
above  this  coal,  and  beneath  the  lower  of  the  two  cliff  rocks.  Where 
exposed,  it  is  a  meagre  brown  oxide,  and  would  seem  scarcely  wor- 
thy of  further  pursuit. 

The  Second  Ore  within  the  geological  limits  now  treated  of, 
does  not  present  itself  clearly  at  the  Anna  Furnace,  but  forms  a  very 
important  bed  at  Woodgi'ove,  where  it  is  known  under  the  title  of 
Snake-den  Ore,  The  position  of  the  Snahe-den  Ore  at  Woodgrove, 
is  at  a  level  some  twenty  feet  above  the  upper  cliff  rock,  at  the 
Woodgrove  Furnace,  and  about  fifty  feet  lower  than  the  coal  seam 
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of  that  vioinity,  which  I  regard  as  identical  with  the  Two-and-a-half 
feet  vein  of  the  Anna  Furnace. 

The  Snake-den  Ore  at  Woodgrove  has  heen  traced  and  partially 
henohed  on  the  hill  westward  of  the  farnace,  following,  at  a  short 
interral,  the  npper  level  of  the  cliff  rock,  and  with  this  descending 
westward,  nntil  it  sinks  below  the  bed  of  Middle  Rnn,  aboat  half  a 
mile  below  the  fnmace.  It  consists  nsnally  of  a  single  coarse  of 
massive  rock-ore,  varying  from  live  to  ten  inches  in  thickness,  over- 
laid by  ommbling  shales  and  clay.  It  is  divided  by  rectangular 
joints  or  natural  partings,  into  blocks  of  a  square  form,  which  in 
mining  are  readily  separated  from  the  bed,  and  lifted  without  any 
mixture  of  impurities.  The  ore  is  in  reality  a  bluish  rock,  at  times 
sandy  and  micaceous,  highly  charged  with  carbonate  of  iron,  which 
for  some  depth,  and  often  throughout,  has  been  converted  into  red 
oxide  of  iron.  In  the  unchanged  interior  it  contains  quite  a  con- 
siderable proportion  of  carbonate  of  lime,  along  with  carbonate  of 
iron,  and  taken  in  mass,  as  presented  in  the  ore  heap,  is  to  be  re- 
gu-ded  as  decidedly  calcareous  ore.  It  is  unquestionably  well  charged 
with  iron,  but  deserves  a  very  careful  analysis  for  its  lime  and  other 
ingredients.  The  form  of  the  land  along  and  near  its  outcrop,  will 
render  it  accessible  by  shallow  and  easy  benching  over  a  large  sur- 
face, and  its  persistency  throughout  the  extensive  line  over  which  it 
has  been  explored,  gives  assurance  of  its  abundance.  From  the  gen- 
eral shallowness  of  its  cover  throughout  this  range,  we  may  antici- 
pate no  material  diminution  in  the  oxide  crust,  or  shelly  portion  of 
the  ore. 

A  carefal  examination  of  the  geological  place  occupied  by  this 
belt  of  ore  at  Woodgrove,  both  in  regard  to  the  small  coal  seam 
above,  and  the  cliff  sandstone  below  it,  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  the 
position  in  which  it  should  be  found  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Anna  Furnace.  This  would  place  it  among  the  olive  shales  and 
shaly  sandstones  on  the  river  road,  beneath  the  store,  a  short  dis- 
tance lower  down  the  river  than  the  Furnace.  Here,  however,  it 
does  not  present  itself  in  a  regular  bed,  as  at  Woodgrove,  but  in 
the  form  of  nodular  masses,  bluish  within,  and  deeply  covered  with 
a  brown  scale,  occurring  raUier  sparsely  in  one  or  more  thin  beds  of 
whitish  fire-day  shale.  The  ore,  both  internally  and  externally,  re- 
sembles the  best  of  that  which  is  mined  near  Woodgrove ;  but  thas 
far,  at  this  point,  it  has  not  disclosed  itself  as  an  available  bed  or 
seam. 

As  the  Snahe-den  Ore  has  been  clearly  traced  from  the  Spring 
Hill  Furnace  to  Woodgrove,  and  from  the  latter  point  to  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  Anna  Fnmace,  its  absence,  in  any  available  amount, 
directly  at  the  Furnace,  should  not  discourage  efforts  to  find  it  on 
the  property  of  the  Oompany,  within  this  as  yet  imperfectly  ex- 
plored interval.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  ore  formerly  dag 
at  Baker's,  half  a  mile  distant,  belongs  to  this  band.  The  Two-and- 
a^half-feet  Goal,  which  forms  a  valuable  guide  in  this  tracing — ^lying 
high  in  the  shaly  hill  facing  these  openings  on  the  west — shows  it- 
self in  a  field  somewhat  nearer  the  Furnace,  and  is  evidently  caught 
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jQst  at  its  outcrop,  in  the  slope  of  Meeting-Eoiise  Hill,  as  it  descends 
towards  the  brook  north  of  the  railroad.  The  form  of  the  groond 
in  this  yicinity  is  sach  as  to  make  it  certain  that  the  strata,  inoludr 
ing  the  Ore — and  we  may  hope,  therefore,  the  Ore  itself  crops  oat 
in  the  hollow  of  this  brook,  at  a  lower  geological  level,  however, 
and  therefore  somewhat  further  west  thui  the  hillnalope  on  which 
the  coal-wash  has  been  exposed. 

It  is  a  point  worthy  of  special  note,  bnt  which  seems  hitherto  to 
have  escaped  detection,  that  the  Snahe-den  Ore^  in  chemical  and 
mineralogical  characters,  bears  the  closest  resemblance  to  the  Scott 
ore,  which,  on  Decker^s  creek,  and  at  the  Clinton  Furnace,  has 
proved  so  permanently  productive.  Their  identity  in  regard  to 
geological  position  is  not  so  susceptible  of  exact  determination; 
but  my  observations  on  Booth's  creek,  near  the  Clinton  Furnace, 
were  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  Scott  Ore  lies  in  the  same  general 
belt  of  rocks  with  the  Snake-den  Ore^  aud  is  truly,  in  that  region, 
its  equivdent.  A  systematic  and  thorough  exploration  of  the 
ground  here  referred  to,  by  means  of  ditches,  or  costines,  ought 
early  to  be  made,  as  the  vein  of  ore,  if  in  force  here,  would,  from 
its  proximity  to  the  Furnace,  be  of  very  great  value. 

The  deposits  of  Ore  next  to  be  mentioned,  are  strictly  speaking, 
partly  within  and  partly  above  the  limits  of  the  present  group. 
These  deposits  consist  of  an  earthy  and  sandy  brown  oxide,  found 
very  near  tlie  surface  of  the  level  tract  which  extends  from  the 
Anna  Furnace,  for  some  distance  along  the  base  of  Laurel  Hill. 
The  ore  has  been  dug  at  several  points  quite  near  the  Furnace,  and 
at  Bowers  and  other  places  in  the  neighborhood.  At  all  these 
localities  it  occurs  in  the  loose  sand  and  gravel  which  overspread 
the  fiat,  and  it  is  not  directly  associated  with  any  of  the  subjacent 
strata.  Considered  in  regard  to  its  origin  it  belongs  to  the  class  of 
lH>g  ore$y  formed  by  the  infiltration  of  water,  charged  with  iron, 
into  the  loose  surface  materials.  Deposits  of  ore  of  this  kind  natu- 
rally suggest  the  proximity  of  ore  beds  of  original  formation,  from 
which  the  water  has  derived  its  charge ;  and  in  many  cases  bad 
ores  are  actually  traceable  to  this  source.    But  it  even  more  fre- 

Suently  happens  that  the  infiltration  comes,  not  from  seams  or 
eposits  of  ore,  but  from  shales  and  slates  containing  much  diffased 
Bulphuret  of  iron,  which,  through  the  action  of  the  air  and  water, 
furnishes  soluble  compounds  of  the  metal  to  the  percolating  rains. 
The  ore  of  these  superficial  diggings  near  the  Anna  Furnace,  is 
often  quite  rich,  and  being  accessible  over  quite  a  large  area,  is  of 
some  value  as  a  local  resource. 


The  5thy  or  Big  Coal  Group  of  0re9. 

The  Fifth  and  last  group  of  ores  included  in  the  Pridevale  prop- 
erty, lies  in  the  interval  between  the  Two- and-a-half -feet  Coal  and 
the  bottom  of  the  Big  Coal  or  Seven-feet  vein.  With  the  exception 
of  bands  situated  near  the  bottom  of  the  Big-Coal,  these  ores  are 
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all  limestone  ores,  or  have  been  derived  by  oxidation  from  ores  of 
that  class. 

The  First'  of  this  group  of  ore  beds  has  not  yet  been  distinctly 
recognized  on  the  northeast  or  Pridevale  side  of  the  river,  bat  is 
well  exposed  on  the  opposite  side,  on  the  old  Morgantown  road,  a 
few  hmidred  feet  beyond  the  lower  ferry  house.  Its  place  is  well 
marked  by  a  coal  seam  of  about  twelve  inches,  lying  above  and 
separated  from  it  by  eighteen  feet  of  yellowish  and  brown  shales. 
This  ore  is  a  sandy  argillaceous  knotty  rock,  forming  a  bed  of  about 
twelve  inches  thickness,  bluish  within,  but  rapidily  exfoliating  in 
scales  of  brown  oiide.  In  quality  it  much  resembles  the  Snake- 
den  Ore,  but  it  is  more  calcareous.  Proof  is  yet  wanting  of  its  con- 
tinuity over  any  considerable  space.  The  same  belt  of  shales, 
examined  on  a  ridge  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  higher  up  the  river, 
disclosed  to  me  very  little  of  the  ore.  Followed  under  deep  cover, 
it  cannot  be  expected  to  maintain  its  character;  but  from  the 
absence  of  the  oxide  crust,  will  probably  exhibit  too  large  a  pro- 
portion of  the  other  ingredients. 

This  bed  merits  further  search  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Its 
place  in  the  limestone  bill  would  be  near  its  upper  end,  at  some 
twenty  feet  above  the  Coke-Railroad,  and  about  thirty  feet  below 
a  thin  coal,  which  in  the  section  is  marked  (A). 

Contiguous  to  this  coal  seam,  both  above  and  beneath,  a  very 
meagre  ^irthy  ore  is  found,  which  has  been  mined  at  various  points 
in  the  hollow  north  of  the  Coke  Yard.  This  is  associated  with  cal- 
careous shale  and  fire-clay  and  consists  of  mere  shells  of  ferruginous 
sand  and  clay,  too  poor  in  iron  to  be  worth  mining.  I  will,  there- 
fore, not  enumerate  this  as  one  of  the  available  ores. 

At  a  level  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  higher  than  the  Small 
Coal,  already  mentioned,  and  separated  from  it  by  shales,  sandstone 
and  a  considerable  bed  of  yellowish  limestone,  we  meet  with  a 
very  remarkable  ore  bed,  which  has  thus  far,  however,  proved  too 
thin  to  be  of  much  value.  This  is  wrought  by  a  drift  on  the  east- 
em  flank  of  the  Big  Coal  hill.  It  is  associated  with  calcareous 
shale  and  impure  limestone  ore,  but  the  band  itself  is  a  very  pon- 
derous nodular  ore  of  a  deep  colcothar  brown  color,  so  rich  and 
pure,  that  if  reduced  to  powder,  it  would  no  doubt,  form  a  good 
pigment,  similar  to  Spanish  brown.  Its  thickness  thus  far,  has  not 
averaged  more  than  two  inches. 

Above  this  level,  the  limestones  and  limestone  shales  which  oc- 
cupy a  good  part  of  the  next  one  hundred  feet  of  strata,  present, 
where  decomposed  by  exposure,  shelly  fragments  of  yellowish  and 
brown  earthy  ore;  but  l^is  being  the  product  of  purely  surface 
action,  gives  no  true  evidence  of  beds  of  ore.  At  a  still  higher  level, 
within  thirty  feet  of  the  bottom  of  the  Big  Coal,  occurs  another 
thin  plate  of  coal,  below  which,  in  the  fire-clay  shales,  we  meet 
with  irregular  courses  of  limestone  and  of  ore.  These  materials  are 
exposed  in  numerous  diggings  near  the  crest  of  the  limestone  hill, 
and  again  on  the  road  approaching  the  Big  Coal.  Some  thin  plates 
of  rich  carbonate  have  been  found  in  the  shales  occupying  this 
80 
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positioo,  at  one  or  two  points  in  the  limestone  bill ;  bn there,  and  at 
the  openings  near  the  Big  Coal,  the  ore  is  principally  made  np  of 
concentric  shells  of  earthy  brown  oxide,  with  large  interppaces  occa- 
pied  by  yellowish  clay  and  sand.  Where  freed  from  the  great  ex- 
cess of  earthy  matter,  this  ore  will  be  foand  valaable  for  mixing 
with  heavier  and  more  refractory  materials.  A  similar  hot  richer 
ore,  having  the  same  geological  position,  has  been  opened  by  Moore 
on  his  own  land,  adjoining  Hastie's  on  tiie  opposite  side  of  the 
Cheat.  These  ores  being,  I  think,  in  great  part  the-  product  of  a 
decomposed  ferrnginoas  limestone  and  shale,  lying  near  the  snrface, 
will  become  poorer  and  more  calcareous  when  followed  under  a 
deep  covering  of  rock.  But  in  the  localities  mentioned,  they  range 
for  a  wide  space  near  enough  to  the  surface  to  retain  their  character 
of  oxide  ores. 

I  now  come  to  the  Uut  belt  of  ores  of  this  group :  that  included 
in  the  fire-clay  and  shales,  extending  below  the  Big  Coal,  through  a 
depth  of  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  feet.  This,  at  some  localities,  is 
a  belt  of  great  importance,  as  well  from  the  persistency  as  from  the 
richness  of  the  ore.  At  Oliphant's  Fnmaoe,  northeast  of  the  Anna, 
about  seven  miles,  it  consists  of  a  fine-grained,  compact,  rich  nodu- 
lar or  plate  carbonate  of  iron,  from  five  to  six  inches  thick,  within  a 
few  feet  of  the  bottom  of  the  Big  Coal  Similar  plate  and  nodular 
ore  has  been  mined  beneath  this  coal,  on  the  hill  of  the  Eclipse 
Bock,  below  Pride  vale.  Under  the  mouth  of  the  coal  mine,  two 
drifts  have  been  carried  for  a  short  distance  into  the  shales  under 
the  Big  Coal  in  search  of  ore.  The  lower  of  these  exposed  a  plate  of 
very  rich  hlue  carbonate  or  OUphant  Ore^  but  too  thin  to  encourage 
further  pursuit.  In  the  upper  drift,  the  roof  of  which  is  a  foot  or 
two  below  the  bottom  of  the  Big  Coal,  the  light  bluish  argillaceous 
shales  include  several  scattered  courses  of  small  nodules,  and  one 
course  of  large  suggans,  all  of  a  bluish  white  color,  and  rich  in  car- 
bonate of  iron.  Near  the  coal  openings,  these  shales  have,  by  strip- 
pings,  fnmished  a  large  proportion  of  similar  ore ;  and  at  the  month 
of  the  coal  mine,  a  ditch  recently  dug  for  the  purpose  of  draining  the 
works,  in  penetrating  the  fire-clay  shales  for  some  three  or  four  feet 
below  the  coal,  has  disclosed  the  same  nodules  and  saggans.  Judg- 
ing from  the  amount  of  ore  seen  at  these  openings,  I  would  estimate 
the  contents  of  the  fire-clay  shales,  in  a  depth  of  six  feet,  in  this 
particular  locality,  as  equivalent  to  a  plate  of  ore  of  about  eight 
inches. 

On  the  neighboring  coal-hill,  at  a  distance  of  about  fifteen  feet 
below  the  coal,  bencbings  are  now  in  progress  which  furnish  a 
coarser  ore  of  the  same  description,  which,  from  the  name  of  the 
operator,  may  be  designated  the  GoUim  Ore,  These  openings  dis- 
play scattered  nodules  of  heavy  blue  ore,  forming  from  three  to  five 
courses  in  a  thiclcness  of  five  feet  of  soft,  crumbling  shale,  and  be- 
neath these  a  mass  of  fiaggy  ore  separating  in  thick  plates,  with 
rounded  edges,  sometimes  covered  with  a  dark  brown  scale.  The 
whole  thickness  accessible  in  these  openings,  is  from  nine  to  twelve 
inches,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  a  moderately  rich  carbonate  ore. 
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As  this  Ore  is  obvionsly  a  kminated  shale,  heavily  charged  with 
ea/rhonats  of  iron^  and  is  therefore  part  of  the  origind  stratification, 
there  is  no  probability  of  its  being  changed  in  quality  when  traced 
inward  from  the  oatcrop,  more  than  in  any  other  direction ;  and 
there  is  therefore  good  indncement  for  hereafter  following  it  into 
the  hill  by  drifts. 

As  the  area  underlaid  by  this  Ore  on  the  Pridevale  property  is 
not  very  extensive,  even  supposing  the  ore  to  continue  equdly  val- 
uable throughout,  I  have  made  some  examinations  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Cheat  River,  on  the  lands  of  Hastie,  Stilwell,  Haco  and 
Coombs,  to  learn  its  range  and  probable  thickness  in  that  direction. 
At  Hastie's  and  Stilwell^s,  a  rich  nodnlar  carbonate  is  found,  in  the 
shales  beneath  the  Big  Coal ;  but  the  absence  of  any  regular  open- 
ings prevented  my  learning  anything  definite  in  regard  to  the  num- 
ber and  thickness  of  the  layers.  On  Haco's  land  it  has  been  imper- 
fectly exposed  on  the  margin  of  a  small  brook,  and  is  said  by  the 
proprietor  and  others  to  occur  in  two  courses,  of  which  however,  I 
could  see  but  one.  This  is  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  inches  thick, 
and  is  of  the  very  finest  quality  of  blue  carbonate.  On  the  margin 
of  another  brook,  but  a  short  distance  from  the  preceding,  on 
Coombs's  property  I  found,  in  place  of  the  shales,  a  band  of  similar 
ore,  varsring  from  three  to  five  inches,  and  numerous  fragments  of 
the  thin  plate  ore,  which  obvionsly  lies  a  few  feet  below  the  other. 
In  this  locality,  therefore,  six  inches  of  the  heavy  fine-grained  car- 
bonate or  Oliphant  Ore,  are  accessible.  The  distance  of  this  point 
from  the  Anna  Fumaee  is  something  more  than  one-and  a-half 
miles.  These  ores,  if  present  in  the  neighborhood  of  Woodgrove, 
are  of  course  confined  to  the  range  of  the  Big  Coal,  which  lies  high 
in  the  hills  adjoining  the  Cheat  River,  and  therefore  beyond  the 
Pridevale  tract 

Genebal  Remarks  on  the  Obes. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  as  a  matter  of  much  economical  in- 
terest, that  the  ore  formations  consist  of  shales  and  shaly  sandstones, 
containing  a  general  impregnation  of  carbonate  of  iron,  which,  in 
particular  layers,  becomes  the  predominating  ingredient,  forming 
flags  and  nodular  courses  of  good  ore ;  and  that  as  the  ore  gradu- 
ates by  insensible  degrees,  into  the  shaly  mass,  much  skill  and  vigi- 
lance will  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  substitution  of  a  merely  fer- 
ruginous rock  for  the  ore,  which  it  so  much  resembles. 

It  should  also  be  remembered,  that  the  productiveness  of  an  ore 
bed  along  the  outcrop,  where  mined  by  stripping  or  shallow  bench- 
ing, does  not  necessarily  increase,  as  often  suppoi^ed,  or  even  continue 
the  same,  when  the  ore  is  pursued  by  drifting  under  a  deeper  cover 
of  rock.  As  a  general  rule,  the  brown  oxide  ores  of  the  coal  meas- 
ures are  the  pro<luct  of  chemical  changes,  due  to  the  access  of  the 
air  and  water  to  the  blue  nodular  or  carbonate  ore,  which  appears 
to  have  been  very  generally  the  original  form  in  which  the  iron  was 
accumulated  in  the  carboniferous  strata.    Hence,  when  followed  far 
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DBdcr  the  rocks,  these  Brown  Ores  or  Limonites,  are  commonly,  al- 
though not  always,  seen  to  pass  into  the  condition  of  hlae  nodnles 
of  carhonate,  with  ochreous  scales,  and  finally  into  the  solid  and 
unchanged  blue  lamps. 

The  Brawn  Ore^  when  tolerably  free  from  earthy  matter,  is 
richer  in  metallic  iron  than  the  best  blue  lump  met  with  in  the 
coal  measures.  The  former  often  contains  more  than  one-half  it^ 
weight  of  metal ;  the  latter  is  of  good  average  quality  when  it  at- 
tains to  one  third.  In  the  case  of  the  Haines  Ore  and  the  Snake- 
den  Ore,  the  form  of  the  ground  along  the  outcrop  is  such  as  to 
afford  a  comparatively  wide  belt,  under  shallow  cover,  and  thus  to 
favor  the  complete  oxidation  of  the  mass,  even  for  some  distance 
within  the  immediate  line  of  outcrop.  Similar  remarks  are  applica- 
ble to  the  limestone  ores.  These  being  principally  deriyed  from 
beds  and  nodular  courses  of  limestone,  highly  charged  with  carbon- 
ate of  iron,  are  found,  at  and  near  the  outcrop,  to  consist  of  a  light 
brown  ore,  generally  in  irregular  concentric  shells,  including  earthy 
matter,  the  residue  of  the  limestone  after  the  solution  and  removal 
of  its  carbonate  of  iron.  Wlien  pursued  under  deep  cover,  such 
ores  may  be  expected  to  pass  into  massive  unchanged  limestone 
rocks. 

The  line  nodular  carbonate  and  plate  Ore^  being  an  original  con- 
stituent of  the  strata,  is  not  necessarily  subject  to  change  of  composi- 
tion when  followed  under  cover  by  drifting,  but  when  thus  explored, 
will  show  only  such  alterations  of  thickness  and  purity  as  belonged 
to  it  when  first  deposited  or  collected  by  segregation  in  the  strata ; 
such  will  be  found  to  be  the  result  with  the  Red-belt  and  Martin 
Ores,  and  with  the  Garr  and  Stratford  and  Collins  beds.  In  these 
cases  the  only  change  to  be  anticipated,  is  the  disappearance  of  the 
brown  oxide  scales  which  usually  enclose  the  lumps  and  plates,  at 
and  near  the  outcrop,  and  these,  in  the  oases  mentioned,  form  an 
inconsiderable  part  of  the  mass.  The  Snake-den  Ore,  being  in  its 
unchanged  condition,  a  rocky  bluish  carbonate  of  good  quality,  may 
be  expected,  even  when  pursued  far  under  cover,  to  retain  its  value 
as  a  carbonate  ore ;  but  will,  of  course,  be  less  productive  than  an 
equal  weight  of  the  brown  oxide,  into  which  it  has  been  trans- 
formed, along  the  outcrop  and  under  shallow  cover. 

An  a  general  rule,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  shales  with 
which  the  ores  are  almost  always  associated,  are  softer  and  more 
easily  mined  along  the  outcrop  than  under  deq>  cover,  and  hence, 
usually,  the  ores^can  be  obtained  at  less  cost  by  stripping  or  shallow 
benching,  than  by  mining  in  drifts.  The  relative  cost  of  the  two 
methods  will,  of  course,  depend  not  only  on  the  nature  of  the  ma- 
terial,  but  upon  the  compnrative  proximity  to  the  Furnace  of  the 
respective  mines.  It  will  be  seen  in  the  details  already  given,  that 
many  of  the  principal  Ore  beds  of  the  Pridevale  tract,  have  already 
been  stripped  and  benched  over  a  considerable  extent  of  their  out- 
crop. But  enen  in  theee  caeeSy  long  lines  remain  untouched^  wMle^  as 
regards  some  other  layers  of  OrOy  little  more  than  a  beginning  has 
h^  made  in  surface  mining.     The  Bed-Belt  and  Martin  Ores,  the 
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two  principal  Stratford  Orsi,  the  Swisher  and  Haines  Ores,  the  Snake- 
den  and  the  Collins  Ores^  have  each  in  reserve  a  Umg  line  of  outcrops 
portions  ofwhieh  mU  he  mthin  convenient  reach  of  each  of  the  three 
Farnaces, 

The  Anna  Farnaoe  is  more  remote  than  either  of  the  others 
from  most  of  the  prodoctive  openings  now  rained.  Bat  it  will  be 
seen,  by  inspecting  the  trafMverse  secti&n  B^  that  between  the  Far- 
nace  and  the  month  of  Qnarry  Ran — a  distance  not  exceeding  one 
mile— the  Ores  of  the  lower  and  middle  groups  lie  in  a  series  of 
parellel  northwest  dipping  layers  or  plates,  extending  from  their 
outcrop  on  the  brow  and  slope  of  Lanrel  Hill,  down  to  the  river 
level,  and  therefore  presenting  their  edges  along  the  side  of  the 
mountain  which  fronts  the  river.  Here  is  an  important  field  for 
exploration,  and  should  the  Martin,  Stratford  and  other  Ores  at  these 
points,  prove  as  good  and  abundant  as  at  some  of  the  remoter  open- 
ings, it  may  be  found  more  economical  to  obtain  the  Ores  by  drifts, 
entering  idong  or  near  the  base  of  the  hill,  and  near  the  Furnace, 
than  to  transport  them,  although  more  cheaply  mined,  from  the  dis- 
tant outcrop  openings. 

Of  the  Coal  Sibams. 

Including  the  numerous  thin  beds  or  plates  of  coal,  which,  at 
various  intervals,  are  interpolated  in  the  rocks  of  this  district,  we 
may  enumerate  twelve  and  perhaps  thirteen  distinct  Coal  Seams. 
Of  these,  however,  only^«  are  to  be  regarded  as  of  any  economi- 
cal value,  viz :  the  Nbrris  vein^  the  Bla^mith  vein^  the  Two-and- 
a-half  Feet  vein,  the  Four  Feet  vein — marked  ^ve  feet  in  the  section 
— and  the  Big  Coal^  or  Seven  Feet  vein.  Among  them,  the  last  two 
mentioned  are  by  far  the  most  valuable.  A  brief  reference  to  the 
more  marked  of  the  others,  however,  cannot  be  without  interest 
and  importance,  since  even  a  thin  plate  of  coal  is  often  a  most  valu- 
able guide  in  s:eeki:i<;  for  ores,  and  in  determining  their  geological 
position. 

The  lowest  two  seams  are  associated  with  the  Stratford  Ores — the 
lowest  of  all  being  a  few  feet  beneath  Oarr's  Ore,  and  the  other  be- 
tween this  and  the  old  Stratford  Ore.  Of  these,  the  former  alone 
appears  to  attain  considerable  thickness,  having  at  some  points,  ac- 
cording to  Oarr,  a  breast  of  about  three  feet ;  but  of  this  measure- 
ment I  have  no  evidence  from  my  own  observations.  The  Norris 
vein,  at  its  outcrop  in  the  ore  and  whetstone  diggings,  I  found  to 
measure  more  than  four  feet ;  but  this  is,  no  doubt,  beyond  its  aver- 
age thickness,  and  is,  moreover,  inclusive  of  a  good  deal  of  carbona- 
ceous slate.  Of  the  quality  of  this  coal  I  cannot  speak,  as  it  appears 
never  to  have  been  brought  into  use;  but  on  the  outcrop  I  found  it 
to  be  slaty.  The  Blaehlmith  vein,  where  mined  at  the  crop  on  the 
hill  side,  southwest  of  Sheets^  Hollow,  was  about  eighteen  inches 
thick.  It  was  greatly  esteemed  for  blacksmiths*  use,  and  was  re- 
sorted to  before  the  discovery  of  the  larger,  or  Four  Feet  vein  above 
it ;  of  its  persistency  in  quality  and  thickness  I  have  no  means  of 
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forming  an  opinion.  All  these  coals  would  descend  below  the  level 
of  the  Cheat,  east  of  the  Furnace,  and  at  distances  as  indicated  on 
the  HortBontal  Section^  more  and  more  remote,  in  proportion  to  the 
lowness  of  their  position  in  the  series  of  inclined  strata.  Each  of 
them,  however,  in  its  extension  upwarde  and  laterally,  would  under- 
lie a  very  large  area  on  the  Fridevale  estate. 

The  vein  called  the  Four  Feet  vein  is  nnqaestionably  the  most 
important  belonging  to  the  property,  extending,  as  I  think  it  do«a, 
from  the  Anna  Famace  to  Woodgrove,  and  spreading  upwards  with 
the  rise  of  the  strata  eastward,  so  as  to  underlie  a  zone  of  many 
hundred,  and  probably  more  than  a  thousand  acres.  In  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Anna  Furnace  it  consists  of  two  benches,  divided 
by  a  thin  and  variable  layer  of  carbonaceous  slate — the  lower  bench 
measuring  three  feet  two  inches,  the  upper  sixteen  to  eighteen 
inches.  At  Bamey^s,  on  the  flank  of  the  mountain,  its  thickness 
appears  to  have  been  about  the  same.  In  the  neighborhood  of 
Woodgrove  it  is  somewhat  thinner,  and  owing  to  a  slight  disloca- 
tion, connected  with  an  undulation  of  the  strata  near  Qie  furnace, 
the  coal  has  been  pinched  and  disturbed  by  the  acyacent  heavy 
rocks. 

At  Bentie^s  drift,  adjoining  the  Furnace,  it  yielded  only  two  feet 
of  coal.  In  the  drifts  northeast  of  this,  it  is  said  to  have  varied 
Irom  two-and-a-half  to  four  feet.  During  the  summer,  when  steam 
power  at  Woodgrove  takes  the  place  of  Uie  water  power  of  Middle 
Kiver,  this  coal  has,  I  learn,  been  found  very  efficient  in  driving 
the  engine,  and  for  such  an  use  the  supply  of  coal  from  it  would,  I 
think,  be  ample,  without  resorting  to  the  big  seam  on  the  river  hill, 
a  mile  below. 

In  future  mining,  however,  I  would  suggest  opening  the  seam 
some  distance  up  the  valley  northeast  of  the  Furnace;  as  by  that 
means,  not  only  would  a  greater  area  of  the  coal  be  conveniently 
commanded,  but  the  workings  would  be  less  influenced  by  the  undu- 
lation which  traverses  the  strata  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Furnace.  Like 
flJl  the  coals  uplifted  by  the  arch  of  Laurel  Hill,  the  coal  of  the  four 
feet  seam  has  a  strikingly  cubical  fracture.  No  anaJyns  has  yet  been 
made,  to  determine  its  ash,  bitumen,  etc. ;  but,  judging  by  its  ap- 
pearance, I  would  rank  it  among  the  coals  having  from  twenty  to 
twenty -five  per  cent,  of  volatUe  matter.  Whether  it  is  a  suflSciently 
dry  coal  to  admit  of  being  used  in  the  raw  state  in  the  reducing 
furnace,  can  only  be  determined  by  trial. 

Of  the  extent  to  which  the  mining  already  conducted  in  it  has 
exhausted  this  plate  of  coal,  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining;  but 
from  what  I  have  learned  of  previous  workings,  I  presume  that  no 
great  impression  has  been  made  on  the  mass.  Hitherto,  the  mining 
has  been  confined  to  the  lower,  or  three  feet  bench,  the  dividing 
slate  serving  as  a  good  roof  for  the  works.  The  IkDo-and-^M-half- 
feet  vein,  lying  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty feet  higher  in  the  strata,  descends  to  the  Oheat  River  near  the 
Foundry,  and  has  been  opened  by  benching,  and  by  drifts  in  the  low, 
terrace-like  hill  which  is  prolonged  from  the  Furnace  westward. 
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The  same  yein  is  olso  wrought  for  local  use,  at  seyeral  points  in  a 
northeasterly  direction,  hetween  this  and  Woodgrove.  It  shows 
itself  in  a  heavy  smat  on  the  road  three-quarters  of  a  mile  south- 
west of  that  place,  and  is,  I  conceive,  identical  with  a  seam  which 
has  been  drifted  on  in  the  valley  of  Middle  Run,  half  a  mile  below 
the  Woodgrove  Furnace. 

Passing  over  the  two  or  three  thin  and  variable  plates  of  coal 
that  intervene,  I  come  now  to  consider  the  Big  Coaly  or  Seten  Feet 
vein.  This  fine  coal  seam,  wherever  it  occurs  in  the  Monongahela 
valley,  is  marked  by  an  overlying  thick  mass  of  heavy  bedded  coarse 
sandstone,  capping  the  high  hills,  and  in  many  instances  forming  a 
lofty  cUff  impending  over  the  mouth  of  the  mine.  Its  available 
thickness  of  coal  varies,  in  different  neighborhoods,  from  six-and-a- 
half  to  nine  feet.  In  the  drifts  below  the  £clip8e  Rock,  where  I 
measured  it,  I  found  the  main  or  lower  bench,  at  different  points, 
6*5  feet^  5*8  feet^  5*9  and  6*4  feet,  and  on  an  average  in  this  hill,  not 
less  than  Ave  feet  ten  inches^  In  this  bench  there  are  no  slaty  part- 
ings, except  one  very  thin  film  near  the  top.  Generally,  above  the 
main  bench  there  is  another  of  considerable  thickness,  with  a  thin 
layer  of  slate  interposed,  and  still  higher,  two  other  much  thinner 
plates.  By  the  disappearance  of  the  lower  slaty  land,  the  two  are 
thrown  into  one  unbroken  mass,  and  sometimes  the  upper  slates 
also  disappear,  and  the  seam  assumes  its  maximum  dimensions.  At 
the  mouth  of  the  drift  above  mentioned,  the  following  measures 
were  taken  in  the  descending  order : — 

Plate  of  Coal, 6  inches. 

Slate, 2  feet. 

Oonl, 9  inches. 

Slate, 18      " 

Coal,  upper  Bench, 21      " 

Slate, 2      " 

Coal,  main  Bench, 5  feet  9  inches. 

The  coal  of  the  Big  vein  is  highly  bituminous,  flames  abundantly, 
and  produces  a  good  coke,  the  value  of  which  has  been  already 
tested  in  the  Furnace.  The  area  of  this  coal  seam  included  in  the 
Company's  property  is  in  all  about  sixteen  acres,  ten  of  which  are 
in  the  Big  Hills,  and  the  remainder  in  the  adjacent  height  above 
Collins  Ore  banks. 

The  river  hill,  about  one  mile  northwest  of  Woodgrove  Furnace, 
and  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Company's  land,  contains  an  area  of 
about  six  acres  of  the  same  vein,  the  mining  right  of  which  belongs 
olso  to  the  Company.  This,  in  connection  with  any  fhture  exten- 
sion of  the  operations  at  that  furnace,  must  prove  a  very  valuable 
resource.  At  the  mouth  of  the  mine,  on  the  hill-side  fronting  the 
river,  I  found  the  bed  nearly  horizontal,  with  a  slight  declension 
towards  the  southeast.  The  face  of  the  seam  presented  the  follow- 
ing divisions  in  measure : 
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Plate  of  Goal, 7  inobes. 

Black  Slate, 18      *' 

Plate  of  Coal 6      " 

Black  Slate, , 17      ** 

Main  Coal, 6  feet  2  inches. 

Op  thk  Limestonks. 

In  the  lower  division  of  the  coal-measorea,  inolnding,  as  alreadj 
defined,  all  the  strata  from  the  base  of  the  great  Oonglomerate  to 
the  top  of  the  Four  feet  seam  of  coal,  no  considerable  masses  of 
Limestone  are  fonnd  anywhere  in  the  coal  basin  in  Virginia  or 
Pennsylvania.  But  Limestone  strata  exist  at  some  depth  below  the 
Conglomerate,  and  also  in  the  higher  divisions  of  the  coal-measnres, 
both  below  and  above  the  main  npper  coals. 

On  the  land  of  the  Oompany,  the  Limestone  rocks  of  both  these 
geological  belts  exist  in  ample  abondance ;  using  the  ascending  order, 
I  shall  speak  first  of  the  Limestone  below  the  Conglomerate.  This 
lies  at  a  distance  of  several  hundred  feet  beneath  that  formation — 
from  which  it  is  separated,  as  shown  in  the  section,  by  the  group  of 
Martin  ores,  and  the  underlying  red  and  variegated  shales  and  sand- 
stones. It  is  seen  cropping  out  at  some  points  in  the  mountain 
slope,  eastward  about  a  mile  from  Qoarry  Kun,  whence  it  has  been 
obtained  for  the  Henry  Clay  Furnace,  and  is  well  exposed  in  a  low 
northwest  dipping  shelf,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Cheat  Kiver,  about 
half  a  mile  above  the  mouth  of  this  stream.  It  forms  a  low  and 
very  broad  anticlinal  arch,  in  the  heart  of  Laurel  Hill,  risdng  to- 
wards the  Kaven  Rocks,  in  a  line  of  cliff,  far  below  the  great  Con- 
glomerate, and  then  gently  descending,  further  up  the  stream,  to  dis- 
appear below  its  level,  towards  the  opposite  or  southeast  side  of 
I^aurel  Hill.  Where  fully  exposed,  its  total  thickness  would  amount 
to  about  one  hundred  feet,  including  in  this  estimate  the  lower  sandy 
and  shaly  beds.  But  the  upper  portion  of  the  mass  is  a  pure,  light 
blue  compact  Limestone,  including  some  beds  which  are  crowded 
with  shells  and  other  marine  animal  remains. 

This  rock  is  well  suited  as  a  flux,  and  bums  into  a  pure  white 
limo. 

The  Limestone  of  the  lower  coal-measures  consists  of  irregular 
thin  beds,  which  are  not  continuous,  usually  found  in  two  positions, 
the  one  below  the  so-called  Limestone  Ore  and  Coal,  and  the  other 
below  the  Four-feet  vein ;  the  former  is  found  in  Sheets'  Hollow, 
but  is  not  continued  to  the  road  where  the  Coal  and  Ore  show  their 
crops.  The  latter  is  absent  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Anna  Fur- 
nace, but  makes  its  appearance  beneath  the  Three-feet  Coal,  (the 
equivalent  of  the  Four-feet),  at  and  around  Woodgrove.  As  we  ap- 
proach the  Two-and-a-half  feet  vein  of  Coal,  the  shales  begin  to  show 
a  marked  proportion  of  diffused  calcareous  matter,  and  to  contain 
knots  of  impure  ochreous  Limestone,  which  at  some  localities,  as  at 
Baker's,  form  one  or  more  continuous  bands  of  a  shaly  Limestone 
rock.    About  eighty  feet  higher  than  this,  irregular  courses  of  yel- 
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lowish  limestone  present  themselves,  and  we  now  pass  into  an  altef '- 
nation  of  yellowish  and  blnish  Limestone,  and  variously  colored 
shales  and  sandstones,  in  all,  a  thickness  of  limestone  rock  of  about 
twenty  feet.  Above  this,  but  still  beneath  the  Big  Goal,  are  two  and 
sometimes  three  thin  and  very  variable  courses  of  shaly  and  ochreous 
Limestone,  associated  with  the  shelly  and  earthy  ore  beds  of  this 
division  of  the  series. 

All  the  Limestones  of  the  belt  last  spoken  of,  are  of  the  argil- 
laceous  kind,  and  all  of  them  contain  earbanate  of  iron.  In  most 
of  the  layers,  the  latter  ingredient  is  in  such  large  proportion  as  to 
impart  an  ochreous  yellow  color  to  the  surface,  after  exposure  to 
the  air.  In  many  cases,  the  more  thorough  decomposition  of  the 
rock  gives  rise  to  a  yellowisli  brown  crumbling  earthy  mass,  which  is 
in  fact  a  very  meagre  iron  ore.  The  blnish  Limestone,  which,  after 
being  some  time  exposed  to  the  weather,  contracts  bnt  little  of  this 
ochreous  hue,  is  generally  the  purest  of  these  varieties  of  the  rock, 
but  either  will  be  found  to  serve  well  as  a  flux  in  the  reducing  fur- 
nace. 

Judging  from  some  experiments  which  I  made  several  years  ago 
on  limestones  from  the  same  belt,  in  another  neighborhood,  I  think 
it  probable  that  some  of  the  bands  above  referred  to,  would  furnish 
a  valuable  hydraulic  lime. 

Of  TfiK  Fibe-Olat  and  Whetstone. 

Beneath  each  of  the  Coal  Seams,  small  as  well  as  great,  is  found 
a  stratum  of  Fire-clay.  This,  when  pure,  is  a  very  intimate  mixture 
of  Alumina  and  Silica,  (pnre  clay  and  sand,)  and  when  of  fine  tex- 
ture, is  an  admirable  material  for  the  manufacture  of  Jire-Mcka  aod 
crucibles,  A  compact  variety  of  very  even  and  fine  texture  occurs, 
associated  with  the  Norris  Ore  and  Goal,  and  has  been  extensively 
nsed  in  the  manufacture  of  fire-brick  at  the  Ferry.  It  has  some- 
times a  hardness  approaching  that  of  rock,  and  is  known  in  the 
neighborhood  by  the  title  of  WheUtone^  but  a  more  appropriate 
name  would  be  indurated  Fire-clay.  The  bricks  made  from  it  have 
been  found  of  excellent  quality. 

The  Norris  bed  has  as  yet  been  opened  only  along  the  face  of 
the  mountain,  at  the  distance  of  more  than  a  mile  from  the  Fur- 
nace; but  its  dip  mnst  bring  it  down  the  side  of  the  hill  below 
the  turnpike,  within  a  third  of  a  mile  of  the  Furnace ;  and  I  have 
already  satisfied  myself  of  its  existence  in  this  position. 

Besides  the  Norris  bed,  other  strata  of  Fire-clay  of  available 
character  may  be  resorted  to  when  needed. 

Wm.  B.  Kogkbs. 

June  28th,  1854. 


THE 

GRAYEL  AND  COBBIE-STONE  DEPOSITS 

OF 

VIRGINIA  AND  THE  MIDDLE  STATES. 


On  the  Gravel  akd  Cobble-btonb  Deposits  of  Vir- 
ginia AND  THE  Middle  States* 


Fbom  Pkookbdinos  op  Bonos  Socnrr  or  Natueal  Huiobt,  1875i 

The  surface  deposits  here  referred  to  are  extensively  exposed  in 
many  parts  of  the  belt  which  marks  the  junction  of  the  older  rocks 
with  the  tertiary  and  upper  secondary  formations  io  the  Middle 
States.  These  deposits,  especially  in  the  great  river  valleys  and 
adjoining  slopes,  as  at  Richmond  and  Washington,  consist  chiefly  of 
layers  of  qnartz  gravel,  like  the  surface  gravel  of  the  adjoining  pri- 
mary region,  and  of  larger  smoothly  rolled  masses  derived  from  the 
silioions  slates,  qaartzites  and  sandstones  of  remoter  tracts  lying  to 
the  west  and  northwest,  mingled  and  interstratified  with  ferruginous 
aands  and  clays,  which  impart  to  the  mass  a  more  or  less  reddish 
color. 

In  most  localities,  the  larger  pebbles  are  found  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  deposit,  often  strewing  the  surface  thickly  where  the  finer 
matter  has  been  removed  either  by  natural  erosion  or  in  the  prog- 
ress of  improvement,  as  may  be  seen  at  numerous  exposures  in  and 
around  Washington.  In  other  cases,  as  at  Alexandria  and  at  Rich- 
mond, the  cobble-stone  deposit  is  usually  overlaid  by  stratified  sand 
and  gravel  of  considerable  thickness.  It  is  from  these  sources  that 
the  cities  of  Richmond,  Washington,  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia, 
have  been  supplied  with  the  paving  materials  at  one  time  so  gen- 
erally in  use. 

In  a  pile  of  such  paving  stones  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  many 
years  ago,  I  found  a  large  pebble  of  compact  vitreous  sandstone, 
oontaining  distinct  impressions  of  Soolithus  linearis^  the  well-known 
characteristic  fossil  of  the  Primal  or  Potsdam  formation,  having  its 
nearest  outcrop  on  the  western  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  In  subse- 
quent observations,  especially  those  recently  made  in  and  around 
Kichmond,  Washington,  and  Georgetown,  I  have  found  that  a  con- 
siderable'proportion  of  this  pebbly  or  cobble-stone  deposit  consists  of 
fragments  of  the  harder  silicious  Paleozoic  rocks  and  has  therefore 
been  derived  from  the  Appalachian  belt  Indeed,  so  common  are  the 
fosnliferoufl  fragments,  that  an  observer  can  hardly  fail  to  discover 
them  at  any  excavations  where  the  coarser  materials  are  exposed,  as 
well  as  in  the  piles  of  cobble-stones  in  the  neighborhood. 

In  the  specimens  exhibited  to  illustrate  this  paper,  collected 
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chiefly  at  Washington  and  Richmond,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  casts 
of  Scolitbns  are  yqtj  distinct  and  abundant.  These  masses  are  from 
two  to  six  inches  in  diameter,  bat  in  some  of  the  localities  much 
larger  specimens  may  be  seen  crowded  with  the  fossil.  Along  with 
them  are  oocasionaUj  foand  ronnded  masses  or  cobbles  of  fossilifer- 
ons  sandstone  and  of  conglomerate,  referable  to  higher  positions  in 
the  Appalachian  series,  ranging  probably  to  the  carboniferous  rocks. 
The  absence  from  these  deposits  of  fragments  derived  from  the  lime- 
stones, shales  and  argillaceous  slates  of  the  Appalachian  belt,  is 
readily  accounted  for  by  the  comparative  ease  with  which  such  ma- 
terials would  be  disintegrated  by  the  mechanical  and  chemical  ac- 
tions concerned  in  their  transportation  and  deposition,  and  the  same 
explanation  accounts  for  the  fact  that  so  few  rragmeuts  of  the  gran- 
ites, schists,  and  gneissoid  and  hornblendio  rooks  of  the  wide  inter- 
vening belt  have  been  preserved  in  this  formation,  and  that  it  re- 
tains little  distinctly  representing  these  rocks,  except  an  abundance 
of  quartz  gravel  and  cobbles,  derived  from  them. 

The  deposit  in  question  extends  at  Washington  over  the  entire  plain 
on  which  the  city  is  built,  having  an  average  elevation  of  seventy-five 
feet,  and  rising  on  the  north  to  about  one  hundred  feet  above  mean 
tide.  Thence  it  spreads  over  the  adjoining  slopes,  covering  the  high 
ground  on  which  Columbian  College  is  situated,  and  the  still  higher 
hill  of  the  Soldiers'  Home,  which  is  more  than  two  hundred  feet 
above  tide.  At  the  latter  locality  the  roUed  fragments  have  a  less 
average  size  than  at  the  lower  level,  though  still  often  several  inches 
in  diameter.  In  the  neighborhood  of  the  Capitol,  and  in  the  railroad 
cutting  near  the  Navy  Yard,  they  are  often  as  much  as  a  foot  in  di- 
ameter, and  a  recent  excavation  near  Georgetown,  some  forty  feet 
above  the  creek,  has  brought  to  light  masses  of  these  transported 
rounded  rocks  of  still  greater  dimensions,  some  of  them  large  enough 
to  be  called  boulders. 

Although  the  surface  formation  in  question  shows  itself  in,  and 
adjoining,  the  valleys  of  all  the  principal  streams  in  the  Middle 
States,  the  fragments  of  Paleozoic  rocks  have  thus  far  been  observed 
only  in  the  deposit  as  exposed  in  those  river  valleys  which  penetrate 
westward  and  northwestward  as  far  as,  or  into,  the  Appalachian  belt. 
It  is  reserved  for  farther  observation  to  ascertain  whether  they  are 
wholly  absent  from  the  shorter  valleys,  and  also  to  determine  to 
what  extent  the  general  deposit  is  continued  from  vaUey  to  valley 
over  the  intermediate  higher  grounds. 

Although  from  the  facts  thus  far  observed,  it  would  seem  that 
the  transporting  agency  by  which  these  deposits  were  accumulated 
was  chiefly  or  wholly  operative  in  the  lines  of  the  river  valleys,  the 
great  height  to  which,  as  before  stated,  the  deposit  reaoh^  showa 
that  the  relative  level  of  the  water,  or  probably  ice,  oonoerned  in  the 
transportation,  must  have  been  much  above  the  water  level  as  it  now 
exists,  and  that  the  then  actual  river  valleys  were  of  correspondingly 
greater  width.  The  distances  over  which  the  fragments  of  Appa- 
lachian rocks  found  in  these  surface  deposits  have  £»en  carried,  may 
be  judged  from  the  following  facts. 
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The  distance  from  Richmond,  in  a  straight  line,  to  the  nearest 
ootcrop  of  the  Primal  or  Potsdam  sandstone  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge, 
is  abont  eighty  miles;  that  following  the  conrse  of  the  James  River 
is  one  hundred  and  siztj  miles ;  the  distance  from  Washington  to 
the  western  side  of  the  blae  Ridge  in  a  straight  line  is  about  forty 
miles;  that  along  the  Potomac  River  between  fifty  and  sixty  miles. 

What  relation  this  deposit  bears  to  the  drift  of  the  more  north* 
em  regions  as  to  the  manner  and  time  of  its  production,  is  a  qnes- 
tion  of  great  interest  The  materials  of  the  deposit  are  distinctly 
stratified,  and  the  fragments,  instead  of  being  angular,  as  so  com- 
mon in  the  drift  proper,  are  well  ronnded  and  smooth.  Nor  has 
there  been  thns  far  observed,  any  case  of  that  striation  of  surface 
which  is  so  frequently  met  with  in  the  larger  fragments  of  the  north- 
em  drift;  tracing  the  formation,  however,  as  it  shows  itself  succes- 
sively at  Richmond,  Washington,  and  other  localities  still  further 
northward,  the  stratification  becomes  less  perfect,  and  the  coarser 
materials  are  more  scattered  through  the  mass,  and  after  crossing 
the  Delaware  the  whole  deposit  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the 
material  considered  in  that  region  as  a  modified  drift. 

Bpeoulating  on  the  causes  by  which  these  deposits  have  been 
formed,  it  may,  on  the  one  hand,  be  imagined  that  daring  the  glacial 
period  the  icy  covering  of  the  north  and  west  prolonged  itself  in  the 
valleys  of  the  great  rivers,  as  far  sonth  as  the  James,  and  even  the 
Roanoke  River,  bringing  down  to  the  belt  of  land  now  marking  the 
limit  of  tide  water,  debris  from  the  Appalachian  rocks,  mingled  with 
materials  derived  from  the  intervening  region,  and  that  the  grinding 
and  sorting  action  of  the  waters  subsequently  obliterated  glaciiu 
markings,  and  gave  to  the  whole  deposit  the  distribution  and  strati- 
fication which  it  now  presents ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  be 
conceived  that  the  transporting  force  of  the  rivers  themselves,  swol- 
len and  rapid  as  they  must  have  been  in  the  closing  ages  of  the  gla- 
cial period,  brought  about  the  same  results.  But  even,  in  this  case, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  glacial  action  had  much  to  do  with  the 
original  accumulation  of  the  rocky  debris  on  the  fianks  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  and  in  the  Appalachian  valleys  beyond. 

In  the  belt  partially  occupied  by  the  surface  deposit  here  referred 
to,  there  is  exposed  another  group  of  strata,  with  which,  at  first 
view,  the  sanay  and  argillaceous  layers  of  this  formation  might 
readily  be  confounded.  These  are  the  silicious,  argillaceous  and 
pebbly  beds,  which,  underlying  the  tertiary  in  Virginia,  and  the  well- 
marked  cretaceous  formation  further  north,  have,  in  the  latter  re- 
gion, been  r^fpu^ed  as  belonging  to  the  base  of  the  cretaceous  series 
of  the  Atlantio  States.  In  Virginia  the  formation  consists  typically 
of  a  rather  coarse,  and  sometimes  pebbly  sandstone,  in  which  the 
grains  of  quartz  and  felspar  are  feebly  cemented  by  kaolin,  derived 
from  the  decomposition  of  the  latter,  and  of  argillaceous  and  sili- 
cious clays  variously  colored,  and  more  or  less  chaiged  with  vegeta- 
ble remains,  either  silicified,  or  in  the  condition  oi  lignite.  These 
constitute  the  group  of  beds  designated  in  the  Virginia  geological 
reports  as  the  Upper  Secondary  Sandstone,  and  referred  by  me  long 
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since  (1842)  to  the  upper  part  of  the  Jurassio  series,  oorresponding 
probably  to  the  Parbeck  beds  of  British  geologists.  From  the  Poto- 
mao  northward,  this  gronp  of  deposits,  as  exposed  in  the  deep  rail- 
road cats  between  Washington  and  Baltimore,  and  on  to  Wilming- 
ton, is  made  np  of  variegated,  soft,  argillaceous  and  silicious  beds, 
which,  from  the  preponderance  of  ferru^nous  coloring  towards  the 
Delaware,  has  been  called  by  Prof.  Booth  the  red  ckj  formation. 
At  a  few  poiuts  onlj,  towards  the  bottom  of  the  deposit,  it  brings  to 
view  a  bed  of  tbe  felspathic  sand,  or  crumbling  sandstone,  above 
referred  to.  Traced  transversely,  it  is  seen  to  dip  beneath  the  ere- 
taceous  greensand  at  various  points  in  Kew  Jersey,  Delaware  and 
Marylimd,  but  in  Virginia  disappears  in  its  eastward  dip  beneath  the 
Eocene  tertiary. 

How  far  we  may  consider  this  group  of  sediments  in  Maryland, 
Delaware  and  New  Jersey,  as  merely  a  continuation  of  the  Virginia 
formation  above  described,  can  be  determined  only  by  further  inves- 
tigation. But  the  discovery  in  them  at  Baltimore,  by  Prof.  Tyson, 
of  stamps  of  cycads,  would  seem  to  bring  them  into  near  relation 
with  the  formation  at  Fredericksburg  containing  similar  remains, 
and  to  favor  their  being  referred,  at  least  in  part,  to  the  horizon  of 
the  upper  Jurassic  rocks.  Possibly  we  may  find  here  a  passage- 
group  analogous  to  the  Wealden  of  British  geology.  Whatever  may 
be  the  result  of  further  discovery,  it  would  seem  to  be  premature  at 
this  time  to  assume  the  whole  of  these  deposits  from  the  Potomac 
northward,  as  belonging  to  the  cretaceous  series. 

Where  the  tertiary  or  the  cretaceous  rocks  are  present  in  this 
belt,  there  is,  of  course,  no  danger  of  confounding  the  superficial 
gravel  and  cobble*stone  deposit  with  the  formation  Just  described, 
bat  in  their  absence,  which  is  usual  in  the  river  valleys,  this  deposit 
rests  immediately  on  the  broken  and  denuded  surface  of  the  sec- 
ondary, and  by  the  intermixture  of  materials  makes  it  more  difficult 
to  discriminate  between  them. 

Excellent  opportunities  for  observing  the  contact  of  the  super- 
ficial deposit  with  the  denuded  and  much  older  formation  below,  are 
E resented  in  the  neighborhood  of  Washington,  among  which  may 
e  specially  mentioned  the  vertical  cut  at  the  extremity  of  16th 
Street,  at  the  base  of  the  hill  occupied  by  Oolnmbian  Oollege,  and 
also  Uie  continuation  of  14th  Street,  ascending  the  same  hill.  At 
the  former  locality  the  crumbling  felspathic  sandstone,  or  slightly 
adhering  sand,  is  exposed  to  a  height  of  about  thirty-five  feet,  with 
a  very  gentle  eastern  dip,  and  having  the  color,  composition  and 
diagonal  bedding  characteristic  of  the  Fredericksburg  and  Aquia 
Creek  sandstone.  The  gravel  and  cobble-stone  deposit  lying  upon 
it  descends  with  the  slope  of  the  hill  to  the  general  plain  below, 
resting  at  a  somewhat  steep  angle  against  the  denuded  edges  of  the 
underlying  beds.*  From  this  and  other  localities,  it  becomes  obvi- 
ous that  the  latter  formation  has  been  deeply  and  extensively  de- 

*  Since  this  was  written  (April,  1875),  tbe  exoavation  and  mdmg  have 
tpK^iy  changed  the  expoeore  by  covering  i:^  much  of  the  lower  depoait. 
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nuded  before  and  during  the  deposition  of  the  surface  strata,  which 
form  the  chief  subject  of  this  communication. 

At  Bichmond  this  gravel  and  cobble-stone  deposit  presents  itself 
at  various  heights  from  the  river  bank  to  the  tops  of  the  hills,  man- 
tling the  irregularly  denuded  surface  of  the  unaerlyiug  formations ; 
restiug  at  one  place  on  the  Upper  Miocene,  at  others,  on  the  in- 
fusorial stratum,  which  lies  at  the  base  of  the  Miocene,  or  on  the 
Eocene,  or  on  the  jet  older  deposit,  referable  probably  to  an  upper 
secondary  period.  The  well-smoothed  pebbles  are  chiefly  of  quartz- 
ite  and  silicious  slates,  including  not  a  few  which  are  marked  with 
Scolithus.  in  the  Rappahannock  valley,  and  between  it  and  the 
Potomac,  the  formation  may  be  seen  resting  directly  either  on  the 
massive  secondary  sandstone,  or  on  the  looser  deposit  situated  next 
above,  or  on  the  Eocene  tertiary,  which  at  some  points  occupies  hol- 
lows in  the  denuded  surface  of  tne  sandstone. 
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Virginia  and  West  Virginia." 

(Namis  or  Railways  akd  Stations  cobrectid  to  1888.) 
Bt  Fbof.  Williah  B.  Bogus. 
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Mid.  Seoondnrj  Bandstonti 

and  Coal  Measures. 
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14  b.  Lower  Coal  Group 
14  a  Great  Conglomerate 
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13  a.  Montbromery  Grits  and 
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lib.  ^emung. 

loo'  Genesee! 
10  b.  Hamilton. 
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SlLUBfAM. 


8.     Oriskany. 

5  c.  Hiagara. 

6  b.  Clinton. 
6  a.  Meoina. 


SiLirBo-CAaiBBiA>*  4  0.  Hudson  Biyer, 

4  b.  Utioa 
Uppbb  Cambbia:?.    4  a.  Trenton 


MlDDLB^ 

nnd 
Lowbb  CAMBatAN. 


Abobjbah. 


3c.  Chasy. 

8  b.  Levis. 

3  a.  Caloifercus. 

8  b.  Potsdam  Group.* 


ArehflBan. 
A,  B,  C.  0.« 
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H.  D.  and  W.  B.  K. 
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H.  D.  Sogers'  Final 
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VIIL 
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VIII. 
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VIRGINIA. 
Yallbt  Bbanch  of  Baltimobb  and  Omo  Raolboad. 


0 

Harper's  Ferry. 

i  Altered  Cambrian  (b)  or  Arohsan  B, 
\     followed  west  by  Cambrian,  2  b.,  3  a. 

1 

Shenandoah. 

6 

Ilalltown. 

Cambrian,  8  a.,  b. 

10 

Charlcstown. 

"         8  b.,  c. 

14 

Cameron. 

((              i( 

23 

Wadesville. 

Silnro-Cam.,  4  a.  and  4  b. 

27 

Stephenson's. 

Silnro-Cam.  and  Camb.  4  a.  and  8  o. 

82 

Winchester. 

SO 
89 
42 
44 
46 

Kernstown. 
Stephens  City. 
Vaucluse.^ 
Middletown. 
Cedar  Creek. 

The  road  mns  close  to  bonndary  of 

Cambrian  3  c,  and  Sil.-Cambrian,  4 
a.,  of  the  belt  lying  east,  composed 
largely  of  4  o. 

50 

Capon  Road. 

51 

Strashnrg  Junction. 

Silaro-Cambrian,  4  a.  and  4  b.,  on 
switch  track. 

55 

Tom's  Brook. 

Cambrian,  8  b.,  c. 

57 

Maurertown. 

iC                           4* 

61 

Woodstock. 

Ci                        (i 

66 

Edinbnrg. 

U                         l( 

74 

Mount  Jackson. 

Camb.  and  Siluro  Cam.  3  c.  and  4  a. 

81 

New  Market. 

((                          *i 

88 

Broadway. 

t(                          i( 

94 

Linville. 

U                                                  (( 

100 

Harrisonburg.* 

(t                                                  44 

105 

Pleasant  Va  ley. 

Cambrian,  8  b.,  c. 

117 

Fort  Defiance.* 

44                           44 

126 

Staunton. 

Camb.  and  Silnro-Cam.  8  c.  and  4  a. 

1.  The  term  Jurasso-Cretaoeoas  is  chosen  to  desiimate  the  Upper  Seoondaiy 
sandstones  of  the  Viiginia  reports  and  the  associated  sands  and  days  which 
in  their  prolongation,  northeast  tiirough  Maiyland,  Delaware  and  New  Jer- 
sey, are  found  to  underlie  the  Cretaceous  green-«uid  formation  of  those  States, 
because  the  tbasils  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Fredericksburg,  &c.,  in  Virginia^ 
as  well  as  near  Baltimore,  suggest  the  upper  stage  of  the  Jurassic  period ; 
while  it  is  stated  that  the  sands  and  clays  of  this  belt  in  New  Jersey  are  refer- 
able to  the  base  of  the  Cretaceous.  The  wliole  group  would  seem,  in  the  main, 
to  be  one  of  transition,  and  it  is  probably  best  comparable  to  the  European 
Wealden. 

2.  The  name  Juiaaso-Triossic  is  preferred  for  the  Mid-Secondary  rocks  of 
the  Vir^rinia  reports,  as  it  is  thought  to  correspond  beet  with  the  fossil  indi- 
cations thus  far  furnished  by  the  several  belts  included  in  it.  Of  these,  the 
most  western  area  is  in  part  continuous  with  the  so-called  Triassic  belt  of 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  and  in  part  with  the  coal-bearing  rocks  of  Dan 
River,North  Carolina.  The  middle  belt  is  in  the  line  of  prolon^tion  of  the 
Deep  Kiver  coal  rocks  of  North  Carolina ;  and  the  eastern  belt,  including  the 
Qrits  and  Cool  Measures  of  Chesterfield,  Ilenrioo,  &o.,  is  topographically 
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Chbsapbakb  and  Ohio  Railway. 


M1168. 


9 
18 
28 
83 

40 

46 
60 

66 

62 

76 

81 
83 
90 
97 

104 
107 


206 


221 


Richmond. 

Atlee. 

Hanover  C.  11. 
R.  F.  and  P.  June. 
Noel. 

Beaver  Dam. 

Bum  pass. 
Frederick  Hall. 

Tolersville." 

Louisa. 
Gordonsville. 

Lindsay. 
Cobham. 
Keswick. 
Charlottesville. 

Ivy. 

Mechum  River. 


115 

Greenwood. 

124 

Waynesboro. 

129 

Fishersville. 

136 
144 

Staunton. 
Swoope. 

160 

North  Mountain 

169 

Craigsville. 

168 

Goshen." 

176 

Millboro.'' 

195 

Jackson  River." 

Covington.' 


Alleghany. 


\  W.  outcrop  of  Tertiary  and  Upper  Me- 
)      sozoic,  all  resting  on  Arch.  C. 
19.  Tertiary. 

Upper  Mesozoic,  Jnrasso-Cretaceous. 
1.  Archsaan,  C. 

S  Gneiss  and  Mica  Slates,  with  veins  of 

I      G  rani  re. 
1.  Archrcan,  A. 

\  Mic.  Ilornb.  and  Hydro.  Mic.  Slates, 
(      with  Aurif.  Quartz.     The  gold  belt. 
1.  Arcbsaan,  C. 
B. 
Argil.  Mic.  and  Hydro.  Mic.  Slates, 
with  patches  of  Slaty  Limest.  and 
Steatite,  Epidotic,   Chlor.  and  SiL 
Grits  and  Slates  of  S.  W.  Mt.  fol- 
lowed west  by  Gneissoid  Sandstone. 
1.  ArchsBan,  D. 
Horn,  and  Chi.  Gnei.  Syen. 
(  1.  Arch.,  B,  Bl.  Ridge  Epid.  Chlor. 

<  Argil.   Slates,  &c.,  flanked  W.   by 
(      Camb.  I,  2  b.  Pots. 

Cambrian,  8  a.,  adjoining  slates  of  2  b. 

)  Sil.-Camb.,  4  a.  and  4  b.    Edge  of  slate 

I      belt. 
Camb.  and  Sil.-Caiiib.,  3  c.  and  4  a. 

\  Devonian,  10  a.,  adjoining  Silurian  of 
(      the  Gap,  6  a.,  6  b.  to  8,  inverted. 
i  Silurian,  7.,  Enorinal  Marble.    8.  Oris- 
)     kaoy. 

5  Devonian,   10  a.  and   10  b.,  between 
ridges  of  Silurian,  6  a.  to  8. 
Devonian,  10  a.,  near  8  of  Sideling  Hill. 
(  Devonian,   10  a.,  west  side  of  Rich 
(      Patch  Anticlinal  Silurian,  5  a.  to  8. 

{Devonian,  10  a.  and   10  b.,  between 
southwest  end  of  Warm  Spring  An- 
ticlinal, and  northeast  end  of  Peters 
Mountain. 
( Devonian,   10  to  12,  enclosing,  near 

<  tunnel,  belt  of  Sub-Car.  13  a.    Ves- 
(      pertine. 
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West  Vibginia, 
Chssapeakb  and  Ohio  Railway. — Continued, 


Miles. 

227 

White    Sulphur 

^  Devon.,  10  a.  and  10  b.  Spring  issues 
(     from  8. 

Springs. 

238 

Ronoeverte. 

Lower  Sub-Carb.,  18  a.    Vespertine. 

244 

Fort  Spring. 

J  Upper  Sub-Carb.,  18  b.  Umbral  lime- 
)      stone. 

251 

Alderson. 

Upper  Sub-Carb.,  13  b.    Umbral  shale. 

263 

Talcott. 

a                                       u 

272 

Hinton." 

{  Upper  Sub-Car.,  overlaid  west  by  Con- 
)     glo.     Coal  group,  14  a. 
i  Upper  Sub.  Carbon,  shales,  overlaid  by 
<     Conglo.  Coal  group  14  a.  The  shales 

294 

Quinnimont. 

(     disappear  west  near  Buffalo  Creek. 

824 

Hawk's  Nest. 

Congl.  Coal  group,  14  a. 

826 

Cotton  lliU. 

44 

833 

Kanawha  Falls. 

{  Great  Conglom.,  overlaid  by  Lower  or 
\     main  Coal  group,  14  a.  and  14  b. 

862 

Ooalburg. 

Main  Coal  group,  14  b. 

859 

Brownstown. 

44 

868 

Charleston. 

<C 

881 

St.  Albans. 

Lower  barren  group,  14  b. 

896 

Hurricane. 

44 

401 

Milton. 

4( 

409 

Harbours  ville. 

ti 

416 

Guyandotte. 

44                   / 

421 

Huntington. 

44 

without  a  counterpart  The  iniddlo  and  eastern  belts  in  Virginia,  and  tho 
western  tract  in  North  Carolina,  show  a  close  agreement  in  their  fossil  flora, . 
which  in  many  particulars  has  a  dccirledlv  Jurassic  character,  and  all  three 
belts  ore  connected  bv  certain  species  of  E^tlieria,  Candona,  <&c.,  held  in  com- 
mon. Collectively  tneso  bedi  rei)resont  most  probabl;^'  a  group  of  deposits 
ran^njf  through  Upper  Trlasslc  and  Lower  Jurassic  time,  and  are  in  large 
measure  of  a  tninsitionul  character. 

8.  In  grouping  the  Lower  Paleozoic  formations,  Sediye wick's  classification 
18  used,  including  as  Cambrian  and  tSUuro- Cambrian,  all  the  formations  from 
the  base  of  the  Paleozoic  to  the  top  of  the  Trenton  period  (4  c),  and  as  Silu- 
rian the  succeeding  formations  to  the  top  of  the  On.'«kany  (8.) ;  these  corre- 
spond! n:^  in  limits  to  the  Lower  and  Upper  Silurian  periods  of  the  tsible. 

4.  The  Middle  Cambrian,  or  Auroral  group,  occupying  much  of  tlic  surface 
of  the  Great  Valley  west  of  the  Blue  Hidgc,  ana  exposed  in  numerous  anticlinals 
and  faults  in  the  mountain  belt  further  west,  is  marked  by  a  ^^reat  preponder- 
ance of  ma^nosian  limestones  in  the  lower  two-thirds  of  its  mass,  passing 
below  in  many  coses  into  Arenaceous  and  Argillaceous  limestones,  and  fol- 
lowed above  by  oolitic  and  by  chcrtY  and  sandy  beds,  these  latter  giving  place 
still  hii^her  to  the  more  purely  Calcareous  and  Argillo-Calcareous  strata  ap- 
pertaining to  the  base  or  the  Siluro-Cambrian,  Ti-enton  or  Matinal  gix}up. 


721 


YiBOiNiA  Midland  Railway. 


0    Alexandria. 

20.  Quat.  drift  on  denud. 

5 

Alex,  and  Fredbg. 
Crossing. 

Upper  Mesozoio,  Jurasso-Cretaceous. 

9 

Springfield. 

1.  Arohaan,  C. 

14 

Burke's. 

"          A. 

18 

Fairfax. 

A. 

21 

Clifton. 

A. 

27 

Manassas. 

Mes.,  17-16.    Jura8.-TrL 

81 

Bristoe. 

t( 

84 

NokesYille. 

(( 

89 

Catlett's. 

u 

41 

Warrenton  Jano. 

u 

45 

Midland. 

u 

47 

Bealeton. 

u 

51 

Rappahannock. 

il 

56 

Brandy. 

it 

62 

Cnlpeper. 

"       W.  margin. 

69 

Mitchell's. 

*i 

74 

Rapid-Anne. 

<(        S.  margin. 

79 

Orange. 

L  Archiean,  B. 

88 

89 

98 

96 

102 

105 

110 

Madison. 

GordonsTille. 

Lindsay. 

Cobham. 

Keswick. 

Shadwell. 

Charlottesville. 

" 

Ar^L  Mio.  and  Hydro.  Mic.  Slates, 

with  patches  of  Limestone  and  Stea- 

schist  £.  of  S.  W.  Mt,  followed  by 

Epidotio  and    Chloritio    Quartdtes 

and  Slates  of  S.  VT.  Mt.  and  thence 
W.  by  Gneissoid  Grits. 

108 

Lynohbnrg  June 

1.  Archiean,  D. 

116 

Red  Hill. 

(( 

118 

North  Garden. 

128 

Covesyille. 

128 

Faber's. 

From  one  and  a  half  miles  west  of 

180 

Rockfish. 

Charlottesville  to  near  Lynchburg 

184 

Elmington. 

the  prevailing  rocks    are    Syenite, 

137 

LovingstoD. 

Granite,  Protogine,  Mic  and  Chlor. 

142 

Arrington. 

Gneiss.    Near  base  of  S.  W.  Mt.  are 

145 

Tye  River. 
New  Glasgow. 

belts  of  Gneissoid  sand  and  steaschist 

148 

Mic.  and  Hor.  Slates  and  Trap. 

158 

Amherst. 

160 

Mclvor's. 

162 

Burford's. 

1.  Archaan,  C. 

167 

Lynchburg." 

"        B. 

178 

Lucado. 

C  ^caceous  and  Argil.  Slates,  including 

178 

Lawyer's  Road. 

i     patches  of  Limestone  and  Steatite^ 

184 

Evington. 
81 

;     Epidotic  and  Chloritio  Quartotes. 
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MilM. 

188 

Otter  River. 

1.  Archasan,  0. 

190 

Lynches. 

u 

104 

Staunton  River. 

(t 

201 

Sycamore. 
Ward^s  Springs. 

C( 

206 

u 

211 

Whittle's. 

it 

216 

Chatham. 

S  Mesozoic,  17-16.    Jnrasso-Triassic,  W. 
(     mar. 

it 

220 

Dry  Fork. 

226 

FaU  Creek. 

K 

282 

Danville. 

1.  Archaan,  0. 

288 

North  Danville. 

(4 

The  frequent  faults,  in  versions  and  repetitions  of  the  heds  in  the  Great  Vallev, 
and  the  rarity  of  fotwils  in  the  Auroral  rocks,  hare  interfered  with  a  precise 
demarcation  of  fonnations ;  but  there  can  be  little  doubt,  from  fossil  and  other 
evidence,  that  they  cover  the  period  of  the  formations  8  a.,  8  b.,  8  c,  assigned 
to  them  in  the  Table.  Hence,  and  as  indicating  the  fonnations  near  as  well 
as  0^  the  localities,  the  designation  8  a.  b.  will  be  used  for  these  rocks  up  to 
the  top  of  the  magnesian,  without  distingiuishing  between  Calciferous  and 
Quebec  (or  Xiovis),  and  8  b.  o.,  for  the  remaining  strata  up  to  the  well  defined 
base  of  the  Siluro-Cambrian,  Trenton  or  MaUnai  group,  4  a.  b.  and  o. 

6.  The  Potsdam,  or  Primal  group,  includes  in  Viiginia,  where  complete, 
besides  the  Potsdam  proper,  the  fermerous  shales  next  above,  and  the  slates, 
shaly  grits  and  conglomerates,  below  this  formation.  It  is  exposed  in  varying 
mass  and  completeness  on  the  western  slope  and  in  the  west  flanking  bills  of 
the  Blue  Sidge  throughout  much  of  its  length,  often,  by  inversion,  dipping  to 
the  southeast,  in  seeming  conformity  beneath  the  older  rocks  of  the  Blue 
Bidge,  but  often,  also  resting  uncontormably  upon  or  against  them.  These 
older  rocks,  comprising  masses  referable  probably  to  liuronian  and  Laurentian 
ago^  include  also  a  group  of  highly  altered  beds,  corresponding  apparently  to 
the  copper- bearing  or  Keweenion  scries  of  northern  Michigan,  ana  perhaps  to 
the  lately  described  Dimctian  rocks  of  Wales. 

6.  The  letters  A,  B,  C,  D  mark  four  rather  distinct  groups  of  Arohcan 
rooks  found  in  Virginia,  of  which  the  first  three  may  probably  be  referred  to 
the  Laurentian^  liuronian  and  Montalban  periods  respectively,  and  the  fourth 
to  an  intermediate  stage— the  Norian  or  Upper  Laurentian. 

7.  This  belt  of  Siluro-Cambrian  slates  extends  continuously  from  the  Po- 
tomac River  to  a  point  about  ten  miles  south  of  Staunton,  a  distanoe  of  140 
miles,  beyond  which  it  becomes  narrow  and  discontinuous.  In  the  tract  coi^ 
responding  to  the  interval  from  Btrasbuiig  to  Harrisonburg,  it  encloses  Uie 
complex  synclinal  of  tiie  Massanutton  Mountains,  consisting  of  massive  ranges 
of  Silurian  rocks  6  a..  6  b.,  witli  some  bands  of  7  and  a  few  traces  of  Devonian 
10  a.,  all  resting  in  the  wide  undulated  trough  of  the  sktes.  From  Strasbuig 
southwest,  the  railroad  keeps  generally  a  distance  of  iVom  one  half  to  one  mile 
west  of  the  edge  of  the  slates,  but  sometimes  impinges  upon  it,  affording  ready 
access  to  fossinferous  beds  of  4  a.,  b.  and  c 

8.  About  18  miles  west-bv-north  from  this  are  the  Bawlev  Springs^nd  a 
few  miles  further  the  remarkable  fissured  rocks  known  as  Moravian  Town, 
both  in  Ponent  12.  West-by-south,  about  20  miles,  are  the  Dora  coal  mines, 
in  Vespertine  18  a.,  of  Narrowback  Mountain— anthracite,  faulted  and  crushed. 
The  irregular  fiiwlt  which,  with  many  interruptions,  extends  from  near  the 
Potomac  Kiver  along  the  northwest  edge  of  the  Great  Valley  in  the  line  of  the 
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MliM. 

0 

Alexandria. 

(As  before.) 

Mes.,  17-16.    Jura8.-Tria. 

27 

Manassas. 

86 

GainesYille. 

ti 

88 

Ilajmarket 

a 

40 

Thoronghfare. 
Broad  Ban. 

i  1.  Archaean,  B,  Slaty  Qnartzite,  Epid. 
i     Ohio.  Ar^L  and  Mic.  Slates  of  Bnll 
(     Run  and  Pond  MoantainB. 

44 

49 

Plains. 

1.  Archsaan,  0. 

54 

Marshall. 

(t 

00 

Rectortown. 

»        B. 

63 

Delaplane. 

(( 

67 

Markharn. 

ct 

72 

Linden. 

(( 

70 

Happy  Creek. 

t( 

79 

Front  Royal. 

Oarobrian,  8  a.  Caloifer. 

81 

River. 

Sil.-Oamb.  4  a.  and  b.    Tr.  and  Ut.  4  o. 

8o 

Bnokton. 

Hudson  Riv. 

86 

Water  Lick. 

\  Fort  Mt.  Synclinal,  (5  a.  and  b.)  ends 
(     near. 

**    4  a.  and  b.    Tr.  and  Ut 

90 

Strasbnrg. 

91 

Strasburg  June. 

(i                          it 

Little  North  Mountain  for  about  120  milei,  is  seen  near  these  localities  to  bring 
the  Siluro-Cambrian  4.  of  The  Valley  into  juxtaposition  with  the  Devonian 
10.  to  12. 

9.  About  eight  miles  east  of  this  are  Weyer's  and  Madison's  oaves,  situated 
in  a  ridse  of  steep  dipping  limestone,  8  a.  b.,  near  the  South  Bivcr. 

10.  In  this  part  ot  the  gold  belt  are  situated  the  old  workings  known  as , 
TindoFs,  Boxley's,  Baker's,  Triple  Fork  and  Walton's  Mines. 

11.  This  is  a  good  point  of  departure  for  examining  the  rook  straoture  of 
Panther  Gap,  5  a.  b.,  mostly  inverted,  and  the  wild  passage  of  the  North 
River  throuffh  the  same  formations  at  Stricklor's  Gap,  **  The  Goshen  Pass.'' 
About  10  miles  southwest  are  the  Rockbridge  Alum  Spring!*;  in  10  a.  b. 

12.  About  three  miles  north  of  this,  on  the  Cow-posture  Kivor,  is  the  Blow- 
ing Cave  of  Bath  County,  in  an  anticlinal  of  8.  Oriskany^ ;  and  twelve  miles 
further  north-by -wcst^  near  the  same  river,  is  the  noted  intermitting  stream 
called  the  Ehbing  Spnng,  in  a  rid^  of  7  and  8,  on  east  side  of  Tower  (Tour) 
Hill,  east  of  Warm  Spring  Axis.  12  miles  southwest  to  Bath  AImn  Springs,  in 
10  a.,  and  thence  5  miles  to  Warm  Sprinss,  8  o-^  a. 

18.  Where  traversed  by  the  Jackson  River,  this  anticlinal  shows  itself  as 
a  great  arch  built  up  of  the  successive  conoentrio  beds  of  6  a.  b.  c,  and  flanked 
by  7.  and  8.,  followed  by  10  a.,  and  having  a  span,  as  measured  by  the  highest 
sandstone  bed,  of  about  8,800  feet.  The  main  arch,  6  a.  Levant,  or  Medina, 
white  sandstone,  l9  ro;^lar  and  unbroken^  but  the  outer  concentric  belts,  made 
up  of  the  hard  members  of  5  b.  c,  are  distorted  and  in  part  inverted  on  the 
wcBl  side  of  the  axis,  where  by  a  slight  fault  the  beds  of  7.  pass  suddenly 
from  a  nearly  vertical  to  a  horizontal  position.  Towards  the  southwest,  this 
axis  opens,  to  form  the  Rich  Patch  Vsiley.  bringing  to  view  the  Siluro-Cam- 
brian 4  a.,  D.,  c,  and  still  further  southwest  oecomes  the  dosed  anticlinal  known 
as  the  Potts  Creek  Mountain.  Heavy  beds  of  iron  ore  (Hematite)  have  been 
opened  on  both  sides  of  this  axis,  as  at  Houiing  Run,  Callie,  Low  Moor,  and 
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Miles. 

Washington 

(Steamboat.) 
Qaantico. 

0 

Upper  Mesozoic,  17-18.    Jnrasso-Creta. 

6 

Richland. 

t< 

12 

Brooke's. 

\                           "    Patches  of  19.  Ter- 
tiary on  denuded  surface. 

14 

Potomac  Rnn. 

(t 

21 

Fredericksbnrg. 

j  "  Resting  on  Gneiss  at 
}     Falls. 

33 

Guinea. 

19.  Tertiary. 

42 

Milford. 

«4 

47 

Penola. 

t( 

63 

Ruther  Glen. 

Jurasso-Cretaceous,  17-18. 

58 

Junction. 

11 

60 

Tajlorsville. 

t( 

65 

Ashland. 

\  20.  Quaternary,  gneiss  coming  to  sur- 
l     face,  ArchfBan,  C. 

82 

Richmond. 

(Same  as  before.) 

84 

Manchester    Cross- 

\ 20.    Quaternary,      on     decompo.sing 
Gneiss,  ArchaQan,  C. 

ing. 

87 

Temple's. 

44 

90 

Drewry»s  Blaff. 

44 

93 

Halfway. 

44 

95 

Chester. 

(  W.  limit  of  Upp.  Mesozoic  and  19. 
(      Tertiary. 

98 

Port  Walthall  J. 

44 

105 

Petersburg. 

E.  outcrop  of  Gne.  Arch.  C. 

115 

Reams. 

44 

127 

Stony  Creek. 

Gneiss  higher  up,  on  creek. 

136 

Jarratt's. 

j  Gneiss  short  distance  W.  Tertiary  dit- 
}     to  E. 
19.  Tertiary  short  distance  E. 

147 

Bellfield. 

154 

Greensville  Jan. 

44 

164 

Pleasant  Hill 

44 

168 

Weldon. 

E.  outcrop  of  Gneiss  in  Riv.,  C. 

Kayser's  near  Ollfton  Forge,  aBSodnted  with  formation  8.  Oriskany.    The 
fossil  ore  of  6  b.  is  also  mined  at  several  points. 

14.  The  Anticlinal  Valley,  which  includes  the  group  of  thermals  known  as 
the  Warm,  Hot^  Healing,  &c..  Springs,  closes  up  about  ten  miles  northeast  of 
this,  and  its  axis  subsioes  towards  the  soutiiwest  in  broad^purs  which  reach 
the  river  a  few  miles  below  Coidngton,  in  low  arches  of  7.  and  8.,  overlaid  by 
10.  The  heated  waters  issue  at  numerous  points  throughout  a  distance  of 
thirty  miles,  ftt>m  Cambrian  and  Siluro-Oarabrian  rocks,  8  c,  4  a.,  usually 
inverted  and.  often  faulted  along  the  west  side  of  the  valley,  the  eastern  boun<i- 
aiy  of  which  is  formed  by  the  massive  Warm  Spring  Mountain,  5  a.,  5  b.,  dip- 
ping east,  while  its  western  limit  consists  of  a  narrow,  broken  rioire  of  tne 
same  formations  in  a  vertical  or  inverted  position.    Stages  to  Healing,  Hot 
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Miles. 

0 

Richmond. 

(Same  as  before.) 

2 

R.  F.  and  P.  JuDot. 

»4 

22 

Powhatan. 

W.  edffe  of  Mesozoio  ooal  field. 
1.  Archfloan,  A. 

86 

Amelia  0.  H. 

58 

Bnrkeville. 

u 

78 

Keysville. 

tc 

iiO 

Roanoke. 

t( 

101 

Scottsburg. 

(( 

109 

Boston." 

1.  Archsdan,  0. 

127 

Barksdale. 

«4           ' 

186 

Ringgold. 

(C 

141 

Danville. 

(( 

156 

Rnffin,  N.  0. 

(( 

and  Wann  Springs,  seveTaUj  15, 19  and  22  miles.  Near  the  firet  is  the  Cas- 
cade (200  feet)  of  Falling  Spring  Creek,  which,  cutting  through  Uie  west  wall 
of  the  anticlinal,  flows  over  a  mass  of  calcareous  tu&,  deposited  from  the  waters. 
The  anticlinal  of  Peters  Mountain,  rising  a  few  miles  northwest  of  Cov- 
ington and  exposing  at  the  tunnel  7.  and  8.,  expands  towaids  the  southwest, 
until  it  opens  out  mtb  the  valley  of  the  Sweet  Springs,  containing  another 
group  of  thennals  of  lower  temperature  than  the  preceding.  This  anrirlinAl^ 
extending  southwest,  does  not  close  up,  but  passes  into  the  great  Peters 
Mountain  and  East  River  Mountain  fault,  whion  for  a  distance  of  fifty  miles 
brings  the  Cambrian  in  contact  with  the  Vespertine  and  Umbral  formations, 
Sub-Carb.,  18a.,18b. 

15.  The  Upper  Subcarboniferons,  or  Umbral  shales,  here  include  a  consid- 
erable thickness  of  brown  and  gray  flaggy  sandstone,  the  same  which  forms 
the  hard  rock  of  Swope's  Knobs. 

16.  About  20  miles  northwest  of.  this  point  (by  canal  or  road)  we  enter  the 
fforge  b;^'  which  the  James  Biver  traverses  the  Blue  Bidge,  where  are  exposed 
fine  sections  of  Archaean  rocks,  A  and  B,  and  of  the  Cambrian,  Primal  2  a., 
resting  unconformably  on  the  western  slope  of  the  former,  and  occupying  the 
flanking  ridges,  which  adjoin  the  vallev.  The  Natural  Bridge,  the  remnant 
of  a  former  tunnel  or  cave  m  8  a.  b.,  is  about  8  miles  northwest  ftorn  the  upper 
end  of  the  gap. 

17.  A  few  miles  east  of  this,  between  Banister  and  Dan  Rivers,  is  a  small 
potch  of  Junisso-Triassio  rocKs,  18-17.,  correspondlDg  to  the  FarmviUe  or 
middle  belt,  (see  note  2),  and  containing  Estliena,  (fee. 

18.  This  deposit,  made  up  lai^^ly  of  Diatoms,  lies  near  the  base,  but  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  Miocene  Tertiary.  It  contains  occasional  casts  of  Miocene 
shells,  and  is  cenerally  overlaid  by  beds  of  this  formation,  and  rests  cither  upon 
or  but  little  aoove  the  top  of  the  Eocene.  Having  formcrW  traced  this  deposit 
from  the  Patuxent  River  m  Maryland  to  the  Meherrin  in  Virginia^  I  have  lately 
found  by  an  examination  of  the  artesian  borings  at  Fortress  Monroe,  that  a 
similar  deposit  exists  in  that  region  at  the  depth  of  558  feet  below  the  surface, 
overlaid  hy  Miooene  and  Pliocene  beds,  and  resting  upon  an  Eocene  deposit 
identical  with  that  which  underlies  it  at  Richmond,  we  are  thus  assured  of 
the  great  extension  seaward  of  this  deposit,  and  have  the  means  of  estimating 
the  thickness  of  the  Tertiary  formations  as  far  east  as  the  mouth  of  the  James 
Biver. 

19.  From  this  point,  for  many  miles  towards  the  southwest,  the  railroad 
runs  near  to  and  almost  parallel  with  the  broken  synclinal,  (about  25  miles 
long,)  oif  which  the  lofty  Catawba  and  Fort  Lewis  Mountains  are  the  principal 
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0 

7 
18 
16 

20 
24 
26 
31 
38 


Ricbmond.**  i  (Same  as  before.) 


Fair  Oaks. 

Dispatch. 

Summit 

TonstalFs. 
White  House. 
Fish  Hall. 
Sweet  Hall. 
West  Point. 


'  At  Richmond  tunnel  cuts  Tert'y  Infu- 
sorial bed,  19  b.  Miocene. 

In  this  interval  both  Lower  and  Upper 
19.  Tertiary  are  accessible  above  tide 
level.    Eocene  and  Miocene. 

In  this  interval,  only  Upper  19.  Tertiary 
is  accessible  above  tide  level.  19  li. 
Miocene. 


parts.  The  former,  composed  of  southeast  dipping^  4  a.  b.,  Ac.,  forms  the 
further  or  northwest  rim  of  the  synclinal,  and  ending  abruptly  around  at  its 
northeast  end,  becomes  the  Tinker  Mountain,  which  closes  the  basin  in  that 
direction.  A  shorter  and  gentler  bend  at  the  southwest  end,  terminates  in  a 
fault.  The  coiresponding  rocks  of  Uie  southeast,  or  near  side  of  the  syu 
clinal,  are  only  partiall]r  preserved  in  a  narrow  inverted  ridge  at  either  end, 
the  remainder  of  this  rim  of  the  synclinal  having  been  engulfed  in  the  pro- 
longed fault,  which,  for  many  miles  along  the  margin  of  the  basin,  has  brought 
the  Siluro-Cambrian  rocks  (4  a.  c.)  of  The  Valley  to  abut  agjainst,  and  over-nde 
the  Bevonian  10.  to  12.  and  the  Vespertine  18  a.,  of  which  the  Fort  Lewis 
Mountain,  the  central  nuiss  of  the  synclinal,  is  mainly  composed. 

20.  A  few  miles  west-by-north  of  this  is  an  area  of  Vespertine  rooks,  18  a., 
including  one  or  more  workable  beds  of  coal,  mined  on  Strouble's  Run  and  else- 
where. Thifl  area,  once  probably  continuous  with  the  Vespertine  of  Fort  Lewis 
Mountun,  is  almost  encompassed  by  faults.  Further  to  the  northwest,  and 
separated  fhmi  the  above  by  a  belt  of  Cambrian  and  SOuro-Oambrian  rocks 
8  c,  4  a.,  Ac,  the  Vespertine  beds  of  the  southeast  slope  of  the  Brushy  Mountain, 
contain  a  similar  ooai,  mined  on  Tom's  Creek,  4&c.,  all  these  seams* being  more 
or  less  affected  b^  the  neighboring  faults.  The  dislocation  which,  southeast 
of  Brushy  Mountain,  brings  Vespertine  and  Umbral  in  apposition  with  8ilun>- 
Cambrian  Matinal,  is  part  of  the  g^reat  fault  which,  with  some  changes  of  di- 
rection and  character,  extends  along  the  northwest  edge  of  tlie  Great  Valley, 
firom  near  the  James  River  to  the  end  of  the  Brushy  Mountain,  northeast  of 
Abingdon,  a  distance  of  about  125  miles.  At  a  distance  of  28  miles^  in  a  north- 
west direction,  is  the  sheet  of  water  called  ^^  Mountain  Lake,''  situated  near 
the  top  of  Salt  Pond  Mountain,  at  a  height  of  4,000  feet  above  tide.  Here  the 
Potts  and  Johns  Creek  Mountains  and  the  other  ridges  of  5  a.  b.  coalesce  at 
their  southwest  termination,  into  a  lofty  rugged  table-land,  overlooking  tlie 
New  River,  and  ooramanding  wide  views. 

21.  A  few  miles  south,  the  Lick  Mountain  range  divides  The  Valley  for  some 
miles  into  two,  and  in  the  southern  of  these  belts,  on  the  New  River,  below 
the  mouth  of  Cripple  Creek,  are  the  Austinville  lead  mines,  in  8  b.,  near  tiie 
Primal  2  b.  of  Poplar  Camp  Mountain,  and  about  16  miles  distant  from  Wytbo- 
ville. 

22.  From  this  point  a  short  brsnoh  railroad  lends  north  into  the  valley  of 
the  north  fork  of  the  Holston  River,  between  Walker's  Mountain,  5  a.,  &c., 
and  Poor  Valley  ridge^  Vespertine  18  c,  <fec..  which  flanks  the  Clinch  Moun- 
tain on  the  soutneast  side.  Here,  near  Saltville,  are  the  remarkable  salt  wells, 
which  penetrate  into  a  thick  mass  of  rock-salt ;  and  in  the  same  vieinity,  and 
at  various  points  higher  up  the  valley,  for  a  distance  of  20  miles,  beds  or  gyp- 
sum have  been  opened  and  extensively  wrouirht.  Those  deposits  are  found 
near  and  in  a  line  of  fault,  along  which  the  Slluro-Cambrian  8  c.  4  a.,  of  the 
southeast  side  of  the  valley,  has  been  mode  to  abut  agunst  and  someUmos 
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MikM. 

• 
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Norfolk. 

S  20.  Quaternary,  resting  on  Upper  Ter- 
J     tiary  19  c.  Pliocene. 
Up.  19.  Tertiary  and  19  b.  Miocene. 

28 

Suffolk. 

84 

Windsor. 

It 

41 

Zuni. 

a 

45 

Ivor. 

ii 

52 

Wakefield. 

u 

60 

Waveriy. 

\  Lower  19.  Tertiary  here  probably 
(     above  tide  level 

68 

Disputanta. 

(4 

81 

Petersburg. 

\  E.  margin  of  19.  Tertiary  and  U.  17-18 
i     Mes.  resting  on  Gneiss,  C. 

96 

Chnrch  Road. 

1.  Archaean,  C. 

101 

Ford's. 

u 

108 

Wilson's. 

(t 

112 

Wellsville. 

1.  Arcbiean,  A. 

118 

Blacks  and  Whites. 
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Dublin. 
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Martin's. 

\  Fault  of  Draper's  Mt.  Silurian  and  De- 
]     vonian  against  Sub-Carbonif. 
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Max  Meadows. 
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Wytheville." 

2-4.  Cambrian,  8  b.  o. 
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Rural  Retreat 

It               t» 
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Atlantio,  M188IMIFP1  AVD  Ohio  Raiuboad  (Nohsole  aitd  Wkst- 

EBN,  ldSS).^G(mtinued. 
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Glade  Spring." 
Abingdon. 
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2-4.  Cambriiui  and  Sil.-Gam.  8  c,  4  a. 
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Oontlnaed  u  Efl«t  TeniiMMe,  Ylislnl*  tad  Georgia  BtUitMd. 
Skaboasd  and  Roanoxs  Railroad. 


Hfles. 
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Portsmouth. 

20.  Qaat  on  19  Ter.  and  19  0.  Pliocene. 
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Suffolk. 

20.  Qnat.  on  19  b.  Miocene. 
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Oarrsville. 
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Franklin. 
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Nottoway. 
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NewBom^s. 
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Boykin*8. 
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MargaretSTille. 
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Seaboard. 
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78 

Gary's. 

ii 

80 

Weldon. 

Outcrop  of  Gneiss. 

over-ride  the  Umbral  18  b.,  which,  "with  the  Vespertine  18  a.  of  the  Poor  Val- 
ley Mountain,  form  a  belt  on  the  northweat  aide  of  the  valley.  Both  deposits 
are  moat  probahly  referable  to  the  Subcarboniferous  period.  The  fault  hero 
apoken  of  extends,  with  some  local  changes  of  character  and  direction,  in  a 
west^byHsouthwest  course,  from  a  point  in  Gilea  county  to  the  Tennesaee  lino, 
a  distance  of  125  miles,  and  is  prolonged  many  miles  into  Tennessee. 

William  B.  KoeEm. 


8.  So  few  details  have  been  published  on  the  geology  of  Viiginia,  that  no 
»ter  in  this  volume  will  be  more  welcome  to  geologists  than  thiB,^which 


28. 

chapter  ii- .    „       o  4, 

has  Deen  wholly  and  very  careAilIy  prepared  by  Pro&ssor  William  B.  Bogen, 
late  State  Geologist  of  Virginia.  J.  M. 
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Washikoton  akd  Ohio  Bailboad. 
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(Same  as  before.) 
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Mesozoic,  17-16.  Jurasso-Triassic. 
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"                   W.  mar.  Cong. 
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AKTESIAN    BORINGS 

▲T 

FOETEESS    MONEOE. 

1882. 


Infusobial  Deposit  of  Vieginia  m  the  Fort  Monroe 
Artesian  Well. 


Fxox  Thb  YiBonaAs,  Ootobkb,  18S3. 

In  1867  Gen.  A.  A.  HTimphreys,  then  Chief  of  the  U.  S.  Engi- 
neers, wrote  me,  asking  respecting  the  prohable  or  conjectural  verti- 
cal position  of  water-bearing  strata  at  Fort  Monroe;  and  again 
wrote  in  July,  1869,  when  this  well,  begun  in  1864,  had  reached  a 
depth  of  about  600  feet,  and  sent  me  portions  of  the  borings  and 
the  contained  fossils  from  different  depths.  In  8ept6mber  of  1869, 
Gen.  Humphreys,  in  response  to  my  request,  again  sent  an  account 
of  the  fnrtner  progress  in  boring  tlie  weU  to  a  depth  907  feet,  and 
also  samples  of  the  borings  down  to  that  depth.  Tiiat  letter  stated 
that  at  a  depth  of  599  feet  very  saline  water  flowed  from  the  mouth 
of  the  weU  for  several  days. 

The  materials  of  this  section  of  907  feet,  nearly  ail  of  it  below 
the  level  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  were  studied  by  me  with  great  care  as 
probably  revealing  the  concealed  geological  structure  of  The  Penin- 
sula. In  these  were  found  a  number  of  shark's  teeth  identical  with 
those  discovered  by  me  long  since  in  the  section  in  Ambler's  Hill^ 
Richmond. 

In  the  Eocene  and  above  it,  at  a  depth  of  abont  558  feet  in  this 
well,  a  stratum  of  Infusorial  Earth  was  reached,  which,  on  critical 
examination  by  the  able  mioroscopist,  Samuel  Wells,  Esq.,  yielded 
abundance  of  Diatoms,  nearly  all  identical  with  those  of  the  Rich- 
mond beds. 

I  have  tlience  obtained  what  I  think  is  proof  of  the  presence  of 
Cretaceous  between  this  Eocene  and  what  has  the  appearance  of 
Jurasso-Cretaoeous  of  the  lower  part  of  the  borings,  and  the  evi- 
dence of  the  great  extension  seaward  of  that  deposit,  and  also  the 
means  of  estimating  the  thickness  of  the  Tertiary  formation  as  far 
east  as  the  mouth  of  James  River.* 

Artesian  Borings  at  Fortress  Monroe^  Va.,  beginning  at  161  ft. 
below  the  level  of  the  Parade. — Materials  examined  and  notes  made 
by  me  on  their  fossils,  &c.,  in  1876. 

*  See  Maofarlane's  Geological  Railway  Guide,  page  182,  note  18.  In  addi-* 
tion  to  the  intrinsio  value  of  this  contribution  to  our  knowledge  of  the  ezlent 
of  the  Tertiary  formation  in  Viiginia  by  Prof.  Boj^rs,  it  has  a  special  interest, 
not  only  as  the  last  published  ffoologioal  inveetigation  made  by  him,  but  as 
being  in  the  samejiela  in  which  be  began  his  labors  half  a  century  before. — £d. 
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151'.    Fine  yellowish  gray  sand,  with  fragments  of  shells. 
168'.    Bnff  argillaceoas  marl. 
160'.    Fragments  of  Turritella  and  Peotens  in  gray  marl  mostly. 

Comminuted  shells. 
164'  6".  Fragments  of  Turritella  and  Pectens  in  gray  marl  mostly. 

Comminuted  shells. 
166'  10".    More  sandy  than  last.    Fragments  of  Area. 
168'  10".        Ditto,— with  Balanid®,  &c. 
170'  10".    Gray  sand  with  Area,  &o. 
192'.    Greenish  gray.    Sandy.    Turritella. 
194'.    Lighter  gray.    Sandy.    Turritella. 
197'.    More  clayey  than  194'. 
202'.        Ditto.— Fragments  of  Venus,  &c. 
204'.        Ditto,  ditto. 

208'.        Ditto,  ditto. — With  Perna,  Venus,  &o. 

890'.    Tenaceous  gray  clay,  with  slielly  matter. 
400'.    Gray  sandy  clay,  Artemce,  Venus,  &c. 
430'.    Yellowish  sandy  clay. 
555'.    (1).    Light  clay,  gray  brown  in  color.    Minute  shells  since 

found  to  be  Foraminif era. 
558'.    (2).  Infusorial  earth  containing: 

Fragments  of  Pinnularia,  peregrina? 
Gallionella  sulcata. 
Ooscinodiscus  apiculatus,  abundant 
Coscinodiscus  gigas. 
Triceratium. 
Dictyocha  crux. 
Actinoptychus  biternarins. 
^^avioula. 

Actinocyclus  bioctonanus. 

— Besides  those  in  the  list  (published  elsewhere) 
kindly  made  by  Samuel  Wells,  Esq.,  from  some  of 
the  borings  sent  him  by  me. 
570'.    Miocene  down  to  about  this  depth. 
574'.    (2).  Cetacean  bone. 

577'.  (3).  Concretions  of  sand,  marl  and  shells,  composed  of  coarse 
sand,  little  pieces  of  milky  and  smoky  and  sometimes  rose 
quartz,  often  sub-angular. 

Between  577'  and  583'  is  probaUy  the  base  of  the  Mio- 
cene.   Between  580'  and  590'  shark^s  teeth,  Galeocerda  lat- 
eralis. 
583'.     (4).  Sandy  clay,  brownish. 

690'.     (5).  Very  sandy  clay ;  about  6  per  cent  ooarse  sand.    Speci- 
mens of  shark's  teeth. 
604'.    Brownish  gray  sandy  clay. 
628'.  Ditto.  (Less  sand.) 

640'.    Greenish  gray,  sandy. 
670'.    Lightest  gray  clay. 

699'.  Brownish  gray  sandy  clay;  less  sand  than  604';  same  indeed 
as  628'. 
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784'.  Brownish  gray  sandy  clay, — same  as  604'. 

815'.  Gray  sandy  day. 

836'.  Very  coarse  sand. 

853'.  Conglomerate  of  clay,  sand  and  pebbles. 

863'.  Rather  fine  clay  with  a  little  sand. 
865'.  Ditto,  ditto. 

870'.  Coarse  sandy  clay,  brownish  or  reddish  blotches. 

877'.  Clay  embedding  fragments  of  granite. 

885'.  Gray  clay  with  occasional  fragments  of  coarse  sand. 
890'.  Ditto,  ditto. 

900'.  Clay  and  sand  in  layers  with  some  coarse  pebbles  and  red- 
dish blotches. 

901'.  Eeddish  mottled  clay  with  quartz  pebbles. 
902'.  Ditto, — with  coarse  sand. 

903'.  Ditto,  ditto. 

907'.  Total  depth  of  boring  below  parade  ground. 

The  Fossils. 

In  1875,  the  organic  remains  of  the  borings  were  submitted  by 
me  to  Samuel  Wells,  Esq.,  and  in  July  of  that  year  I  received  the 
following  reply  :  **  In  comparing  this  materinl  with  the  Richmond 
deposit,  of  which  I  have  several  slides  from  Shockoe  Hill  and  Am- 
bler^s  IIUl,  and  for  which  purpose  I  have  examined  Ehrenberg's 
Atlas,  I  find  it  deficient  In  the  Melosira  (sulcata  principally),  and  in 
the  many-rayed  Actinocyclus,  both  of  which  are  common  in  Rich- 
mond. It  is  also  wanting  in  the  Heliopelta  and  Craspedodiscus  which 
abound  in  the  Nottingham  and  (so-called)  Bermuda  deposits.  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  identical  with  either.  I  cannot  learn  that  these 
deposits  have  been  examined  with  reference  to  a  comparison  of  dif- 
ferent locations  and  depths,  and  it  would  be  interesting  if  the  whole 
of  the  Richmond  and  the  Maryland  deposits  could  be  so  compared.'* 

In  October,  1876,  Mr.  Wells  wrote : 

*^  I  enclose  a  revised  list  of  Diatoms  found  and  identified  in  the 
Fortress  Monroe  material,  40  in  all,  of  which  29  have  been  pre- 
viously found  in  the  Richmond  deposit,  leaving  only  11  not  so  re- 
corded, thus  establishing  the  sabstantial  identity  of  this  matenal 
with  that  underlying  Richmond.** 

Revised  list  of  Diatoms  from  borings  from  artesian  well  at  For- 
tress Monroe.— By  Samuel  Wells,  Esq.,  Oct.  81,  1876. 

Actinocyclus  monllifonnis.    Va.  Bictyocha  triacantha. 

Ralffiii.    Vo.  istaurodon.    Va. 

ActinoptyohuB  undulatus.    Va.  PonticuluA. 

Asterouunpro  Grevillii,  fragni.  Bpeoulum.    Va. 

Coscinodiacus  apiculatus.     Va.  Euodia  Barbadenais. 

disciger.    Va.  Eupodiscus  Argus,  ftvgm. 

Goncavui«.    Va.  Goniothecium  bdontella.    Va. 

excavatus.  Melosira  sulcata.    Va. 

hoteroporos.  Odontodiscus  Uranus.    Va. 

gemmtfer?  Podosira  maculata. 
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PyxidioulA  cniciata.    Va. 

ActiDocyclos.    Va. 
StephanopyjoB  apionlata. 

Diadems.    Va. 
Syiiedn  Ulna.    Va. 
8v8tephaiua  Corona.    Va. 
Trioeratium  Marylandicum.    Va. 
acntum. 
amblyoceros.    Va. 


CoBcinodiscus  lineatus.    Va. 

minor.    Va. 

manrinatns.    Va. 

omphalanthufi.    Va. 

penoratus.    Va. 

radiatuB.    Va. 

mdiolatUB.    Va. 

Btriatus.    Va. 

velatiis.    Va. 
CnLspedodiscuB  CoscinodiBOUB.    Va.     XonthiopyziB  oblonga.    Va. 

The  following  is  from  Prof.  Rogers'  reply  to  the  above : 

**  117  Mablbobouoh  Stbest,  Boston,  November  18,  1876. 

"  Deab  Mb.  Wells  :  I  thank  yon  for  the  trouble  yon  have  taken 
in  sending  me  the  list  with  explanations,  and  while  I  am  gratified 
to  find  that  your  examination  confirms  my  early  impression  of  the 
substantial  identity  of  this  deposit  with  that  underlying  Richmond, 
I  am  sure  that  yon  have  earned  the  thanks  of  all  who  are  interested 
in  our  Tertiary  Geology  for  the  skill  and  care  with  which  you  have 
studied  the  forms  of  this  new  and  peculiar  locality." 


Glossaby  of  Geological  and  other  Sciektifio  Teemb.* 


Fbom  Ltkll^s  Peinciplbb  or  Qcologt. 

Alluvium. — Earth,  sand,  gravel,  stones,  and  other  transported  mat- 
ter which  has  been  washed  away  and  thrown  down  bj  rivers, 
floods,  or  other  causes,  npon  land  not  permanentlff  snbmerged 
beneath  the  waters  of  lakes  or  seas. 

Amtfrphous. — Bodies  devoid  of  regular  form. 

Amygdaloid, — ^One  of  the  forms  of  the  Trap-rocks,  in  which  agates 
and  simple  minerals  appear  to  be  scattered  like  almonds  in  a 
cake. 

Analcime, — A  simple  mineral  of  the  Zeolite  family,  also  called  Gn- 
bizite,  of  frequent  occnrrence  in  the  Trap-rocks. 

AntUlincU  Axh. — If  a  range  of  hills,  or  a  valley,  be  composed  of 
strata,  which  on  the  .two  sides  dip  in  opposite  directions,  the 
imaginary  line  that  lies  between  them,  towards  which  the  strata 
on  each  side  rise,  is  called  the  anticlinal  axis.  In  a  row  of 
hoases  with  steep  roofs  fadng  the  south,  the  slates  represent 
inclined  strata  dipping  north  and  south,  and  the  ridge  is  an  east 
and  west  anticlinal  axis. 

Arenaceous. — Bandy. 

Argillaeeom. — Clayey,  composed  of  clay. 

Arragonite. — A  simple  mineral,  a  variety  of  carbonate  of  lime,  so 
called  from  having  been  first  found  in  Arragon,  in  Spain. 

Augite, — A  simple  mineral  of  a  dark  green  or  black  colour,  which 
forms  a  constituent  part  of  many  varieties  of  volcanic  rocks. 

Ba$alt — One  of  the  most  common  varieties  of  the  Trap-rocks.  It 
is  a  dark  green  or  black  stone,  composed  of  augite  and  felspar, 
very  compact  in  texture,  and  of  considerable  hardness,  often 
found  in  regular  pillars  of  three  or  more  sides,  called  basaltic 
columns.  Remarkable  examples  of  this  kind  are  seen  at  the 
Giant^s  Oanseway,  in  Ireland,  and  at  Pingal's  Cave,  in  Staffa, 
one  of  the  Hebrides.  The  term  is  used  by  Pliny,  and  is  said  to 
come  from  hoialy  an  i£thiopian  word  signifying  iron.  The  rock 
often  contains  much  iron. 

**-awm"  of  Paris,  '"Bonn"  of  London.— Doposites  lying  in  a  hol- 

*  Appended  to  Virginia  Geological  Survey  Report  for  1840. 
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low  or  troagh,  formed  of  older  rocks,  sometimes  used  in  geol- 
og J  almost  synonymoasljr  with  *^  formations,"  to  express  the 
deposites  lying  in  a  certain  cavity  or  depression  in  older  rocks. 

BeUmnite. — An  extinct  genos  of  the  order  of  moUuscons  animals 
called  Cephalopoda,  having  a  long,  straight  and  chamhered  coni- 
cal shell. 

Bitumen. — Mineral  pitch,  of  which  the  tar-like  snhstance  which  is 
often  seen  to  ooze  out  of  the  Newcastle  coal  when  on  the  fire, 
and  which  makes  it  cake,  is  a  good  example. 

BUuminou*  Shale, — ^An  argillaceous  shale,  much  impregnated  with 
bitumen,  which  is  very  common  in  the  coal  measures. 

Blende. — A  metallic  ore,  a  compound  of  the  metal  zinc  with  sul- 
phur. It  is  often  found  in  hrown  sliininsr  crystals,  hence  its 
name  among  the  German  miners,  from  the  word  blendeHy  to 
dazzle. 

Botryoidal, — Resemhling  a  bunch  of  grapes. 

Bowlden, — A  provincial  term  for  large  rounded  blocks  of  stone 
lying  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  or  sometimes  imbedded 
in  loose  soil,  difterent  in  composition  from  the  rocks  in  their 
vicinity,  and  which  have  been  therefore  transported  from  a  dia* 
tance. 

Breccia, — A  rock  composed  of  angular  fragments  connected  together 
by  lime  or  other  mineral  substance.    An  Italian  term. 

CdU  Sinter. — A  German  name  for  the  depoBites  from  springs  hold- 
ing carbonate  of  lime  in  solution — ^p^trifying  springs. 

Caleareotu  Rock, — ^Limestone. 

Caleareatu  Spar. — Crystallized  carbonate  of  lime. 

CaUedany, — A  siliceous  simple  mineral,  nncryatallized.  Agates  are 
partly  composed  of  calcedony. 

Carbon, — An  nndecomposed  inflammable  sabstanoe,  one  of  the  sim- 
ple elementary  bodies.  Charcoal  is  almost  entirely  composed 
of  it. 

Carbonate  of  Lime, — ^Ldme  combines  with  great  avidity  with  car- 
bonic acid,  a  gaseons  acid  only  obtained  fluid  when  united  with 
water, — and  all  combinations  of  it  with  other  substances  are 
called  Carbonatee,  AU  limestones  are  carbonates  of  lime,  and 
quick  lime  is  obtained  by  driving  off  the  carbonic  acid  by  heat. 

Carbonic  Acid  Oa$, — A  natural  gas  which  often  issues  from  the 
ground,  especially  in  volcanic  countries. 

Carboni/erous. — A  term  nsnally  applied,  in  a  technical  sense,  to  an 
ancient  group  of  secondary  strata,  but  any  bed  containing  coal 
may  be  said  to  be  carboniferous. 

Cephalopoda, — A  class  of  molluscous  animaLs  having  their  organs  of 
motion  arranged  round  their  head. 

Cetacea. — An  order  of  vertebrated  mammiferous  animals  inhabiting 
tlie  sea.    The  whale,  dolphin,  and  narwal,  are  examples. 

Chalk. — A  white  earthy  limestone,  the  uppermost  of  the  secondary 
series  of  strata. 

Chert. — A  siliceous  mineral,  nearly  allied  to  calcedony  and  flint,  but 
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leas  homogeneotiB  and  simple  in  texture.  A  gradual  passage 
from  chert  to  limestone  is  not  nnoommon. 

Chloritic  Sand. — Sand  coloared  green  by  an  admixtare  of  the  simple 
mineral  chlorite. 

ClinksUme,  called  also  Ph<molUe^  a  felspathio  rock  of  the  Trap  fam- 
ily, nsnallj  fissile.  It  is  sonorous  when  struck  with  a  hammer, 
whence  its  name. 

Coal  Formation. — This  term  is  generally  understood  to  mean  the 
same  as  the  Goal  Measures.  There  are,  however,  ^*  coal  forma- 
tions "  in  all  the  geological  periods,  wherever  any  of  the  varie- 
ties of  coal  form  a  principal  constituent  part  of  a  group  of  strata. 

CovfonnahU, — When  the  planes  of  one  set  of  strata  are  generally 
parallel  to  those  of  another  set  which  are  in  contact,  they  are 
said  to  be  conformable. 

Conglomerate  or  Fvddingstone.  ^B,onn6ed  water- worn  fragments  of 
rock  or  pebbles,  cemented  together  by  another  mineral  sub- 
stance, which  may  be  of  a  siliceous,  calcareous,  or  argpllaceous 
nature. 

Conifera. — An  order  of  plants  which,  like  the  fir  and  pine,  bear 
cones  or  tops,  in  which  the  seeds  are  contained. 

Crag. — A  provincial  name  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  for  a  deposite, 
usually  of  gravel,  belonging  to  the  Older  Pliocene  period. 

Cretaceous. — Belonging  to  chalk. 

Crop  Out. — A  miner's  or  mineral  surveyor's  term  to  express  the 
rising  up  or  exposure  at  the  surface  of  a  stratum  or  series  of 
strata. 

Cruetaeea. — Animals  having  a  shelly  coating  or  crust,  which  they 
cast  periodically.    Grabs,  shrimps  and  lobsters  are  examples. 

Cryptogamic. — A  name  applied  to  a  class  of  plants,  such  as  ferns, 
mosses,  sea-weeds,  and  fungi,  in  which  the  fructification  or 
organs  of  reproduction  are  concealed. 

Crystalline. — The  internal  texture  which  regular  crystals  exhibit 
when  broken,  or  a  confused  assemblage  of  ill-defined  crystals. 
Loaf  sugar  and  statuary  marble  have  a  crystalline  texture. 
Sugar  candy  and  calcareous  spar  are  crystallized. 

Debacle. — ^A  great  rush  of  waters,  which,  breaking  down  all  oppos- 
ing barriers,  carries  forward  the  broken  fragments  of  rocks, 
and  spreads  them  in  its  course. 

Delta. — When  a  great  river,  before  it  enters  the  sea,  divides  in- 
to separate  streams,  they  often  diverge  and  form  two  sides  of 
a  triangle,  the  sea  being  the  base.  The  land  included  by  the 
three  lines,  and  which  is  invariably  alluvial,  was  first  called,  in 
the  case  of  the  Nile,  a  delta,  from  its  resemblance  to  the  letter 
of  the  Greek  alphabet  which  goes  by  that  name.  Geologists 
apply  the  term  to  alluvial  land  formed  by  a  river  at  its  mouth, 
without  reference  to  its  precise  shape. 

Denudation. — The  carrying  away  by  the  action  of  running  water  of 
a  portion  of  the  solid  materials  of  the  land,  by  which  inferior 
ro«ks  are  laid  bare. 
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Dyke», — Wlien  a  mass  of  the  unstratified  or  igneous  rooks,  snch  as 
Granite,  Trap,  and  Lava,  appears  as  if  injected  into  a  great  rent 
in  the  stratified  rocks,  cutting  across  the  strata,  it  forms  a  dyke ; 
and  as  they  are  sometimes  seen  ranning  along  the  groand,  and 
projecting,  like  a  wall,  from  the  softer  strata  on  both  sides  of 
them  having  wasted  away,  they  are  called  in  the  north  of  Eng- 
land and  in  Scotland  dyhe9^  the  provincial  name  for  wall.  It  is 
not  easy  to  draw  the  line  between  dykes  and  veins.  The  former 
are  generally  of  larger  dimensions,  and  have  their  sides  parallel 
for  considerable  distances;  while  veins  have  generally  many 
ramifications,  and  these  often  thin  awaj  into  slender  threads. 

Dilttvuim, — ^Those  aconmnlations  of  gravel  and  loose  materials 
which,  by  some  geologists,  are  said  to  have  been  produced  by 
the  action  of  a  dUnvian  wave  or  deloge  sweeping  over  the  snr- 
faoe  of  the  earth. 

Dip, — When  a  stratum  does  not  lie  horizontally,  but  is  inclined,  the 
point  of  the  compass  towards  which  it  unks  is  called  the  dip  of 
the  stratum,  and  the  angle  it  makes  with  the  horizon  is  called 
the  angle  or  dip  of  inclination. 

Dolerite, — One  of  the  varieties  of  the  Trap  rocks,  composed  of  An- 
gite  and  Felspar. 

Dolomite, — ^A  crystalline  limestone,  containing  magnesia  as  a  con- 
stituent part.     Named  after  the  French  geologist  Dolomieu. 

Dune$» — Low  hills  of  blown  sand  that  skirt  the  shores  of  Holland, 
England,  Spain,  and  other  countries. 

Eocene, — The  great  Tertiary  era  is  divided  into  four  periods,  the 
first  of  whioh  is  called  Eocene^  indicating  that  in  the  beds  of  this 
division,  we  see  the  first  traces  or  dau>n  of  the  present  order  of 
things.  The  olass  of  fossils  most  serviceable  in  determining  the 
relations  of  the  existing  to  the  extinct  species,  are  ehelU^  and  it 
is  between  these,  more  particnlarlj,  that  the  comparison  has 
been  made.  Oat  of  about  1,200  shells  discovered  in  Europe 
in  this  lower  division  of  the  Tertiary  rooks,  88  only  are 
identical  with  species  known  to  be  living.  This  small  propor- 
tion (about  8  per  cent.)  varies  a  little,  of  course,  with  the  de- 
posites  of  different  regions ;  and  the  depositee  of  this  formation, 
like  those  of  any  other,  are  characterized  less  by  the  precise  pro- 
portion of  their  extinct  fossils,  than  bj  possessing  a  number  of 
shells  peculiar  to  the  particular  era,  and  found  in  no  otlier  Ter- 
tiary groups. 

Estuaries, — Inlets  of  the  land,  whioh  are  entered  both  by  rivers  and 
the  tides  of  the  sea.  Thus  we  have  the  Estuaries  of  the  Thames, 
Severn,  Tay,  &o, 

Faulty  in  the  language  of  miners,  is  the  sudden  interruption  of  the 
continuity  of  strata  in  the  same  plane,  accompanied  by  a  crack 
or  fissure  varying  in  width  from  a  mere  line  to  several  feet, 
which  is  generally  filled  with  broken  stone,  clay,  &c. 

Felspar, — A  simple  mineral,  which,  next  to  Quartz,  constitutes  the 
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chief  material  of  rooks.    The  white  angular  portions  in  Granite 

are  Felspar. 
Ferruginovs. — Any  thing  containing  iron. 
Formation. — ^A  group,  whether  of  allavial  deposites,  sedimentary 

strata,  or  igneous  rocks,  referred  to  a  common  origin  or  period. 
FottU. — All  minerals  used  to  he  called  fossils,  but  geologists  now  use 

the  word  only  to  express  the  remains  of  animali  and  plants 

found  buried  in  the  earth. 

Oc^sna. — A  metallic  ore,  a  compound  of  lead  and  sulphur.  It  has 
often  the  appearance  of  highly  polished  lead. 

Oamet, — ^A  simple  mioeral,  generally  of  a  deep  red  colour,  crystal* 
lized ;  most  commonly  met  with  in  Mica  shite,  but  also  ui  granite 
and  other  igneous  rocks. 

Gault — A  provincial  name  in  the  east  of  England  for  a  series  of 
beds  of  clay  and  marl,  the  geological  position  of  which  is  be- 
tween the  upper  and  lower  greensand. 

Onem. — A  stratitied  primary  rock,  composed  of  the  same  materials 
as  Granite,  but  having  usually  a  larger  proportion  of  Mica,  and 
a  laminated  texture.    The  word  is  a  German  miner's  term. 

Granite, — ^An  unstratified  or  igneous  rock,  generally  found  inferior 
to  or  associated  with  the  oldest  of  the  stratified  rocks,  and 
sometimes  penetrating  them  in  the  form  of  dykes  and  veins. 
It  is  usually  composed  of  three  simple  minerals.  Felspar,  Quartz, 
and  Mica,  and  derives  its  name  from  having  a  coarse  granular 
structure. 

Oraywaeke, — Granwaelse^  a  German  name,  generally  adopted  by 
geolo^sts  for  the  lowest  members  of  the  secondary  strata.  The 
rock  18  very  often  of  a  gray  colour,  hence  the  name  grauy  being 
German  for  gray,  and  waehe  being  a  provincial  miner's  term. 

Oreensand, — Beds  of  sand,  sandstone,  limestone,  belonging  to  the 
Oretaceous  period.  The  name  is  given  to  these  beds  because 
they  often,  bat  not  always,  contain  an  abundance  of  green  earth 
or  chlorite  scattered  through  the  substance  of  the  sandstone, 
limestone,  &c. 

Greenstone, — A  variety  of  Trap,  composed  of  Hornblende  and  Fel- 
spar. 

Grit, — A  provincial  name  for  a  coarse  grained  sandstone. 

Gypsum. — A  mineral  composed  of  lime  and  sulphuric  acid,  hence 
called  also  sulphate  of  lime.  Plaster  and  stucco  are  obtained 
by  exposing  gypsnm  to  a  strong  heat.  It  is  found  so  abundantly 
near  Paris,  that  Paris  plaster  is  a  common  term  in  this  country 
for  the  white  powder  of  which  casts  are  made.  The  term  is 
used  by  Pliny  for  a  stone  used  for  the  same  purposes  by  the 
ancients.    The  derivation  is  unknown. 

Hornblende, — A  simple  mineral  of  a  dark  green  or  black  coloar, 
which  enters  largely  into  the  composition  of  several  varieties  of 
the  Trap  rocks. 

Hometone, — A  siliceous  mineral  substance  sometimes  approaching 
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nearly  to  flint,  or  common  Quartz.    It  has  a  conohoidal  fractare, 
and  is  infusible,  wliich  distinguishes  it  from  compact  Felspar. 

Jura  Lims$tone. — ^The  limestones  belonging  to  the  oolitic  group,  con- 
stitute the  chief  part  of  the  mountains  of  the  Jura,  between 
France  and  Switzerland,  and  henoe  the  geologists  of  the  conti- 
nent have  given  the  name  to  the  group. 

LamiruB, — Latin  for  plates;  used  in  geology  for  the  smaller  layers 
of  which  a  stratum  is  frequently  composed. 

Lava, — The  stone  which  flows  in  a  melted  state  from  a  volcano. 

Lias. — A  provincial  name,  adopted  iu  scientific  language,  for  a  par- 
ticular kind  of  limestone,  which,  being  characterized  together 
with  its  associated  beds,  by  peculiar  fossils,  forms  a  particular 
group  of  the  secondary  strata. 

LiffniU. — Wood  converted  into  a  kind  of  coaL 

Lithologieal, — A  term  expressing  the  stony  structure  or  character 
of  a  mineral  mass.  We  speak  of  the  lithologieal  character  of  a 
stratum  as  distinguished  from  its  zoological  character. 

Littoral. — Behmging  to  the  shore. 

Loam. — A  mixture  of  sand  and  clay. 

Madrepore. — A  genus  of  corals,  but  generally  applied  to  all  the  cor- 
als distinguished  by  superficial  star-shaped  cavities.  There  are 
several  fossil  species. 

Mammillary.— \  surface  which  is  studded  over  with  rounded  pro- 
jections. 

Mammoth. — An  extinct  species  of  the  elephant,  of  which  the  fossil 
bones  are  frequently  met  with  in  various  countries.  The  name 
is  of  Tartar  origin,  and  is  used  in  Siberia  for  animals  that  bur- 
row under  ground. 

Ma/rL — A  mixture  of  clay  and  lime;  usually  soft,  but  sometimes 
hard,  in  which  case  it  is  called  indurated  marl. 

Maetodon. — A  genus  of  fossil  extinct  quadrupeds  allied  to  the  ele- 
phant. So  called  from  the  form  of  the  hind  teeth  or  grinders, 
which  have  their  surface  covered  with  conical  mammillary 
crests. 

Matrix. — If  a  simple  minora!  or  shell,  in  place  of  being  detached,  be 
still  fixed  in  a  portion  of  rock,  it  is  said  to  be  in  its  matrix. 
Matrix^  womb. 

Mechanical  Origin^  Rocks  of. — Rocks  composed  of  sand,  pebbles,  or 
fragments,  are  so  called,  to  distinguish  them  from  those  of  a 
uniform  crystalline  texture,  which  are  of  chemical  origin. 

Mica. — A  simple  mineral,  having  a  shining  silvery  surface,  and  ca- 
pable of  being  split  into  very  thin  elastic  leaves  or  scales.  It 
is  often  called  tale  in  common  life,  but  mineralogists  apply  the 
term  talc  to  a  different  iniueral.  The  brilliant  s.  ales  in  granite 
are  mica. 

Mica-Slate^  Mica- Schist^  MieaceoiiB  Schistva. — One  of  the  lowest  of 
the  stratified  rocks,  belonging  to  the  hypogenc  or  primarv 
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class,  which  is  characterized  by  being  composed  of  a  ktrge  pro- 
portion of  mica,  united  with  quartz. 

Miocene. — This  is  the  period  next  succeeding  the  eocene,  and  em- 
braces a  larger  share  of  recent  or  living  species  among  the  or- 
ganic remains.  Out  of  1,021  shells  in  Europe,  176  only  belong 
to  animals  now  living,  making  the  proportion  of  the  recent 
species  abont  18  per  cent. 

Molhuea^  Molluscous  Animals. — Animals,  such  as  shell-fish,  which, 
being  devoid  of  bones,  have  soft  bodies. 

Mountain  Limeetone, — ^A  series  of  limestone  strata,  of  which  the 
geological  position  is  immediately  below  the  coal-measures,  and 
with  which  they  also  sometimes  alternate. 

Muriate  of  8oda.^T\iQ  scientific  name  for  common  culinary  salt, 
because  it  is  composed  of  muriatic  acid  and  the  alkali  soda. 

New  Red  Sandstone. — A  series  of  sandy,  argillaceons,  and  often  cal- 
careous strata,  the  predominant  colour  of  which  is  brick-red, 
but  containing  portions  which  are  of  a  greenish  grey.  These 
occur  often  in  spots  and  stripes,  so  that  the  series  has  some- 
times been  called  the  variegated  sandstone.  The  European 
formation  so  called  lies  in  a  geological  position  immediately 
above  the  coal  measures. 

Kodule, — A  ronuded  irregular  shaped  lump  or  mass. 

Old  Red  Sandstone, — A  stratified  rock  belonging  to  the  Carbonif- 
erous group  (of  Europe). 

Oolite^  Oolitic. — A  limestoue,  so  named  because  it  is  composed  of 
rounded  particles,  like  the  roe  or  eggs  of  a  fish.  The  name  is 
also  applied  to  a  large  group  of  strata,  characterized  by  pecul- 
iar fossils,  because  limestone  of  this  kind  occurs  in  this  group 
ill  England,  France,  &c. 

Organic  Remains. — The  remains  of  animals  and  plants  {organized 
bodies)  found  in  a  fossil  state. 

Orthoeerata,  or  Orthocerm. — An  extinct  genus  of  the  order  of  Mol- 
luscous anima1i>,  called  Cephalopoda,  that  inhabited  a  long 
chambered  conical  shell,  like  a  straight  horn. 

Outliers. — When  a  portion  of  a  stratum  occurs  at  some  distance, 
detaclied  from  the  general  mass  of  the  formation  to  which  it 
belongs,  some  practical  mineral  surveyors  call  it  an  outlier^ 
and  the  term  is  adopted  in  geological  language. 

Oxide. — ^The  combination  of  a  metal  with  oxygen ;  rnst  is  oxide  of 
iron. 

Oxygen. — One  of  the  constituent  parts  of  the  air  of  the  atmosphere ; 
that  part  which  supports  life.  For  a  further  explanation  of  the 
word,  consult  elementary  works  on  chemistry. 

Pelagian^  Pelagic. — Belonging  to  the  deep  sea. 

Petroleum. — A  liquid  mineral  pitch,  so  called  because  it  is  seen  to 

ooze  like  oil  out  of  the  rock. 
Pisolite. — A  stone  possessing  a  structure  like  on  agglutination  of  peas. 
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Fit  Coal. — Ordinary  coal;  oaHed  bo  beoanBe  it  is  obtained  by  sink- 
ing pits  in  the  groond. 

Pitch  Stone, — A  rock  of  a  nniform  textnre,  belonging  to  the  an- 
stratified  and  volcanic  classes,  which  has  an  nnctuons  appear- 
ance like  indnrated  pitch. 

Pliocene. — This  is  foonded  upon  the  existence,  in  the  beds  which  it 
embraces,  of  a  greater  namber  of  recent  than  extinct  species. 
The  pliocene  rocks  are  refen*ed  to  two  periods,  the  Older  Plio- 
ocene  and  Newer  Pliocene.  In  the  newer  pliocene,  the  nam- 
ber of  extinct  species  is  extremely  smalL 

Plutonic  Roche, — Granite,  porphyry,  and  other  igneous  rooks,  sop- 
posed  to  have  consolidated  from  a  melted  state  at  a  great  depth 
from  the  surface. 

Porphyry, — An  unstratified  or  igneous  rock.  The  term  is  as  old  as 
the  time  of  Pliny,  and  was  applied  to  a  red  rock  with  small 
angular  white  bodies  diffused  through  it,  which  are  crystallized 
felspar,  broagfat  from  Egypt  The  term  is  henoe  applied  to 
every  species  of  unstratified  rock  in  which  detached  crystals  of 
felspar  are  diffused  through  a  base  of  other  mineral  composition. 

Precipitate, — Substances  which  having  been  dissolved  in  a  fluid, 
are  separated  from  it  by  combining  chemically  and  forming  a 
*  solid  which  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the  fluid.  This  process  is 
the  opposite  to  that  of  chemical  solution. 

Produeta, — An  extinct  genus  of  fossil  bivalve  shells,  occurring  only 
in  the  older  secondary  rocks.  It  is  closely  allied  to  the  living 
genus  Terebratula. 

Pyrites.  (Iron.) — A  compound  of  sulphur  and  iron,  found  usually 
in  yellow  shining  crystals  like  brass,  and  in  almost  every  rock 
stratified  and  uustratified.  The  shining  metallic  bodies,  so 
often  seen  in  common  roofing  slate,  are  a  familiar  example  of 
the  mineral. 

Qtuirte,—A.  German  provincial  term,  universally  adopted  in  scien- 
tific language,  for  a  simple  mineral  composed  of  pure  eilex,  or 
earth  of  fiints :  rock-crystal  is  an  example. 

Sandstone, — Any  stone  which  is  composed  of  an  agglutination  of 
grains  of  sand,  whether  caloareous,  siliceous,  or  of  any  other 
mineral  nature. 

Saurian, — ^Any  animal  belonging  to  the  lizard  tril)e. 

Schist, — Synonymous  with  slate. 

Seams, — Thin  layers  which  separate  two  strata  of  greater  magnitude. 

Secondary  Strata, — An  extensive  series  of  the  stratified  rocks  which 
compose  the  crust  of  the  globe,  with  certaiu  characters  in  com- 
mon, which  distinguish  them  from  another  series  below  them, 
called  primary^  and  from  a  third  series  above  them  called  fer- 
tiary. 

Sedimentary  Rocks,  are  those  which  have  been  formed  by  their  ma- 
terials hAving  been  thrown  down  from  a. state  of  suspension  or 
solution  in  water. 
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Selenite, — Crystallized  gypsam,  or  solphate  of  limo—a  simple  min- 
eral. 

Serpentine. — A  rock  nsBally  oontaining  maoh  magnesian  earth,  for 
the  most  part  nnstratitied,  bat  sometimes  appearing  to  be  an 
altered  or  metamorphic  stratified  rock.  Its  name  is  derived 
from  frequently  presenting  contrasts  of  colour,  like  the  skin  of 
some  serpents. 

Shale. — A  provincial  term,  adopted  by  geologists  to  express  an  in- 
durated slaty  clay. 

Shell  Marl, — ^A  deposite  of  clay,  peat,  and  other  substances  mixed 
with  shells,  which  collects  at  the  bottom  of  lakes. 

Shingle, — The  loose  and  completely  water-worn  gravel  on  the  sea- 
shore. 

SUex, — The  name  of  one  of  the  pure  earths,  being  the  Latin  word 
for  flinty  which  is  wholly  composed  of  that  earth.  French 
geologists  have  applied  it  as  a  generic  name  for  all  minerals 
composed  entirely  of  that  earth,  of  which  there  are  many  of 
different  external  forms. 

SiUeeoue, — Of  or  belonging  to  the  earth  of  flint.  A  siliceous  rock 
is  one  mainly  composed  of  silex. 

SiU, — The  more  comminuted  sand,  clay,  and  earth,  which  is  trans- 
ported by  running  water.  It  is  often  accumulated  by  currents 
in  banks.  Thus  the  mouth  of  a  river  is  silted  up  when  its  en- 
trance into  the  sea  is  impeded  by  such  accumulation  of  loose 
materials. 

Simple  J/ineraZ.— Individual  mineral  substances,  as  distinguished 
from  the  rocks,  which  last  are  usually  an  aggregation  of  simple 
minerals.  They  are  not  simple  in  regard  to  their  nature,  for, 
when  subjected  to  chemical  analysis,  they  are  found  to  consist 
of  a  variety  of  different  substances.  Pyrites  is  a  simple  mineral 
in  the  sense  we  use  the  tenn,  but  it  is  a  chemical  compound  of 
sulphur  and  iron. 

Stalactite, — When  water  holding  lime  in  solution  deposites  it  as  it 
drops  from  the  roof  of  a  cavern,  long  rods  of  stone  hang  down 
like  icicles,  and  these  are  called  stalactites. 

Stalagmite. — When  water  holding  lime  in  solution  drops  on  the 
floor  of  a  cavern,  the  water  evaporating  leaves  a  crust  com- 
posed of  layers  of  limestone:  such  a  crust  is  called  stalagmite, 

Stilhite. — A  crystallized  simple  mineral,  usually  white,  one  of  the 
Zeolite  family,  frequently  included  in  the  mass  of  the  Trap 
rocks. 

Strata^  Stratum, — When  several  rocks  lie  like  the  leaves  of  a  book, 
one  upon  another,  each  individual  forms  a  stratum ;  strata  is 
the  plural  of  the  word. 

Strike. — ^The  direction  or  line  of  bearing  of  strata,  which  is  always 
at  right  angles  to  their  prevailing  dip. 

Syenite. — A  kind  of  granite,  so  called  because  it  was  brought  from 
Syene  in  Egypt. 

Synclinal  Axis. — When  the  strata  dip  in  opposite  directions  towards  a 
common  central  imaginary  line,  it  is  called  a  synclinal  line  or  axis. 
82 
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Talus. — When  fragments  are  broken  oil  by  the  action  of  the  weather 
from  the  face  of  a  steep  rock,  as  they  accatnalate  at  its  foot, 
they  form  a  sloping  heap,  called  a  talus.  The  term  is  borrowed 
from  the  language  of  fortificatioD,  where  talus  means  the  out- 
side of  a  wall  of  which  the  thickness  is  diminished  by  degrees, 
as  it  rises  in  height,  to  make  it  the  firmer. 

Tertiary  Strata. — A  series  of  sedimentary  rocks,  with  characters 
which  distinguish  them  from  two  other  great  series  of  strata, — 
the  secondary  and  primary,  which  lie  "beneath  them. 

Testa^ea. — Molluscous  animals,  having  a  shelly  covering. 

Thin  out, — When  a  stratum,  in  the  course  of  its  prolongation  in  any 
direction,  becomes  gradually  less  in  thickness,  the  two  surfaces 
approach  nearer  and  nearer ;  and  when  at  last  they  meet,  the 
stratum  is  said  to  thin  out,  or  disappear. 

Trap  and  Trappean  Rocks, — Volcanic  rocks,  composed  of  Felspar, 
Augite,  and  Hornblende. — ^The  various  proportions  and  stat^ 
of  aggregation  of  these  simple  minerals,  and  differences  in  ex- 
ternal forms,  give  rise  to  varieties,  which  have  received  distinct 
appellations,  such  as  Basalt,  Amygdaloid,  Dolorite,  Greenstone, 
and  others.  The  term  is  derived  from  trappa,  a  Swedish  word 
for  stair,  because  the  rocks  of  this  class  often  occur  in  large 
tabular  masses,  rising  one  above  another,  like  the  steps  of  a 
staircase. 

Travertin, — A  concretionary  limestone,  usually  Iiard  and  semi- 
crysralline,  deposited  from  the  water  of  springs  holding  lime  in 
solution. 

Tuff  or  Tufa, — An  Italian  name  for  a  variety  of  volcanic  rock  of  an 
earthy  texture,  seldom  very  compact,  and  composed  of  an  ag- 
glutination of  fragments  of  scoris,  and  loose  matter  ejected 
from  a  volcano. 

Turbinated, — Shells  which  have  a  spiral  or  screw  form  structure. 

Unconformahle. — ^See  Conformable. 

Veins^  Mineral. — Cracks  in  rocks  filled  up  by  substances  different 
from  the  rock,  which  may  either  be  earthy  or  metallic.  YeinB 
are  sometimes  many  yards  wide ;  and  they  ramify  or  branch 
off  into  innumerable  smaller  parts,  often  as  slender  as  threads, 
like  the  veins  in  an  animal,  and  hence  their  name. 

Wacke. — A  rock  nearly  allied  to  Basalt,  of  which  it  may  be  re- 
garded as  a  soft  an  J  earthy  variety. 

2^lite, — A  family  of  simple  minerals,  including  Stilbite,  Mesotype, 
Analcime,  and  some  others,  usually  found  in  the  Trap  or  vol- 
canic rocks.  Some  of  the  most  common  varieties  swell  or  boil 
up  when  exposed  to  the  blow-pipe. 

Zoophytes.^CoTsXs^  sponges,  and  other  aquatic  animals  allied  to  them, 
so  called  because,  while  they  are  the  habitation  of  animals,  they 
are  fixed  to  the  ground,  and  have  the  forms  of  plants. 
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A. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  SURVEY. 

The  following  letter  and  report,  published  in  the  Journal  of  the 
House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia,  Session  of  1888-'4,  relate  to  the 
history  of  the  origin  of  the  Geological  Snrvej  of  the  State  of 
Vir^nia,  the  first  report  on  which,  that  for  1835,  was  presented  to 
the  Legislatnre  Jan.  11th,  1886. 

Letter  p«om  the  Hon.  Peteb  A.  Bbowne,  op  Philadelphia, 

COBRESPONDINa    SeOBBTABT   OP   THE   GeOLOOIOAL   SoOIETT   OF 
pBItNBYLVANLA,   TO  THE  GoYEBNOB  OF  VlBOINLA. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  SOtli,  1833. 
To  his  Excellency  John  Floyd,  Governor  of  Virginia : 

Sib  :  Although  I  have  not  the  honour  of  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  yon,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  making  the  present  appeal  to  your 
patriotism  and  wisdom,  not  doubting  but  that  I  shall  find  in  the 
great  and  growing  interest  of  the  subject  to  the  country  at  large, 
and  particularly  to  that  portion  of  the  Union  over  which  you  pre- 
side with  so  much  dignity  and  discretion,  a  sufficient  apology  for 
occupying  so  much  of  your  valuable  time  as  will  enable  you  to  give 
the  present  commnnicntifm  an  attentive  penisnl. 

I  have  recently  returned  from  a  geological  excursitm  to  Virginia. 
I  entered  the  state  near  the  head  waters  of  the  Potomac,  passed 
thence  to  Winchester,  followed  the  course  of  that  fine  valley  to  the 
Natural  Bridge ;  retracing  my  steps,  I  turned  westwardly  at  Staun- 
ton, crossed  the  mountain  at  Jennings^  Gap,  and  visited  the  justly 
celebrated  medicinal  springs  in  that  region ;  returning,  1  went  from 
Staunton  through  Charlottesville  to  Richmond,  and  down  the  James 
to  its  mouth.  When  this  tour  is  taken  in  connection  with  a  former 
visit  to  Wheeling,  it  will  be  conceded  that  I  have  seen  enough  of 
the  state  to  enable  me  to  form  a  rough  estimate  of  its  geological 
and  mineralogical  importance:    and  I  do  assure  yon  sir,  that  al- 


750 

though  mj  anticipations  were  far  from  being  meagre,  I  was  aston- 
ished at  the  yastness  and  variety  of  interesting  objects  in  that 
department  of  natural  history,  that  were  constantly  developing 
themselves,  inviting  the  mind  of  man  to  reflection,  and  his  hnnds 
to  industry,  and  displaying  at  every  step  the  wisdom  and  beneficence 
of  the  great  Creator. 

I  determined  npon  respectfully  suggesting  to  yonr  excellency 
the  expediency  of  a  topographical,  geological,  mineralogical,  and 
orgetological  survey  of  Virginia.  Should  the  enlightened  represen- 
tatives of  the  freemen  of  yonr  state  concur  in  this  opinion,  it  will 
redound  to  the  honor  of  all  concerned,  by  the  encouragement  it  will 
give  to  the  study  of  the  natural  sciences — by  the  enhancement  in 
the  value  of  lands  in  the  interior,  thereby  enriching  the  state  and  its 
citizens,  and  giving  a  very  proper  check  to  unnatural  migrations  to 
the  extreme  west ;  by  bringing  to  light  and  usefulness  innumerable 
valuable  crude  materials,  thereby  not  only  enlarging  the  field  of 
manufactures  and  the  useful  arts,  but  furnishing  carrying  for  the 
canals  and  roads  already  constructed,  and  assisting  in  new  internal 
improvements  in  locations  of  equal  importance.  That  I  may  not 
appear  to  be  too  enthusiastic,  pardon  me  for  pointing  out  some  of 
the  most  obvious  features  in  the  geology  of  Virginia.  Whether  we 
consider  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  our  species,  or  the  indus- 
try and  prosperity  of  a  state,  there  is  uo  mineral  production  that 
can  outvie  in  importance  with  that  of  eoal.  In  this  country,  where 
we  have  hitherto  always  had  a  superabundance  of  fuel,  owing  to 
the  vast  extent  of  our  natural  forests,  the  importance  of  a  constant 
and  abundant  supply  is  not  felt,  and  we  are  too  apt  to  neglect  properly 
to  appreciate  its  value ;  but  it  is  not  so  elsewhere,  and  a  noment^s 
reflection  will  show  that  it  ought  not  to  be  so  here.  Without  fuel, 
of  what  use  would  be  to  us  the  metallic  ores?  for  instance  iron, 
which  is  now  moulded,  drawn,  and  worked  into  thousands  and  tens 
of  thousands  of  useful  instruments,  from  a  knife  to  the  complicated 
machinery  of  a  steam  engine,  would  forever  remain  an  indissoluble 
and  useless  mass  of  matter  without  the  aid  of  fuel.  Even  the  steam 
engine  itself,  that  colossus  of  modem  machinery,  without  the  assist^ 
ance  of  fire,  would  be  inactive  and  impotent. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Conybeare,  an  eminent  English  geologist,  speak' 
ing  of  the  coal  veins  (or  coal  measures,  as  they  are  ci^ed)  of  his 
country,  thus  expresses  himself: 

*'The  manufacturing  industry  of  this  island,  colossal  as  is  the 
fabric  which  it  has  raised,  rests  principally  on  no  other  base  than 
our  fortunate  position  with  regard  to  the  rocks  of  this  series.  Should 
our  coal  mines  ever  be  exhausted  it  would  melt  away  at  once,  and 
it  need  not  be  said  that  the  effect  produced  upon  private  and  domes- 
tic comfort  would  be  equally  fatal  with  the  diminution  of  public 
wealth :  we  should  lose  many  of  the  advantages  of  our  high  civil- 
ization, and  much  of  our  cultivated  ground  must  be  again  shaded 
with  forests  to  afford  fuel  to  a  remnant  of  our  present  population. 
That  there  is  a  progressive  tendency  to  approach  this  limit  is  cer- 
tain, but  ages  may  yet  pass  before  it  is  felt  very  sensibly,  and  when 
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it  does  approach,  the  increasing  difficulty  and  expense  of  working 
the  mines  of  coal  will  operate  by  successive  and  gradual  checks 
against  its  consummation,  through  a  long  period,  so  that  the  tran- 
sition may  not  be  very  violent;  our  manufacturers  would  first  feel 
the  shock,  the  excess  of  population  supported  by  them  would  cease 
to  be  called  into  existence  as  the  demand  for  their  labor  ceased,  the 
cultivation  of  poor  lauds  would  become  less  profitable,  and  their 
conversion  into  forests  more  so." 

Where  is  the  state  in  this  Union — ^I  might  perhaps  safely  ask, 
where  is  the  country  in  the  world — that  can  surpass  Virginia  in  the 
variety  of  position  and  abundance  of  supply  of  this  valuable  com- 
bustible? She  possesses  not  only  in  common  with  her  sister  states, 
a  liberal  quantity  of  bituminous  coal  in  her  western  and  carbonace- 
ous regions,  where,  according  to  geological  calculations,  bituminous 
coal  might  be  reasonably  expected  to  be  found ;  but  in  the  eastern  di- 
vision of  the  state,  within  a  few  miles  of  the  tide  water  of  a  majestic 
stream  which  empties  its  ample  waters  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  in 
a  geological  position  where  bituminous  coal  never  would  have  been 
sought  after,  becan<(e  bituminons  coal  could  not  there  have  been  ex- 
pected to  have  been  found;  bituminous  coal  of  a  good  quality,  and 
apparently  in  great  abundance,  has  been  found ;  nature  seeming  as 
it  were,  in  this  instance,  to  enable  her  to  favor  an  otherwise  highly 
favored  land,  to  have  defied  all  her  own  rules  and  baffled  the  skill 
of  the  gravest  geologist,  by  depositing  bituminous  coal  upon  the 
naked  and  barren  bosom  of  the  uncarbonaceous  granite  I  I  have 
often  wondered  why  this  anomaly  did  not  strike  the  capacious  and 
highly  gifted  mind  of  Jefferson ;  and  why  he  or  some  other  of  the 
many  reflecting  men  of  Virginia,  was  not  led  by  it  to  inquire  what 
else  there  might  be  in  store  for  the  good  people  of  that  state  ?  By 
neglecting  to  seek  for  them,  we  ungratefully  reject  the  proffered 
kindness  of  our  Creator ;  the  laws  of  inanimate  matter  are,  in  this 
respect,  in  unison  with  those  that  govern  animated  nature.  AVe  are 
furnished  with  the  material  and  means,  but  in  order  to  stimulate  us 
to  useful  and  healthful  indnstry,  we  must  labor  in  their  appropria- 
tion. God  gives  us  the  earth  and  the  seed,  but  we  must  plough  and 
sow,  or  we  can  never  reap;  so  he  has  bountifully  placed  within  our 
reach  innumerable  invaluable  rocks,  minerals  and  combustibles, 
but  to  eivjoy  them,  we  must  delve  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and 
having  found  them,  we  must  by  various  laborious  processes  render 
them  iQt  for  our  use. 

To  those  who  are  accustomed  to  regard  these  things,  it  is  difficult 
to  determine  which  cause  the  most  painful  sensations,  to  observe 
how  few  coal  mines,  in  comparison  to  what  might  be,  are  opened 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Richmond,  or  the  want  of  skill  exhibited  in 
the  selection  and  working  of  those  recently  opened.  Nor  is  the 
deposite  of  bituminous  conl  upon  the  granite,  the  only  geological 
anomaly  of  this  quarter.  Proceeding  from  Charlottesville  towards 
Richmond,  almost  immediately  after  you  leave  the  talcose  formation 
of  the  Blue  Ridge,  you  are  astonished  at  the  fertility  of  the  soil ; 
you  can  scarcely  persuade  yourself  that  you  are  travelling  over  a 
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ooantry  of  primitive  rocks.  Soon,  however,  yon  discover  that  the 
fertility  is  not  universal,  but  confined  to  patches  of  a  brick -red  cover- 
ing that  overlie  the  disintegrated  oialerials  of  the  primordial  forma* 
tions,  and  upon  seeking  farther  into  this  curious  matter,  your  sur- 
prise is  not  a  little  increased  on  discovering  that  this  brick- red  cover- 
ing owes  its  existence  to  the  disintegration  of  a  rock  which,  in  most 
other  places,  is  exceedingly  slow  to  decompose,  and  which,  when 
decomposed,  forms  a  cold  and  inhospitable  soil.  It  is  the  hornblende 
eienite.  ilere  it  is  surcharged  witn  iron,  which  oxidating  by  ex- 
posure to  the  atmosphere  and  moisture,  the  rock  freely  disinte- 
grates, and  tlie  oxide  of  iron  being  set  at  liberty,  imparts  its  coloring 
to  tlie  ground  and  fertilizes  the  soil  in  an  extraordinary  degree. 

Professor  Hitchcock,  in  his  report  of  a  geological  survey  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, makes  the  following  remarks  in  relation  to  the  effect  of 
iron  upon  a  soil: 

^^  Ko  ore  except  iron  occurs  in  sufficient  quantity  in  the  state  to 
deserve  notice  in  an  agricultural  point  of  view.  In  the  west  part 
of  Worcester  county,  the  soil  for  a  width  of  several  miles  across 
the  whole  state,  is  so  highly  impregnated  with  the  oxide  of  iron^ 
as  to  receive  from  it  a  very  deep  tinge  of  what  is  caUed  iron  rust. 
This  is  particularly  the  case  in  the  low  grounds,  where  are  frequently 
found  beds  of  bog  ore.  I  do  not  know  very  definitely  the  effect  of 
this  iron  upon  vegetation,  but  judging  from  the  general  excellence 
of  the  farms  in  the  Brookfields,  Sturbridge,  Hardwiok,  New  Brain- 
tree,  Barre,  Uubbardston,  &c.,  I  should  presume  it  to  be  good. 
Certainly,  it  cannot  be  injurious ;  for  no  part  of  the  county  exceeds 
the  towns  just  named  in  the  appearance  of  its  farming  interests* 
and  nearly  all  the  county,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  map,  is  of  one 
formation.  It  would  be  an  interesting  problem,  which  in  that 
county  can  be  solved,  to  determine  the  precise  influence  of  a  soil 
highly  ferruginous  upon  vegetation." 

Next  in  geological  and  stiitistical  importance,  I  would  place  the 
mineral  springs  of  Virginia;  and  these  would  form  a  legitimate 
subject  of  investigation  to  those  who  should  be  appointed  to  con- 
duct a  geological  survey. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  portion  of  the  country  of  the  same  ex- 
tent, possessing  an  equal  number  and  variety  of  mineral  springs  as 
the  counties  of  Batl^  Greenbrier  and  Monroe.  This  is  a  subject 
upon  which  one  might  easily  compose  a  book,  but  I  must  confine 
myself  to  a  few  lines.  The  waters  are  thermal  and  cold ;  the  for- 
mer of  various  degrees  of  intensity.  They  hold  in  solution  a  variety 
of  metals,  earths,  acids  and  alkalies,  combined  in  various  proportions, 
and  suited  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  mvalids  from  a  number  of  dis- 
eases. Mineral  springs  of  less  interest  than  these  have  excited  the 
attention  of  the  learned  in  almost  every  age  and  ooantry,  and  Vir- 
ginia owes  it  to  her  high  mental  standing,  independently  of  every 
other  consideration,  to  assist  the  cause  of  science  by  investigating 
the  causes  of  the  high  temperature,  and  making  accurate  analyses 
of  these  valuable  waters.  It  is  the  duty  of  states,  as  it  is  of  indi- 
viduals, to  furnish  their  quota  to  the  general  stock  of  information ; 
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and  this  is  pecaliarlj  the  dntj  of  a  republican  state,  whose  happi* 
ness,  naj,  whose  yerj  political  existence  depends  upon  an  improved 
state  of  the  minds  of  its  citizens.  Mr.  John  Mason  Good,  in  his 
*'Book  of  Nature,^*  after  describing  the  state  of  society  in  the  middle 
ages,  says :  "  We  have  thns  travelled  over  a  wide  and  dreary  desert, 
tliat  like  the  sandy  wastes  of  Africa,  has  seldom  been  found  re- 
freshed by  spots  of  verdure,  and  what  is  the  moral  ?  That  igno- 
rance is  ever  associated  with  wretchedness  and  vice,  and  knowledge, 
with  happiness  and  virtue.  These  connections  are  indissoluble ;  they 
are  woven  in  the  very  texture  of  things,  and  constitute  the  only 
substantial  difference  between  man  and  man,"  and  I  would  add, 
between  stat^  and  state. 

Has  the  heat  of  these  waters  any  connection  with  volcanic  phe- 
nomena ?  Or  is  the  temperature  entirely  chemical,  originating  in  the 
decomposition  of  sulphnret  of  iron,  as  I  suggested  some  years  ago 
in  a  paper  published  upon  the  subject?  At  the  Hot  Springs,  the 
hot  sulphur  water  and  the  cold  pure  water,  issue  out  of  the  calca- 
reous rook  at  the  base  of  the  Warm  Spring  mountain,  within  a  few 
feet  of  each  other.  One  of  these  Yir^ia  springs  makes  a  copious 
deposit  of  calcareous  tufa,  and  at  another,  you  perceive  newly 
formed  chrystals  of  sulphate  of  iron.  The  White  Sulphur  spring 
takes  its  name  from  a  ricli  white  deposite,  and  the  Red  Sulphur 
from  one  of  that  color.  If  this  is  not  an  uncommon  and  a  highly 
interesting  section  of  the  country,  calling  aloud  for  investigation 
and  meriting  legislative  interference,  then  have  I  taken  an  entirely 
erroneous  view  of  the  subject. 

The  Warm  Spring  mountain  is  white  sandstone.  The  rocks  of 
the  Valley  of  the  Hot  Springs  are  calcareous  argillaceous  and  sili- 
ceous. They  are  all  nearly  vertical.  At  first  the  two  former  and 
afterwards  the  two  latter,  alternate.  They  have  all  been  deposited 
in  a  horizontal  position,  and  between  their  narrow  strata  are  thin 
layers  of  clay  covering  organic  remains.  Those  of  the  lime  and 
slate  are  principally  zoophytes.  That  of  the  siliceous  is  the  fossil 
described  by  Dr.  R.  Harlan,  from  a  specimen  obtained  by  me  in  the 
western  part  of  the  state  of  New  York.  He  supposed  it  to  be  a 
now  extinct  fossil  of  the  family  Fucoids ;  and  he  has  called  it  Fueoide 
Brongnidotic^  in  honor  of  M.  Brongniart.  But  I  suppose  it  to  be 
animal,  and  to  belong  to  the  family  of  the  encrinites. 

The  mountain  ranges  of  Virginia  are  more  numerous,  and  the 
valleys  consequently  narrower  than  in  Pennsylvania,  but  some  of 
them  are  very  interesting.  The  great  valley,  as  it  is  sometimes 
called,  or  par  excellence,  the  valley,  situate  between  the  Blue  Ridge 
and  the  North  and  Alleghany  mountain,  is  by  far  the  most  ex- 
tensive. The  rocks  often  obtrude,  rendering  the  soil  rather  scanty, 
but  nevertheless  this  is  a  fine  district  of  country. 

I  could  find  no  fossils  in  this  rock.  In  regard  to  the  metallic  ores 
I  would  observe,  that  1  discovered  sufficient  indications  of  their  ex- 
isting in  Virginia  in  quantity  sufficient  to  justify  a  more  accurate 
examination.  Iron  abounds  in  almost  every  part  of  the  western 
section  of  the  state ;  traces  of  copper,  lead,  manganese  and  chrome, 
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have  also  been  discovered  near  the  Blue  Ridge ;  nnd  the  gold  found 
in  Orange  ooanty  is  equal  to  any  found  in  the  Oarolinas  or  Georgia. 

I  have  never  seen  any  thing  that  exceeds  the  richness  and  vari- 
ety of  coloring  of  the  serpentine  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  This  mineral 
is  easily  cut,  and  the  fineness  and  closeness  of  the  grain  renders  it 
susceptible  of  a  high  polish  ;  at  Zoblitz,  in  Saxony,  several  hundred 
persons  are  employed  in  its  manufacture.  Besides  the  minerals  be- 
longing to  the  talcose  formation,  and  generally  accompanying  ser- 
pentine, are  many  of  them  valuable  in  the  arts,  for  instance  stea- 
tite, (soapstone,)  talc,  chromate  of  iron,  chlorite  slate,  and  native 
magnesia.  A  geological  survey  would,  most  probably,  kad  to  the 
discovery  of  most  of  these  minerals. 

I  could  make  large  additions  to  this  communication,  but  for  the 
fear  of  trespassing  upon  your  patience.  I  will,  therefore,  close  my 
observations  with  noticing  two  instances  of  want  of  confidence  in 
the  mineral  productions  of  your  own  state,  which  I  am  persuaded 
that  a  geological  survey  would  tend  to  correct.  I  met  many  wag- 
ons loaded  with  sulphate  of  lime,  (gypsum),  from  Nova  Scotia,  being 
taken  to  the  interior  to  be  used  as  a  manure ;  but  I  did  not  see  one 
wagon  employed  to  bring  carbonate  of  lime  (common  limestone), 
from  the  inexhaustible  quarries  of  the  great  valley  to  any  other  dis- 
trict to  be  used  for  the  same  purpose.  In  the  beautiful  and  flour- 
ishing city  of  Richmond,  I  observed  the  fronts  of  two  stores  fitted 
in  the  new  and  fashionable  style  with  granite  (so  called),  (sienite), 
from  Massachusetts,  while  there  exists  in  the  James  river  and  on 
its  banks,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town,  roel^s  of  a  superior 
quality,  in  quantities  amply  sufficient  to  build  a  dozen  cities. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Pethb  a.  Bsowitb. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee  of  toe  General  Absembly 
OF  Virginia,  to  wnoM  was  referred  certain  Memorials  from 
Morgan,  Frederick  and  Shenandoah  Counties,  Prating  for 
a  Geological  Survey  of  the  State,  with  a  view  to  the 
discovert  and  development  of  its  geological  and  mineral 
resources.* 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  sundry  petitions 
from  the  counties  of  Morgan,  Frederick  and  Shenandoah,  on  the 
subject  of  a  geological  and  chemical  survey  of  the  6tat«,  have  had 
that  subject  under  consideration,  and  respectfully  Report : 

1.  In  looking  to  the  example  of  other  countries,  as  well  as  of 
several  of  our  sister  states,  it  would  appear  that  great  practical  im- 
portance is  attached  to  the  geological  and  chemical  inquiries  which 

*  The  lancruaije  and  substance  of  this  report  bear  clear  evidence  of  hnvinff 
been  prepared  for  the  committee  by  Wiiliora  B.  Roarers,  at  that  time  Professor 
of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Chemistry  in  William  and  Mary  Oollcffc,  and  who 
waa  subsequently  appointed  director  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  the  state. 
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th«7  havo  respectively  institated.  In  conjanction  with  extensive 
and  minute  topographical  surveys,  many  of  the  governinentri  of  Eu- 
rope have  set  on  foot  systematic  and  detailed  inquiries  into  the 
geological  features  and  mineral  resources  of  their  respective  do- 
mains. France,  Sweden,  Russia,  several  of  the  German  and  Ital- 
ian states,  and  Great  Britain,  have  shown  great  acti\nty  in  push- 
ing forward  these  investigations.  The  latter  government  espe- 
cially, has  distinguished  herself  by  liberal  and  steady  zeal  in  de- 
veloping those  natural  resources  of  the  land,  which  form  the  basis 
of  her  wealth  and  power.  The  ordinance  map  of  Great  Britain, 
which  is  yet  only  in  part  published,  and  which,  besides  topo- 
graphical, contains  also  aeologieal  details,  is  looked  upon  as  a 
»gna]  proof  of  the  liberal  spirit  and  practical  wisdom  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  that  country.  In  this  country,  likewise,  a  growing 
conviction  of  the  great  importance  of  such  inquiries  has  led  several 
of  the  states  to  make  provision  for  extensive  practical  surveys,  on  a 
plan  somewhat  analogous  to  those  conducted  in  £urope.  The  sur- 
vey of  Massachusetts,  under  the  superintendence  of  Professor 
Hitchcock,  of  Amherst  College,  has  already  been  completed,  and 
judging  from  the  immense  mass  of  details,  under  the  head  of  eco- 
nomical geology,  embodied  in  his  comprehensive  report  recently 
published  in  a  large  octavo  volume,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  community  for  whose  benefit  the  survey  was  undertaken  has 
been  amply  gratified  by  the  important  discoveries  it  has  brought  to 
light,  and  the  valuable  practical  bearings  of  most  of  its  details.  In 
this  report,  we  behold  a  state  possessing  but  little  variety  of  geo- 
logical features,  displaying  an  amount  and  diversity  of  resources,  (in 
part  until  now  undiscovered,  and  never  before  arranged  so  as  to 
be  undorstoodO  which  cannot  be  contemplated  without  pride  and 
satisfaction.  Maryland  and  Tennessee  are  following  the  wise  ex- 
ample of  Massachusetts,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York  will,  either  during  the  present 
or  the  next  year,  authorize  similar  undertakings.  In  the  prelimi- 
nary report  of  Prof.  Ducatel,  of  Maryland,  will  be  found  the  most 
abundant  evidence  of  the  practical  benefits  which  are  to  be  an- 
ticipated from  such  researches.  Though  based  upon  a  merely  super- 
ficial reconnoissance  of  the  state,  this  valuable  docnment  develops 
a  number  of  interesting  facts  in  its  geology,  of  which  kittle  or  noth- 
ing has  been  previously  known,  and  from  which  new  impulses  to 
the  enterprise  of  extensive  districts  of  the  state  may  be  confidently 
expected  to  proceed.  The  subsequent  report  recently  presented  to 
the  legislature  of  Maryland,  embodying  all  the  details  of  the  first 
yearns  operations  in  regular  survey,  has  not  yet  reached  us,  but 
from  what  we  learn,  the  developments  which  it  contains  are  of 
a  character  to  enlist  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  state  very 
warmly  in  the  prosecution  of  the  survey.  Of  the  practical  utility 
of  the  researches  now  in  progress  in  Tennessee,  the  published  re« 
ports  and  other  documents  relating  to  the  subject,  speak  in  the  most 
unqualified  and  enconraging  language.  The  labors  of  Professor 
Troost,  to  whom  this  survey  has  l^en  committed,  have  already 
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eontribated  a  large  amonnt  of  nBefol  laformation  relative  to  the 
mineral  and  agricnltoral  resources  of  the  soil  of  Tennessee.  In  tbe 
other  states  above  alluded  to,  the  adoption  of  similar  measnres  for 
tbe  investigation  of  their  natural  territorial  resonrces,  has  been  de- 
layed from  year  to  year  by  oonsiderations  of  economy,  to  which 
the  heavy  debts  accumalating  in  the  prosecution  of  public  improve- 
ments, have  constrained  tbem  to  defer.  But  no  doubt  appears  to 
have  existed  of  tbe  real  utility  and  highly  important  practical  bear- 
ings of  judiciously  conducted  geological  and  chemical  surveys. 
Indeed,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  incumbrances  under  which  some 
of  those  states  are  now  laboring,  projects  of  such  surveys  are  at 
this  time  under  discussion  'in  their  legislatures ;  and  there  seems  to 
be  no  doubt«  that  either  now  or  at  some  early  day,  tbe  necessary 
provisions  will  be  made  for  commencing  the  investigations  desired. 
2.  Witnessing  the  valuable  results  of  these  researches  in  Europe, 
and  in  some  parts  of  the  United  States,  wc  should  of  course  anUci- 
pate  similar  benefits  from  enaniries  of  this  nature  conducted  within 
our  own  territory.  Nor  would  it  be  necessary,  in  order  to  feci  con- 
vinced of  the  utility  of  such  a  survey  as  applied  to  Virginia,  to  refer 
in  detail  to  those  particulars  in  the  physical  character  of  the  state, 
upon  which  it  would  bear  with  the  most  direct  and  prominent  ad- 
vantage. All  are  willing  to  admit  the  great  extent  and  value  and 
diversity  of  our  mineral  wealth,  and  at  the  same  time  to  confess 
that  its  distribution  through  our  territory,  its  precise  boundaries  in 
any  one  locality,  its  exact  nature  as  ascertained  by  science,  and  its 
susceptibility  of  economical  and  pro6table  application  to  the  pur- 
poses of  commerce,  manufactures,  and  the  arts  of  life,  are  matters 
of  which  scarcely  anything  as  yet  has  been  accurately  determined. 
The  mere  surmises  of  ignorance  or  the  imperfect  observations  of 
the  inexperienced  explorers  who  have  examined  without  any  ade- 
quate lights  to  direct  their  investigations,  appear  to  have  furnished 
nearly  all  the  knowledge  on  these  points,  of  which  we  have  as  yet 
become  possessed.  To  feel  thus  assured  of  the  existence  of  a  great 
variety  of  mineral  riches  within  our  territory,  and  at  the  same  time, 
except  in  a  few  instances,  to  have  availed  ourselves  of  but  little  of 
the  benefits  it  proffers,  and  to  know  but  little  of  its  position,  natnre 
or  extent,  are  certainly  in  themselves  powerful  reasons  for  the 
adoption  of  some  scheme  of  systematic,  minute  and  extensive  re- 
search. But,  however  obviously  the  advantages  of  such  surveys 
might  be  inferred  from  these  considerations  in  connection  with  the 
acknowledged  benefits  which  other  states  have  derived  and  are  de- 
riving from  them,  your  committee  have  felt  it  incumbent  to  enquire 
'  more  particularly  into  the  specific  bearing  which  enquiries  of  this 
nature  would  have  upon  all  the  great  divisions  of  our  territory. 
In  attending  to  this  point,  a  number  of  interesting  particulars  have 
come  to  their  knowledge,  some  of  which  are  perhaps  not  generally 
known,  and  all  of  which  confirm  them  in  the  belief  that  such  a  sur^ 
vey  as  the  one  in  question,  cannot  fail  to  prove  eminently  advan- 
tageous to  our  state.  Most  of  the  facts  here  referred  to  have  been 
discovered  by  mere  accident,  and  by  persons  seemingly  unconscious 
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of  their  importance;  oonseqaently,  little  or  no  improvement  of 
them  has  been  made,  and  no  researches  undertaken  to  ascertain 
their  real  extent  or  value.  In  adverting  to  the  beneficial  applica- 
tion of  sacb  a  survej  to  the  several  great  divisions  of  our  territory, 
jour  committee  feel  at  liberty  to  touch  only  on  some  of  the  more 
prominent  particulars  in  which  its  utility  would  be  felt ;  and  in- 
deed, it  is  only  in  the  actual  progress,  or  at  the  completion  of  the 
investigation,  that  tlie  most  important  of  its  practical  bearings  can 
be  appreciated  and  understooa.  Discoveries  of  great  general  in- 
terest and  of  invaluable  local  importance,  would,  there  is  reason  to 
believe,  reward  even  the  earlier  efforts  of  those  connected  with  the 
enterprise ;  and  the  districts  of  the  state,  at  present  almost  deserted 
from  supposed  meagreness  of  resources,  would  behold,  spread  out 
beneath  their  soil,  the  rich  earths,  which  were  soon  to  difi:use  fer- 
tility over  their  hills  and  plains,  or  the  valuable  rocks  and  ores  from 
which  enterprise  was  to  derive  new  incentives  to  exertion. 

8.  Commencing  wiUi  the  tidewater  part  of  the  state,  your  com- 
mittee would  remark  that  the  vast  marine  deposits  of  shells  and 
other  calcareous  matter  which  underlie  a  great  part  of  this  region, 
may  be  considered  practically,  as  well  as  in  a  scientific  aspect,  as 
one  of  the  most  important  features  in  the  geology  of  the  state.  The 
exhausted  soils  of  many  of  the  eastern  counties  are  already  exhibit- 
ing tlie  most  astonishing  proofs  of  the  fertility  which  this  calcareous 
matter  is  capable  of  bestowing,  and  it  may  be  confidently  expected 
that  when  a  more  extensive  and  systematic  attention  to  the  employ- 
ment of  tins  manure  shall  have  been  adopted  throughout  eastern 
Virginia,  a  degree  of  agricultural  wealth  and  prosperity  will  be  real- 
ized, of  which  a  few  years  since,  or  even  at  this  time,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  conceive.  To  the  rapid,  general  and  successful  extension 
of  this  ameliorating  system,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  geological 
and  chemical  examination,  extended  to  all  the  eastern  counties, 
would  be  in  a  high  degree  conducive;  in  most  of  them  marl  has 
already  been  discovered,  cliffs  of  it  appear  on  all  our  rivers,  and 
sometimes  for  miles  an  uninterrupted  bed  of  this  precious  manure 
forms  one  or  both  of  the  confines  of  the  stream.  But  of  the  com- 
position of  its  numerous  varieties,  of  the  districts  which  they  sev- 
erally occupy,  and  of  the  value  of  the  various  earths  with  which 
they  are  associated,  but  little  general  or  systematic  knowledge  has 
been  acquired.  To  one  individual,  the  able  editor  of  the  Farmers* 
Register,  the  state  is  indebted  for  nearly  all  that  has  been  done  on 
the  subject.  But  how  important  would  it  be  to  investigate  the  ex- 
tent and  character  of  this  deposit  more  minutely ;  to  trace  it  up- 
wards from  its  first  appearance  near  the  mouths  of  our  rivers ;  then, 
by  transverse  lines,  to  explore  all  the  counties  in  its  range,  and  at 
each  step  of  the  investigation  to  ascertain  its  agricultural  value  by 
chemical  analyses  I 

Within  the  tidewater  district  also,  but  in  a  region  to  which  the 
common  marl  does  not  generally  extend,  another  deposit  of  even 
higlier  fertilizing  properties  than  the  former  has  recently  been  dis- 
covered.   This  substance,  called  green  sand,  from  its  consisting  of 
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granular  particles  of  a  green  aspect  when  dry,  ia  geologically  an 
older  deposits  than  that  which  embodies  the  ordinary  shell  marl. 
In  the  beds  oi  the  latter,  however,  in  many  situations,  a  very  large 
percentage  of  the  green  sand  has  been  discovered,  and  the  value  of 
the  marl  is  believed  to  be  much  increased  by  the  presence  of  this 
ingredient.  The  extent  of  this  immense  green  sand  deposit  is  yet 
conjectural,  but  that  it  reaches,  with  perhaps  no  interruption,  from 
the  Potomac  to  the  Roanoke,  may  be  confidently  asserted.  It  shows 
itself  on  our  rivers  at  a  distance  varying  from  a  few  miles  to  20  or 
80  from  the  head  of  tide,  and  it  may  be  interesting  to  remark  that 
ttie  geologist  of  Maryland,  guided  by  the  experience  of  those  who 
ascertained  its  existence  in  Virginia,  has  recently  discovered  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  deposit  throughout  the  neighboring  state.  Of  its 
relative  value  in  the  different  localities,  notliing  is  yet  koown ;  re- 
specting the  depth  and  breadtii  of  the  deposit,  scarcely  anything  has 
been  ascertained.  Here  then  would  be  an  important  field  of  geo- 
logical and  chemical  enquiry,  and  one  in  which  the  agriculture  of 
lower  Virginia  could  not  fail  to  be  deeply  interested. 

Associated  with  this  deposit,  and  generally  forming  the  superior 
stratum,  is  an  extensive  formation  of  selenite  or  gypsum.  "VVhether 
this  be  an  invariable  attendant  of  the  green  sand,  is  of  course  unde- 
termined, since  of  that  deposit  so  little  is  yet  known;  but  so 
far  as  observation  has  yet  extended,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  gen- 
eral associate  of  the  green  sand,  specimens  from  the  Potomac,  Rap- 
pahannock, Pamunkey,  and  James  rivers  agreeing  in  containing 
some  portions  of  gypsum. 

In  this  region,  too,  a  variety  of  clays  suitable  to  different  species 
of  pottery  are  known  to  exist,  an  examination  of  which  would 
doubtless  lead  to  the  introduction  or  extension  of  an  important 
branch  of  industry.  Alvm  earth  and  copperas  earthy  of  which  im- 
mense quantities  are  found  in  Maryland,  and  applied  to  the  manu- 
facture of  alam  and  green  vitriol,  exist  also  in  this  part  of  our  state, 
and  probably  in  groat  abundance.  Bog  iron  ore,  one  of  the  most 
valuable  of  all  the  ores  of  that  metal,  would  also  be  met  with  exten- 
sively. Bordering  on  this  region,  at  its  upper  limit,  a  variety  of 
valuable  products  might  be  expected.  In  the  south,  especially,  the 
secondary  rocks  immediately  adjacent  to  the  granite  ledge  would  be 
deserving  of  particular  attention.  In  this  vicinity  might  be  antici- 
pated a  third  deposit  of  fertilizing  marl,  identical  in  position  with 
the  gunpowder  marl  of  New  Jersey.  A  stratum  of  magnesia  earth 
has,  within  a  few  years,  been  discovered  at  one  point  along  this  line, 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that  its  value,  either  in  agriculture  or  in 
the  manufacture  of  epsom  salts,  may  lead  hereafter  to  its  profitable 
employment.  Chemical  examination  would  determine  the  value  of 
these  various  matters,  and  new  incentives  might  thus  be  |i^ven  to 
the  manufncturing  enterprise  of  this  portion  of  the  state.  The  sev- 
eral varieties  of  water  furnished  by  springs  and  wells  would  also 
form  a  subject  interesting  to  health,  and  in  other  respects  practically 
useful. 
•  4.  The  space  extending  from  the  granite  ledge  to  the  Blue  Ridge, 
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embracing  all  the  varieties  of  primary  rock,  contain] Dg  the  yet 
imperfectly  traced  ftoid  region,  the  bitaminoos  coal  fields,  and  a 
vaat  variety  of  other  mineral  wealth,  is  next  to  be  considered.  Here, 
to  trace  out  the  gold  region  entirely  through  the  state,  would  be  an 
important  and  useful  work.  From  what  is  already  known  of  this 
deposit,  there  is  every  reason  to  augur  its  great  extent  and  value. 
Indications  of  this  metal  have  been  found  even  in  Goochland  and 
at  other  points  far  removed  from  the  supposed  line  of  the  formation. 
A  systematic  enquiry  on  the  subject  would  evidently  result  in  much 
practical  advantage,  not  only  by  opening  up  new  discoveries,  but  by 
preventing  those  ruinous  expenditures  which  are  occasionally  in- 
curred for  want  of  the  proper  guides  to  enquiry  and  research.  The 
coal  field  of  Goochland,  Chesterfield,  and  Powhatan,  from  which 
eastern  Virginia  has  already  reaped  so  many  benefits,  would  present 
a  most  interesting  subject  of  geological  examination.  To  ascertain 
the  dips  and  convolutions  of  the  various  strata  overlying  and  sub- 
jacent to  the  coal,  and  to  investigate  more  attentively  than  has  yet 
been  done  the  line  of  outcrop  connected  with  the  coal,  might  lead 
to  discoveries  of  no  small  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  tiie  state. 
That  the  real  extent  of  those  coal  beds  is  not  yet  accurately  known, 
is  evident  from  the  discdvery  of  indications  of  this  mineral  in  situa- 
tions at  some  distance  from  .any  of  the  workings;  for  instance, 
on  the  line  of  the  contemplated  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  rail- 
road. 

In  Prince  Edward  too,  bituminous  coal  is  found,  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  seam  from  which  the  specimens  have  been 
derived  forms  part  of  a  very  extensive  basin  of  this  mineral.  Nor 
is  it  improbable  that  between  the  Richmond  and  Prince  Edward 
deposits  and  in  the  same  geological  range  towards  the  north,  this 
valuable  mineral  might  be  brought  to  light.  Among  the  granite 
and  feldspar  of  the  region  we  are  now  considering,  valuable  deposits 
of  porcelain  clay  are  already  indicated.  A  stratum  of  this  substance 
IS  known  to  exist  in  the  vicinity  of  Charlottesville,  and  specimens 
have  recently  been  obtained  from  a  bed  in  Goochland,  which  in  ap- 
pearance, give  promise  of  considerable  value.  Tlmt  this  earth  will 
be  fonnd  in  many  places  throughout  the  region  referred  to,  there  can 
be  no  doubt.  The  rock  feldspar,  from  which  it  is  produced  by  the 
slow  action  of  the  elements,  is  an  important  constituent  of  our 
granite,  and  exists  in  some  places  in  a  separate  mass.  It  is  with 
this  rock  that  the  earth  is  mingled  in  certain  proportions  in  tho 
fabrication  of  porcelain;  and  the  very  beautiful  material  of  this 
nature,  now  so  successfully  manufactured  in  Philadelphia,  is  formed 
of  the  clay  and  feldspar  procured  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city  and 
Wilmington,  localities  in  the  same  geological  range  with  the  region 
in  our  state  to  which  we  now  refer. 

In  this  region  too,  will  be  found  valuable  beds  of  iron  ore  of 
various  kinds,  some  of  which  are  already  known  and  wrought. 
Serpentine  and  magnesian  rocks  also  occur,  in  connection  with 
which  the  valuable  ore  from  which  chrome  yellow  is  mannfacture<1, 
may  be  expected  to  exist.    In  the  vicinity  of  the  Southwest  and 
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Baffalo  mountains,  on  both  sides,  a  variety  of  important  minerals 
are  embedded.  Tiie  shale  of  this  ridge  iu  Amherst  and  other  places 
yields,  by  the  action  of  the  atmosphere,  great  qaan titles  of  green 
vitriol,  which  impregnating  the  water  as  it  filters  through  the  rock, 
gives  rise  to  same  of  the  most  powerful  chalybeate  springs  in  the 
United  States.  To  the  east  of  this  ridge  a  belt  of  blue  limestone 
appears,  which  would  seem  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  Potomac 
marble.  From  the  continuity  of  this  narrow  vein  through  Maryland, 
high  up  into  Pennsylvania,  it  would  appear  to  constitute  a  very  im- 
poitant  feature  of  the  geology  of  this  district.  It  croases  the  Po- 
tomac, and  rises  in  one  or  two  places  before  it  appears  very  dis- 
tinctly at  Everettsville,  and  then  shows  itself  very  abundantly  in 
Aniberst,  where  it  is  associated  with  marble  of  a  superior  qmdity. 
On  the  eastern  side  of  this  belt,  is  a  large  vein  of  flint,  which  ex- 
perience shows  to  be  equal  to  the  common  gun  flint.  Copper  occurs 
very  abundantly  on  the  west  side  of  the  Buffalo  rid|?e,  and  would 
probably  be  found  interruptedly  in  the  same  range  thronghont  the 
state.  In  the  continuation  of  this  line,  it  is  found  abundantly  in 
Maryland,  associated  with  iron  and  manganese.  These  metals  would 
appear  to  be  associated  with  it  in  Amherst.  The  vein  of  copper  in 
this  county  was  largely  worked  prior  to  the  revolution,  and  the  im- 
pression ])re vails  tliat  a  valuable  perq^ntage  of  gold  is  contained  in 
the  ore.  Such  is  the  fact  in  regard  to  a  copper  ore  which  is  now 
wrought  in  New  Jersey,  and  analysis  might  be  usefully  directed  to 
this  point  with  reference  to  the  Virginia  ore.  The  particulars  here 
stated  are  only  a  few  of  what  might  be  gleaned  from  the  personal 
observations  of  intelligent  farmers  or  scientific  tourists,  w^no  have 
paid  attention  to  the  geology  of  this  region,  but  they  are  abundantly 
Butticient,  in  the  mind  of  your  committee,  to  evince  the  advantages 
which  this  section  of  the  state  would  derive  from  systematic  geologi- 
cal and  chemical  enquiry. 

5.  The  valley  of  Virginia  would  offer  a  multitude  of  valuable 
discoveries,  and  among  them  extensive  beds  of  coal  would  certainly 
be  numbered.  The  anthracite  recently  discovered  in  the  counties  of 
Berkeley,  Augusta,  and  Morgan,  and  the  extensive  mines  of  bitomi- 
nous  coal  of  Hampshire,  indicate  what  may  be  anticipated  from  mi- 
nute and  iudicions  research.  If  we  look  to  the  inexhaustible  depos- 
ites  of  this  precious  mineral  which  the  enterprise  of  Pennsylvania 
has  brought  to  light,  and  with  which,  perhaps,  more  than  any  other 
of  her  vast  mineral  resources,  she  is  now  building  up  the  permanent 
fabric  of  her  wealth  and  power,  with  what  satisfaction  should  we 
welcome  a  discovery  which,  properly  improved,  may  lead  to  an 
equally  enviable  condition  of  prosperity  in  one  of  the  loveliest  and 
richest  s^tions  of  our  state.  In  this  region,  the  noble  rangea  of  the 
North  and  Warm  Spring  mountains,  with  their  numerous  subsidiaries, 
would  furnish  an  almost  unexplored  field  to  the  geologist  Valuable 
metallic  ores,  in  addition  to  those  already  discovered,  and  new 
medicinal  springs  would  here  reward  his  labors.  The  sandstones, 
limestones,  slates,  and  marbles,  yet  reposing  unbroken  in  the  hills, 
would  all  be  subjects  of  interesting  observation.    He  would  also  ex- 
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amine  the  rich  sdine  depoeites  of  the  oaves,  and  gypsom  with  which 
it  is  sometimes  abamlantlj  associated.  The  beautifal  and  copions 
tbnntains  in  the  Warm  Spring  vallej,  including  the  Warm,  Hot, 
Sweet,  Alum,  and  other  springs,  would  daim  his  scientific  sera  tin  j. 
The  other  waters,  such  as  those  of  Bath  in  Morgan  connty,  and  Au- 
gusta, would  also  bo  examined.  These  and  a  yariety  of  other  objects 
to  which  geological  and  chemical  enquii*y  might  be  profitably  directed 
in  this  regioD,  have  an  importance  which  mnst  give  peculiar  interest 
to  the  prosecution  of  such  researches  in  the  great  valley  of  Virginia. 

6.  Beyond  the  Alleghany  we  behold  a  region  of  almost  unparal- 
leled natural  riches.  Here  we  have  the  vast  bituminons  coal  forma- 
tion of  the  went,  as  extensively  displayed  as  in  Pennsylvania ;  and 
in  addition,  salines  and  a  gypseous  formation  with  which  even  New 
York  cannot  compete.  The  immense  strata  of  this  region,  sweeping 
with  a  gentle  inclination  from  the  mountains,  extend  far  west,  until 
they  reach  the  Mississippi  in  nearly  horizontal  planes.  The  ocean 
that  once  rested  on  this  vast  tract,  besides  the  Ic^ble  impressions  of 
his  former  sway,  visible  in  almost  every  rock,  has  left  deep  in  tlie 
earth,  and  in  some  places  extending  to  its  surface,  the  rich  treasures 
of  salt  with  which  its  waves  were  once  freighted.  In  some  places 
as  near  Abingdon,  this  saline  matter  would  appear  to  exist  beneath 
in  massive  form.  Amid  the  spurs  of  the  AUeghanies  are  abundant 
evidences  of  coal ;  metallic  ores,  among  which  may  be  enumerated 
lead  and  iron,  are  also  found  in  this  western  region.  Here  too,  are 
poured  out  many  of  those  healing  waters  to  which  crowds  of  inva- 
lids now  annually  resort  In  a  word,  this  portion  of  the  state  teems 
with  matter  of  interesting  enquiry.  If  et  it  is  only  at  a  few  points  that 
its  treasures  have  been  opened  up,  and  but  little  certain  is  yet  known 
of  their  relative  arrangement,  of  their  extent,  or  their  comparative 
value.  This  vast  territory  is  destined  by  its  mineral  riches  alone  to 
become  at  some  future  day  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  wealthy 
districts  of  the  state,  and  no  part  of  Virginia  is  more  deeply  inter- 
ested in  procuring  a  geological  survey. 

7.  Besides  the  numerous  points  of  enquiry  alluded  to  in  the  above 
brief  review  of  our  territory,  there  is  one  investigation  which 
would  be  applicable  to  all  sections  of  the  state,  and  which  would 
undoubtedly  contribute  to  the  general  benefit  of  our  agriculture. 
We  refer  to  a  systematic  analysis  of  all  the  important  varieties  of 
soil  within  the  state.  This  would  be  a  work  of  great  labor,  but 
would  unquestionably  repay  the  state  one  thousand  fold. 

8.  Keeping  permanently  in  view  the  peculiar  practical  bearings 
by  which  such  a  survey  should  be  directed,  a  proper  attention 
should  also  be  paid  to  those  general  and  scientific  relations  which  the 
progress  of  the  investigation  would  disclose.  In  many  instances, 
the  generalizations  of  science  would  be  found  of  great  utility  in 
guiding  observation ;  and  the  determination  of  many  interesting 
questions  of  a  purely  scientific  nature,  would  be  incidental  to  the 
practical  researches  of  the  geological  and  chemical  enquirer.  The 
relative  ages  of  all  the  great  formations  of  the  state,  might  event- 
uflJly  be  made  out;  the  periods  at  which  disturbing  causes,  at  many 
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points,  broke  np  and  contorted  the  stratification,  and  the  relations 
of  the  various  agencies  which  have  formerly  been  in  operation  in 
our  territory  to  those  now  in  action,  both  as  to  quantity  and  kind, 
would  all  be  elucidated  in  the  progress  of  the  survey.  The  geolo- 
gists of  Europe  are  fo  well  aware  of  the  interest  that  attaches  to 
this  portion  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  diversity  and 
extent  of  its  formations,  that  they  are  at  this  moment  looking  with 
impatient  anxiety  for  some  systematic  effort  to  unfold  its  true  phys- 
ical character,  and  to  bring  fully  to  light  treasures  that  lie  hidden 
beneath  its  snrfoce. 

In  the  execution  of  the  proposed  geological  and  chemical  survey, 
your  committee  Would  observe,  in  conclusion,  that  the  mcst  advisa- 
ble plan  would  seem  to  be,  to  divide  it  into  two  parts :  namely,  1st. 
A  geological  reconnoissance  of  the  state,  with  a  view  to  the  general 
geological  features  of  our  territory,  and  to  the  chemical  composi- 
tion of  its  soils,  minerals  and  mineral  waters :  and,  2d.  A  detailed 
geological  survey  of  the  various  sections  of  the  state.  The  first  part 
of  the  plan  would  possess  of  itself  a  separate  and  independent  value, 
would  be  attended  with  but  little  expense,  and  would  furnish  to  a 
succeeding  legislature  the  most  satisfactory  means  of  estimating  the 
value  of  a  detailed  survey,  and  of  deciding  or  pausing  at  the  point 
to  which  we  should  then  have  attained,  or  of  proceeding  directly  to 
the  execution  of  the  entire  scheme. 

In  conformity  to  these  views,  and  with  the  object  of  advancing 
directly  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  first  part  of  the  plan,  your 
committee  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  the  accompanying  bill. 

An  Act  to  authorizb  a  Geological  Reconnoissakcb  of  tok 
State,  with  a  View  to  the  Chemical  Composition  of  its 
Soils,  Minebals,  and  Mineral  Watebs. 

(As  amended  from  the  bill  reported  by  the  rommHtee,  and  peesed  hj  the  General  As- 
Bombly  of  Vir^nto.) 

1,  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  general  <ueemhly^  That  as  soon  after  the 
passage  of  this  act  as  it  may  be  convenient,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  board  of  public  works  to  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  make  a 
geological  reconnoissance  of  the  state,  with  a  view  to  the  generid 
geological  features  of  our  territory,  and  to  the  chemical  composition 
of  its  soils,  minerals,  and  mineral  waters,  and  to  report  to  the  next 
genera]  assembly  a  plan  for  the  prosecution  of  a  geological  survey 
of  the  stiite,  together  with  such  facts  as  may  have  come  to  his 
knowledge  during  the  progress  of  said  reconnoissance,  illustrative  of 
any  advantages  likely  to  accrue  from  a  more  complete  examination. 

2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  board  of  public  works 
shall  have  authority  to  allow  to  the  geologist  who  may  be  employed 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  such  compenfuition  as  they  may 
deem  reasonable  to  be  paid  out  of  any  unexpended  moneys  in  the 
treasury :  Provided^  That  such  compensation  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

8.  This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  the  passing 
thereof.* 

*  This  act  woR  passed  March  6, 1835. 
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B, 

ASSISTANTS  EMPLOYED  ON  THE  SURVEY. 

f  he  assistants  employed  on  the  snrvey,  some  for  a  single  year 
and  others  for  a  longer  time,  were,  0.  B.  Hayden,  Geo.  W.  Boyd, 
J.  B.  Rogers,  Israel  Slade,  Oiileb  Briggs,  II.  D.  Rogers,  Dr.  W.  E.  A. 
Aiken,  Samnel  Lewis,  Thomas  S.  Ridgeway,  R.  E.  Rogers,  and  for 
a  part  of  one  season  Mr.  M.  Wells. 


c. 

The  following  paragraph  is  found  in  the  author^s  copy  of  the 
Report  for  1835,  following  the  fourth  paragraph  on  page  113: 

"The  composition  of  this  ore,  (Iron  ore)  now  not  known,  would 
throw  great  light  on  this  interesting  result,  and  might  enable  those 
engaged  in  the  Iron  works  of  the  country,  to  secure  a  uniform  pro- 
duction of  this  more  valuable  form  of  raetal«  instead  of  being  sub- 
ject to  the  capricious  results  of  having  cast  iron  at  one  time,  and  at 
another,  without  any  apparent  reason,  a  superior  quality  of  steel. ^^ 


D. 

In  the  original  work  the  paragraphs  included  in  pages  866,  86T, 
and  a  part  of  868  are  in  a  different  order  from  that  here  given. 
Tiie  present  arrangement  is  adopted  in  conformity  with  a  correc- 
tion made  by  the  author  in  his  own  private  copy. 


E. 
NITRATES  IN  GAVE  EARTHS. 

Fnou  PAOcnoiNGB  of  Bobton  Sooibty  or  Natuhal  Histort,  Vol.  5,  p.  881,  1S50. 

Professor  William  B.  Rogers  remarked  that  from  his  observa- 
tions in  the  Oaves  of  the  Middle  and  Southern  States,  he  was  satis- 
fied that  the  earthy  deposit  containing  the  nitrates,  known  in  some 
places  as  Petre  dirt,  was  chiefly  derived  from  the  overhanging  and 
adjacent  rocks,  and  not  from  sediment  brought  into  the  Gave  by  ex- 
isting or  former  streams.  The  limestone,  in  which  the  nitriferous 
caverns  are  found,  often  contains  a  large  amount  of  siliceous  and  ar- 
gillaceous matter,  and  in  some  instances,  a  marked  proportion  of  or- 
ganic substances.  The  more  pervious  layers,  gradually  deprived  of 
their  carbonate  of  lime  by  the  leaching  action  of  the  water  in  filter- 
ing from  above,  are  reduced  to  an  earthy  maas,  the  mere  caput 
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mortuum,  as  it  were,  of  the  ori^nal  rock.  In  some  cases  this  de- 
oomposition  pervades  the  stratum  for  a  great  distance ;  the  re^ida- 
ary,  fine-grained,  ashy  clay  retaining  the  lamination  and  bedding 
which  it  had  before  the  change.  lu  coarse  of  time,  the  earthy  mass 
falls  to  the  floor  by  its  own  weight,  aided,  perhaps,  by  occasional 
tremors  of  the  ground,  or  it  is  detached  by  the  load  of  stalactites 
suspended  from  it  below,  and  thus  comes  within  the  levelling  aihI 
transporting  action  of  the  streams  flowing  through  the  cave. 

As  to  the  production  of  the  nitrates  with  which  the  Petre  dirt 
is  more  dr  less  impregnated,  Professor  Rogers  tli ought  that  it  could 
not,  in  any  large  degree,  be  referred  to  the  excretions  and  other  re- 
mains of  animals  occasionally  found  in  these  caves ;  since  the  quan- 
tity of  nitrogen  reouired  for  this  purpose  would  far  exceed  such  a 
means  of  supply.  Besides  this,  the  nitrates  are  found  in  the  earthy 
mass  while  it  is  still  adhering  to  the  roof  or  walls  and  far  removed 
from  the  orgauic  matter  supposed  to  be  buried  in  the  floor.  Nor 
can  we  regard  the  nitrogen  as  chiefly  derived  from  organic  sub- 
stances in  the  decomposing  rocks.  For,  in  the  case  of  6ome  caves 
producing  Petre  dirt,  the  surrounding  limestone  contains  only  a 
trace  of  such  ingredients.  We  must,  therefore,  refer  the  formation 
of  the  nitric  acid,  and  ultimately  the  nitrates,  to  mutual  chemical 
reactions  between  the  porous  calcareous  earth  and  the  contiguous 
atmosphere. 


F. 

XnE  GROWTH  OF  STALACTITES  IN  CAVES. 

From  Pboceeoinos  of  tbb  Bostox  Sociktt  of  Natural  Hutoet,  Tol.  fi,  noeo  8ML 

185e. 

A  drop  of  water  charged  with  Carbonate  of  Lime  is  seen  to 
form  at  a  particular  point  of  tlie  roof  and  after  its  descent,  another 
drop,  by  the  same  mechanical  causes,  takes  its  place.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  suppose  a  hole  around  which  the  concretion  may  col- 
lect. Usually  there  is  none.  At  the  margin  of  the  drop  where  it 
thins  away  to  a  film,  evaporation  and  the  loss  of  carbonic  acid  com- 
bine to  cause  a  precipitation  of  part  of  the  dissolved  carbonate, 
which  on  separating,  attaches  itself  to  the  rock  in  the  form  of  a  very 
delicate  white  ring^  corresponding  to  the  margin  of  the  liquid. 
Each  succeeding  drop  deposits  a  similar  ring  in  contact  with  and 
beneath  that  already  formed,  until  the  whole  is  prolonged  down- 
wards in  the  shape  of  a  quill-Uke  tubs.  This,  from  its  verticid  posi- 
tion, invites  the  water  of  the  adjoining  part  of  the  roof  t/>  descend 
along  its  outer  surface,  and  now  an  exterior  and  more  rapid  growth 
begins.  Usually  the  former  pi-ocess  continues  to  operate  for  a  long 
time  after  the  external  growth  has  commenced ;  so  that  the  stalac- 
tite, in  some  cases,  retains  its  open  central  canal  until  it  has  reached 
a  length  of  a  foot  or  more,  and  a  diameter  at  its  base  of  two  or  three 
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inches.  As  the  water  which  flows  along  the  outside  of  the  tube, 
parts  at  each  step  with  a  portion  of  its  calcareous  charge,  and  thus 
grows  continually  less  capable  of  forming  the  deposit,  the  rate  of 
deposition  must  diminish  somewhat  regularly  from  the  upper  to  the 
lower  cud  of  the  mass.  Hence  it  is  that  stalactites,  form^  in  posi- 
tions where  their  growth  on  all  sides  is  freely  permitted,  have 
always  a  $harplu  conical  or  tapering  form. 

The  drops  which  fall  from  these  pendants  to  the  floor,  still  retain 
a  portion  of  carbonate  of  lime  in  solution ;  but  as  the  shocks  of  the 
impact  and  the  spreading  of  the  liquid  greatly  favor  the  escape  of 
its  carbonic  acid,  a  further  deposit  must  be  formed  in  this  position, 
and  thus  the  stalagmite  grows  upwards  to  meet  the  stalactite  grow- 
ing downwards,  until,  in  many  cases  they  unite  to  form  a  column 
reaching  from  the  floor  to  the  ceiling  of  the  cave. 

As  in  general  the  infiltering  water  follows  the  joints  and  planes 
of  stratification  of  the  limestone  rock,  the  fashion  or  pattern  of 
the  stalactite  drapery  will  he  more  or  less  determined  by  the  position 
and  arrangement  of  these  divisional  surfaces^  Where,  as  in  parts  of 
Weyer's  Oave,  in  Virginia,  these  planes  of  bedding  are  steeply  in- 
clined, and  meet  the  roof  in  a  series  of  parallel  lines,  the  concre- 
tionary action  seems  to  have  commenced  by  forming  parallel  rows 
of  stalactites  along  these  lines.  This  process,  in  certain  places,  has 
gone  on  until  by  lateral  union  of  the  adjoining  pendants  of  each 
row,  they  have  been  transformed  into  parallel  sheets  of  stone,  which, 
in  some  instances,  extend  from  the  roof  to  the  floor.  From  their 
^eat  extent,  and  a  degree  of  thinness  which  in  part  renders  them 
tranfllucent,  these  sheets  are  capable  of  being  thrown  into  sono- 
rous vibration  by  a  blow  from  the  heel  near  the  ground,  and  under 
these  circumstances  they  emit  a  musical  sound  of  great  depth  and 
force. 


G. 

SECONDARY   FORMATIONS  IN  VIRGINIA  AND    NORTH 
CAROLINA. 

Fbom  Progecddios  of  niB  Bostox  Sooiett  or  Natuiil  IIistoiit,  Vol  S,  p.  14,1S54. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rojrers  exhibited  a  series  of  fossils  from  the  middle 
secondary  belts  of  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, chiefly,  he  said,  with  a  view  of  calling  attention  to  the 
evidence  afforded  by  some  of  them,  of  the  close  relation  in  geologi- 
cal age  between  what  has  been  called  the  New  Red  Sandstone  of  the 
Middle  States  and  the  Connecticut  Valley,  first  desijrnated  by  Prof. 
11.  D.  Rogers  as  the  Middle  Secondary  Group,  and  the  coal  bearing 
rocks  of  Eastern  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

Prof.  R.  referred  to  the  existence  in  Virginia  of  three  distinct 
belts  of  these  rocks.  The  most  eastern  of  these,  extending  almost 
continuously  from  the  Appomattox  river  to  the  Potomac,  indudea 
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the  ooal-fields  of  Chesterfield  and  Henrico  Counties.  The  middle 
tract,  about  tnrenty-five  miles  west  by  south  of  the  preceding,  is  of 
much  less  extent,  and  has  not  yet  furnished  any  workable  coal  seam. 
Somewhat  intermediate  in  trend  to  these  is  a  belt  of  analogous  rocks 
in  North  Carolina,  commencing  some  distance  south  of  the  Vii'ginia 
line  and  stretching  south  west  wardly  across  the  state,  and  for  a  few 
miles  beyond  its  limits,  into  Soutii  Carohna.  This  area,  first  mapped 
by  Prof.  Mitchell,  includes  the  coal  bearing  rocks  of  Beep  river. 
The  western  belt  extends,  with  two  considerable  interruptions,  en- 
tirely across  Virginia,  being  prolonged  towards  the  southwest  in  the 
course  of  the  Dan  river  in  North  Carolina,  and  towards  the  north- 
west through  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  Jersey,  forming 
what  is  usually  called  tlie  New  Ked  {Sandstone  Belt. 

Eastern  and  Middle  Belt  of  Vikginia  and  Eastern  Belt  of 
NoBTu  Carolina, 

From  an  examination  some  twelve  years  ago  of  the  fossil  plants 
of  the  most  eastern  of  the  Virginia  belts  here  designated,  Prof. 
Rogers  had  been  led  to  refer  this  group  of  rocks  to  the  Oolite 
series  on  or  near  the  horizon  of  the  carbonaceous  deposits  of  Whit^ 
by  and  Scarborough  in  Yorkshire.  Some  years  later  he  discovered 
many  of  the  same  plants  in  the  middle  belt  of  Virginia,  and  in  the 
summer  of  1850,  he  found  several  of  these  plants  in  the  coal  rocks 
of  Deep  river,  in  North  Carolina.  In  each  of  the  latter  districts 
we  meet  with  Equisetum  columnai*e,  Zamites,  and  a  plumose  plnnt 
referred  to  Lycopodites,  and  strongly  resembling  Z.  Williamjianis 
of  the  Yorkshire  rocks.  These  are  among  the  usual  forms  occur- 
ring in  the  easternmost  of  the  Virginia  belts. 

Besides  the  fossil  plants  common  to  these  three  areas,  they  con- 
tain two  species  of  Posidonomya  and  two  of  Cypris.  Of  the  Cypri- 
d(B,  one  species  has  a  smooth,  the  other  a  beaiitifully  granulated 
carapace.  They  are  both  very  small,  seldom  exceeding  -j^  an  inch 
in  length  and  if-^  in  width.  Both  species  of  Posidonomya  difi^er  in 
proportion  from  the  P.  minvta  of  the  European  Trias,  but  one  of 
them  strongly  resembles  tlie  P,  Bronnii  of  the  Lias,  although  of 
larger  dimensions. 

Prof.  Rogers  remarked  upon  the  uncertainty  which  exists  as  to 
the  true  nature  of  the  small  shell-like  fossils,  which  being  assumed 
as  molluscs,  have  been  referred  to  Bronn^s  genus  Posidonomya. 
But,  whatever  may  be  their  zoological  afilnities,  the  fossils  now 
under  consideration  have  great  interest,  as  affording  further  means 
not  only  of  comparing  together  the  mesozoic  belts  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  Virginia,  above  referred  to,  but  of  approximating  more 
justly  than  heretofore  to  the  age  of  the  so-called  New  Red  Sand- 
stone, or  Triassic  rocks  which  form  the  prolonged  belt  lying  further 
towards  the  west. 

In  the  report  of  Prof.  Emmons,  published  in  the  autumn  of  1852, 
mention  is  made  of  the  remains  of  Saurians  in  the  Deep  river  de- 
posits, as  well  as  of  the  Posidonia  and  Cypris,  and  of  an  Eqniae- 
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tites,  a  Lyoopodites  and  other  allied  forms,  together  witli  a  naked, 
rather  Bpinous  vegetable,  regarded  by  him  aa  a  oellalar  cryptoga- 
mons  plant. 

In  view  of  the  general  identity  of  the  fossils  thus  far  found  in 
the  Deep  river  and  the  Middle  Virginia  belt9,  with  those  of  the  most 
eastern  deposit  in  Virginia,  viz.,  that  including  the  coal  of  Chester- 
field, Prof.  Rogers  maintained  that  the  general  equivalency  of 
these  three  areas  may  be  regarded  as  established,  and  therefore  the 
Deep  river  belt  of  North  Carolina  as  well  as  the  Middle  Virginia 
belt  ought  to  be  placed  in  the  Jorasaic  series,  not  far  probably  above 
its  base. 

"Westeeit  Belt  op  North  Oabolina  and  Virqixia  and  its  ex- 
tension TOWARDS  THE  NoRTHSAST  FORMING  THE  BO-CAIXEO  NeW 

Ked  sandstone  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  Jersey, 

AND   probably   OP  THE   VaLLEY   OP   THE   CONNECTICUT. 

In  North  Carolina,  on  the  Dan  River,  where  the  rocks  include 
one  or  more  thin  seams  of  coal,  the  same  Cyprid»  or  Posidonisa 
are  found  in  great  numbers  in  some  of  the  fine-grained  shales 
and  black  fossil  slates.  The  latter  were  noticed  as  early  as  1839, 
by  Dr.  G.  W.  Boyd,  while  on  the  Virginia  Geological  Survey.  Re- 
garding this  fossil,  of  which  specimens  were  also  obtained  about 
the  same  time  from  the  middle  belt  in  Virginia,  as  identical  with 
the  Posidonia  of  the  Keuper,  Prof.  Rogers  had,  mnny  years  ago, 
announced  the  probability  that  a  part  or  all  of  the  great  western 
belt  was  of  the  age  of  the  Ti-ias,  instead  of  being  lower  in  the  Me- 
sozoio  series. 

Specimens  of  the  Posidonio)  and  Cypridce,  from  both  belts  in 
North  Carolina,  and  from  the  eastern  and  middle  belts  in  Virginia, 
were  exhibited  by  Prof.  Rogers  at  the  Albany  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 
can Association  of  Science  in  1851,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
close  relationship  between  these  deposits  in  geological  time.  Among 
the  specimens  from  the  Dan  river,  Prof.  Rogers  on  the  present  oc- 
casion referred  to  the  impression  of  a  Zamite  leaf  and  a  joint  of 
Equisetum  columnare.  Prof.  Emmons,  in  the  report  above  re- 
ferred to,  speaking  of  the  marly  slate  of  this  system,  says  "'  it  dif- 
fers in  no  respect  from  that  of  Deep  river,  bearing  the  same  fossili^, 
Posidonia  ana  Cypris,  in  great  abundance." 

In  the  belt  in  Virginia,  towards  the  Potomac  river,  Prof.  Rog- 
ers had  lately  found  immense  numbers  of  the  same  Posidonia  and 
CypridflB,  crowded  together  in  fine  argillaceous  shales,  and  at  sev- 
eral points  he  had  met,  in  the  more  sandy  rocks,  vegetable  impres- 
sions, which,  although  obscure,  are  strongly  suggestive  of  the  leaves 
of  Zamites. 

In  the  same  belt  in  Pennsylvania,  in  the  vicinity  of  Phenixville, 
early  last  spring,  Prof.  H.  D.  Rogers  discovered  Posidonise  in  great 
numbers  in  a  fissile  black  slate,  and  on  subsequent  examination,  the 
same  beds  were  found  to  contain  layers  crowded  with  the  casts  of 
Cypridce.    Along  with  these  are  multitudes  of  CoproUtes,  appar- 
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oitly  Sanrian,  resembling  in  size  and  form  the  Coprolites  found  in 
the  carbonaceons  bedti  on  Deep  river,  and  aJso  some  imperfect  im- 
pressions of  Zamite  leaves,  liiese  facts  Prof.  Rogers  considers  enf- 
ncient  to  identify,  as  one  formation,  the  disconnected  tracts  of  this 
belt  in  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and  the  great  prolonged  area 
of  the  so-called  New  Red  Sandstone  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and 
New  Jersey. 

As  to  the  geological  date  of  this  belt,  Prof.  Rogers  said,  that  the 
discovery  at  various  and  remote  points  of  its  coarse  of  Posidonias, 
Cypridfe,  and  Zatnites,  most  or  all  of  which  are  identical  with  these 
forms  in  the  eastern  middle  secondary  areas  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  makes  it  extremely  probable  that  these  rocks,  formerly 
referred  to  the  New  Red  Sandstone,  and  of  late  more  specially  to 
the  Trias,  are  of  Jurassic  date,  and  but  little  anterior  to  tnat  of  the 
Coal  Rocks  of  Eastern  Virginia. 

Prof.  Rogers  considered  the  frequent  occurrence  of  Cypridae  hi 
all  these  belts  as  a  strong  evidence  of  their  Jurassic  age.  While 
only  a  few  species  of  Cyprid»,  and  many  of  the  allied  genus  Cythe- 
rina  occur  in  the  Silurian  and  Carboniferous  rocks,  there  is  a  total 
absence  of  these  crustacean  remains  throughout  the  series  of  depos- 
its  extending  from  the  base  of  the  Permian  to  the  lower  limits  of 
the  Oolite.  But,  on  entering  the  latter,  the  Cypridie  reappear,  and 
become  very  abundant  there,  there  being  no  less  than  twelve  spe- 
cies known  to  belong  to  the  Oolite  formations  of  Europe. 

On  comparing  the  silicified  wood,  found  in  the  western  and  east- 
em  belts,  Prof.  Rogers  had  found  its  structure  to  be  the  same,  and 
to  agree  very  nearly  with  the  fossils  figured  by  Witham  under  the 
name  of  Peuce  Huttonia.  As  this  particular  structure  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  met  with  below  the  Lias,  and  occurs  in  that 
formation,  it  furnishes  another  argument  in  favor  of  the  Jorassio 
age  of  all  these  rocks. 

Prof.  Rogers  added  that  he  had  not  found  in  the  New  Red  Sand- 
stone of  the  Connecticut  Valley  either  the  Posidonia  or  Cypris,  al- 
though he  had  met  with  obscure  markings  which  he  was  inclined  to 
refer  to  the  latter.  He  had  however  satisfied  himself  that  one  of 
the  plants,  from  the  vicinity  of  Greenfield  in  Massachusetts,  was 
identical  with  the  form  in  the  Virginia  coal  rocks  referred  to  Lyco- 
podites,  and  probably  Z.  WilliamsanU;  and  that  among  the  other 
very  imperfect  impressions  associated  with  this  was  one  which  he 
regarded  as  the  leaf  of  a  Zamites. 

On  the  whole,  therefore.  Prof.  Rogers  concluded  that  the  addi- 
tional fossils  from  the  coal-bearing  rocks  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina  served  to  confirm  the  conclusion  of  their  being  of  Jurassic 
date,  and  that  the  fossils  thus  far  found  in  the  more  western  belt, 
and  its  extension  through  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  rendered 
it  proper  to  remove  it  from  the  Trias  and  place  it  also  in  the  Juras- 
sic period,  a  little  lower  probably  than  the  eastern  belt  of  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia ;  and  there  could  be  little  doubt,  he  thought, 
that  the  same  conclusion  would  apply  to  the  New  Red  Sandstone  of 
the  Connecticut  Valley. 
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The  following  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  bj  Prof.  Rogers 
to  Dr.  T.  Sterry  Hant,  Jane  8th,  1877,  is  taken  from  a  volume  of 
the  Second  Geological  Barvey  of  Pennsylvania,  1878.  Report  E,  on 
Azoic  Rocks,  by  T.  Sterry  Ilont,  pages  198  and  199. 

*^  The  sections  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  showing  yon  lately, 
illastrating  the  position  of  the  lower  Cambrian  beds  (our  Primal 
conglomerate,  etc.)  in  their  contact  with  the  crystalline  and  meta- 
morphio  rocks  of  the  Blue  Ridg^  in  Virginia,  form  part  of  a  series 
embracing  the  results  of  some  forty  transverse  explorations,  made 
during  and  since  the  Yirginia  geological  survey,  at  nearly  equal 
distances  across  the  chain,  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  the  North  Caro- 
lina line.  In  many  of  these  sections  the  unconformity  of  the  Cam- 
brian upon  and  against  the  crystalline  and  metamorphic  rocks  is 
unmistakable  and  conspicuous ;  the  lower  members  of  the  Primal 
being  seen  to  rest  on  the  slope  of  the  Ridge,  with  northwest  undu- 
lating dips  on  the  edges  of  the  southeastward-dipping  older  rocks. 
In  other  cases  the  primal  beds,  thrown  into  southeast  dips  in  the 
hills  which  flank  the  Blue  Ridge,  are  made  to  underlie,  with  more  or 
less  approximation  to  conformity,  the  older  rocks  forming  tlie  cen- 
tral mass  of  the  moantain.  But  even  in  those  instances  it  is,  I 
think,  not  difficult  to  discern  the  true  relations  of  the  strata.  As 
interesting  examples  of  the  phenomena  referred  to,  I  would  men- 
tion the  sections  exposed  at  Vestal's,  Gregory's,  Snickers  and  Ma- 
nassas gaps,  and  Jeremie's  Run,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Blue 
Ridge ;  and  at  Dry  Run,  Turks,  Tye  River,  White's,  James  River, 
Point  Lookout,  Fox  Creek  and  White-top  Mountain  gaps,  in  the 
middle  and  southwestern  prolongation  of  the  chain." 

This  letter  is  of  interest  as  referring  to  sections,  .illustrating  un- 
conformity of  certain  strata,  which  accompany  Prof.  Rogers'  geo- 
logical map  of  the  Virginias,  edited  by  Mr.  Jed.  Ilotchkiss,  and  pub- 
lished at  the  same  time  with  this  edition  of  the  Virginia  reports. 


In  the  Article  on  "  Analyses  of  Waters  of  the  Principal  Mineral 
Springs  of  Virginia  " — 

Page  552,  Sweet  Springs,  Monroe  Co.,  are  now  caUed  *^  Sweet 
Chalybeate." 

Page  556,  Warm  Springs,  Bath  Co.,  are  now  "  Wapn  Sulphur." 

Page  557,  Alum  Spring,  now  "  Rockbridge  Alum." 

In  the  Article  on  '*  Connection  of  Thermal  Springs  in  Virginia 
with  Anticlinal  Axes  and  Faults  " — 

Page  581,   Sweet    Alum    Springs  are   now  called    *' Healing 
Springs,"  and  Bath  Springs  are  now  "  Berkeley  Springs." 

Page  684,  Strickler's  Spring,  now   "Rockbridge  Baths,"  and 
Buford's  Gap  Springs,  now  "  Blue  Ridge  Springs." 
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marl,  665. 
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Alumina  in  rocks  and  clay,  70,  283, 

287. 
Alumina  in  springs,  see  Analyses  of 

springs. 
Alumina,  sulphate,  50, 101, 127,  180, 

426,  434. 
Alumina,  sulphide,  in  springs,  549. 
Alum  earth,  758. 

**    rock,  of  Jackson's  river,  101. 

"    springs,  see  Springs. 
Amber  associated  with  green  sand 

of  New  Jersey,  6. 
American  Journal  of  Science,  658. 
American  Philosophical  Soc.,  606. 
Ammonites,  6,  68,  172. 
Amygdaloid  of  Thornton's  gap,  462. 

**         varieties  of,  462. 
Analyses,  see  Coal,  Iron,  Limestone, 

Marl,  etc. 


Analyses  of  springs,  see  Springs. 
**        '*  specimens    for  cabinet 

proposed,  122. 
Analysis  not  always  suflncient  to  de- 
termine  the  value   of   hydraulic 

limestone,  94. 
Animal  deposit  in  springs,  589. 
Animal   remains    in  coal  rocks  of 

EastemVa.,  647,  658. 
Anticlinal  axes  of  Great  North  and 

Little  North  mts.,  591. 
Anticlinal  mountain  defined,  608. 
"        of  Peter's  mt,  725. 
**        valley,  including  thermal 

springs,  724. 
Anthracite  coal,  see  CoaL 
Antimony,  112. 
Apocrenic  acid,  549. 
Appalachian  chain,  identity  of  the 

undulations  with  earthquake  waves, 

682. 
Appalachian  chain,  origin  of  the  sup- 
posed  subterranean   undulations, 

and  manner  in  which  the  strata 

became  bent  and  dislocated,  627. 
Appalachian  chain,  predominance  of 

southeastern  dips,  605. 
Apparatus  for  analyzing  marl  and 

carbonates  in  general,  9-11. 
Appendix  to  report  for  1837,  186. 
Appropriation,  continuation  of,  544, 

545. 
Area,  36,  734. 

"    ccntenaria,  33,  36,  434. 

"    idonea,484. 

"    incile,  33,  434. 

"    protracta,  662. 

"    stilUddium,  484. 
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Arch,  see  Strata. 

Archaean,  717. 

**        rocks  of  Virginia,  note  on, 
722. 

Area  of  Appalachian  zone,  197. 

Arsenic,  112. 

Artemis,  S6,  734. 

''       acetabulum,  88,  434. 

Artesian  wdl  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
character  of  the  materials  at  dif- 
ferent depths,  734. 

Artesian  well,  depth  attained,  788. 

Asbestos,  72,  85,  90,  460,  469. 
'*       inepidotic  rocks,  461. 
"       ligniform,  etc.,  464. 

Ashmolean  Society,  678. 

Assistants,  arguments  for  continuing 
the  employment  of,  644. 

Association  of  American  Geologists 
and  Naturalists,  569, 577, 601, 607, 
644. 

Astarte,  887. 

"        undulata,  434. 
"       vidna,  484. 

Astrea,  large  specimen  described, 
(note).  667. 

Augite,  71. 

Auriferous  rocks,  see  Rocks. 

Auroral,  717. 

Auroral  rocks,  rarity  of  fossils  in, 
722. 

Auroral  rocks,  use  of  the  designation 
in  the  Table  of  Formations,  722. 

Axes,  anticlinal,  explanation  of,  203. 
**  **         tangential  or  hori- 

zontal force  an  inadequate  cause 
of,  625. 

Axes,  anticlinal,  theory  in  regard  to 
eleration  of,  by  M.  £lie  de  Beau- 
mont, 622. 

Axes  in  For.  IX,  860. 
"    "For.  IX  and  X,  226. 
"    of  Appalachian  chain,  624. 
«*    "  "  "    analogous 

phenomena  in  other  countries,  687. 

Axes  of  Appalachian  chain,  curving 
form  of,  621,  680,  681. 

Axes  of  Appalachian  chain,  date  of, 
636. 

Axes  of  Appalachian  chain,  distribu- 
tion into  groups,  617. 

Axes  of  Appalachian  chain,  great 
length  of,  620. 


Axes  of  Appaladiian  chain,  increas- 
ing interval  between,  as  we  ad- 
vance northwestward,  624. 
Axes  of  Appalachian  chain,  parallel- 
ism of,  618,  619,  620,  630. 
Axes  of  Appalachian  chain,  theory  of 

the  formation  of,  627,  628-630. 
Axes  of  front  ri<^e  of  Alleghany, 

849. 
Axes  of  Hassanutten  mts.,  220. 

**    '*  the  Blue  Ridge  region,  219, 

226,  849. 
Axes  of  the  Valley  region,  210, 218, 

831. 
Axes  of  Wales,  Sir  R.  Murchison  on, 

640. 
Axes,  synclinal,  explanation  of,  208. 
Axis,  anticlinal.  Warm  spring,  719. 

"     at  Draper's  mt.,  228. 

"     "  White  Sulphur  springs,  688. 

"     Briery,  859,  860. 

"     "  the  lowest  formation  seen  in 

For.  IX,  860. 
Axis,  Kingwood,  862. 

"      Negro  mt.,  861. 

^     of  Backbone  mt,  850,  859. 

"      "  Knobly  mt,  848. 

"      "  Laurel  hill,  869,  486. 

"      "  Uttle  North  mt,  226. 

<<      **  Malvern  hiUs,  Eng.,  688. 

"      "  Purgatory  mt.,  222. 

"      **  Sweet  Springs  valley,  616. 

"      "  Walker's  mt.,  141. 

"      "  Warm  Springs  mt.,  174. 

"      "  Will's  Creek  mt,  847. 

"    plane  defined,  609. 

^   Preston,  boundaries  of,  868. 

"    synclinal,  of  Fort  Lewis  mt, 

228,  725  (note). 
Axis,  synclinal,  of  Fort  mt,  728. 

"  Third  Hill   mts., 

226. 
Aaotized  organic  matter  in  springs, 

see  Analyses  of  springs. 

BalanidfB,  784. 
Barometer,  use  of,  198. 
Barometrical    observations    of    the 

heights  of  mts.  proposed,  120. 
Barvta,  carbonate,  97. 

"      sulphate,   81,  88,  97,   287, 

805. 
Basins,  see  Coal,  etc. 
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Belemnites,  6,  7. 

Big  coal  scam  of  Monongahela  teI- 

ley,  dimensions  of,  708. 
Bird's-eye  maple  slate,  see  Slate. 
Bittern,  absence  of,  in  Brine  springs 

of  Holston  valley,  142. 
Bitumen  in  coal  of  Botetourt  co., 

100. 
Bituminous  coal,  see  Coal. 
Black  flint  of  Kanawha  yalley,  878, 

882. 
Board  of  Public  Works,  22, 124, 148, 

190,  412,  638. 
Boiling-point  thermometer  used  in 

measuring  heights  of  mts.,  846. 
Bog  ore,  see  Iron. 
Bolanus,  889. 
Boston  Society  of  Natural  History, 

709. 
Boundaries  of  ancient  sea,  H.  D. 

Rogers  on,  166. 
Boundaries  of  ancient  ooast-line,  254, 

256. 
Boulders  of  cobble-stone  deposit,  710. 
Boulders,  sandstone,  420. 
Breccia,  472. 
Brine  springs,  142,  649. 
Bromides  in  springs,  see  Analyses  of 

springs. 
Bucdnum  Isequeatum,  484. 
Buhr  rook,  38,  178. 
Building  material,  132, 178, 479, 491, 

497,  506. 
Building  material,  Essex  co.,  81. 
'*  "        granitic    gneiss, 

289. 
Building  material,   limestone,   468, 

469. 
Building   material,  sandstone,   188, 

206. 
Building  slate  of  For.  X,  188. 

Cadent,  717. 
Calamites,  183,  651. 

"         arenaceus,  646,  649,  650. 

*'         planioostatus,  650. 

"         Suckowii,  660. 
"  Calcareous  manures,**  41. 
Calcareous  manure8,Mr.Ruffinon,  19. 
Calciferous  division,  717,  722. 
Cambrian,  717. 

''        Sir  B.  Murchison  on,  687, 
640. 


Candona,  720. 
Carapace,  766. 
Carbonaceous  strata  near  Richmond, 

Mr.  Maclure  on,  646. 
Carbonate  of  ammonia  in  marl,  279. 
"        of  uopper,  464. 
^        of  lime,  crystals  of,  resem- 
bling Dog-tooth  spar,  84. 
Carbonate  of  lime  in  marls,  see  Marls. 
"         "     **    in  rocks    on  the 

Potomac,  429. 
Carbonate  of  lime  in  Valley  lime- 
stones, 95. 
Carbonates,  apparatus  for  analyzing, 

10. 
Carbonates  in  springs,  see  Analyses 

of  springs. 
Carbonic  acid  in  springs,  see  Analyses 

of  springs. 
Carboniferous  group,  717. 
Carburetted  hydrogen  in  springs,  see 

Analyses  of  springs. 
Carditas,  436. 
Cardita  planicosta,  18,  G66. 
Cardium,  88. 

"        laequeatum,  671- 
**        magnum,  671. 
"        quadrans,  671. 
Caryophyllese,  102. 
Cascade  of  Falling  Spring  creek,  725. 
Catopterus  macrurus,  658. 
Catskill  Division.  717. 
Caves  in  Valley  limestone,  97,  764. 
Cement  used  for  James  river  canal, 

188. 
Cenozoic,  717. 
Chalcedony,  209,  462,  478. 
Chalk,  489. 

*^     absence  of,  in  Virginia  and 

New  Jersey,  6,  17. 
Chalk,  occurrence  of,  in  Europe,  17, 

489 
Chalky  marl,  271,  426. 
Chalybeate  springs,  see  Analyses  of 

springs. 
Chama,  86,  36,  42,  47, 162, 164, 165, 

885,  887. 
Chama  oongrcgata,  88,  889,  484. 

*^       corticosa,  434. 
Chama  in  Tertiary  marl  of  James 

river,  280. 
Chama,  presence  of,  a  guide  to  Tsln- 

ablo  marls,  18, 14. 
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Character  of  the  flexures  in  the  divl- 

sioDB  of  the  Appalachian  chain, 

609.- 
Charcoal,  445. 
Chazy  BiTision,  717. 
Chemung  Division,  717. 
Chert,  198,  199,  201,  204,  218. 

"     ofFor.  VI,  178. 
Chlorides  in  springs,  see  Analyses  of 

springs. 
Chloride  of  calcium,  see  Analyses  of 

springs. 
Chloride  of  iron,  see  Iron. 

**       of  magnesia,  see  Magnesia. 
Chlorite,  78,  83,  206,  285,  293,  296, 

456,  469,  462,  466,  481. 
Chlorite  described,  286. 
"       vems  of,  293. 
Chloritic  sand  of  Eocene  formation, 

667. 
Chloritic  slate  of  Carter's  mt,  465. 
Chrome  iron  ore,  468,  464. 
Chthonisothcrmal  line,  694. 
**  Classification  and  distribution  of 

the  older  rocks  of  Germany,''  Mur- 

chison  and  Sedgwick,  640. 
Chissification,  Prof.  Sedgwick's,  used, 

720. 
Clay,  88,  65. 

'*    add,  426,  436. 

"    analysis  of,  70. 

"    argillaceous,  of  Eocene  forma- 
tion, 666. 
Clay  associated  with  infusorial  earth, 

452. 
Clay,  calcareous,  260,  429. 

**    containing  casts  of  shells,  446. 

*'    containing  copperas  and   sul- 
phur, effect  of,  on  vegetation,  45. 
Clay  containing  fossils,  88,  436. 

**    ferruginous,  126, 260, 426,  428, 

486, 448. 
Clay  for  bricks,  49,  380. 

"    gypseous,  436, 437. 

"    in  marls,  60,  51, 126,  268, 426. 

"    ochreous,  64,  452. 

**    pipe,  260,  277,  283. 

*<    porcelain,  284,  315. 

**    rounded    masses    of,    at    Os- 
borne's ferry,  448. 
Clay,  siliceous,  283. 

•*    sulphate  of  iron  in,  50. 

**    sulphurous,  50,  426,  435, 446. 


Cliffs  at  Stratford  and  Chantilly,  420, 

428. 
Cliffs  at  Woodstock,  422. 

"     at  Yorktown,  87. 

'*     fossil  shells  in,  428. 

"      height  of,  on  Potomac,  428. 

•*     of  Eocene  formation,  666. 

"     of  New  river,  842. 

"     of  Rappahannock,  430. 

"      on  the  Cheat  river,  684. 
Clmton  group  (For  V),  613, 618,  717. 
Coal,  Abraham's  creek,  864,  866. 

"     adapted  to  the  manufacture  of 

iron,  135. 
Coal,  Alleghany  and  North  mt.  re- 
gion, 99. 
Coal,  analyses  of ,  100,  131,  136,  324, 

406-410,  626,  527,  633-535. 
Coal,  anthracite,  87,  93,  94,  98-100, 

160,  164,286,  324,722. 
Coal,  non-bituminous,  near  Leakes- 

ville,  N.  C,  324. 
Coal,  area  of,  in  Chesterfield,  Pow- 

hatan,  Ilcnrico,   and   Goochland, 

483. 
Coal,  area  of  lower  coal  measures 

south  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  641. 
Coal,  Springfield  and  Deep  run  basin, 

483. 
Coal,  Augusta  co.,  100. 

"     basin  of  Beaver  meadow,  618, 

'*        **    Easterner  Potomac,  361- 

856. 
Coal  basin,  explanation  of,  347. 

"         "     of  Kingwood,  362. 

'*        "     middle,  366-358. 

"        "     of  Mt  Carmel,  859. 

"        "     Preston,  868. 

"        "     Western,  858,  869. 

"    basins  between  Front  ridge  of 

Alleghany    and    Backbone   mt., 

847. 
Coal  basins  of  Preston  and  Monon- 
galia COS.,  369-362,  368,  408,  409. 
Coal  basins,  Will's  cr.  mt,  848. 
Coal,  beds  of    semi-bituminous,  in 

neighborhood  of  iron  ore,  96. 
Coal,  Berkeley,  analysis  of,  by  11.  D. 

Rogers,  100. 
Coal  between  Big  SewcU  and  Kanar 

wha,  406. 
Coal,  Big  Sandy,  868,  369. 

**     Big  Sewell  mt,  406. 
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Coal,  big  vein  at  PridcYale,  quality 
of  and  measurements  in,  708, 
704. 

Coal,  bituminous,  27,  28,  118,  117, 
130,  186,  815-327,  886,  880-382, 
437-445,  614. 

Coal,  bituminous,  of  Botetourt  oo., 
100. 

Coal,  bituminous,  of  For.  XI,  not 
likely  to  be  valuable,  186. 

Coal,  bituminous,  geological  rela- 
tions of  ,  118. 

Coal,  bituminous,  of  Wheeling,  117. 
'*    Black  Heath  mine,  63-66. 
"     Beyer's  mine,  498. 
"     Brantzburg,  368. 
"     Brushy  mt.,  Stroublc's  run,  etc., 
229. 

Coal,  Campbell's  creek,  Kanawha, 
879,  881. 

Coal,  cannel,  866,  490,  510. 
*'    Catawba  creek,  228. 
^     Cheat  mt.,  thickness  of,  117. 
"*     Cheat  river,  864,  865,  866. 
"     Chesterfield,  Powhatan,  Gooch- 
land, and  Henrico  basins,  583. 

Coal,  Chesterfield,  thickness  of  seams 
of,  63,  69. 

Coal,  Clarksburg,  410. 
*^     Cumberland  oo.,  69. 
"     Deep  run,  65,  446,  636. 
**    Deep  run  and  Springfield  pits, 
446. 

Coal,  DiflScult  creek,  869. 
"    diminished  thickness  of  seam 
below  mouth  of  Kanawha,  618. 

Coal,  directions  to  be  followed  in  ex- 
ploring for,  841,  846. 

Coal,  Eastern  or  Potomac  basin,  849, 
852. 

Coal,  Eastern  or  Potomac  basin, 
thickness  of  scams,  868,  854. 

Coal,  Elk-Gardcn  tract,  855. 

Coal-field  near  Richmond,  R.  C.  Tay- 
lor on,  646,  647. 

Coal-fields  of  Chesterfield  and  Pow- 
hatan, boundaries  of,  480,  482. 

Coal  from  near  the  Appomattox 
river,  634. 

Coal,  geology  of  bituminous  field  of 
the  primary  region,  62. 

Coal,  geological  position  of,  tt  Big 
Sewell  mt.,  842. 


Coal,  great  Importance  of  main  t 

on  Ohio,  617. 
Coal,  great  upper  seam,  discovery  of 

the  extension  of,  641. 
Coal,  Oreat  Kanawha,  in  vicinity  of 

salines,  117. 
Coal,  Great  Western  field,  118-117, 

406,  406. 
Coal,  Great  Western  field,  boundaries 

of,  116. 
Coal,  Great  Western    field,    lower 

group,  484,  487. 
Coal,  Great  Western  field,  order  of 

Bucoession  of  rocks  of,  115. 
Coal,  Great  Western  field,  sketch  of 

operationff  in,  484-486. 
Coal,  Great  Western  field,  structure 

and  rocks  of,  880-847. 
Coal,  Great  Western  field,  thickness 

in  upper  group,  604. 
Coal,  Great   Western   field,  undis- 
turbed condition  of  the  strata  of, 

114. 
Coal,    Great   Western   field,  upper 

group,  486. 
Coal,  gi*eat  width  of  Western  basin, 

350. 
Coal,  grouping  of  seams  in  Great 

Western  coal  region,  484. 
Coal,  Henrico  and  Goochland,  com- 
bustible value  of,  181. 
Coal,  highest  workable  seam  in  Mon- 
ongalia section,  602. 
Coal,  Hughes's  creek,  877. 

^    importance  of  preserving  speci- 
mens in  boring,  51. 
Coal,  impure  bituminous,  446. 

*^    in  Massanutten  range,  if  any, 

anthracite,  93. 
Coal  in  shaly  strata  of  For.  X,  188. 

^    from  the  Hampshire  and  Hardy 

basins,  407,  408. 
Coal,  Kanawha  valley,  874-888, 406, 

407. 
Coal,  Kanawha  valley,  position  and 

character  of  seams,  878,  874. 
Coal,  Keller's  or  Kelley's  creek,  878. 

**     Kingwood  basin,  boundaries  of, 

868,  864. 
Coal,  Kingwood  basin,  middle  scam, 

864. 
Coal,  Kingwood  basin,  upper  seams, 

865. 
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Coftl,  LewiBburg,  136. 
"     Little  North  mt.,  99, 
^    lower    group,    Western   fidd, 
485,  489,  490,  493. 

Coal,  lower  group  on  Ohio  rlTcr,  606- 
610. 

Coal,  lower  shale  and  sandstone 
group,  485. 

Ck>al,  lowest  seam  of  Potomac  basin, 
852. 

Goal  measures  of  Eastern  Virginia, 
referred  to  Oolite  series  in  England, 
646. 

Coal  measures  of  England,  remarks 
on,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Conjbeare,  750. 

Coal  measures  of  the  f  ridevale  re- 
gion, 684. 

Coal  measures  related  to  Lias  pe- 
riod, 642. 

Coal  measures,  rocks  inferior  to,  in 
Meadow  mt.,  372. 

Coal,  Middle  basin,  866,  857. 
"     Midlothian,  64,  69,  671-678. 
**     mines  in  which  results  in  re- 
gard to  temperature  have  been  ob- 
tained, 669. 

**   Montgomeiy  co.,  186. 
"    Montgomery  and  Wythe,  proba- 
bly referable  to  lowest  coal  series, 
160. 

Coal,  Aforgantown,  496, 
*^     Mr.  Ilarvey's  estate,  863. 
"     Mr.  Vandover's,  864. 
'*     Narrow  Back,  228. 
**     near  Charleston,  382. 
**       '*    WellsTilleontheOhio,508. 

Coal,  north  side  of  James  river,  634, 
636. 

Coal,  no  true  seam  of,  lower  in  the 
series  of  formations  than  X,  230. 

Coal  not  to  be  expected  in  Massanut- 
tcn  ranges,  159. 

Coal  of  Chesterfield,  etc.,  of  more  re- 
cent date  than  that  of  Great  West- 
ern coal  measures,  446. 

Coal  of  For.  X,  226,  228,  229,  885, 
336,  868. 

Coal  of  for.  XI,  866-369,  405-410. 
"    "     "    XI,    near    Lewisburg, 
185. 

Coal  of  For.  XII,  840,  342,  487. 
"    "     «*    Xm,  848, 845, 488-490, 
626,  527. 


Coal  of  For.  XIV,  498,  491 

"     "     "     XV,  498-604. 
Coal  of  Middle  secondary,  322,  479. 

"     "   Primary  region,  62-69. 

^    **  Monongahela  valley,  position 

of  eastern  margin  of,  870. 
Coal  of  Monongalia  valley,  tldcknesa 

of,  in  upper  group,  604. 
Coal  of  Secondary,  28. 

"      "        "  mode  of  minmg, 

67. 
Coal  of  Westphalia,  Europe,  640. 

"    on  Ohio  river,  498,  617,  618, 

619; 

Coal,  Oolite,  of  Eastern  Virginia, 
646. 

Coal,  Oolite,  of  Europe,  646. 
**    possible  depth  of,  near  Mid- 
lothian mine,  69. 

Coal  of  Pridevale  Co.,  extent  of,  702. 

Coal,  Preston  basin,  868. 

Coal,  Prince  Edward  co.,  69. 
^*    pseudo-anthracite,  27. 
**    raw,  use  of,  in  other  countries, 
136. 

Coal  rendered  lustrous  and  striated 
by  attrition,  100. 

Coal  resembling  coke,  827. 
**    Rider's  creek,  876. 
"    Rockingham  co.,  100. 
"    rocks  of  Deep  river,  766. 
*'    Savage  river,  853. 
*•    scam,  Mr.  Wickham*s,  68. 
"    seams  at  Guyandotte,  619. 
'*    second  and  tbird  seams  of  Poto- 
mac basin,  363. 

Coal,  sections  across  the  Monongalia 
valley,  486. 

Coal,  semi-bituminous,  100,  111,  186, 
852. 

Coal,  semi-bituminous,  of  region  im- 
mediately west  of  the  Valley, 
225. 

Coal,  semi-bituminous,  of  Catawba, 
136,  225. 

Coal,  semi-bituminous,  in  neighbor- 
hood of  Iron  ore,  96,  108,  164, 
200. 

Coal,  Sleepy  creek  and  Third  Hill 
mt.,  2^6. 

Coal,  Smither's  creek,  875. 

Coal,  south  Bide  of  James  river,  688, 
684. 
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Coal,  Stoney  riTer,  866. 
"    Stockton's  seam,  876-878. 
'*    thin  seam  south  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward 0.  H.,  827. 

Coal,  upper  group  or  For.  XV.,  498. 
'*     upper  series,  410. 
*'    upper  group  on  Ohio  river,  518- 
619. 

Goal,  upper  shale  and  sandstone 
group,  485. 

Goal,  Union  mine,  65. 
**    vertical  section,  379,  883. 
«    Vineyard  hiU,  879,  880,  881, 
882. 

Goal,  Westemport,  852. 
"    Witcher's  creek,  378. 

Coast-line,  ancient,  166,  254,  255. 

Cobble-stone  deposit  near  Richmond, 
49. 

Cobble-stone  deposit,  difficulty  in 
some  cases  of  discriminating  be- 
tween it  and  older  formations,  712. 

Cobble-stone  deposit,  geological  posi- 
tion of,  709,  713. 

Cobble-stone  deposit  not  to  bo  con- 
founded with  the  pebbly  beds  i-e- 
ferred  to  the  Upper  secondary, 
711. 

Cobble-stones  of  the  Virginia  de- 
posit not  striated  as  in  the  north- 
em  drift,  711. 

Coke  from  Chesterfield,  peculiar  char- 
acter and  composition  of,  536. 

Coke  of  the  neighborhood  of  James 
river,  character  and  thickness  of, 
677,  678. 

Coke  produced  by  intrusion  of  igne- 
ous rocks,  327. 

Collections  for  cabinet,  546. 

Column  illustrating  strata,  276. 

Condition  of  shells  in  the  Tertiary 
deposits,  33. 

Conferva  found  in  sulphureous  wa- 
ters of  Yorkshire,  Dr.  Lankester 
on  (note),  589. 

Conferva  in  sulphur  springs,  689. 

Conglomerate,  380,  477. 

Conglomerate  In  Middle  secondary 
exposed  on  James  river  canal,  318. 

Conglomerate  in  section  near  Aldie, 
477. 

Conglomerate  of  Albemarle  oo.,  85. 
••  "  Briery  axis,  360. 


Conglomerate  of  cool  measuioa  of 

the  Cheat  river,  688. 
Conglomerate  of  For.  X,  188,  851. 
«  "  For.  XII,  340,  848, 

849,  369,  862,  863,  868,  870. 
Conglomerate  of  For.  XII,  forming 

the  floor  of  coal  measures,  484. 
Conglomerate  of  For.  XIV,  494. 
Conglomerates  in  Middle  secondary, 

825,  471,  472,  479,  480. 
Conglomerates,  in  Upper  secondary, 

439,  442,  443. 
Conglomerates  of  Blue  Ridge,  815, 

820. 
Conglomerates  of  Kanawha  valley, 

874. 
Conglomerate  of  Kingwood  axis,  368. 
Copper,  88,  184,  479. 

**      caution  in  regard  to,  138, 
134. 
Copper,  cupreous  rock,  87,  88. 
**      early  mining  of,  87,  88. 
"      in  Middle  secondary,  not  like- 
ly to  be  of  economical  value,  480. 
Copper,  Taylor's  mine,  87. 

"      ores,  75,  87,  183,  285,  297. 
"         "     of  Blue  Ridge,  134. 
"      carbonate,    133,    134,  468, 
464,  476,  477,  479,  480. 
Copper,  phosphate,  480. 

**      sulphuret,  87,  133,480. 
Copperas,  45,  60,  127,  180,  279,  810, 

424,  436,  758. 
Copperas,  means  of  detection  in  clay, 

45. 
Copperas  springs,  sec  Springs. 
Coprolites,  767. 
Corbula,  432. 

'*        inequale,  429. 
Correspondence  in  regard  to  artesian 
well  at  Fortress  Monroe  by  Gen. 
A.  A.  Humphreys,  733. 
Correspondence  relating  to  Geol.  re- 
ports, 22,  124,  148,  190,  246,  412, 
538,  749. 
Correspondence  relating  to  Tertiary 

of  Virginia,  736. 
Coscinodiscus  apiculatus,  784,  785. 
"  concaTUS,  735. 

*'  disciger,  735. 

"  excavatus,  785. 

"  gemmlfer,  785. 

••  gigaa,  734. 
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Co6cinodl8CU8  heteroporus,  735. 
"  lineatus,  736. 

'*  marginatus,  7S6. 

"  minor,  736. 

**  omphalantfaus,  786. 

**  perforatus,  736. 

"  radiatus,  736. 

"  radiolatus,  736. 

'<  Btriatus,  736. 

"  velatufl,  786. 

Crag  of  EDgland,  the,  Mr.  Lyellon,  89. 
Craspedodiscus  GoscinodiBcufi,  786. 
Crassatella,  85,  42,  387. 

^*  capri-cranium,  486,  672. 

"  Maiylandica,  434. 

*'  melina,  434,  672. 

Ci-enic  acid,  549. 
Crcpidnla,  88,  85,  87,  88,  154,  886. 

"         coBtata,  87,  434. 
Cretaceous  formation  disclosed  in  ar- 
tesian  borings  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
738. 
CuculUea,  486. 
Cucullea  gigantea,  670. 
"        inccrta,  670. 
**       onochela,  669,  670. 
"       transversa,  670,  671. 
Cupreous  rock,  see  Copper. 
Cyanite,  72,  286,  288,  291,  306,  814, 

315. 
Cycaditcs,  656. 

Cycads,  stumps  of,  disoovered  at  Bal- 
timore by  Prof.  Tyson,  712. 
Cylindrical  markings  in  rocks  of  For- 
mations I  and  IV,  171,  175. 
Cypridae,  766,  768. 
Cythcrea,  154,  886. 
**       globosa,  669. 
"        lenticularis,  669. 
"        orata,  668. 
**       Poulsonii,  669. 
"       Sayana,  87. 
Cytbcrina,  768. 

Denuding  action  of  currents  at  west- 
em  limits  of  Eocene,  425. 

Denudation  in  Great  Western  coal 
region,  831. 

Deposit  marl,  see  Marl. 

Deposits  near  Paris,  observations  on, 
by  M.  Brogniart,  16. 

Deposits  near  Paris,  observations  on, 
by  M.  Cuvier,  16. 


Devonian,  717. 

Diatoms  in  infusoria  of  artesian 
borings  at  Fort  Monroe  identical 
with  those  of  the  Richmond  beds, 
788. 

Diatoms,  list  of,  from  artesian  well 
at  Fortress  Monroe,  735. 

Dictyocha  crux,  734. 

**  istaurodon,  786. 
"  Ponticulus,  786. 
"         speculum,  786. 

Diluvial  action  on  Miocene  marl,  665. 
"       deposit  of  James  river,  269. 

Diluvium,  264,  276,  424,  430,  431, 
432,  447,  448. 

Diluvium  of  For.  I,  451. 

Diluvium  of  the  Northern  Neck,  420, 
424. 

Diluvium  of  the  secondary  era,  447. 

Dimetian  rocks  of  Wales,  722. 

Divisions  of  Appalachian  chain  de- 
scribed, 608-606. 

Drift  from  For.  I,  449. 

Earthquake  in  Scotland,  633. 
"  of  Chili,  635. 

"  of  Lisbon,  632. 

*«  of  Ullah  Bund,  685. 

Earthquakes,  Calabria,  632. 

''  Mr.MltcheUon,  632. 

*'  the  origin  of  anticlinal 

axes,  634,  636. 
Earthquakes,  wave-like  motion  of  the 

earth  in,  632,  688. 
Eastern  or  Potomac  coal  basin,  352. 
Echelon,  98,  681,  689. 
Echinus  of  green  sand  deposit,  6. 
Elevation  in  Tertiary,  256. 
Encrini,  86,  94,  102,  106,  172,  178, 

180,  883,  611. 
Encrini  in  marble  of  senate  chamber 

in  Washington,  86. 
Eocene,  666-668. 
Eocene,  actual  superposition  of  the 

Miocene  on,  61. 
Eocene,  casts  of  fossils  in,  666. 

**       crystallized  gypsum  in,  1 7, 55. 

"       definition  of  term,  16. 

"       deposit,    thickness    of,    on 

James  river,  667. 
Eocene,  description  of  beds  of,  66. 
Eocene,  existence    of,   beneath  the 

Highlands,  etc.,  67. 


779 


Eocene,  existence  of,  throughout 
whole  breadth  of  state,  6*1. 

Eocene,  extent  and  commodious  po- 
sition of,  on  the  rivers,  67. 

Eocene  formation  in  Eastern  Vir- 
ginia announced,  666. 

Eocene  formation  of  Eastern  Ya.,  di- 
rection of,  across  the  state,  666. 

Eocene  formation  of  Ya.,  new  fossil 
shells  of,  described,  667-678. 

Eocene  formation,  shells  contained 
in  clay  qf,  666. 

Eocene  formation,  the  several  beds 
of,  66. 

Eocene,  fossils  peculiar  to,  18. 

Eocene,  gypseous  bed  forming  the 
upper  boundary  of,  260. 

Eocene,  juxtaposition  with  newer  Ter- 
tiary, 667. 

Eocene,  limits  of,  in  tracts  south  of 
James  river,  269,  263. 

Eocene,  limits  of,  on  the  Peninsula, 
421-425. 

Eocene  marl  district,  28,  29,  48. 
"      marl,  see  Marl 

Eocene  marls  of  the  Peninsula,  128, 
129. 

Eocene  of  Alabama,  16,  19. 
''      of  the  Peninsula,  484. 

Eocene  of  Yirginia  contains  some 
fossils  absent  from  that  of  Ala- 
bama, 19. 

Eocene  of  Vir^nia,  geographical  po- 
sition of,  17 

Eocene  on  the  Pamunkey  near  Piping 
Tree,  17,  26,  48,  61,  66,  67,  68, 
69,  129,  160,  268. 

Eocene  on  the  Potomac,  24, 126, 126, 

128,  184,  136,  160,  174,  176,  196, 
204,  209,  486.' 

Eocene  on  the  Rappahannock,  17, 80, 

66,  121,  126,  128,  160,  261,  268, 

266,  424,  426. 
Eocene  oyster,  64. 

**      strata  at  Woodstock,  422. 
Eocene  strata  of  James  river,  48,  61, 

65-68,   68,  77-82,  88,  121,  126, 

129,  132,  150,  204,  217,  260-262, 
266-269,  261. 

Eocene  Tertiary,  extent  of,  in  Yir- 
ginia, 17. 

Eocene,  thickness  of  strata  on  the 
Pamunkey,  63. 


Eocene,  upper  boundary  of,  260. 

**        western  boundary  of,  423. 

^       western  boundary,  irregular 

line  of,  426. 
Epidote,  84,  90,  206,  286,  291,  316, 

327,  829,  360,  361,  362,  863. 
Epidote,  crystals  of,  266,  462. 

**        in  pinkish  felspar,  469. 

"        in  slates,  293. 
Epidotic  rocks,  see  Rocks. 
Epidotic  rocks  of  Southwest  mt.,  461, 

466, 466. 
Epidotic  rocks,  mmeral  varieties  of, 

462. 
Epidotic  rocks,  soil  of,  463. 
Epsom  salts,  127. 
Equisetites,  648. 

'*  acutus,  649. 

Equisetum  arundiniformss,  649. 

^        columnare,  646,  648,  649, 

660,  766. 
Erosion,  709. 

Erroneous  application  of  term  Alle- 
ghany, 26,  110. 
'*  Essai  sur  les  Soul^vcments  Jurafr> 

siques,*'  par  U.  Thurman,  689. 
**  Essay    on   calcareous    manures,'* 

19. 
Estheria,  720,  726. 
Euodia  Barbadensis,  736. 
Eupodiscus  Argus,  736. 
Exoeyra  of  green  sand  deposit,  6,  7. 
Explorations,  plans  of,  for  1841, 640, 

541. 

Falcated  oyster,  6. 

"Farmers'  Register,"  S,  6,  9,  11, 14, 

41,  48,  58. 
Fasciolaria  nutabilis,  672. 

"         rhomboidea,  672. 
Fault  at  Augusta  springs  and  Brock's 

gap,  228. 
Fault  at  Crawford's  mt.,  226. 

"    at  Fort  Lewis  mt,  623. 

'*    great  extension  of  line  of,  into 

Tennessee,  728. 
Fault  in  the  northwest  of  the  Qrcat 

Yalley,  722,  726. 
Fault  of  Draper  mt.,  727. 
Faults,  64,  66,  210,  221,  228. 

*'      definition  of,  203. 

^      at  Peters's  and  East  River 

mts.,  588,  624,  725. 
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Faults,  great  extent  of,  west  of  Val- 
ley, 160. 

Faults  in  Appalachian  chain,  610, 
616,  617. 

Faults  in  coals  east  of  Blue  Ridge,  42, 
64. 

Faults,  lines  of,  in  the  Valley,  210. 
^    of  western  margin  of  the  Val- 
ley, 616. 

Feldspar,  70,  71,  72,  88,  90,  298,  296, 
810,  818,  826,  829,  466-469,  462, 

47a 

Feldspar  described,  284. 

*'       Teins  of,  in  beds  of  gneiss, 

467. 
Felspathic  day,  446. 
«*         sand,  448. 
Filicites  vittarioides,  667. 
Fire  brick,  284,  fi09. 

**      **  at  Freeman's  landing,  on 

Ohio,  609. 
Fire  clay,  284,  876,  706. 

"     **  columnar  structure  of,  677. 

"     **  of  coal  measures  of  the  Cheat 

river,  684,  691,  692. 
Fire  day  of  Pridevale  Co.,  706. 

"     **   stratum    of   carbonaceous, 

677. 
Fish  scales,  471,  668. 

"       **     in  bituminous  shales,  318. 
Ussurella,  33,  482. 

'^        catilliformis,  662. 
Flag  stones,  460. 
Flexure,  explanation  of  use  of  term, 

by  Mr.  Hopkins,  641. 
Flexures    broken    or    passing   into 

faults,  615. 
Flexures,  examples  of,  in  Appala- 
chian chain,  618. 
Flexures,  character  of,  in  each  of  the 

diyisiona   of  AppaUcfalan   chain, 

609. 
Flexures  in  the  Lewistown  valley  of 

Penn.,  618. 
Flexures,  iuTerted,  of  Appalachian 

chain,  613. 
Flexures,   normal,    of   Appalachian 

chain,  612,  613. 
Flexures  of  Appalachian  diain,  ori- 
gin of,  627. 
Flexures  of  the  strata  of  Appalachian 

chain,  and  law  of  their  gradation 

from  southeast  to  northwest,  607. 


Fleiures,  study  of,  unportant  in  ni* 
vcstigating  geological  ilynamicst 
617. 

Flint,  377,  378,  882,  886. 
**    forming  a  line  of  separation 
between    lower    and   upper  coal 
series,  845,  846. 

Flint,  hematite,  687. 
**    or  homstono  of  Kanawha  val- 
ley, 877. 

Flint  rook,  associated  with  coal  seamsi, 
877. 

Fluorspar,  218. 

Foraminifene,  734. 

Formations  bounding  tho  Valley  on 
the  west,  224. 

Formations  exposed  at  Jackson  river, 
723. 

Formations  met  with  east  of  the 
Primary,  487-489. 

Formations  of  series  belonging  to 
Appalachian  region  described  by 
numbers,  176-186, 197-203. 

Formations  of  the  Valley,  204,  206. 
"         of  Virginia,  table  of,  717. 

Fossil  bods  in  Surrey  co.,  42. 

**  flora  of  eastern  and  middle 
belts  of  Vii^nia  and  western  bdt 
of  North  Carolina,  dose  agreement 
in,  720. 

Fossil  impressions  In  bituminous 
shales,  569. 

Fossil  impressions  in  For.  IV,  175. 

Fossil  impressions  in  shales  of  Mid- 
dle secondary,  471. 

Fossil  impressions  in  slate  and  sand- 
stone of  Alleghany  and  North  mt. 
region,  102,  105. 

Fossil  plants,  culmifcrous,  376. 
"         "      of  Oolite  coal  rocks  of 
Eastern  Virginia,  648. 

Fossil  remains  of  Deep  river,  N.  C, 
Prof.  Emmons  on,  766. 

Fossil  shells,  impressions  of,  446. 
'^        ^*     impressions  of,  distinct 
in  Miocene  of  the  Peninsula,  427. 

Fossil  shells  in  shale  of  Middle  sec- 
ondary formation,  824. 

Fossil  shells  of  Acquia  creek,  426. 
**       **      of  Rappahannock  diifs, 
480. 

Fossil  shells,  small  proportion  of  r^ 
oent,  on  the  Peninsula,  663. 
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FossiU,  anmdinaoeouB,  375. 

**       contained  in  marl  of  Kanfli- 
mond  river,  269. 

Fossils,  difference  distinguishing  Eo- 
cene from  Miocene,  61. 

Fossils,  disposition  of,  in  Tertiary  dc- 
i>08its,  85. 

Fossils  from  artesian  borings  at  Fort 
Monroe,  735. 

Fossils  in  clay,  88. 

"     in  cobble-stone  deposit  of  Vir- 
ginia, 709. 

Fossils  in  Eocene  strata,  17. 
*'      in  For.  XI,  184. 
**      in  green  sand,  resemblance 
of,  in  different  localities,  6. 

Fossils  in  limestone  of  For.  YI,  178. 
'*      in  marl  of  the  Peninsula.  438. 
"      in  Middle  Tertiary  of  Lower 
Virginia,  12. 

Fossils  in  shales  of  Kanawha  yalley, 
877. 

Fossils  in  Tertiary,  disposition  of,  86. 
**      microscopic,  488. 
'*      of  Middle  Secondary,  resem- 
bling the  keuper  of  Europe,  647. 

Fossils  of  Tertiary,  nature  of  the  ma- 
terials in  which  they  are  embed- 
ded, 16. 

Fossils  of  the  coal  measures  of  East- 
ern Virginia,  648-658. 

Fossils  of  For.  I,  172. 
"      «  King's  mill,  85. 
*^      vegetable,  in  coal  measures, 
880  881 

Freestone,  132,  838,  424,  448,  445. 
"       on  the  Rappahannock,  132. 
<*       at  the  margin  of   Eocene 
strata,  424. 

Fucoides,  94,  175,  183. 

Fucus,  94. 

Fulgur  carica,  434. 

Fuller's  earth,  449. 

Fusufl,  88. 

**      longffivis,  18,  666. 
*'      parilts,  434. 
**      quadricostatus,  484. 
"      tctricus,  38. 

Galena,  sec  Lead. 
Galeocerda  lateralis,  734. 
Gallionella  sulcata,  784. 
Garnet,  78, 287,  288. 


Garnet  slate,  see  Slate. 

Gases  in  mineral  springs,  649-564, 
686,  588-591. 

General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  acts 
of,  762. 

Genesee  division,  717. 

Geodes,  65. 

Geographical  description  of  Appala- 
chian chain,  601. 

Geographical  description  of  Appala- 
chian Valley,  603. 

Geological  column  explained,  265, 
266. 

Geological  description  of  For.  I,  1G7, 
197. 

Geological  description  of  For.  II,  1G9, 
198. 

Geological  description  of  For.  Ill, 
173,  198. 

Geological  description  of  For.,  IV 
175,  198. 

Geological  description  of  For.  V,  177, 
198. 

Geological   description  of  For.  VI, 

178,  199. 

Geological  description  of  For.  Vil, 

179,  199. 

Geological  description  of  For.  VIII, 

179,  199. 
Geological  description  of  For.  IK, 

182,  200. 

Geological  description  of  For.  X,  188, 

200. 
Geological  description  of  For.  XI, 

183,  201. 

Geological  description  of  For.  XU, 
185. 

Geological  description  of  For.  XIII, 
197-202. 

Geological  description  of  For.  XIV, 
197. 

Geological  divisions,  boundaries  of, 
25-28. 

Geological  divisions  of  Great  Appa- 
lachian Belt,  602-612. 

Gcoloeical  divisions  of  North  Ameri- 
ca, Mr.  Macluro  on,  26. 

Geological  epoch  of  Middle  Second- 
ary, 317. 

Geological  map,  see  Map. 

Geological  position  of  Thermal 
springs,  580,  681,  583,  684. 

Geological  Bailway  Guide,  788. 
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"  Geological  Relations  of  the  South 
of  Ireland,"  bj  Thomas  Weaver, 
Esq.,  63A 

Geological  Society  of  London,  pro- 
ceedings of,  640,  666. 

Geological  surrey  of  Maryland,  19. 
"  **      "  Penn.,  184. 

•*  "      "  Virginia,  recom- 

mended by  Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers  in 
report  of  committee,  7&4. 

Geological  survey,  proposed  plan  of, 
120. 

Geological  surveys  of  other  countries 
and  states,  756. 

Geology,  first,  second,  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  general  diTisions  of  the 
state,  26-28. 

Geology  of  Blue  Ridge,  26,  166. 
"         "  Holston  valley,  140-148. 
"         "  Little  North  mt.,  723. 
"         "  New  Jersey,  final  report 
on,  40,  606. 

Geology  of  northern  district  between 
the  Blue  Ridge  and  head  of  tide, 
465. 

Geology  of  region  south  of  James 
river,  261. 

Geology  of  region  west  of  Blue  Ridge, 
167-186. 

Geology  of  southern  district  east  of 
the  Blue  Ridge,  281,  282. 

Geology  of  the  Pridevale  district, 
683. 

Geology  of  t  he  Valley,  92,  97,  196, 
203,  224,  292,  297. 

Geology  of  west  flank  of  Blue  Ridge, 
83;  89. 

Geology,  intricacy  of,  in  region  west 
of  the  Valley,  134. 

Geology  of  counties  east  of  Chesar 
peake  bay,  643. 

Geology  of  Great  Western  coal  re- 
gion, 380-835,  484-486. 

Goolo^  of  Great  Western  coal  re- 
gion, strata  comprised  in  the  three 
lower  groups,  486-804. 

Geology  of  Great  Western  coal  re- 
gion, For.  X,  835-336. 

Geology  of  Great  Western  coal  re- 
gion. For.  XI,  886-889. 

Geology  of  Great  Western  coal  re- 
gion, For.  Xir,  840-842,  487. 

Geology  of  Great  Western  coal  re- 


gion,   For.  Xm,    842-847,  487- 
491. 

Geology  of  Great  Western  coal  re- 
gion. For.  XIV,  491-497. 

Geology  of  Great  Western  coal  re- 
gion. For.  XV,  498-604. 

Geology  of  Appalachian  region,  in- 
tricacy of,  194. 

Geology  of  Appalachian  region,  rocks 
of  the  formations  from  I  to  XIII 
described,  197-203. 

Geology  of  Yorkshire,  Eng.,  649, 656. 

Glacial  action,  711. 

Gneiss,  66,  71,  78,  286,  288,  465, 
721. 

Gneiss,  arenaceous,  290,  316. 

"      argillaceous,    at    Greenway, 
80S. 

Gneiss  at  falls  of  the  Rappahannock, 
724. 

Gneiss  at  Petersburg,  alternations  in 
dip  of,  458. 

Gneiss  at  Richmond,  71. 

*♦      "  Willis's  mt.,  290,  291. 
«•      "  Woods  mt.,  290. 
"    chloritic,  469. 
'<    described,  288. 
^    exposures  of,  on  the  Jamee, 
Appomattox,  and  Rappahannock 
rivers,  456. 

Gneiss,  feldspathic,   290,   315,  827, 

458,  482. 

Gneiss,  granitic,  289,  456. 

**     highly  ornamental  variety  of, 
457. 
Gneiss,  homblendic,  290,  827,  458, 

459,  481,  482. 
Gneiss,  kyanitic,  290. 

"     micaceous,  291,  808, 806, 314. 
^     of  northern  district  east  of 
Blue  Ridge,  455,  458. 
Gneiss  of  Pittsylvania  co.,  290. 
*«      *'  the  northern  district  cast 
of  the  Blue  Ridge,  geological  posi- 
tion and  character  of,  455,  456. 
Gneiss,  pseudo,  294,  459,  465. 

"      quarries  of ,  7 1, 288, 289,  290, 
457. 
Gneiss,  quartzose,  291,  314. 

"      rounded  form  of  hill  of,  289. 
"      syenitic,  457. 
"      variety  of,  at  Danville,  289. 
Gneissoid  sandstone  465. 
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Gncissoid  Bandstonc,  decomposition 
of,  2U5. 

Qncissoid  soodstone  described^  294. 
•*  "  of     Albemarle 

CO.  as  a  building  material,  295. 

Gneissoid  sandstone,  quarries  of,  296. 

Gneiasoid  sandstone  used  in  locks 
of  James  River  canal,  295. 

Gold  belt,  719. 
**    caution  to  be  observed  in  re- 
gard to,  132. 

Gold,  locality  of,  in  northern  Pri- 
mary district,  469. 

Gold  mines,  75,  76. 
^    of  Buckingham  co.,  814. 
"    old  workings  of,  728. 
"    quartz,  74,  77,  80,  309. 
"    re^on,  27,  78,  79,  131. 
"    veins,  79. 

Goniatites,  172. 

Goniothecium  odontella,  735. 

Granite,  721. 

"       chloritic,  813. 
"       described,  287. 
"       epidotic,  318. 
"      near  Petersburg,  71. 
**       stratified,  66. 
"       talcose,  825. 
<*       unstratified,  288. 
.  **       veins  of,  in  gneiss,  467. 

Graphical  department,  193. 

Gravel  and  cobble-stone  deposits  of 
Virginia  and  the  Middle  States, 
cause  of  formation  of,  71 1. 

Gravel  deposit,  extent  of,  at  Washing- 
ington,  710. 

Gravel  deposit  near  Richmond,  49. 
"  "       of   Washington    and 

Richmond,  709. 

Great  conglomerate  and  Conglomer- 
ate coal  group,  717. 

Grcenbriar  limestone,  717. 
"         shales,  717. 

Green  sand  alternating  witli  chalk  in 
■European  localities,  6. 

Green  sand,  analyses  of,  8. 

Green  sand  as  a  manure,  6,  8,  18, 
14,  67-69,  119. 

Green  sand  deposit  of  Maryland,  19. 

Green  sand,  discovery  of,  in  Eastern 
Virginia,  8,  11,  768. 

Green  sand  cUstinguished  from 
greenish  days,  61. 


Green  sand,  general  aspect  of,  7. 

Green  sand,  general  occurrence  of,  in 
marl  beds,  4. 

Green  sand,  geological  period  of,  6. 
**        "      how  recognized,  4. 

Green  sand  in  blue  and  yellow  marl, 
276. 

Green  sand  in  deposit  overlying  Mio- 
cene shell  marl,  666. 

Green  sand  in  Eocene  marl,  166, 260, 
264,  267,  666. 

Green  sand  in  Maryland,  Prof.  Buca- 
tel  on,  19. 

Green  sand  In  Miocene  marls,  44, 
161-166, 166,  267,  885-389,  482. 

Green  sand ;  its  effect  on  grass  and 
clover  crops,  8. 

Green  sand  less  abundant  in  Mio- 
cene than  Eocene,  267. 

Green  sand,  localities  of,  on  James 
river,  4. 

Green  sand  marl  not  generally  con- 
taining calcareous  matter,  7. 

Green    sand    marls,  table  showing 
composition  of,  60. 

Green  sand,  M.  Berthicr  on,  8. 

Green  sand,  note  on  the  fertilizing 
efficacy  of,  119. 

Green  sand  not  found  in  all  Eocene 
marl,  68. 

Green  sand,  observations  on,  by  Mr. 
Ed.  Ruffin,  16. 

Green  sand  of  neighborhood  of  New- 
castle, 64. 

Green  sand  of  New  Jersey,  6,  7,  16, 
59. 

Green  sand  of  New  Jersey,  Prof.  II. 
D.  Ro?;erson,  59,  119.  ' 

Green  sand  of  Williamsburg,  4,  13. 
"        "      "  York  river,  4. 
"        "      on  Potomac,  422. 
"        '*      "  Rappahannock,  424. 

Green  sand,  quantity  used  per  acre 
as  manure,  8. 

Green  sand,  resemblance  to  chlorite, 
286. 

Green  sand,  Seybcrt  of  Phila.  on,  8. 

Green  sand,  value  of,  on  soil  of  Pine 
Barren,  9. 

Greenstone,  see  Trap. 

Grindstones,  188. 

Grit,  Sbawimgunk,  613. 

Grits  of  Chesterfield,  etc.,  718. 
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Grits  of  coalfields  of  Eastern  Yir- 
ginia,  645. 

Gryphea,  6,  7. 

**         of  green-sand  deposit,  6. 

Gun  flint,  439. 

Gunpowder  marl,  7. 

Gypseous  earth,  casts  of  shells  in, 
666. 

Gypsum,  19,  108,  110, 112, 118, 164, 
165,  264,  430,  486,  453,  768. 

Gypsum  as  a  manure,  50,  127-129, 
182. 

Gypsum  associated  with  green  sand 
marl,  56-60. 

Gypsum,  crystallized,  55,  260,  427, 
455. 

Gypsum  in  Alleghany  and  North  mt. 
region,  108. 

Gypsum  in  cayes,  108. 

Gypsum  in  marl,  19,  127,  426,  427. 
"        in  slates  of  For.  VIII,  182. 
*'        in  valley  of  the  Ilolston, 
141,  177,  726. 

Gypsum  of  For.  VIII,  180,  182,  200. 

Gypsum,  origin  of,  in  Holston  val- 
ley, 141. 

Gypsum,  spiculs  of,  in  cliffs  of  Rap- 
pahannock, 430. 

Hamilton  division,  717. 
Height  of  Teak  of  Otter,  416. 

"       "  White  Top  mt,  416. 
Heliopelta,  735. 
Hcterocercal  fish,  647. 
Highest  mt.  peak,  416. 
Histoiy  of  the  early  explanations  of 

the  southeasterly  dip  in  the  Great 

Appalachian  valley,  606. 
Hornblende,  72,  83,  88,  91,  285,  288, 

292,  329,  456. 
Hornblende  described,  285. 
Hornblende  in  gneiss  east  of  Blue 

Kidge,  458. 
Homstone,  198,  345,  877,  382. 
Hot-air  blast  in  smelting  with  raw 

coal,  101. 
Hot^r  blast,  M.  Berthicr  on,  186. 
House    of    Delegates   of  Va.,  538, 

749. 
Hudson  River  division,  717. 
Hydraulic  cement,  216. 

"  "        of  For.  XI,  339. 

"         lime,  see  Lime. 


Hydrogen,  carboretted,  see  Analyws 

of  springs. 
Hydrogen,  sulphuretted,  see  Analy. 

ses  of  springs. 
Hydrogen  in  thermal  springs,  549, 

550,  551,  552. 
Hydrographic  observations  advised, 

121. 
Hydrosulphuret,    see   Analyses    of 

springs. 
Hypogene  rocks,  585,  680. 

Ideal  section,  Plate  III  described, 
608,  609. 

Igneous  action  on  coal,  585, 677,  678. 
"  *'     on  rocks  of  the  Mid- 

dle secondary,  479. 

Igneous  action  on  strata  of  South- 
west mt,  466. 

Igneous  rocks,  see  Rocks. 

Igneous  rocks,  absence  of,  in  Appa- 
lachian region,  596. 

Igneous  rocks  occurring  in  Middle 
secondary,  828,  476. 

niustrations    of  the    strata  in  the 
geological  column,  276. 

Infusoria,  439,  450-452,  736. 

Infusoria,  £hrenbetg*s  researches  in, 
489. 

Infusorial  earth,  738. 

"  "     described,  439, 450. 

Infusorial  earth,  microscopic  forma 
in,  450. 

Infusorial  deposit  first  discovered  in 
older  Tertiary  of  U.  S.,  439,  450. 

Infusorial  stratum  near  Richmond, 
449. 

Infusorial  stratum,  geological  posi- 
tion of,  451. 

Infusorial    stratum,    thickness    of, 
452. 

Inverted  flexures,  examples  of,  in 
Appalachian  chain,  614. 

Inverted  flexures  of  Little  North  mt, 
623. 

Iodides,  see  Analyses  of  springs. 

Iron,  carbonate,  495,  698,  694,  697. 

Iron,  effects  of,  upon   soils.  Prof. 
Hitchcock  on,  752. 

Iron,  hydrated  peroxide,  207,  208, 
220,  487,. 489,  527,  532. 

Iron  ore,  86, 88,  55,  79, 102, 108, 117, 
132,  158,  161,  163,  169,  172,  174, 
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179,  181,  186,  192,  219,  221,  848, 

832,  839,  343,  844,  846,  858,  724. 
Iron  ore,  Analyses  of,  81,  181,  287- 

243,  627-682. 
Iron  ore,  argillaceous,  376,  881,  388. 
Iron    ore    associated  with  coiil  of 

Chesterfield,  131. 
Iron  ore  associated  with  gold  veins, 

79. 
Iron  ore  associated  with  red  and  va- 
riegated shales,  169. 
Iron  ore,  Bath  furnace,  242. 
"      "    bog,  311,  696. 
"      "    brown  oxide,  692,  694. 
"      »»    chrome,  463,  464. 
Iron  ore,  composition  of,  at  Crawford 

mt.,  241. 
Iron  ore,  composition  of,  at  Cotopazi 

mine,  Rockbridge  co.,  239. 
Iron  ore,  composition  of,  from  For- 

rer's  furnace,  Rockingham  co.,  288. 
Iron  ore,  extent  of,  in  Appalachian 

region,  136. 
Iron  ore,  fossiliferous,  117,  200,  867, 

631,  724. 
Iron  ore,  fossiliferous  calcareous,  in 

For.  V,  199,  288. 
Iron  ore,  geological  position  of,  at 

Woodgrove,  Cheat,  696. 
Iron  ore,  hematite,  69,  72,  80,  06, 

102,  131,  209,  629-680,  685,  691, 

694,  723,  724. 
Iron  ore,  hematite,  of  Bear  Knob,  209. 
Iron  ore,  honeycomb,  96,  844. 
Iron  ore  included    in    black   band 

shale,  690. 
Iron  ore  in  neighborhood  of  semi- 
bituminous  coal,  96. 
Iron  ore,  kidney  form,    882,   408, 

404. 
Iron  ore,  lenticular,  881. 
**      "    limestone  ore  bed,  691. 
Iron  ore,  magnetic,  69,  80,  87,  810- 

812,  463-469. 
Iron  ore,  magnetic,  near  Maysville, 

812. 
Iron  ore,  magnetic  oxide,  310,  312. 
Iron  ore,  magnetic  oxide,  per  cent  of 

metallic  iron  in,  310. 
Iron  ore,  micaceous,  87,  810,  811. 
"      "  "         oxide,  810. 

**      "    near  Luray,  217. 
Iron  ore,  nodular,  201,208,  864, 866, 


866,  871,  880,  432,  498,  607,  680^ 
632,  692. 

Iron  ore,  nodular  carbonate,  686. 
**     **   numerous  beds  of,  in  Ap- 
palachian region,  186. 

Iron  ore,  ochreous,  809,  811,  312, 
628,  630. 

Iron  oro  of  Alleghany  rogion,  value 
of,  161. 

Iron  ore  of  Big  Sandy  river,  £69. 
"     "    **  Buffalo  ridge,  87. 
"     "    "  Decker's  creek,  871,  372. 
"     "    "  Deep  Hollow  run.  King- 
wood  basin,  867. 

Iron  ore  of  Draper's  and  Lick  mts,, 
228. 

Iron  ore  of  Grayson  and  Wythe 
yielding  steel  by  usual  process  of 
smelting,  118. 

Iron  ore  of  Henry  Clay  and  Green- 
ville fumnoe.  Cheat,  871. 

Iron  ore  of  Limestone  ore  belt,  Cheat, 
691. 

Iron  ore  of  Mossy  creek,  Rocking- 
ham CO.,  218. 

Iron  ore  of  neighborhood  of  Morgan- 
town,  867. 

Iron  ore  of  Poplar  Camp  and  Iron 
mts.,  164. 

Iron  ore  of  south  side  of  FowclPs 
ridge,  242. 

Iron  ore  of  west  side  of  Knobly  mt, 
242. 

Iron  ore,  pipe,  96,  117,  173,  179, 
181,  186,  192,  219,  221. 

Iron  ore,  red  belt,  686,  700. 

Iron  ore,  rock  or  sandstone,  689. 
"     "    Btalactitic,  629. 
"     **    use  of  hot-air-blast  in  smelt- 
ing with  raw  coal,  136. 

Iron  ore  valuable  for  smelting,  87. 

Iron  ores  appertaining  to  For.  Ill, 
174. 

Iron  ores  associated  with  rocks  of 
For.  I,  169,  207,  208,  209. 

Iron  ores  at  the  junction  of  Fors.  Ill 
and  IV,  176,  222,  228,  224. 

Iron  ores,  brown  and  ochreous  of 
Buckingham  co.,  811. 

Iron  ores  from  the  Primary,  com- 
position of,  627,  528. 

Iron  ores,  inJferior  variety  In  Fors. 
Vm  and  IX,  181,  200. 
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Iron  ores  in  rocks  of  For.  IT,  173, 198. 

*«     «  "    of  For.  IV,  198. 

"     "  "    of  For.  VII.  179, 

199. 
Iron  ores  in  rocks  of  For.  VIII,  ISl, 

200,  724. 

Iron  ores  in  rocks  of  For.  XI,  186, 

201,  889. 

Iron  ores  of  For.  I,  238,  239,  529, 

530. 
Iron  ores  of  For.  II,  217,  218,  240, 

530,  631. 
Iron  ores  of  For.  Ill,  220,  221,  240- 

242. 
Iron  ores  of  For.  V,  177,  221,  «42, 

681,  724. 
Iron  ores  of  For.  VII,  237,  242,  248. 

**      "     of  For.  XI,  401,  402. 

"     "    of  For.  XIII,  343,  344, 487, 

488,  489,  490. 
Iron  ores  of  For.  XIV,  491, 493, 494, 

496. 
Iron  ores  of  Alleghany  and  North  mt. 

region,  102,  108. 
Iron  ores  of  Amherst  co.,  811. 

"     "     "  Campbell  co.,  311. 

"     "     "  FrankUn  co.,  812. 

"     "     "  Kingwood    basin,    864, 

367,  871. 
Iron  ores  of  Laurel  Hill  axis,  869, 

871,  372. 
Iron  ores  of  Lanrel  Hill,  chemical 

character  of,  696. 
Iron  ores  of  Little  Fort  valley,  221, 

24L 
Iron  ores  of  Massanuttcn  rotfl.,  1 59. 

"     "     "  the  Cheat  river,  864. 

u     u     u    14      ti        (I       geolog- 
ical position  of,  694. 
Iron  ores  of  the  Cheat  river,  heavy 

blue,  689. 
Iron  ores  of  the  Cheat  river,  ponder- 

ous  nodular,  697. 
Iron  ores  of  the  Cheat  river,  vegeta- 
ble impressions  in,  371. 
Iron  oros  of  the  Cheat  river,  Big  coal 

groap,  693. 
Iron  ores  of  the  Cheat  river,  Haines 

group,  693. 
Iron  ores  of  the  Cheat  river,  Kartin 

group,  685. 
Iron  ores  of  the  Cheat  river,  Norris 

group,  69  L 


Iron  ores  of  the  Cheat  river,  Snake- 
den  group,  698. 

Iron  ores  of  the  Cheat  river.  Strata 
ford  group,  689. 

Iron  ores  of  the  Pridevalc  Co.,  684, 
685,  689,  691,  692,  698,  696. 

Iron  ores  of  the  Pridevale  Co.,  best 
method  of  mining,  700. 

Iron  ores  of  the  Pridevale  Co.,  gen- 
eral remarks  on,  699. 

Iron  ores  of  the  Valley,  96, 287-248. 
"  "  of  western  coal  measures, 
401,  403,  404,  405,  485,  487,  488, 
491,  494,  501,  531,  632. 

Iron,  oxide,  in  rocks,  30,  284,  285, 
286,  287,  809,  312. 

Iron,  oxide,  in  limestone,  237,  889- 
401,  519-526. 

Iron,  protocarbonate,  339,  872, 487- 
491. 

Iron,  protoxide,  137,  188. 
**    protoxide,  in  green  sand,  14. 
"    pyrites,  76,  84,  88,  97, 101, 1 73, 
180,  290,  292,  804,  809,  881,  893, 
400,  402,  444,  466,  460,  469. 

Iron  pyrites  in  gneiss,  290. 
"        **      in  slate,  etc.,  180,  809. 

Iron  rock,  see  Trap. 

Iron,  silicate,  32,  666. 

Iron  stone,  condition  of  fossil  im* 
pressions  in,  427. 

Iron  stone  near  Stcvcnsbarg,  479. 

Iron,  sulphate,  in  marl  beds,  44, 260, 
279,  426,  427,  430,  434. 

Iron,  sulphuret,  in  crystals,  97,  290. 
"  works  at  Buckingham  C.  H.,  78. 
•*        **     of  Shenandoah,  207. 

Isocardia  fratema,  86,  429,  434. 

Jasper  of  Thomton*s  gap,  462. 

Journal  of  Academy  of  Natural  Sci- 
ences, 686. 

Journal  of  House  of  Delegates,  749. 

Journal  of  Science,  46. 

"  Journal  of  Travels  in  South  Amer- 
ica,"  Darwin,  634. 

Jurassic  age  of  coal-bearing  rocks  of 
Va.  and  N.  Carolina,  768. 

JurasBo-cretaoeous,  717. 

"  "  explanation     of 

term,  718. 

Jurasso-cretaccous  formation  in  bor- 
ings at  Fort  Monroe,  738, 
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Jurasso-cretaceoQfl,  resemblance  of, 
to  Wealden  of  Europe,  718. 

Jorafiso-triassic,  717. 

"  "        term  used  for  Mid- 

dle secondary  rocks  of  Virginia, 
718, 

Kaolin,  73,89,  711. 
**      analysis  of,  78. 
*^      forming  the  cement  of  sand- 
stone pebbles  of  Upper  secondary, 
711. 

Keuper,  647,  767. 

Eeweenian  series  of  northern  Michi- 
gan, 722. 

Kidney  ore,  see  Iron. 

Kyanite,  see  Cyanite. 

Lake  at  Salt  Pond  mountain,  109. 
t(    li      44      44  44         height 

of,  726. 
Laminae  of  coal  in  For.  X,  1 83. 
Law  of  structure  of    Appalachian 

chain,  606,  609. 
Law   of   the   position  of   thermal 

springs,  602,  694. 
Leaf-tripoli,  439,  460. 
Lead,  110,  166. 

**     mines,  139,  216. 

"        "       of  AusUnville,  726. 
Lead  ore,  27,  76,  88,  139,  140, 164, 

178,  218. 
Lead  ore,  carbonate.  111,  189. 

"      "    cat's  tooth,  139. 

"      ♦«    in  For.  II,  173,  198. 

«     **    method  used  in  smelting, 

112. 
Lead  ore,  sulphurct,  in  veins  of  chalky 

limestone,  112. 
Lead  ore,  sulphuret,  or  galena,  88, 

111,  139. 
Lead  ore,  sulphuret,  containing  prob- 
ably antimony  and  arsenic,  112. 
Lead  ore,  wasteful  method  of  mining, 

140. 
Lead  ores,  various  colored,  139. 
Lead,  phosphate,  in  ciystals  139. 
LepidcKlrendron,  488. 
Levant,  717. 
Levis  Division,  7 17. 
Lias,  642. 
Lignite,  6,  7,  70,  868,  429,  487,  445, 

471. 


Lignite  associated  with  green  sand. 

Lignite  in  slate  of  Upper  secondary, 

444,  445. 
Lime  as  manure,  91,  94. 

*^      carbonate,  in  clay,  70. 

**  "        inEoccne  marls,  156. 

**  "        in  iron  ores  of  For. 

XI,  401,  402,  404. 
Lime,  carbonate,  in  limestone  from 

LouisvUle,  Ky.,  237. 
Lime,  carbonate,  in  limestones  of  the 

Valley,  92, 188,  169, 170,  172, 231. 
lime,  carbonate,  in  mineral  springs, 

see  Analyses  of  springs. 
Lime,  carbonate,  in  Miocene  marls, 

161,  166. 
Lime,  carbonate,  in  oyster  shells,  42. 

"  '*  in  rock  near  Lees- 

burg,  477. 
Lime,  carbonate,  percentage  in  rocks 

of  the  southern  district,  890,  391. 
Lime,  carbonate,  percentage  in  blue 

marls  of  the  Neck,  127. 
Lime,  carbonate,  resembling  dogtooth 

spar,  34. 
Lime,  fibrous  carbonate,  429. 

"      hydrauUc,  27,  68,  93,  138, 169, 

193,  199,  211,  217,  230,  308,  339, 

363,  365,  367,  396,  337,  492,  508, 

705. 
Lime  in  soil  of  Albemarle,  Kelson, 

and  Amherst  cos.,  91. 
Dme,  phosphate,  in  oyster  shells,  42. 

'*     sulphate,  893,  424,  428,  430, 

434,  666. 
Lime,  sulphate,  crystals  in  Eocene 

marls,  666. 
Lime,  sulphate,  in  mineral  springs, 

see  Analyses  of  springs. 
Limestone,   argillaceous,    201,    857, 

862,  721. 
Limestone  a  source  of  fertility  in 

mountain  valleys,  162,  165. 
Limestone  associated  with  grey  mica 

slate,  305. 
Limestone  at  Traveller's  Rest,  301. 
"         caves  of  the  Valley,  97, 

764. 
Limestone,  cherty,  201,  839. 

'*         oonglomeritic,  318,  838. 
Limestone  containing  grains  of  bluish 

quartz,  CabelPs  quarry,  805. 
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Limestone  east  of  Southwest  and 

Green  mts.,  80. 
Limestone,  Eifel,  640. 
**         Eocene,  435. 
"         ferruginous,  867, 492,498, 

495. 
Limestone,  foetid,  860. 

**         for  building  and  agricul- 
ture, 477. 
Limestone,    fossiliferous,    94,    102, 

103,  105,  108,  178,  198,  861,  863, 

876. 
Limestone  from  east  of  trap  dyke, 

Rocldngham  co.,  232. 
Limestone  from  LouisTille,  Ky.,  237. 
**  "    Natural  Bridge,  210, 

234. 
Limestone  near  lead  mines,  Wythe 

CO.,  234. 
Limestone  from  near  Salt  Fond  mt., 

109. 
Limestone  from  the  Primary,  619- 

621. 
Limestone,  hydraulic,  used   in  the 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  For. 

VI,  216. 
Limestone,  importance  of  distingulBh- 

ing  between  magnesian  and  non- 

magnesian,  in  the  manufacture  of 

lime,  188. 
Limestone,  interrupted  ranges  of,  in 

Fauquier  and  Loudoun  cos.,  468. 
Limestone,  lower  Appalachian,  For. 

11,613. 
Limestone,  lower,  of  the  Valley,  616. 
**         magnesian,  mode  of  test- 
ing, 214. 
Limestone,  magnesian,  M.  Vlcat  on, 

280. 
Limestone,  marly,  516. 

"         micaceous,  302,  466,  721. 
**         micaceous  and  talcose,  of 

Middle  secondary,  319. 
Limestone  of  Alleghany  region,  101, 

102. 
Limestone   of  Appalachian  region, 

230-237. 
Limestone  of  belt  east  of  the  Blue 

Ridge,  298,  808,  466-470. 
Limestone  of  Cheat  river,  397. 

**         <*  coal    measures,    399, 

624,  626. 
Limestone  of  For.   II  forming  the 


surface    of   anticlinal   valley    in 
neighborhood  of  thermal  springs, 
686. 
Limestone  of  Kanawha,  876,  624. 
"<         ''  Kingwood  basin,  866, 
867. 
Limestone  of  Laurel  hill  axis,  869- 

871. 
Limestone  of  Little  Leyels,  887. 

'*         ''  middle  ooal  basin,  858. 
"         *'  Middle  seeondaiy,  820. 
"         "  Potomac    coal    badn, 
867,  858. 
Limestone  of  Preston  basin,  869. 
"         **  Pridevale  Co.,chafactcr 
and  geological  position  of,  704, 706. 
Limestone  of  Tertiary,  44. 

*'         **  upper   coal  group    in 
Talley  of  Monongalia,  604. 
Limestone  of  upper  coal  group  of 

Ohio  river,  614-616. 
Limestone  of  Westphalia,  Europe, 

640. 
Limestone  of  Weyer's  cave,  94. 

**         Oolitic,  201,  896,  623. 
Limestone,  patches  of,  included  in 
strata  of  slate,  &c,  299,  800,  467- 
470. 
Limestone  quarries,  70, 187, 138,169, 
178,  199,  211,  213-217,  280,  287, 
301,  306,  307,  389,  401,  468,  469, 
470,  601,  612,  619,  620,  621,  628, 
624,  626. 
Limestone,  rotten,  817. 

**         sandy,  199,  860, 861, 870. 
"         shaly,  199. 
**         shelly,  31. 
"         slaty,  SOO,  801,  802,  808, 
804,  806,  306,  307,  814,  861. 
Limestone    suited   for   agriculture, 

470,  477,  616. 
Limestone,  talcose,  132,  819, 466. 
**         thickness   of,  in   upper 
coal  group,  604. 
Limestone  used  as  a  flux  in  iron 

works  near  Kew  Canton,  802. 
Limestone  used  for  cement  for  locks 

on  James  river  canal,  188. 
Limestone,  use  of,  on  slaty   soils, 

81,82. 
Umestones,  analyses  of,  82, 1 37, 188, 
16^170,  281-287,  890-401,  619- 
626. 
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Liinestoncs  and  slates,  absence  of,  in 
oobble-stone  deposits  of  Virginia, 
accounted  for,  710. 

Limestones  and  marbles  of  James 
liTCP  region,  308. 

Limestones  associated  with  primary 
and  metamorphic  rocks,  460. 

Limestones  associated  with  the  mica- 
ceous and  talcose  rocks  of  the 
southern  district  east  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  889-^92. 

Limestones  associated  with  talcose 
and  micaceous  slates,  306,  466, 
721. 

Limestones  east  of  Blue  Ridge,  298- 
808. 

Limestones  near  Staunton,  137. 
*♦         of  Albemarle  co.,  800. 
"         of  For.  II,  169-171,  204, 
209-217,  231-235,  892-396,  521- 
623,  616. 

Limestone  of   For.   II,  from  New 

.  York,  236. 

Limestone,  fossiliferous,  of  For.  Ill, 
198. 

limestone  of  For.  VI,  178, 236,  896- 
896,  587. 

Limestones  of  For.  VIII,  180,  200. 
"    For.  VIII,  from  New 
York,  237. 

Limestones  of  For.  XI,  183-185, 
837,  838,  339,  360,  360,  361,  362, 
870,  396-399,  623-624,  616. 

Limestones  of  For.  XIII,  843,  489. 

Limestones  of  For.  XIV,  492,  493, 
495,  496,  497. 

Limestones  of  For.  XV,  499,  500, 
601,  602,  604. 

Limestones  of  Elngwood  basin  as- 
sociated with  peculiar  days  and 
shales,  366. 

Limestones  of  the  Valley,  27,  95, 137, 
209-217. 

Limonite  of  Pridevale  ores,  687, 
688. 

Llmonites,  changes  in  conditions  of, 
700. 

Lower  Barren  group,  717. 

Lower  Cambrian,  717. 

Lower  Carboniferous,  (Lower  Sub- 
Carboniferous,)  717. 

Lower  Coal  group  or  For.  XIII,  484, 
487-491,  717. 


Lower  Coal   group  on  Ohio  riTer, 

606. 
Lower  Ilelderberg  Division,  717. 

**     mesozoic,  717. 
Lower  shale  and  sandstone  group,  or 

For.  XIV,  486,  491-497. 
Lower  shale  and  sandstone  group  on 

Ohio  river,  610. 
Lucina,  388. 

«       anodonta,  87. 
**       spedosa,  662. 
Lycopodites,  uncifolius,  646,  668. 

"  Williamsonis,  766,  768. 

Mactras,  38. 
Mactra  oonfraga,  434. 

'*       delumbis,  434. 

"      modiccUa,  268, 270,  277, 886- 

889, 434. 
Hactra  tellinoides,  38. 
Madreporite,  881. 
MagnesU,  212,  216,  810. 
Magnesia,  carbonate,  in  clay,  70,  71. 
Magnesia,  carbonate,  in  limestone  of 

For.  XI,  184. 
Magnesia,  carbonate,  see  Analyses 

of  springs,  limestones,  iron  ores, 

etc. 
Magnesia  in  primary  rocks,  285,  286. 
Magnesia,  sulphate,  see  Analyses  of 

springs. 
Magnesia,  test  for,  218,  214. 
Magnesium,  chloride,  see  Analyses  of 

springs. 
Mang^ese,  carbonate,  see  Analyses 

of  iron  ores. 
Manganese  of  Little  Fort  valley,  221. 
Manganese  ore,  169,  181. 

"  oxide,  169,  174,  628. 

Map,  geological,  120,  136,  191. 

"      progress  of,  646. 
Map,  state,  incorrect  topography  of, 

120,  167,  187,  191,  863,  869. 
Marble,  86,  98,  212,  318,  466,  469, 

470. 
Marble  associated  with  irregular  dip 

of  strata,  93. 
Marble  columns  in  senate  chamber 

at  Washington,  86. 
Marble,  crystalline  condition  of,  in 

Berkshire,  Mass.,  606. 
Marble,  dun  coloured,  212. 
Marble  east  of  Southwest  and  Green 

mts.,  80. 
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Marble,  cncrinal,  86,  719. 

"      fine  white,  470. 

"       grey,  212,  218. 

"      in  Middle  secondary,  SI 8. 
Marble,  micaceous  and  talcose,  298, 

808,  466,  470. 
Marble,  mottled  bluish,  212. 

"        of  Albemarle  co.,  467. 

"<        of  Rapid  Anne,  467,  468. 
Marble   of  Tye  riTer   suitable  for 

sculpture,  83. 
Marble,  Potomac,  183,  318,  472. 
Marble,  Potomac,  H.  D.  Rogers  on, 

86. 
Marble,  red,  of  Giles  and  Scott  cos., 

218. 
Mapble,  shaded,  of  Rockingham  co., 

213. 
Marble,  white,  of   Rockbridge  oo., 

212. 
MarcclIuB  Division,  717. 
Marine    formations    in  Ticinity    of 

Paris,  16. 
Marginclla,  887. 
Marl,  apparatus  for  analyzing,  9,  11, 

45. 
Marl  beds,  geological  period  of,  5. 
Marl,  blue,  82, 43, 126, 130, 256-276, 

430. 
Marl,  blue,  described,  268. 
Marl,  blue,  probable  extent  of,  east- 
ward, 228,  268.  • 
Marl,  blue,  species  of  shells  found  in, 

268. 
Marl,  blue,  richest  in  fossils,  426. 
Marl,  boring  for  the  shelly  strata, 

advised,  258. 
Marl,  carbonate  of  lime  in,  17,  44, 

46-48,  161-156,  172,  279,  42a 
Marl,  deposit  or  travertine,  27,  172. 

"     Eocene,  at  Coggins*  point,  260. 
Marl,  Eocene,  existence  of,  beneath 

the  Highlands,  57. 
Marl,  Eocene,  extent  of,  on  the  riv- 
ers, 67. 
Marl,  Eocene,  of  Pennsylvania,  129, 

421. 
Marl,  Eocene,  resemblance  to  gypse- 
ous strata  of  Miocene,  129. 
Marl,  Eocene,  tract  south  of  James 

river,  259-263. 
Marl,  ferruginous,  43. 

"     from  the  Pamunkey,  51-56. 


Marl  geological  position  of,  264. 
**     green  sand  in,  see  Green  sand. 
"     gypsum  in,  19,  127,  427. 

Marl  in  cliffs  on  the  Blackwater 
river,  278. 

Marl  in  Prince  Edward  co.,  70. 

Marl  in  region  south  of  Rappahan- 
nock, 180. 

Mari,  Mt  Pleasant,  80. 
**     odor  of,  7. 

Marl  overlying  sandstone,  irregular 
line  of  contact  of,  with  Primary, 
262. 

Marl,  Miocene,  limits  of,  on  Penin- 
sula, 421-425. 

Marl,  Miocene,  of  Neck,  upper  beds 
rich  in  sulphates,  426. 

Marl,  Miocene,  overlying  the  Eocene, 
49. 

Marl,  peroxide  of  iron  in,  46-48. 

Marl,  pulverulent  white  and  chalky, 
43,  46,  127,  130,  271,  426. 

Marl,  Rose*s  method  for  analyang, 
10. 

Marl,  sulphate  of  iron  in,  46. 

Marl,  shelly,  17,  80,  252. 

Marl,  Tertiaiy,  probable  extent  of, 
eastward,  265-259. 

Marl,  value  of,  in  agriculture,  8,  57, 
58,  429,  757. 

Marl,  value  of,  compared  with  barn- 
yard manure,  119. 

Marl,  yellow,  46,  264-276,  480. 

Marl,  yellow  and  gray,  hardening  o4 
by  exposure,  272. 

Marls,  analyses  of,  8,  19,  81,  42,  46- 
48,  60,  161-166,  127,  172,  279, 
885-389. 

Marls,  cause  of  color  of,  278. 

Marls,  light  colored,  fragmentary 
condition  of  shells  in,  271-278. 

Marls,  light  colored,  in  irregular 
patches,  274. 

Marls  of  James  river,  19,  65,  150. 

Marls  of  Northern  Neck,  126,  ISO, 
426. 

Marling,  kinds  of  shells  best  suited 
for,  42. 

Matinal,  717. 

Meaaurement  of  strata  at  Jackson 
river,  338. 

Measurements  of  heights  by  boiling- 
point  therm.,  416. 
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Uechanical   and  chemical  agencies 

concerned  in  the  production    of 

thermal  springs,  586,  592, 594. 
Medial  Pliocene^  incorrect  name  for 

formation  containing  tertiaiy  shells 

of  the  Peninsula,  664. 
Medina  Division,  717. 
Melosira  sulcata,  735. 
Meridian,  717. 
Mesozoic,  717,  767. 
Mesozoic  coal  fields,  western  edge 

of,  725. 
Metamorphic  rocks,  see  Rocks. 
Mica,  173,  295,  8U0,  803,  402,  424, 

456,  458,  469. 
Mica  described,  284. 

"    in  Eocene  marl,  61. 

"    "  Meiocene  of  Peninsula,  427. 

"    "  rocks  of   Upper  scoondaiy, 

445. 
Mica  in  rocks  of  For.  XIII,  348. 

**    "  sandstone  of  Ragged  mt.,  88. 

"     "  talc  slate,  292. 

"    **  the   primory  rocks,    71-78 

456-459,  464-469. 
Mica  slate,  see  Slate. 
Micaceous  iron  ore,  see  Iron  ore. 

^        limestone,  see  Limestone. 
Microscopic      fossils     of     Europe, 

438. 
Middle  and  Lower  Cambrian,  717. 
Middle  coal  basin,  see  Coal. 

"      Cambrian  or  Auroral  group 

as  exposed  in  the  Valley,  720. 
Middle  Carboniferous  (Upper  Sub- 
Carboniferous),  717. 
Middle  Mountain-belt,  608. 

**    secondary,  appertaining  to  the 

New  Red  Sandstone,  542,  766. 
Middle  secondary,  area  of,  473, 474. 
**  "        absence  of  calcare- 

ous matter  in  southern  portion  of, 

820. 
Middle   secondary  at   Rapid  Anne 

river,  468. 
Middle  secondary,  boundaries  of,  in 

northern    district    east    of   Blue 

Ridge,  472-475. 
Middle  secondary,  boundaries  of,  in 

southern  district,  820-323. 
Middle  secondary,  carbonaceous  mat- 
ter in  strata  of,  327. 
Middle  secondary,  certain  rocks  of 


Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick- 
analogous  to,  319. 

Middle  secondary,  character  and  con- 
tents of,  in  noilhem  district,  475- 
480. 

Middle  secondary,  character  and  con- 
tents of,  in  southern  district,  823- 
328. 

Middle  secondary,  east  of  Blue  Ridge, 
color  of  strata  of,  816. 

Middle  secondary,  explanation  of  the 
non-existence  of  limestone  pebbles 
in,  319,  320. 

Middle  secondary,  exposures  on  James 
river  canal,  818. 

Middle  secondary,  its  prolongation  in 
Md.,  474,  542. 

Middle  secondary,  igneous  rocks  oc- 
curring in,  328. 

Middle  secondary,  general  features 
of,  471. 

Middle  secondary  in  Pittsylvania, 
Halifax,  and  Campbell  cos.,  321, 
822. 

Middle  secondary  in  Prince  Edward, 
Cumberland,  and  Buckingham  cos., 
322,  826. 

Middle  secondary,  modifying  cfTccts 
of  igneous  rocks  on,  329. 

Middle  secondary,  not  adjoining  Ap- 
palachian rocks  as  in  Pennsylvania 
and  Maryland,  318. 

Middle  secondary  of  southern  district 
contains  no  valuable  coal,  325, 328, 
480. 

Middle  secondary  on  James  river, 
above  Warren,  829. 

Middle  secondary,  Potomac  marble 
in,  818. 

Middle  secondary  sandstones  and 
coal  measures,  717. 

Middle  secondary  strata,  fossils  iden- 
tical in  northern  and  southern  dis- 
tricts, 818. 

Middle  secondary,  traced  on  the  map, 
472. 

Middle  secondarr,  western  margin  of, 
474,  475. 

Middle  secondary,  uniformity  of  dip 
in,  319. 

Middle  tertiary  of  Lower  Virginia, 
discovery  of  new  species  of  fossils 
in,  12. 


793 


Middle  tertiary,  shells  of,  667. 

Millstone  grit,  288. 

Millstones,  98,  173. 

Mineral  resources  of  Appalachian  re- 
gion,  135. 

Mineral  resources  of  Hampshire  co., 
117. 

Mineral  springs,  prindpal  ingredients 
in,  649. 

Minerals  found  in  the  Valley,  97. 
"        of  Willis's  mt.,  291. 

Mines,  obserrations  of  temperature 
in,  B70-fi74. 

Mines,  see  Goal,  Iron,  Copper,  etc. 

Mining  at  Pridevale,  best  mode  of, 
700,  702. 

Miocene  diyislon,  717. 

**  composition  of  upper  beds 
of,  on  Neck,  127. 

Miocene,  definition  of  term,  16. 
**        fossil  shells  of,   41,  483, 
434,  661-668,  669-678. 

Miocene  marl  district,  29,  83. 

"  "  general  parallelism  be- 
tween the  plane  of,  and  that  of  the 
rivers,  in  southern  tract,  256. 

Miocene  marl,  see  Marl. 

'*       of  the  Penmsula,  426,  427. 
«  "  "         limits    of, 

421,  422. 

Miocene  shell  marl,  nature  and  va- 
rieties of,  41. 

Miocene  shells  most  useful  in  marl- 
ing, 42. 

Miocene  stratum  on  Governor's  Wl\ 
Richmond,  60. 

Miocene,  terrace  of,  from  the  Rappap 
bannock  to  the  Carolina  border, 
426. 

Miocene,  thickness  of  strata  of,  68, 
64. 

Miocene  which  overlies  the  Eocene, 
49. 

Monoclinal,  term  defined,  608. 

Montgomery  buhr,  173. 

"  Grits  and  Coal  Measures 

(Tucdian?),  717. 

Muriate  of  soda,  sec  Soda. 

Names  adopted  by  H.  D.  and  W.  B, 
Rogers  for  the  Paleozoic  forma- 
tions of  Penn.  and  Va.,  and  used  • 
in  H.   D.   Rogers's   final  report 


of  the  Geology  of  Pennsylvania. 

717. 
Natica,  88,  888,  431. 

"      perspectiva,  662. 

"      interna,  662. 
Navicula,  784. 
New  red  sandstone  related  to  the 

Middle  secondary,  542,  765. 
Niagara  Division,  717. 
Nitrates  in  caves,  derivation  of,  768. 
Nitrogen,  see  Analyses  of  springs. 
**         in  thermal  spring,  t&ory 
of  origin  of,  595. 
Norian  or  Upper  Laurentian,  722. 
Normal  dip  defined,  608. 

**       flexure  defined,  608. 

"      flexures,  see  Flexures. 
Nuculs,  88. 
Nucula  iEqualis,  668. 

"      cultclliformis,  667. 

**      Umatula,  87,  88. 

'*      media,  668. 

"      parva,  668. 
Numbers  marking  the  Paleozoic  for- 
mations as  used  in  the  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania  reports,  717. 

Ochre,49,  64,  811,489. 

OchreouB  iron,  see  Iron. 

Odontodiscus  Uranus,  736. 

Oil  of  vitriol,  see  Sulphuric  acid. 

Old  Red  Sandstone  rocks  of  Europe, 
26. 

Oliva,  481,  482. 

Oncylogonatum  carbonaritim,  648. 

**  On  geological  structure  in  Ireland,** 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Weaver,  689. 

**  On  the  classification  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  older  rocks  of  Ger- 
many,^' Murchison  and  Sedgwick, 
640. 

**  On  the  physical  structure  and  older 
deposits  of  Devonshire,"  by  Messrs. 
Sedgwick  and  Murchison,  639. 

Oolite  coal  of  Europe,  vegetable  re- 
mains in,  646. 

Oolite  coal  of  India,  fossil  plants  in, 
resembling  those  of  Virginia  ooal 
rocks,  647. 

Oolite  formations  of  Europe,  768. 
"      of  Yorkshire,  Eng.,  654. 

Oolitic  iron  ore,  688. 
««     period,  542. 
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Organic  impressiotiB  in  sandstone  of 

For.  VII,  179,  199. 
Organic  matter  in  springs,  see  Anal- 
yses of  springs. 
OrgBsac  remains  in  For.  H,  172. 
Organization  and  operations  of  the 

corps  of  assistants,  639,  540. 
Origin  of  the  deposit  overlying  the 

miooene  shell  marl,  664. 
Oriskany,  anticlinal  of,  728. 
Division,  717. 
"        sandstone   of   New  Tork 

(For.  VII),  790. 
Orthoceras,  68, 172. 
Ostrao,  87,  88,  887. 

**     compressirostra,  36, 484, 668. 

**      sellffiformis,  18,  667. 
"      sinuosa,  436,  668. 

"      Virginica,  42,  484. 
Oxford  clay,  649. 
Oxide  of  iron,  see  Iron. 
Oxygen,  see  Analyses  of  springs. 
Oyster,  18. 
Oyster  shell,  analysis  of,  42. 

Paleozoic,  7 17. 

Paleozoic  formations,  lower;  Sedg- 
wick's classification  of,  720. 
Panopea  reflexa,  83,  36. 
Paving  stones,  700. 
Pebbles  and  cobble  stones  of  Wash- 
ington and  Richmond,  derived  from 
the  Appalachian  belt,  709. 
Pebbles  in  conglomerate  of  For.  X, 

188. 
Pebbles  marking  upper  boundary  of 

Eocene,  63. 
Pebbles  of  For.  I,  447. 

**      source  of  calcareous,  of  Po- 
tomac marble,  472. 
Pecopteris  insignis,  664. 

**         Munsteriana,  646,  664. 
**         Nebbensis,  654. 
**         teneris,  664. 
"         Whitbiensis,  646,  668. 
Pecten,  86,  86,  87,  38,  42,  886,  887, 
667,  784. 

**      Jeffersonins,  484. 
**      Madisonius,  484. 
Pectuneulus,  88,  667. 

**  pulvhiatus,  434. 

"  subovatus,  434. 

Permian,  768. 

84 


Pema,  84,46,  48,  166,  886,  429,488, 
784. 

Pema  maxillata,  86,  428,  429,  433, 
484. 

Peroxide  of  iron,  see  Iron. 

**        "    "     see    Analyses    of 
springs,  marl,  etc 

Petre  dirt,  108,  768. 

Petroleum,  117. 

Pence  Huttonia,  768. 

Phosphates,  see  Analyses  of  springs. 

Pinnularia,  734. 

Pipe  ore,  inferior  quality  in  For. 
VIII  and  IX,  200. 

Pipe  ore,  see  Iron. 

Plaister,  see  Gypsum. 

Plates  of  fossil  shells,  description  of, 
673. 

Plicatula,  887. 

PUocene,  717,726. 

"■       definition  of,  16. 
"        of  LyeU,  666. 

Plumbago,  88. 

Podosira  maculata,  786. 

Pollr  Scheif  er,  of  Bohemia,  460. 

Ponent,  717. 

Popular  errors  concerning  geological 
divisions,  26,  114. 

Porcelain  clay,  284. 

Porcelain  earth,  78,  467,  468. 

Portage  Division,  717. 

Posidonife,  767. 

Posidonomya  Bronnii,  766. 
"  Keuperi,  647. 

'*  minuta,  766. 

Potash,  82,  284,  810. 

'*  in  clay  of  Eocene  formation, 
666. 

Potash  in  green  sand,  8,  11,  14. 

Potomac  division,  604,  610. 

Potsdam  group,  717. 

Potsdam  or  primal  group,  note  on, 
722 

Potteiy,  468,  607. 

Predominance  of  southeastern  dips 
in  Appalachian  chain,  606. 

Pre>meridian,  717. 

Primal,  717. 

**  or  Potsdam  formation,  dis- 
tance from  Washington  and  Rich- 
mond of,  711. 

Primary,  origin  of  cobble-stones  of, 
at  Washington,  etc,  709. 
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Primary  and  metamorpbic  rocks  of 

north  region,  between  Blue  Ridge 

and  bead  of  tide,  465. 
Primary,  definition  of  term,  16. 
*'       formation,  16, 71. 
•"       at  Richmond,  442. 
"       narrow  belt  extending  along 

the  eastern  boundaries  of,  487- 

468. 
Primary  rocks,  see  Rodcs. 

^  ^   separating  Chesterfield 

ooal-field  from  ooal  of  Springfield 

basin,  488. 
Primary,  south  of  James  river,  266. 
Prodoctns,  106,  172,  180. 
Profile  section,  24,  97. 
Protocarbonate,  see  Iron  ore. 
Protogine,  721. 
Protoxide  of  iron,  137,  138. 

"        "    ••    ingreensand,8,14. 
Pseudo-gneiss,  see  Gneiss. 
Ptcrophyllum,  666. 
Ptilophyllnm  acutlfolium,  666. 
Purbeck    beds,  Virginia  Secondary 

formation  corresponding  to,  712. 
Pyrites  associated  with  slates  of  For. 

VIII,  180. 
Pyrites,  see  Iron. 
Pyxidicula  actinocyclus,  786. 
**         crudata,  786. 

Quarries,  see  Limestone,  Gneiss,  etc. 
Quarts,  70,  71,  72, 76,  84,  89,  90,  97, 

209,  291,  296,  808,  805-307,  816, 

826-880,  447, 466,  466,  468. 
Quartz,  auriferous,  74, 77,  80,  88,  86, 

288,  809, 814,  469. 
Quartz,  beds  and  veins  of,  in  gneiss 

east  of  Blue  Ridge,  468. 
Quartz  described,  288. 

"      drusy,  462. 

"      in  epidotic  rocks,  461. 

*'       '*  limestone,  891. 

"      pelJttcid,  97. 

**      slate,  see  Quartzite. 

"      Tein,  in  diiT  near  Archer's  cr., 

805. 
Quartz  with  chalcedony,  462. 
Quartzite,  298,  465,  469,  464,  721. 
**       associated     with     talcoee 

slatas  and  limestones,  294. 
Quartzite  described,  298. 
*'       ndcaoeous,  464. 


Qnartalte  of  Blue  Ridge  at  Thorou^ 

fare  gap,  464. 
Quartzite  of  Nelson  oo.,  294. 
Quaternary,  717. 
Quebec  group,  722. 

Railway  stations,  geology  of,  71&- 
729. 

Rain,  s<4vent  power  of,  89. 

Reconnoissanoe,  object  of,  28. 

Red  sandstone  of  the  Middle  second- 
ary, 476. 

Report  of  committee  on  proposed 
geological  suirey,  754. 

Report  of  geology  of  New  Jersey, 
605. 

Reports  of  geology  of  PennsylTania 
and  Virginia,  605,  717. 

"  Report  on  mineral  and  thermal  wa- 
ters," by  Dr.  Daubeny,  678. 

Report,  Bcope  of,  for  1841,  589. 

Report,  subjects  and  plans  of,  for 
1840,  418,  419. 

Researches  in  region  east  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  542. 

Rhombic  scales,  668. 

Ripple  marks,  102. 

^        ^      in  sandstones  of  For. 
X,188. 

Rocks,  action  of  currents  on,  116. 
**     areas  occupied  by  Upper  sec- 
ondary, 489-442. 

Rocks,  arenaceous,  from  disintegra- 
ted limestone,  108. 

Rocks,  auriferous,  74. 
"      Azoic,  769. 

Rocks  bounding  the  Valley  on  the 
west,  224. 

Rocks,  calcareous,  477. 

Rocks,  Cambrian  and  ^uro4!!am- 
brian,  724,  726. 

Rocks,  cause  of  diagonal  lamination 
of,  at  New  river,  116. 

Rocks,  conglomerate,  of  Albemarle 
CO.,  eta,  85. 

Rocks,  crystalline,  84. 
"       decomposition  of,  91. 
'*       epidotic,  461, 465, 478. 
'*       example  of  Echelon  in,  98. 

Rocks  exposed  in  section  from  Blue 
Ridge  to  Cumberland  C.  H.,  812- 
816. 

Rocks,  ferruginous,  880. 
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Bocks    fonning    the    Appalachian 

chain,  602. 
Bocks,    fosailiferous,    of    England, 

Prof.  Phillips  on,  68. 
Bocks,  igneous,  76,  205,  215,  282, 

295,  827,  329,  677,  678. 
Bocks,  igneous,  of  Stoney  Man,  205. 

**       in  cliff  at  Lick  mt.,  223. 
Bocks  inferior  to  the  coal  measures 

in  Meadow  mt,  Little  SeweU,  etc., 

872. 
Bocks  m  Middle  secondary,  828-830, 

473. 
Bocks,  metamorphic,  85,  282,  295, 

455-470. 
Bocks,  mineral  character  and  com- 
position of  the  moro  important, 

288. 
Bocks  of  Alleghany  and  North  mt. 

region,  97*111. 
Bocks  of  the  Blue  Bidge,  89-92. 
Bocks  of   Blue    Bidge   improperly 

termed  Primary,  84. 
Bocks  (characterized)  of  For.  1, 167- 

169,  197,198. 
Bocks  (characterized)  of  For.    U, 

169-173,  198. 
Bocks  (characterized)  of  For.   Ill, 

178-175,  198. 
Bocks   (characterized)  of  For.  IV, 

175-177,  198. 
Bocks    fcharacterized)  of   For.  V, 

177,  178,  198,  199. 

Bocks   (characterized)  of  For.  VI, 

178,  179,  199. 

Bocks  (characterized)  of  For.  VII, 

179,  199. 

Bocks  (characterized)  of  For.  YIII, 

179-182,  199,  200. 
Bocks  (characterized)  of  For.   IX, 

182,  183,  200. 
Bocks   (characterized)    of   For.  X, 

188,  200,  201,  886,  886. 
Bocks  (characterized)  of   For.  XI, 

188-186,  201,  886-839. 
Bocks  (characterized)  of  For.  XII, 

201,  202,  340-342. 

Bodes  (diaracterized)  of  For.  XIII, 

202,  842-847. 

Bocks  (characterized)  of  For.  XTV, 

491-497. 
Bocks  (characterised)  of  For.  XY, 

498-504. 


Bocks  of  For.  I  in  the  Valley,  204. 
Bocks  of  For.  Ill  in  contact  with 

YIII  at  Crawford  mt.,  225. 
Bocks  of  For.  lY  at  Streckler's  gap, 

225. 
Bocks  of  For.  lY,  curious  exhibition 

of,  in  Pendleton  co.,  176. 
Bocks  of    For.  X  on  Cheat  riyer, 

368. 
Bocks  of  Great  Flat  Top  mt,  378. 
Bocks  of  Great  Western  coal  region, 

330-347. 
Bocks  of  little  SeweU  and  Meadow 

mts.,  873. 
Bocks  of  Massanutten  mt  probably 

of  later  origin  than  those  of  the 

Yalley.  93. 
Bocks  of  ridges  bounding  the  Yal- 

ley  on  the  west,  224. 
Bocks  of  Southwest  district,  111-113. 

"      **  the  Fort  Lewis  mt,  726. 
Bocks  of  the  Little  North  mt,  etc, 

224. 
Bocks  of  the  Natural  Bridge,  725. 

"      "   the  Yalley,  92-97. 
Bocks,  primary,  71,  282,  321,  455, 

483. 
Bocks,  primary  and  metamorphic,  of 

Blue  Bidge,  455-470. 
Bocks,  schistose,  of  Waterford,  Ire- 
land, 689. 
Bocks,  sedimentary,  88,  86,  99,  283, 

471. 
Bocks,  sedimentary,  igneous  action 

on,  88. 
Bocks,  Bteatitio  and  serpentine,  468. 
Bocks,  variation  of  dip  marking  tho 

beginning  of  Great  Western  se- 
ries, 108. 
Bock  structure  of  Panther  gap,  728. 
Boofing  slates,  460. 
Botten  limestone  of   New  Jersey, 

etc.,  817. 
Botten  stone,  450. 

Salamander   found    in    Salt  pond, 

110. 
Salina  Dirision,  717. 
Salines,  gypsum  present  in,  112. 
Salines  of  Great  Western    region, 

118. 
Salines  of  Holston  valley,  112, 142. 

'*       *"  S.W.  district  of  State,  112. 
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Salt,  110,  118,  142,  165,  878. 
**     alum  of  Kanawha,  148. 
Salt  and  gypaum  of  North  fork  of 

Holston  probably  referable  to  Sub- 

carb.  period,  728. 
Salt  manufacture  in  Holston  rallej, 

142. 
Saltpetre,  108,  764. 
Salt  pond,  109. 
Salt  region  of  Ilolaton  resembling 

Cheebire  salt  region  of  Eng.,  112. 
Salt  wells  at  Saltville,  726. 
Salt  wells  of  Kanawha  valley,  878. 
Salt  wells,  proportion  of  salt  in  ya^ 

rious,  113. 
Salts,  calcareous  and  magnesian,  in 

springs,  601. 
Sand  for  glass  manufacture,  207. 

«    of  Miocene,  29. 

^    white  felspathic,  448. 
Sandstone    above  the  coal  on  the 

Ohio,  below  Wheeling,  518. 
Sandstone  altered,  880. 

**         Upper   secondary,  areas 

occupied  by,  489. 
Sandstone,  argillaceous,  84,  89,  200, 

824,  872,  880,  881,  388. 
Sandstone  as  a  buildhig  material,  70, 

84,  85,  188,  206,  444,  491,  497. 
Sandstone   associated  with  bed  of 

limestone  on  Rapid  Anne,  468. 
Sandstone  associated  with  bitumin- 
ous coal,  63,  65. 
Sandstone  associated  with  coal  near 

Parkersburg,  332. 
Sandstone   associated  with  ore   at 

mouth  of  Savage  river,  868. 
Sandstone  at  Morgantown,  491,  494. 
*«         calcareous,  824,  861, 864, 

479,  613. 

Sandstone  capping  Meadow  mt.,  116. 
**         conglomerittc,  825,   342, 
362,  446,  487. 

Sandstone,  curious  character  of,  at 
George's  creek,  326. 

Sandstone,  dark  greenish  blue,  Am- 
herst and  Albemarle  cos.,  91. 

Sandstone,  epidotie,  90. 

*<  feldspathic,     437,    448, 

446-448,  451,  458,  485,  611,  512, 
516.  518. 

Sandstone,  ferruginous,  31,  260, 422, 

480,  432. 


Sandstones,  flaggy,  488, 489, 498, 502. 
Sandstone,  fosslliferous,  105,  261. 
*"         gneissoid,  294,  456,  469, 
460,  465,  470. 
Sandstone,  grey  flaggy,  of  Hinton, 

725. 

Sandstone,  igneous  action  on,  88, 84. 

**         micaceous,  188,  200,  201, 

296,  824,  835,  339,  858,  477,  486, 

489,  492,  494-496,  500-402,  518. 

Sandstone,   micaceous,    at    western 

limit  of  £ooenc  tertiary,  260. 
Sandstone,  new  red,  of  Europe,  685. 
**         of  Alleghany  and  North 
mt.  region,  101. 
Sandstone  of  foot-hills  west  of  Blue 

Ridge,  167. 
Sandstone  of  For.  I,  168,  169,  197, 

204,  206,  208. 
Sandstone  of  For.  I,  jointed  struc- 
ture in,  167,  168. 
Sandstone  of  For.  Ill,  173-176,  198. 
"        of  For.  IV,  175,  198,  220, 
587,  616. 
Sandstone  of  For.  V,  177,  198. 
*•  For.  VII,  179,  199. 
"         «  For.  VIII,  199. 
"  "  For.  IX,  182,  200. 

"  "    For.  ±,188,200,228, 

886. 
Sandstones  of  For.  XI,  201. 
»*    For.  XII,  201. 
"         "      «       "    MonongaUa 
valley,  487. 
Sandstones  of  For.  XIII,  202,  487- 

490 
Sandstones  of  For.  XIV,  491-497. 
"  •*    For.  XV,  600-508. 

**  "    Jackson  river,  anti- 

clinal, 728. 
Sandstones  of  Kanawha  valley,  874, 

382. 
Sandstone  of  lower  shale  and  sand- 
stone group,  486,  510,  618. 
Sandstones  of  Ohio  river,  606-618. 
"  •*  Orange  oo.,  132. 

"  "  Secondary,     insulated 

locality  of,  in  the  bed  of  Nottoway 
river,  261. 
Sandstone  of  the  Middle  secondary, 

281,  471. 
Sandstone  of  Upper  secondary,  440^ 
445,  446. 
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Bindstone  of  Wann  Spring  mt,  108. 
"         **  western  flank  of  Blue 

Ridge,  geological  position  of,  158. 
Sandstone  overlying  the  coal  near 

Guyandotte,  619. 
Sandstones   overlying  the  Primaiy 

rocks  along  their  eastern  boundary, 

69. 
Sandstone,  probably  below  the  Eo- 
cene strata  toward  the  east,  426. 
Sandstone,  quarries  of,  70,  84,  296, 

296,  374,  448,  444,  612. 
Sandstone  quany.  Balcony  falls,  207. 
"         red,  86,  98. 
**        resembling  millstone  grit, 

101. 
Sandstone,  schistose,  89. 

**  shaly,  857,  492,  500. 

**         silidous,  228,   818,  882, 

487. 
Sandstones,  slaty,  90,  198,  227,  826, 

840,  874,  376,  446,  478,  488,  614, 

516. 
Sandstone,  thickness  of,  at  Freestone 

point,  Potomac,  440. 
Sandstone,  used  in  manufacture  of 

firebrick,  86. 
Sandstone,  vitreous,  205. 

**         yellow,  micaceous,  876. 
Saurians,  766. 
Saurian  teeth,  647,  668. 
Scalent,  717. 
Scallops,  see  Oysters. 
Schist,  88,  86,  87,  88. 

'*      micaceous,  84. 

"      siliceous,  84. 

''      talcose,  81,  84,  86. 
Schistose  rocks,  of  Waterford,  Ire- 
land, flexure  in,  689. 
Schori,  72,  286, 291. 

^     described,  286. 
Scolithus,  718. 

•*       linearis,  709. 
Secondary,   bituminous  coal  region 

of,  28,  62. 
Secondary,  definition  of  term,  16. 
"         formation,  boundaries  of, 

820,  823. 
Secondary  of  New  Jersey  absent  in 

marl  region  traversed  by  the  large 

rivers  of  Virginia,  160. 
Secondary,  igneous  rocks  of,  828, 880. 
"         of  Europe,  16. 


Secondary  of  New  Jersey,  17,  766. 
"  **  south  district  cast  of 

Blue  Ridge,  316. 

Secondary,  on  Appamatoz  river,  261. 

**         sandstone,    forming   the 

western  limit  of  the  Tertiary,  420. 

Secondary,  see  Upper  and  Lower 
secondary. 

Section  across  the  Monongalia  val- 
ley, 486-604. 

Section  across  the  Sweet  Spring  val- 
ley, 687. 

Section  at  Pridevale,  697. 

'*       **  Stockton's     steam     mill, 
Smither>s  creek,  876,  876. 

Section  at  Wheeling  hill,  near  nation- 
al road,  614. 

Section  crossing  Middle  secondary 
formation,  824. 

Section  from  Ashby's  gap  to  Front 
ridge  of  the  Alleghany  mt,  628. 

Section  from  Bath  across  Cacapon 
mt.,  error  in  reduction  of,  690. 

Section  .from  Bellfield  to  Abbeyville 
described,  482. 

Section  from  Bellfield  to  Chariotte 
C.  H.  described,  481. 

Section  from  Blue  Ridge  at  Tye  river 
gap  to  Cumberland  C.  H.  described, 
812-816. 

Section  from  Drancsville  to  Lcesburg 
described,  476-477. 

Section  from  Elkton  to  Warrenton 
described,  478. 

Section  from  Fairfax  C.  H.  to  Aldie 
described,  477. 

Section  from  Falling  cr.  to  Cumber- 
land C.  H.  described,  481. 

Section  from  Fork  meeting-house  to 
Culpeper  C.  H.  described,  478. 

Section  from  Petersburg  to  three 
miles  beyond  Ligontown,  on  the 
Appomattox,  described,  481. 

Section  from  Popkr  Camp  mt.  to  tho 
commencement  of  coal  rocka,  north- 
west of  Abb's  valley,  described, 
628. 

Section  from  Prince  Edward  C.  II.  to 
the  Blue  Ridge  described,  481. 

Section  from  South  fork  of  Roanoke 
river  to  base  of  Peters'  mt.,  near 
Union,  628. 
i  Section  from  south  of  Petersburg  to 
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Prince  Edward  C.  H.  described, 

481. 
Section    from  South  mt,  Penn.,  to 

Chestnut  ridp^e,  622. 
Section  from  the  mouth  of  Little 

Bearer  river,  Penn.,  to  mouth  of 

Big  Sandy,  on  Kentucky  line,  de- 
scribed, 504. 
Section  from  Warminster  to  Walker's 

ford  described,  801-807. 
Section  from  Weldon,  K.  C,  to  Hali- 

fax  G.  H.  described,  482. 
Section,  ideal,  in  Appalachian  n^on, 

608. 
Section  in  coal  near  Crab  creek,  Ohio 

river,  619. 
Section  in  Formation  XI,  887. 

'*       **  mine   near    Jacksonville, 

603. 
Section  in  upper  coal  group,  or  For., 

XV,  498. 
Section,  lower  coal  group,   on  the 

Ohio,  described,  608,  607. 
Section  near  Wheeling,  upgor  coal 

group,  613. 
Section  of  lower  shale  and  sandstone 

in  River  hill,  Ohio  river,  611. 
Section  of  valley  of  Shockoe  creek 

described,  463. 
Section  of  Vineyard  hill,  vertical, 

879-883. 
Section    on    Ohio    river  above    the 

mouth  of  Little  Beaver,  606-607. 
Section  on  Ohio  river,  near  Wells- 

viUe,  608-610. 
Section,  profile,  description  of,  187. 
**     through  the  White  Sulphur 

springs,  example  of  flexure,  688. 
Section,  through  Wilson's  thermal 

and  across  Garden  mt,  example  of 

flexure,  689. 
Sections  across  Appalachian  chain, 

622-624. 
Sections    embodied  in  the  general 

profile    section,    from    Hampton 

Roads  to  Guyandotte,  on  the  Ohio, 

24, 
Sections  from  geological  report  by 

Sir  H.  De  la  Beche,  639. 
SecUons  from  Murchison's  "  Siluria," 

638. 
Sections  illustrating  flexure,  686, 687, 

690,  691. 


Sections  fai  coal  and  iron  ore  of  the 

Pridevale  Co.,  682,  701. 
Sections  in  south  of  England,  by  Dr. 

Fitton,  641. 
Sections  planned  between  Blue  Ridge 

and  heifid  of  tide,  northern  distri^ 

464. 
Sections  proposed,  24, 121. 
Sedimentary  rocks,  see  Rodcs. 
Selenite,  97,  117,  127, 180,260,  427, 

480. 
Semi-opal,  439,  462. 
Serai  formation,  688,  717. 
Serpentine,  296,  297,  469,  464. 

"         rock,  quarries  of,  Fairfax 

CO.,  468. 
Serpula,  42,  47,  481. 

"       granifera,  484, 
Shale,  adapted  for  the  manufacture 

of  pottery,  607. 
Shale,  argillaceous,  901,  888,  889, 

866,  369,  863,  878,  487-493,  495, 

499,  600. 
Shale  associated  with  nodular  iron 

ore,  686. 
Shale,  bituminous,  181, 316, 316, 318, 

828,  829,  330,  332,  836,  887,  842, 

345,  860,  863,  876,  880,  448,  490, 

492,  493,  494,  499,  608,  607,  616. 
Shale,  bituminous,  caution  in  regard 

to  search  for  copper  in,  188. 
Shale,  calcareous,  339,  344, 876, 479, 

486,  614,  616,  641. 
Shale,   calcareous,    associated   with 

iron  ore  of  For.  V,  177. 
Shale,  carbonaceous,  106,  227,  824, 

826,  827,  881,  614. 
Shale,  containing  nodular  iron  ore, 

864. 
Shale,  copperas  and  alum  in,  200. 

"      fossiUferous,   866,  876,   877, 

614. 
Shale,  in  Great  Western  coal  region, 

486. 
Shale,  micaceous,  876,  492,  497, 600, 

612. 
Shale,  ochreous,  of  For.  IV,  175. 

"      red,  of  Bull  Run  mt,  133. 

**      sandy,  607,  508,  511. 

''      siliceous,  354,  877,  882,  495. 

"      slaty,  876. 
Shales,  bituminous,  of  Upper  second- 
ary, 445, 
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fihalcs,  cakareouB,  of  N.  J.,  PeniL., 
and  Md.,  818. 

Shales,  Greenbriar,  717. 
"      of  For.  II,  206. 
«      "  For.  V,  177,  224^ 
«      "For.  VI,  178. 
"      "  For.  XI,  remarkable  varie- 
ty of  color  and  crumbly  texture  of, 
184. 

Shales  of  For.  XIII,  487,  488,  489, 
490. 

Shales  of  For.  XIY,  491,  492,  498, 
497  498 

Shales  of  For.  XY,  499,  500,  601, 
602,  60S. 

Shales  of  Kanawha  Tallej,  876,  876. 
"  "  the  Middle  secondaiy  For., 
471. 

Shales  of  Upper  subcarbonif  eroos  at 
Hinton,  725. 

Shales  on  Ohio  river,  510,  618. 

Sharks'  teeth,  451,  453. 

"  ^     in  artesian  borings  at 

Fort  Monroe,  788. 

Shawungunk  grit,  618,  616. 

SheU  marl,  see  MarL 

Shells,  action  of  sulphates  on,  60. 
^     casts  of,  in  limestone,  105. 
'*     casts  of,  in  Miocene  marl,  49. 
"     change  in  the  species  in  pass- 
ing from  the  Eocene  to  the  Mio- 
cene, 267. 

Shells,  condition  of,  in  Tertiary,  38. 

Shells  in  banks  of  Potomac,  429, 
435. 

Shells  in  banks  of  Rappahannock, 
431. 

Shells  in  limestone,  178. 
"    in  Miocene,  49,  725. 
"    in  Tertiary  marl,  the  number 
examined,  280. 

Shells,  Miocene  and  Eocene,  not  be- 
fore described,  669,  672. 

Shells  most  useful  in  marling,  42. 
**   new  fossil,  of  the  Eocene,  667- 
668. 

Shells,  number  of  species,  on  Penin- 
sula, 39. 

Shells  of  Miocene  formation,  661, 
662,  663. 

ffilica,  8,  73,  137,  138,  169, 170, 184, 

•     185,  186,  283. 

Silica  in  clay,  70. 


Siliciain  hydraulic  limestone,  280, 

237,  389,  401,  619,  526. 
^ica  in  iron  ore,  401, 406, 627,  682. 

"     in  oyster  shells,  42. 

'*     see  Analyses  of  springs. 
Silicate  of  iron  and  potas^  H?  ^^i 

32. 
Silicate  of  iron  in  Eocene  formation, 

666. 
Silicate  of  iron,  see  Iron. 
Silcious  sandstone  of  Kanawha  coal 

measures,  882. 
Silidfied  wood,  768. 
"SilUman's  Journal,"  42, 578,  664. 
Silurian,  717. 

"       of  Wales,  Sir  R.  Murchison 

on,  640. 
Siluro-Cambrian,  or  Upper  Cambrian, 

717. 
Siluro-Cambrian   slates,    extent  of, 

722. 
SUver,  75. 

Sinks  in  Miocene  marl  region,  82. 
Slate,  argillaceous,  74,  89,  182,  198^ 

292,  ^00,  313,  826,  357,  445,  448, 

460,  469. 
Slate  at  Warrcnton,  465. 

"    belt  of  Massanutten  mts.,  218. 

"    bituminous,  837,  340. 

"    black  wafery,  having  the  ap- 
pearance of  coal  shales,  479. 
Slate,  carbonaceous,  868. 

«<    calcareous,  171, 198,  204,  824, 

857. 
Slate,  chlorite,  74,  76,  88,  816,  469, 

460,  465,  466,  469. 
Slate,  oongiomeritic,  825. 

**     epidotic,  465. 

"     fossilifcrous,  105,  857,  617. 

*•     garnet,  74,  78,  80. 

'*     green,  108. 

**     greenstone,  818. 

'<     hornblende,  814, 316, 829, 456, 

458,  481. 
Slate,  iron  pyrites  in,  101. 

"     mica,  described,  29  L 

'<        '*     prindpal  belt  of,  291. 

"        "     soils  of,  292. 

"     micaceous,  74^  78,  182,  291, 

294,  299,  300,  301,  302,  803,  804, 

805,  807,  810,  312,  314,  815,  816. 

822,  326,  445,  456,  468,  460,  466, 

469,  476,  620. 
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Slate,  micaoeons  garnet  or  '*  bird^s-eye 

maple,"  78. 
Slate  of  Meadow  mt^  115. 

**     in  Augusta  co.,  174. 

"     pyritouB,  99,  101,  141,  180. 

"     quarries  of,  460. 

"     quartz,  see  Quartate. 

"     red,  86,  iOa 

**     rockB,  west  of  Southwest  and 

Bull  Run  mts.,  460. 
Slate,  roofini;,  79. 

"     siliceous,  78,  84,  227,  869,  872. 

"     soft  blackish,  824. 

"^     steaUUc,  298,  409,  460. 

"     taloose,  75,  84,^  292,  298,  294, 

297,  299,  301,  804,  806,  810,  814, 

455,  460,  468,  628. 
Slate  used  as  an  oil  stone,  869. 

*'      useful  for  road  beds,  106. 

"     Tegetable  unpressions  in,  102. 

'*     Taricticfl  described,  291-294. 
Slates  and  grits  of  coal    field   of 

Eastern  Va.,  645. 
Slates  associated  with  the  gneiss  east 

of  Blue  Ridge,  456. 
Slates,  micaceous,  of  Upper  second- 
ary, 445. 
Slates  of  For.  I,  168,  206,  208. 

"      "    «    "  altered  by  proximi- 

ty  to  igneous  rocks,  205. 
Slates  of  For.  IH,  175, 209,  210,  218, 

218,  219,  222,  228,  613. 
Slates  of  For.  VIII,  179-181,  199, 

221,  224. 
Slates  of  For.  IX,  180, 188,  200,  228, 

224. 
Slates  of  For.  XIII,  202. 

"      **  Alleghany  region,   98,   99, 

101. 
Slates  of  eastern  district,  minerals 

associated  with,  459. 
Slates  of  EvingtoD,  721. 

♦»       "  Fort  Lewis  mt.,  228. 

**       "  Uassanutten  range,  169. 

"     '*  region  east  of  Blue  Ridge, 

458-462. 
Slates  of  Southwest  mt.,  459,  719. 

"      "  the  Valley,  92,  98. 

**      "  Upper  secondary,  445. 

"      *'  western  coal  field,  882,  840, 

841. 
Slates,  Siluro-Cambrian,  722. 

**      suitable  for  building,  78, 479. 


Slates,  useful  for  flaggings,  etc,  460. 

Soapstone,  27, 79,  297, 814, 469, 482. 

'*         of  northern  district  east  of 

Blue  Ridge,  459. 
Soapstone  of  Vermont,  87. 

**         rocks,  described,  296. 

*«         Bteatitic,  86,  286. 

*^         variety  of,  near  Boydton, 

482. 
Society  of  Natural  History,  Boston, 

709. 
Soda,  caustic,  see  Analyses  of  springs. 

**     muriate,  from  Kanawha  weUs, 

118. 
Soda,  see  Analyses  of  springs. 
Sodhim,  see  Analyses  of  springs. 
Soil,  ferruginous,  of  Goochland,  72. 
*'    of  For.  Ill,  productiTeness  of, 

220. 
Soil  of  Northern  Neck,  420. 
Soils,  certain  red,  not    productive, 

290. 
Soils  derived  from  mica  slate,  292. 

"     effect  of  certain  sulphates  on, 

128. 
Soils  from  slates  of  For.  VIII,  182. 

"     of  Culpeper,  Orange,  etc,  183. 

'*     **  epidote  rocks,  468. 

•*     "  For.  V,  221. 

"     "  For.  XIII,  848. 

**     "  southern   district,    east   of 

Blue  Ridge,  91,  816. 
Soils  of  For.  XI,  productive,  186. 

**     "  the  primary  region,  72. 

**     "  elates  east  of  Blue  Ridge, 

461. 
Soils  of  the  northwest  portion  of  the 

sUte,  541. 
Soils  of  the  primary  region,  color  of, 

72. 
Soils,  presence  of  limestone  rocks  no 

indication  of  calcareous  matter  in, 

94,  188. 
Soils,  red,  of  Bull  Run  mt.,  183. 

**    value  of  gypsum  on,  129. 
Spar,  calcareous,  81,  92,  271,  300, 

302,  898,  467. 
Spar,  containing  crystals  of  galena, 

189. 
Spar,  fluor,  218. 
Spirifers,  172,  180. 
Spring,  Dibbreirs,  225,  895,  561. 
^        Dickson  sulphur,  561. 
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Spring,  Grey  sulphur,  106,  109,  394, 

560. 

"      Howard's  Lick,  561. 

"      Humphrey's,  551. 

"      McHenry'B  thermal,  562, 681. 

"      near  Milford,  584,  724. 

*'      near  Williamsburg,  analysis 

of,  40 
Spring,  New  Red,  or  Champagne  cha- 
lybeate, 5i^3. 
Spring,  Old  Red,  554. 

"      Preston's,  564. 

**      Sweet,  or  Field,  554. 

"      Wilson's  thermal,  568,  581, 

589,  590. 
Springs,  absence  of  bittern  in  the 

brines  of  Holston  Tallcy,  142. 
Springs,  acidulous,  549. 

''      alkaline,  549. 

"      alum,  558,  659. 

**      ammonia  in,  40. 

*'      amount  of  combined  gas  in, 

lOY. 
Springs,  analyses  of,  40,  649-564, 

582-588. 
Springs,  Blue  sulphur,  106, 558. 

**       brine,  of  Holston  yalloy,  sup- 
posed origin  of,  142. 
Springs,  Brinkley's,  558,  559. 

"       cause  of  color  of,  107,  589. 

"       chalybeate  and  sulphurous, 

of  slates  of  Alleghany  region,  99, 

101,  106. 
Springs,  classification  of,  549. 

*'        hot,  555. 

"         ''  chalybeate,  556. 

**       in  For.  III,-178. 

**       mean  temperature  of  air  at, 

566 
Springs,  mineral  and  thermal.   Dr. 

Daubeny  on,  578. 
Springs,  mineral,  of  For.  YIII,  182. 

**       near  Wardensville,  584. 

**       of  Alleghany  and  North  mt. 

region,  101,  104,  106,  107. 
Springs  of  Miocene  marl  district,  al- 
lied in  character  to  those  of  the 

limestone  of  other  regions,  89. 
Springs  of  Shannondale,  101,  178. 

**       prindpal  ingredients  in  min- 
eral, 549. 
Springs,  Prof.  Bischofif  on  tempera- 
ture of,  579. 


Springs,  Prof.  Forbes  on  temperature 

of,  579. 
Springs,  Salt  sulphur,  106,  108,  109, 

550. 

"       sulphuretted,  27,99, 101, 106, 

107, 180,  549. 
Springs,  sulphuretted,  of  For.  YIII, 

182. 
Springs,   table  of  temperatures  of, 

565. 
Springs,  Sweet,  104,  107,  111,  229, 

521,  588,  725. 
Springs,  thermal,  103, 106, 108,  550. 

"  **        at  junction  of  Hypo- 

gene  rocks  with  Appalachian,  686. 
Springs,  thermal,  catalogue  of.  580- 

584. 
Springs,  thermal,  definition  of   by 

Profs.  BischofP  and  Daubeny,  578. 
Springs,  thermal,  geological  position, 

etc.,  of,  580-584. 
Springs,    thermal,    of  Appalachian 

chain,  678. 
Springs^  thermal,  of  Brown's  mt., 

588. 
Springs,  thermal,  of  Europe,  577. 

"  **       position  of,  in  Sweet 

Springs  valley,  592, 725. 
Springs,  thermal,  Prof.  Phillips  on 

cause  of,  596. 
Springs,  Yellow  sulphur,  563. 
Stages  to  Healing  springs,  etc.,  724. 
Stalactites,  764,  765. 
Stalactitic  ore,  see  Iron. 
Stalagmites,  764,  765. 
State  cabinet,  122,  198. 

"     mineral  resources  of  southwest* 

em  district  of,  111-113. 
Staurotide,  298. 
Steaschist,  74,  79,  721. 
Steatite,  286,  299,  812,  468,  721. 

"       chloritic,  88. 

**       described,  286. 

**        talcoso,  286. 
Steatitic  rocks,  of  Fluvanna  and  Loui- 
■  sa  COS.,  463. 

Stephanopyxis  apiculata,  786. 
*<  Diadema,  736. 

Stigmaria,  646. 

Stone  used  in  buildings  at  Washing- 
ton, 443. 
Strata  above  Hull's  creek,  Northum- 
berland CO.,  438. 
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Strata,  arched,  102. 

"  "        Brown's  mt,  177. 

"  "        of  For.  IV^  176. 

**  "         •*  Great  North  mt, 

176. 
Strata,  arch  of,  at  Balcony  falld,  89. 

u         ii    .4    u  cafton  Forge,  108, 

276,  723. 
Strata,  arch  of,  at  pass  of  Oalf  Pas- 
ture river  through  North  mt,  103. 
Strata  at  Brock's  gap,  224. 

"    "     Cow  Pasture  hills,  181. 

"    «    Draper's  mt.,  228. 

«*    ♦*    LitUe  North  mt.,  224,  226. 

"    "    Savage  mt.,  848. 

«'    "    Warm  Spring  ridge,  690. 

**    basin-shaped  arrangement  of, 

178,  174,  181. 
Strata,  caution   against  identifying 

names  of,  with  those  of  Europe, 

114. 
Strata,  character  and  contents  of  Up- 
per secondary,  442-449. 
Strata,  character  and    contents  of 

Middle  secondary  and  associated 

trap,  476-^80. 
Strata,  column  representing,  264. 
Strata  comprising  three  lower  groups 

of   Great  Western   coal    region, 

486. 
Strata,  condition  of,  in  which  obser- 
vations relating  to  subterranean 

temperature  were  made,  670. 
Strata  containing  fossil  shells,  668. 
Strata,  diagonal  lamination  of,  116. 
Strata,  diagonal  lamination  of,  gen- 
eral among  sandstones  of  the  west, 

108. 
Strata,  definition  of  terms  relating 

to,  202,  208. 
Strata,  description  of,  on  Peninsula, 

421. 
Strata,    direction  of  dip  in   Great 

Western  coal  region,  888, 484-486. 
Strata,  dip  of,  in  location  of  thermal 

springs,  686. 
Strata,  direction  of  strike  of,  in  Ap- 

paladan  chain,  619. 
Strata,  dislocation  of,  at  Crawford's 

mt.,  226. 
Strata,  dislocation  of,  in  region  west 

of  the  Valley,  169. 
Strata,  dislocations  of,  616-617. 


Strata,   disloeations  of,  at  Brushy 

rid^,  624. 
Strata  displayed  on  the  Ohio,  604, 

606. 
Strata,  disturbance  of,  97. 
Strata,  Echelon  arrangement  of,  98, 

681. 
Strata,  Eocene  of  James  river,  66. 

"  **      of  the  Pamunkey,  61. 

'*  "     of  the  Peninsula,  128- 

129. 
StraU  exposed  at  Bocketts,  448. 
Strata  exposed  by  denudation,  831, 

841. 
Strata  exposed  in  ravines  in  Tertiary 

marl  r^on,  264. 
Strata,  faults  in,  160,  208,  226, 228. 
Strata,  flexures  of,  in  Appalachian 

chain,  608. 
Strata,  folded,  686. 
Strata  in  For.  XI  on  Potomac,  887, 

888. 
Strata,  geological    position  of,    on 

Kanawha,  883. 
Strata,  greater  thickness  of,  between 

lower  and  upper  coal  series  of 

For.  Xni,  845. 
Strata  included  in  southern  district 

of  Middle  secondary,  324. 
Strata  in  coal  of  E^nawha  valley, 

878-888. 
Strata  in  For.  XIY,  494. 

"^      m  Miocene  of  the  Neck,  427. 

"      in  rocks  of  For.  VII,  179. 

**      in  section  across  Monongalia 

valley,  486. 
Strata  in  Tertiary  near  Eiohmond, 

449^68. 
Strata,  inversion  of,  at  Little  North 

mt,  224,  225. 
Strata,  inversion  of,  in  Appalachian 

chain,  608. 
Strata,  inverted   at  Clifton  Forge, 

687. 
Strata  in  which  salines  occur,  114. 
Strata,  irregularity  of,  between  Sec- 
ondary and  Tertiary,  261,  262. 
Strata,  law  of  the  gradation  of  their 

flexures  from  S.  E.  to  N.  £.  in  Ap- 
palachian chain,  607. 
Strata  marking  the  position  of  thefw 

mal  springs  of  Europe,  677. 
Strata,  Miocene,  126.    . 
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Strata,  mutability  of,  in  upper  ooal 

group,  603. 
Strata  near  Portsmouth,  269, 

"        "    Strasburg,  »3. 
Strata,  oblique  ii^iection  of,  the  reg- 
ular  form   of    anticlinal     axeS| 

624. 
Strata  of  Biggs's  mt,  689. 

*'      ""  Brock's  gap,  224. 

"      ''  Catawba  and  Fort  Lewis 

mts,  222. 
Strata  of  coal  basins  of  Eastern  Yir- 

ginia,  646. 
Strata  of  ooal  measures  approadiing 

the  Ohio,  332,  838. 
Strata  of  Eocene  of  Peninsula,  434. 
Strata  of  grayel  and  cobble-stones, 

713. 
Strata  of  Great  Western  coal  field, 

114,  350-361. 
Strata  of  Massanutten  ranges,  168, 

220. 
Strata  of  Middle  secondary,  328. 
Strau  of   r^on  south   of  James 

river,  263-276. 
Strata  of  sand  and  claj  overlaying 

beds  of  marl,  276. 
Strata  of  South  West  mt.,  466. 

"      "  the  Allegheny  mt.,  688. 

"      "  the  Middle  secondary,  cast 

of  the  Blue  Ridge,  471. 
Strata  of  the  Sweet  Springs  valley, 

616. 
Strata  on  Ohio  river,  604,  606. 

'•      "  the  Potomac,  428-430, 436, 

"      **  Potomac   associated   with 

infusoria,  461,  462. 
Strata  on  the  Rappahannock,  430- 

432. 
Strata,  origin  of  undulations  of,  in 

Appaladiian  chain,  331. 
Strata,  position  of,  preventing  the 

occurrence  of  thermals  in  Sweet 

Spring  valley,  693. 
Strata,  remarkable  exposure  of.  In 

Hampshire  ca,  117. 
Strata,  synclinal  basin  of  Ohio  river, 

described,  ^82,  883. 
Strata,   terms   used   in  describing, 

608-609. 
Strata,  theory  of  elevation  of,  in  Ap- 
palachian chain,  624-630. 
Strata,  thickness  of  Miocene,  63,  64. 


Strata,  thickness  of,  nearWestenn 

port,  88S. 
Strata,  Upper  secondary,  440-443. 
Strata,  variation  of  dips  of,  markmg 

beginniog  of  Great  Western  series^ 

108. 
Strata  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  oce- 
anic origin  of,  166. 
Structure  and  principal  rocks  of  the 
,  Great  Western  eotd  region,  830.  . 
Structure  of  Appalachian  chain,  608, 

612-622. 
Structnre  of  Appalachian  diun,  Pro£ 

ffitchoock  on,  606. 
Structure  of  the  Wealden  formation, 

Dr.  Fitton  on,  640,  641. 
Subcarboniferous  -penod  of  the  salt 

and  gypsum  deposits  of  the  Hol- 

ston  north  fork,  728. 
Suggans,  miners'  name  for  nodules 

ofironoTe,688. 
Subterranean  gases,  action  of,  627, 

631. 
Subterranean  undulations,  627. 
Sulphate  of  baryta,  see  Baryta. 
**         "  iron  In  elays,  6a 
*«         "  iron  in  mari  beds,  44, 46, 

260,  279. 
Sulphate  of  iron,  see  Iron. 
Sulphate   of  lime,    crystals  of,   in 

Eocene,  666. 
Sulphate  of  lime  in  green  sand  marl, 

7. 
Sulphate  of  Ume,  see  Lime. 

*«        <*  magnesia,  see  Magnesia. 
Sulphates  in  cliffs  of  Rappahannock, 

430. 
Sulphates  in  springs,  see  Analyses  of 

springs. 
Sulphides  in  springs,  see  Analyses  of 

springs. 
Sulphuret  of  iron,  97. 
Sulphuret  of  iron  in  coal  of  Ohio 

river,  607. 
Sulphur  in  clay,  60. 
Sulphur  in  Miocene  marl,  46, 60, 127, 

426,  430,  434. 
Sulphuric  add  a  test  for  magnesia  in 

limestones,  214. 
Sulphuric  add  the  cause  of  the  de- 
struction of  shelly  matter  in  marls, 

127. 
Sulphurous  springs,  649. 
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Saigent,  717. 

Sanrey,  act  aathorizin|^,  28,  762. 

Surrey,  chemical  department  of,  192, 
416. 

Sarrey,  chemical  detuls  of,  884-410. 

Surrey,  chemical  inquiries  connected 
with,  186. 

Survey,  completion  and  preparation 
of  final  report  of,  648-M6. 

Surrey,  delays  in  prosecution  of,  149. 

Surrey,  details  not  contemplated  In 
annual  reports  of,  126. 

Surrey,  difficulties  often  encountered 
in  geological  explorations  in,  167. 

Surrey,  graphical  department  o^ 
187,  198,  416. 

Stirvey  in  North  Western  district, 
883. 

Survey,  laboratory  work  of,  186, 192. 
^      money  expended  on,  418. 
"      number  and  extent  of  the  re- 
sults of,  648. 

Survey  of  New  York,  names  of  for- 
mations used  in,  717. 

Survey  of  Penn*,  names  of  forma- 
tions adopted  in,  717. 

Survev,  operations  of,  in  western  coal 
field,  880,  484, 486. 

Survey,  operations  of,  in  Appalachian 
region,  641-643. 

Survey,  operations  of,  in  northwest- 
em  district,  883. 

Survey,  operations  of,  in  region  west 
of  Greenbrier  river,  and  in  valley 
of  Kanawha,  372-884. 

Survey,  organization  of  corps  of  as- 
sistants for  1840,  418. 

Survey,  organization  of  corps  for 
1841,689-640. 

Survey,  plans  of  operations  for,  120, 
166,  191-193,  250,  281-283,  413- 
418,  463-455. 

Survey,  progress  of,  to  1841,  417- 
418. 

Survey,  proposal  of,  by  Hon.  P.  A. 
Browne,  in  letter  to  Gov.  Floyd, 
749. 

Survey,  report  of  committee  on,  764. 
"  tasks  allotted  to  assistants, 
year  1839,  248. 

Survey,  time  required  for  completion 
of,  143,  643. 

Survey,  topographical  branch  of,  120. 


Sosquehanna  division  of  AppaUdiian 

belt,  604,  610. 
Syenite,  721. 

'*       described,  288. 

*«       homblendic,  289. 

**       of    Harris'  branch,    James 

river,  308. 
Syenite,  porphyritic,  818. 
Synclinal  basin  of  Ohio  river,  882. 
""        basin  of  Catawba  and  Fort 

Lewis  mts.,  726,  726. 
Synclinal  basin  of  the  Massanutten 

mts.,  722. 
Synclinal  mt.  defined,  606. 
Synedra  Ulna,  786. 
Systephania  Corona,  736. 

Tseniopteris  latifolia,  668. 

''  magnifoUa,    646,    661, 

652,  668. 
TiDniopteris  major,  668. 

**  sciUiminea,    646,     661. 

662,  668. 
Tnniopteris  vittata,  646,  661,  662, 

658. 
Talc,  83,  286,   288,  291,  298,  801, 

306,  310,  466,  459,  462,  466,  467, 

469. 
Talc  described,  285. 
Taloose  limestone,  see  Limestone. 
**       serpentine,  464. 
'*       slate,  468,  464. 
Talc  slate,  described,  292. 
Taunus  ch^n  of  mts.,  structure  of, 

similar  to  that  of  Appalachian  belt, 

640. 
Technical  terms,  explanation  of,  202. 
TellinsB,  83. 

Temperature  in  coal  mines  of  East- 
ern Virginia,  669-674. 
Temperature  in  shafts  either    just 

completed  or  in  progress,  671, 672, 

678. 
Temperature ;  law  of  its  increase  as 

we  descend  beneath  the  surface  of 

the  earth,  669,  674. 
Temperature,  observations  o^  at  dif- 
ferent depths,  in  mines  actually  or 

but  lately  in  operation,  670. 
Temperature  of  air  at  springs,  682- 

684. 
Temperature  of  air  at  Warm  springs 

and  at  Richmond,  table  of,  666. 
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Temperature  of  BpriDgfi,  566,  582- 
684. 

Temperature  of  springs  in  Appala- 
chian chain,  578,  5'i9. 

Terebratula,  102,  106,  172,  176,  180. 

Terms  used  in  describing  stnictnrc, 
608,  609. 

Terraces   of   hills   near   Kanawha, 
879. 

Terrace  stmcture  at  Vineyard  hill, 
879. 

Tertiary  formation,  717. 

**  adjoining  Primary  on  the 
east,  254. 

Tertiary,  age  of  Anerican,  664. 
**        as  described  by  Mr.  Con- 
rad, 12. 

Tertiary,  borings  in,  recommended, 
268. 

Tertiary,  boundaries  of,  28,  29,  251, 
449. 

Tertiary  clay    oontaining  casts    of 
shcU8,446. 

Tertiary  cliffs   on  York  river    de- 
scribed, 87-88. 

Tertiary,  condition  of  shells  in,  83. 
'*       definition  of  term,  16. 
""       deposit,  Mr.  LyeU  on,  16. 
''  ''      at   Fortress    Mon- 

roe, 725. 

Tertiary  of  Europe,  16,  16. 

*'  a  deposit  of  sand  and  clay 
transported  subsequent  to  forma- 
tion of,  257. 

Tertiary,  description  of  Miocene  dis- 
trict of,  427. 

Tertiary,  diatoms  of  western  outcrop 
of,  726. 

Tertiary,  diluvial  action  on,  666. 
"       discovery  of  the  extension 
of,  at  mouth  of  James  river,  726. 

Tertiary,  disposition  of  the  fossils 
in,  85-86. 

Tertiary,  explanation  of  column  rep- 
resenting strata  in,  264. 

Tertiary,  extent   and  topographical 
features  of,  419-420. 

Tertiary  extent  of,  eastward,  733. 
"      Eocene  and  3Iiocene  shells 
of,  669^78. 

Tertiary,  fossils  of,  661-673. 

Tertiary  of  Virginia,  no  traces  of 
fresh- water  fossils  in,  16. 


Tertiary,  geology  and  topography  of, 

261-265. 
Tertiary,  infusorial  stratum  in,  449- 

463. 
Tertiary,  in  vicinity  of  Smithficld, 

276. 
Tertiary,    irregularity    in    western 

boundary  of,  261. 
Tertiary,  limits  of,  in  tract  south  of 

the  James  river,  269,  263. 
Tertiary,  limits  of  Miooene  and  Eo- 
cene districts  of  Peninsula,  421- 

425. 
Tertiary,  lower,  in  Alabama,  12, 
"        lower,  strata  of  described, 

17. 
Tertiary  marl,  see  Marl. 
Tertiary  marl  region,  defined,  25,  28. 
"         "        "       railroads  from 

Carolina  to  New  York  following 

boundary  of,  254. 
Tertiary,  near  Petersburg,  448. 
**         "     Richmond,  442. 
*'       Middle,  12. 
"       Mk>cene,  28,  82, 419. 
'*       no  older  formation  than,  on 

James  river,  below  Farra^s  island, 

442. 
Tertiary,  on  the  Meherrin,  Nottoway, 

and  Blackwater  rivers,  276,  277. 
Tertiary,  probability  of   the  extent 

eastward  of,  beneath  the  plun  of 

Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne  cos., 

257-26a 
Tertiary  shells,  Mr.  Conrad  on,  664. 
**       south  of  James  river,  261. 
**       subdivisions  of,  16. 
«*The  Cause    and    Phenomena   of 

Earthquakes,'*  Michell  on,  682. 
Theory  of  the  flexure  and  elevation 

of  the  strata  of  Appalachian  chain, 

624. 
Thermal  springs,  see  Springs. 

'*       springs  in  connection  with 

the  theory  of  volcanic  agency,  677. 
Thermal  springs  referred  to  a  "perva- 
sive subterranean  heat,  696. 
Thermal  springs,  temperature  of,  not 

dependent  on  superficial  causes, 

579. 
Thermometer,  use  of,  in  measuring 

heights,  198. 
The  tunnel,  91,  719. 
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Titanium,  88. 

Topognphical   mmpv   by   Mr.    Jed. 

HotchkiBs,  121. 
Topographical  map,  see  Map. 
Topography  of  Appalachian  ohain, 

602. 
Topography  of  northern  portion  of 

Tertiary  of  Yur^a,  419. 
Transactions  of  Geological  Society  of 

London,  689. 
Trap,  88,  21S,  808, 828,  829,  466. 

"    associated  with  coke,  677,  678. 
Trap,  greenstone,  476,  477. 

"     modifying  influence  of,  476. 
Traprock  associated  with  Middle  sec- 
ondary, 476,  480. 
Travertine,  as  a  siibstitiite  for  lime- 
stone in  agriculture,  96, 104. 
Travertine,  formation  of,  by  streams, 

96,  104. 
Travertine  in  For.  11, 172. 

**  **  neighborhood   of  the 

Sweet  springs,  104. 
Travertine  marl,  see  Marl. 

^        near      Covington      Hot 
springs,  104. 
Travertine,  rocky,  173. 
Tremolite,  469. 
Trenton  Division,  717. 
Trias,  767, 768. 

**     of  Europe,  766. 
Triceratium,  784. 

"  acutum,  786. 

"  amblyoceros,  786. 

^         Marylandicum,  786. 
TriIobitcs,94. 
Trough  near  Jennings's  gap,  Little 

North  mt.,  181. 
Tufaoeous  deposit  from  springs  at 

Snake  Run  mt,  688. 
Tufa  of  Falling  Spring  creek,  726. 
Turritella,  87,  887,  888,  784. 
"         altioosta,  87,  434. 
''         flttzionalis,  669. 
«*         Mortoni,  486. 
*<         plebeia,  484. 
**         quadri-Btriata,  661. 
*'         ter-striata,  484,  661. 
"         variabilis,  661,  662,  669. 

Umbral  limestone,  717. 
"      series,  688. 


Umbral  shales,  717. 

Unconformity  of  certain  strata  in 
Aaoic  rocks,  769. 

Upper  and  Lower  Mesozoic,  717. 
**     Barren  Group,  717. 
'<     Cambrian,  717. 
"     Carboniferous,  717. 
**     coal  group,  498-604,  717. 
*«       «'       «'      Monongdia,  604. 
tt       4i       «      on  Ohio  river,  618-. 
619. 

Upper  coal  group,  nse  of  terni^  48ft. 
*'     secondary,  717. 
**  **         ancient     diluvium 

of.  447. 

Upper  secondary,  character  and  con- 
tents of,  442-449. 

Upper  seoondaiy,  difficulty  of  dis- 
tinguishing, from  the  surface  drift, 
447. 

Upper  secondary  of  the  plain,  south- 
east of  the  Appomattox,  448. 

Upper  secondary  on  James  and  Rap- 
pahannock, 447. 

Upper  secondary  sandstone  of  Vir- 
ginia, belonging  to  Oolitic  period, 
642. 

Upper  secondary  stsiidstone  of  Vir- 
ginia, dipping  beneath  the  Eocene 
Tertiary,  712. 

Upper  secondary  strata,  variations  of 
dip  of,  446. 

Upper  secondary  strata,  vegetable 
impressions  in,  444,  446. 

Upper  secondary,  thidmess  of,  442, 
448. 

Upper  shale  and  sandstone  group,  nse 
of  term,  486. 

Upper  subcarbonifcrous  shales  at 
Hinton,  726, 

Utica  Division,  717. 


Vegetable  improssions  in  clay  i 
dated  with  infiisorial  earth,  462. 

Vegetable  impressions  in  shales  of 
ooal  measures,  876,  878. 

Vegetable  remains  in  eastern  ooal 
.  field,  resemblance  of,  to  those  of 
Oolite  coal  of  Europe,  646. 

Vegetable  remains  in  section  near 
Wheeling  creek,  618. 

Vegetable  remains  in  shales  of  Pride- 
vale  district,  690. 
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Vegetable  stems,  477. 
Veins  of  injection,  76. 
Venericardia  alticosta,  88. 
•*  asdo,  887,  671. 

**  planioosto,  67  L 

*'  granulata,  434. 

Venus,  887,  734. 

*'      oortinaria,  434,  668. 
*«     defoimis,  86,  87,  484. 
**      meroenaria,  42,  484. 
Vergent,  717. 

Vespertine  of  Narrowback  mt,  722. 
**         series,  688. 
«<         sandstone  and  coal,  717. 

Water,  action  of,  in  formation  of  peb- 
bles, 816. 

Water,  action  of,  on  shells  in  marl, 
271,  274. 

Water,  denuding  action  of,  881. 
"     nature  of,  in  Miocene  marl  re- 
gion, 40, 


Water,  temperature  of,  in  ooal  mines, 

672. 
Waters  of  Pyrmont,  H.  UofEman  on, 

677. 
Weald,  sections  in,  641. 
Wealdcn  of  Europe,  718. 
Wcalden  period,  712,  718. 
Whetstone,  77,  78. 

"         or  indurated  fire-clay  for 

manufacture  of  brides,  706. 
Whinstone  in  coal   measures  near 

Ridimond,  Va.,  677. 
White  sandstone,  616. 

Zamites,  646,  667. 

**     bleclmoides,  667. 

'*      heterophyllus,  649. 

*'     obtusif olius,  named,  666, 058. 
Zamites,  tenuistriatus,  667. 

<«  Whitbiensis,  667. 
Zanthiopyzis  oblonga,  786. 
Zodphytes,  102,  268. 
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Pabt  II. 
NAMES  OF  PERSONS  AND  PLACES. 


Aaron's  creek,  489,  490,  492. 
Abb*8  Talley,  195,  623. 
Abbyville,  482. 

Abingdon,  294,  395,  616,  726,  728. 
Abraham's  creek,  349,  351, 354, 356, 

408. 
Acasto,  1^1.,  632. 
Aocakeek  creek,  423,  425,  440. 
Accomack  co.,  417. 
Acquia  creek ;  sandstone,  29, 70, 4  23, 

435,  440,  443,  712. 
Adie,  Mr.,  443. 
Aestham  river,  466,  474. 
Aikin,  Prof.  W.  E.  A.,  156, 191, 192, 

247,  763. 
Aix,  in  Provence,  577. 
Alabama,  195,  317,  602. 

"        geological  division,605,612. 
"        eocene,  19. 
**        lower  tertiary,  14. 
Albemarle  co.,  77,  85,  91,  132,  247, 

285,  290,  800,  821,  413,  418. 
Albion,  422,  436. 
Alderson,  720. 
Aldie,  454,  469,  477,  478. 

"     turnpike,  475. 
Alexandria,  121,  454,  474,  709,  721, 

728,  729. 
Alexandria  and  Fredericksburg  cross- 
ing, 721. 
Alleghany,  719. 
Alleghany ;  Backbone  axis,  340,  350, 

359. 
Alleghany  co.,  161,  178,  179,  181. 
**        erroneous   application  of 

term,  110,  111,  113. 
Alleghany;   Front  ridge,  183,    195, 

260,  330,  335,  339  847,  349. 
Alleghany  and   North   mt.   region; 

springs,  101,  104,  106,  107. 


Alleghany;  coal,  408. 

"        mt,  26,  27,  588,  614. 
**         **    Hampshire  00.,  117. 
"         "    Penn.,  348,  622. 
"         "    range,  105. 
"         "    rocks  of,  97-111. 
Allen,  Mr.,  260. 
Alps,  The,  639. 
Alum  Spring   (Rockbridge    Alum), 

101,  558. 
Ambler's,  Col.,  452. 
Ambler's  hill,  Richmond,  783. 
Amelia  co.,  286. 

"      C.  H.,  481,  725. 
Amherst,  721. 

**       CO.,  85,  87,  91,  92, 281, 290, 
296,  311. 
Amherst  C.  H.,  481 
Anderson's,  Mr.,  827. 
"  mine,  63. 

«  pit,  634. 

Andrew's,  Mr. ;  limestone,  306. 
Angel's  rest,  109. 

**         **    mt.,  213. 
Anna  furnace,  681,  689,  694,  701, 

702. 
Anthony's  creek,  688. 
Appalachian  axes,  625,  627,  629. 
belt,  709. 
'*  region  west  of  valley, 

196. 
Applebuiy's  mt,  295. 
Appomattox,  727. 

"  mt,  wrongly  so  called, 

290. 
Appomattox,  falls  of,  71. 

"  river,  63,  261,  261,  823, 

326,   437,   442,   448,    456,    482, 
534. 
Arago,  M.,  594. 


809 


Arcber,  Mr.,  260. 
Arcfacr'B  creek,  804,  805,  891. 
Archcrshope,  150. 
Archer's  quarries,  807,  891. 
Amey's  towD,  7,  8. 
ArringtoD,  721. 
Arthur's  quarry,  890. 
Ashby's  gap,  466,  462. 

"    section,  454,  628. 
Ashby  ore,  692. 
Ashland,  724. 

Askema  mineral  springs  (noteX  589. 
Atkins's,  Mr. ;  marl,  158. 
Atlee,  719. 
Augusta  CO.,  27,  93,  174,  207,  629, 

604. 
Augusta  springs,  101,  224,  228. 
Austin,  Mr.,  639. 
Austin's  run,  423,  425. 
Austinyille  lead  mines,  726. 

Bachelor's  Hall,  821. 
Back  creek,  208,  890,  618. 

**        "      mt.,  161,  179,  247. 
Bacon's  Castle ;  marl,  48. 
Bagby's,  Mr.,  168. 
Baker's,  Mr.,  469,  704. 
Baker's  gold  mine,  728. 
Balbronn,  Europe ;  fossils,  649. 
Balcony  falls,  89,  98,  167,  204,  206, 

207. 
Bald  Eagle  axis,  614. 
Baldwin's  ridge,  464,  474,  475. 
Ballinger's  creek,  801. 
Balsam  mt,  416. 
Baltimore,  Md.,  140,  709,  712. 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  474. 
Bannister  river,  821,  826,  725. 
Baptist  yalley,  195. 
BarboursTille,  818,  454,  478,  720. 
Barksdale,  725. 
Bam  rock,  177. 
Bamett's   ford,  Bapid   Anne  river 

461,  473. 
Barney's,  Mr.,  702. 
Bamum's,  Mr.,  (quarries),  296,  814. 
Barr's  pits,  534,  535. 
Baruth,  654. 
Bas  Boulounais,  641. 
Basset's,  Washington,  52,  54. 
Bath,  226. 
Bath  Alum  Springs  (Brinkley's),  559, 

728. 


Bath  CO.,  161,  171,  177,  178,  179, 

181,  613. 
Bath  Springs  (Berkeley),  581,  590. 
Battersea,  467. 
Baylor's  run,  478. 
Beach  creek,  445. 
Beale,  Messrs.,  509. 
Bealeton,  721. 
Bear  creek,  861. 
"    creek  furnace,  867. 
"    ishind,  70. 
"    Knob,  208. 
Beard,  Mr.,  448. 
Beatie's  drift,  702. 
Beatty's,  Mr. ;  coal,  866,  409. 
Beaver  creek,  66,  88,  287,  297,  304, 

806,  890. 
Beaver  dam,  72,  441,  719. 

^*      Meadow  basin,  Penn.,  618. 
Bedford  co.,  81,  287,  290,  294. 
Beech  island,  474. 
Bee  run,  868. 

Belgium ;  Geological  Structure,  689. 
Bell  creek  coal,  881,  406. 
Bellefield,  4,  80,  38,  724. 
Bellefield;  section,  481,  482. 
Belle  farm ;  marl,  48. 
Bellefonte,  614. 
Belmont,  430. 
Bent  mt.,  196,  482. 
Bennett's  creek,  258,  278. 
Berkeley,  56,  60,  260. 

^        anthracite  coal,  100. 

"        CO,  27,  99. 

''        Springs,  Bath  co.,  681. 
Berkshire  marble,  606. 
Berkshire  valley,  Mass.,  606. 
Berks  co.,  Penn.,  622. 
Bermuda  Hundred,  260. 
Bernard's,  Mr.,  153. 

"  Wm.;  marl,  161. 

Berthier,  M.,  8. 
Berthesay's  coal  bank,  517. 
Berwyn  mts.,  688. 
Beverage's,  Mr.,  152. 
Bevil's  bridge,  482. 
Bideford,  689. 
Big  BufFaloe  creek,  362,  525 
"   Coal  hill,  697. 
"   Coal  river,  526. 
"   Fort  valley,  169,  174,  220,  221, 
522. 
Biggs's  mt.,  689. 
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Big  biU  coal,  708. 
"   Kanawha,  506. 
*'  Lick,  892. 
"   Monocacy,  474. 
**   North  mt.,  204. 
"   Sandy  ridge,  588. 
''   Sandy  rircr,  868,  409,  488,  498, 

604,  506,  526,  584. 
«*   Sandy,  valley  of,  486. 
'*   Scwall  mt.,  116,840,  842,878, 
405,  406. 
Big  Spring,  727. 

Big  and  Little  Timber  ridges,  182. 
*'   Tackahoe  creek,  483. 
«*  Tunnel,  727. 
"   Yellow  creek,  608. 
Billup8*0,  Kr.;  marl,  152,  168. 
Birdsong,  Henry ;  marl,  889. 
Bischoff,  Prof.,  677,  678,  679,  694. 
Bizarre  EsUte,  328,  827. 
Black  creek,  387. 
Black  Heath  mines,  63,  65, 482. 
Black  Heth  Co.,  571. 

"         "    new  shaft,  671,  678. 
Blackford,  Dr.,  221. 
Blackford's  furnace,  898. 

''  iron  mines,  220,  240. 

"  ore  bank.  Page  co.,  240. 

Black  Log  anticlinal  yalley,  Penn., 

618. 
Black  river    limestone,  Now  York, 

685. 
Black  rocks,  168. 
Blacks  and  Whites,  727. 
Blacksburg,  170. 
Blacksmith  coal  vein,  701. 
Blackwater  creek,  849,  860. 
"         river.  887,  888. 
Blaettermann's,  Dr.,  801. 
BUky's  Col. ;  marl,  152. 
Bloomeiy,  The,  896. 
Blowing  Cave,  Bath  oo.,  99,  728. 
Blow,  Col.,  277,  888. 
Blue  Ridge,  26,  72,  77,  88,  111,  184, 
156,  167,  171,  192,  195,  204,  290, 
296,  413,  440,  447,  481,  610,  628, 
680,  709,  725,  727,  769. 
Blue  Ridge,  rwks  of,  described,  89- 

92. 
Blue  Wdgo ;  valley  slopo,  197. 
**        "       secUona,  92, 454. 
"        "       Springs  (Buford's  Gap 
Springs),  684. 


Blue  Stone  mi.,  887,  840,  878. 
Blue  Sulphur  Springs,  106,  568. 
Blunt,  Krs. ;  marl,  889. 
Boasman,  Mr.,  877. 
Bohemia,  Polir  Scheifer  or  Tripoli  of, 

460. 
Boiling's  bridge,  261,  268,  267. 
Bolt  hiU,  689. 
Bonsabk's,  727. 
Bonn,  677. 

Bond  springs,  683,  590,  691. 
Booker's  mine,  7& 
Booth's  creek,  490,  491,  696. 
Booth's,  Mr.,  154,  686. 
"        mill,  887. 
"        Mr.  George,  482. 
Booth,  Prof.,  712. 
Bore  Auger  mt.,  287. 
Borodino,  422. 
Boston,  726. 

"      Society  of  Nat.  Hist.,  677. 
Botetourt  co.,  93,  136,  208,  218. 

"        springs,  101,  228. 
Borden,  Mr. ;  marl,  388. 
Bowers,  Dr.;  marl,  887,  888. 
Bowman's  hollow,  881,  382. 
Boxley's  gold  mine,  723. 
Boyd,  Dr.  Gooige  W.,  192,  247,  418, 

416,  639,  763. 
Boyd's  Hole,  436. 
Boydton,  482. 
Boyer's  mill,  496. 

**      mine,  498. 
Boykin's,  728. 
Bracken's  Ridge,  116. 
Branam's,  CoL  Phil ;  marl,  161. 
Branch  mi.,  181,  182. 
Brandonville,  409. 

**  nwd,  863,  868. 

Brandy,  721. 
Branzbui^,  862,  358,  854,  866,  406, 

407. 
Bratton's  Ridge,  99. 
Braxton's,  A. ;  marl,  162. 
**         Dr.  Charies,  61,  52. 
"         Dr.  Corbin;  marl,  19,  60. 
Bream's,  Mr.,  381. 

coal  bank,  407. 
Brcmo,  72,  78,  79. 
BrcntviUe,  474. 
Bridge  hollow,  382. 
Briery  axis,  369,  862,  379. 
'*     branch,  228. 
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Briery  mt.,  860,  861,  863. 
Briggs,  Mr.  C,  418,  640,  768. 

**      Gapt. ;  marl,  888. 
Brine  Springs,  142. 
Brinklej's  ^ur  Spring  (Bath  Alum), 

659. 
Bristoe,  721. 
Bristol,  728. 

"     hot  wells,  Eng.,  677. 
Broad  run,  464,  478,  728. 

"     Top  coal  field,  622. 
Broadwater  bridge ;  marl,  888. 
Broadway,  261,  442,  448,  718. 
Brock*s  gap,  224,  228. 
Brogniart.  M.,   16,   647,  649,  660, 

651,  667. 
Brook  creek,  172. 
Brooke  oo.,  883,  436,  606. 
Brooke,  Mr.,  443. 
Brooke's,  724. 

«         run,  468,  473,  474. 
Brook's,  292,  297. 
"       drift,  881. 
**       mUl,  423,  426,  440. 
Brookneal,  288,  811. 
Brora  coal  field,  648,  646,  649. 
Browne,  Peter  A.,  749. 
Brown,  Mr.,  647. 
Brown's  gap,  89,  204. 

"       mt.,  99,  177,  584,  688. 
Brown's  ridge,  98. 
Brownstown,  720. 
Bmnswick,  70. 

C.  H.,  481. 
Brash  mt.,  165. 
Brushy  mt.  111,  201,  204,  219,  220, 

611,  617,  726. 
Brushy  ridge,   102,   109,  836,  616, 

624. 
Bryant  Mr. ;  marl,  889. 
Buchanan,  206,  208,  212,  216,  219, 

222. 
Buchanan's  banks,  141. 
Buck  creek,  441. 
Buck-horn  ridge,  614. 
Buck  Island  crcck^  301,  804,  892, 

467. 
Buckingham  co.,  27,  88,  126,  281, 

286,287,  290,  291,  233,  811,820, 

822,  459. 
Buckingham;  gold  belt,  814. 
«  C.  H.,  24. 

**  iron  works,  78. 


Buckingham  road,  488. 

Buckhind,  Dr.,  577,  689. 

Buck,  Mr.,  221. 

Buckton,  728. 

Buddies,  The,  140. 

Buffklo  creek,  216,  288,  807,  823, 

866,  720. 
Buffalo  Lick  run,  409. 

*«      Ridge,  87,  88,  808. 

•*      Ridge  spring,  87. 

"      river,  820,  822. 
Buford's,  727. 

"        gap,  206,  684. 

"         **      section,  482. 

**         *'      springs  (Blue   Ridge 
springs),  684. 
Bullenreit;  Europe,  664. 
BuU  HiU,  442,  448. 

"      "     creek,  449. 
Bull  Pasture  mt,  161,  162,  178, 181, 

613. 
Bull  Run  mt,  183,  134,  469,  460, 

461,  464,  476,  728. 
Bulltown,  506. 
Bumpass,  719. 
Burford's,  721. 
Burke's,  721. 

»*      run,  888. 
Burk's  garden,  684. 

"      swamp,  277. 
BurkcTiUe,  725,  727. 
Burlington,  334. 

Burning  spring,  874,  378,  606,  626. 
Burton's,  Mr.,  163. 
Burwell's  bay,  46,  276. 
Burwell,  Mr. ;  marl,  46. 
Burwell's  Mill,  4. 
Busby's  Spring,  684. 
Butchertown ;  infusoria,  462. 
Butler  ore,  693. 

Cabell  CO.,  844. 

CabeU's,  Mr.  J.;  marl,  47, 161. 

"       quarry,  306. 
Gacapon  axis,  590. 

'*       mt.,  SCO  Capon  mt. 

"        river,  159. 
Caermarthenshire,  Wales,  638. 
Ca  Ira,  812,  816,  820,  823. 
Calabrian  earthquake,  632. 
Caldweirs  mt,  204,  219,  220,  228. 
Caledonia,  N.  T.,  96. 
Calf  Pasture  river,  108. 
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Oallahan's,  105, 167,  181. 

Collie  iron  mine,  723. 

Calloway's  Rocks,  168. 

Cameron,  718. 

Camp  mt,  218,  221,  222. 

OampbeU  co.,  81,  68,  281,  285,  288, 

290,  291,  298,  811,  320,  890. 
Campbell  C.  U.,  804,  482. 
"       creek,  115,  879,  880. 
^       creek  coal,  406. 
Campbell,  David,  President  Board  of 

Public  Works,  148,  190,  246. 
Canada,  608,  005. 
Capitol,  The,  710. 
Capon  or  Cacapon  Springs,  588,  590, 

591. 
Capon  mt.,  161,  178,  181,  681,  590. 

"     Road,  718. 
Caradoc  sandstone,  638. 
Carey's  bridge,  277. 
Carlin's,  729. 
Carolina  border,  426. 
"       marl,  6. 
"       N.,  250,  264,  297,  807,  317, 

819,  821,  388. 
Carolina,  states  of,  316. 
Carr,  Mr.,  685,  689,  700,  701. 
Can's  run  coal  seam,  Ohio,  498. 
CarrsTille,  728. 
Carter's  Bridge,  801. 
Carter  co.,  Tenn.,  209. 
Carter's  creek,  426. 
Carter's,  H.  St.  L.,  486. 
"       mill,  475. 
**       mt.,  84,  461,  465. 
Cartrell's,  Mr.,  627. 
Carvin's  cove,  222. 
Carver's,  Reuben,  87. 
Cascade  Tillage,  821,  824. 
Castle  Hill,  216. 
Catawba  coal,  100,  136. 

"        creek,  228,  394,  617. 
"       furnace,  222,  229. 
**        iron  works,  220. 

mt.,  97,  99,  118,  165,  169, 

219,223,611,725. 
Catlett's,  721. 
Catoctin,  134. 
Catskill  mts.,  603,  609. 
Cedar  creek,  94,  181,  580,  718. 

"        "      valley,  583,  591. 

"        "     works,  530. 

"     grove,  898. 


Cedar  ran,  474. 
Central,  727. 
Centre  oo.,  Penn.,  618. 
Centreville,  474. 
Chalk  Level,  822,  825. 
Chancellor's,  182. 
Chantilly  cliffs,  420,  429. 

*«        creek,  428. 
Chapman's  ferry,  218,  217. 
Charles  City,  156. 
Charles  City  oo.,  166. 
Charleston,  116,  118,  842,  844,  878, 

879,  882,  388,  485,  606,  720. 
Charlestown,  170,  172,  215,  718. 
Charlotte  C.  IL,  289,  322,  826,  48a 
""  "       section,  481, 482. 

"       CO.,  281. 
"       line,  811. 
CharlottesvUle,  24,  88, 295, 800,  466, 

719,  721. 
Chatham,  722. 

Cheat  mt.,  117,  201,  889,  840. 
^     river,  885,  860,  363,  365,  868, 
870,  409,  488,  491,  506,  682. 
Chericoke,  52. 
Cherry  Point,  481. 
Cherrystone  creek,  822. 
Chesapeake  bay,  25,  89,  121,  783. 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  216. 
Cheshire,  Eng.,  112,  113. 
Chester,  724. 

*'       gap ;  section,  454. 
Chesterfield,  27,  63,  66, 69,  414,  718. 
"  C.  H.,  483. 

'*  CO.,  68,  69,  70,  126,  131, 

156,  261. 
Chesterfield;  coal,  480. 

"  coal  basin,  446, 533, 684. 

«*  depot,  442. 

**  turnpike,  482. 

Chestnut  rfdge,  528,  684,  622. 
"  "      axis,  621. 

"         «       Penn.,  868, 888. 
Chestnut's  store,  321. 
Chevallie,  J.  A.,  Esq.,  565. 
Chiokahominy  |iver,  80,  446,  484, 

665. 
Chili ;  earthquakes,  686. 
ChUder's,  Mr.,  377. 
Chilton's  plantation,  306. 
Chimney  rocks,  216,  223. 
Chingotcaguc  creek,  128,  421. 
Chinquapin  run,  888. 
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Chipoak'8, 150. 

'*         creek,  269,  886. 
Chissel,  Col.,  88. 
€%opawamsic  creek,  441. 
Chowan  river;  section,  121. 
Christian,  Dr.  R. ;  marl,  47. 

"        Mr.  Robert,  47. 
Christian's  creek,  174,  808. 
Christiansburg,  111,  170,  727. 
Chuckatack,  269,  276. 

''  mill,  166,  286. 

Church  hill,  Ridunoad;    infusoria, 

451. 
Church  Road,  727. 
Cincinnati,  617. 
City  Point,  29,  56,  260,  448,  449, 

666. 
Oarksbuig,  117,  248,  884,  401. 
"  coal,  410,  486,  498. 

"  limestone,  499. 

Clarksburg  or  Morgantown  scam,  641. 
Clark's  gap,  729. 
ClarksTille,  482. 
Clear's  furnace,  571. 
Clellan  ore,  692. 
Clement's  ford,  807. 
demson,  Mr.,  647. 
Clermont,  155,  886. 
Cliff  rock.  Cheat,  687. 
Clifton,  721. 

"      forge,  688,  587,  724. 
Clinch  mt.,  620,  726. 

"       "     axis,  620. 

"      river,  602,  606. 
Clinton  furnace,  696. 

"      group,  618. 
Cloverdale  furnace,  208,  222. 
Clover  forest  road,  828. 
Cloverland,  188. 
Coal  creek,  Kanawha,  526. 
Coalbrook  dale,  634. 
Coalburg,  720. 
Coal  river,  117,  524. 

**    run,  100,  514. 
Cobb's,  448. 

**     creek,  442. 
Cobham,  719,  721. 
Cockle-shell  branch,  482. 
Cock's,  Mrs. ;  marl,  156. 
Cog^n's  Point,  17,  28,  55,  155,  166, 

260,  889,  666,  668. 
Col.  Ambler's  hill,  Richmond;  in- 
fusoria, 451.  * 


Colchester,  441. 
Cole's,  John,  690,  694. 

"     Point,  429. 

"     (Sam)  mine,  690. 
Coles,  Tucker,  Esq.,  86,  295,  297. 
Colesville,  488. 
College  creek,  165,  886. 

"      mill ;  mari,  84,  86. 
Collierstown,  221. 
Collin's  ferry,  288. 

"      ore,  698,  700. 

**      ore  banks,  708. 
Columbia,  24,  71,  72,  77,  288,  289, 

454,  456. 
Columbian  College,  710,  712. 
Combe-Martin,  689. 
Competition ;  section,  822,  482. 
Concord,  727. 

**      meeting  house,  441. 
Connecticut  valley,  817,  686. 
Conrad,  Mr.,  12, 14, 664, 666, 668,669. 
Conybeare,  Rev.  Mr.,  577,  750. 
Cook's  mUl,  826. 
Coomb's  property,  699. 
Cooper's  mt.,  228. 
Corbell's,  Col. ;  marl,  155,  886. 
Cornwall,  Wales,  688. 
Cotopaxi  works,  208. 
Cotton  Hill,  874,  720. 
Courthouse  creek  bridge,  168. 
Covan,  Mr.  Johnson,  854. 
Cove  mt ;  section,  624. 
Covesvillc,  721. 
Covington,  97,  102,  104,  219,  614, 

719,  724,  725. 
Covington;  section,  24. 
Cowherd's,  Colby ;  limestone,  620. 
Cowpasture  hills,  99,  181. 

**         river,  179,  728. 
Cowper's,  Mr.;  marl,  164,  886. 
Cox's  (UrX  mine,  584. 
Cox  and  Hannah's  coal,  407. 
Crab-bottom,  174. 

**       vaUey,  171,  1.74,  176, 

612. 
Crab  creek,  519. 

'«    creek,  Md.,  848. 

**    Orchard  road,  868,  867,  868. 
Crabtree  "      349. 

Craigsville,  719. 
Crane,  Mr.,  865. 
Crawford's  mt,  217,  219,  226,  228, 

894. 
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Greek  pit,  588,  670. 
Gresap's,  Kr. ;  coal,  410. 
Crimson  sulphur  spring,  624. 
Cripple  creek,  189,  726. 
Crocker's,  Major;  marl,  166,  886. 
Crooked  creek,  Point  Pleasant,  625. 

**       run,  474. 
Crosswick's  a'eek,  7. 
Crouch's  lower  shaft,  635. 

'*       mine,  63. 
Crowe's,  106. 
Crump,  Mr.  B. ;  marl,  47. 
Culpeper,  721. 

"        CO.,  125, 132, 188,  817, 826, 
468. 
Culpeper  C.  H.,  454,  478,  474,  478. 
Cumberland,  121,  612. 

**  CO.,  69,  78,  281,  284, 

289,  820,  828. 
CumberUind  C.  H.,  812,  316,  826. 

"«         section,  480,  481. 
gap,  681. 

"  Md.,  847. 

"  mt.,  196,  608,  629. 

"         valley,  Pcnn.,  608,  622. 
Cunningham,  Mr ,  867. 
Curratoman,  47. 

"  river,  426,  480. 

Cutcb,  geology  of,  647,  666. 
Cuvicr,  M.,  16. 
Cyclopean  towers,  216. 
Cypress  creek,  276. 

Dagger's  Spring  (Dibbrell's),  661. 
Dallas  river,  821. 
Dan  mt.,  886,  848,  849. 

«*    river,  821,  822,  824,  726. 

"    river,  N.  C,  718. 
DanvUle,  289,  822,  722,  726. 
Darst's,  207. 
Darwin,  632,  634. 
Daubeny,  Dr.,  577,  678,  589,  694. 
Davy,  664. 
Davy's  mt,  116. 
Day's,  Mr.  H. ;  marl,  163,  885. 
Day's  Point,  164,  258,  269,  272,  276, 

885. 
Dean,  Mr.,  80. 
Decker's  creek,  486,  488,  490,  493, 

603,  506,  571,  696. 
Deem's  coal,  406. 
Deep  Bottom;  marl,  156. 

"         "         James  river,  449. 


Deep  Hole,  262, 442. 

''    Hollow  creek,  409. 

"         **      run,  366,  867. 

"    river;  coal  rocks,  718. 

"*    run ;  coal  basin,  446,  535. 

"    Run  church,  484. 

"      "      pits,  65. 

<*    Shaft  mine,  63. 
De  la  Bache,  Sir  H.,  687,  688. 
Delaplane,  723. 

Delaware  and  Chesapeake  canal,  6. 
Delaware;  geological  division,  604, 

609. 
Delaware  river,  8,  681,  711. 
Deposit  mine,  75. 
Devil's  Backbone,  176. 
Devonshire,  638. 
Dibbrell's   spring   (Dagger'sX    226, 

390,  395,  661. 
Dickson's  sulphur  spring,  561. 
Difficult  creek,  849,  861,  869,  468. 
Dippe ;  springs,  579. 
Dillenburg,  640. 
Dinwiddle  C.  H. ;  section,  481. 
Dispatch,  726. 
Disputanta,  727. 
Dittoway  branch  of  Jones's  creek, 

483. 
Dogwood  ridge,  115. 
Dolomicu,  M.,  632. 
Donally  (Reynolds  and  DonaQy),  880, 

881. 
Dora  coal  mines,  722. 
Douglas's;  marl^  156,  886. 
Dover  diurch,  483. 

**     mill,  on  Little  river,  469. 
Downing's,  Mr.  S. ;  marl,  151. 
Dranesville,  463,  473,  476. 
Draper's  mt.,  165, 196, 219,  228, 727. 

"       valley,  228,  584. 
Drew,  Benj.,  888. 
Drewry's  Bluflf,  724. 
Dry  creek,  823,  482. 
"   Fork,  722. 
'«      <«     Cheat  river,  826, 335, 849, 

850. 
Dry  river  gap,  182. 
"    run  basin,  481. 
"    Run  gap,  769. 
"   Seneca  creek,  Md.,  474. 
Dromagh  coalfield,  Ireland,  689. 
Dublin,  727. 
Ducatel,  Prof.,  19.  * 


815 


Dumfries ;  section,  441,  464. 
Dumont,  H.,  687,  689. 
Dumpling  island,  154,  686. 
Duncan,  Judge,  401. 
Dunkard's  creek,  603. 
Dunlap's  creek,  Monroe  oo.,  621. 
Duprez's  bridge,  277. 
DuYal's,  Mr. ;  marl,  168. 
DuTal  creek,  ore  beds,  690,  694. 
Dyer's  miU,  801,  391. 

Eagle's  nest,  436. 

Eastern    or    Potomac    basin,    849, 

861. 
East  Riyer  mt.,  688,  693,  629,  726. 
Eastern  Virginia,  6,  8,  49,  96,  649. 
Ebbing  spring,  686,  728. 
Eclipse  rock,  PrideTale,  698,  708. 
Edinburg,  718. 
Edmundson,  216. 
Edmondflon's    spring,  Augusta  co., 

668. 
Edmonson's  big  spring,  684. 
Edwards's,  Mr. ;  marl,  168. 
Edwinton,  Mr.,  443. 
Ehrenburg,  Prof.,  439,  735. 
Eifel  limestone,  640. 
Eight  mile  island,  618. 
Eighteen  mile  creek,  618,  626,  682. 
Elie  de  Beaumont,  M.,  622. 
Elk  creek,  890,  892,  628. 

"    creek  Iron  M.  Co.,  808. 

*'    Garden,  864,  866. 

'*    IsUind  creek,  802,  805,  811. 

"    river,  846^  879,  627. 

"   run,  474. 
Elkton,  474,  478. 
EUet's,Mr.;marl,  168. 
Elmington,  721. 
Ely,  Mrs.,  887. 
Elizabeth  City  oo.,  166,  272. 
Elizabeth  river,  261. 
Emmet,  Prof.,  89. 
Emmons,  Prof.,  606. 
English  (Warth  and  English),  407. 
Eppes's  falls,  482. 
Essex  CO.,  81,  163. 
Etna  furnace,  222. 
Evansville,  868. 
Evergreen,  66,  156,  260,  889,  666, 

668. 
Everlie's  mill,  861,  897. 
EvingtOD,  721. 


Faber's,  721. 
Fairfax,  464,  479,  721. 
Fairfax  co.,  469,  463. 
Fairfax,  Col.,  866,  400,  408. 
Fairfax's  stone,  348. 
Fair  Oaks,  726. 
Fall  creek,  722. 

"    Hill  mt.,  296,  296. 
Falling    creek;    section,    822,  441, 

481,  482. 
Falling  spring,  104,  681,  686. 
"         "       creek,  726. 
"         "       valley,  248, 614. 
"      river,  628,  312. 
Fall's  church,  729. 
Fahnouth,  69,  441. 
FarmviUe,  816,  818,  320,  322,  726, 

727. 
Farmwell,  729. 
Farra's  island,  442,  448. 
Faulcon's,  Mrs. ;  marl,  165,  886. 
Fauntleroy,  T.  W. ;  marls,  46. 
Fauquier  co.,   126,   134,  287,  317, 

826,  469,  468. 
Faure's  coal  bank,  882,  407. 

^      salt  furnace,  382. 
Fayette  oo.,  184,  196,  248,  406. 
Field's  creek,  869. 
Fincastle,  206,  216,  228,  895. 
Findlay's  mt.,  295,  818. 
Finney,  Capt,  634. 
Ilsh  Hall,  726. 
Fishing  creek,  121,  892,  605. 

♦*         •*       Ohio  river,  658. 
Fishersville,  719. 
Fitton,  Dr.,  637,  640,  641. 
Fitzgerald,  821. 
Fitzhugh,  Mr.,  448. 
Flanigan's  settlement,  86L 
Flat  creek,  806,  807,  891. 

"    swamp,  269,  277. 

"    Top  mt.,  196,  248,  641,  584. 
Floumoy's,  818,  827. 

**        ooal  pit,  822. 
Flowing  spring,  172. 
Floyd  CO.,  168,  171,  173,  196,  209, 

218. 
Floyd,  Governor  John,  749. 
Fluvanna  co.,  74,  78,  80, 125,  821, 

418. 
Folly,  The,  86,  88,  281. 
Folly  mine,  297. 
Forbes,  Prof.,  677, 579. 
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rord»8,  W. 

Forest^  727. 

Foree,  The,  108. 

Fork  meeting-house,  478. 

Fork  mi.,  614. 

Forman's  plantation,  897. 

"  Kobert;  coal,  409. 
Forrer's  bank,  Page  co.,  529. 
Fort  Defiance,  718. 

"    Lewis  mt,  196,  219,  222,  628, 

726. 
Fortress  Monroe,  725,  783,  785.' 
Fort  mt.  synclinal,  728. 

**    Spring,  720. 

•*    valleys,  174. 

*'    Washington,  14. 
Four  Mile  tree ;  marl,  165,  886. 
Fox  Creek  gap,  769. 
Fox's,  Mr.,  62,  54,  674. 
France,  186. 
Franklm,  297,  887,  888,  728. 

"        CO.,  26,  88,  290,  807,  812. 
Freeman's  ford,  474. 

"*         (Mr.)  landing,  509. 
Freestone  Pomt,  440. 
Frederick  co.,  27,  95,  99,  104,  174. 
Fredericksbui^,  7,  17,  69,  80,  125, 
181,    428,    440,   464,    712,   718, 

724. 
Frederick  HaU,  719. 
Frederickton,  Penn.,  608. 
Fixsnch  Garden,  Richmond ;  infusoria, 

461,  462. 
Friend,  Welsh  and  Co.*b  mines,  527. 
Friend,  Mr.,  881. 
Front  ridge  of  Alleghany,  623. 
Front  Royal,  723. 
Frostsburg,  Penn.,  848. 
Fry,  Mr..  878. 
Fulk's,  John;  marl,  162. 
Funks,  Mr. ;  marble,  12,  18.' 

OainesTille,  723. 
Galbraith's,  springs  near,  684. 
Gallahom,  Mr.,  448. 
Gallipolis,  834,  618. 
Gait,  Dickie ;  marl,  47. 
Gap,  The,  166. 

"  spring,  681,  686. 
Garden  mt.,  219,  689. 
Gardner,  Dr.,   on  mineral  springs, 

677. 
Garland,  Mr.,  801. 


Garrett's,  Mr.  R. ;  marl,  48. 

Gary's,  728. 

Gauley  mt.,  116. 

Gauley  river,  117,877. 

Gee,  Col. ;  marl,  889. 

Germanna  ford,  182,  464,  474. 

Gemonvel ;  fossils,  649. 

Genesee ;  geological  division,  717. 

Genito  road,  482,  483. 

George  creek,  822,  825,  879,  880. 

George's,  Mr.  Warner,  161. 

Georgetown,  464, 474, 479,  709. 

Georgia,  816. 

Gerardstown,  226. 

Carman  settlement ;  iron,  860. 

Germantown,  478. 

Gibson's  vein;  limestone,  619. 

Giles  CO.,  162,  166,  184,  196,  218, 

894,  728. 
Gill,  Mr.,  686. 
Gilmer,  Thomas  W.,  Prest  Board  of 

Public  Works,  412. 
Gish's,  727. 
Glade  creek,  307. 

**     spring,  728. 
Gloucester  0.  H.,  168. 

"         CO.,  48,  46,  152. 
Goblmtown  creek,  807,  812. 
Goldsby's  fall,  829. 
Goochland  co.,  27,  61,  71,  126,  130, 

247,  261,  414,  478. 
Goochland  C.  H.,  66. 

"         coal,  480,  684. 
Good,  Mr.  John  Mason,  758. 
Goodall's,  441. 
Goode's  bridge,  488. 
Goodwhi's,  W.  H. ;  mari,  166,  886. 
Goose  creek,   297,  807,  469,    478, 

477. 
Gooseman's  bridge,  487. 
GordonsviUe,  85,  800,  466,  620,  719, 

721. 
Goshen,  719. 

«      Pass,  728. 
Governor's  Hill,  Richmond,  60. 
Governor  St.,  Richmond;  infusoria, 

452. 
Graham's,  Mr.,  216,  217. 

"        bank,  Wythe  co.,  629. 
"        land,  139. 
''        station,  518. 
Grand  creek,  Kanawha,  626. 
Grant,  Capt  C.  W.,  647,  656i 
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Granville,  498. 

Graasy  Hill,  297. 

Grave  oreek,  617. 

Grayuon  co.,  110, 121,  126,  189,  196, 

416. 
Gray's  mill,  428,  440. 
Greaner's,  If r.,  Richmond ;  !nf  asoria, 

462. 
Great  Bridge,  257. 

"     FlatTopmt,  118,  887,  878. 

"     Kanawha  coal,  117,484. 

"     Kanawha  river,  117,  121,  248, 

830,  844,  878,  414,  485,  498. 
Great  Kanawha;  salt  wells,  118. 

**     and  Little  Kanawha  valley,!  18. 

"     Levels,  389. 

"     North  mt,  97,  176,  226,  690, 

**  Shenandoah  mt.,  169,  181. 

"     Willis  river,  828. 
Greenbrier  oo.,  161,  181,  184,  196, 

201,  248,  836,  841. 
Greenbrier  mt,  27,  118,  196,  248, 

887. 
Greenbrier  river,  108, 118, 181,  184, 

886,  872. 
Green  bottom,  619. 
Greenhole  pit,  670,  678. 

*«      .  shaft,  688. 
Green  mt,  86,  286,  298,  296,  465. 

**     mts.,  Vermont,  602. 

"      Spring,  Louisa,  469. 

"  "      gap,  226,  226. 

"         **      lands,  286. 
Greensville  oo.,  70,  248,  889. 

**  June,  724. 

Greenville  furnace,  870. 
Greenway,  288,  294,  803,  806,  890. 
Greenwood,  719. 
Gregory's  gap,  769. 
Grenville  works,  401,  402. 
Gresham's,  Mr. ;  marl,  168. 
Grey  Sulphur  Springs,  106, 109, 894, 

660. 
Gribblo,  Mr.,  869. 
GriflSn,  Major  T. ;  marl,  48. 
Griffith,  Mr.,  639. 
Ground  Squirrel  bridge.  So.  Anna 

river,  446. 
Guilford,  729. 
Guinea,  724. 

Gum  Camp  run,  868,  897. 
Gum  Spring  iron  ore,  686. 
Guyandotte,  844,  606,  618,  619,  720. 
85 


Guyandotte;  section,  24, 121. 

"         river,  121, 196, 416, 610, 
627. 

Eaco*s  land,  699. 

Hagan's,  Mr. ;  coal,  867,  399,  409. 

Haines  and  Snake-den  group  of  ores, 

698,  700. 
Haines  ore,  698,  694. 
Hailey's,  Capt. ;  marl,  162. 
Haibume,  G.  B.,  649. 
Halfway,  724. 
HaUfax  oo.,  281,  288,  820. 

"      C.  H.,  289,  480,  482. 
Halltown,  718. 
Hamilton,  729. 
Hamilton,  Mr.,  on  structure  in  Ire. 

land,  639. 
Hamilton  Place,  Nicholas  co.,  682. 
Hamilton;  ecological  division,  717. 
Hamilton's  knob,  228. 
Hampden  Sidney  College,  822. 
Hampshire  oo..  117,  163,  184,  196, 

880,  886,  847. 
Hampshire  coal  basin,  407. 

**         furnace,  896. 
Hampstead,  62. 
Hampton ;  marl,  166. 

'*  Roads;  section,  24. 

Hancock,  Col.,  811,  628. 
Hancock's  quarry,  892. 
Handsford,  Mr.  Morris,  877,  878. 
Hangmg  Ilocks,  179. 
Hanna  coal,  see  Hannah. 
Hannah's,  Cox  and,  407. 
Hanover  co.,  60,  61,  61. 

^    road,  Richmond ;  infusoria,  462. 

"    0.  H.,  719. 

**       "      section,  464. 
Hansford's  coal  seam,  406. 
Happy  creek,  728. 
Hardware  river,  79,  295. 
Hardy  coal  basin,  866,  407. 
Hardy  co.,  126,  Ifel,  177,  181,  196, 

248,  880,  386,  347,  850. 
Hare,  Dr.,  689. 
Harlan,  Dr.  R.,  758. 
Harper's  Ferry,  92,  170,  204,  454, 

621,522,718,769. 
Harrison  co.,  248,  844. 
Harrison,  Mr.  Wm. ;  marl,  47. 
Harrison's,  Mr.,  827. 

*'         mill ;  marl,  889. 
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HarriBonbarg,  718,  722. 

**  BectioD,  24. 

Harris's  Branch,  288,  303. 
Harrogate  mineral  springs,  589. 
Harry's  swamp,  262. 
Hartman,  Mieh'L,  867. 
Hartman's  iron  ore,  404. 
Hartz  mts.,  640. 
Harvey's,  Mr.,  363,  381. 
Hastie's,  Mr.,  698,  699. 
Hat  creek,  812. 
Hawk's  Nest,  720. 
Haycock's  Spring,  683. 
Hayden,  Dr.,  807. 

"       Mr.ChaB.B.,  118,  149, 166, 

191,  413,  768. 
Haymarket^  728. 
Hazel  run,  441. 
Healing  Springs  (Sweet  Alum),  581, 

724. 
Hedgeman's  river,  474. 
Hedgesville,  225. 
Hedley's,  Mr.,  162. 
Heder  Springs ;  Germany,  679. 
Helderberg  strata,  636. 
Hendricks,  Mrs.,  823,  327. 
Henkle,  Dr.,  212. 
Henry  Ciaj  furnace,  371,  488,  681, 

686,  687,  704. 
Henry  co.,  291,  307,  320. 

"     C.  H.,  297. 
Henrico,  718. 

CO.,  60,  61,  126,  130,  166, 

261,  414. 
Henrico  co.,  coal  basin,  446,  480, 

634,  636. 
Hering,  Mr.,  387. 
Hemdon,  729. 

"       creek,  360. 
Herring  creek,  166,  260. 
Hervey,  Mr.,  876,  876,  632: 
Heth's  (Col).,  deep  shaft,  633. 
Heth,  Potts  and  Co.,  633. 
Hewitt,  Mr.,  608. 
Hickerson's,  474. 
Hick's  ford,  262. 
Higgins,  Mr.,  366,  366. 
Hight  Point,  440. 
HighUnds,  The,  N.  T.,  603. 
High  Whitby,  Eng.,  649. 
Hill's,  Capt.,  62. 

"      Robert,  163. 
Hinton,  720. 


Hitchcock,  Prof.,  605,  606,  607. 

Hite's  mill,  172. 

Hoer;  Germany,  663. 

Hoffman,  677. 

Hogsback,  The,  641. 

HoUeman,  Joel ;  marl,  46. 

Hollow  ran,  403. 

HoUidaysbui^,  614. 

Holston;    geological   division,   604, 

611,  628. 
Holston  mts.,  206. 
"      region,  620. 
"       river,   112,  141,   178,  523, 

602,  604,  620,  726. 

Holston  river,  north  fork,  179, 199. 

"  "      south  fork,  416. 

**       salt  re^on,  112. 

"       valley,  140,  142,  177, 178. 
Hoosic  mt,  Mass.,  606. 
Hooton's,  362. 
Hopewell  creek,  627. 
Hopkins,  Mr.,  637,  640,  641. 
Homer's,  306. 

(Dr.)  esUte,  469. 
Horse  rocks,  338. 
Hotchkiss,  Mr.  Jed.,  121,  769. 
Hot  springs,  104,  666,  686,  724. 

"       **     vaUey,  106. 
House  mt,  196,  218,  220. 
Howard's  creek,  108,  116,  183. 

**        Lick,  Hardy  co.,  661. 
Hoy's  run,  Md.,  861. 
Huddleston's,  Mr.,  874,  376. 
Hudson,  N.  T.,  636. 

"       river,  603,  606,  610. 

"       river ;    geolo^cal   dlviuon, 

603,  609,  717. 
Hughes's  coal  banks,  407. 

"        creek,  874,  376,  377. 

"        river,  117. 
Hull's  creek,  433. 
Humboldt's  observations  in  Mexioo, 

669. 
Humphreys,  Gen.  A.  A.,  733. 
Humphrey's  spring,  661. 
Hundsruck  mt  chain,  640. 
Hunt,  Dr.  T.  S.,  769. 
Hunter's,  Mr. ;  marl,  163. 
Hunter's,  729. 
Huntersville,  183,  336,  684^ 
Hunting  camp  creek,  684. 
Huntii^ton,  720. 
Hunting  Quarter,  263,  273. 


819 


Hurricane,  720. 

Button,  Dr.,  M%  661,  654. 

Ice's  ferry,  506. 
niinoiB,  317. 

Indiana  Coal  Basins,  817. 
Indiana  co.,  Penn.,  622. 
Ireland,  Geology  of  southcm,  689. 
Irving's,  Mr.  EL ;  limestone,  806,  891. 
Iron  mt,  168,  164,  204,  206,  530. 
Isabella  furnace,  217. 
Isle  of  Wight  CO.,  46,  153,  248,  385. 
Isle  of  Wight,  Eng.,  641. 
Ivy,  Mr.,  277,  888. 
Ivy,  719.    . 
"   creek,  801. 
Ivey,  Mr.,  see  Ivy. 
Ivor,  727. 

Jack's  mt,  176,  297,  620. 

"        "    Penn.,  613,  618,  620. 

"        «'    flexure,  621. 
Jackson  co.,  844,  510. 
Jackson,  Dr.  Charles  T.,  605. 
Jackson's  mt.,  axis,  614. 

river,  101,  102,  179,  588, 

614,  719,  723. 
JacksonvUle,  501,  502,  508. 
Jamaica,  632. 
James  City;  marl,  11,43. 

"         "     CO.,  82,  40,  46,  155. 
James  river,  4,  12,  17,  48,  204,  262, 

269,  276,  288,  297,  320,  384,  414, 

434,  442,  456,  467,  481,  534,  616, 

711,  725. 
James   river  canal,  138,  295,  814, 

818,  890,  456. 
James  river;  coke,  677. 

*'        "      gap,  '769. 

^        ^      geological  division,  604, 

611. 
James  river,  lower  falls,  150. 

"        **      section,  454. 
Jarratt's,  724. 
Jefferson,  President,  761. 
Jefferson,  466. 

"        CO.,  95,  104. 
Jeffriee's,  R.  0. ;  mari,  151. 
Jenkins's  lime  kiln,  897. 
Jennings's  creek,  206. 

"        gap,  181,225,  227. 
**        gap  road,  563. 
Jeremie's  Kun,  769. 


Jerusalem,  887. 

Jesse's,  Mr. ;  marl,  47. 

Johnny  cake  creek,  249,  365,  356. 

John's  creek  mt.,  726. 

Jones,  A.  C,  886. 

Jones's,  A.  C. ;  marl,  155. 

**        Dr.,  151,  480. 
Jones's  mill;  marl,  152. 
Jones,  Mr.  C. ;  marl,  47. 
Jones's  plantation,  88. 
Jones,  Walter  ;  marl,  46. 
Jordan's  furnace,  102,  248. 
Jordan's,  Mr.  S.  P. ;  mari,  154,  885. 
Jordan  springs,  579. 
Junction,  724. 
Juniata ;  geological  division,  604,610, 

620. 
Juniata  region,  624. 

"      river,  601. 
Jura  mts. ;  stratk,  639. 

"    limestone,  649. 

Kanawha  co.,  118,  143,  344. 

"        falls,  720. 

"        river,  116,  842,  377,  888, 
406,  518. 
Kanawha  valley,  116,  250,  872. 
Kayser's,  101,  103,  724. 

'<        springs,  583,  585,  592,  594. 
Kceling's,  Mr.,  154,  385,  386. 
Keeny's  Knobs,  873. 
Keezlctown,  158,  174,  209,  220. 
Keller's,  see  Kelley's. 

**      creek,  sec  Kelley's. 
Kelley's,  874,  377,  406. 

"       creek,  378,  531. 

"       ore  bank,  289. 
Kelso,  Mr.,  365. 
Kell's  mt.,  221. 
Kenagay's  iron  furnace,  580. 
Kent,  Eng.,  641. 
Kentucky,  195,  214,  231,  333. 

"        line,  486. 
Kemstown,  718. 
Kerr's  run,  505,  610,  517. 
Keswick,  719,  721. 
Keysville,  725. 
Kilmarnock^  433. 
Kunberling  fork,  584. 
King's  creek,  509. 

'«      mill,  4,  35,  46,  155,  66a 

"      river,  320. 

''     salt  well,  142. 


Eing^s  tavern,  820. 
King  and  Queen  co.,  153. 
King  George  co.,  162, 419,  670. 
King  William  co.,  50,  163. 
Kingwood  coal  basin,  862,  868,  409. 
ferry,  866. 
"        road,  871. 
Rishiooquillas  Talley,  Penn.,  613. 
Kittoctin  creek,  469. 

"  '     mt,   466,   459,  460,   461, 
475. 
Kitrmiller'8  ;  coal,  855,  408. 
Enobly  axis,  618. 

*•      mt.,  161,  176,  178, 181,  348, 
612,  620. 
Enoxville,  604. 

^         geological    division,  606, 
611. 
Koenig,  M.,  648. 
Kurdsville,  323.  826. 

Lacher  See,  579. 
Lackland  tavern,  327. 
Lahn,  The,  Germany,  640. 
Lake  Champlain,  601,  603,  605. 
Lancaster  oo.,  47,  161,  419,  430. 
'»         "     Penn.,  610. 
C.  H.,  432. 
Lankester,  Dr.,  689. 
Laurel  Hill,  201,  248,  820,  840,  362, 

868,  371,  485,  490»  606,  682,  698, 

702. 
Laurel  Hill  axis,  370, 414,  621. 
Lawrence,  Mr. ;  marl,  387. 
Lawn's  creek,  150. 
Lawson's  (Mr.)  opening,  627. 
Lawyer's  Road,  721. 
Lea,  Mr.,  668. 
Leacock,  887. 

Leading  creek,  Ohio  river,  498,  617. 
Leaksville,  N.  C,  318,  321,  824. 
Lee,  Richard  Henry,  429. 
Lee  CO.,  165,  196,  216. 
Lee's  rat.,  294,  807. 
Leesburg,  472,  474,  476,  729. 
LeesviUe,  294,  297,  307,  390. 
Lehigh  river,  604. 
Lctart's  falls,  834. 
Lewisburg,  105,  108,  116,  136,  186, 

836. 
Lewisburg  valley,  116. 
Lewis  CO.,  844. 
Lcwistown  valley,  Penn.,  618. 


Lewis,  Mr.  Charles ;  coal,  618. 

"      Mr.  John,  626. 

"     Mr.  Samuel,  418,  639. 
Lexington,  102,  212,  214,  219,  226. 

**         section,  24. 
Liberty,  206,  297,  482,  727. 

"      road,  892. 
Licking  creek,  805. 

"      run,  478. 
Lick  mt.,  196,  219,  223. 

**    Mountain  range,  726. 
Ligon's,  297. 
Ligontown,    Appomattox ;    section, 

481. 
Limestone  creek,  467,  476. 
"         place,  801. 
"         run,  892. 
"        spring,  584. 
Linden,  723. 

Lindley,  Dr.,  647,  661, 654. 
Lindsay,  824,  719,  721. 
Lindsay's,  Capt,  300. 
IJnton,  639. 
Linville,  718. 

Lisbon  earthquake,  632,  684. 
Little  Beaver  river,  Penn. ;  section, 

604,  606,  607. 
Little  BufFaloe,  Kanawha ;  limestone, 

826. 
Little.  Falling  river,  288. 

"     Falls  run,  428,  440. 

"     Fort  mt.,  896. 

"     Fort  valley,  169, 174, 221,  241. 

**     Juniata  river,  614. 

"     Kanawha  river,  121,  414,  486, 

498,  606. 
Little  Kanawha  valley,  117, 121. 

**     Levels,  337. 

"     Lickinghole  creek,  66. 

"     Monocacy,  474. 

"     mt,  687,  688. 

"     North  mt,  27,  97,  100,  201, 

216,  219,  224,  228,  684,  690,  611, 

616,  628,  728. 
Little  North  mt ;  limestone,  624. 

"         «      "      ridge,  896. 

"     river,  442,  446,  469. 

"     Sandy  creek,  362. 

"     Seneca  creek,  Maryland,  474. 

"     Sewall  mt,  1 1 5,  196, 872,  405. 
Littletown,  4,  86. 
Little  Timber  ridge,  182. 

**     Tuckahoe  creek,  488. 
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Uttle  Walker's  mt,  16S. 

'*     Warm  Spring  mt,  108,  585. 

«*     Willis  river,  828. 
Liyerpool,  on  Ohio,  508. 
Llandeilo  flags,  638. 
Lockers  tavern,  170. 
Logan  G.  H.,  527. 
Lonaooning,  Md.,  408. 

"  Penn.,  348. 

Long  Branch,  440. 

**    creek,  442. 

'<    island,  BUonton  river,  822. 

«    mt.,  481. 
Loudoun  CO.,  182,  184,  214,  468. 
Louisa,  719. 

"       CO.,  61,   74,   78,  1»6,  247, 

286. 
Louisa  C  H.,  454. 
**     road,  800. 
Louisville,  Ky.,  214,  281. 
Lovingston,  818,  481,  721. 
Lower  Bee  run,  870. 

<*     Machodoc,  429. 

«     Virginia,  8,  6,  11. 
Lowerre*8,  Mr.,  445. 
Low  Moor  iron  mine,  728. 
Lucado,  721. 
Lucca,  waters  at,  654. 
Luckett's,  (Mr.)  quarry,  469. 
Lunenberg,  286. 

«        C.  H.,  481. 
Luray,  126,  215,  220,  221. 
Luzerne  co.,  Penn.,  622. 
Lycll,  Mr.,  16,  89,  577,  682,  666. 
Lynch's,  722. 
Lynchburg,   81,   86,   88,   182,   287, 

291,  297,  806,  820.  721,  727. 
Lynchburg  June.,  721. 

Machodoc  river,  429. 
Machadox  run;  marl,  152. 
Mack's  mt,  206. 
"      ruti,  164. 
Maclure,  Prof.,  645. 
Macdonald's  coal,  408. 
Macfarlane,  James.,  783. 
Madison's  cave,  723. 
Madison,  721. 
M'Afee's  knob,  219,  222. 
Makefree,  276. 
Maidenhead,  583. 

Main  st,  Richmond ;  infusoria,  452. 
Malyem  hills,  Eng.,  688. 


Manassas,  721,  728. 

"        gap,  196,  769. 
Manchester  crossing,  724. 
Manikintown  ferry  road,  483. 
Mann's,  Mr. ;  marl,  168. 
Margaretsville,  728. 
Marietta,  884. 
Marion,  728. 
Markham,  723. 
Marsden^s,  569. 
Marshall,  728. 
"        CO.,  510. 
"        Mr.  J. ;  mari,  47. 
Marsh  run,  Rappahannock,  468, 474. 
Martin  group  of  ores,  685,  687,  700, 

704. 
Martin,  Mr.,  687. 
Martin's,  J. ;  coal,  409. 
Martin's,  727. 
Martinsburg,  170. 
Martinsville,  807. 
Maryland,  5,  169,  196,  218,  254,  817, 

848,  359,  420,  712,  718. 
Mason  co.,  244. 
Mason's  cove,  222. 
Mason's,  Mr.,  889,  422. 

"        John  Y. ;  marl,  154,  885. 
Massachusetts,  602. 
Massanutten  mts.,  92,  168,  174,  196, 

212,  216,  218,  220,  722. 
Massanutten  valleys,  177. 
Massaponax   river,  428,   424,  440, 

444. 
Massenburg's  hill,  887. 
Mathews  oo.,  162. 
Mathias  point,  128,  421,  435,  486. 
Matlock,  Eng.,  577. 
Mattapony  river,  56,  58,  150. 
Maurertown,  718. 
Max  Meadows,  727. 
Maycox;  marl,  166. 
Maysville,  812,  814,  481. 
M'Call's  quarry,  141. 
McCienna's  bridge,  269,  276. 
McClure,  Mr.,  26. 

McHenry*s  thermal  springy  562,  581. 
Mclvor's,  721. 
McKelvy,  Mr.,  686. 
Meadow  branch,  227,  423,  440. 

"       mt,  109,  116,  872. 
Meadows,  The,  297. 
Mechanicsville,  463. 
Mechum  river,  719. 


Kechump  creek,  800,  467. 
Hechunk  creek,  80,  81,  82. 
Meherrin  river,  251,  266,  269,  277, 

888,  481,  726. 
Mecklenburg,  286. 
Menager,  Mr.,  619. 
Mercer  co.,  196,  248,  872. 
MerryweaUier  bridge,  84,  86. 
Mexico,  669. 
M^GaheysTille,  174,  220. 
Michael's  coal,  408. 
Michaers  (Wills  and  Michael's  pit), 

571,  673. 
Michell,  Mr.,  682,  688. 
Michigan,  722. 
Micle,  Mr.,  856. 
Middle  basin,  849,  866. 

"      fork  of  Potomac,  848. 

^      island,  Ohio  river,  608. 

"      mt.,  168. 

'^     Mountain  belt,  610. 

««      river;  Cheat,  702. 

"      run ;  Cheat,  686,  690. 
Middlesex  oo.,  44,  47,  130,  162. 
Middletown,  718. 
Midland,  721. 
Midlothian  mine,  69. 

"         new  shaft,  671,  672,  678. 
"         pit,  64,  69. 
Miffling  CO.,  Penn.,  618. 
Milford,  684,  724. 
Millboro,  719. 

"        sulphur  spring,  99. 
Miller's  furnace,  680. 
Mill  creek;  Cheat,  860. 
"      "        coal,  406. 
"      "        Jackson  co.,  Penn.,  605. 
Milligan's  creek,  109. 
Millington,  Mr.,  10. 
Mill  mt.,  98, 102,  248,  686,  690,  692, 

694. 
Mill  mt.  spring,  688. 
Mills's  mines,  64. 
Mills  and  Beid's  creek  pit,  683,  670, 

678. 
Millwood,  216. 
Milton,  720. 

Minor's,  Dr.;  mari,  168. 
Mississippi  river,  6,  167,  817. 
Missouri,  817. 
Mitchell's,  721. 

ford,  182. 
Mitchell's,  Mr.;  coal,  618. 


Mohawk  river.  New  ToriE,  602. 
Molly's  creek,  Campbell  co.,  822. 
Monmouth  co.,  K.  J.,  119. 
Monocacj  river,  Maryland,  475. 
Monongidiela  river,  844,  864,  414, 

491,  494,  608. 
Monongahek  valley,  117,  870,  486, 

498,  608,  610. 
Monongalia  co.,  880,  844,  868. 
♦»  **    Penn.,  248. 

"  coal  basin,  117,  408. 

''  glades,  869. 

Monroe  co.,  161,  181,  186,  196,  201, 

248,  269,  277,  887,  872,  887. 
Montgomery  co.,  94,  99,  126,  186, 
189,  160,  170,  196,  209,  216,  218. 
Montgomery  co.,  Maryland,  468. 
Montour's  ridge,  Penn.,  620. 
MontpeUer,  466,  467,  473. 
Monumental  church,  Ridimond;  in- 
fusoria, 461,  462. 
Moon's,  Mr.  J.  D.,  801. 
Moorefield,  126,  182. 
Moorfield,  old  road,  249,  866. 
Moore,  Mr.,  698. 
Moravian  Town,  722. 
Morgan  co.,  161. 

"      ford,  296. 
Morgantown,  348,  867,  884, 410, 491, 

498,  606. 
Morgantown  coal,  485. 

«*  road,  871,  697. 

Morton's  coal,  409. 
Morton,  Dr.,  70. 
Morton  mill,  827. 
Morton's  mine,  75. 
Mossy  creek,  94,  V7,  217,  630. 
Motley's,  Mr.,  158. 
Mountain  creek,  468,  474. 
"        lake,  726. 
"        run,  182,  462. 
Mount  Pleasant,  80. 
Mount  Jackson,  718. 
Mt.  Vernon,  860,  440,  441. 
«*   Airy,  826. 
"   Carmel,  899. 
"   Carmel  basin,  869. 
**   Crawford,  892. 
''   Meridian  mills,  94. 
"   Poney,479. 
"  Btuart,  436. 
"  Torrev,  168,  207,  208. 
Muddy  creek,  861,  868,  865,  867. 
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Muddy  creek  mt,  27,  109,  623. 

"      run,  466,  474. 
Mullica  Uill,  1. 
Murchison,  Sir  R.,  677, 687, 640, 647, 

648. 
Murray,  Mr.  Daniel,  216. 
Murrell's,  Mr.,  366. 
Musquito  Point,  431. 

Nansemond  co.,  164,  248,  886. 

**  river,  160,164,261,  266, 

269,  278,  276,  386. 
Kap^B  creek,  177. 

"         «     spring,  684. 
Narrowback  mt.,  228,  722. 
Kassau  thermal  springa,  677. 
National  road,  614. 

"  «     Penn.,  362,  867. 

Natural  Bridge,  206,  216,  726. 
Navy  Yard,  710. 
Neabaoo  creek,  441. 
NeaPs,  Mr. ;  marl,  168. 
Negro  mt.,  869,  361. 

"      "    axis,  621. 
Nelson  oo.,  86,  88,  92,  281, 286,  290, 

294,  296,  320^  390. 
Nelson's  (Mr.)  estate,  469. 
Neuewelt,  Germany,  663. 
Nevil's  (Mr.)  estate,  366. 
Newark,  468. 
New  Baltimore^  476. 
Newbem,  223. 
New  Brunswick,  819. 
New  Canton,  78,  80,  287,  802,  811, 

628. 
Newcastle,  61,  62,  64. 
New  Creek  mt,  161. 
«*    creek,  864. 

"  Egypt.  v,o. 

"    Fork  church,  442. 

"    Found  river,  442. 

*«    Glasgow,  721. 

"    Jersey,  87,  196,  264,  286,  317, 

602,  608,  712. 
New  Jersey  greensand,  8,  6,  59. 

**        *«      limestone,  94. 

'*    Kent  CO. ;  marl,  48,  46. 

"    London,  297,  482. 

«    Market,  82,  126,  170,  172,  212, 

220,  294,  802,  442,  474,  622,  718. 
New  river,  109,  116,  121,  189,  166. 

196,  217,  372,  604,  726. 
Newsom's,  728. 


New  York,  161,  197,  200,  214. 
NichoPs,  Mr.,  616. 
Nicholson's  mill ;  marl,  387. 
Nippenose  vallev,  614. 
Nittany  valley,  614. 
Nixon's,  Mr.,  62. 
Noel,  719. 
Nokesville,  721. 
Noland's  ferrv,  472,  478. 
Norfolk,  727. 

**      CO.,  248,  266,  266. 
Norris  group  of  ores,  691. 

"     coal  vein,  701,706. 
North  Anna  river,  26,  29,  487,  440, 

446. 
North  branch  of  Potomac,  869. 
Northbury,  28,  61,  62. 
North  Carolina,  81,  261. 

"  "        eocene,  68. 

«  "        Une,  121. 

•*     Danville,  722. 
Northern  Neck,  126,  180,  419, 420. 
North  Fork  mt.,  161,  176,  178,  181. 

**     Garden,  721. 
Northamptom  oo ,  417. 
North  Holston  valley,  140. 
North  mt.,  "27,  86,  92,  97,  101,  HI, 

219,  226,  616,  719. 
North  river,  98,  214,  216,  728. 
Northumberland  co.,  162,  419,  482. 

"  C.  H.,  482. 

Northwest  turnpike,  near  Winches- 
ter ;  limestone,  622,  623. 
Nottoway,  728. 

"        C.  H.,  481,  727. 

"        river,  261,  266,  261,  278, 

277,  887. 
Nottoway  swamp,  268,  278,  887. 
Nova  ScoUa,  819. 
Nowlan's,  822. 

Noyes,  Rand  and  Co.'8  coal,  880, 406. 
Nuttall,  Mr.,  647. 

Oaks's,  D. ;  marl,  162. 
Oaks,  Mr.,  180. 
Oatland  mills,  469,  476. 
Ocooquan  creek,  441. 
Ohio,  247,  260,  317,  833. 

"    river,  116,  121,  191,  260,  880, 

844,  874,  883. 

**    river ;  section,  506. 

**    valley,  114,  882,  419,  486,  608. 
Oldtown  creek,  618. 
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Oliphant's  f  arnace,  60& 
Oliver's  coal  seam,  407. 

"       F.;  marl,  168. 
Opequon,  172. 

Opossum  creek,  287,  804,  892. 
Orange  oo.,  74,  81,  85, 125,  132,  318, 

441. 
Orange,  721. 

**      C.  H.,  467,  473,  520. 
Organ's,  Mr. ;  marl,  155,  156,  886. 
Organ  cave,  108. 

Osborne's  ferry,  James  river,  448. 
Otter  river,  806,  307,  391,  722. 
Owens  creek,  294,  308. 
Oxford,  Eng. ;  clay,  649. 

Pacham,  MaJ  ;  marl,  889. 
Pader ;  springs,  679. 
Paddy's  cove,  584. 

"       mt.,  584,  590,  691. 
Paddytown,  848. 
Pagan  creek,  150,  251,257,269,  272, 

276. 
Page  CO.,  167, 173,  204, 207, 210, 215, 

621. 
PalUsades,  817. 
Palmer's  Col ;  marl,  16 It 
"        Mr.,  481. 
"        Mrs. ;  marl,  161. 
Pamplin's,  727. 
Pamunkey  river,  17,  28, 48,  67,  417, 

422. 
Pannel's  bridge,  822. 

"      mill,  826. 
Pannill,  Mr.,  468. 
Panther  gap,  588,  687,  728. 
Paris,  454. 

"    basin,  16, 17,  19. 
Paris  and  Wood's  coal  bank,  406. 
Parke,  Mr.,  422. 
Parkersbui^,  882,  844. 

"  on  Ohio,  486. 

Paric's  mill,  217. 
Paspitansy  creek,  435. 

hills,  420. 
Patrick,  Mr.,  881. 
Patrick  CO.,  26,  110,  121,  290,  807, 

812. 
Patrick,  C.  H.,  297. 
Pattonsburg,  844. 
Patterson's  creek,  896. 

"  "     mt.,  161,  178,  181. 

Pattcson's  quarry,  296,  818,  814. 


Patuzent  river,  Md.,  726, 
Peachy's  (Dr.)  esUte,  47. 
Peak  creek,  224. 

Peaked  knob  of  Draper's  mt.,  165. 
"       Mt.,  98,  168,  178,  176,  196. 
Peaks  of  Otter,  206,  416. 
Peak,  The,  158,  174. 
Pearce's  furnace,  584. 

"       spring,  584,  591. 
Pearisburg,  109. 
Pedin's,  James;  marl,  164,  886. 
Pegram,  W.  H. ;  marl,  888. 
Pendleton  oo.,  161,  163,  171,  176, 

181,  195,  886,  604,  612. 
Peninsula,  The,  26,  87,  89,  66,  126, 

128,  180,  421,  483,  434,  733. 
Pennsboro',  614. 
Pennsylvania,  74,  184, 161, 176, 184, 

195,  817,  882,  847,  859,  862,  369, 

888. 
Pennsylvania  anthradte,  100. 
^  limestone,  94. 

"  line,  486. 

Penola,  724. 
Perrow's,  Capt,  890. 

**         Stephen,  886. 
Persill'fl,  Mr.  k ;  marl,  162. 
Peter's  bridge,  277. 
Petersburg,  70,  80,  251,  261,  850, 

862,  418,  437,  440,  448,  456,  481, 

724,  727. 
Petersburg  and  Devil's  bridge  road, 

482. 
Petersburg    and  Roanoke  nulroad, 

481. 
Peter's  mt.,  85,  109,  HI,  176,  894, 

687,  598,  614,  628,  629,  719,  726. 
Peters's  mt.  axis,  628. 
Philadelphia,  10,  670,  709. 
PhilUps's,  Mr. ;  mari,  155,  886. 
Phillips,  Prof.,  68, 647, 649, 661, 666. 
Piedmont,  168. 
Pigeon  creek,  527. 
Pigg  river,  297. 
Pigsborough  creek,  802. 
Pilot  Mt,  168,  171, 206. 
Pine  Barren,  9. 

Piney  Swamp  country,  360, 861,  862. 
Pipe  creek,  Ohio  river,  510,  617. 
Piping  tree,  on  Pamunkey,  17,  19, 

62,  667. 
Pittoburg,  Penn.,  117,  848,  486,  498, 

606. 
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PittsyWania  co.,  281,  290,  820. 

*'  turnpike,  306. 

Plains,  728. 
Pleasant  gap,  822. 
"        Hill,  724. 
"        Valley,  718. 
Pocahontas  co.jl61,  177,  181,  195, 

201,  248,  SsO^li  872. 
Pocosin,  88. 

Pocotalico  creek ;  coal,  486, 498, 499. 
Pointer's,  Mr. ;  marl,  152. 
Point  Lookout  gap,  769. 
Point  Pleasant,  Mason  co.,  882,  414, 

485,  618,  625. 
Pollard's,  Mr.  i  marl,  158. 
Pomeroy's  landing,  Ohio  river,  517. 

''         seam,  Ohio,  884, 498,  519. 
Pond  mt.,  464,  476,  728. 
Poor  house,  Richmond;    infusoria, 

445,  451. 
Poor  mts.,  206. 
"    Valley  mt.,  728. 
«*         '*     ridge,  531,  726. 
Poplar  camp  furnace,  189,  209,  680. 
"     mt.,  189, 163, 196,  208, 
206,  628,  726. 
Poplar  run,  478. 

"      swamp,  N.  J.,  119. 
Port  RepubUc,  217. 
Port  Royal,  17,  56,  486,  667. 
Portsmouth,  269,  834,  728. 
"  Ohio,  605,  519. 

Port  Walthall  junc,  724. 
Potomac  «r.,  7,  423,  486,  441,  444. 
'*       geological  division,  604, 610, 
620. 
Potomac;  marble,  86,  188,  472. 
"        river,  12,  17,  48,  117,  125, 
179,  196,  204,  886,  848,  852,  418, 
422,  440,  464,  474,  601,  711,  722. 
Potomac  river ;  limestone,  469. 
'*       coal  basin;  iron,  348. 
*»        lower  faUs,  24. 
"       run,  724. 

"       south  branch,  176, 179,  612. 
Potts  (Heth,  Potts  and  Co.),  533. 
Potts  creek  mt.,  728. 

"    mt.,726. 
Pottsville  coal  field,  614. 
Pounce's  tract  road,  483. 
Pounding  mill,  890. 

"  "    creek,  802. 

Powell's  creek,  269,  262. 


Powhatan,  481,  726. 

CO.,  27, 125,  261,  414. 
"         coal,  480,  633,  534. 
Prentice's,  Mr. ;  marl,  165, 889. 
Presl,  M.,  666. 
Preston  axes,  Penn.,  868. 

"       basin,  Penn.,  868. 

'*       coal  basin,  408. 

**        CO.,  869,  862,  369. 
Preston's  salt  well,  142. 

"  spring,  564. 

Pretlow,  Jos. ;  mari,  887. 

"        Robt.,  887. 
Price,  Mr.,  866. 
Price's,  Mr. ;  coal,  409. 
Price's  mt.,  229,  230,  892. 

^      road.  North  mt. ;  limestone, 

628. 
Pricket's  creek,  491. 
Pridevale  Iron  Co.,  681. 

"        coal,  701. 
Prince  Edward  co.,  27,  69,  281,  284, 

289,  318,  820,  825. 
Prince  Edward  C.  H.,  815,  827,  480, 

481. 
Prince  George  co.,  47,  51,  166,  261, 

262,  389,  662. 
Prince  William  co.,  182,  817,  469. 
Princess  Anne  co.,  266,  267. 
Prop's  Gap  mt.,  161,  162,  178. 
Prospect,  727. 

Prospect  Hill  creek ;  marl,  152. 
Pruntytown,  410. 
Pughtown,  226. 
Purbeck,  641. 
PurceUville,  729. 
Purdie's,  G.;  mari,  164,  886. 
Purgatory  mt.,  196,  206,  218,  221, 

241. 
Pyrenees ;  thcrmals,  689. 
Pynnont  springs,  677. 

Quantioo,  724. 

"       creek,  440. 
Quarry  branch,  806. 
**      hill,  684. 

''      run.  Cheat,  871,  686,  686, 
704. 
Quebec ;  geolo<^cal  division,  722. 
Quinnimont,  720. 

Raccoon  creek,  268,  273. 
"        ford,  461,  478,  479. 


Bagged  mt,  88,  295. 

**       Point,  480. 
Raine's  taveni,  823,  826. 
Rand  (Noyes,  Rand  and  Co.),  880, 406. 
Randolph's,  Capt  Thomas  M.,  584. 
Randolph  oo.,  184,  201,   248,   885, 

850,417,  604. 
Rappahannock,  721. 
Rappahannock  cliffs,  127,  480. 
"  CO.,  182,  188. 

"  mt.,  461,  465,  466. 

«  river,  7,  17,  48,  125, 

130,  417,  421,  438,  440,  466,  460. 
Rappahannock,  north  foric,  474. 
lUpidan  river,  see  Rapid  Anne. 
Rapid  Anne  river,  182, 184, 461,  467, 

473,  520,  721. 
Rattlesnake  creek,  820,  322. 
Raven  rocks,  491,  684,  704. 
Rawley  springs,  101,  228,  559,  722. 
Rawlings^  Mr.,  467. 
Rawlings'  quarry,  620. 
Read  creek,  see  Reed. 
Reams,  724. 
Rectortown,  723. 
Red  creek,  849,  351. 
Rcdfield,  Mr.,  647,  658. 
Red  HiU,  721. 
'*    House  shoals,  Kanawha,  682. 
"    springs,  107,  588. 
"    Sulphur  springs,  106,  109,  652. 
Reed  creek,  139,  240,  529,  628. 
Reevt's,  Mr. ;  marl,  889. 
Reid  bridge,  322,  326. 
Reid's  creek,  823. 
Reid's  (Mills  and  Reid's  creek  pit), 

533,  570,  678. 
Rennet-bag  creek,  88. 
Retreat,  62. 

*'      furnace,  222. 
Reynolds  and  Donally,  880. 
Reynolds's  quarry,  138,  169. 
Rhenish  provinces,  The,  640. 
Rhine  creek,  360. 
Rhodes'  gap,  24. 
Rhodoheaver,  Mr.,  368. 
Rice's,  727. 

Riceville,  321,  322,  826. 
Rice's,  Walter ;  mari,  152. 
Richland,  724. 
Richmond,  50,  66,  69,  79,  116,  194, 

251,  280,  300,  489,  442,  449,  454, 

666,  660,  709,  711,  719. 


Richmond  co.,  127,  151,  419,  430. 
Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Poto> 

mac  Junction,  719,  725. 
Richmond,  old  road,  804. 

"         tunnel,  726. 
Rich  mt,  614. 
Rich  Patch  mt.,  101.  102,  103. 

«       "     anUcUnal,  719. 

"       **      valley,  728. 

"    Valley,  898. 
Ridgway,  482. 

Ridgway,  Mr.  Thomas  S.,  418,  640. 
Ridley's,  Mai. ;  marl,  887,  388. 
Ringgold,  725. 
Rivanna  river,  84,  289,  465. 
River  station,  728. 

"     Hill,  511. 

"     pit  mine,  64. 
Rives's  quarry,  892. 
Roane's,  WiUiam  H.,  52,  54,  60. 
Roanoke,  725,  727. 
"       CO.,  209,  216. 
"       river,  482,  684,  628,  711. 
Roaring  creek,  861. 

"       run,  395,  728. 
Roberts,  Capt.,  468. 
Roberts's  mill ;  marl,  162. 
Robertson,  Wyndham,  President  of 

Board  of  Public  Worics,  124. 
Robertson  river,  461,  473,  474. 
Robms'sMill;  marl,  152. 
Robinson's,  Capt.  Jas. ;  marl,  151. 
Rockbridge  co.,  27,  79,  98,  95,  138, 

209. 
Rockbridge    Alum    Spring    (Alum 

•Spring),  558,  72&. 
Rockbridge  baths  (Strickler's  spring), 

584. 
Rocketts,  442,  448. 
Rockfish,  721. 

'*       gap,  89,  91,  206,  462. 
**       river,  296,  801,  813,  818. 
Rockingham  co.,  98,  188,  207,  218. 
Rock  Point,  Appomattox  river,  448. 
Rocks,  The,  154,  886. 
Rocky  mt,  807,  812,  482. 
*     Point,  442. 

«     run,  815. 
Rogers,  Prof.  H.  D.,  89,  69,  86,  100, 

119,  134,  166,  191,  317,  838,  862, 

586,  647. 
Rogers,  Prof.  J.  B.,  166,  191,  248, 

846,413,539,566. 
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Bogen,  R.  E.,  768. 

"      Prof.  W.  B.,  22,  124,  538, 

788,  786,  769. 
Rogers's  coal  se&m,  405. 
*'        mill,  899,  492. 
Roll's,  Mrs.,  425. 
Romney,  179,  628. 
RonoeTerte,  720. 
Rose,  Prof.  H.,  10,  89,  869,  862. 
Ross's  farnaoc,  88,  804,  811,  892, 

527. 
Ross  iron  ore,  Q86. 
Round  Hill,  729. 
Rowan's,  Dr. ;  marl,  152. 
Rucker's  rub,  295,  818. 
Ruffin,  N.  C,  725. 

RufiBn,  Mr.  Edmmid,  15,  17,  19,  666. 
Ruffin's,  Mrs.,  52,  54. 
Ruftner,  Daniel,  882,  407. 

"        Mr.  Lewis,  880,  406. 
Rural  Retreat,  727. 
Russell  00.,  189,  165,  196,  216,  887. 

"      C.  H.,  580. 
Russia,  637. 
Rutheifoord,  John,  President  Board 

of  Public  Works,  588. 
Ruther  Glen,  724. 
Ryder's  creek;    secticm,  875,  876, 

877. 
Ryland's,  Mr. ;  marl,  153. 

Salem,  727. 

Salina ;  geological  division,  717. 
SalUng's  mt.,  204,  205. 
Salt  Lick,  860. 
"    Pond  mt.,  109,  726. 
^    Sulphur  springs,  106,  108,  109, 

550. 
SaltvUle,  726. 
Sampson's  mill,  483. 
Sandford,  Mrs.,  463. 
Sandy  and  Bearer  canal,  508. 
Sandy  bridge,  869. 

"      ford,  328. 

"     mt,  181. 

"     river,  195,  415,  484. 
Sappony  creek,  488. 
Saunders's,  Judge,  306,  391. 
Saunder's,  Mr. ;  maerl,  151,  153,  164, 

885. 
Savage  mt.,  848,  849,  860. 

"      river.  848,  352,  855,  407. 
Sawratown,  N.  C,  821. 


Sawyer's,  Mr.,  189. 
Scarborough,  Eng.,  658. 
Schaeffer's,  Mr.,  860. 
Scioto  valley,  832. 
Scotland,  Great  Britain,  186. 
Scotland  Banks,  153. 
Scott  CO.,  165,  201,  218,  216. 
Soottsburg,  725. 
SooU's  creek,  807. 

"      mill,  276,  306. 

"      ore,  696. 

**      pit,  536. 

"      run,  871,  486,  494,  498,  600, 

502,  503. 
Soottsville,  85,  182,  291,  298,  801, 

820,  468,  467. 
Scrabble  creek,  374,  377. 
"  "      coal,  406. 

Seaboard,  728. 
Seaport's  (Mr.)  land,  869. 
"  "     coal,  409. 

Sedgwick,  Prof.,  687,  640,  720. 
Seigen,  Germany,  640. 
Selby's  Port,  862,  867. 
"       "    road,  863. 
Semple's,  Dr. ;  marl,  47. 

^        Judge ;  marl,  4,  46. 
Seneoa  creek,  184. 

**         "      Md.,  474. 
Sewell  Mts.,  118,  248. 
Sewall's  Point,  252. 
Seybert,  Mr.,  8. 
Shadwell,  721. 

Shannondale  springs,  101,  178. 
Shaw's  ridge,  182. 
ShawsviUe,  727. 
Sheet's  Hollow,  701,  704. 
Shenandoah,  718. 

"  CO.,  27,  99,   178,  176, 

210,  228. 
Shenandoah  Iron  Works,  207. 
"  mt.,  182,  183. 

««  river,  196,  204. 

"  river,  Page  co.,  522. 

"  valley,  92. 

Shepherdstown,  93,  188, 169. 
**  quarries,  215. 

Shilllngberger,  Mr.,  355. 
Shirley,  260. 
Shockoe  creek,  442,  460. 

^       hill,  Richmond;   infufloria, 

450,  451,  452,  735. 
ShortHm,456,  611,  628. 


Short  nm  mt,  196,  209,  218,  221. 

**       "    01-6,240. 
Shreevc's,  Col.,  477. 
Shrewsbury,  7. 
Shrewsbury,  CoL  Joel,  878,  879. 

Mr.  WiUiam,  880. 
Shumate's,  478. 
Sideling  hill,  719. 
Sigler's  mine,  408. 
Silliman,  Prof.,  650,  657. 
Simmous  gap,  168. 
Sima's  (Mr.)  slate  quarry,  79. 
Siodree  earthquake,  685. 
Singing  care,  108. 
Sinking  creek,  836,  889. 

"       valley,  614. 
Skinquarter  creek,  483. 
Sladc,  Mr.  I.,  192, 413, 416,  640,  763. 
Slate  river,  79,  814. 
Sleepy  creek,  99.  • 

"         "     mt.,  226. 

"     hole  feriy,  154, 166,  258,  269, 

886. 
Sliding  hill,  618,  617,  618, 
Smith,  Christian,  899. 

"      Mr.  C,  861. 

"      Capt ;  marl,  47. 

«*      Maj.,  806. 

"      M.,  889, 
Smithfield,  12,  218,  269,  276,  862, 

868,  664. 
Smith's  mt.,  807, 

"      point,  420. 

**      river,  821,  324. 
Smither's  creek,  876,  877. 
"        coal  bank,  407. 
Smoky  or  Unaka  mts.,  Tenn.,  602. 
Smyth  CO.,  126,  139,  209. 

"      C.  H.,  617. 
Snake-den  ores,  698,  694,  700. 
Snake  Run  mt,  687,  588. 
»*    springs,  681. 
Snickers  gap,  769. 
Snow  creek,  424,  440. 
Snowy  creek,  860,  861. 
Snyder's  mill,  864,  866,  866. 
Soldiers'  Ilome,  710. 
Sour  Spring,  at  White  Sulphur,  669. 
South  America ;  earthquakes,  682. 
South  Anna  river,  25,  29,  63,  800, 

437,  441. 
South  Branch  mt.,  161,  179,  181. 
South  downs,  Eng.,  641. 


Southampton  co.,  248,  277,  387. 
South  mt.,  608,  610. 

'*      '»     Berks  co.,  Penn. ;  section, 

622. 
South  river,  96,  208,  216,  728. 
Southwest  mt.,  62,  72,  77,  81,  87, 

285,  456,  458,  460,  466,  478,  719. 
Spottsylvania  co.,  74,  126,  428,  424. 
Springfield,  721. 

''         coal  pits,  446. 
Springfield  and  Deep  run  coal  basin, 

483. 
SpringhlU  furnace,  695. 
'Sprisc  Hill,  420,  438. 
Spruce  ridge,  849. 
Stafford  co.,  129,  132,  419,  428. 

**       C.  H.,  424,  488,  441. 
SUg  creek,  441,  446. 
Stage  road,  Shenandoah  co.;  lime- 
stone, 621,  528. 
St.  Albans,  720. 
Stamping  creek,  887. 
Stanardsville,  464,  478. 
Suunton,  188,  174,  216,  718,  719. 
"        river,  288,  807,  811,  822, 

482,  722. 
Steinben;en,  Gen. ;  coal,  518. 
Stephens  city,  718. 
Stephens,  Dr.,  305. 
Stephenson's,  718. 

Sternberg,  M.,  647, 649, 661, 664, 667. 
Steubenville,  Ohio,  606. 
Stevensburg,  464,  474,  478,  479. 
Stevens's  creek,  802. 
Stewart's  knob,  812. 
Stifft,  677. 
Still  Uouse  branch,  428,  440. 

"        "      creek,  463. 
Stillwell's,  Mr.,  699. 
Stith's,  166,  886. 
Stith,  Mr.  D. ;  marl,  48. 
Stithes',  ace  Stith's. 
St  Lawrence  river,  601. 
St  Lcger  farm,  482. 
St  Mary's  river,  Md.,  664. 
Stockton's  coal,  876,  878,  406. 

**         steam  mill;  section,  876, 

881. 
Stone  Coal  gap,  894. 
Stone,  Mr.,  448. 
Stone  mt,  196. 

"     run,  212. 
Stonesfield  limestone,  649. 
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Stonehenge,  638. 

Stonej  Man,  134,  205. 

.     ♦*     Point,  Blue  Ridge,  464. 

"      river,  349,  866,  368,  408. 

"  run,  861. 
Stonewall  creek,  304,  311,  392,  527. 

*<         mills,  86,  87,  88. 
Stony  creek,  614,  7*24. 
Strasburg,  94,  168,   172,,  216,  217, 

220,  723. 
Straaburg  Junction,  718,  723. 
Stratford  cliffs,  161,  420,  428,  433, 

691. 
Stratford  group  of  ores,  689,  691, 

700. 
Strickler's  gap,  225,  684,  723. 

**         spring  (Rockbridge  bath), 

584. 
Strouble's  run.  111,  186,  229,  726. 
Stuart,  Maj.,  172. 
Studtgard ;  fossils,  649,  650. 
Suffolk,    12,    154,    386,    664,    727, 

728. 
Suffolk  CO.,  252,  266,  268,  269,  276. 
Sugar  hills,  691. 
Sugarland  creek,  476. 
Summerduck  creek,  468. 
Summers'  (Judge),  bank,  626. 
Summit,  726. 
Sunderlandshire,  646. 
Sunfish  creek,  Ohio  river,  613. 
Surrey  Co.,  30,  42,  47,  166,  248,  261, 

277,  386,  672. 
Surrey  hills,  641. 
Susquehanna ;    geological    division, 

604,  610,  617,  622. 
Susquehanna  river,  Penn.,  602. 
Sussex  CO.,  248,  277,  388. 
Suttonsville,  641. 
Swan's,  Mr.  James ;  coal,  618. 
Sweet  HalU  726. 
Sweet  springs,  104,  107,  111,  229, 

521,  588,  725. 
Sweet  Alum  springs,  681,  586. 

**     Chalybeate,  see  Sweet  springs, 

Monroe  co. 
Sweet  Springs,  Alleghany  co.,  553, 

681. 
Sweet  Springs,  Bath  co.,  565. 

'*     Springs,  Monroe  co.,  662. 

**     Spring  mt.,  106,  687,  628. 

<'     Springs  valley,  104,  106,  181, 

678,  687,  692,  616,  726. 


Swift  island,  802. 
Swift  creek,  482,  483. 

"     run  gap,  134,  205,  464,  466, 

462. 
Swisher  iron  ore,  693,  701. 
Swoope,  719. 
Swope's  knobs,  726. 
Sycamore,  722. 

"         creek,  297,  307. 
Sypole  run,  866,  367. 

Taconic  mt.,  606. 

Taloott,  720. 

Taliaferro,  JDr. ;  marl,  46. 

*'         Mr.  Francis,  444. 
Tarbay,  17,  66,  60,  166,  260,  889. 
Tardy,  Capt,  307,  391. 
Taunus  mts.,  640. 
Taylor,  Mr.  Richard  C,  645,  647. 
Taylor's  copper  mine,  87. 
Taylorsville,  445,  724. 
Taylortown,  469. 
Tazewell,  Littleton  W.,  Pres.  Board 

of  Public  Works,  22. 
Tazewell  co.,  165,  196,  216,  387. 
Temple's,  724. 

Ten  Mile  cr.,  Kanawha,  618,  624. 
Tennessee,  196,  206,  209,  817,  838, 

602,  608,  728. 
Tennessee  line,  185,  616. 
Terrapin  creek,  387. 

**        swamp,  887. 
Teutoberges-wald,  679. 
The  Bloomary,  Capon  mt.,  681. 
The  Horseshoe,  360. 
The  Neck,  126,  180. 
The  Penmsula,  421,  426,  427,  484. 
The  Pyrenees,  577. 
The  Two  Pomters  (mts.),  895. 
Third  Hill  mt.,  226,  227. 
Thom's  creek,  136,  490. 
Thornton,  729. 

Thornton's  gap,  168,  205, 464, 462. 
Thoroughfare,  728.  ^ 

gap,  464,  476. 
"  hill,  380. 

"  hollow,  379. 

Thrashly's  farm,  424. 
Three  Chopped'road,  483. 

**     creek,  268,  278,  277. 

"     Fork  creek,  864,  869. 

"        "    hill,  364. 

**     Mile  creek,  Kanawha,  527. 
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Three  Topped  mt^  168. 

Thunnan,  M.,  639. 

Thurston's,  Mr. ;  marl,  153. 

Thurston's,  Mrs. ;  marl,  47. 

Tiigate  limestone,  649. 

Tinker's  mt,  196,  219,  222,  725. 

Tinder's  gold  mine,  728. 

Todd's,  Mr.  Merit;  marl,  154,  885. 
"       quarry,  520. 

Tolersville,  719. 

Tomlin's,  Braxton;  marl,  151. 

Tomlin,  W.,  Esq.,  438. 

Tomlin's,  Walker,  52,  54,  60. 
**        Williamson;  marl,  151. 

Tomlinson's  run,  509. 

Tom's  brook,  718. 
"      creek,  229,  726. 

Tour  Dill,  728. 

Townhill,  182. 

Town  Point ;  marl,  154,  885. 

Torbay,  see  Tarbay. 

Tower  Hill,  see  Tour  HilL 

Towson,  Mr.,  448. 

Traa  fork,  627. 

Trabue's  pits,  131. 

Trap  Dyke,  892. 

Traveller's  Rest,  801. 

Tribbet's  mill,  497. 

Triple  Fork,  gold  mine,  723. 

Triplett,  Mr.,  78. 

Tnwst,  Prof.,  611. 

Tuckahoe,  66. 

**        coal  basin,  456. 

"        creek,  63,  64,  68,  488.    • 

Tucker,  Prof. ;  limestone,  806,  307. 

Tumbling  run,  172. 

TunstaU's,  726. 

Turkey  river,  474. 

Turk's  gap,  24, 89, 168, 204, 462, 769. 

Turner's  mill,  452. 

Tuscaloosa,  605. 

Tutwiler's,  108. 

Twelve  Pole  creek,  Ohio  river,  511. 

Twenty  Mile  creek,  877. 

Two  Mile  creek,  Kanawha;    lime- 
stone, 524,  526. 

Tye  river;  marble,  81,  88,  802,  813, 
721. 

Tye  River  gap,  200,  812,  481,  769. 

Tygart's  Valley  river,  117,  864. 

Tyler  co.,  884,  510. 

Tyler's  creek,  Kanawha;  limestone, 
625. 


Tyree's  ooal  bed,  406. 
Tyson,  Prof.,  712. 

UUah  Bund,  686. 
Unaka  mts.,  see  Smoky  mts. 
Union,  109,  524,  623. 
Union  Hall ;  marl,  48. 

"      iron  works,  812. 

^     mills;  marl,  151,463. 

"      mine,  65,  76. 
Uniontown,  108,  109,  860,  861,  486. 
United  States  arsenal,  482. 
University  of  Virginia,  22,  89,  186. 
Upper  CMpoke  creek,  165. 
Urbanna,  47. 

Urquhart,  Mr. ;  marl,  888. 
XJtt  ore,  694. 

Valley,  The,  24,  27,  110,  119,  116, 
195,  204,  211,  224,  292,  297,  687, 
608,  624,  722,  726. 

Valley,  The  ;  boundaries,  203. 
"     f  umaoe,  404. 
**      river,  606. 

Vandiver,  Mr.,  865. 

Vandover's,  Mr. ;  coal,  864,  408. 

Van-Lew's,  Mr.,  Richmond ;  infu- 
soria, 452. 

Van  Meter's,  Mr. ;  ooal,  364. 

Variety  Mills,  88,  814. 

Vaucluse,  718. 

Vestal's  gap,  769. 

Vicat,  M.,  280. 

Vienna,  729. 

Vineyard  hill  coal,  883,  888. 
"         «*  section,  879. 

Wade's,  Mr.;  marl,  47. 
*'      coal  bank,  600. 
Wadesville,  718. 
Wakefield,  165,  386,  727. 
Wales,  Great  Britain,  29,  186,  637, 

722 
Walker,  Mr.,  88. 
Walker's,  Mr.  Benj.,  161, 432. 

"       creek,  141,  179,  684,  624. 

•*  "     valley,  140. 

"        ford,  301,  804. 

"       mt,   111,   140,   165,   178, 
204,  726. 
Walker's  Valley  springs,  684. 
Wallace's  (Mr.)  quarries,  448. 

"        mill,  441. 
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Wall»s,  Mr.,  869. 

"      (Mr.)  coal,  410. 

"     bridge,  387. 
Wallers  Mill ;  marl,  86. 
Walton,  W.  S.,  826,  827. 
Walton's  gold  mine,  728. 
Ward's,  Mr.,  806. 
Wardensville,  584. 
Ward's  springs,  722. 
Wardour,  Vale  of,  Eng.,  641. 
Warehouse  creek,  152. 
Warminster,   81,  82,  86,   801,  802, 

814,  820,  890,  467,  481. 
Warm  springs,  557,  665,  680,  685, 

686,  723,  724. 
Warm  Springs  anticlinal,  719. 

"         "        creek,  586. 

"  "^       mt,  99, 108, 161, 176, 

181,  686,  724. 
Warm  and  Hot  Springs,  antidmal 

yalley,  614,  719. 
Warm  Sulphur  springs,  see  Warm 

springs. 
Warm  Spring  ridge,  690. 

"     Springs  valley,  99,  101,  106, 

171,  174,  176,  181,  592. 
Warren,  329. 
Warrenton,  464,  460,  466,  474,  478. 

"  Juna,  721. 

Warth  and  EngKsh's  coal,  407. 
Warwick's  Mt  gap,  295. 
Warwick  co.,  165. 
Washington,  D.  C,  70,  86,  448,  709, 

711,724. 
Washington  co.,  126,  209,  216,  219, 

225, 229.  ' 

Washington  co.,  Penn.,  606. 
Waterford,  639. 
Water  Lick,  728. 
Watery  mt.,  466. 
Waterloo  shaft,  686. 
Watsontown,  588. 
Waveriey,  727. 

Waynesborough,  216,  894,  719. 
Wealden  district,  641. 
Weaver,  Mr.  Thomas,  687,  689. 
Webb's,  Conrad ;  mari,  60. 
Wee^ree  creek,  Ohio  river,  610,  618, 

617. 
Weldon,  724,  728. 

"        N.  C. ;  section,  482. 
Wells,  Mr.  M.,  540. 

"     Mr.,  494. 


Wella,  Samuel,  Esq.,  788,  784, 786. 
WeUsville,  727. 

**         on  the  Ohio ;  section,  608. 
"         ferry,  508. 
Welsh   (Friend,   Welsh    and    Co.'8 

mines),  627. 
Western  branch,  269. 

*'        coal  basin,  868. 
Westemport,  Md.,  196, 386, 887,  848, 

862,  408. 
Westemport,  Penn.,  848. 
Western  Sussex,  Eng.,  641. 
West  Laurel  hill,  621. 
Westmoreland  co.,  161,  419. 
Westphalia,  Europe,  640. 
West  Pomt,  726. 
Wethered,  Mr.,  469. 
Weyer's  Cave,  94,  216,  728. 
Wheelmg,  117,  848,  601,  612,  616. 
"        coal  seam,  401,  485,  498. 
«*        creek,  612,  518. 
**        hill,  514. 
Whipping  creek,  288. 
Whisper&g  creek,  812. 
Whitby,  Bag.,  646,  649,  663. 
White  Day  creek,  490,  491. 
White  House,  726. 
Whitehurst,  on  waters  of  Matlock, 

577. 
White  mts..  New  Hampshire,  601. 
White  Oak  creek,  821,  826. 

"       "    mt,  821,  826,  826,  878. 

"     Plains,  172,  469. 
White's  gap,  769. 
White's,  Mr. ;  marl,  164,  886. 
White  Sulphur  springs,  24, 106,  106, 

181,  188,  460,  560,  578,  581,  588, 

720. 
White  Thorn  creek,  822. 

"         «*     tavern,  822. 
Whitetop  mt  gap,  769. 
Whitely,  Mr.,  468. 
Whitley's  quarry ;  limestone,  619. 
Whittle's,  722. 
Wickham's,  Mr.;  coal,  62,  68,  68. 

"  "   Wm.,  66. 

Wigmore  lake,  688. 
Wilkesbarre ;  fossils,  650. 
Wilmington,  Del.,  712. 
William  and  Mary  College,  8,  7,  9. 
Williamsburg,  4.  18,  80,  86,  40,  661, 

662,  668,  669. 
Williamson,  Mr.,  666. 
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Willoughby'8  Point,  252. 
WiU'8  creek,  847. 

**         **      mt.  axis,  Penn.,  847, 

618,  620. 
Wills's  pit,  633. 

Wiira  and  MichaePs  pit,  571,  678. 
Willis's  mine,  63. 

*'       mt.,  69,  71,   80,  286,  290, 

812,  814. 
Willis's  river,  820. 
WUson's,  727. 
*♦         Col.,  827. 
**        mill,  864, 404. 
"*        thermal,    563,    681,   689, 

590. 
Winchester,  92,  172,  173,  474,  621, 

623,  718. 
Winchester  springs,  173. 
Winding  ridge,  861. 
Windmill  point,  482. 
Windsor,  727. 
Winston's,  Mr.,  441. 
Winterpock  creek,  482,  684. 
innntioomack  creek,  482,  483. 
Witcher's  creeks,  874,  378. 
Wolf,  Mr.,  866. 
Wolf  creek,  394,  626,  584. 

'*        *'     axis,  614,  620,  624. 

"        **     rat.,  176,  614,  620. 

"     run,  850. 
Wood  CO.,  844,  510. 
Woodgrove  furnace,  681,  683,  694, 

708. 
Wood's,  Mr.,  208,  277,  888. 

**        James  S. ;  ore  bank,  289. 
Wood's  (Paris  and  Wood's  bank), 

406. 


Wood's  mt  (misnamed  Appomattoxl 

290. 
Woodstock,  172,  212,  215,  221,  896, 

422,  718. 
Woodstock  road,  622. 
Woodward's,  635. 

**  coal  pits,  483. 

WooUey,  Mr.,  119. 
Worcester  oo.,  Mass.,  762. 
Wormley's  creek,  87. 
Worth,  Col.,  678. 
Wright's,  Mr.,  390. 
Wyke,  Eng.,  649. 
Wynn's,  Mr. ;  mart,  47,  155. 
Wythe  CO.,  Ill,  113.  139,  160,  168, 

171,  196,  209,  216. 
Wythe  C.  H.,  223. 
Wytheville,  726. 

Tanoey,  Maj. ;  limestone,  801. 
Yancey's  cliflf,  814. 
Yeatman's,  Mr.,  811,  627. 
Yellow  Springs,  101. 

^      Sulphur  springs,  668. 
Yerley's,  Mr,;  marl,  161. 
York,  88,  44,  116. 

»*    CO.,  82.  48,  47,  48. 

"    clifT;  marl,  48. 

"     river,  4,  80, 121,  126,  268, 426. 
Yorkshire,  Kng.,  coal  fields,  68,  646» 

653. 
Yorkshire ;  geology,  649,  666. 
Yorktown,  4,  12,  87,  271. 
Youghoganey  river,  848,  861,  868. 

Zuni,  727. 

ZobUtz,  Saxony,  764. 


WORKS  ON  GEOLOGY,  Etc. 

Principles  of  Geology ;  or.  The  Modern  Changes 
of  the  Earth  and  its  Inhabitants,  considered 

as  illustrative  of  Geology.  By  sir  Charles  Ltell, 
Bart  Illustrated  with  Maps,  Plates,  and  Woodcutd.  A  now  and 
entirely  revised  edition.     2  vols.    Royal  8vo.  -  Cloth,  $8.00. 

The  ^*  Principles  or  Qoology  ^*  may  be  looked  upon  ^ith  pride,  not  only  as  a 
represeotatiTe  of  Gnj^liah  science,  bat  as  without  a  rival  of  its  kind  any  where. 
Qrowini;  In  (Ulluess  and  accuracy  witb  the  growth  of  experience  and  observation 
in  every  region  of  the  world,  the  work  has  incorporated  with  itself  each  estab- 
lished discovery,  and  has  been  modilled  by  every  nypothesls  of  value  which  has 
been  brought  to  bear  upon,  or  been  evolved  from,  the  most  recent  body  of  facts. 

Text -Book  of  Geology,  for  Schools  and  Col- 
leges. By  H.  Alleyns  Nicholson,  M.  D.  12mo.  Half  roan, 
$1.30. 

The  Ancient  Life-History  of  the  Earth,  a  Compre- 
hensive Outline  of  the  Principles  and  Leading  Facts  of  Palaeonto- 
logical  Science.  By  H.  Alleyne.  Nicholson,  M.  D.  With  numer- 
ous Illustrations.    Small  8vo.     Cloth,  $2.00. 

Elements  of  Geology,  a  Text-Book  for  Colleges  and  for  the 
General  Reader.  By  Joseph  Lb  Conte,  LL.  D.,  Professor  of  Geol- 
ogy and  Natural  History  in  the  University  of  California.  With 
upward  of  900  Hlustrations.  Revised  and  enlarged  edition.  12mo. 
Cloth,  $4.00. 

Town  Geology.  By  the  Rev.  Charles  Kinosley,  F.  L.  S.,  F.  G.  S., 
Canon  of  Chester.     12mo.     Cloth,  $1.60. 

The  Study  of  Rocks.  An  Elementary  Text-Book  in  Petrology. 
With  Illustrations.  By  Frank  Rutley,  of  the  English  Geological 
Survey.     16mo.    Cloth,  $1.76. 

Great  Ice  Age,  and  its  Relation  to  the  Antiquity 

of    Man.    By  James  Geiejb.     With  Maps  and  Illustrations. 
12mo.    Cloth,  $2.60. 
Volcanoes  :  What  they  Are  and  what  they  Teach.     By  J.  W.  Judd, 
Professor  of   Geology  in  the   Royal  School  of  Mines  (London). 
With  96  Hlustrations.     12mo.     Cloth,  $2.00. 

Climate  and  Time  in  their  Geological  Relations: 

A  Theory  of  Secular  Changes  of  the  Earth's  Climate.  By  James 
Croll,  of  H.  M.  Geological  Survey  of  Scotland.  With  Maps  and 
Illustrations.     12mo.    Cloth,  $2.60. 

Geology.  By  Professor  Archibald  Geikxb,  F.  R.  S.  ("Science 
Primers.")     18mo.    Flexible  cloth,  46  cents. 
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SCIENTIFIC  LECTURES  AND  ESSAYS. 


Popular  Lectures  on  Scientific  Subjects.    By  H. 

•  HELHHOLn,  Professor  of  Physics  in  the  University  of  Berlin.  First 
Series.  Translated  by  E.  AtkimsoN)  Ph.  B.,  F.  C.  S.  With  an  Intro- 
duction by  Professor  Tynoall.  With  61  Dlustrations.  12mo. 
Cloth,  $2.00. 

CONTJSNTS.^On  the  Relation  of  Natural  Science  to  Science  in  General.— 
On  Qoethe*8  Scientific  Researchep.— On  the  Ftayslolqdcal  Causes  of  Harmocy  In 
Haslc— Ice  and  Glaciers.— Interaction  of  the  NaturarForces.— Tlie  Recent  Prog- 
res«  of  the  Theory  of  Vision.— The  Conserratlon  of  Force.— Aim  and  Progress 
of  Physical  Science. 

Popular  Lectures  on  Scientific  Subjects.    By  a 

Helmholtz.    Second  Series.     12mo.     Cloth,  $1.50. 
CONTENTS.— QoBtaiw  Magnns.— In  Memoriam.— The  Origin  and  Slgpificance 
of  Geometrical  Ajdome.— Relation  of  Optics  to  Painting.— Origin  of  the  Planetary 
System.— On  Thought  in  Medicine.— Academic  Freedom  in  German  UniTersities. 

**  Professor  Helmholtz'^  second  series  of  *  Popular  Lectures  on  Scientific  Sub- 
jects* forms  a  Tolume  of  singular  Interest  and  valne.  He  who  anticipatea  a  dry 
record  of  flM^te  or  a  sequence  of  Immature  generalisation  will  find  himself  happily 
mietaken.  'Ih  style  and  method  these  dlscoarses  are  models  of  excellence,  and, 
since  they  cdme  rrom  a  man  whose  learning  and  authority  are  beyond  dispnte, 
they  may  be  accepted  as  pre^entfne  the  conclusions  of  the  best  thought  or  the 
times  in  scientific  fields.*'— .SmAm  Traveler, 

Science  and  Culture,  and  other  Essays.    By  Pro- 
fessor T.  H.  nuxLET,  F.  R.  S.    12mo.    Cloth,  $1.60. 

"Of  the  essayi  that  have  been  collected  by  Professor  Huley  In  this  yolnme, 
th#t  first  tour  deal  with  some  aspect  of  education.  Host  of  the  remainder  are  ez< 
p<isit1ons  of  the  renults  of  biological  research,  and,  at  the  same  time,  illustrations 
of  the  history  of  scientific  ideas.  Some  of  these  are  among  the  most  intereetlDg 
of  Professor  Huzley^s  contribotions  to  the  literature  of  sctonoe.*^—X6fu2oii  Aead- 
emy. 

^'  It  is  reft-eshins  to  be  brought  into  converse  with  one  of  the  most  rigorous 
and  acute  thinkers  of  our  time,  who  has  the  power  of  putting  his  thoughts  into 
language  so  clear  and  forcible."— Xonc/on  J^pxtator. 

Scientific  Culture,  and  other  Essays.    By  Josiah 

Pabsons  Cooks,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Mineralogy  in  Harvard 

College.  12mo.  Cloth,  $1.00. 
These  essays  are  ai^  outcome  of  a  somewhat  large  experience  in  teaching 
physical  science  to  college  students.  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  early  Fct  the 
example  of  makins  the  stodent*s  own  observations  in  the  Isboratory  or  cabinet 
the  basis  of  all  teaching,  either  in  experimental  or  natural  history  science :  and 
|hi0  exsmple  has  been  generally  followed.  "But  in  most  centers  of  education," 
writes  Professor  Cooke,  "the  old  traditions  so  fkr  surrlre  that  the  great  end  of 
Kientiflc  culture  is  lost  in  attempting  to  conform  even  laboratory  Instmrtion  to 
the  old  academic  methods  of  recitations  and  examinations.  To  point  out  this 
error,  and  to  claim  for  science -teaching  its  appropriate  methods,  was  one  ol^ect 
of  writing  these  essays." 
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